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Newsletter - Volume 1  Number 1

Welcome to the first newsletter from michaelclose.com. We’ll be 
keeping you up to date on products from our website, information on 
Michael Close’s convention, workshop, and performance schedules, 
and news from the world of magic in general. We hope you’ll find 
them fun and useful.

----------------------------
The big news for me is that I have resigned as editor of M-U-M, the 

magazine of The Society of American Magicians. I will continue through 
the production of the December issue (mid-November). At the time of this 
writing, there is no news about whom my replacement will be. I am proud 
of the work the staff of the magazine was able to accomplish during the 
past nine years. I am looking forward to the freedom from the constant 
monthly deadlines and the ability to work on my own projects.

Speaking of new projects, I’m happy to announce the first of many 
ebooks to be released through michaelclose.com, Christian Painter’s Magic 
in the Real World – What You Need to Know before You Quit Your Day Job. 
Christian is a full-time pro from Indianapolis, Indiana. He and his wife, 
Katalina Absolon, produce and perform a comedy mind-reading show, 
Mind Tripping, which has run for several years (www.mindtrippingshow.
com). Whether your interest is in performing on cruise ships, in the 
college market, at fairs and festivals, or at trade shows, you’ll find the 
hard facts you need to know before you make magic your profession. The 
advice offered here will save you valuable time and money. It’s the kind of 
information I wish I had known forty years ago. Right now, the ebook is a 
steal at $19.99. The price will go up without warning in the near future. 
Pick up your copy now. You’ll be glad you did.

By the way, you can read an excerpt from Bruce Kalver’s article on 
Christian and Katalina on page 4 of this newsletter.

Magic is riding high on primetime TV these days: America’s Got Talent 
regularly features magicians, Masters of Illusion and Penn & Teller: Fool 
Us have both begun their fourth seasons, The Carbonaro Effect’s magical 
pranks were renewed for a third season,  and magicians often show up on 
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late-night talk shows. Magic’s current popularity is a good thing for all magicians.
Of course, having this much magic on TV generates a lot of Internet chatter. I lurk, but rarely contribute 

to these discussions. Since I’m one of the two magic consultants on Fool Us (Johnny Thompson is 
the other), I’m interested in what magicians have to say about the show. What I’ve discovered is that 
magicians often fail to understand exactly what they’re watching when they watch magic on TV.

While magic on TV provides excellent exposure for the performers and keeps magic in the public eye, it 
is important to remember that TV magic is its own completely different beast, with its own set of rules, 
requirements, and restrictions. Watching an illusionist on TV is not the same as watching an illusionist 
in a theater. Watching a close-up performer on TV is not the same as watching a close-up performer 
standing at your table in a restaurant or working the Close-up Gallery in the Magic Castle. Here’s the big 
difference between those two experiences: magic on television has, at some point, been filtered. There is 
information you are not privy to.

Understand, I’m not talking about using the technology of television to deceive (camera trickery, 
strategic editing, or stooged spectators). I’m talking about the fact that in any program there are 
decisions made behind the scenes that affect what you see on your big-screen TV. And, unless you’re part 
of the production company, you’ll never know what those decisions were.

Magicians often ask me about things they have seen on Fool Us. I’ll tell you what I tell them: Almost 
everything you see on the show has a story behind it. Most of the time, I’m not at liberty to discuss those 
stories. Just remember, in any decision, the desires of the network override everyone else, including 
producers and magic consultants.

My point is: be happy that magic is popular on TV right now; use that popularity to your advantage. And 
don’t get bent out of shape if you see something you don’t like because it doesn’t fit with your conception 
of what magic is. I guarantee there’s a story behind it. The producers of TV magic shows walk a fine 
tightrope, satisfying the needs of the executives who make the show possible while still honoring the art 
of magic. Take my word for it; it isn’t easy. – Michael Close, Somewhere in The Great White North

Moving Forward

UPDATE ON THE PARADIGM SHIFT EBOOK
After a ridiculously long gestation period, I’m happy to announce that my 

new ebook project, The Paradigm Shift, will soon be available. We started this 
project more than five years ago, but a grade-school-aged daughter, a twenty-
month-old foster daughter, a crazy goldendoodle, and the high-wire juggling 
act of editing seventy thousand words a month for an international magazine 
saps time and energy.

Right now, The Paradigm Shift clocks in at over 140K words and features 
more than fifty effects, sleights, and essays. As with Closely Guarded Secrets 
and the three volumes of The Work, text, photos, and video are combined to 
provide the most effective training possible. The focus is on card magic (with 

a few, offbeat exceptions), but you will find fresh plots, intriguing presentations, and moves you will 
immediately want to add to your arsenal.

In addition to my own creations, I’m happy to present routines from Bob Farmer, Simon Aronson, 
Mick Ayres, Roy Walton, and Harry Riser.

Just as we have done with the new Christian Painter ebook, we will provide you with both a PDF 
and an EPUB version of The Paradigm Shift, thus offering convenience and readability whether you’re 
on a tablet or on your computer.

I’m excited about this. I think you will be, too.

http://www.michaelclose.com
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MAGIC NEWS ON THE WEB
Hat. Rabbit. Spy Cam? Claims of  
Skulduggery at a Hot Magic Show

Derek DelGaudio, who avoids releasing his 
magic tricks on the internet, in his show at 
the Daryl Roth Theater in Manhattan. Credit 
Caitlin Ochs for The New York Times

 - Circus 1903 -  
Now Playing in Las Vegas

Click the video above to see Richard on Fool 
US. For more on Richard Turner’s incredible 
story, check out his upcoming feature 
documentary DEALT releasing theatrically this 
Fall 2017! http://www.dealtmovie.com

Richard Turner Fooled ‘EM!

Early Blaine on Jon Stewart’s 
MTV Show. Aired 10/27/93

http://www.michaelclose.com
https://twitter.com/mikeclosemagic
https://www.facebook.com/michaelclosemagic/
https://www.youtube.com/michaelclosemagic
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/24/theater/hat-rabbit-spy-cam-claims-of-skulduggery-at-a-hot-magic-show.html?smid=tw-nytimesarts&smtyp=cur
https://twitter.com/Circus1903/status/890989549047959552/photo/1
https://youtu.be/TwFIJyWKs1k
http://www.dealtmovie.com
https://youtu.be/rHrdZ3DzXqs
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Christian Painter and his wife Katalina were at the IBM national magic convention in Nashville, Tennessee, in 2009. 
Christian was in the contest and was a finalist. His routines demonstrated “out of the box” thinking and I took note of his 
performances. At the awards presentation, all the finalists were standing on stage and names were announced with accom-
panying applause and trophies. By the end of the ceremonies, it became obvious that the only person standing without a 
trophy was Christian. Had he been too hip for the judges? 

Families and friends rushed to the stage to take photos and congratulate the winners as Christian stood alone trying to 
maneuver around all the joy and happiness on stage. I spotted Katalina in the back row of the theater; I walked over and 
told her I enjoyed Christian’s wonderful act. She thanked me and said, “We should get Christian and head back over to the 
hotel.” I told her I would go get Christian. I walked down to the stage and saw Christian was still stuck on the large stage 
with all the celebration. In my loudest voice, I yelled, “Hey loser, you can come down from the stage now!” He looked out 
and saw me standing next to his wife. We all started laughing. 

It is a favorite story that we each enjoy telling.
We have crossed paths at various conventions (Abbott’s, FFFF, SAM) and kept in contact with each other. As I learned 

more things about their lives, I thought that their rise to magic fame would make a nice article. By the way, Christian and 
Katalina are far from being losers...

Bruce: Christian, how old were you when you performed your first magic trick?
Christian: It was in high school. My interest in magic was born out of the bookmobile. Every two weeks this large rec-

reational vehicle full of books would show up. We would go out and choose books to read. I have no idea why this was so 
much more interesting than simply going to the school library where there were fifty times more books. One day I happened 
to pick up a book on magic. I took it home, read it, and thought, “This is pretty cool.” 

I remember that the first magic book I actually bought was Hyla M. Clark’s The World’s Greatest Magic. The back of the 
book had magic tricks that I actually performed in my early years.

B: Did you decide to become a magician at this point?
C: Not at all. It was just a fun thing to play with and fool my friends. When I graduated from high school, I became a 

psychology major at Indiana University Purdue University at Indianapolis (IUPUI) and did some restaurant magic around 
the area. After two years, I realized that a psych degree was going to be worthless for me. I didn’t want to listen to people’s 
problems. I really wanted to be a research psychologist. I thought it would be fun to be the guy who tests why people do 

the strange things they do, kind of like doing an episode of 
Candid Camera. In a strange sort of way, that’s very much 
like performing magic.

B: So after two years, you realized that psychology was 
not for you. What did you do next?

C: Ever since I was a little kid, I had this desire to be in 
the Army. My dad was a Navy man, so military service was 
not foreign to my family. I grew up on all the old military 
movies like Kelly’s Heroes and Operation Petticoat; they 
always called to me. One day I found myself standing in 
front of the recruiter and the next thing I remember, I woke 
up in the Army.

B: Were you in the Army at this time, Katalina?

CHRISTIAN AND KATALINA 
- MARRIED TO MAGIC - 
By Bruce Kalver

http://www.michaelclose.com
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Katalina: Not yet. I’m originally from Grand Rapids, Michigan. I had a pretty normal childhood. I didn’t know that magic 
existed except for the David Copperfield TV specials. Other than that, magic never entered my life. I was busy in high 
school with track, tennis, and hanging out with my friends. I was a quiet kid who was an “A” student and a member of the 
Honor Society. I also did a lot of volunteering. I was a pin-striper at a local hospital and did work for the Red Cross. 

After high school I went to Michigan State and signed up for the program in international relations. Then I changed my 
major to urban policies. You learned about how government policies 
impacted cities and neighborhoods. I double majored with criminal 
justice. Eventually, I figured I would get into corrections, if you can 
believe that. I did an internship at the women’s prison and found that 
interesting. 

B: So how did you eventually join the Army?
K: A recruiter was on campus and we talked about my possibili-

ties. He said that I could get involved in the medical field as a medic, 
which also sounded interesting to me. The recruiter said all the right 
things to me, so I joined the Army Reserves first, then ROTC in 
college. When I graduated, I joined the Army as an officer in 1990. 

My parents were very supportive of my decision, but later on 
they said, “What were you thinking?” My parents escaped from 
communist Hungary in 1956. My parents’ youth was during WWII, 
so they were very concerned for me, especially jumping out of 
airplanes. But they are very patriotic so they never said anything.

I discovered that I loved the Army. The Army is a great institu-
tion. I have nothing but positive things to say about my experience. 
The people there were great. I learned a lot about myself. I learned 
valuable skills like leadership, communication, and teamwork. 
And I loved jumping out of planes at Jump School in Georgia. I 
was stationed in Fort Bragg, North Carolina; jumping there was a 
different situation. You have all your gear and you are flying so low, 
if you have to jump, you are in a serious situation. 

I started out in Arizona in Military Intelligence. I went to Korea 
as my first duty assignment. After that, I was in 
Fort Bragg. That is where I met Christian.

B: How long did it take before it all clicked and 
you felt comfortable with each other on stage?

K: Three years.
C: Five years.
K: Remember that we were still in the Army. 

The Army had taken notice of us and now the 
Army was having us perform our magic at official 
functions. This was great as we were getting more 
stage time.

However, our time to leave the Army was 
coming up. We were getting our things in order to 
become fulltime performers. So when Christian says five years, he’s including all 
the time to get the website, promo materials, props, and routines together. 

We had many names for the act; so many names that I hesitate to tell you all of 
them. There was Beyond Reality, then Comedy Magic Madness. I was never happy 
with them. After thinking about it for a few months, the words “Married 2 Magic” 
popped into my head. I’ve always liked clever “play on words” titles. After all, it’s 
two of us, were married, and all we do is magic. It just seemed to fit.

B: Tell me how your current weekly public show came to be.
K: When we were performing on the college tour we would always have a break around Easter. For some strange reason 

we always seemed to be by Myrtle Beach when this happened. We would get a room and enjoy the ocean view during this 
break. We were sitting on the balcony looking at the beach. Christian was drinking a whiskey and enjoying a fine cigar and 
said, “Why aren’t we doing a show here, in this beautiful place?” It was the epiphany that we should do a show in one spot 

http://www.michaelclose.com
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and stop traveling. 
We then started working resorts for three or four weeks at a time, working five 

nights a week and staying in the resort hotels. We then realized that although you 
are not traveling as much, you are still not home.

After a year or two of resorts, we came up with a business plan to start a show in 
our own hometown. Visiting a few hotels, we realized that it wasn’t going to be easy 
to find a location. This was a new concept for them – a magic show in a hotel room. 
They would either get it or they wouldn’t. Initially no one got it. 

Then we thought about the Hilton. We knew the people at the Hilton from doing 
many corporate gigs through the years. We set up an appointment to talk to them. 
The Hilton “got it.” We worked out a deal and have been performing there ever 
since.

It’s important to understand that there are a lot of factors that need to be figured 
out before you find the perfect venue. Is there parking? How isolated is the room? 
Will a DJ at a party next door be heard while you are performing? Is it convenient to 
get to? All these factors and more have to be taken into consideration. 

The Hilton is very happy with our arrangement. We are bringing in many people 
to their property. Of course, we are doing all the work: taking reservations, selling 
tickets, doing ads, promotion, etc. You can’t expect the hotel to do the work for you, 
and you have to be flexible with them. You have to create a win-win partnership. If 
you’re in any way a pain to them, you will be out.

B: Was the show successful? Did you lose any money?
C: At first, you’re going to lose money, that’s just business. Then, once you find that rhythm, you have to keep that 

momentum going. If you are “just a magic show,” you are going to fail. No one cares about a “magic show.” You have to 
fill a niche. Once you find it, you can start to become successful. 

We promote ourselves as entertainers. The show is called Mind Tripping and the byline is “A Comedy with a Psycholog-
ical Twist.” In the beginning, we started with a dozen people in the audience. Now, we sell out regularly. We perform two 
ninety-minute shows every Friday and Saturday night.

B: Could you ever do a show without Katalina?
C: It would be very hard. When Kat’s mom had open heart surgery, I had to do a whole show alone. I was lost without her.
B: I can’t imagine one of you without the other. You two are forever Married 2 Magic.
[You can read the entire interview in the new ebook, Magic in the Real World: What You Need to Know before You Quit 

Your Day Job by Christian Painter, available at www.michaelclose.com.]

Performing at the Hilton Indianapolis Hotel & Suites

http://www.michaelclose.com
http://www.michaelclose.com




On July 9, 2017, the magic world lost an extraordinary talent, John 
Moehring, who died after a decade-long battle with Parkinson’s 
disease. John was a gifted performer, a producer of magic shows, an 
author, and a past editor of M-U-M, the magazine of The Society of 
American Magicians.

I knew John for more than 
twenty-five years. In 1991 he 
produced an Ed Sullivan reunion 
show for the I.B.M convention in 
Baltimore, Maryland. I led a small 
band for that show, and thus had 
an up-close and personal view of 
his terrific manipulation act. In 
1995, Mac King and I began writing 

product reviews for MAGIC magazine. Mac stopped after a year, but 
I continued. After I moved to Vegas, I continued to work with John, 
seeing him and talking with him several times each month.

John left MAGIC to take over the editorship of M-U-M. He edited 
the magazine for three years (2006-2008), and in the process he transformed the magazine, giving it 
a fresh, contemporary look. We had several conversations about the pros and cons of the editor’s job 
before I took over those responsibilities.

John Moehring was a great magician and a great human being. He leaves behind a rich legacy of 
accomplishments. Aloha, John. 
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REMBERING JOHN MOEHRING

IT’S NOT MAGIC, BUT...
You’ve probably heard the old 

saying that a camel is a horse 
designed by a committee. One 
of the most famous “camels” 
in television is Harlan Ellison’s 
script for “The City on the Edge 
of Forever,” which is generally 
considered to be the best episode 
of the original Star Trek series. 
For the first time in an unlimited 
edition trade paperback you can 
read Ellison’s original teleplay, and 
you can read his side of the story of 
how his thoroughbred got turned 

into a ship of the desert. This book 
is a fascinating read, and I’m sorry 
that the original script wasn’t 
the one which was finally aired. I 
should warn you though: if you are 
a diehard Gene Roddenberry fan, or 
if frank language offends you, give 
this book a pass. Ellison pulls no 
punches.

Video of John Moehring on the 
Ed Sullivan show, April 24, 1966.

http://www.michaelclose.com
https://vimeo.com/67302500


It Starts With a Phone Call
by Norman Beck

Magic is a big part of my life, but I have a rather strange day job. I pay 
the bills working a job that requires I carry a phone 24/7/365. I must 
answer it when it rings. The call doesn’t get to go to voicemail. I have to 
pick it up.

The other day the phone rang; I did not recognize the number. I used 
my normal line: “SCA Promotions, Norman speaking. How can I help 
you?” I did not catch the guy’s name, but it became clear what the call was 
about. I did not have a customer with a problem; I had a sales person. He 
was pitching and I didn’t even know I was up to bat. I got his name and 
then I asked for the name of his company. Den of Thieves. I had to ask if that meant that truth in 
advertising was true. He laughed and said no. After about fifteen minutes, the call was over.

The guy followed up with an email and a second phone call. I was then told that he wanted to stop 
the project he was working on and fly to Dallas to give me a personal pitch. I still had a problem with 
the name Den of Thieves. Could you really do business or take someone seriously whose company 
was named Den of Thieves? I assure you that I am not a soft sell, but Jared was very persistent in a 
non-pest way. I broke down after the fifth phone call and seventh email.

I still had a picture in my mind based on Den of Thieves. The picture was not a nice picture, but 
that changed when the meeting started. Jared was one of the nicest people I have ever met. He did 
everything that he said he would do and then some. When the dinner check came, he grabbed it. 
I could tell that he really wanted to know what our thoughts about the project were, and if Den of 
Thieves could be in the mix, that would be even better. You could also tell that he loves his job and 
has a great passion for his work. I was glad that the name didn’t stop me from meeting him.

The way things worked out, he didn’t get our business, but he was a very close second. The big 
lesson here is never judge a book by its cover. I have thought about this a great deal. The second 
lesson is that I will never forget that company name. A person could never forget that name. The 
thing that Jared and his company have learned is that if you have a name that is potentially off-
putting, you need to quickly prove that the name has nothing to do with how you do business. (In 
case you are wondering, Den of Thieves was the production company on a show you may have seen 
last year – American Idol. I had no idea.)

I received this email from Jared: “Hey Norman – Thanks again for the opportunity to meet with 
you about being your partner on this project.  Everyone here is disappointed we are not working 
together, but we wish you all the best of luck with the project. Again, thanks for your time. I really 
enjoyed meeting you and wish you guys nothing but the best.” That is class, plain and simple. He 
didn’t get the job, but if things don’t work out with the company we chose, he will get the job. If I 
get the chance to send him work, I will.

The lesson here is that the sales call is not over when the customer says no.
I have room for a couple of quick jokes. The first is a riddle. How are men and parking spaces alike? 

All the good ones are taken. Here’s the second one: “I went on a diet and four ice cream parlors went 
broke because of it.”  
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OPINION 
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Jamy Ian Swiss and I 
have been friends for 
almost forty years. His 
is a distinctive voice in 
the magic world. His 
latest book is Preserving 

Mystery; it completes the trilogy that started with 
Devious Standards and Shattering Illusions.

Jamy is an essayist, an accomplished one. His essays 
will make you think and entertain you simultaneously. 
I always learn something from his books, and I return 
to them often.

Even though I owned Jamy’s first two books, I 
purchased the deluxe edition, which includes all three 
volumes plus a bonus book of some of Jamy’s reviews. 
I’m happy I did so.

The books are handsomely produced and will reward 
you with many hours of thoughtful reading. I highly 
recommend them.

[Incidentally, Jamy has been writing articles for 
Magicana.com (http://www.magicana.com/blog-
category/lyons-den). These are just great and are 

accompanied with videos of some of the great 
performers of the past. Be sure to check them out. 
You’ll find yourself happily spending hours watching 
some classic magic.]

Preserving Mystery is an important book, one that 
will be studied and discussed long after most books 
fade into the periphery. We are exceedingly proud of 
this collection of essays by the inimitable Jamy Ian 
Swiss.

Devious Standards received rave reviews in Magic, 
Genii, and Linking Ring, and it continues to garner 
praise from magic’s brightest lights. Vanishing Inc. 
Magic is proud to offer Devious Standards in a new 
edition, with brand-new typeset, layout, and cover 
design. 

Shattering Illusions contains twenty essays that 
will reshape the way you think about magic. Jamy Ian 
Swiss examines why we do magic at all, what it means 
to be “commercial” in magic, what makes for good and 
bad magic, why critics and the public hold magic in 
such low regard, and much more.

Available from  
www.VanishingIncMagic.com 

or from your favourite magic dealer.  
Cost: $35.00 USD each  

or $105 USD for the set

Woody Aragon is one 
clever dude. He’s part 
of the Spanish school, a 
group of magicians who 
are greatly influenced by 
Maestro Juan Tamariz. 
Woody’s previous book, 

A Book in English, was chock full of great card magic, 
including an effect that Penn & Teller use in their 
Vegas show. His most recent book, Memorandum, 
focuses on memorized-deck magic, a branch of card 
magic of which Woody is an acknowledge expert.

Much of what Woody discusses utilizes a stack of 
his own invention. However, there are also stack-
independent effects. Woody also offers many routines 
based on the idea of the “half-stack,” which allows you 
to convincing shuffle half the deck.

Memdeck magic remains a hot topic. Memorandum 

will give you a lot to play with and think about. I 
highly recommend it. 

In his new book, MEMORANDUM, Woody reveals 
his revolutionary work on the memorized deck. He 
thoroughly explains:

- His Memorandum stack: A memorized deck that 
contains all the properties of Tamariz’s Mnemonica 
and Aronson’s stack, plus a lot of new concepts that 
makes it one of the best stacks created. 
- His method to memorize: You will be able to begin 
memorized deck magic and tricks in this book after 30 
minutes! 
- More than 50 tricks and some chapters about tips 
and new ideas to apply to your memorized deck 
magic.

Indulge yourself - with this expert instruction in 
MEMORANDUM, you’ll be on your way to performing 
with a memorized deck! 

Available from  
your favourite magic dealer.  

Cost: $59.95 USD
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Preserving Mystery, 
Devious Standards, and Shattering Illusions 
By Jamy Ian Swiss

FEATURED PRODUCTS
Memorandum  
By Woody Aragón

http://www.magicana.com/blog-category/lyons-den
http://www.magicana.com/blog-category/lyons-den
http://www.michaelclose.com
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Stand Up and be Seen 

If you have been to a movie or a Broadway show lately, you noticed there 
is always a cardboard display for you to stand next to so you can take a selfie 
promoting the show. I’m sure you have been to a Las Vegas show where you can 
have your picture taken next to the star of the show. You are actually standing 
next to a cardboard cutout of the celebrity. If you would like to have a full color 
cardboard cutout of yourself for people to stand next to, I found the place.

Send a photo to www.partystandups.com and they will make a life-size cutout 
standup from it for around $130 or less. This makes an excellent promo piece for 
the lobby. You can even add a speech bubble for a few dollars more. They also have 
the ability to cut out the face for the standup to be a cool photo op. Bookmark this 
page, you will have a use for them someday.

The Key to Making a Stand

Flying back from Los Angeles I noticed that the person sitting 
next to me was watching a movie on his iPod Touch. He had it 
resting on a stand and it was at the perfect angle for him to view 
the screen. I figured that it was that little plastic stand that came 
with the Touch, which most of us lost after a week. I was wrong. 
When he picked up the Touch to select a new movie, I was amazed 
to see that the stand was nothing more than a plastic room key 
from a hotel. He simply bent the key into the shape of a stand. 
What a great thing to do with those keys! There will be times 
when you want to show a trick on your iPhone/iTouch and do not want to hold the device. This is a 
perfect solution. If you look at the photo, you will see how to bend it. Fold the top back 1 ¼ inches. 
Fold the bottom forward ¾ of an inch. That’s it! This stand is also perfect for decks of cards or a 
single prediction card. If you don’t have a room key, start saving up those fake credit cards that are 
always being sent to you in the mail. 

Free Posters

If you need some old magic posters to decorate your magic room, props, or 
stage, head over to www.freevintageposters.com. It is a website full of old posters 
that are available to download for free. Click on the Circus button and you will 
find posters of such magicians as Houdini, Thurston, Keller, Neff, Alexander, and 
many more. Once you have downloaded them, you can print them at your local 
print shop or on your color printer. 

TECH TRICKS BY BRUCE KALVER

http://www.michaelclose.com
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