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The kids really had a fun few days. They are all pretty calm as the vacation is 

wearing them out. They are spending less time in the pool and falling asleep earlier. 
Each one is so precious… 
 
Rayden has been waiting for miniature golf. Next to bully netting, miniature golf is his 
favorite activity. Somehow, he has associated miniature golf with Florida… 
 

 
 

 



Children have always held a special place in my heart. Our professional business 
is taking care of children. Ray and I founded a higher level of care, foster care agency in 
Nevada. Our agency takes children that have suffered at the hands of their parents and 
those around them. It is incomprehensible the suffering and challenges these children 
have endured. Many children witness fathers beating their mothers or siblings, while 
others are on the receiving end. Hospitals everywhere in our country receive these little 
ones battered and bruised, accompanied by the lies of parents. Sexual abuse is also 
ever prevalent. 

 
I always think of the Savior when children are involved. He is clear about His love 

for children and for offenses against them. 
 
New Testament 
Luke 17:2 
“It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his next, and he cast into the 
sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.” 
 

Children are meant to bring joy. Often, they are challenging and try us. What I 
have noticed is the behavior that challenges us is brought about by our own inability to 
teach and train because we have not master it ourselves. Our own weaknesses become 
problems to our children that we then are not happy with. 

 
I have a friend who did not know how to manage time properly. As a result, there 

was much frustration in her home because her children did not manage time. Think of 
this one simple weakness and the hardship it can cause… always late may not seem to 
be too much of a problem, but always late to school results in a truancy officer involved. 
This then perpetuates the stress of the weakness of not managing time properly. 
Usually at that point the parents are screaming at their kids, stress is in their home and 
everyone starts the day leaving their home without The Holy Spirit because it has been 
driven away. Gratefully my friend understood that this problem was her problem and not 
to take it out on her children but learn to manage herself, resulting in teaching them. 
 

Children should bring so much growth to our lives. They teach us and set a 
perfect example to us. They come into this world pure. As we learn, they are willing to 
forgive along the way. The key is to be learning because they are learning from us. The 
home is the most powerful classroom they will ever be in. It is where their attributes will 
be formed. It is where hope will either be fostered or destroyed. 
 

When Jesus was asked who was the greatest among them he answered with an 
object lesson. He set a child in the mist of them. 
 
New Testament 
Matthew 18:2-5 
2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them. 
3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 



4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 
 

I have thought about what attributes children have that the Savior wants us to 
learn. Children are precious to God and come to us with believing hearts. They are full 
of faith and trust. They are receptive to the feeling of the Spirit. They are perfect 
examples of humility, obedience and love. They love and forgive freely. THEY LEARN 
AND PROGRESS. 
 

It is our sacred responsibility to cherish, love and provide safety to ALL children 
that we can reach. To smile and offer a kind word. To be gentle instead of being harsh. 
To teach and train with love. To hold and comfort. To care for them. To provide safety 
from all fears. To build them up in a world that wants to tear them down. To provide an 
environment where they can feel the spirit of the Lord. 

 
I want to gather all children in my reach and encourage them. I want to 

encourage their parents to be better, to be kind. I hope that we can all reach out to the 
little ones around us and build them. They are precious. 
 
Here are my precious little ones… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Iron…Zachary’s son. Loves the world around him and wants to be part of it all! Iron 
loves to fish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Unity, Brody’s youngest daughter. Spitfire personality and is a Daddy’s girl. Often called 
“Beaba” by those closest to her. This little thing feels music and often breaks out her 
dance moves! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rayden, Teancum’s oldest … loves bully netting and all physical activities. Always 
wants to go to work with Dad, loves being a boy! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Joy, Zachary’s little one. She is EAGAR to learn about the world around her. We could 
all learn from Joy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Clarity, Teancum’s youngest daughter, is an over achiever when the doctor said to gain 
weight! She feels us with love and gratitude each day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mercy… she is pure and carries a sweetness about her. When there is any conflict 
between cousins, Mercy comes running and says “I saw it all, I saw it all…”That by itself 
keeps us smiling. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Sophie, Brody’s oldest daughter. She is a treasure. Sophie is learning about 
earning money. She is making “lizzards” to sale and learning to balance what she wants 
to buy with the work it takes… great life lessons… 
 
 

 
 
 
 



As I watched these beautiful children this week, I have had many thoughts of 
how precious they are. They are growing up in homes where their parents love them 
and are diligently striving and learning to be good parents to them and teach correct 
principles. How important it is to make sure that the children around us are treated 
kindly and are always treated with love. 
 

We need to have the desires to change ourselves and to become as a little child, 
a process by which we become more Christlike. 
 
With love, 
Leslie 
 
“They are idols of hearts and households; 
They are angels of God in disguise; 
The sunlight still sleeps in their tresses, 
His glory still gleams in their eyes. 
These truants from home and from Heaven, 
They have made me more manly and mild; 
And I know now how Jesus could liken 
The kingdom of God to a child.” 
 
Charles M Dickenson 
 


