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Hive Care 

In order to flourish and give you the best possible pollination outcomes, your bumblebee hives require 

a little care and consideration, particularly with changing seasons or when needing to apply plant 

protection products that may be harmful to the bees. 

Below is a list of some key considerations when working with hives: 

1. Pesticides 
 Applications before hives go in can kill or reduce hive lifespan 

o Some pesticides are toxic for weeks or even months 

o Previously applied pesticides can persist until after hives go into the crop 

 If your first truss is hard to set or your bees don’t survive well, discuss 

pesticides with your nursery to ensure your goals align 

 Lower toxicity pesticides can have negative side-effects that impact development 

o Combinations of chemicals may be antagonistic 

 Pesticide labels tell an incomplete story, do not rely exclusively on them 

o Hives may need to be covered, or removed for defined periods, depending on the 

chemical 

o Resources freely available for determining appropriate management  

 Visit www.biobestgroup.com/en/side-effect-manual or;  

 

 

 

 

2. Environment 
 Avoid overly cold, hot, wet or windy positions when placing hives 

 Temperatures over 30°C can be damaging to hives, ensure hives are shaded 

 Where temperatures are below 16°C for extended periods, consider using insulated hive 

packaging. 

 Low or high humidity can reduce pollen availability (50-80 RH preferred in tomatoes). 

 Keep hives away from CO2 sources 

3. Placement 
 Ensure hives are level or at worst tipping marginally to the right but level front to back 

o Never tip the hive away from the wick side (right), as this will limit sugar syrup 

access and possibly drainage (insulated boxes). 

 Where hives are located closely with others, alternate the direction of hive fronts 

 Avoid placing hives immediately on top of other hives 

o Allows free flow of parasites if present 

o Makes discarding hives more disruptive 

 Avoid facing hives directly into foliage 

4. Discard old hives in a timely manner 
 Parasites may build up in older hives, so remove hives after 8-10 weeks unless bees are 

still noticeably working 

5. Artificial lighting 
 Biobees are keen to discuss options with you for ensuring optimal management 
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