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As a graduate in a Geophysics Engineering program, I  spent ten years in advert is ing and sales ,  

working with the public  to promote products and achieve higher sales numbers each year .  My 

husband and I  had recently had a small  chi ld and we worked hard to provide for  him the best 

l i fe possible .  Everything about our l ives seemed perfectly normal and we had no reason to 

bel ieve that anything about that was going to change.  Unfortunately ,  real i ty would prove us 

wrong about our assumptions.  

In 2012,  our l i fe changed dramatically .  I  was diagnosed with Adenoid Cystic  Carcinoma; a rare 

type of  head and neck cancer .  The doctor told me that I  would be f ine once treatment was 

completed but I  would be incapable of  speaking for  approximately one year .  The proclamation 

was alarming.  I  was st i l l  young.  I  had a four-year-old l i t t le boy.  My career depended on my 

abil i ty  to speak.  

Even st i l l ,  I  knew I  had to do whatever i t  took and so I  pushed myself  through the treatments .  I t  

was a painful  four months of  surgery and radiotherapy.  As the Doctor had warned,  I  couldn't  

speak and was restr icted to only dr inking l iquids .  Without the abil i ty  to speak,  I  was no longer 

able to speak with customers and make sales .  My career was over .  This forced me to look for  a 

new job model that would al low me to work without speech.  

My husband and I  have always been interested in vintage products including leather goods and 

tradit ional  Turkish ki l ims.  So we decided to start  exploring these interests together .  I  found 

someone on the southern side of  Turkey who could produce the leather crafted products we had 

started designing and dreaming about .  I  used those pieces to make a name for myself  on a 

nationwide retai l  website;  the perfect  platform for an unprofessional  sel ler .  In this  way,  I  was 

able to create my company,  Galen Leather ,  named after  a precious stone I  remembered from my 

earl ier  education.  

Slowly my business began to grow. Since I  was able to communicate with customers via email ,  I  

didn't  need to worry about the fact  that I  couldn't  talk .  Even st i l l ,  I  knew the business needed 

something more in order to succeed.  
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At  th i s  same  t ime ,  my  b ro the r ,  Yusu f ,  had  ju s t  g radua ted  f rom an  Economics  p rog ram and  

was  look ing  fo r  a  j ob .  Bu t  he  too  was  no t  i n te res ted  in  a  t r ad i t i ona l  9 -5  j ob .  So  he  s ta r ted  

t ak ing  p i c tu res  fo r  me ,  c rea t ing  the  mos t  beau t i fu l  images  to  d i sp lay  the  l ea the r  goods  

and  p i l l ows  we  so ld .  

Fo r  the  nex t  yea r  we  were  ab le  to  s lowly  i nc rease  ou r  bus iness .  Du r ing  the  2013  Ch r i s tmas  

season ,  we  expe r i enced  an  unexpec ted  sp i ke  in  o rde r s .  Con t ra r y  to  wha t  you  migh t  th ink ,  

th i s  a c tua l l y  th rea tened  to  end  ou r  en t i r e  company .  Ou r  vendor  was  no t  ab le  to  meet  the  

demand  and  we  were  unsu re  i f  we  wou ld  be  ab le  to  keep  go ing .  Thank fu l l y ,  we  managed  to  

pu l l  th rough  and  keep  ou r  cus tomers  happy .  Fo l low ing  th i s ,  ou r  bus iness  r e tu rned  to  a  

semblance  o f  no rma l  un t i l  my  husband  asked  fo r  a  l ea the r  j ou rna l  f o r  h i s  Mo lesk ine  

no tebook  and  iPad .  When  I  r eques ted  th i s  f rom ou r  vendor ,  he  was  no t  i n te res ted  in  

he lp ing  and  I  knew we  had  to  make  some  changes .  

Yusu f  and  I  dec ided  to  s t a r t  p roduc ing  ou r  own  l ea the r  goods .  We  s ta r ted  t ak ing  c l a s ses  to  

l ea rn  l ea the r  c ra f t i ng ,  l ea rn ing  f rom some  o f  the  bes t  l ea the r  c ra f te r s  i n  the  a rea ,  a s  we l l  

a s  YouTube  v ideos .   I t  t ook  seve ra l  t r i e s  to  c rea te  exac t l y  wha t  my  husband  had  been  

look ing  fo r  bu t  we  f i na l l y  managed  i t ,  much  to  h i s  sa t i s f ac t ion .  Na tu ra l l y ,  I  was  p re t t y  

ec s ta t i c  too !  I  was  so  p roud  o f  myse l f  f o r  wha t  we  had  accompl i shed  tha t  I  con t inued  

c rea t ing  more  and  more  th ings .  Yusu f  and  I  we re  ab le  to  c rea te  t ech  accesso r i e s  and  o the r  

spec ia l t y  p roduc t s .  Eve ry th ing  was  l a se r  cu t  and  s t i t ched  by  hand .  The  bus iness  took  o f f .  

Today ,  I  am hea l thy  and  have  been  ab le  to  r e tu rn  to  my  no rma l  l i f e .  I  c an  speak  aga in  and  

my  husband ,  ou r  fou r - yea r -o ld  son ,  Cagan ,  and  I  a re  ab le  to  su rv i ve  on  the  revenue  f rom 

th i s  company .  Each  day  I  am g ra te fu l  f o r  th i s  l i f e  and  I ' ve  neve r  s topped  expe r iment ing  

and  look ing  fo r  ways  to  c rea te  new lea the r  p roduc t s  tha t  ou r  cus tomers  w i l l  be  i n te res ted  

in .  We  con t inue  to  p rov ide  h igh  qua l i t y  and  beau t i fu l  p roduc t s  to  ou r  cus tomers .  W i th  a l l  

the  p roduc t s  be ing  handmade ,  they  a re  un ique  amongs t  themse lves ,  mean ing  tha t  each  

p roduc t  i s  a  c rea t i ve  work  o f  a r t  tha t  ou r  cus tomers  can  show o f f  t o  the i r  f ami l y  and  

f r i ends .  Ou r  beau t i fu l  p roduc t s  a re  ou r  p r ide  and  joy  and  i t  wa rms  ou r  hea r t s  to  know tha t  

when  we  c rea te  someth ing  new ,  you ,  i n  tu rn ,  w i l l  come  to  l ove  them as  we l l .  

Zeynep Prens


