
                  Chapter - 1 : What Where, How And When

Let’s Revise
  There are several things we can find out about our past, like what people ate, the kinds of clothes they wore and 

the types of houses in which they lived.
  People have lived along the banks of rivers for several hundred thousand years. Some of the earliest people who 

lived there were skilled gatherers, that is, the people who gathered food.
  The Sulaiman and Kirthar Hills to the North-West were some of the areas where women and men first began to 

grow crops such as wheat and barley about 8000 years ago.
  People also began rearing animals like sheep, goat, and cattle and started living in villages.
  The places where rice was first grown were situated in the North Vindhyas.
  Men and women moved in search of livelihood, as well as to escape from natural disasters like floods or droughts. 

Sometimes, men marched in armies, conquering other’s lands.
  Besides, merchants travelled in caravans or ships, carrying valuable goods from place to place, and religious 

teachers walked from village to village and town to town, stopping to offer instruction, and advice on the way. 
All this led to the sharing of ideas between people.

  People have shared new ways of carving stones, composing music, and even cooking food over several hundreds 
of years.

  The word ‘India’ comes from ‘Indus’, which means ‘Sindhu’, in Sanskrit.
  Manuscripts were usually written on palm leaves or on the specially prepared bark of a tree known as the birch, 

which grows in the Himalayas.
  These books dealt with all kinds of subjects: religious beliefs and practices, the lives of kings as well as medicine 

and science.
  Inscriptions are writings on relatively hard surfaces such as stone or metal.
  Archaeologists study the remains of buildings made of stones and bricks, paintings and sculpture. They also 

explore and excavate to find tools, weapons, pots, pans, ornaments and coins.
  Archaeologists also look for the bones of animals, birds, and fishes in order to find out what people ate in the past.
  All dates before the birth of Christ are counted backwards and usually have the letters BC or BCE (Before Christ) 

added on.
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Know the Terms
  Skilled Gatherers : People who gathered their food and who have lived on the banks of river Narmada for 

several hundred thousand years.

  Tributaries : Smaller rivers which flow into a large river.

  Archaeologists : People who study old objects made and used in the past.

  Historians : Scholars who study about the past.

  Excavation : Digging under the surface of the earth.

  Manuscripts : Books written by hand long ago.

  Inscriptions : Old writings on hard surfaces such as metal or stone.

 Know the Dates
	 8000 years ago : The beginning of agriculture.

  4700 years ago : The first cities on banks of river Indus.

  2500 years ago : Cities settled in Ganga Valley, a massive kingdom in Magadha.

  2000 AD/CE     : The Modern time began.

qq

Chapter - 2 : On The Trail of the Earliest People

Let’s Revise
  Palaeolithic : This term refers to the age where we find a large number of stone tools. It extends from 2 million 

years ago to about 12,000 years ago and is divided into Lower, Middle and Upper Palaeolithic.

  Mesolithic : This period extends from 10,000 years ago to about 12,000 years ago. Stone tools found during this 
period were generally tiny and were called Microliths.

  Neolithic : This was the period that dates back to about 10,000 years ago and is therefore, known as the New 
Stone Age.

  The Earliest People : They were hunter-gatherers, a name derived from the way they collected food. They hunted 
animals, collected berries and fruits and gathered nuts, stalks and eggs. To hunt, they needed to move constantly 
and to gather plant products, They needed knowledge about the edibility of plants and change of season.

  Division of Labour : Both men and women performed activities like stone-making, hunting and gathering 
collectively.

  Archaeological Evidence of Early Man : How do we know about the early man? This has been possible through 
an analysis of objects found, which were probably used by the early man. For example, tools made of stone, bone 
and wood.

  Uses of Tools : Stone tools were used to cut meat and bone, scrape bark (from trees) and hides (animal skins) as 
well as chop fruit and roots.

  Making Stone Tools : Two different techniques were used for making stone tools.

  Choosing a Place to Live In : Dwellings chosen by the early man were located near sources of water, such as rivers 
and lakes as well as where good quality stone was available for their tools.

  Types of Dwellings (sites) : 

  l Factory sites were sites where stones were found and tools were made. 

  l Factory-cum-habitation sites were sites where along with tool-making, people lived for a long duration of time.

  Painting-Rock paintings : Paintings on a rock shelter. 

  (Cave paintings : Early people lived in caves and many such caves have paintings on walls which were made by 
them.) 

  Finding out about Fire : At Kurnool caves in Andhra Pradesh, evidence and traces of ash have been found 
suggesting use of fire. Fire might have been used as a source of light, to cook meat and to scare away animals.

  A Changing Environment : About 12,000 years ago, there was a major change in the climate of the world. This 
change led to a shift to warm conditions, leading to the development of grasslands at many places which helped 
people to start thinking about herding and rearing animals.
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  Habitation-cum-Factory Sites : Places where stones were found and early people made their tools. Sometimes, 

people lived (habitat) here for longer span of time.
  Bhimbetka : This is a place in Madhya Pradesh where we find examples of habitation sites, natural caves and rock 

shelters.

Flowcharts
Reasons for Hunter Gatherers Moving from Place to Place

in search of food animals moved
in search of food

and hunters
followed them

in search of plant
& trees as they

bear fruit in
different seasons

in search of water
found in lakes,

streams & rivers

Types of Ancient Sites Found by Archaeologists

Factory sites habitation
habitation-cum-

factory sites

places where stones were
found and where people

made tools

places where people lived
for a long time

places where stones
were found & people

made tools

Know the Terms
  Hunter-gatherer : The earliest people who hunted animals and gathered food for their meal.
  Site  : Local position.
  Habitation  : Residence.
  Factory  : A workshop.
  Palaeolithic  : Earliest period of history.
  Mesolithic  : Middle stone age.
  Microliths  : Small and tiny stone tools.

 Know the Dates
	 20,00,000 years ago  : Palaeolithic Age.
  12,000 years to 10,000 years ago  : Mesolithic Age.
   Present time  : Neolithic Age.

qq

Chapter - 3 : From Gathering to Growing Food

Let’s Revise
  Different plants grow in different conditions. Different animals also prefer different environments.
  Farming developed as a consequence of the climate change of the world. People observed plants and how they 

grow. Gradually they also started growing crops. 
  People also started taming animals. The dog was the first animal to be tamed. 
  Animals like sheep, goat, cattle were also tamed and so people became herders. 
  Grains were used as seeds, as food, and also as gifts. They were stored by humans.
  Animals were also ‘stored’ since they can serve as a source of milk and also ready meat. So, animals were used as 

a ‘store’ of food.
  Some sites have provided evidence of farmers and herders. Plant remains and animal bones have been found and 

studied.
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  Archaeologists have found traces of huts or houses at various sites. Pit-houses were built by digging into the 

ground.
  The period of history after about 10,000 years ago is called the Neolithic Age. Mortars and pestles and other tools 

of the Neolithic age have also been found.
  People grew cotton by this time and so weaving of clothes had begun.
  Many farmers and herders lived in groups, which were known as Tribes. Certain customs and practices were 

followed by them.
  Mehrgarh was situated in a fertile plain, near the Bolan Pass. Here, people learnt to grow barley and wheat. It is 

one of the earliest villages.
   On excavation, levels are found which indicate chronology (order of events).
    In Mehrgarh, remains of houses have also been found. They had four or more compartments. Various burial sites 

have been found in Mehrgarh. 

  Stone tools, a stone called jadeite, etc., have been discovered in Daojali Hading near the Brahmaputra Valley.
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Know the Terms
  Domestication : To make domestic or familiar.
	 Farmers : One who farms land. 
 	Herders : The group of animals of one kind that live and feed together.
	 Neolithic : Of the later stone age. 
	 Pots : A vessel of earthenware (metal or glass).
		Tribes : Distinct class of people.
		Village : A rural area.
	 Houses : A construction where people live.
		Burials : The act or ceremony of putting a dead body into a grave.

 Know the Dates
	 About 12,000 years ago : Beginning of domestication.
  About 10,000 years ago : Start of Neohithic Age.
  About 8,000 years ago : Beginning  of settlement at Mehrgarh.

qq

Chapter - 4 : In the Earliest Cities

 Let’s Revise
  Life in the City : Harappa was a busy place. Rulers planned buildings, traders travelled to distant places to 

procure raw materials and scribes prepared exotic seals.
  The Story of Harappa : The cities of the Indus Valley Civilisation are known as the Harappan cities. Rediscovered 

in the 1920s after excavations in Sindh and Punjab in present day Pakistan, these cities flourished since the 3300 
BC. 

  Scribe : A person who was employed to make copies of documents before the invention of printing.
  Seals : Scribes prepared seals and used a special pictographic script. Pictures of birds and animals were also used. 

This is the earliest known form of writing in the continent. 



Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise Quick Review, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class-VI [ 5
  Layout of the Cities : 
  (i) The Harappan cities were divided into two parts: the citadel and the lower town. Walls were fortified with 

bricks in interlocking patterns. 
  (ii) Streets were laid out straight and cut each other at right angles. 
  (iii) Drains ran parallel to each other and had covers. 
  (iv) The citadel was located at a higher level and had special buildings. 
  (v) The Great Bath in Mohenjodaro was a tank used for bathing rituals. 
  (vi) Kalibangan and Lothal had fire altars where sacrifices may have been performed. 
  (vii) The lower town was the residential area where houses were one or two storeys high and built around a 

corridor.
  Stone Weights and Beads : Stone weights made of chert were used for weighing precious metals or stones. Beads 

made of carnelian have been found which were used in ornaments. An artificially produced substance called 
faience was also used to make bangles and beads.
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Know the Terms
  City  :  Important town.

	 Citadel :  A strong place of arms.

 	Ruler :  A sovereign.

	 Scribe  :  A person who can write.

	 Crafts person  :  A mechanic or artisan.

		Metal  :  A hard, usually shining substance.

		Seal  :  An impression.

	 Specialist  :  Person devoting himself to a single branch of his profession.

		Raw material  :  Unripe or uncooked material.

	 Plough :  Implement for furrowing and turning up the soil.

		Irrigation  :  To supply with water.

 Know the Dates
	 About 7,000 years ago  :  Cotton cultivation started in Mehrgarh.

  About 4,700 years ago  :  Beginning of cities.

  About 3,900 years ago  :  Beginning of end of the established cities.

  About 2,500 years ago  :  The emergence of new cities.

qq

Chapter - 5 : What Books and Burials Tell us ?

Let’s Revise
  Burial Spots of Families : Some burial chambers have more than one skeleton, probably meaning that one 

chamber was used for many members of the same family. A hole in the wall allowed the chamber to be used over 
and over again. The burial sites were marked by stones. 

  Battles : Rig Veda tells us about battles fought for land and cattle. People met in assemblies and discussed about 
war and peace. Wealth obtained thereafter was distributed amongst the leaders, priests and people. 
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  Words Describing People : Rig Veda describes people according to their work—the priests who performed 

various rituals and the rajas who were tribal chiefs. Rajas were different during this period as they did not have 
capital, palaces or armies, nor did they collect taxes.

  Other Terms : The community as a whole was described as ‘jana’ and ‘vish’. We also find mention of the Aryans 
who composed hymns. Rig vedic hymns mention about ‘dasas or dasyus’ who spoke different languages. Later 
on, the term ‘dasas’ came to be used for the ‘slaves’. 

  Silent Sentinels : Some burial sites of the late Chalcolithic age and early Iron Age are marked by Megaliths. 
Kashmir, north-eastern India, Deccan and the southernmost parts of India are some places where such sites have 
been found.

  Vedas : Initially, the Rig Veda was not in written form, but was passed on orally. Knowledge passed on in this 
way is known as ‘shruti’. The Vedic teachers took great care to teach students to pronounce words and memorise 
hymns correctly. 

  Sanskrit and Other Languages : Scholars have discovered many similarities between Sanskrit and European 
languages such as Latin, English and German. Historians came to the conclusion that Sanskrit belongs to the 
Indo-European group of languages. Other languages like Hindi, Kashmiri, Sindhi, etc. also belong to the same 
group. 

  Skeleton Studies : Study of the bone structure helps to differentiate between male and female skeletons. The hip 
or the pelvic area of a woman is generally larger than a man. 

  Special Burial at Inamgaon : We find burials dated back to 3600 and 2700 years ago. Adults were generally buried 
in the ground. Special mention may be made of a man who was found buried in a large, four legged clay jar in 
the courtyard of a five-roomed house.

  Writing Evidences : First evidence of writing in China was found 3500 years ago. These writings were on animal 
bones and were called oracle bones. However, the Chinese did not know the use of iron.

  Other languages : Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam belong to the Dravidian family and the languages 
spoken in Jharkhand and parts of Central India belong to the Austro-Asiatic family.

  Sukta : This term which means “well said” was used to describe the hymns of the Vedas.
  Agni Devta : He was the God of Fire mentioned in the hymns of the Rigveda.
  Indra : In the Rigvedic hymns, Indra is mentioned as the God of War. He is also mentioned as ‘Purandara - 

destroyer of forts’. 
  Soma : It was the plant from which a special drink was prepared and is mentioned in the hymns of the Rigveda. 
  Sentinels : This term means ‘to watch over as a guard’ and in context to the chapter it refers to the Megaliths put 

on burial sites so as to guard and spot these burial sites. 

  Megaliths : These literally mean big stones, which were used by early men to spot burial sites.
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Know the Terms
  Veda  :  An Ancient Holy Book.
	 Language  :  A system of communication using written or spoken words.
 	Hymn  :  A song in praise of God.

	 Chariot  :  A vehicle used in ancient fighting.
	 Sacrifice  :  The giving up of something.
		Raja  :  King.



Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise Quick Review, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class-VI [ 7
		Slave  :  A drudge, contemptible person.
	 Megalith  :  Large, tall stone in ancient times used to spot burial sites.
		Burial  :  Depositing dead body under earth.
	 Skeleton  :  The bony framework of an animal or human

		Iron  :  A metal much used for tools.

 Know the Dates
	 About 3600 years ago  :  Beginning of settlement of Inamgaon.

  About 3500 years ago (i.e. circa 1500 B.C.)  :  Beginning of composition of the oldest of the 

Vedas, the Rigveda.

  About 3000 years ago (i.e. circa 1,000 B.C.)  :  Beginning of the building of megaliths.

  About 2700 years ago (i.e. circa 700 B.C.)  :  End of settlement at Inamgaon.

  About 2000 years ago  :  Charaka wrote ‘Charaka Samhita’.

  About less than 200 years ago (in the 19th century A.D.)  :  Printing of the Rigveda for the first time.
qq

Chapter - 6 : Kingdoms Kings and Early Republic

Let’s Revise
  Handouts : These are compressed versions of the slides. 
  Janapadas : The powerful kings who performed big sacrifices and later ruled larger territories termed as 

Janapadas. The term “Janapada” literally means ‘foothold of a tribe’. A Janapada could be a republic like Vajji or a 
monarchy like Magadha. 

  Varnas : Later, Vedic texts like Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda mentioned certain rules about the society. 
There were different groups in the society such as priests and warriors, farmers, herders, traders, crafts persons 
and labourers.

  Varna Hierarchy : The priests divided people into four groups called varnas. Each varna had different sets of 
functions. 

  Selection of the Rulers : In ancient India, some of the rajas were probably chosen by the jana, the people. Some 
changes regarding the election of the raja took place around 3,000 years ago. Some men performed Ashvamedha 
sacrifice and came to be recognised as rajas. 

  Sources : The remains were excavated at Purana Qila in Delhi and at sites like Hastinapur and Atranjikhera in Uttar 
Pradesh. We know about Janapadas from the Brahmanas, the early Buddhist texts and excavated archaeological 
remains. 

  Gana : This was the method of rule in early centuries where members of a society met in assemblies and decided 
about administration through discussions and debates. 

  Mahajanapadas : A Mahajanapada was usually ruled from its capital city. There was intense rivalry among the 
Mahajanapadas, resulting in frequent wars. Huge walls made of mud, stone, wood or bricks were used to fortify 
these capital cites. 

  Taxes : Money was required by new rajas for building forts and armies. They started collecting regular taxes from 
the people. Tax could be paid either in cash or in kind. 

  Changes in Agriculture : Agriculture prospered in most of the Mahajanapadas as they were located in fertile 
areas. Two major changes came in agriculture. One was the growing use of iron plough. Secondly, people began 
transplanting paddy which led to increased production.
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Know the Terms
  Raja  :  King.
	 Ashvamedha : Horse sacrifice in the form of a ritual.
 	Varna  :  A division of society groups.
	 Janapada  :  The land where the jana set its foot.
	 Mahajanapada  :  Greater in size and more important than Janapadas.
		Fortification  :  Defensive work.
		Army  :  A force.
	 Tax  :  A rate of sum of money levied on persons or property.
		Transplanation  :  The saplings were grown and then planted in the field.
	 Gana or Sangha  :  Having many rulers at a time.

		Democracy  :  Government by the people at large.

 Know the Dates
	 About 3,000 years ago (around 1000 B.C.)  : New kinds of ‘rajas’.

  About 2,500 years ago (around 500 B.C.)  : Formation of ‘Mahajanapadas’.

  About 2,300 years ago (around 300 B.C.)  : Invasion of Alexander the Great.

qq

Chapter - 7 : New Questions and Ideas

Let’s Revise
  The Sangha : Both Mahavira and Buddha felt that only those who gave up worldly life and became monks could 

gain true knowledge. They set up organisations called Sanghas where these monks spent much of their time on 
religious studies and meditation.

  Vinaya Pitaka : The rules made for the Buddhist Sanghas are contained in a text called Vinaya Pitaka from which 
we can understand that the members enjoyed equal status irrespective of their caste and status. There were 
separate branches for men and women. All men could join the Sanghas.

  Monasteries : Jain and Buddhist monks went from place to place, and therefore, the need for more permanent 
shelters was felt. As a result, monasteries were built, which were known as Viharas. 

  Four Ashramas : In Upanishadic times, the life of an upper-caste man was divided into four stages called 
Ashramas. These were Brahmacharya, Grihastha, Vanaprastha and Sanyasa. Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya 
men were expected to lead their lives according to them, but this was not followed rigidly. 

  Ahimsa : It was the philosophy propagated by religious thinkers, particularly by Buddha and Mahavira according 
to which human beings should show mercy on other living beings, including animals and trees.

  Bhikhus : Members of the Sanghas went to cities and villages to beg for food during fixed hours. ‘Bhikhu’ was the 
Prakrit word for ‘beggar’.

  Prakrit : It was the language of the masses which was used to propagate messages of the thinkers like Buddha 
and Mahavira.

  Teachings of Mahavira : Mahavira believed that a person’s position in life depends on the karma of his previous 
life. He preached ahimsa. He instructed his followers not to lie, steal or kill. His followers were known as ‘Jains’, 
who led simple lives and begged for food.

  Buddha : Gautama (Siddhartha), the founder of Buddhism, was born at Lumbini about 2500 years ago. During 
those days, certain changes took place in the society of the Mahajanapadas. Dissatisfied with such changes, many 
thinkers gave up worldly life, went to forests for meditation and Buddha sought the true meaning of life.

  Buddha’s Enlightenment : He left home at the age of 30 and attained enlightenment under a ‘peepal tree’ at Bodh 
Gaya in Bihar. Buddha delivered his first sermon at Sarnath. He preached in Prakrit, the language spoken by the 
common people.

  Upanishads : Various thinkers tried to find answers to difficult questions. These thinkers were of the view 
that there was the atman or the individual soul and the Brahmin or the universal soul. Upanishads give much 
importance to Brahmin, the universal soul. 

  Meaning of Upanishads : Ideas related to the soul were recorded in the Upanishads. These were part of the 
later Vedic texts. Upanishads recorded knowledge given by teachers to pupils sittings at their feet, often through 
questions and answers.



Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise Quick Review, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class-VI [ 9
  Panini : The famous grammarian Panini, was the one who prepared the grammar for Sanskrit and arranged the 

vowels and consonants in a special order. He used these to write down the rules of the language in the form of 
short formulae.

  Jainism : Jainism was founded by Vardhamana Mahavira of the Vajji gana-sangha. He left home at the age of 30 
and went to live in the forest. For many years, he led a hard and lonely life, but finally attained enlightenment.
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Know the Terms
  Tanha  :  A thirst for desiring more and more.

	 Prakrit  :  A language used by Buddha for ordinary people.

 	Upanishad  :  Texts containing conversation between teacher and students.

	 Atman  :  Individual soul.

	 Brahman  :  Universal soul.

		Ahimsa  :  No hurting or killing of living beings.

		Jain  :  Followers of Mahavira.

	 Sangha  :  An association of people.

		Bhikkhu  :  Prakrit word for beggar.

	 Vihara  :  Permanent shelters for monks and nuns.

		Monastery  :  Residence for men who lead a retired life.

		Ashram  :  A nunnery.

 Know the Dates
	 Around 2500 years ago (about 500 B.C.)  :  Upanishadic thinkers preached.

  Around 2500 years ago (About 500 B.C.)  :  Mahavira and the Buddha preached.

  Around 1500 years ago (About 500 B.C.)  :  The Jaina texts were written down.

qq
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Chapter - 8 : Ashoka, The Emperor Who Gave up War

Let’s Revise
  Ashoka, a Unique Ruler : Ashoka was the first ruler in the history of world, who gave directions to the people 

through inscriptions. Most of Ashoka’s inscriptions were in Prakrit and were written in Brahmi script.

  Ashoka’s views on Kalinga : Ashoka tried to conquer Kalinga. However, the violence and bloodshed led him to 

decide not to fight any more wars.

  Ashoka’s Dhamma : These were the set of instructions given by Ashoka to his subjects, which were inspired 

by Buddha’s teachings. He appointed officials and Dhamma Mahamatta, who taught people about ‘dhamma’, 

which was one of the ways to make the society a better one.

  Other Regions : The Mauryas controlled the vast areas between the main centers with the help of resources such 

as taxes and tributes. Also, the forested regions were expected to provide elephants, timber, honey and wax to the 

Mauryan officials.

  The Capital City : We come to know about the capital through Megasthenes, who was an ambassador sent to the 

court of Chandragupta by the Greek ruler of West Asia , Seleucus Nicator.

  Ashoka’s Messages to his Subjects : Ashoka got his messages inscribed on rocks and pillars. He also sent 

messengers to spread the Dhamma to other lands such as Syria, Egypt, Greece and Sri Lanka.

  Dynasty : A line of rulers from the same family, who are distinguished for their success, wealth and inherit the 

same from their successors.

  Ruling the Empire : Different parts of the empire were ruled in a different manner. For instance, the areas around 

Pataliputra was under the direct control of the Emperor. While other areas, such as the provinces of Taxila or 

Ujjain were ruled from provincial capitals by royal princes.

  The First Empire : Chandragupta Maurya founded the Mauryan Empire about 2300 years ago. He was supported 

by Chanakya or Kautilya whose ideas were written down in a book called Arthashastra.

Flowchart
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Know the Terms
  Empire  : Territory of an Emperor.

	 Capital  :  A chief city.

 	Province  : A part of country which has its own local government.

	 Dhamma  :  It is a Prakrit word for the Sanskrit term ‘Dharm’.

	 Messenger  :  Bearer of a message.

		Official  :  One employed in a public capacity.

 Know the Dates
	 About 2300 years ago (about 300 B.C.)  : Chandragupta Maurya founded the Murya empire.

  273 B.C.  :  Ashoka’s reign began.

  232 B.C.  :  Ashoka’s death.

  185 B.C.  :  The end of the Mauryan empire.

qq
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Chapter - 9 : Vital Villages and Thriving Towns

Let’s Revise
  Iron Tools and Agriculture : Iron came into use around 3000 years ago. About 2500 years ago, use of iron tools 

increased. These included axes for clearing forests and expanding land, and iron plough share in increasing 
production.

  Increased Production and Irrigation : Apart from new tools and the system of transplantation which increased 
production, irrigation was also used. For this purpose, canals, wells, tanks, and artificial lakes were built.

  Landowners and Labourers : In the south, large landowners (vellalar), ploughmen (uzhavar), landless labourers 
and slaves (kadaisiyar and adimai) were amongst the main community members. In the northern parts, the 
village headman (grama bhojaka) was hereditary, who was the biggest landowner and used to collect taxes for 
the King.

  The Earliest Tamil Compositions : Sangam literature was composed 2300 years ago. It was called as Sangam 
because it was written and compiled in Assemblies known as Sangams of Poets which were held in the city of 
Madurai.

  Meaning of Sangam : The word Sangam refers to an ‘academy’. The Sangam age is regarded as the Golden Age 
of Tamil Literature. The Sangam literature consists of two thousand three hundred and seventy one poems.

  Findings About Cities : Jatakas were stories composed by ordinary people, but written and preserved by Buddhist 
monks. Other kinds of evidences to find out about the life in some of the early cities are sculptors’ carved scenes 
depicting people’s lives.

  Cities and Travel Accounts : Another way of finding out about early cities is from the accounts of sailors and 
travellers who visited these cities and kingdoms.

  Coins : Punch marked coins, which were in use for about 500 years, were called so because the designs were 
punched on to the metal- silver or copper.

  Cities and its Functions : Mathura was important because it was located on the crossroads of two major routes 
of travel and trade from the North-West to the East and from the North to South. Mathura was also a production 
centre of fine sculptures.

  Crafts and Craftspersons : Extremely fine potteries known as the Northern Black Polished ware were produced. 
There were famous centres such as Varanasi in the North, and Madurai in the South.

  Arikamedu : Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, Arikamedu was a coastal settlement where ships unloaded goods 
from distant lands. A massive brick structure, which may have been a warehouse, was found at the site.

  Elsewhere in the World : Rome, a city of Italy was developed around the same time as the Mahajanapadas. Rome 

was the capital of one of the largest empires of that period. It spread across Europe, North Africa, and West Asia.

Flowchart

In the Tamil region, large landowners (vellalar), Ordinary ploughmen (uzhavar) and landless
labourers, slaves (Kadaisiyar and adimai) lived.

In the Northern part of the country, village headmen was called grama bhojaka. He was the
largest landowner, had slaves, hired workers, collected taxes and functioned as a judge and
a policeman.

Independent farmers (grihapatis) and other men and women (dasa karmakara) who had no
land also lived.W
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Know the Terms
  Iron  : A metal much used for tools.
	 Irrigation  : To supply water through the fields through lakes canals, wells, etc.
 	Village  : Assemblage of dwellings in the country.
	 Port  : A harbour.
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	 Ring well  : To sound like a bell.
		City  : A large important town.
		Shreni  : An association formed by crafts persons and merchants.
	 Sangam  : Assemblies.

 Know the Dates
	 About 3000 years ago (around 1000 B.C.) : Beginning of the use of iron in the Indian subcontinent.
  2500 years ago (around 500 B.C.) : Increase in the use of iron, development of cities and the   

  punchmarked coins.
  2300 years ago (around 300 B.C.)  :  The ‘Sangam’ literature.
  Between 2200  and 1900 years ago  
  between (C. 100 B.C. and C. 100 A.D.)  :  Settlement in Arikamedu (in Puducherry).

qq

Chapter - 10 : Traders, Kings and Pilgrims

Let’s Revise
  Traders and The Black Gold : South India was known for its gold, spices, especially as pepper and precious 

stones. South Indian pepper was very popular in the Roman Empire and was known as the Black Gold. 

  Exploring Sea Routes : In course of their trading activities, traders explored many sea routes. Other traders 
reached the western coast of the subcontinent from East Africa or Arabia sailing during the South-West monsoon.

  New Kingdoms and Geography : The southern part of the sub-continent is marked by a long coastline, hills, 
plateaus and river valleys.

  Muvender-Three Chiefs : The Sangam Literature talks about Muvender, meaning three Chiefs—the Cholas 
Cheras, and Pandyas. They were powerful around 2300 years ago.

  Administration of the Chiefs : They did not collect any regular taxes, but demanded gifts from the people. They 
distributed their wealth amongst their supporters.

  Emergence of the Satavahanas : The Satavahana dynasty emerged after 200 years and was powerful in Western 
India. An important ruler of this dynasty was Gautamiputra Shri Satakarni.

  Satavahanas and Inscription : An inscription composed by Gautami Balashri, the mother of Satakarni, throws 
lights on the history of the Santavahana dynasty. Satavahana rulers were known as the Lords of the Dakshinapatha, 
meaning ‘route leading to the South’.

  The Silk Route : Techniques of making silk were first invented in China around 7000 years ago. The Chinese went 
to distant lands carrying silk with them. The paths they followed came to be known as the Silk Route.  

  Controlling the Silk Route : Some of rulers of the earlier times tried to control the Silk Route for collecting taxes, 
tributes and gifts brought by the traders. The Indian rulers who controlled the Silk Route were the Kushanas. 

  Buddhist Council : The Kushana ruler Kanishka, who ruled around 1900 years ago organised a Buddhist Council. 
Ashvaghosha, a poet, composed a biography of the Buddha known as Buddhacharita.

	 Spread of Buddhism : A new form of Buddhism, ‘Mahayana Buddhism’ developed and spread throughout 
Western and Southern India and south eastwards to Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.

	 Buddhist Pilgrim : Traders journeyed to distant lands in caravans and ships. With them, pilgrims often travelled. 
Well-known Chinese Buddhist pilgrims are Fa Xian, Xuan Zang and I-Qing. They left accounts of their journeys.

	 The Beginning of Bhakti : The word Bhakti (Sanskrit term ‘bhaj’) means ‘to divide or share.’ It suggests an 

intimate, two-way relationship between the deity and the devotee. Bhakti is directed towards Bhagwad.

Flowchart
Chinese Buddhist Pilgrims who Visited India

Fa Xian (came about
1600 years ago)

Xuan Zang (came
about 1400 years ago)

I–Qing (came about 50
years after Xuan Zang)
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Know the Terms
  Trader : A person engaged in a trade.	

	 Muvender :  Three chiefs of the Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas.

 	Route  : Way or road.

	 Silk : A fine soft thread produced in the cocoon by a silkworm

	 Kushanas  : A dynasty of central and north-west Asia 2000 years ago.

		Mahayana  : A sect of Buddhism.

		Buddhism  : A religion formed by Lord Buddha.

	 Theravada  : An older form of Buddhism which was popular in South-East Asia.

		Bodhisattva  : Attainment of enlightenment.

	 Pilgrim  : A wanderer.

		Bhakti  : Person’s devotion to his or her chosen deity

 Know the Dates
	 Around 2300 years ago : The Cholas, Choras and Pandyas became powerful in South India.

  Around 2500 years ago : The Satavahanas became powerful in Western India.

  Around 7000 years ago : Techniques of making silk were first invented in China.

  About 2000 years ago : Wearing silk became a fashion among rulers and wealthy people in Rome.

  Around 1900 years ago : Kanishka, the most famous Kushana ruler ruled.

  About 1600 years ago : Fa Xian, a Chinese Buddhist pilgrim came to the subcontinent. 

      Around 1400 years ago : Xuan Zang, another Chinese Buddhist pilgrim came.

 qq

Chapter - 11 : New Empires and Kingdoms

Let’s Revise
	 Mamallapuram : Mamallapuram is known for its monolithic temples of the Pallavas. 

  The Harshacharita : In the early seventh century, Harshavardhan became the ruler of Thanesar. Information 
about Harsha’s reign is also available in Harsha’s biography Harshacharita, written by Banabhatta. The Chinese 
pilgrim Xuan Zang spent a lot of time in the court of Harsha. 

  Rulers in South India : After the decline of the Satavahanas, there arose smaller kingdoms in the South. Of these, 
the Chalukyas and the Pallavas were the important ones.

  Administration of Kingdoms : Administrative posts were hereditary. The poet, Harisena was Maha-danda-
nayaka or Chief Judicial Officer. Some people held more than one post. Harisena was also Kumar-Amatya, an 
important minister. The Nagara-Shreshthi was the chief banker or the merchant of the city. 

  Ordinary People : Our knowledge about the life of the people of the time is drawn mainly from literary works 
such as Kalidasa’s plays, Banabhatta’s Harshacharita and the accounts of foreign travellers like Fa Xian. Fa Xian 
mentions about the conditions of the untouchables who lived outside the city.

  Prashasti of Samudragupta : Samudragupta was a famous ruler of the Gupta dynasty. Allahabad pillar inscription 
is a Prashasti on Samudragupta’s military achievements. The poem was composed in Sanskrit by the Court Poet, 
Harishena. The poet praised the King as a warrior and equal to God. 

  Prashastis and Different Rulers : The Prashasti described four different kinds of rulers and Samudragupta’s 
policies towards them.  These are :

  l  The rulers of Aryavarta.

  l  The rulers of Dakshinapatha.

  l  Neighbouring states like Assam, Coastal Bengal and Nepal.

  l  States ruled by the descendants of the Kushanas. 

  Genealogies in the Prashastis : Prashastis mention complete genealogies of rulers. The Allahabad Prashasti 
mentions that Samudragupta’s mother Kumara Devi belonged to the Lichhavi gana. His father, Chandragupta 
held the grand title of Maharaj-Adhiraja. His Court was full of learned persons like Kalidasa and Aryabhatta. 
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	 Prashastis : Prashasti is a Sanskrit word, meaning ‘in praise of ’. Prashastis are long inscriptions, written in praise 

of the kings. From the time of the Guptas, Prashastis became very important.

	 The Chalukyas : The Chalukya kingdom was centered at the Raichur Doab. The Raichur Doab is located between 
the rivers Krishna and Tungabhadra. Their capital was at Vatapi. Pulakeshin II was a famous king of this dynasty. 
We know about him from a poem composed by his court poet Ravikirti.

	 The Pallavas : The kingdom of the, Pallavas was in the far South. They ruled between the mid 6th to the 8th 

century. The capital of the Pallavas was Kanchipuram, around the Kaveri delta in present Tamil Nadu.

	 Sabha-Assemblies : Pallava inscriptions talk about many local assemblies. The Sabha was an assembly of Brahmin 
land-owners. It functioned through subcommittees, which looked after irrigation, agriculture, roads and temples.

	 Fa Xian : Fa Xian was a Chinese pilgrim. He visited India and Sri Lanka. He is the most known for his pilgrimage 
to Lumbini, the birthplace of Lord Buddha.

Flowchart
Local Assemblies in the Southern Kingdoms

Sabha Ur Nagaram

Know the Terms
  Prashasti  :  Meaning ‘in praise of ’.
	 Aryavarta  :  A Samundragupta’s empire.
 	Dakshinapatha  :  A surrendered territories of 12 rulers.
	 Genealogy  :  Lineage (oa’kkoyh).
	 Hereditary  :  Transmitted from one generation to another.
		Samanta  :  An officer for collecting revenue to maintain soldiers and horses.
		Assembly  :  Gathering  of persons.
	 Nagaram  :  A small city.

Know the Dates
	 About 1700 years ago  :  Beginning of the Gupta dynasty.

  About 1400 years ago  :  The rule of Harshavardhana.

qq

Chapter - 12 : Buildings Paintings and Books

Let’s Revise
	 Writing Books : During this period, epics were composed and compiled. Epics are grand and long compositions 

about the heroic men, women and God.
  Building Temples : During this period many temples for deities such as Vishnu, Shiva and Durga were built. 
  Iron Pillar in Delhi : The Iron pillar at Mehrauli in Delhi is the best example of the skill of Indian crafts persons. 

It is 1500 years old. Till today, the iron pillar has not rusted.
  Paintings : Ajanta is a famous place for several caves and monasteries with paintings. Paintings were drawn 

inside caves in the light of torches. All paintings are 1500 years old and the artists are unknown.
  Silappadikaram : A poet llango composed the Silappadikaram, a Tamil epic, around 1800 years ago. The 

Silappadikaram is about the story of a merchant and his wife, Kannagi. This epic mentions about the incident 
that happened in Madurai. 

  Writings of Kalidasa : During this period, Kalidasa contributed a lot towards Sanskrit literature. Malavikagnimitra, 
Abhigyan Shakuntalam, Vikramorvasiya, Raghuvansham and Kumarasambhava were some of the popular works 
of Kalidasa.

  Writing Puranas : Purana means ‘old’. Many Puranas such as the Mahabharata and Ramayana were written 
during this period. The Puranas contain stories about Gods and goddesses such as Vishnu, Shiva, Durga, Parvati. 
Women and Shudras were not allowed to study the Vedas during this period.
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  Stupa : Stupa means ‘mound’. The common features of stupa are round, tall, big and small. At the centre of a 

stupa, there is a small box known as a relic casket, which contains bodily remains such as teeth, bone and ashes.
  Features of Temple Buildings : An important part of temples was the room known as the Garbhagriha where 

the chief deity was placed. A tower known as Shikhara was built on top of the Garbhagriha. Many temples had 
Mandapa. Temples in Mahabalipuram and Aihole were built during this period.

  Methods of Building Stupas and Temples : Kings and Queens decided to build stupas and temples made of good 
quality stones, decorated with sculptures and pillars. Kings and Queens spent money to pay the crafts persons, 
apart from donations and gifts.

  Stories by Ordinary People : Ordinary people also told stories, composed poems and songs. Jatakas and 
Panchatantra were written during this period.

  Features of the Iron Pillar : It is made of iron and stands 7.2 m high and weighs over 3 tonnes (3,000 kilograms). 
An inscription on the pillar about mentions a ruler named Chandra, who belonged to the Gupta dynasty.

  Around Stupa : Around stupa, a path known as Pradakshina Patha was laid. Devotees move on a rounded path 
in a clockwise direction expressing devotion. Gateways of stupa were decorated with sculptures. In Amaravati, 
there existed a magnificent stupa dated back to 2000 years ago.

  Books on Science : During this period, Aryabhatta, a mathematician and astronomer wrote a book of science, 
“Aryabhatiyam”. He also developed a scientific explanation for eclipses. Zero was invented in India during this 
period only.

  The Mahabharata : It is a story about a war between the Kauravas and Pandavas for controlling Hastinapur. It 
was written about 1500 years ago.

  Madurai : Madurai is one of the cities in Tamil Nadu known for its temples. In this city, Tamil Sangam (Assembly) 
emerged and contributed for the development of Tamil literature and it was the first Sangam assembly in the 
sequence of the three Sangams.

  The Great Stupa : It is located at Sanchi in Madhya Pradesh. It dates back to the period of Ashoka and is the best 
architectural evidence for the Buddhist history.

  Monolithic Temples : Monolithic Temples are the temples that were carved out of a huge single rock. These 

temples can be seen in Mahabalipuram near Chennai city in Tamil Nadu.

Flowchart
Epics of the Medieaval Period

Silappadikam
(Tamil language)

Manimekalai
(Tamil language)

Mahabharata
(Sanskrit language)

Ramayana
(Sanskrit language)

Know the Terms
  Stupa  :  A round and tall mound by craftsmen.
	 Temple  :  A place of worship.
	 Painting  :  Art of colouring things. 
	 Epic  :  A long poem narrating heroic deeds of nation’s history.
	 Story  :  The history of one’s life. 
	 Purana  :  Compilation of old religious stories.
	 Science  :  Systematic knowledge. 

	 Mathematics  :  A subject based on numbers by which calculations are done.

 Know the Dates
	 2300 years ago : Beginning of stupa building.
  2000 years ago : Amaravati, a place where a magnificent stupa existed.
  1600 years ago : Kalidasa was present.
  1500 years ago : Iron pillar, Temple at Bhitragaon, Painings of Ajanta and Aryabhatta.

  1400 years ago : Durga Temple.

qq
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Part - II : Geography
The Earth : Our Habitat 

Chapter - 1 : The Earth in the Solar System

Let’s Revise
  The Sun, the moon all those objects shining in the sky are called celestial bodies.
  Celestial bodies which have their own heat and light are called Stars.
  The Sun is a Star. 
  Various patterns formed by different groups of stars are called constellations e.g. Ursa Major or Big Bear.
  The Small Bear or Saptarishi is a group of seven stars.
  The North Star indicates the North direction. It is also called the Pole Star.
  We can locate the position of the Pole Star with the help of the Saptarishi.
  Some Celestial bodies which do not have their own heat and light and glow by the light of the stars are called 

planets.
  The moon that we see in the sky is a satellite.
  Solar system
  l The sun, nine planets satellites, asteroids and meteoroids form the solar system.
  The Sun
  l The sun is in the center of the solar system.
  l It is made up of extremely hot gases.
  l The sun is about 150 million km away from the earth.
  Planets
  l There are nine planets in our solar system.
  l The nine planets are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.
  l Planets move around the sun in a fixed orbit.
  l Mercury is the nearest planet.
  l Pluto is the farthest planet.
  l A new planet 2003 UB313 has been discovered. It is bigger than Pluto and is farthest from the sun.
  Earth
  l It is the third nearest to the sun and fifth largest planet of our solar system.
  l The earth is a unique planet because it supports life.
  l It is also called the blue planet.
  l It’s shape is Geoid.
  The Moon
  l It is only satellite of the earth.
  l Its diameter is one-quarter of the earth.
  l It is about 3.84,400 km. away from us.
  l It moves around the earth in about 27 days.
  l Only one side of the moon is visible to us on the earth.
  l No life exists on moon as it has neither water nor air.
  Asteroids
  l They are numerous tiny bodies which move around the sun between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter.
  l The largest asteroid is the Ceres.
  Meteoroids
  l The small pieces of rocks which move around the sun are called meteoroids.
  l Our solar system is a part of Milky Way galaxy.
  l Milky Way galaxy was named Akash Ganga.
  l There are millions of galaxies that make the Universe.

Flowchart
The Solar System

Sun Eight Planets Satellites
Other Celestial

Bodies

Venus, Earth, Mars,
Mercury, Jupiter,
Uranus, Saturn,

Neptune

Asteroids and
Meteoroids
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Know the Terms
  Full Moon Night  : A night when the moon is visible from the earth as a full sphere is called the Full Moon 

night, and it occurs once a month.
  New Moon Night  :  The fifteenth night after the Full Moon night, when the moon is not visible at all in the 

sky, is called the New Moon night.
  Satellites  :  A celestial body which revolves around a planet in a particular orbit is called a satellite. 

The moon is a satellite of the Earth.
  Celestial Body  :  An object in the universe (but not on the earth) is said to be a celestial body. Examples are 

Sun, Earth, Moon, Stars, etc.
  Star  :  A celestial body that is characterised by being very hot and big, and made of gases is a 

star. A star typically has its own heat and light.
  Inner Planets  :  The Inner Planets are the planets that orbit around the sun between the sun and the 

asteroid belt, that is, are close to the sun. These are: Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars.
  Outer Planets  :  The Outer Planets are the planets that orbit the sun beyond the asteroid belt, that is, are 

very far away from the sun. These are: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.
  Sun :  The Sun is a star that acts as the “head” of the solar system and around which all planets 

revolve. Note that the Sun is not at the centre of the orbit.

qq

Chapter - 2 : Globe— Latitudes and Longitudes

Let’s Revise
	 Globe is a true model of the Earth.
	 A needle is fixed through the globe in a tilted manner, which is called its axis.
	 The imaginary line running on the globe divides it into equal parts. This line is known as the Equator.
	 All parallel circles from the Equator up to the poles are called parallels of latitude. Latitude are measured in 

degree.
	 As we move away from the Equator, the size of the parallels of latitude decreases.
	 The four important parallels of latitude are :
  l Tropic of Cancer (23½°N)
  l Tropic of Capricorn (23½°S)
  l Arctic of Circle (66½°N) 
  l Antarctic Circle (66½°S)
       Heat Zones of the Earth 
	 	l Torrid zone receives, the maximum heat.
	 	l Temperate zone has moderate temperature.
	 	l Frigid zone has cold climate as the sun rays are always slanting.
       Longitudes
	 	l The line of reference running from the North Pole to the South Pole are called Meridians of Longitude. 
	 	l The distance between them are measured in ‘degrees of longitude’.
	 	l All meridians are of equal length.     
	 	l The meridian which passes through Greenwich, where the British Royal Observatory is located is called the 

Prime Meridian.
	 	l The value of Prime Meridian is 0° longitude and from it we count 180° Eastward as well as 180° Westward.
	 	l Prime Meridian divides the earth into two equal halves, the Eastern Hemisphere and the Western Hemisphere.
	 	l 180° East and 180° West meridians are on the same line.
	 	l We can locate any point on the globe if we know its latitude and longitude.
     	Longitude and Time
	 	 As the earth rotates from West to East, those places East of Greenwich will be ahead of Greenwich time and 

those to the West will be behind it.
	 	 The earth rotates 360° in about 24 hours.
	 	 At any place a watch can be adjusted to read 12 o’clock when the Sun is at the highest point in the sky.
    	Standard Time  
	 	 The local time various places are different so it is necessary to adopt the local time of some central meridian of 

a country as the Standard Time.
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	 	 82½°E is treated as the Standard Meridian of India. The local time at this meridian is known as the Indian 

Standard Time (IST). 
	 	 India located East of Greenwich at 82° 30’E, is 5 hours and 30 minutes ahead of GMT.
	 	 Some countries have a great longitudinal extent and so they have adopted more than one standard time.

Flowcharts
Parallels of Latitudes

Tropic of Cancer Tropic of Capricorn Arctic Circle Antarctic Circle

Heat Zones of the Earth

Torrid Zone Temperate Zones Frigid Zones

Know the Terms
  Globe  : Globe is a true model of the Earth in miniature form. It is exactly a true 

representation of the Earth. The latitudes and longitudes on a globe are very 
important in plotting the position the earth’s surface.

	 Local Time  :  Local time is the real time of a place according to its corresponding longitudes. 
	 Grid  : The network of the parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude on the globe 

is known as Grid.
	 Longitudes  :  They are the angular distance and are measured East or West from the Prime 

Meridian at Greenwich. They are North-South lines that encircle the earth and 
are used as references in mapping land. Globe is divided into 360 longitudes.

	 Prime Meridian  : The meridian which passes through Greenwich, where the British Royal 
Observatory is located, is called Prime Meridian. We can count 180° Eastwards 
as well as 180° Westward from it. The value of the Prime Meridian is 0° 
longitude.

	 Longitude and Time  : Longitude and time are closely related to each other. As the earth rotates from 
the West to East, the places East of Greenwich will be ahead of Greenwich time 
and those to the West will be behind it.

	 Standard Time  : There is a difference in the time between different regions of India. Therefore, 
to maintain uniformity in time throughout the country, it is necessary to adopt 
the local time of some central meridian as the standard time. 

	 Standard Meridian in India  :  India has its standard time at 82½º E meridian, which passes through Mirzapur.
	 Frigid Zones  :  Beyond the Arctic Circle in the North and the Antarctic Circle in the South, 

the sun does not rise much above the horizon. Therefore, sunrays are always 
slanting and provide less heat; as a result, this zone is very cold.

	 Parallel of Latitudes  :  All parallel circles from the Equator up to the poles are called parallel of 
latitudes. There are four important parallels of latitudes. 

	 Tropic of Cancer  :  It is at an angular distance of 23½° N from the Equator. On 21st June, the sun is 
directly over the Tropic of Cancer.

	 Tropic of Capricorn : It is at an angular distance of 23° 30’ S from the Equator. On 22nd December, the 
sun is over this latitude.

	 Arctic Circle : It is at a distance of 66½° N from the Equator. On 21st June, this parallel receives 

24 hours daylight.

Arctic Circle

Tropic of Cancer

Equator

Tropic of Capricorn

Antarctic Circle

Frigid

Temperate

Torrid

Torrid

Temperate

Frigid

Zones
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  Antarctic Circle : It is at a distance of 66½° S from the Equator. On 22nd December, this parallel 

receives 24 hours daylight.   
	 Torrid Zone  : This zone spreads across the Equator and is the hottest part of the world. It lies 

between the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn (23½° N). The mid-day 
sun is exactly overhead at least once during a solar year.

	 Temperate Zone  : There are two temperate zones : North Temperate Zone and South Temperate 
Zone.

North Temperate zone

South Temperate zone

TORRID ZONE

FIRGID

FIRGID

qq

Chapter - 3 : Motions of the Earth

Let’s Revise
    Rotation

  Rotation is the movement of the Earth on its axis.
  The axis of the Earth which is an imaginary line, makes an angle of 66½° with its orbital plane. 
  The portion facing the Sun experiences day, while the other half away from the Sun experiences night.
  The circle that divides the day from night on the globe is called the circle of illumination.
  The Earth takes about 24 hrs to complete one rotation around its axis, it is known as earthday.
     Revolution

  The movement of the Earth around the Sun in a fixed path or orbit is called revolution.
  Earth takes 365¼ days to revolve around the Sun.
  Every fourth year, February is of 29 days instead of 28 days. Such a year with 366 days is called a leap year.
  Earth is going around the Sun in an elliptical-orbit
  Seasons change due to change in the position of the Earth around the Sun.
  Summer solstice is the position of the Earth when the Northern Hemisphere has the longest day and the shortest 

night. It occurs on 21st June. In the Southern Hemisphere, it is winter season at this time. The days are short and 
the nights are long.

  Winter Solstice is the position of the earth when Southern Hemisphere has long days and shorter nights. In the 
Northern Hemisphere the days are short and the nights are long. It occurs on 22nd December.

  On 21st March and September 23rd, direct rays of the sun fall on the equator and the whole earth experiences 

equal days and equal nights. This is called an equinox.

Flowcharts

Some Terms Associated with Earth

Circle of
Illumination

Elliptical
Orbit

Summer Solstice,
Winter Solstice

EquinoxOrbital Plane

Motions of the Earth

Rotation Revolution
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Know the Terms
  Rotation  :  Rotation is the movement of the Earth in a circular motion around the axis line.
  Day and night  :  Day and night occur at the Earth’s surface due to its rotation. The angle of tilt, i.e., 66 ½° 

decides whether the North Pole or the South Pole will experience day.
  Impact of Rotation  :  The rotation of the Earth causes a lot of activities on the Earth’s surface. For example, 

day and night, which are demarcated by the circle of illumination, occur due to the 
rotation of the Earth.  

  Impact of Revolution  :  The revolution of the Earth around the Sun makes great changes in the life of the living 
organisms living on its surface. For example, the revolution of the Earth is responsible 
for bringing about changes in the season. 

  Motions of the Earth  :  The movements of the Earth are generally known as Motions of the Earth. Generally, 
the motions of the Earth are divided into two categories:

    (i) Rotation                  (ii) Revolution 
  Circle of Illumination  :  The circle which divides day from night on the globe is called the Circle of Illumination. 
  Elliptical Plane  :  An Elliptical Plane is a plane having an approximately ellipsoidal shape. The motion of 

planets in elliptical plane is predominantly radial.  
  Revolution  :  The movement of the Earth around the sun in a fixed path or orbit is called Revolution. 
  Orbital Plane  :  The orbit of a planet around the Sun is an ellipse, with the Sun in one of the focal points 

of the ellipse. Therefore, the orbit lies in a plane called the Orbital Plane.

North Pole

The vertical line
from the earth's
orbital plane

23½°

66½°

Tropic of Cancer

Equator

Tropic of Cancer

South Pole

Inclination of the Earth’s axis and the orbital plane
  The different seasons, namely, winter, summer, autumn and spring are the result of the revolution of the earth. 

The different positions of the earth such as Summer Solstice, Winter Solstice and Equinoxes are explained as 
follows : 

  (i) Summer Solstice : On 21st June, the Northern Hemisphere is tilted towards the Sun. The rays of the Sun fall 
directly on the Tropic of Cancer. Since a large portion of the Northern Hemisphere is getting light from the 
Sun, it is summer in the Northern Hemisphere. This position of the Earth is called Summer Solstice.

  (ii) Winter Solstice : On 22nd December, the Tropic of Capricorn receives direct rays of the Sun as the South 
Pole tilts towards it. As the sunrays fall vertically at the Tropic of Capricorn (23½° S), a larger portion of the 
Southern Hemisphere gets light. So, it means more heat and hence it is summer in the Southern Hemisphere. 
This position of the Earth is called Winter Solstice.

  (iii) Equinox : On 21st March and September 23rd, the sunrays fall directly on the Equator. At this position, neither 
of the poles is tilted towards the Sun and so, the whole Earth experiences equal days and equal nights. This 
is called an Equinox.

qq

Chapter - 4 : Maps

Let’s Revise
  A globe can be useful when we want to study the Earth as a whole.
  A map is a representation or a drawing of the Earth’s surface or a part of it drawn  on a flat surface according to a 

scale.     
  When many maps are put together we get an Atlas.
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  Physical maps show natural features of the Earth.
  Political maps show different boundaries of different countries and states.
  Thematic maps focus on specific information.
  There are three components of maps—distance, direction and symbol.
     Distance
  Scale is the ratio between the actual distance on the ground and the distance shown on the map.
  If you know the scale, you will be able to calculate the distance between any two places on a map.
  When large areas like continents or countries are to be shown on a paper, then we use a small scale map.
  When a small area like your village or town is to be shown on paper, then we use a large scale map.
  Large scale maps give more information than small scale maps.
     Direction
  There are four major directions, North, South, East and West. They are called cardinal points.
  We can locate any places more accurately with the help of intermediate directions like :
  (a) North-East (NE)
  (b) South-East (SE)
  (c) South- West (SW)
  (d) North- West (NW) 
  We can find out the direction of a place with the help of a magnetic compass.
     Symbols
  The conventional symbols give a lot of information in a limited space.
  Blue colour is used for showing water bodies, brown for mountains, yellow for plateau and green is used for 

plains.
     Sketch
  A sketch is a drawing mainly based on memory and spot observation and not to scale.
  A rough drawing is drawn without scale is called a sketch map.
     Plan
  A plan is a drawing of a small area on a large scale.
  There are certain things which we may sometimes want to know, for example, the length and breadth of a room.

Flowcharts
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Know the Terms
	 Political Maps : Maps showing cities, towns, villages as well as different countries and states of the world along 

with their boundaries are called Political Maps.
  Maps : A plane representation of the Earth’s surface or a part of it drawn on a flat surface according to a scale is 

called map. Maps are of different types and each type indicates different things. Many maps put together make 
an Atlas.

  Component of Maps : The three main components of maps are:
  (a) Distance           (b) Direction   (c) Symbols 
  Sketch : A sketch is a drawing mainly based on memory and spot observation. Sketches are of great help when a 

rough drawing of an area is required to tell where a particular place is located with respect to other places in an 
area.

  Symbols : Maps can be easily drawn with the help of symbols like colours, letters, shades, pictures, etc. Symbols 
represent different features like buildings, roads, bridges, trees, railway lines, temples, etc. and also, they make it 
easier to read the maps. 
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  Thematic Maps : The maps which focus on a specific information such as road, rainfall, distribution of forests, 

industries, etc. are known as Thematic Maps.
	 Plan : A plan is a drawing of a small area on a large scale. There are certain things, which cannot be shown in a 

map, for example, the length and the breadth of a room. In such cases, we can refer to plans.
	 Physical Maps : Maps showing natural features like mountains, valleys, plateaus, plains, oceans, etc. are called 

Physical Maps or Relief Maps.
	 Distance : To fit the entire world on a sheet of paper, the distance has to be reduced to a scale, so that a smaller 

distance on a paper represents a larger distance on the ground.
	 Scale : Scale is the ratio between the actual distance on the ground and the distance shown on the map. When the 

larger areas such as continents or countries are to be shown on a sheet of paper, then a small-scale map is used. 
On the other hand, when the smaller areas such as villages or towns are to be shown on a sheet of paper, then a 
large-scale map is used.

		Direction : The four main directions—North, South, East and West are also called cardinal points. The arrow 
marked with ‘N’ on a map shows the North direction. 

		The four intermediate directions are North-East (NE), South-East (SE), South-West (SW) and North-West (NW).

NW
N

NE

W E

SW
SE

S

		Maps can be easily drawn with the help of symbols like colours, letters, shades, pictures, etc. The symbols 
represent different features like buildings, roads, bridges, trees, railway lines, temples, etc. and also make it easier 
to read the maps.

Railway Line : Broad gauge, Metre gauge,

Railway station

Roads : Metalled, Unmetalled

Boundary : International, State, District,

River, well, Tank, Canal, Bridge,

Temple, Church, Mosque, Chhatri

Settlement, Graveyard

Trees, Grass

Post Office, Post & Telegraph Office, Police Station,
PO, PTO, PS

RS, ,

,

,,

, , ,

,

,
 

		To make the language used in the maps understandable for all, there is an international agreement on the use of 
symbols in map. These symbols are referred to as Conventional Symbols. For the same reason, different colours 
indicating the same thing are used in maps, for, e.g., blue for water bodies and brown for mountains. 

qq

Chapter - 5 : Major Domains of the Earth

Let’s Revise
  There are three main components of the environment - Lithosphere, Atmosphere and Hydrosphere.
  The solid portion of the Earth on which we live is called the Lithosphere.
  The gaseous layer that surrounds the Earth is the Atmosphere.
  The area covered by water is called the Hydrosphere.
  The zone which contains all forms of life is called Biosphere.
     Lithosphere
  It comprises the rocks of the earth’s crust and the thin layers of soil.
  There are two main divisions of the earth’s surface.
  The large landmasses are known as the continents.
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  The huge water bodies are called the ocean basins.
  Elevation of land is measured from the level of the sea, which is taken as zero.
  The highest mountain peak Mt. Everest is 8,848 metres above the sea level.
  The greatest depth of 11,022 metres has been recorded at Mariana Trench in the Pacific Ocean.
     Continents
  There are seven major continents.
  The greater part of the land mass lies in the Northern Hemisphere.
  Asia is the largest continent.
  The combined landmass of Europe and Asia is called the Eurasia.
  Europe is much smaller than Asia.
  Africa is second largest continent. It is the only continent through which the Tropic of Cancer, the Equator and the 

Tropic of Capricorn pass.
  The world’s largest hot desert is the Sahara Desert.
  The world’s longest river is the Nile.
  North America is the third largest continent of the world.
  South America and North America are linked by a very narrow strip of land called the Isthmus of Panama.
  The world’s longest mountain range is the Andes.
  The Amazon is the world’s largest river. 
  Australia is the smallest continent. It is also called an island continent.
  Antarctica is permanently covered with thick ice sheets.
  India has research station named as Maitri and Dakshin Gangotri at Antarctica.
     Hydrosphere 
  More than 71 % percent of the Earth is covered with water therefore the Earth is called the blue planet.
  More than 97% of the Earth’s water is found in the oceans.
    Oceans 
  The four major oceans are the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean and the Arctic Ocean.
  The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean.
  The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest ocean.
  The Indian Ocean is the only ocean named after a country, that is India.
  The Arctic Ocean is located within the Arctic Circle.
     Atmosphere 
  Atmosphere protects us from the harmful effects of sun’s rays.
  The atmosphere extends up to a height of about 1,600 kilometres.
  The atmosphere is divided into five layers—the troposphere, the stratosphere, the mesosphere, the thermosphere 

and the exosphere.
  The atmosphere is composed mainly of nitrogen and oxygen.
  Air moves from high pressure to low pressure. Moving air is known as wind.
     Biosphere - The Domain of Life
  The biosphere is the narrow zone of contact between the land, water and air.
  All the living organisms including humans are linked to each other and to the biosphere for survival.
  The organisms in the biosphere may broadly be divided into the plant kingdom and the animal kingdom.

  Increase in the amount of CO2 leads to increase in global temperature. This is termed as global warming.

Flowcharts
Continents

Asia Europe Africa North
America

South
America Australia Antarctica

Major Oceans

Pacific Ocean Atlantic Ocean Indian Ocean Arctic Ocean



24 ]  Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise Quick Review, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class-VI

Know the Terms
  Layers of Atmosphere  : The atmosphere is divided into five layers based on composition, temperature and 

other properties.

  Biosphere  : The biosphere is the narrow zone of contact between land, water and air.

  Lithosphere  : The solid portion of the Earth is called lithosphere. It comprises of the rocks of the earth’s 
crust and thin layers of soil.

  Atmosphere  : In Greek language, ‘atmos’ means ‘vapour’. The Earth is surrounded by a layer of gas called 
atmosphere, which extends upto a height of 1,600 kilometres. It provides us with the air we 
breathe and protects us from the harmful sunrays. 

  Oceans  : Oceans are the major part of hydrosphere. The ocean water is always moving. The three 

movements of ocean water are waves, tides and ocean currents. The four major oceans are 

the Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean and Arctic Ocean.

  Composition  : The atmosphere is composed mainly of nitrogen and oxygen, which makes up about 99% of 
the clean and dry air. Nitrogen 78%, oxygen 21% and other gases like carbon dioxide, argon 
and others comprise 1% by volume. 

  Continents  : The large continuous masses of land above the earth’s surface are called continents. The 
major continents of the Earth are—Asia, Europe, North America, South America, Africa, 
Australia and Antarctica.

  Asia  : Asia is the largest continent in the world. It covers about one third of the total land area 
of the Earth. It lies in the Eastern Hemisphere.  The Tropic of Cancer passes through this 
continent.

  Europe  : Europe is much smaller than Asia. The continent lies to the West of Asia. The Arctic Circle 
passes through it. It is bounded by water bodies on three sides.

  North America : It is the third largest continent of the world. It is linked to South America by a very narrow 
strip of land called the Isthmus of Panama. The continent lies completely in the Northern 
and Western Hemisphere. Three oceans surround this continent.

  South America  : South America lies mostly in the Southern Hemisphere. The Andes, the world’s longest 
mountain range runs through its length from North to South. The world’s largest River 
Amazon lies in South America. 

  Africa  : Africa is the second largest continent after Asia. The Equator runs almost through the middle 
of the continent. The Sahara Desert, the world’s largest hot desert is located in Africa. This 
continent is bound on all sides by oceans and seas. 

  Australia  : Australia is the smallest continent that lies entirely in the Southern Hemisphere. It is 
surrounded on all sides by oceans and seas and is called an Island Continent. 

  Antarctica : Antarctica lies completely in the Southern Hemisphere and is larger than the combined area 
of Europe and Australia. As it is located in the South Polar Region, it is permanently covered 
with thick ice sheets. 

  Pacific Ocean : The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean in the world. It is spread over one-third of the Earth. 
Mariana Trench, the deepest part of the earth lies under the Pacific Ocean. The Pacific Ocean 
is circular in shape.  Asia, Australia, North America and South America surround this ocean. 

  Atlantic Ocean : The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest ocean in the world.  It is ‘S’ shaped and is flanked 
by North America and South America on the western side and Europe and Africa on the 
Eastern side. 

  Indian Ocean : The Indian Ocean is the only ocean named after a country, i.e., India. The shape of the ocean 
is almost triangular. In the North, it is bounded by Asia, in the West by Africa and in the East 
by Australia.

  The Arctic Ocean : The Arctic Ocean is located within the Arctic Circle and surrounds the North Pole. It is 
connected with the Pacific Ocean by a narrow stretch of shallow water known as the Bering 
Strait. It is bounded by the northern coasts of North America and Eurasia. 

  Strait : A strait is a narrow passage of water connecting two large water bodies like seas and oceans. 
For example, the Strait between India and Sri Lanka is known as the Palk Strait.

qq
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Chapter - 6 : Major Landforms

Let’s Revise
  The internal process leads to the upliftment and sinking of the earth’s surface at several places.

  The external process is the continuous wearing down and rebuilding of the land surface.

  The wearing away of the earth’s surface is called erosion.

  There are different landforms depending on elevation and slope as mountains, plateaus and plains.

     Mountains

  A mountain is any natural elevation of the earth surface.

  There are permanently frozen rivers of ice. They are called glaciers.

  Mountains may be arranged in a line known as range.

  The Himalaya, the Alps and the Andes are mountain ranges.

  There are three types of mountains—Fold Mountains, Block Mountains and the Volcanic Mountains.

  The Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold mountains.
  The Aravali range in India is one of the oldest fold mountain systems.
  Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically.
  Volcanic mountains are formed due to volcanic activity, e.g. Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa.
  Water from the mountains is also used for irrigation and generation of electricity.
     Plateaus
  A plateau is an elevated flat land.
  The Deccan plateau in India is one of the oldest plateaus.
  The Tibet plateau is the highest plateau in the world.
  The African plateau is famous for gold and diamond mining.
  The lava plateaus are rich in black soil that are fertile and good for cultivation.
     Plains  
  Plains are large stretches of flat land.
  Most of the plains are formed by rivers and their tributaries.
  In India, the Indo-Gangetic plains are the most densely populated region of the country.
     Landforms and the People
  Humans have been living on different kinds of landforms in different ways. 
  Sometimes, natural calamities such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, storms and floods cause widespread 

destruction.

Flowchart
Major Landforms on Earth

Mountains Plateaus Plains

1. Fold Mountains,
2. Block Mountains,
3. Volcanic Mountains

Know the Terms
  Mountains  :  Mountain is any natural elevation of the Earth’s surface. Mountains may have a 

small summit and a broad base. There are three types of mountains :
    (i) Fold Mountains           (ii) Block Mountains       (iii) Volcanic Mountains
  Glaciers  :  The permanently frozen rivers of ice in the mountains are known as Glaciers.
  Fold Mountains  :  These mountains are formed by the crust which has been uplifted and folded by 

compressional forces. For example, Himalayas in Asia, the Appalachians in North 
America and the Ural Mountains in Russia.
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  Block Mountains  :  These are steep-sided mountains which are formed when large areas are broken 

and displaced vertically. For example, the Rhine Valley and Vosges Mountain in 
Europe.

  Volcanic Mountains  :  These mountains are formed due to the deposition and solidification of volcanic 
lava. For example, Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa and Mt. Fujiyama in Japan. These 
mountains are a storehouse of biodiversity and provide sufficient water for 
domestic and irrigational purposes.

  Horst  :  The uplifted block between two normal faults is known as Horst. 
  Graben  :  The lowered block between two normal faults is known as Graben.
  Plateau  :  It is a flat-topped tableland that stands above the surrounding areas. It is also 

known as High Plateau or Tableland. For example, for Deccan Plateau in India, the 
East African Plateau in Kenya and the Western Plateau of Australia. Plateaus are 
rich in mineral deposits. 

  Plains  :  Plains are large areas of land with relatively low relief. They are the most densely 
populated regions of the world. For example, the Ganga and Brahmaputra plains. 
They are the most useful areas for human habitation.

  Landforms and People  :  Human beings have been living on different kinds of landforms in different ways. 
Life is difficult in mountainous areas as compared to the plains. It is easier to grow 
crops and build a house or a road on a plain than on a mountain. 

  Landforms  :  The surface of the Earth is not the same everywhere. Some parts of lithosphere may 
be rugged and some may be flat. Landforms are the natural features of the Earth’s 
surface. Valleys, mountains, plains and hills are examples of landforms.

  Formation of Landforms  :  Landforms are shaped by two processes which take place on the Earth’s crust. 
These processes include : 

    (i) Internal Process          (ii) External Process
  Formation of Plains  :  The rivers form plains by eroding the slopes of mountains and carrying forward the 

eroded materials. The eroded materials, consisting of stones and sand is deposited 
along the course of rivers as well as in valleys, forming the fertile plains.

 qq

Chapter - 7 : Our Country - India

Let’s Revise
  India in the North is bounded by the Himalayas, the Arabian sea in the West, the Bay of Bengal in the East and 

the Indian Ocean in the South.

  India has an area of about 3.28 million sq. Km.

  The North South extent from Kashmir to Kanyakumari is about 3,200 km. Thus, west extent from Arunachal 
Pradesh to Kuchchh is about 2900 km.

     Locational Setting 

  The Tropic of Cancer (23°30’ N) passes almost halfway through the country.

  From South to North. India extends between 8°4’ N and 37°6’ N latitudes.

  From West to East, India extends between 68°7’ E and 97°25’ E longitudes.

  The local time changes by four minutes for every one degree of longitude.

  The local time of longitude of 82°30’ E has been taken as the Indian Standard Time.

     India’s Neighbours

  There are seven countries that share land boundaries with India.

  The seven countries are Afganistan, Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan. Myanmar and Bangladesh.

  Island neighbours are Sri Lanka and Maldives.

  Sri Lanka is separated from India by the Palk Strait.

     Political and Administrative Divisions

  India is divided into 29 states and 7 union territories.

  Delhi is the national capital.

  Rajasthan is the largest state and Goa is the smallest state in terms of area.
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    Physical Divisions
  Himalayas in the North are divided into three main parallel ranges.
  The three main parallel ranges are Great Himalaya or Himadri, Middle Himalaya or Himachal and Shiwalik.
  The Northern Indian plains lie to the South of the Himalayas.
  In the Western part of India lies the Great Indian desert.
  To the South of Northern plains lies the peninsular plateau.
  Aravali hills is one of the oldest ranges of the world. 
  The Western Ghats or Sahyadris border the plateau in the West and the Eastern Ghats provide the Eastern 

boundary.
  To the West of the Western Ghats and the East of Eastern Ghats lie the coastal plains.
  The rivers Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri drain into the Bay of Bengal.
  The Sunderban delta is formed where the Ganga and Brahmaputra flow into the Bay of Bengal.
  Lakshadweep Islands are located in the Arabian Sea.
  The Andaman and the Nicobar Islands lie to the South-East of the Indian mainland.

Flowcharts
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Know the Terms
	 Peninsula  : Peninsula is a piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides, but is still attached 

to the mainland.
	 Tributary  : A river or stream that contributes its water to a main river by discharging it into the main 

river from either side is known as a Tributary.
	 Delta  : It is a triangular area of land formed at the mouth of a river. The Ganga and the Brahmaputra 

together form the world’s largest delta called the Sunderban Delta.
	 Coral Islands  : Corals are the skeletons of tiny marine animals called Polyps. When other polyps grow and 

die on top of corals, then its height increases and coral islands are formed. Lakshadweep 
islands are an example of coral islands.

	 Alluvial Deposits  :  It refers to the very fine soil, brought by rivers and deposited in the river basins.

qq

Chapter - 8 : India— Climate and Vegetation

Let’s Revise
  The weather is about day to day changes in the atmosphere.
  The major seasons in India are :
  (a) Cold weather season
  (b) Hot weather season
  (c) South-West Monsoon season
  (d) Season of Retreating monsoon
    Cold Weather Season or Winter
  During the winter season, cool, dry winds blow from North to the South.
  The sunrays do not fall directly in the region.



28 ]  Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise Quick Review, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class-VI
     Hot Weather Season or Summer
  The sunrays more or less directly fall in this region.
  Hot and dry winds are called loo. 
     South West Monsoon Season or Rainy Season
  The winds blow from Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal toward the land.
     Season of Retreating Monsoon or Autumn
  Winds move back from the mainland to the Bay of Bengal.
  Most of the rain is brought by monsoon winds.
  The climate of a place is affected by its location, altitude, distance from the sea and relief.
  Mawsynram in Meghalaya receives the world’s highest rainfall.
     Natural Vegetation
  The grasses, shrubs and trees, which grow on their own without interference or help from human beings are 

called natural vegetation.
  Vegetation of India can be divided into five types—(a) Tropical evergreen forest (b) Tropical deciduous forest  

(c) Thorny bushes (d) Mountain vegetation (e) Mangrove forests.
     Tropical Rain Forest
  They are found in the areas which receive heavy rainfall.
  Many species of trees are found in this forest, they shed their leaves at different times of the year. They are called 

evergreen forests.
  Important trees are mahogany, ebony and rosewood.
     Tropical Deciduous Forest
  They are also called monsoon forest.
  Trees of these forest shed their leaves at a particular time of the year.
  Important trees are sal, teak, peepal, neem and shisham.
     Thorny Bushes
  They are found in dry areas of the country.
  The leaves are in the form of spines to reduce the loss of water.
  Important trees are cactus, kaner, babool, keekar, etc.
     Mountain Vegetation 
  At a height between 1500 metres and 2500 metres, most of the trees are conical in shape. These trees are called 

coniferous trees.
  Important trees are chir, pine and deodar.
    Mangrove Forests
  These forests can survive in saline water.
  Sundari is a well known species of trees.
    Why are Forests Necessary?
  Plants release oxygen that we breathe and adsorb carbon dioxide.-
  They control soil erosion.
  Forests provide us with timber for furniture, fuel wood, medicinal plants, etc.
  Forests are the natural habitat of wild life.
  Special programmes like Van Mahotsav involve more people in making our earth green. 
     Wild Life
  The tiger is our national animal. 
  Gir forest in Gujarat at the home of Asiatic lions.
  The peacock is our national bird.
  The government has also started Project Tiger and Project Elephant to protect these animals.
  Elephants and one-horned Rhinoceroses are found in the forest of Assam.

  Camels and wild asses are found in the Great Indian Desert and the Rann of Kuchchh.
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Know the Terms
	 Forests  : They are necessary as they provide us with many things like timber, fuel 

wood, herbs, lac etc.
  Weather  : It refers to the day-to-day change in the atmospheric conditions.
  Climate  : It refers to the average weather conditions in an area determined over a 

period of years.
  Monsoon  : It is period of heavy rainfall, especially during the summers over South and 

Southeast Asia. ‘Monsoon’ word has been derived from the Arabic word 
‘mausim’, meaning ‘season’.

  Tropical Rain Forest  : A type of rain forest that exists in tropical regions where precipitation is 
heavy and trees don’t shed their leaves in a particular season.

  Deciduous Forest  : Forests where trees shed their leaves at a particular time of the year, mainly 
during the dry season are termed as deciduous forests.

  Cold  : Starts from the month of December and continues till the month of February. 
The sunrays do not fall directly in the region, for which, the temperature is 
quite low.

  Hot Weather Season (Summer)  :  More or less, sunrays directly fall in the region; as a result of which 
temperature becomes very high. Hot and dry winds called loo blow during 
the day time.

  Rainy Season  :  It is marked by the onset and advance of monsoon. The winds blow from the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal towards the land. They carry moisture 
with them. When these winds strike the mountain barriers, rainfall occurs.

  Autumn Season  : In Autumn winds move back from the mainland to the Bay of Bengal. 
This is the season of the retreating monsoons. The southern parts of India, 
particularly Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh receive rainfall in this season.

  Climate Affected  : The climate of a place is affected by its location, altitude, as well as distance 
from the sea.

  Wild-life  : The tiger is our national animal. It is found in various parts of the country. 
Asiatic lion of Gir and one-horned rhinoceroses in the forests of Assam are 
critically endangered. Elephants are also found in Kerala and Karnataka. 
Camels and wild asses are found in the Great Indian Desert and the Rann of 
Kuchchh. Wild goats, snow leopards, bears, etc. are found in the Himalayan 
region. Besides these, many other animals found in our country are langoors, 
clouded leopard, wolf, jackal, etc.

  Thorny Bushes  : This type of vegetation is found in the dry areas. Their leaves are in the form 
of spines which reduce the loss of water, for e.g., cactus, khair, babool, and 
keekar. These are found in the states of Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Eastern 
slopes of the Western Ghats and Gujarat. 

  Mountain Vegetation  : With the increase in height, the temperature falls. At a height between 
1500 metres to 2500 metres, most of the trees are conical in shape on the 
mountains. These trees are called coniferous trees. Chir, pine and deodar are 
some of the important trees of these forests. 

  Mangrove Forests  : These forests can survive in saline water. Mangrove forests are found mainly 
Sunderbans in West Bengal and in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
Sundari is a well-known species of trees in mangrove forests after which 
Sunderbans have been named.

 qq
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Part - III : Civics
Social & Political Life - I 

Chapter - 1 : Understanding Diversity

Let’s Revise
  Diversity in India : India is a country of vast diversity. People speak different languages, celebrate different 

festivals and eat various types of food. Diversity is a reality created by individuals and groups from a broad 
spectrum of demographic and philosophical differences.

	 Factors Influencing Diversity : Historical and geographical factors are the two factors that influence the diversity 
of a region. Life of people near the sea is different from the people in a mountainous area.

	 Ladakh : Ladakh is a land with awesome physical features and is set in an enormous and spectacular environment. 
It is surrounded by the world’s mightiest mountain ranges, the Karakoram in the North and the Great Himalayas 
in the South.

	 Physical Differences in Ladakh : People are different from the rest of India. The faces and physique of the people 
of Ladakh resemble those of Tibet and Central Asia than of India. The original population may have been the 
Dards, an Indo-Aryan race.

	 Agriculture : Ladakh, being a cold desert with barren landscape and very limited sources of water, has still been 
a home for thriving culture for more than thousands of years. Very little agriculture is possible as this region 
receives less rain.

	 Occupation : Each family in Ladakh owns goats, cows and dzos (Yak-cows). The herds follow the mountain paths 
and return in the evening to their villages. Yak-cheese is produced in this region.

	 Food : Rice is the staple food of Kashmir. The people also relish meat, cooked in delicious varieties. They also 
consume milk products like cheese and butter.

	 Religion : Ladakh is known as the land of the Lamas and the Buddhists of Ladakh prefer to call their religion 
‘Lamaism’, which is the same as Mahayana form of Buddhism. Dalai Lama of Tibet is their chief spiritual head.

	 Historical Background : Ladakh is recognized as the best trade route between Punjab and Central Asia. For 
centuries, caravans carried textiles, spices, raw silk and carpets.

	 Kerala : Kerala is located in the South-Western part of India. It is surrounded by sea on one side and hills on the 
other.

	 Unity in Diversity : India is a land of different religions and communities. There is a great diversity in our habits 
and customs and yet we all live together as Indians. “Unity in Diversity” has been the distinctive feature of our 
country.

	 Profession : Occupations such as law, medicine or engineering that require considerable training and specialised 
study are the main professions.

Flowchart
Diversity in India

People speak
different languages

They eat different
types of food

They celebrate
various festivals

They practise
different religion

Know the Terms
  Diversity  :   A range of different people things or ideas.

  Incredible  :  Unbelievable.

  Inequality  :  Not equal.

  Symbol  :  Someone or something that represents a particular quality or idea.

 qq
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Chapter - 2 : Diversity and Discrimination

Let’s Revise
   Difference and Prejudice : Differences can only be stated on the basis of a comparison or categorization. Whereas, 

prejudice is an unfavourable opinion or feeling, formed beforehand or without knowledge, thought, or reason.
	 Stereotypes : A “stereotype” is a generalisation about a person or group of persons. We resort to prejudice by 

ascribing characteristics to a person based on a stereotype, without the knowledge of complete facts. 
	  It reduces an individual to a rigid image and does not consider the fact that human beings are complex and 

multidimensional with unique attributes. Stereotypes suggest that people or groups of people are the same, 
although they are quite different.

	 Caste : A system of rigid social stratification characterised by hereditary status, endogamy and social barriers 
sanctioned by customs, law and religion.

  It refers to any of the hereditary social classes or subclasses of traditional Hindu society, stratified according to 
Hindu ritual purity, namely, the Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra castes.

	 Mahars : The Mahars are an important social group within the Indian state of Maharashtra and its surrounding 
states. A group of related endogamous castes, the Mahars are the largest Scheduled Caste group in Maharashtra.

	 Diversity : The concept of diversity encompasses acceptance and respect. It means understanding that each 
individual is unique, and recognizing our  individual differences.  These can be along the dimensions of race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, age, physical abilities, religious beliefs, political 
beliefs, or other ideologies.

	 Constitution : The fundamental law, written or unwritten, that establishes the character of a government by 
defining the basic principles to which society must conform. 

Flowchart
Types of Discrimination

Prejudice Stereotype Inequality

Refers to judge other
people negatively or
see them as inferior.

Fixing people into
an image

Stopping people from
taking part in several

activities and
discrimination on

the basis of economic
and social background.

Know the Terms
  Prejudice  :  An unreasonable dislike and distrust.
  Stereotype  : Fixing an image, belief or idea.
  Discrimination  : The practice of treating one person in an unfair way.
  Striving : Great effort to achieve something.
  Superstition  : A belief that some objects or actions are lucky or unlucky.

  Secular  : Not controlled by any religion.

qq

Chapter - 3 : What is Government ?

Let’s Revise
	 Government : Government is “the organisation, that is the governing authority of a political unit”, “the ruling 

power in a political society” and the apparatus through which a governing body functions and exercises 
authority”.

  Levels of Government : India is a representative democracy where people are eligible to vote, elect representatives 
and participate in the decisions making process. The government works at different levels: national, state and 
local level.
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  National Level : It refers to the area of the government which is concerned with national issues such as taxation, 

defence, international relations and trade.

  State Level : Each of the State Governments has its own police force, education system and road laws.

  Local Level : The local governments are known as Panchayats in rural areas and Municipal Corporations, 
Municipalities and Nagar Panchayats in urban areas.

  Laws and the Government : A rule of conduct established and enforced by the authority, legislation or custom 
of a given community, state or nation is called law. It is both the responsibility of the government and citizens to 
uphold the integrity of laws. 

  Types of Government : Governments can be classified into several types. Some of the most common types of 
governments are: democracy, monarchy, etc.

  Democracy : It is a form of government run by elected representatives who hold the decision making power. The 
word ‘democracy’ originates from the Greek words ‘demos’ and ‘krotos’, meaning “rule of the people.” It can be 
classified into direct and indirect democracy.

  Monarchy : A monarchy refers to the rule by a king or queen. Sometimes, a king is called an “emperor”. It is a 
government with a hereditary head of the state. It can be classified into two type, i.e., absolute and constitutional 
monarchy.

  Representative Democracy : The type of democracy in which the citizens delegate authority to their elected 
representatives.

  Women’s Suffrage : A Movement started in the early 20th century vigorously for many years, demanding equality 
with men and the right to vote.

  Franchise : A privilege or right officially granted to a person or a group by a government, especially the 
constitutional or statutory right to vote.

Flowcharts
Levels of Government

Local Level State Level National Level

Types of Government

Democracy Monarchy

Know the Terms
  Monarchy  : A type of government in which the king or queen rules the people.
	 Democracy  :  A type of government in which people elect their representatives. 
 	Enforce  :  Order to follow.
	 Eventful  :  Memorable. 
	  Adult franchise :  Permission for adults to vote.
		Suffrage  :  Right to vote.

qq

Chapter - 4 : Key Elements of the Government 

Let’s Revise
	 Role of the People : The people play an important role in the proper functioning of a democratic government, 

which includes elections as well as the working and decision-making responsibility of the government.
  Election : In a democracy, people cast their vote to elect their representatives, who take decisions on behalf of the 

people. The government is elected for a period of five years in India. 
  Working of the Government : In a democratic country, people have the right to participate in the decision-

making process of the government. If the government increases the price of fuel and other commodities, people 
can express their views through social movements.
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  Social Movements : People express their views in many ways like dharnas, strikes, rallies and signature campaigns, 

e.g., Activists of the Bhartiya Kisan Union staged a demonstration at the Mini Secretariat to protest against the 
power shortage during the paddy transplantation season.

  Recognition to Minority : The democratic character of the government of a country would be stronger if the 
minority people(Dalits, Adivasis, Women) participate in the process of the government. The minority communities 
and adivasis participated in the working of the government by demanding the inclusion of Santhali language in 
the Constitution of India.

  Need to Resolve the Conflict : Conflicts occur  when people of different religions, cultures or economic 
backgrounds do not get along with each other. People use violent measures to settle their differences. The 
government helps the people in resolving these conflicts.

  Role of the Government : Suppose, if a religious procession and celebrations lead to conflicts, the government, 
particularly the police play an important role in getting  the representatives of the concerned community to meet 
and try to arrive at a solution.

  Equality and Justice : The key idea of a democratic government is its commitment to equality and justice. The 
minority communities were denied of many facilities. Dr. Ambedkar realised that such practices must not continue 
and justice can be achieved only if people are treated equally.

Flowchart
Key Elements of a Democratic Government
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Know the Terms
  Apartheid  : Separation on the basis of race.

  Mingle : Intermixing of things. 

 	Conflict : A state of disagreement or argument between people group or countries.

  Religious  : Pertaining or relation to religion, faith. 

 	Unsociability  :  A feeling of people belonging to the lowest social group, not to touch them.

  Violate  :  To break  or ignore any rule or law. 

 	Equipped  :  Provided a person or place with the thing that are needed for a particular kind of activity or work.

qq

Chapter - 5 : Panchayati Raj

Let’s Revise
	 Gram Sabha : It is a body consisting of persons registered in the electoral rolls at the village level within the area 

of the Panchayat. The presiding officer of the Panchayat is known as the Sarpanch, and the Pradhan a Mukhiya. 
  Recommendations of the Gram Sabha are binding on the Gram Panchayat.
  The key roles entrusted to the Gram Sabha are micro planning, social audit of Panchayat functioning, ratification of 

Panchayat accounts, balance sheets, identification and approval of beneficiaries, and supervisory and regulatory 
functions.

  The institution of the Gram Sabha is very important as it gives an opportunity to each and every voter of the 
Gram Panchayat at the local level to take part in the decision-making process of the decentralised governance as 
well as in  planning and development. 

  Gram Panchayat : It is the executive wing of the Gram Sabha.
      Functions of Gram Panchayat :
	 	l	It implements the developmental programmes for all villages those come under its zone.
  l It looks after the construction and maintenance of water sources, roads, drainage system school buildings and 
   other common property resources.
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  l	It levies and collects taxes.
  l Executes government schemes related to the generation of employment in villages. 
       Sources of Funds for Gram Panchayat :
  l	Collection of taxes on houses, market places, etc.
  l	State Government funds.
  l	Donations.
  l Panchayat Samiti : It is an executive body. The work of the Gram Panchayat has to be approved by the Gram  

 Sabha. The Gram Panchayat is answerable to the Gram Sabha. 

Flowchart
Three Levels of Panchayat

Gram Panchayat Panchayat Samiti Zila Parishad

Know the Terms
  Gram Sabha : A meeting of all adults who live in the area covered by a Panchayat.	
	 Gram Panchayat : An elected body having Panchs and Sarpanch.
 	Panchayat Samiti : A body constituting many Gram Panchayats.
	 Zila Panchayat  : It makes development plans at  the district level.
	 Constitution  : Written composition of laws for guiding a Sovereign State.

qq

Chapter - 6 : Rural Administration

Let’s Revise
	 Quarrel in the Village : Mohan noticed that Raghu had shifted the bund but Raghu refused to accept and instead 

he beats Mohan. Mohan’s neighbours helped him and he was provided first aid.

  Gram Sabha : The Panchayati Raj, through the Gram Sabha, can solve land dispute problems, instead of taking 
the issues to the police station.

  Work at the Police Station : In the police station, Mohan met the Station House Officer and said that he wanted 
to give the complain in writing. At first, the S.H.O. refused, but later, he agreed that he would register the case. 
The S.H.O promised that he would send a constable to investigate the incidence.

  Patwari’s Duties : They include conducting land surveys, field supervision and reporting crime to the police. 
The role of the Patwari is important in investigation. The record of the Patwari helps the police to find out which 
person has extended his bund from the original boundary.

  Revenue Department : Keeping track of all these is the work of the revenue department. Senior people in this 
department supervise the Patwari’s work.

  Local Administration : All the States of India are divided into districts. For managing matters relating to land, 
these districts are further sub-divided. These sub-divisions of a district are known by different names such as 
Tehsil, Taluka, etc.

  At the head is the District Collector and under him are the Revenue Officers, also known as the Tehsildars. 
Tehsildars have to hear disputes and supervise the work of the Patwari and ensure that records are properly kept 
and land revenue is collected. They make sure that farmers get a copy of their land records. Students can obtain 
their caste certificates, etc from them as well.

  A New Law : The Hindu Succession Amendment Act (2005) came into force from September 2005. The Government 
of India has issued notification to this effect.

  Hindu Succession Amendment Act (2005) : This Act has been passed to remove gender discriminatory provisions 
in the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 and gives the following rights to daughters under Section 6:
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	 	l The daughter of coparcener (joint heir) by birth becomes a coparcener by right in the same manner as the son.  

 The daughter has the same rights in the coparcener property as she would have had if she had been a son. In  
 the new law, sons, daughters and their mothers can get an equal share of the land.

  Tehsildar : Tehsildar is a revenue administrative officer incharge of obtaining taxation from a Tehsil. A Tehsildar 
is also called Patwari. 

  Survey : The act of looking, seeing or observing. 

  Record : Anything that is written down and preserved as evidence, e.g., Land records in villages maintained by 
Patwari. 

  Investigation : A careful search or examination; systematic inquiry.

  Dispute : Dispute is a quarrel or a debate.

Flowchart
Officials of Revenue Department
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Know the Terms
  Commotion : A sudden noisy activity.

  Brushed Aside : Refused to listen to some one.

  Bother : Worry.

  Rescue : To save something or someone from a situation of danger or harm.

  Insist : To say firmly and often that something is true.

  Patwari : A person who measures land and maintains land records in villages.  

  Update : To add the most recent information to something.

  District Collector : A person appointed by the government to look after all the important matters related to 
district.

  Dowry : Property or money that a woman gives to her husband at the time of marriage.

  Inherited : Received money, property, etc, from someone after his/her death.

  Argument : Debate.

  Injury : Damage.

  Information : Knowledge.

  Territories : Lands of a particular type. qq

Chapter - 7 : Urban Administration

Let’s Revise
		Ward Councillor :
  l The Ward Councillors are responsible for the construction of hospitals.
  l They are elected by the people living in that ward/area.
  l Groups of Councillors make decisions on policy-making. 
  l Committees of Ward Councillors look after water, garbage collection and street lighting.
  Duties of the Ward Councillors :
  l Ward Councillors make the budget. 
  l They look into the demands of their respective Wards.
  l They assign the task of implementation to the administrative staff.
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  Administrative Staff : 

  l Ward people can approach Ward Councillors regarding their problems, within a Ward. Members of the  
 Councillor Committees decide on various issues.

  l Commissioner and the administrative staff implement the issues.

  l Commissioner and administrative staff are appointed people.

  l Ward Councillors are elected.

  Municipal Council : 

  l It is an Administrative Department in the cities.

  l It supervises the Division of work in different departments. 

  l It includes the Departments of water, garbage collection, construction of roads, sanitation, etc.

  Municipal Corporation :

  l Takes care of street lights, garbage collection, water supply, etc. 

  l Creates awareness about epidemics such as malaria, dengue, etc. 

  l Teaches people about the preventive measures to avoid diseases.

  l Runs schools, hospitals and dispensaries.

  Community Protest :

  l Ward Community can submit its petition to the Ward Councillor.

  l Collective action taken is by the Ward Engineer and Ward Council.

  l Petitions are forwarded to the Municipal Corporation Office.

  l Municipal Corporation solves the issues.  

  Garbage : Discarded food waste or any other unwanted/useless material.

  Municipalities : A place with own local government: a city, town or other area. 

  Plague : Plague is a serious, potentially life threatening infectious disease that is usually transmitted to humans by 
the bite of rodent fleas. It was one of the scourges in history. There are three major forms of the disease: bubonic, 
septicemic and pneumonic.

Flowchart
Urban Administration

Ward Councillor Councillor's Committees Administrative Staff

Know the Terms
  Lazy  :  Idle, not liking work or activity.

  Frustrated  :  Feeling annoyed, upset and impatient.

  Organization  :  A group that has been formed for a particular purpose.

  Break out  :  Something unpleasant happening.

  Complicated  :  Difficult to understand or deal with.

  Debate  :  A formal discussion on a particular problem or subject.

  Gave up  :  To stop doing something.

  Opportunity  :  A chance to do something or an occasion.

  A lot of  :  A large amount or number.

  Slogan  :  A short phrase that is easy to remember.

  Petition  :  A written request signed by a lot of people.

  Sanitation  :  Removing and treating waste, dirty.

  Immensely  :  Very much, extremely.

  Scare  :  A sudden feeling of fear.

qq
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Chapter - 8 : Rural Livelihood

Let’s Revise	
		Different Occupations : People in this village are involved in different professions such as blacksmiths, teachers, 

washer men, weavers, barbers, mechanics, shopkeepers and traders.

  Shops : Kalpattu village has a variety of small shops such as tea-shops, grocery stores, barber shops, cloth shops, 
tailor shops, fertilizers and seed shops.

  Life of a Woman Farmer : The woman, Thulasi works in farm land of Ramalingam and does various work like 
transplanting paddy, weeding and harvesting. She earns 40 rupees daily. She also does household tasks like 
cooking, cleaning and washing clothes.

  Other Rural Families : Rural people travel to cities in search of work. The farmers who own land take the help of 
other farmers during harvest. They buy seeds and fertilizers on loans and return by selling the paddy to traders.

  On Being in Debt : Farmers borrow money to fulfil the basic needs of the farming land. Sometimes, they are 
unable to return the loan due to the failure of monsoon, which results in debt and finally the major cause of 
distress.

  Farmers : In Kalpattu village, there are labourers and farmers. All of them depend on farming. Big farmers 
cultivate their land and sell their products in the market. Some people in the village depend upon forest, animal 
husbandry, dairy produce, fishing, etc.

  Sources of Livelihood : Farming and collection of mahua, tendu leaves, honey, etc. from the forest are the 
important sources of livelihood.

  Rural Livelihood : People in rural areas earn their living in various ways. They undertake in farming or non-
farming activities. However, some people do not find work to keep them employed throughout the year.

  Pudupet : People earn their living by fishing in the sea in this area. Catamarans (fishing boats) are used for fishing. 
They return to the coast with their catch to sell in market. Fishermen usually take loans from banks to purchase 
catamarans, nets and engines.

  Rural : Rural areas are settlements outside towns and cities. Such areas are distinct from settled urban and 
suburban areas.

  Harvesting : It refers to the collection a gathering of ripened crops in a season.

 	 Fishing : The occupation of catching fish for living.

  Coastal Areas : Land next to the sea; the seashore.

Know the Terms
  Explored  :  Discussed about something carefully.

  Bending  :  An action in which we bend part of our body.

  Weeding  :  Removing unwanted plants from a garden.

  Groceries  :  Food and other goods that are sold by a grocer.

  Quarry  :  A place where a large amount of stone or sand dug out of the ground.

  Fetch  :  To go and get something or someone and bring them back.  

  Trader  :  Someone who buys or sells stock.

  Fertilizers  :  Substances that are mixed in the soil to make plants grow.

  Pesticides  :  A chemical substance used to kill small insects.

  Moneylender : Someone whose business is to lend money to people.

  Distress  :  A feeling of extreme unhappiness.

  Substantial  :  A large amount or number.

  Cultivation  :  Use of land for growing crops.

  Harvesting  :  Gathering crops from the field.

qq
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Chapter - 9 : Urban Livelihood

Let’s Revise
  Vendors and Government Measures : There are some shops on the pavement. Vendors sell things prepared at 

home like snacks or food. Street vending is an obstruction to traffic. The government has introduced measures to 
reduce the number of vendors. Hawking zones have been suggested for towns and cities.

  Market : Markets in the cities are crowded during the festivals. There are different shops selling sweets, toys, 
clothes, footwear, utensils, electronic goods, etc.

  Business Persons : In cities, there are people who own shops in various markets. Harpreet, a businesswoman, 
opened a readymade showrooms. She buys the materials from different cities of India like Mumbai, Ahmedabad, 
etc. and some items even from foreign countries.

  Showrooms : Businesspersons are not employed by anyone but they employ a number of workers as supervisors 
and helpers. They get licence from the Municipal Corporations to open showrooms.

  Shops in the Market Place : Medical clinics are also set up in the market place. Dental clinic helps people to solve 
tooth problems. Next to the dental clinic is a cloth showroom with three floors.

  Factory area : A factory area consists of small workshops. In one of the factories, people work on sewing machines 
and stich clothes. In another section, the stitched clothes are stacked. Many women work as tailors in the export 
garment unit. 

  Factory Workshop Area : Some groups of people stand in a place called “labour chowk”. They are the daily wage 
labourers who work as helpers to masons. They also work at construction sites and lift loads or unload trucks in 
the market.

  Sales persons : Sales-persons work is to get orders from shopkeepers and collect payments from them. Each sales-
person is responsible for a particular region.

  Marketing Manager : A Marketing Manager’s task is to manage the marketing resources of a product or business. 
He can be an in-charge of a single product or brand or can be a General Manager responsible for a broad array of 
products and services. 

  Office Area : Offices have tall buildings in the cities. The Marketing Manager in an office supervises the work of 
50 salespersons and he travels to different parts of the city.

  City Outlook : The main streets in cities are always buzzing with various activities like there of the vegetable 
vendor, the flower-seller, the newspaper-seller, the auto-rickshaws filled with school children or the cycle rickshaw 
pullers waiting for customers.

  Sales Person : A sales person is a person who sells goods in a shop.
  Factory : A factory is a building where goods are manufactured in large quantities. 
  Workshop : A room, area or small establishment where manual or light industrial work is done. 
  Benefits : A payment made or entitlement available in accordance with a wage agreement, an insurance policy or 

a public assistance programme.

Know the Terms
  Buzzing  :  Making a continuous sound.

  Whizzed  :  Moved very quickly. 

 	Dismantle  :  To take a construction apart into pieces.

  Vendor   :  Someone who sells thing on the street. 

  Squashed  :  Broken or made flat.

  Exhausted  :  Extremely tired.

qq


