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So, the wait is over. The Arts Council has revealed who is in luck and who has missed
out after carrying out the onerous task of passing on overall government cuts of 15%.

Going by the regular distressed posts in our forums, it's been pretty tough anyway
finding a job in the arts in recent years. So, the news more than 200 arts
organisations have lost Arts Council funding - with many more having money cut -
doesn't really make for encouraging news for graduate job seekers.

That said, cuts over in the public sector haven't put graduates off. A recent poll of
15,000 students discovered 29% want to work in the public sector, making it the
most popular career destination among those surveyed, despite the government's
swingeing programme of job cuts.

So, should changes to funding put you off looking for work? What opportunities are
out there for graduates still keen to pursue a career in the arts? And, what do
employers look for when they are hiring? Ask these questions and more in our live
Q&A on 15 April, live between 1pm to 4pm.
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Our panel:

Hannah Clements is a careers guidance specialist at the University of the Arts
London. Currently Hannah is studying the Art & Design in Education MA at the
Institute of Education.

Eleanor Turney works on the editorial team of ArtsProfessional magazine by day, as
web editor for A Younger Theatre by night, and as a freelance journalist and editor in
between.

Marion de Mello Catlin has recently become an independent cultural development
and communications professional after 12 years of working in communications and
cultural services at Norwich City Council. Marion spent five years as director of the
Norwich Fringe Festival and has advised many people wanting to develop careers
and projects in the field of arts and culture.

Hannah Miller is head of casting at the Royal Shakespeare Company. Hannah
regularly takes part in advisory sessions at drama schools and universities.

Henny Finch is joining us from Headlong Theatre. She joined the company in 2005
when it was known as Oxford Stage Company, and since it was restructured in 2006
she has lead produced all of Headlong's work. Henny is a trustee of Trestle Theatre
and Trestle Arts Base, artsdepot and Angle Theatre.

Haidee Bell is a creative economy programme manager at the National Endowment
for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA). Haidee works on experimental
programmes to demonstrate how to stimulate innovation in the UK's creative
economy. This has included work with the National Theatre, Design London and
numerous creative businesses across the country. She is a also non-executive
director of London Bubble Theatre Company.

Sue Baynton has worked in theatre for 30 years in a range of roles. She currently
runs a technical theatre course at Lewisham College.

Andrew Quick is the director of the Lancaster Institute for the Contemporary Arts at
Lancaster University. As well as his academic work, he is also co-founder and co-
director of Arts Council funded theatre company Imitating the Dog.

Reedah El-Saie is the director of Mica Gallery. The gallery specialises in modern
Islamic and contemporary art and promotes emerging artists. Mica Gallery has
placed artists with Sotheby's and other auction houses as well as organised various
VIP exhibitions.

Sarita Godber is HR Director of the Southbank Centre. Her earlier career included
time working in both in-house and agency recruitment.
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This discussion is now closed for comments but you can still sign in or create your
Guardian account to join the discussion next time


