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Ordering hives 
 

 Order hives as soon as possible, during peak season even a single hive may be scarce. 
o Order in July if possible. 
o It takes about 10 weeks to produce large hives for kiwifruit pollination, so we 

have to start them in early August for use in mid-October.  
o Hives will be provided on a first in first served basis.  

 We try and anticipate demand as much as possible, but kiwifruit is a big 
industry and there are other competing crops (e.g. avocado & 
blueberries), so talk to us early to avoid missing out! 

 Provide hive numbers required and expected flowering date. 

 Contact us again 2-3 weeks before you expect delivery with a confirmed date. 

 Ideally have the hives sent to a non-RD address for faster delivery, e.g. Horticentre. 
The less time the bees spend in transit the healthier the hive is likely to be on arrival. 

 Hives can be ordered through Horticentre or direct. 
 
Best practice 
 

 A minimum stocking rate of 15 bumblebee hives if using them as the sole managed 
pollinator. Flying Doctors hive will boost pollen deposition and should also be used 
when male synchronicity or numbers are poor. 

 Introduce hives early, 5-7 days prior to female flowers opening. Hives need some time 
to settle, activity will be lower in the first week. 

 If planning to mow, do so in advance of hive placement 

 Put hives out as soon after arrival as possible. While there is some food in the box on 
dispatch, the hives will use the pollen at varying rates, and some hives may run out 
earlier than others. 

 Avoid putting bumblebee hives too close to honeybee hives, 50m or greater would be 
ideal but as far as practical. Honeybees can rob bumblebees of their sugar syrup. 

 Put hives out of the way so that machinery can operate without having to move the 
hive.  

 Where possible, face exit holes to the east or north east. 

 Space hives evenly within and throughout the crop in a grid fashion. Don’t put them 
in clumps or along the edge of the block. 

 Raise hives off the ground (e.g. on some bricks) and either purchase weather resistant 
outers or provide hives with some protection from rain and midday sun, such as a 
sheet of iron or plywood as a roof. 

 Many fungicides are reasonably safe to the bees if the hive is covered, but contact us 
for additional advice if unsure and especially if an insecticide is to be used. Thoroughly 
wash spray tanks out if insecticides have been used in the past. Organophosphates, 
synthetic pyrethroids and neonicotinoids can have long to very long persistence on 
the crop. 

 No maintenance required, hives are provided with enough sugar to last their lifetime. 
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Moving hives to later flowering blocks 
 

 Hives should continue to pollinate for a month or more, so can be utilized in other 
varieties or locations, but activity levels will eventually decrease. 

 If moving during the day, return your bees home before closing and moving the hive 
o Failure to do this correctly will result in lost foraging bees and reduced hive 

activity. 
1. Slide the plastic gate into the “IN” only position, allowing bees to return 

to the box but not leave. 
2. Wait for 1.5 hours for bees to return. 
3. Slide the gate to the center, so that neither the “IN” or “IN OUT” holes 

are open. The hive is now closed and safer. 
4. Move the hive to the new block 
5. Leave the bees locked in the box for 24 hours before sliding the plastic 

gate into the “IN OUT” position. This waiting period is thought to help 
the bees to reorient themselves on release. 
 

 If moving at night, the majority of bees will have already returned to the box 
1. Slide the gate to the center, so that neither the “IN” or “IN OUT” holes 

are open. The hive is now closed and safer. 
2. Move the hive to the new block. 
3. Leave the bees locked in the box for 24 hours before sliding the plastic 

gate into the “IN OUT” position. This waiting period is thought to help 
the bees to reorient themselves on release. 

 
Additional Information 
 

 Hives will have about 150 adult bumblebees or possibly more at time of delivery, with 
a similar number of developing larvae, and a large numbers of eggs. 

 Outdoor protective boxes are available, these house two hives end on end. 

 Condensation will occur on the plastic lid of the inner hive box when placed outdoors. 
This is due to the respiration of the bees and the difference in between the hive and 
the ambient temperatures. This is normal. 

 Bees will often pull wool out the exit/entry holes, this is normal behaviour, they should 
still forage. Do not pull on the wool or push it back in as the bees are doing this to cut 
down drafts. 

 If properly handled, no protective equipment is required. While normally docile, 
bumblebees can sting and will do so to protect their young, so use caution around 
hives. An anaphylaxis action plan is recommended for businesses using any species of 
bee. 

 Hives will produce a lot of new queens at the end of the hive life-cycle, which may 
provide a boost to your wild bumblebee population in years to come. 
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