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SELF ASSESSMENT TEST-III

ANSWERS
III. Reverie 

(A Collection of Poems)

I. Ans. 1. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Dover Beach is located in Dover city in England.

 Ans. 2. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Strait of Dover is the narrow water passage seperating England (northwest) from France 
(Southeast).

 Ans. 3. Option (A) is correct.

 Ans. 4. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The cliffs of England stand firmly, bathed in the light of moon. These cliffs extend up to the 
calm Strait.

 Ans. 5. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The sea provides the setting of the whole poem. As the poem advances, it becomes a symbol of 
human misery. Then it is used as a symbol of faith.

II. (a) An ode is a type of poem that exalts the subject matter and is serious in nature. The theme of an ode is never 
treated as trivial. Considering these points, the poem ‘We are the Music-Makers’ is an ode. It deals with the 
theme very seriously. In the poem, O’Shaughnessy praises the creative people of the world; the artists, poet, 
musicians, etc.

  The poem marks a celebration of the powers and impact of the creative people in our daily lives. The 
poet concurs with the notion that poets and artists do not participate in the real world. They do not lead 
revolutions battles and largely remain outside the action. This is so, because the creative souls always look 
for beauty and harmony, hence can be found in secluded places close to the nature.

  O’ Shaughnessy gives a description of a romantic artist who appreciates the beauty of nature and prefers to 
stay away from the mundane routine of life. Like the romantic poets, he speaks of the creativity of the artist 
as a divine ability. He believes in the productive quality of the fantasies and dreams of the artists, for they 
support a greater purpose. The poet says that it is their imagination which inspires generations. They do not 
follow any particular norm and tend to stand apart, thus being the ‘rebels’.

  The poem gives a clear picture of the poet’s opinions. He talks about the abilities of the artists very seriously. 

Thus, it is only apt to say that the poem ‘We are the Music Makers’ is a traditional ode. 
 (b) The poem ‘We are the Music Makers’ by O’ Shaughnessy is a tribute to all the artists around the world. The 

main theme of the poem is the transformative power of art in all forms and the greatness of the artists. The 
poem accentuates the role of the artists in the world.

  The social reforms that the works of the artists bring to the society, make their presence vital for all the 
human beings. The artists dream and their dreams shape our reality, as they affect our minds and thoughts. 
An artist is someone who is more than a mortal- he is the creator of art.

  An artist creates music that soothes us, paintings that entice us, sculptures that move us, stories that amaze 
us. The poet has defended the artists and disagreed with the view that artists are escapists. The creations 
of artists subdue the harshness of reality and makes one appreciate the beauty of life. The artists are the 
creators in their own terms and their creations are eternal. The divinity that they create through their works 
is supreme.

  The poet says that though the artists wander by the love sea and oceans, they do so to find inspiration and 
not merely to escape. The artists play a powerful role of being the ‘movers and shakers’ who challenge 
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the realms of society through their art. Their power surfaces when their art rebels against the norms set by 
society. Their work contrasts their escapist nature from the revolutionary one.

  O’ Shaughnessy says that the artists have inspired and beautified mankind with their eternal creations. He 
believes that through their powerful creations or ‘deathless ditties,’ the artists have inspired people to build 
‘the world’s greatest cities’. They have adorned the empire’s glory with their fanciful fabulous stories.

III. In the poem ‘Dover Beach’, Matthew Arnold has made an extensive use of symbols and imagery to add onto the 
naturalistic effect in the poem, along with their thematic significance to make the message clear to the readers. 
We will study each symbol in detail.

 (a) The Sea
   The sea is everywhere in ‘Dover Beach’. It shows up at different places and in different forms, but its power 

can be felt all over the place. At times, it’s a physical location that one can actually see like the English 
channel or the Aegean Sea and sometimes it morphs into a metaphor for the fate of humanity.

   The opening line of the poem itself focuses on the simple image of the sea. We start with this calm and vivid 
picture in our heads and from there, everything slowly dissolves away to an extent that towards the end, 
the poet strips away our illusions by showing us the nightmare behind this calm ocean.

   Another important and powerful image is of the sea meeting the land. Arnold spends long enough time to 
make the readers really see the vision of the coast of England in the moonlight. Speaking about the Aegean 
Sea, he connects himself to Sophocles, hence the sea becomes a part of historical illusion. Also, the sound of 
the rising and falling tide is used as an analogy for the “ebb and flow of human misery”. One of the major 
uses of referring the sea in the poem is in, turning it into a metaphor for the human belief in a higher power. 
The real sea of the English Channel is re-imagined as a ‘Sea of Faith’.

 (b) The Tide
   The imagery of tide is another reoccurrence in the poem. The slow, steady and the endless movement of 

water; in and out becomes a symbol of eternity. In the line, “The tide is full”, the tide is shown merely as a 
part of the landscape. It 'fullness' depicts the feeling of calmness and happiness. 

   The ‘ebb and flow’ of the tide is used as a metaphor for the happiness that comes and goes in human  
life. This rise and fall of tide becomes symbolic guiding the rhythm of the poem 'ebb and flow/of human 
misery; …” 

   In the line, "Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,” the tide is again metaphorically linked with human 
faith. Although it doesn't go in and out, it  just rolls back forever, ‘withdrawing’, deserting the world and 
leaving the reader alone and confused.

 (c) The Moon
   The opening of the poem is so much about the world that we see and moon is one of the crucial features. 

In the line, 'the moon lies fair', the moon is a part of happy natural imagery that helps to establish a sense of 
calmness among the readers. The moon is described as ‘fair’ symbolising beauty at large. However, referring 
to the ‘moon-blanched land’ gives the slight hint that everything is not just great There is something sinister 
about the moon which makes us think of something being unnaturally pale, maybe even a little death-like.

 (d) The Night
   The night has a kind of a flexible image due to its changing roles in the poem. In the line, 'sunset is the 

night-air', the night-time sounds great and connects with the feelings of comfort and calm. The night being 
‘sweet’ becomes a figure of speech that fits in beautifully with the relaxed ambiance of the opening lines of 
the poem. However, towards the end of the poem, the night becomes a part of a much more sinister set of 
ideas connected metaphorically with all of the pain and suffering of humanity. In the lines, “Of the night-
wind, down the vast edges drear and naked shingles of the world”, the night is presented as a symbol of 
desolation and fear. The ‘night-wind’ sounds a bit evil and threatening and howls around a lonely and 
vulnerable world. The night is the final word in the poem, leaving the readers in darkness, abandoned 
in the confusion of the faithless world. Hence, the night symbolizes emotional and intellectual darkness, 
“where ignorant armies clash by night”, implying that there is a clash of ideas and emotions. 

 (e) Naked Shingles
   It is one pure and bleak image that describes the desolation of the modern world. In the line, “And naked 

shingles of the world”, “shingles” means the rocks that lie on the shore.  With this imagery, Arnold is 
suggesting the feeling of hopeless emptiness and vulnerability that are some of the miseries of human life.

 (f) Darkling Plain
   This is the imaginary landscape where the final simile comes to its catastrophic end. The image of this pitch-

dark battlefield is far from all the pleasure and calmness exhibited in the beginning of the poem.
  “And we are here as on a darkling plain.”
   The poet, here, compares the human existence to a dark battlefield where friends and enemies clash together 

and fight each other in utter confusion.




