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SELF ASSESSMENT TEST-II

ANSWERS
II. Echoes 

(A Collection of Short Stories)
I. Ans. 1. Option (A) is correct.

 Ans. 2. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Klausner was very much tensed about the pain the Beech tree would have got, when an axe 
was struck on the trunk of the tree and it got cut. He wanted Dr. Scott to apply iodine to its cut to heal up fast.

 Ans. 3. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: When Klausner commanded doctor to “paint-the-cut-with-iodine”, in a very abnormal way, 
the Doctor hesitated. Also, he saw Klausner’s hands tightening on the handle of the axe. He decided that his 
alternative was to run away fast.

 Ans. 4. Option (B) is correct.

 Ans. 5. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The Doctor uncorked the iodine bottle, tipped some of the iodine onto the cotton wool, bent 
down and began to dab it into the cut.

II. (a) Katherine Mansfield was a modernist writer and as opposed to the Victorian writing style, she did not 
believe in conforming to the set rules and traditions. She preferred a style which depicted the reality and 
showcased the plights that existed in society. In her short story, "The Singing Lesson', Mansfield does not 
concentrate too much on the physical traits of her character. She devotes much effort to depict her character 
and the mental agony that she is going through. She concentrates on the finer nuances of her humaneness 
and utilizes both the direct and indirect mode of characterization to introduce Miss Meadows to the readers.

  The direct method of characterization is used by the narrator to describe a character with explicit detail. 
This means that the character's physical characteristics will be clearly explained without the reader having 
to make inferences. Mansfield writes, “Miss Meadows, in cap and gown and carrying a little baton, trod the 
cold corridors." She clearly paints the picture of a teacher walking with as little details as possible but giving 
out very careful insight into her mind and emotions through the setting of the 'cold corridors'. The cold 
corridors suggest the coldness in her attitude and her feelings which will drive all the action in the story. 
Miss Meadows is frozen and grim and will not be moved easily, in contrast to the science mistress who is 
‘sweet and pale like honey’.

  Miss Meadows is filled with cold despair and her actions are 'sharp' like a knife which would cut through 
the hearts of others. Miss Meadows evinced pain, does not hesitate to inflict the same in the girls. She desires 
to be drowned in the sorrow of lament and also wants the girls to engulf it and similarly, she wants her 
happiness to be echoed in by everyone. Miss Meadows is selfish and desires the world to see things as black 
and white as she does. Miss Meadows is in a state of turmoil that has been brought about by her broken 
engagement. The cruel letter by her fiancé has rendered her helpless and so she feels dejected. It's not her 
pride that is hurt but her self-confidence and esteem as she wishes to disappear, vanish from the school and 
from people who know her. Mansfield has made the character of Miss Meadows a perfect embodiment of 
the nineteenth-century woman, who is educated, working and yet suffers from low self-esteem and a sense 
of helplessness and identity crisis without a man in her life. 

 (b) Katherine Mansfield's short story 'The Singing Lesson' explores the theme of despair, reliance, appearance, 
happiness, desperation and sadness. The story narrated from the third-person perspective begins with the 
despair of Miss Meadows. 'With despair - cold, sharp despair - buried deep in her heart like a knife' – the 
first line of the story itself conveys the theme of despair and sets the tone of the story. Miss Meadows is 
upset after her broken engagement and is deeply affected by her fiancé's cold words in the letter. The author 
clearly lays out the theme of despair in the character's situation and mood.

  The theme of reliance and appearance is touched upon through Miss Meadow's relationship with Basil. Miss 
Meadows is marrying Basil for convenience as she fears about her appearance in the society as a maiden, 
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unmarried at thirty. She relies on appearance to select a life partner and is ready to spend the rest of her life 
with a man who loves her little. She seems to be relying on a man to provide her with the stature in society 
and identity which will make her lose her own value in the future. She is so worried about her appearance 
that she is ready to disappear from school and from her normal life.

  Sadness looms large over Miss Meadows as she is hurt by Basil's cruel words and actions. She desires to 
extend the same sadness to her students by drowning herself in the songs of lament. Her sadness is fleeting 
and so are her resolutions. She forgives Basil easily to welcome happiness with a warm heart and delight on 
finding Basil ready to marry her and asking for forgiveness for his rude letter. Miss Meadows is desperate for 
marriage as she is afraid of the society looking down upon her as an unmarried woman at thirty. She desires 
respect and identity that she can only achieve in society through marriage. Thus, sadly Miss Meadows 
instead of seeking happiness is desperately seeking marriage as a way of happiness to stand in the society.

III. The friendship explored in the story B. Wordsworth by Sir. V.S. Naipaul is an unusual one, as unusual as their 
first meeting. The young boy lived in Miguel Street and the old man happened to visit his house with a mere 
curiosity to watch the uninvited bees in the yard. Eventually, the young boy questioned the old man about his 
personal details. The man told him that he was ‘Black Wordsworth,’ one of the greatest poets.

 The boy and B. Wordsworth form an unusual friendship pretty soon, a genuine friendship. Each of the two 
contributed something substantial to it. The young boy found ‘B’ to be an interesting personality, unlike 
anybody else. B. Wordsworth might be seen as living an unproductive, pointless life, comforted  by illusions, but 
in reality, the old man plays an important and a positive influence on the boy.

 The old man taught the boy how to observe nature and for the brief span of their friendship, he had made the 
boy’s life exciting, full of tricks to local places of interest. He taught the boy to observe everything in the world 
with wonder and inquisitiveness. The young boy too listens with intent to the fanciful words of the old man. 
His horizon expands as a result of the friendship with the old man and the world becomes one exciting place for 
the young boy.

 The boy becomes emotionally attached to ‘B’. He learns a lot about poetry and the poet from the old man. ‘B’ 
teaches the boy that a poet looks at familiar things as if they are unfamiliar and has an attitude of reverence for 
life. The poet, he explains, should reflect on his experiences and write about them in a way that they sound 
meaningful to every reader. Fascinated by the old man, the boy says,

 “He did everything as though he were doing it for the first in his life. He did everything as though he were 
doing a church rite.”

 But B. Wordsworth’s tragedy is that he fails to make an impact on the world, the way he wanted to. The old man 
cherished the fact that he finally found someone who listened to him with sincerity and seriousness. Probably, 
no one ever listened to him before. But he failed in the implementation of his desire to be the greatest poet. In 
fact, after his death, it seemed as if he never existed. Only the boy remembered him, for they happened to fill 
the void in each other’s lives. 


