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How did it all start?

Mica Gallery was founded in 2007 after I completed a Founda-
tion course in Contemporary Art at Chelsea College, followed 
by a Diploma at The Prince of Wales School of Traditional arts 
in the VITA (Visual Islamic & Traditional Arts) Department. I 
felt that there was an abundance of artists specializing in this 
niche of Islamic art and I knew lots of collectors and friends 
who wanted to buy contemporary Islamic art but there was 
no organized way of introducing the two. It was at this point 
that I set up Mica Gallery, initially as an online website selling 
contemporary Islamic art, working from home.

Reedah El-Saie has made a name for herself both 
in Britain and around the world promoting the 
work of contemporary artists inspired by Islamic 
art. She has often been called upon to curate im-
portant exhibitions in both the Middle East and 
South Asia. A lawyer by training, El-Saie switched 
careers to follow her passion for Islamic art. Be-
fore launching the Mica Gallery, she had found-
ed and managed ArRum a multifaceted business 
which also showcased modern and contempo-
rary Islamic art. El-Saie has been recognized for 
her role and success in both the cultural and busi-
ness spheres; most recently, she made the 2010 
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-
nition of what we consider to be 
contemporary Islamic art. Modern 
Islamic art is art which is directly in-
spired by traditional Islamic art and 

-
temporary Islamic art as that which 
is informed or inspired by a sense 
of Islamic culture or heritage, the 
Levant regions, Muslim identity and 
international issues, irrespective of 
the artist’s race or faith. Mica is in 
fact an acronym for Modern Islamic 
& Contemporary Art.

-

True passion and a love for what 
you are doing! A strong team with 
complementary skills, a keen con-
trol of budgets and spending, and, 
most importantly, an ability to rec-
ognize and build relationships and HASSAN MASSOUDY, Blue

Handmade Pigment on paper, 
mounted with frame, 101 x 81 cm

-

-

We are the only gallery in UK/Eu-
rope that specialises in Modern 
Islamic art but there is a huge po-
tential for growth and a tremen-
dous appetite for the beautiful 
aesthetic quality of spiritual and 
inspiring contemporary Islamic art 
rooted in the glorious tradition of 
Islamic art and culture.

We do not focus on the race or 
faith of the artist, but rather on 
the substance and focus of the art. 
We have a wide variety of works 
that have been produced by art-
ists from all around the world. 
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These are often making an observation 
or reacting to public images, perceptions 
or political events, and it is this discourse 
which we are particularly interested in.

So far the response has been incredibly 
positive as the work that we exhibit is usu-

seen before. It often challenges their per-
ceptions of Islamic or Muslim, which are 
often associated with Islamic antiquities or 
negative stereotypes of the Muslim world.

-

We have a range of modern Islamic art and 
contemporary art exhibitions coming up 
which tackle a wide range of themes. 
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SHAFAQ AHMED, Allah hu
Digital Print, 30 x 30 cm
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OUR PROGRAM THIS FALL:

12 September to 16th October: Mica Gal-
lery is proud to present , an 
anthology of Mica’s permanent contemporary 

-
lery to specialize in Contemporary Islamic Art, 
Mica Gallery has gathered a variety of eclec-
tic works, ranging from conceptual sculptural 
installation to traditional Islamic calligraphy, 
all of which are infused with essences from 
the contemporary Islamic world. The artworks 
on display are produced by both established 

-
ent places within the MENASA region, namely 
Jordan, Iran, Pakistan, Lebanon, Syria, Morocco 
and Egypt.

18-31 October: 
 a leading Master calligrapher who re-

cently was featured in Sotheby’s Hurouf: Art of 
the Word sale 
in 200 years, has developed his very own cal-
ligraphic style known as ‘Moalla’ calligraphy. 
This will be a colorful and vibrant show with 
large canvases drawing comparisons with the 

HAMID AJAMI, ‘Untitled:Red’ (2011), Acrylic on Canvas, 200 x 200 cm
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style of British contemporary artist Bridget Riley who has 

in her works recently showcased as the National Gallery. 
On Monday 31st October Hamid Ajami will be in conver-

sation with Colin Wiggins, special projects curator at the 
National Gallery, who will draw paralles between Hamid 
Ajami and Bridget Rileys works.

Left: HAMID AJAMI, ‘Untitled: Blue/Beige’ 
(2011) , Acrylic on Canvas, 150 x 150 cm 

Right: HAMID AJAMI, Untitled: Green/Orange’ 
(2011) , Acrylic on Canvas, 150 x 150 cm
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 3-30 November: Mica Gallery presents ‘The 

 as part of . The 

contemporary British Pakistani art and cul-
ture, an area that has largely evolved in re-
sponse to, and as a result of, the key political 
and cultural moments in recent history. The 
Brit Pak versus Native Pak adds yet another 
layer of complexity to the creative and cultur-
al output both in Pakistan and Britain, at once 

-
al nuances, with an ongoing frisson between 
culture, business and wider society. This ex-
hibition attempts to capture and showcase 
the positive contributions that have emerged 
from the Pakistani diaspora, art & culture, 
politics and economics and juxtapose these 
with the polarization of a community caused 
by a media onslaught aligning ‘the Pakistani’ 
with negative stereotypes resulting in the 

movement ‘The Brit Pak’. 

KHAVER IDREES, I Drew a Circle to 
Keep You In, You Drew a Circle to 

keep Me Out, 2010, Oil and Glass on 
Canvas, 80.5 x 80.5 cm
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NURJAN, ‘With Hardship Comes Ease,’ 2010, mixed media with swarovski on canvas, 91.5 x 122 cm
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FOR NEXT YEAR, we have several major shows planned 
such as:

March - April 2012: An exhibition based on the Muslim 
veil to coincide with International Women’s Week. Works 
involving or revolving around the veil, including works 
made by veiled artists, will be juxtaposed with media im-
ages of the veil and western male and female perceptions 
of the veil and Muslim women.  

July-Sept 2012: The Winners exhibition of our art com-
petition 
will be held during the summer Olympics.

2013: ‘ is a planned group show exploring 
the history of Divine revelation and how this has impacted 
the international arena, both politically and economically.

In addition to these, we will be holding a number of solo 
shows dotted throughout the calendar, including ones, 
for example Swarovski artist Nurjan, Shafaq Ahmed, Ayes-
ha Amjad, Ammar Syed, Mansoora Hassan, Faiza Shaikh, 
Khaver Idrees, Aisha Caan amongst other leading artists.

MARTIN MOLLER
Geometric Glass Square
Handmade Glass Panel
50 x 50 cm


