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Ludwig Van Beethoven
Early Years in Bonn
Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany
on 16th December 1770, to Johann van Beethoven and
Maria Magdalena Keverich. Ludwig's first musical
instruction came from his father Johann who was said
to have been a harsh instructor. Johann later asked his
friend, Tobias Pfeiffer, to teach his son. It seems that
the harsh treatment continued, as Johann and his
friend would come home late on occasion to pull
young Ludwig from his bed to practice until morning.
Ludwig's talent was recognized early on, and by 1778
he was learning to play the organ and viola in
addition to his piano studies. 

At the age of twelve Beethoven was a promising keyboard player and a talented pupil in
composition of the court organist Christian Gottlob Neefe.  He even filled in as church organist
when Neefe was out of town. In 1783, with the help of Neefe, Beethoven's first published work, a
set of keyboard pieces, appeared, and in the 1780s he produced portions of a number of later
works. 

Years in Vienna
In 1787, young Beethoven decided to travel to Vienna, hoping to meet and study composition with
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. It is not clear if he succeeded in meeting or studying with Mozart.
He was forced to return to Bonn to care for his mother who had fallen ill. She died several
months after his return. His father died in 1792.

By his twenties, Beethoven began to suffer from hearing loss. He did, however, continue to
compose, conduct and perform, even after he was completely deaf. 

In 1792 Beethoven went back to Vienna to study with the famous composer Joseph Haydn.
Beethoven was not totally satisfied with Haydn's teaching, though, and he turned to musicians of
lesser talent for extra instruction. Beethoven rapidly proceeded to make his mark as a brilliant
keyboard performer and as a gifted young composer with a number of works to his credit. In
1795 his first mature published works appeared, and his career was officially launched.
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In 1795 his first mature published works appeared, and his career was officially launched.

Beethoven lived in Vienna from 1792 to his death in 1827. He rarely travelled, apart from
summers in the countryside. In 1796 he made a trip to northern Germany, where his schedule
included a visit to the court of King Frederick William of Prussia, an amateur cellist. Later
Beethoven made several trips to Budapest, Hungary. In 1808 Beethoven received an invitation to
become music director at Kassel, Germany. This alarmed several of his wealthy Viennese friends,
who formed a group of backers and agreed to guarantee Beethoven an annual salary of 1,400
florins to keep him in Vienna. He thus became one of the first musicians in history to be able to
live independently on his music salary.

Ludwig van Beethoven's most popular pieces are his Fifth Symphony, Für Elise for piano solo,
and his Ninth Symphony, which includes the melody Ode to Joy. He is remembered as an
important composer in the transitional period between the Classical Era and Romantic Era in
music and continues to be one of the most famous and influential composers of all time.

By his twenties, Beethoven began to suffer from
hearing loss. He did, however, continue to compose,
conduct and perform, even after he was completely
deaf. 

In 1792 Beethoven went back to Vienna to study with
the famous composer Joseph Haydn. Beethoven was
not totally satisfied with Haydn's teaching, though, and
he turned to musicians of lesser talent for extra
instruction. Beethoven rapidly proceeded to make his
mark as a brilliant keyboard performer and as a gifted
young composer with a number of works to his credit.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jv2WJMVPQi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfF0zHeU3Zs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HljSXSm6v9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7nSjwRMOog

