
SELF ASSESSMENT TEST-I

ANSWERS
The Tempest

I. Ans. 1. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Iris is the Goddess of Rainbow. She has many colours and is messenger of Juno, the 
Queen of Gods.

 Ans. 2. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Juno is wife of Jupiter. She is the Chief Goddess in Greek Mythology. But in The 
Tempest it is one of Prospero’s spirits, representing the Queen of Heaven and Goddess of Marriage 
in the Masque.

 Ans. 3. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Here ‘Donation’ means blessings to be showered on the young couple (Ferdinand and 
Miranda). Juno called Ceres to bless the couple.

 Ans. 4. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Ceres swore never to speak with Venus and her son Cupid because both of them had 
plotted to steal her daughter away for half the year.

 Ans. 5. Ceres asks if Venus and her son Cupid would also be present at the celebrations. Iris informs her that both 
of them wanted to come to do some mischief at the celebration. However, their plan got upset and both 
of them had to return in a state of dejection.

 Ans. 6. Ceres has been harbouring a strong grievance against Venus and Cupid as they helped Pluto (the God of 
Underworld) to abduct her daughter Proserpina from Earth to his Kingdom of Death or Hades.

 Ans. 7. Juno bestows her blessings upon the couple by saying that honour, wealth, and long life would always 
attend upon them. Ceres pronounced her blessings upon the couple by saying that their store houses 
would always remain full of corn and they would never be troubled by scarcity of anything .

II. (a)  The following points detail the characteristic similarities and differences between Caliban and Ariel:
  (i)  Both are elemental beings – Ariel has the elements of air and fire in his composition while Caliban has 

the elements of earth and water.
  (ii)  Both long for freedom. Freedom is the very need of Ariel’s existence. Caliban’s idea of freedom is to be 

released from all tasks and to be left to himself or perhaps a change of one Master for another.
  (iii)  Ariel is dainty and graceful. He is an elemental being with the finer instinct of an Artist. Caliban is 

grotesque. He is misshapen in body and manners.
  (iv) Ariel has a love of innocent fun. Caliban is full of malignity.
  (v) Ariel is pure intelligence. Caliban has brutish senses.
  (vi)  Ariel has feeling of gratitude towards Prospero and is also emotionally attached to Prospero. Caliban 

has no attachment whatsoever towards Prospero. 
  (vii)  Ariel is the agent of the beneficent purposes of Prospero. Caliban is a mere slave of Prospero.
  (viii) Neither of them has any moral sense of conscience.
 (b)  A Masque is the dramatic presentation comprising of declamation, dialogue, music, dance and exotic 

scenery. It mostly appeared in Elizabethan times and was usually enacted by nobles, royalty, king and 
queen. 

   It was a popular form of entertainment in the seventeenth century, particularly at the court of Queen 
Elizabeth. The Masques also helped in recapturing the past. The performance of Masque was a common 
place event at marriages and festivals. These were performed by professional singers and musicians with 
contributions from the Monarch and the Courtiers. 

  Some characteristics of Masque were:
  (i) Rhymed verse
  (ii) Performed at marriages and festivals
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  (iii) Mythical or Mythological or Metaphorical
  (iv) Shorter than regular drama
   Prospero’s Masque was focused on pastoral motifs, with reapers and nymphs celebrating the fertility of 

land. It was put up in honour of the forthcoming marriage of Ferdinand and Miranda. Nymphs and Reapers 
danced in costly costumes presenting a lovely pageant. It was written in rhymed verse and took place in 
open air. The characters were mythological and the whole show represented a majestic vision.

   The Masque took place in Act IV and is connected with the story of play as it marks the celebration of 
engagement and forthcoming wedding of the young couple.

 (c)  One of the main themes that runs through the play is that of illusion vs. reality. The opening scene portrays 
a violent storm which appears to place the ship in grave danger. The reality of the situation is that there is 
no danger from the storm at all. The passengers find themselves safe on shore, with even their garments 
unsoiled. The King is separated from his son and each assumes the other has drowned. Ariel’s songs to 
Ferdinand about his father seem to state that the King has drowned, but the reality is that he is alive and 
transformed to a better state. In the final scene, Prospero tells Alonso that he has lost a daughter, just as 
Alonso has lost a son. Alonso takes this to mean that Miranda has died, while in reality, it simply denotes 
that the fathers have lost their children to love and marriage.

   Sebastian and Antonio show that they are loyal to Alonso, while in fact, they are plotting against his life. 
Antonio himself is also an illusionary Duke, as he has stolen Prospero’s offices and does not possess it by 
divine right. Caliban worships Stephano as a God, although Stephano’s power is no more than a drunkard’s 
illusion. At the same time, he spurns Prospero who is the real controller of his fate.

   It is noteworthy that, what happens on the island is an illusion which returns all the characters to reality. 
Each is returned to his proper position and is restored through magic and drama.

III. The Tempest is one of the lighter plays of Shakespeare. It is a story about love, revenge and greed. It is set on a 
mythical island in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. Prospero comes up with a plan to avenge a disservice 
that has been done to him. He reclaims the title his brother stole and in the process, helped his beautiful 
daughter find true love. Through the use of magic and spirit servants, he also uncover plots to kill the King and 
himself.

 Unlike some other romantic comedies of Shakespeare, The Tempest is less focused on the love story and more on 
the plots of murder and Prospero’s plot to avenge him. Prospero himself is the most powerful character in the 
play who controls everyone to some degree. He seems to know exactly what and when something is going to 
happen which makes his tasks simple.

 Prospero’s revenge is simple and not intended to hurt any of the characters involved in it. He merely wants to 
show them what he had to go through when he was first stranded on the magical island. He also wants to make 
the characters feel guilty for their plot against him so that when he shows himself, he will be more likely to be 
welcomed with open arms. Other than Prospero’s revenge, Caliban also tries to plan his own. His revenge for 
being a servant is, at first trying to take Miranda. After that, when he enlists the help of the drunkards, he is 
inclined to win the island for himself and kill Prospero.

 Greed, however, is the most powerful motive in the play. Antonio and Sebastian are shown to be the greediest 
characters because they are willing to commit heinous crimes for it. The only two characters in the play who 
are not greedy are the ones who fall in love. Since love is often associated with innocence, this is not surprising. 
Even Prospero, though often thought of as a righteous character, creates the plot in order to gain things for 

himself. Ariel too, helps Prospero in hope of buying his freedom from his servitude.


