
Forests, rangelands & wetlands
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different types of forests and 

provides basic information on 

rangelands and wetlands.
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Reading Strategies Skimming, scanning & intensive reading

50 English for Forestry 

FORESTS COVER 1/3 of the earth’s surface and contain  an 

estimated 3 trillion trees. Forests exist in dry, wet, extremely cold and 

hot climates. These different forests all have special characteristics 

that allow them to thrive in their particular climate. Forests can be 

classified according to a wide number of characteristics, with distinct 

forest types occurring within each broad category. However, by 

latitude, the three main types of forests are tropical, temperate, and 

boreal. 

Most tropical forests receive large amounts of rain annually, 

which is spread evenly throughout the year. However, there are some 

tropical forests that receive seasonal rainfall and experience both a 

wet and dry season. Tropical forests are particularly important since 

they are unusually rich in biological diversity, especially insects and 

flowering plants. This incredible amount of biodiversity—accounting 

for 50 to 80 percent of the world’s plant and animal species, with a 

potential for millions still undiscovered. 

Temperate forests exist in North America, northeastern 

Asia, and Europe. There are four well-defined seasons in this 
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surrounded by grasslands and beech 
forest (background) on Mt Vernon, 
Greece (YK)
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zone including winter. In general, the temperature ranges from -30 

to 30°C and the forests receive 75-150 cm of precipitation per year. 

Deciduous or leaf-shedding trees make up a large proportion of the 

tree composition in addition to some coniferous trees such as pines 

and firs. The decaying fallen leaves and moderate temperatures 

combine to create fertile soil. On average, there are 3-4 tree species 

per square km. Common tree species are oak, beech, maple, elm, 

birch and willow trees. Common animals that live in the forest are 

squirrels, rabbits, birds, deer, wolves, foxes, and bears. They are 

adapted to both cold winters and warm summer weather.

Boreal forests, also called taiga, are found between 50 and 60 

degree of latitude in the sub-Arctic zone. This area contains Siberia, 

Scandinavia, Alaska, and Canada. Trees are coniferous and evergreen. 

They are one of the world’s largest biomes, encompassing about 11 

percent of Earth’s land area, but have very short growing seasons 

with little precipitation and represent relatively few tree species. 

These forests provide habitat for a few large mammal species, such 

as moose, wolves, caribou, and bears, and numerous smaller species, 

including rodents, rabbits, lynx, and mink.

Terminology 
& specialized vocabulary
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Activity 2

Fill in the table with the missing words. 

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE

1 distinguish distinguishment distinctive

2 vegetate vegetation vegetated

3 recreate recreation recreational

4 range range ranging

5 proportionate proportion proportional

6 estimate estimate/-ion estimated

7 describe description
described,

descriptional

8 enhance enhancement enhanced/-ing

9 conditionalize condition conditional

10 protect protection/-or protective/-ed

Activity 3

 

Fill in the gaps with the words from the box. 

Tens of thousands of farmers and 1.  depend on 

the health of rangelands for their 2.  . Rangelands                            

3.  a wide variety of 4.  , including 

some grasslands, 5.  , wetlands, tundra, and 

deserts. 6.  to every 7.  except 

covered

landscapes

livelihoods

 encompass

 fertile

 livestock

shrublands 

indigenous 

ranchers 

continent 

vegetation 

grazing

ranchers

livelihoods

landscapesencompass

shrublands

indigenous continent


