
A free guide from

WALTONS’ ULTIMATE  
GUIDE TO
BUYING A SHED



waltons.co.uk Waltons’ Ultimate guide to Buying a Shed 2

CONTENTS

Introduction .......................................................... 3

How to choose your shed ................................... 4

Different types of shed .................................... 4

Simple storage sheds ....................................... 4

Larger and more secure sheds ....................... 4

Log Cabins ......................................................... 5

Garden Rooms .................................................. 5

Summerhouses ................................................ 5

How to choose your shed ................................... 5

Workshops ........................................................ 6

Playhouses ........................................................ 6

Getting the details right ...................................... 7

1. What will you use your shed for? ............... 7

2. What will go in your shed? .......................... 7

3. Layout and size ............................................. 8

4. What type of shed? .................................... 12

5. Material ....................................................... 13

6. Cladding ...................................................... 14

7. Roof type ..................................................... 15

8. Roof covering .............................................. 16

9. Windows ...................................................... 17

10. Doors ......................................................... 18

11. Security ...................................................... 19

12. Frame .........................................................21

13. Floor ...........................................................21

14. Base ...........................................................22

More Help ...........................................................23

Home office? Workshop? Mancave? We’ll help you 
find the right shed for the job.

Wood? Plastic? Metal? Follow our guide to help you 
decide on your best garden shed.

We explain optional upgrades on sheds and log 
cabins to help you spend your budget wisely.

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/workshops-and-garages
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-sheds
https://www.waltons.co.uk/log-cabins
https://www.waltons.co.uk/log-cabins
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Creating an organised workshop means that tools are always close to hand

A garden shed can be anything you want it to 
be, whether you’re looking for a sanctuary for 
reading and relaxation, a garden office, or just 
some outside storage.

We’ve put together the Ultimate Guide to 
Buying a Shed to help you purchase the very 
best shed for your needs. We lead you through 
all your options so can be happy with your 
purchase for years to come.

Our comprehensive guide includes detailed 
information and advice on every aspect of your 
new shed including:

1. Purpose: what will you use your shed for?
2. Contents: what will go in your shed?
3. Plan layout and size
4. What type of shed 
5. Material
6. Cladding
7. Roof type
8. Roof covering
9. Windows
10. Doors
11. Security
12. Frame
13. Floor
14. Base

INTRODUCTION

A simple storage shed can be upgraded for extra 
strength and longevity

Turn your shed into a home office, and transform 
your business

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-storage
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-home-office-log-cabins
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Different types of shed
Let’s start by looking at the range of sheds, log 
cabins and summerhouses available. To get 
you thinking, we’ll outline your main options 
giving a few notes about each and pointing out 
some factors to consider.

Simple storage sheds
A simple storage shed does a simple job: 
storing your belongings, but before choosing 
one, there are important points to consider:

• Material. Wood, plastic or metal. 
• Maintenance. Plastic and metal are almost 

maintenance-free. Wood will require 
treatment with stain or preservative.

• Access. Leave enough space inside to reach 
your gear and think about whether you’ll need 
double doors for access for larger items.

Larger and more secure sheds
A larger storage shed is ideal for storing more 
valuable belongings like bicycles, garden 
furniture and sports equipment. It can be 
made from wood, plastic or metal. Things to 
consider include: 

• Strength. Sturdier cladding options and 
a thicker frame will make your shed more 
secure. For storage of weighty items you’ll 
need a strong base and floor.

• Roof covering. You can upgrade to superior 
felt or go all the way and get an EPDM roof 
covering that lasts over 50 years.

• Space: We’ll take you through a planning 
process that will make sure you get enough, 
without going overboard.

• Security. You can order stronger doors and 
locks with your shed.

8ft x 6ft tongue & groove shed from Waltons Value 
Range. £329.99

8ft x 6ft tongue and groove shed from Waltons 
Tradesman range. £469.99

10ft x 8ft shiplap tongue & groove shed from Waltons 
Groundsman range. £679.99

14ft x 8ft pressure treated tongue & groove shed with 
15yr guarantee. £949.99

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR SHED

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-norfolk-apex-double-door-shed-8x6
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-8x6-tradesman-tongue-and-groove-apex-shed
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-groundsman-apex-double-door-shed-10x6
https://www.waltons.co.uk/pressure-treated-pent-sheds
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• Windows: Can be fixed or opening. Stains or 
paint finishes will give you a bespoke look.

Summerhouses
Wooden summerhouses are less expensive 
than log cabins or garden rooms, and can be 
used for almost anything from home gyms to 
craft rooms and art studios. They are easily 
painted and customised, and come in varying 
styles. Things to consider include:

• Style: Do you want a traditional, modern or 
corner summerhouse? Choose from a wide 
variety of sizes.

• Cladding: From overlap cladding through to 
Shiplap+, choose the best quality cladding for 
your budget.

• Roof covering: Upgrade to superior quality 
felt or give traditional summerhouses a 
decorative finish with self-adhesive shingles.

Log Cabins
A log cabin is a robust building with an 
interlocking frame. Available in a choice of 
wood thicknesses, it’s designed for those who 
want to spend more time in their garden room. 
Log cabins make excellent craft rooms or home 
offices. Points to consider include: 

• Cladding: 19mm, 28mm, 34mm or 44mm log 
thickness.

• Roof type: Apex roofs have a more 
traditional appearance while flat roofs 
provide a modern feel.

• Style: Verandas, roof overhangs, corner 
cabins and separate side storage are all 
options. 

• Upgrades: Add extra windows or doors or 
invest in double glazing for added insulation.

Garden Rooms
Insulated garden rooms are ideal for year-
round use, and make the perfect place to 
work, relax or provide entertainment space 
for parties and gatherings. The walls, floor, 
and roof are made from thick, double-skinned 
panels with built-in insulation. Windows and 
doors are double glazed for added warmth. 
Considerations include:

• Size and shape: Square, rectangular and 
corner garden rooms are available in a range 
of sizes.

• Layout: Plan your internal layout carefully to 
make sure you get the right size. 

• Customise: North-facing site? Choose where 
to place doors and windows or add more.

4m x 3m Waltons Noble Log Cabin from £2199.99

5m x 3m insulated Waltons garden room £9839.99

12ft x 8ft contemporary summerhouse with side 
storage. £1349.99

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR SHED

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/4m-x-3m-waltons-home-office-executive-log-cabin
https://www.waltons.co.uk/3m-5m-waltons-insulated-garden-room
https://www.waltons.co.uk/12-8-waltons-contemporary-garden-room-summer-house-with-side-shed
https://www.waltons.co.uk/12-8-waltons-contemporary-garden-room-summer-house-with-side-shed
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Playhouses

Playhouses are made from planed, rounded 
timber, with shatterproof styrene glazing. The 
doors have finger gaps to help prevent injuries. 

• Size: How many children will be using the 
space?

• Age: Waltons playhouses are designed and 
safety tested for use by children over three 
years of age. 

• Design: Choose from traditional, tower 
platform or Dutch barn designs.

• Roof covering: You could upgrade to superior 
felt which is 50% thicker than standard. 

You may have firm ideas about which type 
of shed suits your needs. Even so, it’s worth 
sticking with the following process to make 
sure you get the details right. This could make 
the difference between a shed that’s too small 
or cold, and a shed that does the job and 
makes you happy.

Workshops

Wooden garden workshops provide a 
dedicated space for hands-on work. Large 
enough to accommodate workbenches, tools 
and garden equipment, you can customise 
your workshop to suit your needs. Other points 
to consider include:

• Space: Plan carefully to make sure you 
have plenty of space to move safely around 
workbenches and storage areas. 

• Strength: If you’re storing heavy equipment, 
think about upgrading the frame, floor and 
base.

• Roof covering: Pay a little more to upgrade to 
superior felt or EPDM that lasts over 50 years.

• Security: If you’re storing valuable items you 
may prefer to have no windows. Alternatively, 
you might add window locks, security shutters 
and additional pad bolts to the doors. 

• Utilities: Will you need natural light, 
ventilation, electricity or water?

16ft x 8ft workshop from Waltons Groundsman 
range. £1449.99

There are many 
sheds to choose 
from, and 
most can be 
customised to 
suit your garden

7ft x 5ft Waltons playhouse with loft £469.99

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR SHED

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-groundsman-apex-workshop-16x10
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-snowdrop-cottage-with-loft-7x5
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1. What will you use your shed for?
To choose your perfect shed, first you need to 
know what you’re going to use it for.

If you just want storage space then warmth is 
less of an issue than if you want a workshop 
or home office. If you’re looking for a space 
in which to relax – a she shed or a man cave 
– then light might be more important. If you 
need storage for expensive items, security is 
crucial.

Each use has a corresponding requirement. 
Make two lists, one each for:

• Uses - what you will do in your shed.
• Requirements - what those uses require.

When listing requirements, consider:

• Storage: What do you want to store and how 
much space will you need for that?

• Furniture: Do you want a workbench, chairs, 
cupboards, shelves, a sink?

• Strength: Must your floor support heavy 
machinery or keep a workbench stable?

• Security: Will anything valuable be stored?
• Warmth: Will you be in your shed during the 

evening or night, or during the cold months?
• Height: How tall are you, and the things you 

need to store?
• Utilities: Do you need electricity and water?
• Light: How much natural light do you want 

coming through windows?
• Access: How large will your door or doors 

need to be?

These points can all be considered in the 
following steps when determining your shed’s 
size, material, cladding, roof and base.

2. What will go in your shed?
Use your work from Step 1 to write down a list 
of everything you want inside your shed. This 
will be used in step 3 to make sure you get the 
right size shed.

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

A gym shed needs to have a solid floor to hold heavy 
equipment.

A peaceful retreat requires furniture, light and 
warmth for all year round use.

Workshops require a solid workbench, access to tools 
and a power source.

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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Plan the perfect layout with free online tools like Sketchup, used to create this image.

3. Layout and size
Working with your list of uses, requirements, 
and anticipated contents, it’s now time to work 
out what size shed you need. There are three 
ways you can do this:

• Paper. Go analogue with scale drawings 
of different size sheds pencilling in 
workbenches, shelves, furniture, etc.

• Google Drawings. Use Google’s free 
software to create scale versions of different 
shed sizes and layouts.

• Room Planning Software. Use a free online 
room planner that lets you set room size, and 
create, position and scale furniture and other 
equipment. Try Floor Planner or Sketchup 
(used to create the example layouts below), 
which also offer the option to work in 2D or 
3D views.

As well as trying different size sheds, you can 
also experiment with moving windows, doors, 
and even add partitions to break up the space.

Make sure there is enough room in your 
garden for the shed size you need. If you’ve got 
too much furniture and equipment for the size 
of shed that fits the space, review your uses 
and requirements.

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

You can plan your layout on paper with scaled 
drawings and cut outs.

Sheds can be as small as 3ft x 2ft and go up 
to 20ft x 10ft, but 8ft x 6ft is the most popular 
size. It strikes a good balance between having 
enough space for storage and to move around 
inside, while not taking up too much space in 
the garden.

For inspiration, here are some sample layouts 
(made with Sketchup) for the following shed 
sizes:

• Small (4ft x 6ft)
• Medium (10ft x 10ft)
• Large (16ft x10ft)

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://drawings.google.com
https://drawings.google.com
http://www.floorplanner.com
http://www.sketchup.com
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1. Small 
6ft x 4ft Workshop

A tall shelving unit leaves 
enough space for a 
workbench, even in this 
small shed.

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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2. Medium
10ft x 10ft workshop

100 sq ft is sufficient 
space to set up several 
workspaces for different 
crafts and store materials. 
Intricate tasks can be 
done by the window. 

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

3. Large
16ft x 10ft workshop

With an enormous 160 
square feet, there’s plenty 
of space for moving 
around, room for three 
workbenches, and stacks 
of storage.

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT
4. What type of shed?
Now it’s time to choose which type of shed you want. Here’s a quick visual reminder of them 
below with links to lots more models on the Waltons website:

Workshop. A choice of budget or upgraded options 
in various sizes.

Playhouse. Planed, rounded timber to prevent 
splinters and shatterproof styrene windows for safety.

Log cabin. Strong interlocking construction. 
Traditional, modern or corner - many styles available. 

Summerhouse. A huge choice of sizes and styles with 
plenty of scope to customise to suit your needs.

Simple storage shed. Good value storage solution 
with the choice of overlap cladding or harder-wearing 
tongue & groove.

Larger, more secure storage shed. Choose from 
overlap, tongue & groove or shiplap+ cladding. 
Further upgrades are available.

The remaining steps will help you get the details right, including material, cladding (for a wooden 
shed), roof type, roof covering, doors, windows, security, frame, floor and base.

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/wooden-workshops
https://www.waltons.co.uk/playhouses
https://www.waltons.co.uk/log-cabins
https://www.waltons.co.uk/summer-houses
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-storage
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-sheds/10x6
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GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT
5. Material
Wooden sheds can be comfortable to work in, are easily customised, and look great in 
your garden. Both plastic and metal sheds are lightweight, easy to build, require very little 
maintenance, and can be very secure. Metal sheds should be fixed to a concrete base.

Use the table below to choose the right material for your shed. Higher numbers reflect the better 
options:

FEATURES Wood Plastic Metal

Description
The archetypal wooden shed 
is an attractive, hardwearing 

and easy to maintain addition 
to any garden.

Needing no annual 
maintenance, plastic sheds 
are an affordable storage 

option for any garden.

Easy to install metal sheds 
offer a practical space for 
garden tools, furniture or 

even motor vehicles.

Recommended 
use

Storage, workshop or leisure 
space

Budget-priced storage Secure storage

Maintenance
Requires annual treatment 

to maintain anti-rot 
guarantee.

Virtually maintenance-free Virtually maintenance-free

Security
Very good, if secured with an 
appropriate lock (see p.19).

Good, if secured with an 
appropriate lock (see p.19).

Excellent, if secured with an 
appropriate lock (see p.19). 

Rodent-proof.

Comfort  
(to work in)

Very good. Can be easily 
adapted with insulation, 
heating and ventilation.

Harder to ventilate/ insulate, 
so can get too hot or too 

cold.

Harder to ventilate/ insulate, 
so can get too hot or too 

cold.

Ease of build 5 4 3

Customisable 5 3 3

Cost 5 3 4

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-sheds/wooden-sheds
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-sheds/plastic-sheds
https://www.waltons.co.uk/garden-sheds/metal-sheds
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6. Cladding
Wooden sheds are built from either standard 
or pressure-treated timber:

Standard timber is usually pre-treated with 
a high quality timber preservative but needs 
annual treatment to protect against wood rot 
and decay, as well as to meet the conditions of 
an anti-rot guarantee.

Pressure-treated timber requires less 
maintenance because the timber preservative 

penetrates deep into the wood. From Waltons, 
it comes with a 15 year guarantee.

Check any shed you buy has, like all Waltons 
wooden sheds, an anti-rot guarantee, and that 
it’s built with ethically sourced timber. 

There are several types of cladding from which 
to choose. The table below will help you to 
work out which style will best suit your needs. 
Higher numbers reflect the better options. 

FEATURES Overlap 
(8mm timber)

Tongue 
and Groove 

(12mm 
timber)

Shiplap 
Tongue and 
Groove (12 

mm timber)

Shiplap+ 
(16mm 
timber)

Interlocking

Profile

Description

Overlapped 
and nailed 
together to 

provide shelter.

Interlocking 
to increase 

strength 
enough to 

support shelves

T&G with a 
curved top face 

to improve 
weather-
proofing

T&G shiplap 
with ‘Z’ profiled 

face for the 
best weather-

proofing

Chalet corner 
connections 

give more 
strength, and 
help to reduce 

draughts.

Recommended 
use

Budget storage 
sheds

More secure, 
weatherproof 
storage, work 

or leisure 
sheds.

For sheds 
needing more 
strength and 

weather-
proofing.

For those 
wanting the 

toughest, driest 
& warmest shed

Log cabins and 
garden rooms.

Strength 3 4 4 4.5 5

Weatherproofing 3 3.5 4 4.5 5

Security 3 4 4 4 5

Insulation 3 3.5 3.5 4 5

Cost 5 4.5 4 3.5 3

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

http://www.waltons.co.uk


waltons.co.uk Waltons’ Ultimate guide to Buying a Shed 15

7. Roof type
You might decide to choose the roof style 
you most like the look of, but you should also 
consider: 

Height. At the entrance and inside, for yourself 
and anything you want to store.

Planning permission. There may be a height 
restriction depending on where you live or the 
position of your shed relative to your house. 
See Waltons’ guide to planning permission.

Use the descriptions and examples in the table 
below to choose your roof style:

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

Conventional apex roof style

• ‘A’ shape slopes from side to side or front to back
• No water build-up
• Provides plenty of headroom

Apex 

A modern pent roof design

• Flat, single panel slopes back
• Rainwater flows behind
• Most head height at door

Pent 

A contemporary curved roof design

• Like a pent with a curve
• Rainwater runs off the back
• Most head height at door

Curved

Traditional Dutch barn style 

• Wide design maintains internal height
• Plenty of headroom, and items that require plenty of 

vertical space

Barn 

Understated flat roof

• Flat, single panel 
• A very small gradient
• Rainwater runs from front to back

Flat 

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/blog/a-guide-to-garden-planning-permission
http://bit.ly/2mSswGZ
http://bit.ly/2mSwPCh
https://www.waltons.co.uk/helios-summerhouse-8x8
http://bit.ly/2mSx8g8
http://bit.ly/2mSzWtA
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8. Roof covering
Weatherproof your shed roof using one of the 
following options:

• Roof felt
• Shingles
• EPDM (Ethylene Propylene Diene Terpolymer)

Roof felt is an effective waterproof barrier but 
needs to be renewed from time to time. EPDM 
is stronger and will last much longer.

Shingles are self-adhesive and are usually 
installed on top of roof felt, increasing its 
performance and adding a decorative touch.

The table below summarises your options:

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

Roof felt is simple to attach and can be replaced if 
necessary

FEATURES Standard Roof 
Felt

Superior Duty  
Roof Felt

Shingles EPDM

Image

Description

Durable 
bitumen. Easy to 
fit and maintain

Glass fibre and 
bitumen base. 
Easy to fit and 
maintain. 50% 

thicker than 
standard felt

An extra layer of 
bitumen and glass 
fibre tiles, laid over 
a felt roof covering

Tough synthetic 
rubber. Best fitted 

by a professional or 
experienced DIYer

Recommended 
use

The budget 
option. Best 
for sheds in 

sheltered 
locations

Exposed, weather-
beaten sheds, or 

those where a 
longer lifespan is 

essential

For a combination 
of decoration 
& increased 

durability

For the toughest, 
driest, longest-

lasting shed 
covering

Cost

Low. Supplied as 
standard with 

most sheds

Under £80 for a 
10ft x 10ft shed

Around £180 for 
a 10ft x 10ft shed. 
Other materials 
may be required

Around £130 for 
a 10ft x 10ft shed. 
Other materials 
may be required

Lifespan
3-5 years. Check 

annually
5-10 years. Check 

annually
Over 8 years. 

Check regularly
Over 50 years

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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9. Windows
Will you need natural light for reading or 
intricate work? Storage sheds may not require 
a lot of natural light or ventilation, but home 
offices or craft rooms are likely to  
benefit from as many windows as possible. 

Shatterproof styrene is provided with many 
sheds as a safe alternative to glass. This is 
important in playhouses and for sheds in 
active family gardens or allotments. 

Waltons garden rooms come with double 
glazing as standard but you may decide to 
upgrade your log cabin’s windows to double-
glazed if you require extra warmth or sound-
proofing. 

Use this table to choose the right windows  
for your shed. 

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

FEATURES Styrene Single glazed Double glazed

Material
Safe, shatterproof  
alternative to glass

Safety glass Argon-filled safety 
glass

Recommended 
use

Sheds, allotment 
buildings, workshops, 
summerhouses and 

playhouses

Log cabins, garden 
rooms and some 
summerhouses

Garden buildings 
with year-round,use, 

or those needing 
soundproofing

Maintenance
Little maintenance 

required
Frame guaranteed for 
10 years if maintained 

correctly

Frame guaranteed for 
10 years if maintained 

correctly

Insulation
Wind and rain-proof, 

but not very insulative
Provides some 

insulation against heat 
and cold

The most insulating 
window for a garden 

building

Strength/
Security

Security shutters can 
be fitted inside or out 

for extra security

Strong. Window locks 
can be fitted for extra 

security

Very strong. Window 
locks can be fitted for 

extra security

Cost

Lowest cost option. 
Supplied as standard 

on most storage 
sheds

Medium cost. 
Supplied as standard 

with all log cabins

Highest cost. Supplied 
as standard with all 

garden rooms

Adding Georgian style window bars gives this log 
cabin a vintage appearance.

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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10. Doors
The type of building you choose will come with a door, or set of double doors, as standard. Some 
summer houses, log cabins and garden rooms can be upgraded, for instance from single-glazing 
to double. You may even be able to add additional doors if this is required. The main types of 
door are:

Ledge. Standard door supplied with budget storage 
sheds.

Z frame. A stronger frame for heavier use sheds and 
workshops.

Framed. Used in houses, the most secure of all options. 
Solid, glazed or part-glazed.

Bi-fold. This glass door folds back neatly, and has a 
contemporary feel.

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-premium-overlap-apex-shed-6x4
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-premium-overlap-apex-shed-6x4
https://www.waltons.co.uk/waltons-10x6-tradesman-tongue-and-groove-apex-shed
https://www.waltons.co.uk/3m-5m-waltons-insulated-garden-room
https://www.waltons.co.uk/8ft-x-8ft-vermont-wooden-summerhouse
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Rim Locks
Supplied with handles, a receiver plate is 
screwed to the back of the door with the key 
inserted through a keyhole cut through to  
the front.

A rim lock comes with a receiver plate and 
keys, and is fitted to the frame of the door.

Mortice Locks
A mortice lock is the most secure option with 
the lock fitted into the door itself.

11. Security
Budget sheds are usually supplied with a turn-
button butterfly catch. Security upgrades include: 

Weatherproof Padlocks
The most common security measure is a  
staple that is screwed or bolted to the door 
and secured with a weatherproof, hardened 
steel padlock. 

Pad Bolts
The  pad bolt is attached to one side of the door, 
the ‘keeper’ to the other. Shut the door, slide 
the bolt across and secure with a weatherproof 
padlock.

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

A weatherproof padlock is a simple, quick solution at 
just £9.95

A tamper-proof Neulock pad bolt is the most secure 
type of pad bolt at £59.99

The most secure option, a mortice lock, is recessed 
into the body of the door

The plate for this rim lock fits to the inside of the 
door

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/49mm-weatherproof-padlock-with-hasp--staple
https://www.waltons.co.uk/neulock-sold-secure-pad-bolt
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Hinged internal shutters offer a good level of security

No shed is 100% secure, but the attention to 
the following measures will help to keep your 
valuables safe from most thieves: 

• Garden: Most thieves are opportunists, so 
make your garden difficult for them to access. 

• Windows: Toughened glass won’t smash 
if someone hits it with a hammer or brick. 
Window locks and security shutters add 
further layers of security.  

• Conceal: Curtains or blinds hide your 
valuables. Store tools out of sight in secure 
boxes and lock bikes to metal rings fixed to 
the floor. 

• Door: A standard shed door is no match for 
a determined burglar. Install a sturdier door 
fitted with a mortice or Yale lock. You might 
also reinforce the door with sheet metal, 
especially the area behind the lock. 

• Lock: Rim locks are more secure than a 
hasp and staple or pad bolt. Beware of using 
multiple locks which may advertise the 
presence of valuables. 

• Bolts: Coach bolts with rounded heads 
make it hard for thieves to unscrew hasp and 
staples, lock pads and door hinges. 

• Alarm: Wire your shed or workshop into 
your home burglar alarm, or install an 
independent system. 

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

• Security lights: Motion-sensitive outdoor 
lights can help ward off would-be thieves.

• Tamper-proof hinges:  Ensure burglars can’t 
remove doors to get to your belongings.

Last but not least – make sure your shed 
contents are insured. 

This windowless wooden workshop conceals valuable 
equipment

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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12. Frame
The frame of your shed provides strength and 
durability. The backbone of the structure, it 
supports the roof and wall panels, keeping the 
whole building stable. 

Look for double-framed corners for maximum 
strength.

Most wooden sheds come with a rigid 28mm 
x 28mm frame as standard. On many models 
you can choose to upgrade to thicker timbers 
for extra strength. 

Garden rooms are designed for more regular 
use than storage sheds and usually come with 
44mm x 58mm frames. 

13. Floor
Most sheds are supplied with a floor made 
from 9mm solid sheet board. This is adequate 
for most sheds but if you intend to store heavy 
items or install workbenches, do consider 
buying a floor support pack containing extra 
floor joists that fit in-between the standard 
joists supporting your shed floor.

Laminate flooring, carpet or other composite 
floor-coverings add another layer of strength 
or protection, and help to insulate your floor. A 
good floor covering also makes your shed more 
comfortable. 

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

This workshop has a 12mm interlocking tongue & groove floor to support heavy equipment.

A strong frame helps to prolong the life of your shed.

http://www.waltons.co.uk
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14. Base
A strong base raises your shed off the ground, 
allowing air to circulate and preventing ground 
water penetration.

It’s vital that your base is level, otherwise doors 
and screw holes may not align, and windows 
can be damaged. Insufficient drainage can 
make the ground under your shed damp 
leading to problems with rot and subsidence.

Try to leave at least a 3ft gap between your 
shed and any walls, trees or bushes. This 
allows for access during construction as well 
as for later maintenance including regular 
treatment with paint or wood stain. 

If you need electricity in your garden building, 
discuss your plans with a registered electrician 
before you build your base.

The three most popular types of base are the 
Portabase, paving slabs and concrete. It’s also 
advisable to raise up your shed from the base 
slightly with floor bearers or shed boots to 
protect from damp.

For more details, including step-by-step 
instructions to guide you through the build, 
see our ‘How to build a shed base’ guide. 
Meanwhile, here’s a summary of each base. 
Higher numbers reflect better options.

FEATURES Portabase Paving Slabs Concrete

Image

Description

Raised platform of 
pressure treated 

timber, anchored to the 
ground in each corner

Concrete slabs,  
on a hardcore and 

mortar base

Single slab of concrete, 
poured to the 

dimensions required

Recommended 
use

Suitable for smaller, 
lighter buildings 
like playhouses, 
small to medium 

wooden sheds, and 
summerhouses

Larger sheds, 
summerhouses and log 
cabins. Often used as a 
larger space for a shed 

to occupy part of.

Sheds that need the 
strongest and most 
stable base, such as 

large sheds, log cabins 
and garden rooms. 

Strength and 
durability 3 4 5

 Protection  
 from damp 3 5 5

Construction 
Time 5 3 3

Cost 5 4 3

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/building-a-base
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You should now have an idea of the size and type 
of shed you need, and the options and upgrades 
available when you want to buy. For more help. 
call our sales experts on 0800 029 1000.

To check if your building needs planning 
permission before you start, see our Guide to 
Planning Permission.

If you want to find out how to build a base  
for your shed, see our guide to how to build  
a shed base.

Also, be sure to use professionals for electrics 
and plumbing. See our shed conversion guides 
for more information.

Resources
Find more help with your conversion here:

Waltons help pages  
Waltons blog

And join us on social media:

Getting the details right will help your shed stand the test of time

For new sheds 
Visit waltons.co.uk if you want a new shed. 

Prices shown are correct at time of publication. 
For latest prices visit waltons.co.uk.

Any modification to a new Waltons shed can void  
your warranty.

MORE HELP

Waltons 10x8ft Helios Summerhouse  £999.99

http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/blog/waltons-guide-planning-permission-sheds
https://www.waltons.co.uk/blog/waltons-guide-planning-permission-sheds
https://www.waltons.co.uk/building-a-base
https://www.waltons.co.uk/building-a-base
https://www.waltons.co.uk/blog/shed-conversion-guides
https://www.waltons.co.uk/help-and-support
https://www.waltons.co.uk/blog
http://www.waltons.co.uk
http://www.waltons.co.uk
https://www.waltons.co.uk/helios-summerhouse-10x8
https://www.facebook.com/WaltonsGardenBuildings
https://www.facebook.com/WaltonsGardenBuildings/
https://twitter.com/Waltonsgarden
https://twitter.com/Waltonsgarden
https://www.pinterest.com/waltonsgarden
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/waltonsgarden/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWC6NAPYrReJyTIG-_O-ww
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWC6NAPYrReJyTIG-_O-ww
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWC6NAPYrReJyTIG-_O-ww
https://www.instagram.com/waltons_garden/

