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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE

The inductive method provides tools for deeper and more intentional Bible study. 
To study the Bible inductively, work through the steps below after  

reading background information on the book.

OBSERVATION & COMPREHENSION
Key question: What does the text say?

After reading the daily Scripture in its entirety at least once, begin working  
with smaller portions of  the Scripture. Read a passage of  Scripture repetitively, 
and then mark the following items in the text:

• Key or repeated words and ideas

• Key themes

• Transition words (I.e.: therefore, but, because, if/then, likewise, etc.)

• Lists

• Comparisons and contrasts

• Commands

• Unfamiliar words (look these up in a dictionary)

• Questions you have about the text

INTERPRETATION
Key question: What does the text mean?

Once you have annotated the text, work through the following steps to 
help you interpret its meaning:

• Read the passage in other versions for a better understanding of the text.

• Read cross-references to help interpret Scripture with Scripture.

• Paraphrase or summarize the passage to check for understanding.

• �Identify�how�the�text�reflects�the�metanarrative�of�Scripture,�which�is�the� 
story of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration.

•  Read trustworthy commentaries if you need further insight into the
meaning of the passage.
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APPLICATION
Key Question: How should the truth of this passage change me?

Bible study is not merely an intellectual pursuit. The truths about God, ourselves, 
and the gospel that we discover in Scripture should produce transformation in  
our hearts and lives. Answer the following questions as you consider what you  
have learned in your study:

• What attributes of God’s character are revealed in the passage?

Consider places where the text directly states the character of God, as 
well as how His character is revealed through His words and actions.

• What do I learn about myself in light of who God is?

Consider how you fall short of God’s character, how the text reveals your 
sin nature, and what it says about your new identity in Christ.

• How should this truth change me?

A passage of Scripture may contain direct commands telling us what to 
do or warnings about sins to avoid in order to help us grow in holiness. 
Other�times�our�application�flows�out�of�seeing�ourselves�in�light�of�God’s�
character.�As�we�pray�and�reflect�on�how�God�is�calling�us�to�change�in�
light of His Word, we should be asking questions like, “How should I 
pray for God to change my heart?” and “What practical steps can I take 
toward cultivating habits of holiness?”
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NOTES ON THIS PASSAGE: 

commenta ry 

What is the context of  the passage? What does the text say?

What is the author trying to teach 
his original audience?

Does the passage include any prominent 
biblical theology themes?

How does the context (historical, literary, and biblical) 
impact the meaning of  the passage?

How is this passage structured? What repeated 
words and breaks do you see in the passage?

Passage of  Study: Date:       /         /



Christological Bridge 

This short section is perhaps the most important in each study day. This is where we will think through all of  
the study on the text and connect the text to Jesus and the gospel. This bridge between the commentary on  

the text and the application of  the text will help prevent against moralistic application.

How does this passage connect to the gospel? What aspect of  the gospel is highlighted?  

How does this passage point to Christ? Does it speak explicitly of  Jesus? Are there aspects of  typology? Is it a messianic 
prophecy? Does the passage highlight the need for the coming Messiah? How is Jesus the answer to the problem presented in the 
passage? How is Jesus the true and better _____?   

Conclusion and Application 

What does this text mean to me? How can I apply this to my life?

What applications can you make? Think through how this passage would apply to specific situations. Think about how it 
would apply to yourself  as well as others in very different life circumstances or places in their walk with the Lord. What actions 
should this passage cause us to take?   

What conclusion can you draw? What words of  final encouragement and exhortation can you end with? 




