
Risk VS Reward 
Video Exam 

Arkansas Paramotor 2022 

1. What does USPPA stand for? 

2. What are the most common accidents in the Paramotor sport? 

A. 

B.  

C. 

D. 

3. Wing malfunctions 

A. Parachutal Stall 

Major causes 

High thrust 

Light wing loading 

Over braking 

Porous material 

Incorrect line lengths 

Turbulence  
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 How to recover from parachutal stall 

1. 

2. 

3. 

B. Wing collapse (wing fold) 

How to recover 

1. 

2. 

4. What is a SIV course? 

5. Equipment selection decision factors… 

Size 

Weight 

Physical condition 

Geography 

Experience 
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6.  Wing selection. 

4 questions to ask… 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Wing Ratings 

Lower rated wings… 

Best for powered paragliding 

More stable 

Resist collapse 

Better recovery 

Notes for higher rated wings… 
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Wing Size 

Inflight weight includes… 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Clip in weight includes.. 

All of  the above except? 

What happens if  your wing is too big? 

What happens if  your wing is too small? 
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What’s the difference between FLAT and PROJECTED glider area? 

Every year the WING advancements in technology yield.. 

Better performance 

Improved safety 

Easier launching 

Improved handling 

Wing Condition… 

Wings degrade from… 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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7. Motor Selection 

Appropriate power and fit 

Power required increases with: 

Pilots weight 

Altitude 

Pilot disabilities 

Trike use 

Higher powered motors can also cause a dangerous condition called? 

1. 

Before flying any new motor, you should perform a ? 

1. 

Why? 
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Helmets are always recommended.  Why? 

What is a faceplant?  How can it be avoided?  What kind of  helmets are best to have if  you 

faceplant? 
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Why would you want to carry a reserve on your Paramotor or paraglider? 

At what height should you deploy your reserve in a catastrophic wing failure? 

Reserve minimum requirements… 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Why should you have a hook knife? 
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Boots are recommended when kiting and flying PPG and PG, why? 

Gloves are also recommended when kiting and flying PPG and PG, why? 

NEVER FILL YOUR GAS CAN OR PARAMOTOR WHILE ON YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR TRAILER!     Do you understand? why? 

8. Site Selection 

Minimum requirements for safety are…. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Should you rely on other pilots for airspace knowledge?   What should you always use? 

Legal Airspace… avoid these areas.. 

Restricted Areas 

Prohibited Areas 

MOA’s 

What is MOA? 

What is a TFR? 

Where are TFRs usually around? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The smaller the flying site.… The ______________ the risk. 

Site Size required is effected by… 

Obstructions 

Wind speed 

Altitude 

Equipment 

Pilot skill 
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What could happen if  you turn in the opposite direction of  your torque when taking off ? 

When taking off, you should avoid rotor.  Why? 

9. Weather Selection 

Better to be on the ground wishing you were in the air, rather than being in the air wishing 

you were on the ground. 

THERMALS 

GUST FRONTS 

Thermal conditions, avoid them. When and where do they usually form? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Indications of  thermal activity… 

Strong gusts 

Speed changes 

Direction changes 
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DUST DEVILS ARE DEADLY!!! 

They can range in height from _______________to ________________ feet tall !!!! 

AVOID GUST FRONTS!! 

You may have to land _____________________________ 

Call Flight Service at 800 WX BRIEF 

Give them your ________________ 

Where and when you are flying 

Tell them you are flying an ____________________ 

Ask them for the __________________ 

NOTAMS 

TFR 

What does NOTAMs stand for? 

Thunder storms can generate gust fronts from __________ to ____________ miles away.   

10. PRE FLIGHT 

Usually takes _____________ minutes. 

What should you check for? What’s the most important thing to check? 

RISK REWARD EXAM 12



Pre flight inspection might not reveal…. 

1. Line _______________ 

2. Line _______________ 

3. Fabric __________________ 

Have your wing checked every 100 hours or every 2 years!!! 

What are two ways to dePower your wing in strong winds? 

1. 

2. 

Starting up 

Rules to live by… 

Start up only on your BACK or RACK 

Before you start up your motor, you should shout out ______________________ to let 

others know you are starting your motor. 

AVOID STARTING A MOTOR 

On the ground 

With out the frame in place 
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Shards of  props can fly over 100 feet in lateral directions.   Make sure 

spectators are far away. 

DO NOT USE ASSISTED HELP WHEN LAUNCHING IN NIL WIND.  If  you can 

not forward on your own,  wait for better wind. 

Climb out hazards… 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Climb out Rules to live by… 

Avoid full throttle on motors that are very powerful 

Use minimal brake 

Gain altitude before getting in your seat 

Torque compensation.   Lets talk about it now.  Take notes.  
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What is the worst thing you can do when getting into your seat?   

Holding your brakes when reaching down to get into your seat.    

Altitude is your friend 

Always look for an OUT when flying.   Always land into the wind.    

Landing site selection 

Minimum requirements for safety are … 

LEGAL airspace 

Big enough area 

Avoidable obstructions and rotor 

What are difficult to see from the air that are dangerous? 

What are the LANDING rules to live by? 

1. Land into the wind  

2. Land into the ________ 

3. __________ into the wind. 
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FLYING 

Risks flying low are…. 

Flying low and down wind is more risky… why? 

Low down wind energy of  an impact 

E= 1/2 mv 2 

2 x speed (v) 

4 x Energy (E) 

Explain what this means: 

REDUCE THE RISK BY flying into the wind and over land. 
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Towing Risks 

What is LOCK OUT? 

Can you use a car hitch for towing?  Why or why not? 

Can you use a stationary object like a pole and hook in using the line like a kite?  Yes or 

NO, why? 

What is a WAKE? 

How long can a wake last? 
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Helicopters fly between 300 and 800 ft 

Small aircraft fly between 800 and 8000 ft 

Flying into and through clouds is illegal …. Why is it so dangerous? 

ALWAYS STOW YOUR BRAKES ON THE MAGNET OR KEEP YOUR BRAKES 

IN YOUR HANDS! 

If  you land in a tree or power lines,  call for help, most injuries are when 

pilots try to get down. 

Water landings are the most dangerous and deadly for PPG Pilots.   The 

procedure…  

Unbuckle the harness 

When your feet touch the water, jump 

Swim away from the equipment 

Use a boat to retrieve your gear 

A wing could get caught in a wave and pull the pilot into the water… be careful 

when launching from the beach! 
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