
Avoided production of livestock feed. 
Avoided production of food from virgin materials.
Reduced use of synthetic fertilizers and herbicides.
Increased carbon sequestration.
Feeding people in need. 
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Factors contributing to GHG emissions reductions and other benefits
of food recovery include:

REFEED IMPACT SUMMARY
September 2021 - August 2022

Livestock
2,800,946 kg of food 
provided as Livestock Feed.

of all food, or 35.5 million
metric tonnes, is wasted across
Canada's food supply chains.

Of which, 11.2 million metric
tonnes (32%) is avoidable.

People
346,342 kg sent to feed
people in need. 

Anaerobic Digestion
1,367,485 kg of food sent 
for anaerobic digestion.

8,611.94
METRIC TONNES OF CO2-

EQUIVALENTS AVOIDED FROM
SEPTEMBER 2021 TO AUGUST

2022
equivalent to removing annual emissions from

1. 825 passenger vehicles

 

Landfill
0 kg of food sent to landfill.

4.5 MILLION KG DIVERTED 
FROM LANDFILL

in one year.
Instead, feeding people, livestock & soil.

*Greenhouse gas emissions were calculated using a combination of the EPA's Waste Reduction Model
(WARM) and relevant peer reviewed literature. 

Thank you, to all our partners, customers,
friends, and employees for your continuous
contribution to a more equitable, circular,

and sustainable food future.

REFEEDCANADA.COM

feeding people, livestock, and soil

and industrial compost facilities



MORE ABOUT THE
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

OF FOOD LOSS & WASTE
REDUCTION

The environmental benefits associated with the recovery of food loss
and waste include: 

1) Reduction of downstream impacts, 

2) Increased utilization of resources, ensuring upstream impacts were
not for nothing (not included in GHG reduction calculations), and 

3) Direct avoidance of upstream impacts: replacement of
conventional food items and subsequent avoidance of their upstream
impacts.

3 ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

AVOIDING DOWNSTREAM IMPACTS

By repurposing food for human consumption or other nutrient
recovery purposes, we are diverting these products from the landfill
or industrial compost, and effectively avoiding the emissions
associated with these disposal methods, in addition to the other
environmental consequences of these disposal methods, such as
landfill leachate.

INCREASED UTILIZATION OF EXISTING RESOURCES

The environmental impact of food waste is not only downstream.
Food loss and waste is responsible for 6% of global greenhouse gas
emissions, while an additional 20% of global emissions are attributed
to the food production process. By preventing food from going to
waste, we are also ensuring that the resources that went into
producing these food products, such as the water, land, fertilizer
inputs and more are not ultimately wasted along with their nutrients.

DIRECT AVOIDANCE OF UPSTREAM IMPACTS

When food is recovered and reintroduced into our food system, we
are not only preventing the downstream impact of food waste, such
as landfill leachate and greenhouse gas emissions associated with
food degradation, and preventing wasted upstream impacts, we are
also alleviating the need for additional food to be produced by
replacing meals, food products, and soil amendments that would
have otherwise been acquired and produced from virgin resources.
By utilizing existing food sources rather than raw virgin materials, we
can avoid the food production process entirely.

In summary - ReFeed Canada's nutrient recovery service provides
food companies with an alternative more sustainable food disposal
service, ensuring your food products are kept at their highest value.

4,514,773 KG DIVERTED FROM LANDFILL


