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VIDEO |

DBiblical Theology

BIBLE THEMES ARE THROUGH THE OF SCRIPTURE.

IN THIS COURSE, YOU WILL LEARN HOW BIBLE THEMES...

1. Hluminate in all of Scripture

2. Thread parts of the Bible into a whole

DEFINITION OF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

 Branch in the study of God and His Word, which Bible themes
as they unfold the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout history,
or, in other words, throughout the length of time from to

THE STUDY OF BIBLE THEMES...

1. Helps to connections between Old and New Testament books

2. Reveals the of Jesus, even in the most hard-

to-read passages

GEERHARDUS VOS, ADUTCH-AMERICAN THEOLOGIAN, DEFINED BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AS

"THE ORGANIC OF GOD'S SUPERNATURAL REVELATION IN HISTORIC

CONTINUITY AND MULTIFORMITY AS IT FINDS ITS IN JESUS CHRIST

AND HIS KINGDOM."

* “Organic process” = among the books of Scripture

* “God’s supernatural revelation” = His power to hold together
and work within and through the things of this world

 “Historic continuity and multiformity” = God’s use of and

diverse means of communication
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¢ “Fulfillment in Jesus Christ and His kingdom” = the saving work of Jesus and His

establishment of the of God on earth

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AND SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY ARE DIFFERENT:

* Systematic Theology brings the teachings of Scripture into

categories, which come together to form the Christian . These

categories come together like construction for a house.

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF STUDYING BIBLE THEMES:

1. Help you understand the of Scripture

2. Help you live out your with God

3. Deepen your

4. Study from different perspectives

5. Enrich your of God and your with Him
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VIDEO 2

The Metanarrative of Scripture

THE BIBLE IS TRUE, , TIMELESS, AND THE

STORY OF ALL.

A METANARRATIVE IS AN OVERARCHING THAT PROVIDES

A FRAMEWORK FOR THE BIBLICAL STORY. THE STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE'S

METANARRATIVE IS , FALL, REDEMPTION, AND

THE CREATION ACCOUNT IS TOLD IN CHAPTERS | AND 2 OF

* Out of His benevolence, God created the world and made unique creatures

in His : humans.

THEN THE HAPPENED IN GENESIS .

* Adam and Eve forsook life with their Maker and

against Him by eating from the tree, which God forbade.

¢ Their life was no longer marked by fruitfulness but

and disobedience.

IN GENESIS 3:15, GOD MADE A THAT A SON WOULD COME,

AND THOUGH HE WOULD BE ATTACKED, HE ULTIMATELY WOULD DEFEAT SIN AND

EVIL. THIS WAS THE OF THE REDEMPTION STAGE.

* Redemptive history continued and came to a climax with the arrival of the

Son.

* This Son was Jesus Christ, and through His life, death, and resurrection,

Jesus sin and evil.
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JESUS'S BROUGHT RESTORATION.

* Through faith in Jesus, we are restored to our with the

Creator, and we can live in His life-giving for eternity.

¢ The period of restoration will be when Jesus comes again.

CREATION, FALL, , AND RESTORATION MAKE UP THE METANARRATIVE

OF SCRIPTURE, AND THIS IS THE FRAMEWORK THROUGH WHICH WE

STUDY BIBLE THEMES.



VIDEO 3

Finding Jesus in all of Scripture

CHRIST-CENTEREDNESS MEANS TO LOOK AT ALL OF SCRIPTURE THROUGH THE LENS OF

THE AND OF JESUS CHRIST.

¢ In the Law, we see a standard of that only Jesus perfectly met.

* Through the books of the prophets like Isaiah, Zechariah, and Jeremiah,

we see signs of Jesus’s , authority and power, suffering,

, and judgment on evil.

¢ In the Psalms, we see the heart of Jesus, who adored His Father

and depended on Him to keep Him safe from harm.

A CHRIST-CENTERED OF THE BIBLE IS SOMETHING WE CAN DO

BECAUSE JESUS HIMSELF THIS.

* In Luke 24, on the road to Emmaus, Jesus then went through the

Scriptures and explained how the words

related to Himself.
* Later in Luke 24:44-47, Jesus spoke to His disciples: “He told them: “These are my
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about

bl

me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. He also said to them, “This

1s what 1s written: The will suffer and rise from the dead the third

day, and repentance for of sins will be proclaimed in his name to

all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.””
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THE BIBLE CONFIRMS THAT CHRIST-CENTEREDNESS IS THE

OF SCRIPTURE.
* Second Corinthians 1:19-20 says, “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we

among you— Silvanus, Timothy, and I-—did not become

“Yes and no.” On the contrary, in him it is always ‘Yes.” For every one of God’s

is “Yes’ in him. Therefore, through him we also say Amen’ to

the glory of God.”

* Second Timothy 3:14—15 says, “But as for you, in what you

have learned and firmly believed. You know those who taught you, and you know
that from infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

WHEN WE TRACE BIBLE THEMES, IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ON OUR

GLORIOUS SAVIOR AND HIS GREAT FOR US.

jo)
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VIDEO 4

How (o Use the Bible Themes
Handbook Part 1

FOR TODAY'S VIDEO, YOU CAN REFERENCE PAGES 25— 34 IN THE BIBLE THEMES

HANDBOOK.

ONE WAY TO USE THIS RESOURCE IS TO PICK A AND FOLLOW ITS

DEVELOPMENT THROUGH SCRIPTURE. KEEP IN MIND WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED SO FAR AS
WE TRACE AN EXAMPLE:

* Biblical theology: consider the full length of time in redemptive

as well as the various in Scripture.

* Metanarrative: think about the Bible’s plot of creation,

redemption, and

¢ Christ-centered approach: remember to to Jesus over all.

BIBLE THEME EXAMPLE: KINGDOM

CREATION
¢ In the account of Genesis 1 and 2, God lives with His people in a kingdom,

the of , where He reigns with

utmost power, authority, and before the humans.
* God graciously gives Adam and Eve the honorable tasks of

the garden and His image in

the world.
¢ In the beginning, we see Adam and Eve living in a garden-like kingdom as

they the Lord and King in their midst.
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FALL

¢ Adam and Eve’s caused them to be

from the garden of Eden.

¢ The children of Adam and Eve lived in without a home

in the kingdom and away from their King.

* But God was to gather His people and reserve for them

a place in the Promised Land.

* God confirmed His to Israel and covered them in His

, despite their rebellion.

REDEMPTION & RESTORATION

* The of Jesus Christ is the arrival of God the

e In Christ, God came to His broken world and reclaim
what 1s His.

» By His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus the kingdom
of God.

¢ Jesus brought the of the garden to us by the Holy Spirit.

¢ Jesus is our King and Bridegroom, and He us to rescue

us from sin and bring us back into His love.

AS BELIEVERS TODAY, WE SPREAD THE TO CONTINUE CHRIST'S
WORK.
* We are able to enter God’s now and await the fullness of His

presence in eternity.

* God will manifest His kingdom fully on earth with the of Jesus

Christ, the King

¢ It will be a kingdom, but a garden too, and we will enjoy the

Lord forever.
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VIDEO 5

How (o Use the Bible Themes
Handbook Part 2

YOU CAN USE THE HANDBOOK TO HELP IDENTIFY THEMES IN ONE OF THE GOSPEL

ACCOUNTS OR EPISTLES AND DISCOVER WHERE THE THEMES FIT WITHIN THE

HISTORICAL TIMELINE.

EXAMPLE: EPHESIANS — THE THEME OF BLESSING

HERE ARE SOME VERSES THAT SPEAK TO THIS THEME:

* Ephesians 1:4-6 says, “For he us in him, before the

foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in love before him. He

us to be as sons through Jesus

Christ for himself] according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of

his glorious grace that he on us in the Beloved One.”

* Ephesians 1:11-14 says, “In him we have also received an

, because we were predestined according to the plan

of the one who works out everything in agreement with the purpose of

his will, so that we who had already put our hope in Christ might bring

praise to his glory. In him you also were with the
promised Holy Spirit when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your

, and when you believed. The Holy Spirit is the down

payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of the possession, to the

praise of his glory.”

CONT »
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* And finally, Ephesians 2:4—7 says, “But God, who is rich in mercy,

because of his great love that he had for us, made us

with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by

! He also raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might display

the immeasurable riches of his grace through his to us

in Christ Jesus.”

THIS BLESSING IS THE LAVISH LOVE OF GOD — OUR SALVATION AND THE

OF OUR BODIES. THIS BLESSING MEANS THAT WE HAVE

LIFE.

IN CHRIST, WE HAVE A SEAT IN BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD,

AND WE CAN IN THE LORD'S RICH PRESENCE NOW AND ON

INTO ETERNITY.

AFTER READING EPHESIANS AND SEEING ITS THEMES, WE CAN THEN GO TO THE BIBLE
THEMES HANDBOOK AND VIEW THE SECTION CALLED "BLESSING & CURSE" THAT BEGINS
ON PAGE 18I.

* The handbook talks about the blessing of creation, the blessing,

blessing coming to us in the person of Jesus Christ, the blessing He earned, and the

that we have in Him.

* With this approach, you can see how Ephesians is with the Old
Testament.
* Ephesians works within the Bible as a to point to the saving

work of Jesus.

* We are able to live from a state of peace and , knowing that there

is no other of this world that can satisty us as deeply as Christ.



VIDEO | ANSWER KEY

Biblical Theology

BIBLE THEMES ARE RELAYED THROUGH THE SUBPLOTS OF SCRIPTURE.

IN THIS COURSE, YOU WILL LEARN HOW BIBLE THEMES...

1. Illuminate CHRIST in all of Scripture

2. Thread parts of the Bible into a UNITED whole

DEFINITION OF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

e Branch in the study of God and His Word, which TRACES Bible themes as they unfold
the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout REDEMPTIVE history, or, in other words, throughout
the length of time from GENESIS to REVELATION

THE STUDY OF BIBLE THEMES...

1. Helps to BRIDGE connections between Old and New Testament books

2. Reveals the SAVING WORK of Jesus, even in the most hard-to-

read passages

GEERHARDUS VOS, ADUTCH-AMERICAN THEOLOGIAN, DEFINED BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AS "THE

ORGANIC PROCESS OF GOD'S SUPERNATURAL REVELATION IN HISTORIC CONTINUITY AND
MULTIFORMITY AS IT FINDS ITS FULFILLMENT IN JESUS CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM."

e “Organic process” = HARMONY among the books of Scripture

e “God’s supernatural revelation” = His SOVEREIGN power to hold together and work within

and through the things of this world

e “Historic continuity and multiformity” = God’s use of HISTORY and diverse means of

communication
e “Fulfillment in Jesus Christ and His kingdom” = the saving work of Jesus and His establishment of the
KINGDOM of God on carth

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AND SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY ARE DIFFERENT:

e Systematic Theology brings the teachings of Scripture into ORDERED categories, which

come together to form the Christian WORLDVIEW . These categories come together like

construction for a house.

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF STUDYING BIBLE THEMES:

1. Help you understand the UNITY of Scripture

2. Help you live out your JOURNEY with God

3. Deepen your WORSHIP

4. Study SALVATION from different perspectives

5. Enrich your KNOWLEDGE of God and your RELATIONSHIP with Him
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VIDEO 2 ANSWER KEY

The Metanarrative of Scripture

THE BIBLE IS TRUE, TRUSTWORTHY , TIMELESS, AND THE GREATEST STORY OF ALL.
A METANARRATIVE IS AN OVERARCHING STRUCTURE THAT PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR
THE BIBLICAL STORY. THE STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE'S METANARRATIVE IS CREATION , FALL,

REDEMPTION, AND RESTORATION

THE CREATION ACCOUNT IS TOLD IN CHAPTERS | AND 2 OF GENESIS

e Out of His benevolence, God created the world and made unique creatures in His

IMAGE : humans.

THEN THE FALL HAPPENED IN GENESIS 3 .

¢ Adam and Eve forsook life with their Maker and REBELLED against Him by

cating from the tree, which God forbade.

e Their life was no longer marked by fruitfulness but FUTILITY and disobedience.
IN GENESIS 3:15, GOD MADE A PROMISE THAT A SON WOULD COME, AND THOUGH
HE WOULD BE ATTACKED, HE ULTIMATELY WOULD DEFEAT SIN AND EVIL. THIS WAS THE

BEGINNING OF THE REDEMPTION STAGE.

¢ Redemptive history continued and came to a climax with the arrival of the

PROMISED Son.

e This Son was Jesus Christ, and through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus

DEFEATED sin and evil.

JESUS'S SAVING WORK BROUGHT RESTORATION.

e Through faith in Jesus, we are restored to our RELATIONSHIP with the Creator, and

we can live in His life-giving PRESENCE for eternity.
e The period of restoration will be COMPLETE when Jesus comes again.
CREATION, FALL, REDEMPTION , AND RESTORATION MAKE UP THE METANARRATIVE OF SCRIPTURE,

AND THIS METANARRATIVE IS THE FRAMEWORK THROUGH WHICH WE STUDY BIBLE THEMES.
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VIDEO 3 ANSWER KEY

Finding Jesus in all of Scripture

CHRIST-CENTEREDNESS MEANS TO LOOK AT ALL OF SCRIPTURE THROUGH THE LENS OF THE
PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST.

e In the Law, we sce a standard of  RIGHTEOUSNESS  that only Jesus perfectly met.

e Through the books of the prophets like Isaiah, Zechariah, and Jeremiah, we see signs of Jesus’s
KINGSHIP , authority and power, suffering, SACRIFICE , and judgment on evil.

¢ In the Psalms, we sec the FAITHFUL heart of Jesus, who adored His Father and depended

on Him to keep Him safe from harm.

A CHRIST-CENTERED READING OF THE BIBLE IS SOMETHING WE CAN DO BECAUSE JESUS
HIMSELF TAUGHT THIS.
e In Luke 24, on the road to Emmaus, Jesus then went through the oLD
TESTAMENT Scriptures and explained how the words related to Himself.

e Later in Luke 24:44-47, Jesus spoke to His disciples: “He told them: “These are my words that I spoke
to you while I was still with you— that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets,

and the Psalms must be FULFILLED > Then he opened their minds to understand the

Scriptures. He also said to them, “This is what is written: The MESSIAH will suffer and

rise from the dead the third day, and repentance for FORGIVENESS of sins will be proclaimed

in his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.””

THE BIBLE CONFIRMS THAT CHRIST-CENTEREDNESS IS THE OBJECTIVE OF SCRIPTURE.

e Second Corinthians 1:19-20 says, “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we PROCLAIMED

among you— Silvanus, Timothy, and I-—did not become ‘Yes and no.” On the contrary, in him it is

always ‘Yes.” For every one of God’s PROMISES is “Yes’ in him. Therefore, through him we

also say Amen’ to the glory of God.”

e Second Timothy 3:14—15 says, “But as for you, CONTINUE in what you have learned and
firmly believed. You know those who taught you, and you know that from infancy you have known
the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you WISDOM for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.”

WHEN WE TRACE BIBLE THEMES, IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT ON OUR GLORIOUS
SAVIOR AND HIS GREAT LOVE FOR US.




VIDEO 4 ANSWER KEY

How to Use the Bible Themes
Handboolk Part 1

FOR TODAY'S VIDEO, YOU CAN REFERENCE PAGES 25 - 34 IN THE BIBLE THEMES HANDBOOK.

ONE WAY TO USE THIS RESOURCE IS TO PICK A THEME AND FOLLOW ITS DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH SCRIPTURE. KEEP IN MIND WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED SO FAR AS WE TRACE AN EXAMPLE:

* Biblical theology: consider the full length of time in redemptive HISTORY as well as the

various GENRES in Scripture.

¢ Metanarrative: think about the Bible’s plot of creation, FALL , redemption, and

RESTORATION

e Christ-centered approach: remember to POINT to Jesus over all.

BIBLE THEME EXAMPLE: KINGDOM

CREATION

e In the account of Genesis 1 and 2, God lives with His people in a kingdom, the

GARDEN of EDEN , where He reigns with utmost power,
authority, and MAJESTY before the humans.
¢ God graciously gives Adam and Eve the honorable tasks of STEWARDING the
garden and REFLECTING His image in the world.

¢ In the beginning, we see Adam and Eve living in a garden-like kingdom as they

MAGNIFY the Lord and King in their midst.
FALL

¢ Adam and Eve’s DISOBEDIENCE caused them to be EXPELLED from
the garden of Eden.

e The children of Adam and Eve lived in EXILE without a home in the
kingdom and away from their King.

e But God was FAITHFUL to gather His people and reserve for them a place in
the Promised Land.

¢ God confirmed His COMMITMENT to Israel and covered them in His

GRACE , despite their rebellion.

REDEMPTION & RESTORATION
e The ARRIVAL of Jesus Christ is the arrival of God the KING

¢ In Christ, God came to RESTORE His broken world and reclaim what is His.

e By His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus ESTABLISHED the kingdom of God.

¢ Jesus brought the INTIMACY of the garden to us by the Holy Spirit.

e Jesus is our King and Bridegroom, and He PURSUED us to rescue us from sin

and bring us back into His love.

CONT»
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AS BELIEVERS TODAY, WE SPREAD THE
KINGDOM WORK.

GOSPEL TO CONTINUE CHRIST'S

¢ We are able to enter God’s PRESENCE

now and await the fullness of His presence
in eternity.

e God will manifest His kingdom fully on earth with the RETURN of Jesus Christ,
the King,

e It will be a kingdom, but a garden PARADISE

too, and we will enjoy the Lord forever.
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VIDEO 5 ANSWER KEY

How to Use the Bible Themes
Handbook Part 2

YOU CAN USE THE HANDBOOK TO HELP IDENTIFY THEMES IN ONE OF THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS OR EPISTLES
AND DISCOVER WHERE THE THEMES FIT WITHIN THE REDEMPTIVE HISTORICAL TIMELINE.

EXAMPLE: EPHESIANS - THE THEME OF BLESSING

HERE ARE SOME VERSES THAT SPEAK TO THIS THEME:

e Ephesians 1:4-6 says, “Ior he CHOSE us in him, before the foundation of
the world, to be holy and blameless in love before him. He PREDESTINED us to
be ADOPTED as sons through Jesus Christ for himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he LAVISHED on us
in the Beloved One.”

e Ephesians 1:11-14 says, “In him we have also received an INHERITANCE , because

we were predestined according to the plan of the one who works out everything in agreement
with the purpose of his will, so that we who had already put our hope in Christ might bring
praise to his glory. In him you also were SEALED with the promised Holy

Spirit when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your SALVATION ,

and when you believed. The Holy Spirit is the down payment of our inheritance, until the
redemption of the possession, to the praise of his glory.”

e And finally, Ephesians 2:4—7 says, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love
that he had for us, made us ALIVE with Christ even though we were dead in

trespasses. You are saved by GRACE ! He also raised us up with him and seated

us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might display the

immeasurable riches of his grace through his KINDNESS to us in Christ Jesus.”

THIS BLESSING IS THE LAVISH LOVE OF GOD — OUR SALVATION AND THE REDEMPTION
OF OUR BODIES. THIS BLESSING MEANS THAT WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.

IN CHRIST, WE HAVE A SEAT IN HEAVEN BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD, AND WE
CAN DELIGHT IN THE LORD'S RICH PRESENCE NOW AND ON INTO ETERNITY.

AFTER READING EPHESIANS AND SEEING ITS THEMES, WE CAN THEN GO TO THE BIBLE THEMES
HANDBOOK AND VIEW THE SECTION CALLED "BLESSING & CURSE" THAT BEGINS ON PAGE 181.

The handbook talks about the blessing of creation, the COVENANT blessing, blessing

coming to us in the person of Jesus Christ, the blessing He earned, and the INHERITANCE

that we have in Him.

With this approach, you can see how Ephesians is HARMONIOUS with the Old Testament.

Ephesians works within the Bible as a WHOLE to point to the saving work of Jesus.

We are able to live from a state of peace and SATISFACTION , knowing that there is no other

PLEASURE of this world that can satisfy us as deeply as Christ.
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