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V i d e o  1 

Biblical Theology
Bible Themes a re�  through the�  of Scripture.

In this course, you will lea rn how Bible Themes...

1.	 Illuminate �  in all of  Scripture

2.	 Thread parts of  the Bible into a �  whole

Definition of Biblical Theology

•	 Branch in the study of  God and His Word, which �  Bible themes 

as they unfold the gospel of  Jesus Christ throughout �  history, 

or, in other words, throughout the length of  time from �  to 

�

The study of Bible Themes...

1.	 Helps to �  connections between Old and New Testament books

2.	 Reveals the �  �  of  Jesus, even in the most hard-

to-read passages

Geerha rdus Vos, a Dutch-American Theologian, defined Biblical Theology as 

"the organic �  of God's supernatural revelation in historic 

continuity and multiformity as it finds its �  in Jesus Christ 

and His kingdom."

•	 “Organic process” = �  among the books of  Scripture

•	 “God’s supernatural revelation” = His �  power to hold together 

and work within and through the things of  this world

•	 “Historic continuity and multiformity” = God’s use of  �  and 

diverse means of  communication
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•	 “Fulfillment in Jesus Christ and His kingdom” = the saving work of  Jesus and His 

establishment of  the �  of  God on earth

Biblical Theology and Systematic Theology a re different:

•	 Systematic Theology brings the teachings of  Scripture into �  

categories, which come together to form the Christian � . These 

categories come together like construction for a house.

Practical Implications of studying Bible themes:

1.	 Help you understand the �  of  Scripture

2.	 Help you live out your �  with God 

3.	 Deepen your �

4.	 Study �  from different perspectives

5.	 Enrich your �  of  God and your �  with Him
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The Metanarrative of Scripture�
The Bible is true, � ,  timeless, and the �  

story of all.

A Metana rrative is an overa rching �  that provides 

a framework for the biblical story. The structure of the Bible's 

metana rrative is � ,  fall, redemption, and � .

The creation account is told in chapters 1  and 2 of � .

•	 Out of  His benevolence, God created the world and made unique creatures 

in His � : humans.

Then the �  happened in Genesis � .

•	 Adam and Eve forsook life with their Maker and �  

against Him by eating from the tree, which God forbade.

•	 Their life was no longer marked by fruitfulness but �  

and disobedience.

In Genesis 3:15,  God made a �  that a Son would come, 

and though He would be attacked, He ultimately would defeat sin and 

evil. This was the �  of the redemption stage.

•	 Redemptive history continued and came to a climax with the arrival of  the 

�  Son. 

•	 This Son was Jesus Christ, and through His life, death, and resurrection, 

Jesus �  sin and evil. 

Cont 
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Jesus's �  �  brought restoration.

•	 Through faith in Jesus, we are restored to our �  with the 

Creator, and we can live in His life-giving �  for eternity.

•	 The period of  restoration will be �  when Jesus comes again.

Creation, fall, � ,  and restoration make up the metana rrative 

of Scripture, and this �  is the framework through which we 

study Bible themes.
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Finding Jesus in all of Scripture
Christ-centeredness means to look at all of Scripture through the lens of 

the �  and �  of Jesus Christ.

•	 In the Law, we see a standard of  �  that only Jesus perfectly met. 

•	 Through the books of  the prophets like Isaiah, Zechariah, and Jeremiah, 

we see signs of  Jesus’s � , authority and power, suffering, 

� , and judgment on evil. 

•	 In the Psalms, we see the �  heart of  Jesus, who adored His Father 

and depended on Him to keep Him safe from harm. 

A Christ-centered �  of the Bible is something we can do 

because Jesus Himself �  this.

•	 In Luke 24, on the road to Emmaus, Jesus then went through the 

�  �  Scriptures and explained how the words 

related to Himself.

•	 Later in Luke 24:44–47, Jesus spoke to His disciples: “He told them: ‘These are my 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that everything written about 

me in the Law of  Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be � .’ 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. He also said to them, ‘This 

is what is written: The �  will suffer and rise from the dead the third 

day, and repentance for �  of  sins will be proclaimed in his name to 

all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.’”

Cont 
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The Bible confirms that Christ-centeredness is the �  

of Scripture.

•	 Second Corinthians 1:19–20 says, “For the Son of  God, Jesus Christ, whom we 

�  among you — Silvanus, Timothy, and I — did not become 

‘Yes and no.’ On the contrary, in him it is always ‘Yes.’ For every one of  God’s 

�  is ‘Yes’ in him. Therefore, through him we also say ‘Amen’ to 

the glory of  God.” 

•	 Second Timothy 3:14–15 says, “But as for you, �  in what you 

have learned and firmly believed. You know those who taught you, and you know 

that from infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you 

�  for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

When we trace Bible themes, it is an opportunity to �  on our 

glorious Savior and His great �  for us.
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How to Use the Bible Themes 
Handbook Part 1
For today's video, you can reference pages 25- 34 in the Bible Themes 

Handbook.

One way to use this resource is to pick a �  and follow its 

development through Scripture. Keep in mind what we have lea rned so fa r as 

we trace an example:

•	 Biblical theology: consider the full length of  time in redemptive �  

as well as the various �  in Scripture.

•	 Metanarrative: think about the Bible’s plot of  creation, � , 

redemption, and � .

•	 Christ-centered approach: remember to �  to Jesus over all.

Bible Theme Example: KINGDOM

Creation

•	 In the account of  Genesis 1 and 2, God lives with His people in a kingdom, 

the �  of  � , where He reigns with 

utmost power, authority, and �  before the humans.

•	 God graciously gives Adam and Eve the honorable tasks of  

�  the garden and �  His image in 

the world.

•	 In the beginning, we see Adam and Eve living in a garden-like kingdom as 

they �  the Lord and King in their midst.

Cont 
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Fall

•	 Adam and Eve’s �  caused them to be �  

from the garden of  Eden.

•	 The children of  Adam and Eve lived in �  without a home 

in the kingdom and away from their King.

•	 But God was �  to gather His people and reserve for them 

a place in the Promised Land.

•	 God confirmed His �  to Israel and covered them in His 

� , despite their rebellion.

Redemption & Restoration

•	 The �  of  Jesus Christ is the arrival of  God the 

� .

•	 In Christ, God came to �  His broken world and reclaim 

what is His.

•	 By His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus �  the kingdom 

of  God.

•	 Jesus brought the �  of  the garden to us by the Holy Spirit.

•	 Jesus is our King and Bridegroom, and He �  us to rescue 

us from sin and bring us back into His love.

As believers today, we spread the �  to continue Christ's 

�  work.

•	 We are able to enter God’s �  now and await the fullness of  His 

presence in eternity.

•	 God will manifest His kingdom fully on earth with the �  of  Jesus 

Christ, the King.

•	 It will be a kingdom, but a garden �  too, and we will enjoy the 

Lord forever.
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How to Use the Bible Themes 
Handbook Part 2
You can use the handbook to help identify themes in one of the gospel 

accounts or epistles and discover where the themes fit within the 

�  historical timeline.

Example: Ephesians -  The theme of BLESSING

Here a re some verses that speak to this theme:

•	 Ephesians 1:4–6 says, “For he �  us in him, before the 

foundation of  the world, to be holy and blameless in love before him. He 

�  us to be �  as sons through Jesus 

Christ for himself, according to the good pleasure of  his will, to the praise of  

his glorious grace that he �  on us in the Beloved One.”

•	 Ephesians 1:11–14 says, “In him we have also received an 

� , because we were predestined according to the plan 

of  the one who works out everything in agreement with the purpose of  

his will, so that we who had already put our hope in Christ might bring 

praise to his glory. In him you also were �  with the 

promised Holy Spirit when you heard the word of  truth, the gospel of  your 

� , and when you believed. The Holy Spirit is the down 

payment of  our inheritance, until the redemption of  the possession, to the 

praise of  his glory.”

Cont 
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•	 And finally, Ephesians 2:4–7 says, “But God, who is rich in mercy, 

because of  his great love that he had for us, made us �  

with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by 

� ! He also raised us up with him and seated us with him 

in the heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might display 

the immeasurable riches of  his grace through his �  to us 

in Christ Jesus.”

This blessing is the lavish love of God-our salvation and the 

�  of our bodies. This blessing means that we have 

�  life.

In Christ, we have a seat in �  before the throne of God, 

and we can �  in the Lord's rich presence now and on 

into eternity.

After reading Ephesians and seeing its themes, we can then go to The Bible 

Themes Handbook and view the section called "Blessing & Curse" that begins 

on page 181.

•	 The handbook talks about the blessing of  creation, the �  blessing, 

blessing coming to us in the person of  Jesus Christ, the blessing He earned, and the 

�  that we have in Him.

•	 With this approach, you can see how Ephesians is �  with the Old 

Testament.

•	 Ephesians works within the Bible as a �  to point to the saving 

work of  Jesus.

•	 We are able to live from a state of  peace and � , knowing that there 

is no other �  of  this world that can satisfy us as deeply as Christ.
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Biblical Theology
Bible Themes a re 	 relayed�  through the	 subplots�  of Scripture.

In this course, you will lea rn how Bible Themes...

1.	 Illuminate 	 Christ�  in all of  Scripture
2.	 Thread parts of  the Bible into a 	 united�  whole

Definition of Biblical Theology

•	 Branch in the study of  God and His Word, which 	 traces�  Bible themes as they unfold 
the gospel of  Jesus Christ throughout 	 redemptive�  history, or, in other words, throughout 
the length of  time from 	 Genesis�  to 	 Revelation�

The study of Bible Themes...

1.	 Helps to 	 bridge�  connections between Old and New Testament books
2.	 Reveals the 	 saving�  	 work�  of  Jesus, even in the most hard-to-

read passages

Geerha rdus Vos, a Dutch-American Theologian, defined Biblical Theology as "the 

organic 	 process�  of God's supernatural revelation in historic continuity and 

multiformity as it finds its 	 fulfillment�  in Jesus Christ and His kingdom."

•	 “Organic process” = 	 ha rmony�  among the books of  Scripture
•	 “God’s supernatural revelation” = His 	 sovereign�  power to hold together and work within 

and through the things of  this world
•	 “Historic continuity and multiformity” = God’s use of  	 history�  and diverse means of  

communication
•	 “Fulfillment in Jesus Christ and His kingdom” = the saving work of  Jesus and His establishment of  the 

	 kingdom�  of  God on earth

Biblical Theology and Systematic Theology a re different:

•	 Systematic Theology brings the teachings of  Scripture into 	 ordered�  categories, which 
come together to form the Christian 	 worldview� . These categories come together like 
construction for a house.

Practical Implications of studying Bible themes:

1.	 Help you understand the 	 unity�  of  Scripture
2.	 Help you live out your 	 journey�  with God 
3.	 Deepen your 	 worship�

4.	 Study 	 salvation�  from different perspectives
5.	 Enrich your 	 knowledge�  of  God and your 	 relationship�  with Him
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The Metanarrative of Scripture
The Bible is true, 	 trustworthy� ,  timeless, and the 	 greatest�  story of all.

a Metana rrative is an overa rching 	 structure�  that provides a framework for 

the biblical story. The structure of the Bible's metana rrative is 	 creation� ,  fall, 

redemption, and 	 restoration� .

The creation account is told in chapters 1  and 2 of 	 Genesis� .

•	 Out of  His benevolence, God created the world and made unique creatures in His 
	 image� : humans.

Then the 	 fall�  happened in Genesis    3� .

•	 Adam and Eve forsook life with their Maker and 	 rebelled�  against Him by 
eating from the tree, which God forbade.

•	 Their life was no longer marked by fruitfulness but 	 futility�  and disobedience.

In Genesis 3:15,  God made a 	 promise�  that a Son would come, and though 

He would be attacked, He ultimately would defeat sin and evil. This was the 

	 beginning�  of the redemption stage.

•	 Redemptive history continued and came to a climax with the arrival of  the 
	 promised�  Son. 

•	 This Son was Jesus Christ, and through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus 
	 defeated�  sin and evil. 

Jesus's 	 saving�  	 work�  brought restoration.

•	 Through faith in Jesus, we are restored to our 	 relationship�  with the Creator, and 
we can live in His life-giving 	 presence�  for eternity.

•	 The period of  restoration will be 	 complete�  when Jesus comes again.

Creation, fall, 	 redemption� , and restoration make up the metana rrative of Scripture, 

and this 	 metana rrative�  is the framework through which we study Bible themes.
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Finding Jesus in all of Scripture
Christ-centeredness means to look at all of Scripture through the lens of the 

	 person�  and 	 work�  of Jesus Christ.

•	 In the Law, we see a standard of  	 righteousness�  that only Jesus perfectly met. 
•	 Through the books of  the prophets like Isaiah, Zechariah, and Jeremiah, we see signs of  Jesus’s 

	 kingship� , authority and power, suffering, 	 sacrifice� , and judgment on evil. 
•	 In the Psalms, we see the 	 faithful�  heart of  Jesus, who adored His Father and depended 

on Him to keep Him safe from harm. 

A Christ-centered 	 reading�  of the Bible is something we can do because Jesus 

Himself 	 taught�  this.

•	 In Luke 24, on the road to Emmaus, Jesus then went through the 	 Old�  
	 Testament�  Scriptures and explained how the words related to Himself.

•	 Later in Luke 24:44–47, Jesus spoke to His disciples: “He told them: ‘These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you — that everything written about me in the Law of  Moses, the Prophets, 
and the Psalms must be 	 fulfilled� .’ Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures. He also said to them, ‘This is what is written: The 	 Messiah�  will suffer and 
rise from the dead the third day, and repentance for 	 forgiveness�  of  sins will be proclaimed 
in his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.’”

The Bible confirms that Christ-centeredness is the 	 objective�  of Scripture.

•	 Second Corinthians 1:19–20 says, “For the Son of  God, Jesus Christ, whom we 	 proclaimed�  
among you — Silvanus, Timothy, and I — did not become ‘Yes and no.’ On the contrary, in him it is 
always ‘Yes.’ For every one of  God’s 	 promises�  is ‘Yes’ in him. Therefore, through him we 
also say ‘Amen’ to the glory of  God.” 

•	 Second Timothy 3:14–15 says, “But as for you, 	 continue�  in what you have learned and 
firmly believed. You know those who taught you, and you know that from infancy you have known 
the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you 	 wisdom�  for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus.”

When we trace Bible themes, it is an opportunity to 	 reflect�  on our glorious 

Savior and His great 	 love�  for us.
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How to Use the Bible Themes 
Handbook Part 1
For today's video, you can reference pages 25- 34 in the Bible Themes Handbook.

One way to use this resource is to pick a 	 theme�  and follow its development 

through Scripture. Keep in mind what we have lea rned so fa r as we trace an example:

•	 Biblical theology: consider the full length of  time in redemptive 	 history�  as well as the 
various 	 genres�  in Scripture.

•	 Metanarrative: think about the Bible’s plot of  creation, 	 fall� , redemption, and 
	 restoration� .

•	 Christ-centered approach: remember to 	 point�  to Jesus over all.

Bible Theme Example: KINGDOM

Creation

•	 In the account of  Genesis 1 and 2, God lives with His people in a kingdom, the 
	 ga rden�  of  	 Eden� , where He reigns with utmost power, 
authority, and 	 majesty�  before the humans.

•	 God graciously gives Adam and Eve the honorable tasks of  	 stewa rding�  the 
garden and 	 reflecting�  His image in the world.

•	 In the beginning, we see Adam and Eve living in a garden-like kingdom as they 
	 magnify�  the Lord and King in their midst.

Fall

•	 Adam and Eve’s 	 disobedience�  caused them to be 	 expelled�  from 
the garden of  Eden.

•	 The children of  Adam and Eve lived in 	 exile�  without a home in the 
kingdom and away from their King.

•	 But God was 	 faithful�  to gather His people and reserve for them a place in 
the Promised Land.

•	 God confirmed His 	 commitment�  to Israel and covered them in His 
	 grace� , despite their rebellion.

Redemption & Restoration

•	 The 	 a rrival�  of  Jesus Christ is the arrival of  God the 	 King� .
•	 In Christ, God came to 	 restore�  His broken world and reclaim what is His.
•	 By His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus 	 established�  the kingdom of  God.
•	 Jesus brought the 	 intimacy�  of  the garden to us by the Holy Spirit.
•	 Jesus is our King and Bridegroom, and He 	 pursued�  us to rescue us from sin 

and bring us back into His love.

Cont 
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As believers today, we spread the 	 gospel�  to continue Christ's 

	 kingdom�  work.

•	 We are able to enter God’s 	 presence�  now and await the fullness of  His presence 
in eternity.

•	 God will manifest His kingdom fully on earth with the 	 return�  of  Jesus Christ, 
the King.

•	 It will be a kingdom, but a garden 	 pa radise�  too, and we will enjoy the Lord forever.
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How to Use the Bible Themes 
Handbook Part 2
You can use the handbook to help identify themes in one of the gospel accounts or epistles 

and discover where the themes fit within the 	 redemptive�  historical timeline.

Example: Ephesians -  The theme of BLESSING

Here a re some verses that speak to this theme:

•	 Ephesians 1:4–6 says, “For he 	 chose�  us in him, before the foundation of  
the world, to be holy and blameless in love before him. He 	 predestined�  us to 
be 	 adopted�  as sons through Jesus Christ for himself, according to the good 
pleasure of  his will, to the praise of  his glorious grace that he 	 lavished�  on us 
in the Beloved One.”

•	 Ephesians 1:11–14 says, “In him we have also received an 	 inheritance� , because 
we were predestined according to the plan of  the one who works out everything in agreement 
with the purpose of  his will, so that we who had already put our hope in Christ might bring 
praise to his glory. In him you also were 	 sealed�  with the promised Holy 
Spirit when you heard the word of  truth, the gospel of  your 	 salvation� ,  
and when you believed. The Holy Spirit is the down payment of  our inheritance, until the 
redemption of  the possession, to the praise of  his glory.”

•	 And finally, Ephesians 2:4–7 says, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of  his great love 
that he had for us, made us 	 alive�  with Christ even though we were dead in 
trespasses. You are saved by 	 grace� ! He also raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might display the 
immeasurable riches of  his grace through his 	 kindness�  to us in Christ Jesus.”

This blessing is the lavish love of God-our salvation and the 	 redemption�  

of our bodies. This blessing means that we have 	 eternal�  life.

In Christ, we have a seat in 	 heaven�  before the throne of God, and we 

can 	 delight�  in the Lord's rich presence now and on into eternity.

After reading Ephesians and seeing its themes, we can then go to the Bible Themes 

Handbook and view the section called "Blessing & Curse" that begins on page 181.

•	 The handbook talks about the blessing of  creation, the 	 covenant�  blessing, blessing 
coming to us in the person of  Jesus Christ, the blessing He earned, and the 	 inheritance�  
that we have in Him.

•	 With this approach, you can see how Ephesians is 	 ha rmonious�  with the Old Testament.
•	 Ephesians works within the Bible as a 	 whole�  to point to the saving work of  Jesus.
•	 We are able to live from a state of  peace and 	 satisfaction� , knowing that there is no other 

	 pleasure�  of  this world that can satisfy us as deeply as Christ.


