
PART-A : INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK

CHAPTER-1 
CONSTITUTION: WHY AND HOW AND 
PHILOSOPHY OF THE CONSTITUTION

TOPIC-1
Basics of Constitution

Revision Notes
  Constitution – It is a set of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other 

organisation is governed. 

	 Need for Constitution :

	 • To provide a set of basic rules that all members of a society can agree upon.

	 • To specify who has the power to make decisions in a society.

	 • To decide how the government will be constituted.

	 • To set some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens.

	 • To enable the government to fulfil the aspirations of a society and create conditions for a just society.

	 • To define relationships those constitute the national identity of a country.

	 Essentials of a Good Constitution :

	 • Distribution of power in society intelligently so that no single group can subvert the constitution.

	 • Must strike the right balance between certain values, norms and procedures as authoritative, and at the same time 
allow enough flexibility in its operations to adapt to the changing needs and circumstances.

TOPIC-2
Making of the Indian Constitution

Revision Notes

  India’s Constitution was formally created by a Constituent Assembly between December 1946 and November 
1949.

	 The Constituent Assembly was composed roughly along the guidelines suggested by the plan proposed by the 
committee of the British cabinet, popularly known as the Cabinet Mission.

	 The Indian Constitution was drawn up by people who enjoyed immense public credibility, who had the capacity 
to negotiate and command the respect of a wide cross-section of society, and who were able to convince the 
people that the constitution was not an instrument for the aggrandisement of their personal power.

	 Members of all religions were given representation in the Assembly.

	 The Assembly had 28 members from the Scheduled Castes.

	 The members of the Constituent Assembly who were elected from territories which fell under Pakistan ceased to 
be members of the Constituent Assembly from June 3, 1947.

	 The Constituent Assembly had eight major committees on different subjects.

	 Only one provision of the Constitution was passed without any debate – the introduction of the Universal Suffrage 
which means that all citizens attaining a certain age, would be entitled to be voters irrespective of religion, caste, 
education, gender or income.

	 The Assembly met for one hundred and sixty six days, spread over two years and eleven months.
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	 The Indian Constitution is described as a ‘living document’.

	 The Indian Constitution was adopted on November 26, 1949.

	 The Indian Constitution came into force on January 26, 1950.

	 The Constitution of India is the first and the foremost law of the country which is to be accepted and respected 
by all the citizens of the country as well as all government and private institutions in the country.

	 The Constitution of India is rigidly flexible, that is, it is federal in form and unitary in spirit.

TOPIC-3
Philosophy of the Indian Constitution

Revision Notes
  Important features of the Constitution of India – 
	 •	 Written
	 •	 Flexible
	 •	 Supremacy	of	judiciary
	 •	 Bicameral	legislature
	 •	 Distribution	of	power	and	duties	between	the	Centre	and	the	States.
	 The fundamental commitments of the Indian Constitution are:
	 •	 Equality
	 •	 Liberty
	 •	 Democracy
	 •	 Sovereignty
	 •	 Cosmopolitan	identity
	 The framers of the Indian Constitution borrowed a number of provisions from different countries, but borrowing 

these ideas was not slavish imitation.
	 Provisions adopted from the Government of India Act, 1935
	 •	 Federal	Court
	 •	 Provincial	autonomy
	 Provisions adopted from the British Constitution
	 •	 Prerogative	writs
	 •	 Parliamentary	form	of	government
	 •	 The	idea	of	the	rule	of	law
	 •	 Institution	of	the	Speaker	and	his/her	role
	 •	 Law-making	procedure
	 •	 Single	citizenship
	 Provisions adopted from the Irish Constitution
	 •	 Directive	Principles	of	State	Policy
	 Provisions adopted from the French Constitution
	 •	 Principles	of	Liberty,	Equality	and	Fraternity
	 Provisions adopted from the American Constitution
	 •	 Preamble	to	the	Constitution
	 •	 Charter	of	Fundamental	Rights
	 •	 Power	of	Judicial	Review
	 •	 Independence	of	the	Judiciary
	 Provisions adopted from the Canadian Constitution
	 •	 A	Quasi-federal	form	of	government
	 •	 The	idea	of	Residual	Powers
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Know the Terms
  Deliberation – It is the debate and discussion on various matters that need or need not to be incorporated into the 

Indian Constitution.

	 Disparity –	It	refers	to	inequality	between	two	or	more	groups	/	sections	of	the	society	on	various	grounds.

	 Integration – It is the relationship ofw harmony and brotherhood amongst people and communities at regional 
and national level.

	 Law – It refers to a set of written rules that govern a land and are implemented by proper enforcement machinery 
of the government setup.

	 Promulgation – It is the formal announcement of the commencement of a law.

	 Objective Resolution – It is the resolution that defines the aims of an Assembly.

	 Sects – It refers to different groups that arise within a community.

	 Suppressed – It is stopping someone from expressing ideas, issues and grievances.

	 

CHAPTER-2 
RIGHTS IN THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION

TOPIC-1
Fundamental Rights

Revision Notes
 	A democracy must ensure that individuals have certain rights and that the government will always recognise 

these rights.
		 A	list	of	rights	mentioned	and	protected	by	the	Constitution	is	called	the	Bill	of	Rights.
	 The word ‘fundamental’ suggests that these rights are so important that the Constitution has separately listed 

them and made special provisions for their protection.
		 While	ordinary	legal	rights	are	protected	and	enforced	by	ordinary	law,	Fundamental	Rights	are	protected	and	

guaranteed by the Constitution of India
	 Ordinary rights may be changed by the legislature by ordinary process of law making, but a fundamental right 

may only be changed by amending the Constitution itself.
		 Bill	of	Rights	in	the	South	African	Constitution	forbids	discrimination	on	the	grounds	of	race,	gender,	pregnancy,	

marital status, ethnic or social origin, colour, age, disability, religion, conscience, belief, culture, language and 
birth	and	extends	Right	to	Dignity,	Right	to	Privacy,	Right	to	Healthy	Environment	and	Right	to	Protection	of	
Environment,	Right	 to	Adequate	Housing,	Right	 to	Health	Care,	 Food,	Water	 and	Social	 Security,	Children’s	
Rights	and	Right	to	Information	apart	from	other	common	Fundamental	Rights.

		 Fundamental	Rights	are	not	absolute	or	unlimited	rights,	and	the	government	can	put	reasonable	restrictions	on	
the	exercise	of	our	Fundamental	Rights.

 	 Fundamental	Rights	under	Constitution	of	India	:
 •	 Right	to	Equality:

 (i) Equality	before	law
 (ii) Equal	protection	of	laws
 (iii)  Prohibition of discrimination on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth
 (iv) Equal	access	to	shops,	hotels,	wells,	tanks,	bathing	ghats,	roads,	etc.
 (v) Equality	of	opportunity	in	public	employment
 (vi) Abolition of Untouchability
 (vii) Abolition of titles

 •	 Right	to	Freedom	:
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 (i)	 Protection	of	Right	to	:
 • Freedom	of	speech	and	expression
 • Assemble peacefully
 • Form	associations	/	unions
 • Move freely throughout the territory of India
 • Practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business
 (ii)  Protection in respect of conviction for offences
 (iii)  Right	to	life	and	personal	liberty
  (iv)  Right	to	education
 (v)  Protection against arrest and detention in certain cases

 •	 Right	against	Exploitation	:
 (i)  Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour
  (ii)  Prohibition of employment of children in hazardous jobs

 •	 Right	to	Freedom	of	Religion	:
 (i) Freedom	of	conscience	and	free	profession,	practice	and	propagation	of	religion
 (ii)  Freedom	to	manage	religious	affairs
 (iii)  Freedom	to	pay	taxes	for	promotion	of	any	particular	religion
 (iv)  Freedom	to	attend	religious	instruction	or	worship	in	certain	educational	institutions

 •	 Cultural	and	Educational	Rights	:
 (i) Protection of language, culture of minorities
 (ii)  Right	of	minorities	to	establish	educational	institutions

 •	 Right	to	Constitutional	Remedies	:
 (i)  Right	to	move	the	courts	to	issue	directions/orders/writs	for	enforcement	of	rights.

	 The Constitution clarifies that the government can implement special schemes and measures for improving the 
conditions of certain sections of society: children, women and the socially and educationally backward classes.

	 Article 16(4) of the Constitution explicitly clarifies that a policy like reservation will not be seen as a violation of 
right	to	equality.

		Freedoms	are	defined	in	the	Constitution	in	such	a	manner	that	every	person	will	enjoy	his/her	freedom	without	
threatening freedom of others and without endangering the law and order situation.

		 No	one	can	be	arrested	without	being	told	the	grounds	for	such	an	arrest.	However,	sometimes	a	person	can	be	
arrested simply out of an apprehension that he or she is likely to engage in unlawful activity and imprisoned for 
some time without following the procedure. This is known as preventive detention. It can be extended only for 
three months.

	 Our Constitution ensures that persons accused of various offences would not get sufficient protection.
	 To ensure a fair trial in courts, the Constitution has provided three rights :
  • No person would be punished for the same offence more than once.
  • No law shall declare any action as illegal from a back date.
  •	 No	person	shall	be	asked	to	give	evidence	against	himself	/	herself.
		The Constitution forbids employment of children below the age of 14 years in dangerous jobs like factories and 

mines.
		 Freedom	to	religion	is	subject	to	certain	limitations.	The	government	can	interfere	in	religious	matters	for	rooting	

out certain social evils.
		 Dr.	Ambedkar	considered	the	Right	to	Constitutional	Remedies	as	‘heart	and	soul	of	the	Constitution’.
	 The court can issue various special orders known as writs.
  • Habeas Corpus – A writ of habeas corpus means that the court orders that the arrested person should be  

 presented before it.
  • Mandamus – This writ is issued when the court finds that a particular office holder is not doing legal duty.
  • Prohibition – This writ is issued by a higher court when a lower court has considered a case going beyond its  

 jurisdiction.
  • Quo Warranto – If the court finds that a person is holding office but is not entitled to hold that office, restricts  

 that person from acting as an office holder.
  • Certiorari – Under this writ, the court orders a lower court or another authority to transfer a matter pending  

 before it to the higher authority or court.

	 The 44th	amendment	to	the	Constitution	removed	the	right	to	property	from	the	list	of	Fundamental	Rights.
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TOPIC-2
Directive Principles of State Policy

Revision Notes
  The Directive Principles of State Policy are guidelines.
	 These guidelines are not justiciable which means these are the part of the Constitution that cannot be enforced by 

the judiciary.
	 According to our Constitution, Directive Principles of State Policy encompass :
 l Goals
 1.	 Welfare	of	the	people;	
 2. Social, economic and political justice
 3.	 Raising	the	standard	of	living
 4.	 Equitable	distribution	of	resources
 5. Promotion of international peace
 l Policies
 1. Uniform civil code
 2.	 Prohibition	of	consumption	of	alcoholic	liquor
 3. Promotion of cottage industries
 4. Prevention of slaughter of useful cattle
 5. Promotion of village Panchayats
 l Nonjusticiable rights
 1. Adequate	livelihood
 2.	 Equal	pay	for	Equal	work	for	men	and	women
 3.	 Right	against	economic	exploitation
 4.	 Right	to	work
 5.	 Early	childhood	care	and	education	to	children	below	the	age	of	six	years
 	 The	42nd	amendment	to	the	Constitution	inserted	a	list	of	Fundamental	Duties	of	Citizens	which	are:
 l	 To	abide	by	the	Constitution	and	respect	the	National	Flag	and	National	Anthem.
 l To cherish and follow noble ideas which inspired our national struggle for freedom.
 l To uphold and protect sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.
 l To defend the country and render national service when called upon.
 l To promote harmony and spirit of common brotherhood.
 l To value and preserve rich heritage of our common culture.
 l To protect and improve natural environment.
 l To develop scientific temper and humanism.
 l To safeguard public property.
 l To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity.
 l	 To	provide	opportunities	 for	education	between	 the	age	of	6-14	years	by	parents	 /	guardians	 (Added	by	86th	

Amendment).
	 The inclusion of fundamental duties has not changed the status of our fundamental rights.

Know the Terms
  Begar – A labour that is forced to work without payment.

  Constitutional Remedies – Protection against exploitation given by the Constitution of India to the citizens of the 
country

  Duties – Giving opportunity to others to enjoy their rights.

  Exploitation – The performance of an injustice to others.

  Marginalised Communities – Communities like backward classes, weaker sections, Dalits, etc. in the society that 
are generally ignored.

  Minorities – The groups or sections in society the members of which are less than the members of the other 
groups or sections in the same society.

  Rights – The guarantees given to citizens of a country to live a respectful social life.
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CHAPTER-3
ELECTION AND REPRESENTATION

TOPIC-1
Elections in Indian Democracy

Revision Notes
 	All the citizens cannot take direct part in making every decision. Therefore, representatives are elected by the 

people.

	 The Constitution of a democratic country lays down some basic rules about elections.

	 Some of the basic rules for elections are:

	 	l	 Who	can	vote	in	the	elections?

	 	l	 Who	can	contest	the	elections?

	 	l	 Who	will	supervise	the	elections?

	 	l	 How	will	representatives	be	chosen?

	 	l	 How	will	votes	be	counted?

	 	l	 How	will	the	representatives	be	declared	elected?

		 In	India,	we	follow	a	special	method	of	elections	called	the	First	Past	the	Post	System	or	the	Plurality	System.	
Under this system:

  l	The entire country is divided into 543 constituencies (at present).

	 	l	 Each	constituency	elects	one	representative.

  l	The candidate who secures the highest number of votes in that constituency is declared elected.

	 In Israel, once the votes are counted, each party is allotted the share of seats in the parliament in proportion to its 
share	of	votes.	This	system	of	elections	is	called	the	Proportional	Representation	System.

		 In	India,	for	Rajya	Sabha	elections,	Single	Transferable	Vote	system	is	followed	in	which	every	state	has	a	specific	
quota	 of	 seats	 in	 the	 Rajya	 Sabha.	 The	 members	 are	 elected	 by	 the	 representatives	 of	 the	 State	 Legislative	
Assemblies.	To	be	declared	a	winner,	the	candidate	must	secure	a	minimum	quota	of	votes,	calculated	as:

    

Totalvotespolled

Totalnumberof candidates tobeelected
+1

 

	 The	working	of	the	FPTP	system	results	in	a	two-party	system.

TOPIC-2
Election Characteristics and Electoral Reforms 
in India

Revision Notes
	 The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and works with collaboration with the 

Election	Commission	of	India.	It	is	appointed	for	the	purpose	of	drawing	up	the	boundaries	of	constituencies	all	
over	the	country.	A	quota	of	constituencies	to	be	reserved	in	each	state	is	fixed	depending	upon	the	proportion	of	
SC or ST in that state.

		 Reservation	of	seats	for	women	has	been	provided	for	in	rural	and	urban	local	bodies.
	 Till 1989, for elections, an adult Indian meant an Indian citizen above the age of 21 years. In 1989, the eligibility 

age was reduced to 18 years.
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		 In	order	to	stand	for	Lok	Sabha	or	Assembly	elections	:	
  l	A candidate must be at least 25 years old.
  l 	 There is a legal provision that a person who has undergone imprisonment for two or more years for some 

offence	is	disqualified	from	contesting	elections.
		 The	Election	Commission	is	not	responsible	for	the	local	body	elections.
		 The	Chief	Election	Commissioner	(CEC)	presides	over	the	Election	Commission,	but	does	not	have	more	powers	

than	the	other	Election	Commissioners.	The	Election	Commissioners	are	appointed	by	the	President	of	India	on	
the advice of the Council of Ministers. They are appointed for a six year term or continue till the age of 65 years, 
whichever is earlier.

 	 The	CEC	can	be	removed	before	the	expiry	of	the	term,	by	the	President	if	both	the	Houses	of	Parliament	make	
such a recommendation with a special majority.

		 The	Election	Commissioners	can	be	removed	by	the	President	of	India.
		 The	Election	Commission	of	India	performs	the	following	functions:
  l	 Supervises the preparation of up-to-date voters’ list.
  l 	Determines the timing of elections and prepares the election schedule.
  l	Takes decision to ensure free and fair poll.
  l 	Accords recognition to political parties and allots symbols to each of them.
		 The	Election	Commission	has	faced	many	difficult	situations:
  l 	Holding	elections	in	militancy	affected	areas	like	Assam,	Punjab,	Jammu	and	Kashmir,	etc.	
  l 	Postpone	the	election	process	mid-way	in	1991	when	ex-Prime	Minister	Rajiv	Gandhi	was	assassinated	during	 

		election campaigning.
  l 	The	Gujarat	Assembly	was	dissolved	and	elections	had	to	be	conducted	but	the	Election	Commission	found	 

		that unprecedented violence in the State has made it impossible to hold free and fair elections immediately.
		 Some	suggested	Electoral	Reforms	are:
  l		Our	system	of	elections	must	be	changed	from	FPTP	to	some	variant	of	the	PR	system.
  l 	There must be a special provision to ensure that at least one-third women are elected to the parliament as well  

		as assemblies.
	  l	 The provisions to control role of money in electoral politics must be made stricter.
  l 	Candidates with any criminal case should be barred from contesting elections.
  l 	There must be complete ban on the use of caste and religious appeals in election campaigns.
  l	 There must be a law to regulate the functioning of political parties.
  l 	The people themselves need to be more vigilant, more actively involved in political activities.
  l 	Various	political	institutions	and	voluntary	organisations	are	developed	and	are	active	in	functioning	as	watch	 

     dog for ensuring free and fair elections.

Know the Terms

  Democracy – A government which is of the people, by the people and for the people.

  Direct Democracy – A democracy where the citizens directly participate in the day-to-day decision making and 
in the running of the government.

  Election – An arrangement where citizens chose their representatives who, in turn, are actively involved in 
governing and administering the country.

  First Past the Post System – An election system in which the candidate securing more votes than any other 
candidate in the constituency is declared winner.

  Proportional Representation – An election system in which after counting of votes, proportional seats in 
parliament are allotted to each party.

  Separate Electorates – An election system in which to elect representatives from a particular community, only 
those voters would be eligible who belong to that community.

  Special Majority – It means: (a) two-thirds majority of those present and voting, and (b) simple majority of the 
total	membership	of	the	House.

  Universal Adult Franchise – A system in which all citizens reaching a certain age, would be entitled to be voters 
irrespective of religion, caste, education, gender or income.
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CHAPTER-4
LEGISLATURE

TOPIC-1
Parliament and its Need

Revision Notes
  The term ‘Parliament’ refers to the national legislature.
		 The	legislature	of	the	states	is	described	as	‘State	Legislature’.
		 When	there	are	two	houses	of	the	legislature,	it	is	called	a	bicameral	legislature.
		 The	two	Houses	of	the	Indian	Parliament	are	the	Council	of	States	or	the	Rajya	Sabha	and	the	House	of	the	People	

or	the	Lok	Sabha.
	 The Constitution has given the states the option of establishing either a unicameral or bicameral legislature.
	 At present only seven states	–	Andhra	Pradesh,	Bihar,	Jammu	&	Kashmir,	Karnataka,	Maharashtra,	Telangana	

and Uttar Pradesh – have a bicameral legislature.
	 A bicameral legislature makes it possible to have every decision reconsidered. This means that every bill and 

policy would be discussed twice.
		 The	Rajya	Sabha	represents	the	States	of	India.	It	is	an	indirectly	elected	body.
		 The	elected	members	of	State	Legislative	Assembly	in	turn	elect	the	members	of	Rajya	Sabha.
	 There are two different principles of representation in the second chamber.
	 • Symmetrical representation	–	To	give	equal	representation	to	all	the	parts	of	the	country	irrespective	of	their	size	

or population.
	 • Asymmetrical representation – Parts of the country may be given representation according to their population.
	 In India, the number of members to be elected from each State has been fixed by the fourth schedule of the 

Constitution.
		 Members	of	the	Rajya	Sabha	are	elected	for	a	term	of	six	years.	They	can	get	re-elected.
		 All	members	of	the	Rajya	Sabha	do	not	complete	their	terms	at	the	same	time.	Every	two	years,	one	third	members	

of	the	Rajya	Sabha	complete	their	term	and	elections	are	held	for	these	one	third	seats	only.
		 The	Rajya	Sabha	is	never	fully	dissolved.	Therefore,	it	is	called	the	Permanent	House	of	the	Parliament.
		 The	Rajya	Sabha	has	twelve	nominated	members.	The	President	nominates	these	members	from	among	those	

persons who have made their mark in the fields of literature, science, art and social service.
		 The	Lok	Sabha	and	the	State	Legislative	Assemblies	are	directly	elected	by	the	people.

	 At present, there are 543 constituencies.

		 The	Lok	Sabha	is	elected	for	five	years.

		 Before	the	completion	of	five	years,	the	Lok	Sabha	can	be	dissolved	if	no	party	or	coalition	can	form	the	government	
or	if	the	Prime	Minister	advises	the	President	to	dissolve	the	Lok	Sabha	and	hold	fresh	elections.

TOPIC-2
Functions and Powers of Parliament

Revision Notes
  The functions of the Parliament are:
	 • Legislative function – enacts legislations.
	 •	 Control	of	Executive	and	ensuring	its	accountability	–	the	Executive	does	not	overstep	its	authority	and	remains	

responsible to the people.
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	 • Financial function – controls taxation and the way in which money is used by the government, grant of resources 

to the government to implement its programmes.
	 • Representation – represents the divergent views of members from different regional, social, economic, religious 

groups.
	 • Debating function – to analyse any or every issue that faces the nation.
	 • Constituent function – the power of discussing and enacting changes to the Constitution.
	 • Electoral functions –	elects	the	President	and	Vice	President	of	India.

	 • Judicial functions –	considering	the	proposals	for	removal	of	President,	Vice	President	and	Judges	of	High	Courts	
and Supreme Court.

	 Special power of Rajya Sabha – If the Union Parliament wishes to remove a matter from the State list (over which 
only	the	State	Legislature	can	make	law)	to	either	the	Union	List	or	Concurrent	List	in	the	interest	of	the	nation,	
the	approval	of	Rajya	Sabha	is	necessary.

	 Exclusive powers of Lok Sabha – 

	 •	 The	Rajya	Sabha	cannot	initiate,	reject	or	amend	money	bills.

	 •	 Rajya	Sabha	can	criticise	the	government	but	cannot	remove	it.

TOPIC-3
Working of the Parliament

Revision Notes
  A bill is a draft of the proposed bill.

		 When	a	non-minister	proposes	a	bill,	it	is	called	Private	Members’	Bill.

	 A bill proposed by a minister is described as a Government Bill.

	 The draft of any bill is prepared by the concerned ministry.

		 When	a	bill	is	passed	by	both	the	Houses,	it	is	sent	to	the	President	for	his	assent.	The	assent	of	the	President	
results in the enactment of a bill into a law.

	 No action can be taken against a member for whatever the member may have said in the legislature. This is 
known as parliamentary privilege.

	 Instruments of Parliamentary Control:

	 • Deliberation and discussion

• The Question Hour – It is held every day during the sessions of Parliament, where ministers have to respond 
to	searching	questions	raised	by	the	members.

• The Zero Hour – Time where members are free to raise any matter that they think is important

•	 Hal-an-hour	discussion	on	matters	of	public	importance

• Adjournment motion

	 • Approval and ratification of laws

	 •	 Financial	control

	 • No Confidence motion

		 There	has	been	a	gradual	decline	in	sessions	of	the	Lok	Sabha	and	State	Legislative	Assemblies	and	time	spent	on	
debates.

		 The	Houses	of	 the	Parliament	have	been	plagued	by	absence	of	 quorum,	boycott	 of	 sessions	by	members	of	
opposition which deprive the house the power to control the executive through discussion.

	 India has developed a system of parliamentary standing committees. There are over 20 such departmentally 
related committees. Standing Committees supervise the work of various departments, their budget, their 
expenditure and bills that come up in the house relating to department.

	 Joint Parliamentary Committees (JPCs) can be set up for the purpose of discussing a particular bill. 

		 Members	of	JPCs	are	selected	from	both	the	Houses.

	 The presiding officer of the legislature is the final authority in matters of regulating the business of the legislature.
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	 A legislator who is elected on one party’s ticket must be restricted from ‘defecting’ to another party through anti-
defection amendment to the Constitution.

	 If it is proved that a member has defected, then such member loses the membership of the House. Besides, such 
a person is also disqualified from holding any political office like ministership etc.

	 If a member remains absent in the House when asked by the party leadership to remain present or votes against 
the instructions of the party or voluntarily leaves the membership of the party, it is deemed as defection.

Know the Terms
  Bill – A proposed law which has been presented before the Parliament and is under debate and discussion 

thereat.

	 Budget – A detailed account of incomes and expenditures of the government on annual basis.

	 Deadlock – A situation where the number members voting in favour of the bill or matter is exactly equal to the 
number of members voting against it.

	 Defection – It is a political misconduct wherein a member of the parliament or legislative assembly remains 
absent from the House, even after being asked by the party leader to be present or at the time of voting on a 
matter in the Parliament votes against the instructions of the leader of the party or leaves the party voluntarily.

	 Ordinance – Law enforced by the President of India when the Parliament is not in session, which is later 
deliberated upon when the Parliament is back in session.

	 Question Hour – The time of the Parliament session during which the members of Parliament put questions to 
the ministers and it is mandatory for the ministers to answer the questions (but not on the same day itself).

  Zero Hour – The time of the Parliament session when the members can raise any topic which they feel is important
	 

CHAPTER-5
EXECUTIVE

TOPIC-1
Executive and its Types

Revision Notes
  Executive means a body of persons that looks after the implementation of rules and regulations in actual practice.
	 The organ of government that primarily looks after the function of implementation and administration is called 

the Executive.
	 The heads of government and their ministers, saddled with the overall responsibility of government policy, 

are together known as the political executive, those responsible for day-to-day administration are called the 
permanent executive.

	 The USA has a presidential system and executive powers are in the hands of the President.
	  The UK has a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarchy where Queen Elizabeth II is the formal 

Chief of State and the Prime Minister is the head of the government.
	 In France, both the President and the Prime Minister are a part of the semi-presidential system.
	 Japan has a parliamentary system with the Emperor as the Head of the State and the Prime Minister as the Head 

of the Government.
	 Italy has a parliamentary system with the President as the formal Head of the State and the Prime Minister as the 

Head of government.
	 Russia has a semi-presidential system where President is the Head of State and Prime Minister, who is appointed 

by the President, is the Head of the Government.

	 Germany has a parliamentary system in which President is the ceremonial Head of State and the Chancellor is 
the Head of the Government.
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		 In	a	presidential	system,	the	president	is	the	Head	of	State	as	well	as	Head	of	Government.	For	example,		the	USA,	

Brazil,	most	nations	in	Latin	America,	etc.
		 In	a	parliamentary	system,	the	Prime	Minister	is	the	Head	of	Government.	Most	parliamentary	systems	have	a	

president	or	a	monarch	who	is	the	nominal	head	of	state.	For	example,	Germany,	Italy,	Japan,		the	UK,	Portugal,	
etc.

	 A semi-presidential system has both a President and a Prime Minister but unlike the parliamentary system, the 
President	may	possess	significant	day-to-day	powers.	For	example,	France,	Russia,	Sri	Lanka	etc. 

TOPIC-2
Executive in India: President and Vice-President

Revision Notes
 	 In	India,	there	is	a	President	who	is	the	formal	Head	of	the	State	of	India	and	the	Prime	Minister	and	the	Council	

of	Ministers,	which	 run	 the	government	at	 the	national	 level.	At	 the	State	 level,	 the	Executive	 comprises	 the	
Governor, the Chief Minister and the Council of Ministers.

	 The President can be removed from office only by parliament by following the procedure for impeachment. This 
procedure	requires	a	special	majority.	The	only	ground	for	impeachment	is	violation	of	the	Constitution.

	 A specific mention was made in the Constitution by an amendment that the advice of Council of Ministers is 
mandatory on the President.

	 By another amendment later, it was decided that the President can ask the Council of Ministers to reconsider its 
advice, but, has to accept the reconsidered advice of the Council of Ministers.

	 The President has a right to be informed of all important matters and deliberations of the Council of Ministers. 
The Prime Minister is obliged to furnish all the information that the President may call for.

	 The President often writes to the Prime Minister and expresses his views on matters confronting the country.
	 There are at least three situations where the President can exercise the powers using his or her discretion:
	 l The President can send back the advice given by the Council of Ministers and ask the Council to reconsider that 

decision.
	 l The President has veto power by which he or she can withhold or refuse to give assent to bills (other than money 

bills) passed by the Parliament. The veto power is limited, because if the parliament passes the same bill again and 
sends it back to the President, then, the President has to give assent to that bill. But, the President can just keep 
the bill pending with him without any time limit. This is referred to as ‘pocket veto’.

	 l	 In	a	situation,	when	after	an	election,	no	leader	has	a	clear	majority	in	the	Lok	Sabha,	the	President	has	to	use	his	
or her own discretion in judging who really may have the support of the majority or who can actually form and 
run the government.

		 The	Vice-President	 is	 elected	 for	 five	 years.	His	 election	method	 is	 similar	 to	 that	 of	 the	 President,	 the	 only	
difference	is	that	the	members	of	State	Legislatures	are	not	part	of	the	Electoral	College.

		 The	Vice	President	may	be	removed	from	office	by	a	resolution	of	 the	Rajya	Sabha	passed	by	a	majority	and	
agreed	to	by	the	Lok	Sabha.

		 The	Vice	President	acts	as	the	ex-officio	Chairman	of	the	Rajya	Sabha.
		 The	Vice	President	takes	over	the	office	of	the	President	when	there	is	a	vacancy	by	reasons	of	death,	resignation,	

removal	by	impeachment	or	otherwise.	The	Vice	President	acts	as	the	President	only	until	a	new	President	 is	
elected. 

TOPIC-3
Executive in India: Prime Minister and Council 
of Ministers

Revision Notes
  As the head of the Council of Ministers, the Prime Minister becomes the most important functionary of the 

government in our country.
	 A leader who is acceptable to the most partners of the coalition becomes the Prime Minister.
	 The Prime Minister allocates ranks and portfolios to the ministers.
	 The Chief Ministers of the states choose ministers from their own party or coalition.
	 The Prime Minister and all the ministers have to be members of the Parliament.
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	 If someone becomes a minister or prime minister without being an MP, such person has to get elected to the 
Parliament within six months.

	 An amendment was made that the Council of Ministers shall not exceed 15 percent of the total number of members 
of	the	House	of	the	People	(or	Assembly,	in	case	of	the	states).

		 The	Executive	is	routinely	under	the	control	and	supervision	of	the	legislatures.
		 	A	ministry	which	loses	confidence	of	the	Lok	Sabha	is	obliged	to	resign.
	 A vote of No Confidence given against a single minister leads to the resignation of the entire Council of Ministers.
	 If a minister does not agree with a policy or decision of the Cabinet, he or she must either accept the decision or 

resign.
	 The Council comes into existence only after the Prime Minister has taken the oath of office.
	 The death or resignation of the Prime Minister automatically brings about the dissolution of the Council of 

Ministers but the demise, dismissal or resignation of a minister only creates a ministerial vacancy.
	 It is the constitutional obligation of the Prime Minister to communicate to the President all decisions of the Council 

of Ministers relating to the administration of the affairs of the Union and proposals for the legislation.
	 The power wielded by the Prime Minister flows from various sources:	
	 		Control over the Council of Ministers
	 		Leadership	of	the	Lok	Sabha
	 		Command over the bureaucratic machine
	 		Access to media
	 		Projection of personalities during elections
	  	Projection as national leader during international summitry as well as foreign visits
	 Coalitions have:
	 	Resulted	in	a	growing	discretionary	role	of	the	President	in	the	selection	of	Prime	Minister.
	 	Necessitated much more consultation between political partners, leading to erosion of Prime Ministerial 
      authority.
	 	Brought restrictions on various prerogatives of the Prime Minister like choosing the ministers and deciding   
       their rank and portfolios.
	 	The policies and programmes of the government cannot be decided by the Prime Minister alone.
	 	The Prime Minister has to act more as a negotiator than as leader of the government.
	 At the state level, a similar parliamentary executive exists. There is a Governor of the State appointed by the 

President (upon advice of the Central Government). The Chief Minister, like the Prime Minister, is the leader of 
the majority party in the Assembly.

	 The Governor has more discretionary powers.

TOPIC-4
Permanent Executive: Bureaucracy

Revision Notes
  The executive organ of the government includes the Prime Minister, the ministers and a large organisation called 

the bureaucracy or the administrative machinery called civil service.
	 The civil service is made politically accountable and politically neutral.
	 The Indian bureaucracy consists all of the all-India services, state services, employees of the local governments, 

and technical and managerial staff running public sector undertakings.
	 The Union Public Service Commission has been entrusted with the task of conducting the process of recruitment 

of the civil servants for the government of India.
	 The Constitution has provided for reservation of jobs for the Dalits, Adivasis, women and other backward classes 

in bureaucracy.
	 Persons selected by the UPSC for Indian Administrative Service and Indian police Service constitute the backbone 

of the higher level bureaucracy in the State. Only the Central Government can take disciplinary action against 
them.

	 The bureaucracy is an instrument through which welfare policies of the government must reach the people.
	 Too much political interference turns the bureaucracy into an instrument in the hands of the politicians.
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Know the Terms
  Components – It refers to constituents or parts or organs of a system or machinery.

	 Constituency – A small geographical area that comes under the Parliament of India and from where representatives 
are elected and sent to the Parliament.

  Electorate – The section of people who elect the representatives by voting.

	 Harmonious – It refers to being balanced in relation to one another.

  Impeachment – It	is	the	official	accusing	of	an	Executive	at	a	higher	level.	

	 Insolvent – A persons who is unable to settle his or her debts.

  Minimum Wages Act, 1948 – A law or an Act instituted to provide for fixing minimum rate of wages to be paid to 
workers in certain employments.

	 Nominate – It is the formal proposing of a person or group of persons to be chosen to hold a post or office.

	 Tenure – A fixed duration of time for which a person holds an office. 

	 

CHAPTER-6
JUDICIARY

TOPIC-1
Elections in Indian Democracy

Revision Notes
 	Principle	of	Rule	of	Law	–	This	implies	that	all	individuals	–	rich	and	poor,	men	and	women,	forward	or	backward	

castes – are subjected to the same law. 

	 The principal role of the judiciary is to protect rule of law and ensure supremacy of law :

	 	l It safeguards rights of the individual

	 	l	It settles disputes in accordance with the law

	 	l It ensures that democracy does not give way to individual or group dictatorship

	 Independence of judiciary means:

	 	l Other organs of the government must not restrain the functioning of the judiciary in such a way that it is  
 unable to do justice.

	 	l The other organs of the government should not interfere with the decision of the judiciary.

	 	l Judges must be able to perform their functions without fear or favour.

	 It is accountable to:

	 	l The Constitution

	 	l The democratic traditions

	 	l To the people of the country

	 The Indian Constitution has ensured independence of the judiciary through:

	 	l	 Legislature	is	not	involved	in	the	process	of	appointment	of	judges.

	 	l The judges have a fixed tenure. They hold office till reaching the age of retirement. Only in exceptional cases,  
 judges may be removed. But, otherwise they have security of tenure.

	 	l The judiciary is not financially dependent on either the executive or the legislature. The salaries and allowances  
 of the judges are not subjected to the approval of the legislature.

	 The judiciary has the power to penalise those who are found guilty of contempt of court.



14  ] Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise & Topicwise Revision Notes, POLITICAL SCIENCE, Class – XI

TOPIC-2
Structure of Judiciary

Revision Notes
	 The senior-most judge of the Supreme Court is appointed as the Chief Justice of India (CJI).
		 The	other	judges	of	the	Supreme	Court	and	the	High	Court	are	appointed	by	the	President	after	consulting	the	

CJI.
	 The CJI should recommend names of persons to be appointed in consultation with four senior-most judges of the 

Court.
	 In matters of appointment, the decision of the group of senior judges of the Supreme Court carries greater weight 

than the Council of Ministers.
		 A	judge	of	the	Supreme	Court	or	High	Court	can	be	removed	only	on	ground	of	the	proven	misbehaviour	or	

incapacity. A motion containing the charges against the judge must be approved by special majority in both 
Houses	of	the	Parliament.

	 The President of India can refer any matter that is of public importance or that which involves interpretation of 
the Constitution to Supreme Court for advice on such matters but the President is not bound to accept such an 
advice.

TOPIC-3
Judicial Activism

Revision Notes
	 The Supreme Court has power to review any judgment pronounced or order made by it.

	 Decisions made by the Supreme Court are binding on all other courts within the territory of India. The Supreme 
Court itself is not bound by its decision and can at any time review it.

		 The	chief	instrument	through	which	judicial	activism	has	flourished	in	India	is	Public	Interest	Litigation	(PIL)	and	
Social	Action	Litigation	(SAL).

		 Negative	side	to	the	large	number	of	PILs:

	 	l It has overburdened the courts.

	 	l	 Has	blurred	the	line	of	distinction	between	the	executive	and	legislature	on	the	one	hand	and	the	judiciary	 
 on the other.

	 The Constitution provides two ways in which the Supreme Court can remedy the violation of rights:
	 	l	 It	can	restore	fundamental	rights	by	issuing	writs	of	Habeas	Corpus,	Mandamus,	etc.
	 	l The Supreme Court can declare the concerned law as unconstitutional and therefore non-operational.
		 Judicial	Review	means	the	power	of	the	Supreme	Court	(or	High	Courts)	to	examine	the	constitutionality	of	any	

law if the Court arrives at the conclusion that the law is inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution, such 
a law is declared as unconstitutional and inapplicable.

	 Areas that were considered beyond the scope of judicial review such as powers of the President and Governor 
were brought under the purview of the courts.

TOPIC-4
Rights of Judiciary and Relationship with 
Parliament

Revision Notes
	 Instances in which the Supreme Court actively involved itself in the administration of justice:
	 	l	 It	gave	directions	to	CBI	to	initiate	investigations	against	politicians	and	bureaucrats	in	the	Hawala	case
	 	l	 The	Narsimha	Rao	case
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	 	 Illegal allotment of petrol pumps case
	 The Parliament is supreme in making laws and amending the Constitution, the Executive is supreme in 

implementing them while the Judiciary is supreme in settling disputes and deciding whether the laws that have 
been made are in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.

	 Kesavananda Bharti Case – The Supreme Court ruled that there is a basic structure of the Constitution and 
nobody – not even the Parliament (through amendment) – can violate the basic structure. It said that right to 
property (the disputed issue) was not part of basic structure and therefore could be suitably abridged. Also, 
the Court reserved to itself the right to decide whether various matters are part of the basic structure of the 
Constitution.

Know the Terms
  Appellate Jurisdiction – The power of the High Courts and Supreme Court to hear appeals made against the 

decisions passed by the Lower Courts.

	 Election Petition – A petition filed with a Court of Law to consider the fairness of conduct and results of an 
election.

	 Lok Adalats – The Courts popular among the common citizens which help in speedy trial, hearing and decisions 
of cases.

	 Original Jurisdiction – The power of the Courts to hear cases of first instance or first filing.

	 PIL – It stands for Public Interest Litigation.

	 SAL – It stands for Social Action Litigation.
	 

CHAPTER-7
FEDERALISM

TOPIC-1
Federalism and its Place in the 
Indian Constitution

Revision Notes
 	India is a country where there is unity in diversity as well as unity with diversity.
	 Each government is autonomous in its own sphere.
	 The people have two sets of identities – they belong to the region as well as the nation.
	 The details of the dual system of government are generally spelt out in a written constitution, which is considered 

to be supreme.
	 There is an independent judiciary to settle the disputes.
	 The most important feature of the federal system adopted by the Indian Constitution is the principle that relations 

between the States and the Centre would be based on co-operation.
	 There are two sets of government formed by the Indian Constitution – one for the entire nation called the Union 

or Central Government and one for each State called the State Government.
	 The Constitution clearly demarcates the subjects which are under the exclusive domain of the Union and those 

under the States.
	 The Union List includes the subjects like defence, atomic energy, foreign affairs, war and peace, banking, railways, 

post and telegraph, airways, ports, foreign trade, currency and coinage, etc. Only the Union Legislature can make 
laws on these subjects.

	 The State List includes the subjects like agriculture, police, prison, local government, public health, land, liquor, 
trade and commerce, livestock and animal husbandry, state public services, etc. Only the State Legislature can 
make laws on these subjects.

	 The Concurrent List includes the subjects like education, transfer of property (other than agricultural land), 
forests, trade unions, adulteration, adoption and succession, etc. Both Union and State Legislatures can make 
laws on these subjects.

	 The Residuary List contains the subjects of recent origin like Cyber Laws, etc. Only the Union legislature can 
make laws on these subjects.
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TOPIC-2
Federalism and Strong Central Government

Revision Notes
	 The important provisions in the Constitution that create a strong central government are:
	  The Parliament is empowered to form a new state by separation of territory from any State or by uniting two or 

more States, alter the boundary of any State or even its name.
	  During an emergency, power becomes lawfully centralised.

	  Items generating revenue are under the control of the central government. The states are mostly dependent on 
the grants and financial assistance from the centre

	  Planning Commission, now replaced by NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) Aayog, appointed by 
the Union Government is the co-ordinating machinery that controls and supervises the resources management 
of the States.

	  The Governor has certain powers to recommend dismissal of the State government and the dissolution of the 
State Assembly.

	  The central government has power to delay the state legislation and also to examine such bills and veto them 
completely.

	 	 When	the	situation	may	demand	that	the	central	government	needs	to	legislate	on	matters	from	the	state	list,	the	
move	can	be	ratified	by	the	Rajya	Sabha

	 	 The	Executive	powers	of	the	Centre	are	superior	to	the	Executive	powers	of	the	States.

	  The Central Government may choose to give instructions to the State Government.

	  The All-India services are common to the entire territory of India and officers chosen for these services serve in 
the administration of the states. States can neither take disciplinary action nor can remove these officers from 
their service.

	  The Parliament protects persons in the service of the Union or the States in respect of any action taken by them 
during martial law to maintain or restore order.

TOPIC-3
Conflicts and Special Provisions in Indian 
Federal System

Revision Notes
	 Many states and even many political parties have demanded that States should have more autonomy vis-à-vis 

the central government.
	 Autonomy refers to:
	 		 Political autonomy
	 		 Financial	autonomy
	 	 Administrative autonomy
	 		 Linguistic	autonomy
	 	 Cultural autonomy
	 The role of Governors has always been a controversial issue between the states and the central government.
	 The Governor is not an elected office-holder.
	 The Governor is appointed by the Central Government and therefore, actions of the Governor are often viewed 

as interference by the Central government in the functioning of the state government.
		 The	Constitution	provides	for	President’s	Rule	in	any	state.	This	provision	is	applied	when	a	situation	has	arisen	

in which the Government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 
It results in takeover of the State Government by the Union Government.

	 The Governor has the power to recommend the dismissal of the State government and suspension or dissolution 
of state assembly.

	 Two types of disputes keep recurring between the States:
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	 		 	States	have	certain	claims	over	territories	belonging	to	neighbouring	states.	For	example,	dispute	over	the	city	

of	Belgaum	between	Maharashtra	and	Karnataka,	etc.
	 	 The disputes over the sharing of river waters are even more serious, because they are related to problems of 

drinking	water	and	agriculture	in	the	concerned	states.	For	example,	Cauvery	water	dispute	between	Tamil	
Nadu	and	Karnataka,	Narmada	river	dispute	between	Gujarat,	Madhya	Pradesh	and	Maharashtra,	etc.

	 The most extra-ordinary feature of the federal arrangement created in India is that many states get a differential 
treatment.

	 Most of the special provisions pertain to :
	 	  The north-eastern states (Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, etc.)
	 		 Hilly	states	like	Himachal	Pradesh
	 	 Andhra Pradesh
	 	 Goa
	 	 Gujarat
	 	 Maharashtra
	 	 Sikkim
	 	 Telangana
	 		 Jammu	and	Kashmir
		 In	case	of	Jammu	and	Kashmir,	concurrence	of	the	state	is	required	for	making	any	laws	in	matters	mentioned	in	

the	Union	List	and	the	Concurrent	List.	The	Central	government	has	only	limited	powers	and	other	powers	listed	
in	the	Union	List	and	the	Concurrent	List	can	be	used	only	with	the	consent	of	the	State	Government.

	 		 J&K	has	a	separate	constitution	and	a	flag.
	 	 No emergency due to internal disturbances can be declared in the State without the concurrence of the state.
	 		 The	Directive	Principles	of	State	Policy	do	not	apply	in	J&K.

Know the Terms
  Concurrent List – A list of matters as per the Constitution on which laws can be passed both by central government 

and state government.

	 Federalism – An institutional mechanism to accommodate two sets of polities – one at the regional level and the 
other at the national level.

	 Residuary List – A list of matters of recent origin on which laws can be passed only by central government.

	 State List – A list of matters as per the Constitution on which laws can be passed only by state government.

	 Union List – A list of matters as per the Constitution on which laws can be passed only by central government.

	 

CHAPTER-8
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

TOPIC-1
Local Governments in India – 
Need and Growth

Revision Notes
 	Local	government	is	government	at	the	village	and	district	level.
	 Strong and vibrant local governments ensure both active participation and purposeful accountability.
		 When	the	Constitution	was	prepared,	the	subject	of	local	government	was	assigned	to	the	States.
		 Through	Community	Development	Programme	in	1952,	a	three-tier	Panchayati	Raj	System	of	local	government	

was recommended for the rural areas.
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TOPIC-2
Constitutional Amendments and their 
Implementation

Revision Notes
		 In	1989,	the	P.	K.	Thungon	Committee	recommended	constitutional	recognition	for	the	local	government	bodies.

		 The	73rd	Amendment	is	about	rural	local	governments	known	as	Panchayati	Raj	Institutions.

	 The 74th Amendment made the provisions relating to urban local governments.

	 The 73rd and 74th Amendments came into force in 1993.

	 The changes brought about by the 73rd Amendment:

(i)	 Three-tier	 structure	 of	 Panchayati	 Raj.	 At	 the	 base	 is	 the	Gram	Panchayat.	 The	 intermediary	 level	 is	 the	
Mandal or Block or Taluka or Taluka Panchayats. At the apex is the Zila Panchayat. The amendment also made 
a provision for the mandatory creation of the Gram Sabha.

(ii)	 All	the	three	levels	of	Panchayati	Raj	institutions	are	elected	directly	by	the	people.	The	term	of	each	Panchayat	
body is five years.

(iii)	One-third	of	the	positions	in	all	Panchayat	institutions	are	reserved	for	women.	Reservations	for	Scheduled	
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are also provided in proportion to their population.

(iv)	Twenty-nine	subjects,	which	were	earlier	in	the	State	List	of	subjects,	are	transferred	to	the	Panchayati	Raj	
Institutions.

(v)	 Appointment	of	State	Election	Commissioners	by	the	state	government	who	will	be	responsible	for	conducting	
elections	to	the	Panchayati	Raj	Institutions.	The	State	Election	Commissioner	is	an	independent	officer	and	is	
not	linked	to	nor	is	this	officer	under	the	control	of	the	Election	Commission	of	India.

(vi)	State	 Finance	 Commission	 is	 appointed	 once	 in	 five	 years	 to	 examine	 the	 financial	 position	 of	 the	 local	
governments in the state.

	 The Census of India defines an urban area as having:

(i) A minimum population of 5,000.

(ii) At least 75% of male working population engaged in non-agricultural occupations.

(iii)	A	density	of	population	of	at	least	400	persons	per	sq.	km.

	 There are 500 Zila Panchayats, about 6,000 block or intermediary panchayats and 2,50,000 Gram Panchayats in 
rural India and over 100 city Corporations, 1,400 town municipalities and over 2,000 Nagar Panchayats in urban 
India.

	 More than 32 lakh members are elected to these bodies every five years. Of these, at least 10 lakh are women. In 
the State Assemblies and Parliament put together, we have less than 5,000 elected representatives.

	 The dependence of local bodies on the State and Central governments for financial support greatly eroded their 
capacity to operate effectively.

Know the Terms
  Local Government – The government at village and district level that deals with routine problems of the citizens.

	 Mandal – A group of Gram Panchayats.

	 Mayor – The formal head of Municipal Corporation.

	 Panchayati Raj – An organ of local government that deals with administration and upliftment of villages.

	 Zila Panchayat – A group of Mandals.
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CHAPTER-9
CONSTITUTION AS A LIVING DOCUMENT

TOPIC-1
Constitution – Static vs. Dynamic

Revision Notes
  The Soviet Union had four constitutions in its life of 74 years.

		 France	has	had	five	constitutions	in	the	last	two	centuries.

	 After more than sixty-five years, the same constitution continues to function as the framework within which the 
government of our country operates.

		 We	have	inherited	a	very	robust	Constitution.

	 The Constitution makers were very far-sighted and provided solutions for many future situations.

	 	l	Our Constitution accepts the necessity of modifications according to changing needs of the society.

  l In the actual working of the Constitution, there has been enough flexibility of interpretations.

  l These factors have made our Constitution a living document rather than a closed and static rule book.

	 A Constitution is a document made by human beings and may need revisions, changes and re-examination.

	 The makers of the Indian Constitution placed the Constitution above ordinary law and expected that the future 
generations will respect this document. At the same time, they recognised that in the future, this document may 
require	modifications.

	 The Indian Constitution is a combination of two approaches –the Constitution is a sacred document and it is an 
instrument	that	may	require	changes	from	time	to	time.

	 According to Article 368 of the Constitution, Parliament may, in exercise of its constituent power, amend, by way 
of addition, variation or repeal any provision of this Constitution, in accordance with the procedure laid down in 
this Article.

		 There	are	many	Articles	in	the	Constitution	which	mention	that	these	Articles	can	be	amended	by	a	simple	Law	
of the Parliament.

		 Some	Articles	require	special	majority	of	the	Parliament	and	consent	of	half	of	the	State	Legislatures.

	 An amendment bill goes to the President for his assent, but in this case, the President has no power to send it back 
for reconsideration.

	 Sovereignty of elected representatives is the basis of the amendment procedure.

		 Amendment	to	the	Constitution	requires	two	different	kinds	of	special	majorities	:

	 	l	 Those	voting	in	favour	of	the	amendment	bill	should	constitute	at	least	half	of	the	total	strength	of	that	House.

	 	l The supporters of the amendment bill must also constitute two-thirds of those who actually take part in voting.

	 	l	 Both	Houses	of	the	Parliament	must	pass	the	amendment	bill	separately	in	the	same	manner.

		 When	an	amendment	aims	 to	modify	an	article	 related	 to	distribution	of	powers	between	 the	 states	and	 the	
central government, or articles related to representation, it is necessary that the States must be consulted and that 
they give their consent.

	 Amendments made so far may be classified in three groups:

l In the first group there are amendments, which are of a technical or administrative nature and were only 
clarifications,	 explanations,	 and	minor	modifications,	 etc.	 of	 the	 original	 provisions.	 For	 example,	 increase	
in	the	age	of	retirement	of	High	court	judges	from	60	to	62	years,	salaries	of	judges	of	High	Court	and	the	
Supreme Court were increased etc.

l A number of amendments are a product of different interpretations of the Constitution given by the judiciary 
and	the	government	of	the	day.	When	these	clashed,	the	Parliament	had	to	insert	an	amendment	underlining	
one particular interpretation as the authentic one.

l Thirdly, there is another large group of amendments that have been made as a result of the consensus among 
the	political	parties.	For	example,	 anti-defection	amendment,	bringing	down	 the	minimum	age	 for	voting	
from 21 to 18 years, etc.
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TOPIC-2
Constitution as a Living Document

Revision Notes
	 The 42nd Amendment was a wide-ranging amendment affecting large parts of the Constitution.
	 Through the 43rd and 44th amendments, most of the changes effected by 42nd Amendment were cancelled.
		 Keshavananda	Bharati	Case
	 	l  It has set specific limits to the Parliament’s power to amend the Constitution.
  l  It allows the Parliament to amend any and all parts of the Constitution (within this limitation).
  l  It places the Judiciary as the final authority in deciding if an amendment violates the basic structure of the 

Constitution and what constitutes the basic structure.
	 The theory of basic structure is itself an example of a living Constitution. There is no mention of this theory in the 

Constitution. It has emerged from judicial interpretation.
		 Even	after	so	many	changes	in	the	society,	the	Constitution	continues	to	work	effectively	because	of	this	ability	to	

be dynamic, to be open to interpretations and the ability to respond to the changing situation.
	 

PART-B : POLITICAL THEORY

CHAPTER-10
POLITICAL THEORY : AN INTRODUCATION

Revision Notes

 	 Human	beings	are	unique.	They	possess	reason	and	the	ability	to	reflect	on	their	actions.

 	 Political	Theory	systematically	thinks	about	the	values	that	inform	political	life	–	values	such	as	freedom,	equality	
and justice.

 	 The	objective	of	political	 theory	 is	 to	 train	citizens	 to	 think	rationally	about	political	questions	and	assess	 the	
political events of our time.

  It is unfortunate that politics has come to be associated with the pursuit of self-interest by any and every method.

  Politics is an important and integral part of any society.

  Politics, at one level, involves what governments do and how they relate to the aspirations of the people, at 
another level, it involves how people struggle and influence decision making.

 	 In	the	Indian	Constitution,	our	Preamble	enshrines	freedom	and	equality;	the	chapter	on	Rights	in	the	Indian	
Constitution	abolishes	Untouchability	in	any	form;	Gandhian	principles	find	a	place	in	Directive	Principles.

  Political theory deals with the ideas and the principles that shape Constitutions, governments and social life in a 
systematic manner.

 	 The	Fundamental	rights	guaranteed	by	our	Constitution	are	continually	being	reinterpreted	in	response	to	new	
circumstances.

	 	 •	 The	Right	to	Life	has	been	interpreted	by	the	Courts	to	include	the	Right	to	Livelihood.

	 	 •	 The	Right	to	Information	has	been	guaranteed	through	a	new	law.

 	 As	our	world	 changes,	we	may	discover	new	dimensions	of	 freedom	as	well	 as	new	 threats	 to	 freedom.	For	
instance, global communications technology is making it easier for activists to network with one another across 
the world for protecting tribal cultures of forests. But, it also enables terrorists and criminals to network.

  Political theorists clarify the meaning of political concepts by looking at how they are understood and used in 
ordinary language. They also debate and examine the diverse meanings and opinions in a systematic manner.
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  Political theory is relevant for all the groups to act responsibly as a citizen, it is helpful to have a basic knowledge 

of the political ideas and institutions that shape the world we live in. 

  It is crucial that we learn to be reasonable and informed if we are to participate in Gram Sabhas or offer our views 
on websites and polls.

  An educated and vigilant citizenry makes those, who play politics, more public-spirited.

  As students, we have opinions about what is right or wrong, just or unjust, but do not know whether they are 
reasonable	or	not.	Political	Theory	exposes	us	to	systematic	thinking	on	justice	or	equality	so	that	we	can	polish	
our opinions and argue in an informed manner and for the sake of common interests.

Know the Terms
  Class – A large group of people which is different from other groups of people.
  Political Science – Scientific study of different political ideas and principles.
  Political Theory – The study of a state from the philosophical and empirical point of view.
  Politics – The struggle for power to maintain relationship between power and authority.

	 

CHAPTER-11
FREEDOM

Revision Notes
  The	autobiography	of	Nelson	Mandela	is	titled	“Long	Walk	to	Freedom’.	In	this	book,	he	talks	about	his	personal	

struggle against the apartheid regime in South Africa, about the resistance of his people to the segregationist 
policies of the white regime, about the humiliations, hardships and police brutalities suffered by the black people 
of South Africa.

		 Aung	San	Suu	Kyi,	 in	her	book	of	 essays	bearing	 the	 title	 ‘Freedom	 from	Fear’,	 states	 that	 living	a	 ‘dignified	
human	life’	requires	us	to	be	able	to	overcome	fear.

		 The	term	‘Swaraj’	incorporates	within	it	two	words	–	Swa	(Self)	and	Raj	(Rule).	It	can	be	understood	to	mean	both	
the rule of the self and rule over self.

		 A	simple	answer	to	the	question	‘what	is	freedom’	is	absence	of	constraints.
		 Freedom	is	also	about	expanding	the	ability	of	people	to	freely	express	themselves	and	develop	their	potential.
	 To be free, a society must widen the area in which individuals, groups, communities or nations, will be able to 

charter their own destiny and be what they wish to be.
		 Freedom	allows	the	full	development	of	the	individual’s	creativity,	sensibilities	and	capabilities.
		 We	need	some	political	and	legal	restraints	to	ensure	that	differences	may	be	discussed	and	debated	without	one	

group coercively imposing its view on the other.
		 Liberalism	acknowledges	a	role	for	welfare	state	and	accepts	the	need	for	measures	to	reduce	both	social	and	

economic	inequalities.
	 It is the state which can constrain a person from acting in a way that causes harm to someone else.
	 Constraining actions by the force of law should only happen when the other restraining actions cause serious 

harm to definite individuals. Otherwise society must bear the inconvenience in the spirit of protecting freedom.
		 Hate	campaigns	cause	serious	harm	to	the	freedom	of	others	and	actions	that	cause	serious	harm	are	actions	on	

which constraints can be imposed.
		 We	must	make	sure	that	the	constraints	imposed	are	not	so	severe	that	they	destroy	freedom	itself.
		 We	must	not	develop	a	habit	of	imposing	restrictions	since	such	a	habit	is	detrimental	to	freedom.
		 ‘Negative	Liberty’	seeks	to	define	and	defend	an	area	in	which	the	individual	would	be	inviolable,	in	which	he	

or she could ‘do, be or become’ whatever he or she wished to ‘do, be or become’.
		 ‘Positive	Liberty’	 is	 concerned	with	 explaining	 the	 idea	 of	 ‘freedom	 to’.	 It	 is	 in	 response	 to	 the	 answer	 ‘who	

governs	me?’	to	which	the	ideal	answer	is	“I	govern	myself ’.
	 One of the issues that is considered to belong to the minimum area of non-interference’ is the freedom of 

expression.
		 Freedom	of	expression	is	a	fundamental	value	and	for	that	society	must	be	willing	to	bear	some	inconvenience	to	

protect it from people who want to restrict it.
		 Voltaire	stated	–	“I	disapprove	of	what	you	say	but	I	will	defend	to	death	your	right	to	say	it.”
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	 Banning is an easy solution for the short term since it meets the immediate demand but is very harmful for 
the long-term prospects of freedom in a society because once one begins to ban, then one develops a habit of 
banning.

	 If we are not coerced into accepting the conditions, then we cannot claim that our freedom has been curtailed.

Know the Terms
	 Apartheid	–	Racial	discrimination	between	the	Whites	and	the	Blacks	practiced	mainly	after	the	end	of	the	World	

War	II.

	 Economic liberty	 –	 Ensuring	 earning	 opportunities	 to	 citizens	 and	 incorporation	 of	minimum	wages	 in	 the	
society.

		Freedom – A situation that limits the constraints on individuals and allows them to expand their ability and reach 
their potential.

		Freedom of expression– The freedom to express one's views through speech, writing etc.

	 Legal liberty – The freedom enjoyed by a country to draft and enforce its own Constitution and govern the 
country in accordance with the provisions of that Constitution.

	 Natural liberty – The right of a person to be born free.

	 Personal liberty – The freedom in individual matters like marriage, food etc.

	 Political liberty – The freedom to choose representatives, contest elections and participate in government.

	 Religious liberty – The freedom to follow and spread any religion without state interference except in some 
special circumstances.       

	 

CHAPTER-12
EQUALITY

Revision Notes
  Equality	is	a	powerful	moral	and	political	ideal	that	has	inspired	and	guided	human	society	for	many	centuries.

		 The	concept	of	equality	invokes	the	idea	that	all	human	beings	have	an	equal	worth	regardless	of	their	colour,	
gender, race or nationality.

		 It	is	inequality	rather	than	equality	which	is	most	visible	around	us	in	the	world	as	well	as	within	our	own	society.

		 We	face	a	paradox	–	almost	everyone	accepts	the	ideal	of	equality,	yet	almost	everywhere	we	encounter	inequality.

		 When	people	are	treated	differently	just	because	they	are	born	in	a	particular	religion	or	race	or	caste	or	gender,	
we	regard	it	as	an	unacceptable	form	of	inequality.

	 The treatment we receive and the opportunities we enjoy must not be predetermined by birth or social 
circumstances.

		 The	concept	of	equality	implies	that	all	people,	as	human	beings,	are	entitled	to	the	same	rights	and	opportunities	
to develop their skills and talents, and to pursue their goals and ambitions.

		 It	is	not	the	lack	of	equality	of	status	or	wealth	or	privilege	that	is	significant	but	the	inequalities	in	people’s	access	
to	such	basic	goods,	as	education,	health	care,	safe	housing,	that	make	for	an	unequal	and	unjust	society.

		 It	is	difficult	to	use	the	natural	/	socially-produced	distinction	as	a	standard	by	which	the	laws	and	policies	of	a	
society can be assessed.

		 The	three	dimensions	of	equality	are:

	 	 • Political Equality	–	It	includes	granting	equal	citizenship	to	all	members	of	the	state	like	freedom	of	expression,	 
 movement, association and belief. It includes legal rights guaranteed by the Constitution and the laws. A  
	 demand	is	often	made	for	equal	opportunities.

	 	 • Social Equality –	It	guarantees	certain	minimum	conditions	of	life	to	all	the	members	of	the	society	–	adequate	 
	 health	 care,	 the	 opportunity	 for	 good	 education,	 adequate	 nourishment	 and	 a	minimum	wage.	 The	 state	 
 should make policies to prevent discrimination or harassment of women in public places or employment, to  
 provide incentives to open up education or certain professions to women.

	 	 • Economic Equality – It exists in a society if there are significant differences in wealth, property or income  
 between individuals or classes.
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		 Marx	was	an	important	nineteenth	century	thinker	who	argued	that	the	root	cause	of	economic	inequality	was	

private	ownership	of	important	economic	resources.	He	stated	that	to	tackle	inequality	in	society,	try	and	ensure	
public control over essential resources and forms of property.

		 Liberals	uphold	 the	principle	 of	 competition	 as	 the	most	 efficient	 and	 fair	way	of	distributing	 resources	 and	
rewards in society.

		 Socialist	 thinker	 Ram	 Manohar	 Lohia	 identified	 five	 kinds	 of	 inequalities	 that	 need	 to	 be	 fought	 against	
simultaneously:	 inequality	between	man	and	woman,	 inequality	based	on	skin	colour,	 caste	based	 inequality,	
colonial	rule	of	some	countries	over	others	and	economic	inequality.

		 The	first	step	towards	bringing	about	equality	is	ending	the	formal	system	of	inequality	and	privileges.
	 The Constitution of India prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth and 

abolishes the practice of Untouchability.
		 Sometimes,	it	is	necessary	to	treat	people	differently	in	order	to	ensure	that	they	can	enjoy	equal	rights.	Disabled	

people may justifiably demand special ramps in public spaces. These should not be seen as infringements of 
equality	but	as	enhancement	of	equality.

		 Affirmative	Action	is	based	on	the	idea	that	it	is	not	sufficient	to	establish	formal	equality	by	law.	It	is	necessary	
to	take	some	more	positive	measures	to	minimize	and	eliminate	entrenched	forms	of	social	inequalities.	Example	
for	this	can	be	policy	of	quotas	or	reserved	seats	in	education	and	jobs.

		 Critics	 of	 positive	 discrimination	 contend	 that	 any	 provision	 of	 reservations	 or	 quotas	 for	 the	 deprived	 in	
admissions for higher education or jobs is unfair as it arbitrarily denies other sections of society their right to 
equal	treatment.	Reservations	are	a	form	of	reverse	discrimination.

		 A	distinction	is	made	between	treating	everyone	in	an	identical	manner	and	treating	everyone	as	equal.

		 Women	require	special	 facilities	 in	order	to	exercise	right	to	work.	They	require	some	provision	for	maternity	
leave and crèches in the workplace.

Know the Terms
  Equality: All people, as human beings, are entitled to the same rights and opportunities to develop their skills and 

talents, and to pursue their goals and ambitions.

	 Feminism	is	a	political	doctrine	of	equal	rights	for	women	and	men.

	 Natural inequalities: Inequalities	that	emerge	between	people	as	a	result	of	their	different	capabilities	and	talents.

	 Patriarchy refers to a social, cultural and economic system that values men more than women and gives men 
power over women.

	 Socially-produced inequalities: Inequalities	that	emerge	as	a	consequence	of	inequalities	of	opportunity	or	the	
exploitation of some groups in a society by others.

	 Socialism	refers	to	a	set	of	political	ideas	that	concerns	about	how	to	minimize	existing	inequality	and	distribute	
resources justly.

	 

CHAPTER-13
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Revision Notes
  Justice involves the well-being of all people.

	 Principles of Justice

	 	 •	 	 The	principle	of	 treating	 the	 equals	 equally	 requires	 that	people	 should	not	be	discriminated	against	 on	
grounds of class, caste, race or gender. They should be judged on the basis of their work and actions and not 
on the basis of the group to which they belong.

	 	 •  Although people should get the same reward for the same work, it would be fair and just to reward different 
kinds	of	work	differently	if	we	take	into	account	factors	such	as	the	effort	required,	the	skills	required,	the	
possible dangers involved in that work etc.
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	 	 •  The third principle of justice is for a society to take into account special needs of people while distributing 
rewards or duties. The principle of taking account of the special needs of people does not necessarily 
contradict	 the	principle	of	 equal	 treatment	 so	much	as	 extend	 it	 because	 the	principle	of	 treating	equals	
equally	could	imply	that	people	who	are	not	equal	in	certain	important	respects	could	be	treated	differently.

	 It becomes a function of governments to harmonise the different principles to promote a just society.

		 Within	a	country,	social	justice	would	require	not	only	that	people	be	treated	equally	in	terms	of	the	laws	and	
policies	of	the	society	but	also	that	they	enjoy	some	basic	equality	of	life	conditions	and	opportunities.

		 John	Rawls	argues	 that	 the	only	way	we	can	arrive	at	a	 fair	and	 just	 rule	 is	 if	we	 imagine	ourselves	 to	be	 in	
a situation in which we have to make decisions about how society should be organised although we do not 
know	which	position	we	would	ourselves	occupy	in	that	society.	He	describes	this	as	thinking	under	a	‘veil	of	
ignorance’.	He	expects	that	in	such	a	situation,	each	will	envisage	the	future	society	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	
worst-off.

	 The merit of the ‘veil of ignorance’ position is that it expects people to just be their usual rational themselves, 
they are expected to think for themselves and choose what they regard to be in their interest – when they choose 
under the ‘veil of ignorance’ they will find that it is in their interest to think from the position of the worst-off.

		 Rawls	argues	that	rational	thinking,	not	morality,	could	lead	us	to	be	fair	and	judge	impartially	regarding	how	to	
distribute the benefits and burdens of a society.

	 A just society should provide people with the basic minimum conditions to enable them to live healthy and 
secure	lives	and	develop	their	talents	as	well	as	equal	opportunities	to	pursue	their	chosen	goals	in	society.

	 The basic amount of nourishment needed to remain healthy, housing, supply of clean drinking water, education 
and a minimum wage constitute an important part of the basic minimum conditions of life needed by the people.

	 Supporters of the free market believe that if markets are left free of state interference, the sum of market 
transactions would ensure overall a just distribution of benefits and duties in society. Those with merit and talent 
would be awarded accordingly while the incompetent would get a lesser reward.

	 States could step in to ensure a basic minimum standard of living to all people so that they are able to compete on 
equal	terms.

	 The most efficient way of providing people with basic services might be to allow the development of markets in 
healthcare, education and similar other services. Private agencies should be encouraged to provide such services 
while state policies should try to empower people to buy those services.

		 Free	markets	often	exhibit	a	tendency	to	work	in	favour	of	the	already	privileged.

	 To ensure social justice, the state should step in to see that basic facilities are made available to all the members of 
a society.

		 In	our	own	country,	many	kinds	of	social	and	economic	inequalities	exist	and	much	remains	to	be	done	if	they	are	
to be reduced.

Know the Terms
  Economic Justice – Providing	an	equal	opportunity	to	the	citizens	to	acquire	their	basic	needs	or	livelihood.

	 Justice – A means to distribute the due share to everybody.

	 Just Society – A society in which ascending sense of reverence and descending sense of contempt is dissolved 
into the creation of compassionate society.

	 Moral Justice – Natural principles of justice.

	 Protective Discrimination – Steps taken by government for betterment of weaker sections of the society.

	 Social Justice – All	people	living	in	a	society	are	equal.
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CHAPTER-14
RIGHTS

Revision Notes
	 There is a distinction between what I want and think I am entitled to, and what can be designated as rights.
		 Rights	are	primarily	those	claims	that	we	along	with	others,	regard	to	be	necessary	for	leading	a	life	of	respect	and	

dignity.
	 The grounds on which rights have been claimed are:
	 	 • Source of self-respect and dignity
	 	 • Necessary for our well-being
	 In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, political theorists identified three natural rights of man:
	 	 •	 Right	to	life
	 	 •	 Right	to	liberty
	 	 •	 Right	to	property
  All other rights were said to be derived from these basic rights.
	 In recent years, the term human rights is being used more than the term natural rights.
		 Rights	are	 increasingly	 seen	as	guarantees	 that	human	beings	 themselves	 seek	or	arrive	at	 in	order	 to	 lead	a	

minimally good life.
		 Each	of	us	possesses	an	intrinsic	value,	hence	we	must	have	equal	opportunities	to	be	free	and	realise	our	full	

potential.
		 The	United	Nations’	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	(adopted	and	proclaimed	on	December	10,	1948)	

attempts to recognise those claims that the world community collectively sees as being important for leading a life 
of dignity and self-respect.

	 The notion of universal human rights has been used by oppressed people all over the world to challenge laws 
which	segregate	them	and	deny	them	equal	opportunities	and	rights.

	 Constitutions represent the highest law of the land and so constitutional recognition of certain rights gives them 
a primary importance.

	 Several theorists define rights as claims that are recognised by the state.
		 Each	right	indicates	what	the	state	must	do	as	well	as	what	it	must	not	do.
	 Our rights ensure that the authority of the state is exercised without violating the sanctity of the individual life 

and liberty.
		 Political	 rights	give	 to	 the	citizens	 the	 right	 to	equality	before	 law	and	 the	 right	 to	participate	 in	 the	political	

process. They include right to vote and elect representatives, the right to contest elections, the right to form 
political parties or join them.

	 Civil liberties and political rights form the basis of a democratic system of government.
		 Economic	 rights	 include	 citizens	 with	 low	 incomes	 receive	 housing	 and	 medical	 facilities	 from	 the	 state,	

unemployed persons receive a certain minimum wage, a rural employment guarantee scheme to help the poor.
	 Cultural rights include right to have primary education in one’s mother tongue, the right to establish institutions 

for teaching one’s language and culture etc.
		 Relation	between	Rights	and	Responsibilities:
	 	 •	 Rights	compel	us	to	think	not	just	of	our	own	personal	needs	and	interests	but	to	defend	some	things	as		

 being good for all of us.
	 	 •	 Rights	require	that	I	respect	the	rights	of	others.
	 	 •	 We	must	balance	our	rights	when	they	come	into	conflict.
	 	 • Citizens must be vigilant about limitations which may be placed on their rights.
Know the Terms
	 Civil liberties – (The right to a free and a fair trial, the right to express one’s views freely, the right to protest and 

express dissent).

	 Constitutional Rights – (Facilities,	opportunities	and	liberties	provided	by	the	state	to	the	citizens).

	 Duty – (An obligation by which, we are bound to do something).

	 Natural Rights – (Facilities	given	to	individuals	by	nature	or	God).

	 Right - (An entitlement or a justified claim). 
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CHAPTER-15
CITIZENSHIP

Revision Notes
	 No state is willing to grant membership to the refugees or illegal migrants. They are not guaranteed rights by any 

state and live in precarious conditions.
	 The rights granted to citizens include:
	 	 • Political rights like the right to vote
	 	 • Civil rights like freedom of speech or belief
	 	 • Socio-economic rights like right to a minimum wage, and right to education
	 The purpose of the women’s movement and the dalit movement is to change public opinion by drawing attention 

to	their	needs	as	well	as	to	influence	government	policy	to	ensure	them	equal	rights	and	opportunities.
	 Citizenship is also about citizen-citizen relations and involves certain obligations of citizens to each other and to 

the society.
	 Citizens are the inheritors and the trustees of the culture and natural resources of the country.
	 Due to the right to freedom of movement, resistance builds up among the local people against so many jobs going 

to people from outside the area.
	 The right to protest is an aspect of the freedom of expression guaranteed to citizens in our Constitution, provided 

that the protest does not harm the life or property of other people or the State.
	 The courts may give a decision on the matter, or they may urge the government to address the issue.
	 A basic principle of democracy is that disputes should be settled by negotiation and discussion rather than force.
		 Equal	 rights	 for	 citizens	need	not	mean	 that	uniform	policies	have	 to	be	applied	 to	all	people	 since	different	

groups of people may have different needs.
	 The formal laws regarding citizenship only form the starting point and the interpretation of laws is constantly 

evolving.
		 The	concept	of	equal	citizenship	means	that	providing	equal	rights	and	protection	to	all	citizens	should	be	one	of	

the guiding principles of government policies.
		 Nation	states	claim	that	their	boundaries	define	not	just	a	territory	but	also	a	unique	culture	and	shared	history.
	 The national identity is expressed through symbols like a flag, national anthem, national language, or certain 

ceremonial practices.
	 India defines itself as a secular, democratic, nation state.
		 The	Indian	Constitution	attempts	to	provide	full	and	equal	citizenship	to	groups	as	different	as	the	Scheduled	

Castes	 and	 Scheduled	 Tribes,	 many	 women	 who	 had	 not	 previously	 enjoyed	 equal	 rights,	 some	 remote	
communities in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands who had little contact with modern civilisation, and many 
others.

		 The	Republic	Day	parade	 in	Delhi	 symbolises	 the	attempt	of	 the	 state	 to	 include	people	of	different	 regions,	
cultures and religions.

		 In	India,	citizenship	can	be	acquired	by	birth,	descent,	registration,	naturalisation,	or	inclusion	of	territory.
	 The rights and obligations of citizens are listed in the Constitution.
		 The	state	should	not	discriminate	against	citizens	on	the	grounds	of	race/caste/sex/place	of	birth,	or	any	of	them.
	 The rights of religious and linguistic minorities are also protected.
	 People may be displaced by wars, persecution, famine, or other reasons. If no state is willing to accept them and 

they cannot return home, they become stateless peoples or refugees.
	 The problem of stateless people is an important one confronting the world today.
	 Supporters of global citizenship argue that although a world community and global society does not yet exist, we 

should try to strengthen this feeling and work towards the concept of global citizenship.
	 The concept of national citizenship assumes that our state can provide us with the protection and rights which 

we need to live with dignity in the world today.
	 Global citizenship might make it easier to deal with problems which extend across national boundaries and need 

cooperative action by the people and governments of many states.
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	 National citizenship might need to be supplemented by an awareness that we live in an interconnected world 

and that there is also a need for us to strengthen our links with people in different parts of the world.
		 In	1950s,	 inequalities	were	maintained	in	southern	states	of	the	USA	by	a	set	of	 laws	called	Segregation	Laws	

through	which	the	black	people	were	denied	many	civil	and	political	rights.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	was	a	black	
leader.	He	gave	many	arguments	against	the	then	prevailing	laws:

	 	 •	 In	terms	of	self-worth	and	dignity,	every	human	in	the	world	is	equal	regardless	of	one’s	race	or	colour.	
	 	 • Segregation is like ‘social leprosy’ on the body politic.
	 	 •	 The	practice	of	segregation	diminishes	the	quality	of	life	for	the	white	community	also.
	 	 •	 The	Segregation	Laws	create	artificial	boundaries	between	people	and	prevent	them	from	co–operating	with											

  each other for the overall benefit of the country.
		 British	sociologist,	T.	H.	Marshall	sees	citizenship	as	involving	three	kinds	of	rights:
	 	 • Civil rights protect the individual’s life, liberty and property. 
	 	 • Political rights enable the individual to participate in the process of governance. 
	 	 • Social rights give the individual access to education and employment.
	 The Supreme Court of India gave an important decision regarding the rights of slum-dwellers in Bombay in 

response	to	a	Public	Interest	Litigation	filed	by	a	social	activist,	Olga	Tellis	against	Bombay	Municipal	Corporation	
in 1985. The petition claimed the right to live on pavements or in slums because there was no alternative 
accommodation available close to their place of work. If they were forced to move, they would lose their livelihood 
as well. The Supreme Court said, “Article 21 of the Constitution which guaranteed the right to life included the 
right to livelihood. Therefore, if pavement dwellers were to be evicted they should first be provided alternative 
accommodation	under	the	right	to	shelter.”

Know the Terms
	 Citizenship – Full	and	equal	membership	of	a	political	community.

	 Equal citizenship – Providing	equal	rights	and	protection	to	all	citizens	should	be	one	of	the	guiding	principles	
of government policies.

	 Equal/Full membership – All citizens, rich or poor, should be guaranteed certain basic rights and a minimum 
standard of living by the state.

	 Natural born citizen – One who is either born in the country or if one’s parents are the citizens of a particular 
community.

	 

CHAPTER-16
NATIONALISM

Revision Notes
		 The	Republic	Day	parade	in	Delhi	is	a	striking	symbol	of	Indian	nationalism	and	it	brings	out	the	sense	of	power,	

strength, as well as diversity which many associate with the Indian nation.

	 It is difficult to arrive at a precise and widely accepted definition of the term nationalism.

	 Nationalism has passed through many phases:

	 	 • It led to the unification of a number of small kingdoms into larger nation-states.

	 	 • It contributed to the break-up of large empires.

	 Some of the assumptions which people make about the nation:

	 	 • Shared beliefs - A nation exists when its members believe that they belong together.

	 	 • History - Nations perceive themselves as stretching back into the past as well as reaching into the future.

	 	 • Territory – Nations identify with a particular territory.

	 	 • Shared Political Ideals – Members of a nation share a vision of the kind of state they want to build.

	 	 • Common Political Identity – A shared political vision about the state binds the individuals together as a nation.
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	 Nations seek the right to govern themselves and determine their future development.

		 Re-organisation	of	state	boundaries	to	satisfy	the	demands	of	one	culture	-	one	state,	led	to	mass	migration	of	
population across state boundaries.

	 There is a paradoxical situation of nation-states which themselves had achieved independence through struggle 
now acting against minorities within their own territories who claim the right to national self- determination.

		 Every	state	in	the	world	today	faces	the	dilemma	of	how	to	deal	with	movements	for	self-determination.

		 The	solution	does	not	lie	in	creating	new	states	but	in	making	existing	states	more	democratic	and	equal.

	 A nation-state which does not respect the rights and cultural identity of minorities within the state would find it 
difficult to gain the loyalty of its members.

	 The Indian constitution has an elaborate set of provisions for the protection of religious, linguistic and cultural 
minorities.

	 In some states, identified communities also have the right to representation as a group in legislative bodies and 
other state institutions.

		 The	national	identity	has	to	be	defined	in	an	inclusive	manner	which	can	recognise	the	importance	and	unique	
contribution of all the cultural communities within the state.

	 It is impossible as well as undesirable to grant independent statehood to every group that sees itself as a distinct 
cultural group.

		 We	should	be	careful	not	to	allow	identity	claims	to	be	lead	to	divisions	and	violence	in	the	society.

	 In a democracy, the political identity of citizen should encompass the different identities which people may have.

Know the Terms
	 Nation- An ‘imagined’ community, held together by the collective beliefs, aspirations and imaginations of its 

members.

	 Nationalism – The right of self-determination to imply that every nation in the world should exercise a right to 
determine its destiny in all walks of life without interference of other states in the world.

	 State – A group of people having sovereignty, living in a fixed territory under the control of an organised 
government.

	 

CHAPTER-17
SECULARISM

Revision Notes
	 The Constitution declares that every Indian citizen has a right to live with freedom and dignity in any part of the 

country.
	 Secularism is first and foremost a doctrine that opposes all such forms of inter-religious domination.
	 Secularism is not anti-religious.
		 When	religion	is	organised,	it	is	taken	over	by	its	most	conservative	faction,	which	does	not	tolerate	any	dissent.
		 Many	 religions	 fragment	 into	 sects	which	 leads	 to	 frequent	 sectarian	 violence	 and	persecution	 of	 dissenting	

minorities.
	 As secularism is opposed to all forms of institutionalised religious domination, it challenges not merely inter–

religious as well as intra-religious domination.
	 Secularism is a normative doctrine which seeks to realise a secular society, i.e., one devoid of either inter-religious 

or intra-religious domination.
		 It	promotes	freedom	within	religions,	and	equality	between,	as	well	as	within	religions.
		 Education	is	one	way	of	helping	to	change	the	mind	set	of	people.
	 A state must not be run by the heads of any particular religion.
	 A state governed directly by a priestly order is called theocratic.
	 To be truly secular, a state must not only refuse to be theocratic but also have no formal, legal alliance with any 

religion.
	 A secular state must be committed to principles and goals which are partly derived from non-religious sources.
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	 The Western Model Of Secularism
	 	 • The state will not intervene in the affairs of religion and, in the same manner, religion will not interfere in the 

affairs of the state.
	 	 • No policy of the state can have an exclusively religious rationale.
	 	 • The state can neither aid any religious institution nor can it hinder the activities of religious communities.
	 	 •	 Religion	is	a	private	matter,	not	a	matter	of	state	policy	or	law.
	 	 • This form of secularism has no place for the idea of state-supported religious reform.
	 The Indian Model Of Secularism
	 	 •	 Indian	secularism	is	fundamentally	different	from	Western	secularism.
	 	 • Indian secularism took on a distinct form as a result of an interaction between what already existed in a society 

that had religious diversity and the ideas that came from the west.
	 	 •	 Indian	secularism	equally	opposed	the	oppression	of	dalits	and	women	within	Hinduism,	the	discrimination	

against women within Indian Islam or Christianity, and the possible threats that a majority community might 
pose to the rights of the minority religious communities.

	 	 • Indian secularism deals not only with religious freedom of individuals but also with religious freedom of 
minority communities.

	 	 •  Indian secularism has made room for and is compatible with the idea of state-supported religious reform, 
bans Untouchability, abolishing child marriage and lifting the taboo on inter-caste marriage.

	 	 •	 	 Indian	State	has	adopted	a	very	sophisticated	policy	in	pursuit	of	religious	equality.	This	allows	it	either	to	
disengage	with	religion	in	American	style,	or	engage	with	it	if	required.

	 	 •  The Indian state may engage with religion negatively to oppose religious tyranny.
	 	 •  The Indian Constitution grants all religious minorities the right to establish and maintain their own 

educational institutions which may receive assistance from the state.
	 	 •	 	 The	secular	state	does	not	have	to	treat	every	aspect	of	every	religion	with	equal	respect.	 It	allows	equal	

disrespect for some aspects of organised religions.
	 Criticisms Of Indian Secularism
	 	 • Anti-religious

w	 	 It	 is	 argued	 that	 secularism	 is	 anti-religious.	We	 have	 shown	 that	 secularism	 is	 against	 institutionalised	
religious domination.

w  It has been argued by some that secularism threatens religious identity. Actually, secularism promotes 
religious	freedom	and	equality.

	 	 •  Western import - Secularism is linked to Christianity, that it is western and therefore unsuited to Indian 
conditions. In reality, a secular state may keep a principled distance from religion to promote peace between 
communities and it may also intervene to protect the rights of specific communities.

	 	 •  Minoritism - Indian secularism advocates minority rights. The actual position is that when it comes to 
fundamental interests, voting as a democratic procedure is inappropriate. The most fundamental interest of 
minorities must not be harmed and must be protected by constitutional law. Minority rights are justified as 
long as these rights protect their fundamental interests. Minority rights need not be nor should be viewed as 
special privileges.

	 	 •  Interventionist - Secularism is coercive and that it interferes excessively with the religious freedom of 
communities. Actually, Indian secularism follows the concept of principled distance which also allows for 
non-interference. The state must act as a facilitator by supporting liberal and democratic voices within every 
religion.

	 	 •  Vote Bank Politics - Secularism encourages the politics of vote banks. If secular politicians who sought the 
votes of minorities also manage to give them what they want, then this is a success of the secular project. 
There is nothing wrong with vote bank politics as such, but only with a form of vote bank politics that 
generates injustice.

	 	 •  Impossible Project - Secularism cannot work because it tries to do too much. People with deep religious 
differences will never live together in peace. But, the history of Indian civilisation shows that this kind of 
living together is realisable.

Know the Terms
	 Ahimsa – Sanskrit word referring to adoption of the policy of non-violence against all.

	 Dharma – Sanskrit word referring to adoption of religion along with the basic principle to do welfare of all.

	 Satya – Sanskrit word referring to speaking of truth whatever the circumstances may be.

	 Secular – A doctrine that implies respect for all religions.

	 Secularism – State of separation of State and religion and to provide a theory of life and conduct as against one 
provided by the religion.
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CHAPTER-18
PEACE

Revision Notes
	 Peace occupied a central place in the original teachings of almost all religions.

		 Humanity	has	learnt	to	value	peace	after	paying	a	huge	price	for	its	absence.

	 Today, life is more insecure than ever before as people everywhere face a growing threat from terrorism.

	 Peace is often defined as the absence of war. The definition is simple but misleading.

	 Forms of Structural Violence

•  The traditional caste system treated certain groups of people as asprishya or untouchable. It was outlawed by 
the Constitution of independent India.

•  Patriarchy entails a form of social organisation that results in the systematic subordination of, and 
discrimination against, women.

•  Colonialism is prolonged and direct subjection of a people to alien rule.

•	 	 Racism	and	Communalism	involve	the	stigmatisation	and	oppression	of	an	entire	racial	group	or	community.

	 The psychological and tangible harm suffered by the victims of violence often creates grievances that persist over 
generations.

	 A just and lasting peace can be attained only by articulating and removing the latent grievances and causes of 
conflict through a process of dialogue.

		 The	Constitution	of	the	United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organisation	observes:	“Since	wars	
begin	in	the	minds	of	men,	it	is	in	the	minds	of	men	that	the	defenses	of	peace	must	be	constructed”.

	 Peace, as the harmonious coexistence of contented people, would be a product of a society. It can never be 
achieved once and for all. 

	 Peace is not an end-state, but a process involving an active pursuit of the moral and material resources needed to 
establish human welfare.

	 Pacifists, who consider peace to be a supreme value, take a moral stand against the use of violence even for 
attaining just ends.

	 The long-term solution of peace lies in making the state more accountable through meaningful democratisation 
and reining it in via an effective system of civil liberties.

	 Different approaches to the pursuit of peace :

• The first approach accords centrality to states, respects their sovereignty, and treats competition among 
them as a fact of life.

• It stresses the positive presence and possibilities of interdependence. It underscores the growing social and 
economic co-operation among nations.

• The third considers the state system to be a passing phase of human history. It envisages the emergence of a 
supra-national order and sees the fostering of a global community as the surest guarantee of peace.

	 Pacifism preaches opposition to war or violence as a means of settling disputes.

	 UNO has not succeeded in preventing and eliminating threats to peace.

	 Terrorists currently pose a great threat to peace through an adroit and ruthless use of modern weapons and 
advanced technology.

		 After	World	War	II,	countries	like	Japan	and	Costa	Rica	decided	not	to	maintain	military	forces.

		 The	disintegration	of	the	USSR	in	1991	put	a	full	stop	to	the	era	of	military	(especially	nuclear)	rivalry	between	the	
super powers and removed a major threat to international security.

	 Peace movements are numerous popular initiatives aimed at fostering peace.

	 The movement is sustained by people from diverse walks of life and includes workers, writers, scientists, teachers, 
media persons, etc.
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	 The movement has also created a body of knowledge called Peace Studies and effectively used new channels of 
communication such as the internet.

 Know the Terms
	 Armed race –The	 competition	 that	 emerged	among	 the	nations	 after	 the	World	War	 II	 to	develop	a	 stock	of	

weapons including nuclear weapons to become more and more powerful.

	 Disarmament – It refers to stop manufacturing and storage of deadly war weapons.

	 Non-Alignment – The foreign policy of a country to not belong to any block and take independent position on 
international issues.

	 Pacifism – A theory that preaches opposition to war or violence as a means of settling disputes and that war or 
violence of any form of coercion is morally wrong.

	 Peace – A situation of non-violence as well as to live in society and to work smoothly.

	 

CHAPTER-19
DEVELOPMENT

Revision Notes
	 The leaders can either concentrate on implementing plans regardless of protests or they can proceed democratically, 

carrying the people with them.

	 Development conveys the ideas of improvement, progress, well-being and an aspiration for a better life.

	 In a narrower sense, development refers to more limited goals such as increasing the rate of economic growth, or 
modernising the society.

	 In the initial years, developing countries adopted goals like faster economic growth through industrialisation, 
modernisation of agriculture and extending and modernising education.

		 In	India,	a	series	of	Five	Year	Plans	for	development	were	made	starting	from	the	1950s.

	 It was hoped that the emerging prosperity would gradually ‘trickle down’ to the poorest sections of society and 
help	to	reduce	inequality.

	 Critics of development have pointed out that the kind of development models which have been adopted in many 
countries has proved very costly for the developing countries.

	 The Social Costs of Development :

•  A large number of people have been displaced from their homes and localities due to the construction of big 
dams, industrial activities and mining activities.

•  ‘Narmada Bachao Andolan’ is a movement against the Sardar Sarovar Dam. The supporters of this big dam 
claim that it will generate electricity, help irrigate large areas of land and also provide drinking water to the 
desert	areas	of	Kutch	and	Saurashtra.	The	opponents	claim	that	almost	one	million	people	have	displaced.	
Some even argue that the dam would greatly upset the ecological balance submerging large tracts of forests.

	 The Environmental Costs of Development :

•  Global warming - The ice in the Arctic and Antarctica is melting because of increased emission of green house 
gases into the atmosphere 

•  Air pollution is already a problem which does not discriminate between the rich and the poor.

•	 	 Loss	of	 forests	affects	 the	poor	who	use	 forest	 resources	 for	a	variety	of	 subsistence	needs	 like	 firewood,	
medicinal herbs or food. 

•  Drying up of rivers and ponds and falling ground water levels means that women have to walk longer in 
order to procure water.

		 Inequalities	have	not	been	seriously	reduced	and	poverty	continues	to	be	a	problem	in	the	developing	world.

		 When	economic	growth	and	redistribution	do	not	go	together	the	benefits	are	likely	to	be	cornered	by	those	who	
are already privileged.
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		 When	economic	growth	and	redistribution	do	not	go	together	the	benefits	are	likely	to	be	cornered	by	those	who	
are already privileged.

		 Measuring	 the	 rate	 of	 economic	 growth	 alone	would	 be	 an	 inadequate	 and	 at	 times	misleading	 indicator	 of	
development.

		 An	alternative	way	of	measuring	development	is	Human	Development	Report	which	is	annually	brought	out	by	
the	United	Nations	Development	Programme	(UNDP).	This	measure	is	called	the	Human	Development	Index.	
According to this conception development should be a process which allows more and more people to make 
meaningful choices and the pre-condition for this is the fulfilment of basic needs like food, education, health and 
shelter.

	 Development became a process designed and implemented by the ruling sections in the country who have also 
often been the major beneficiaries of development projects.

		 The	crucial	issue	is	to	whom	do	natural	resources	belong?	Is	it	the	local	community,	the	state	concerned,	or	are	
they	a	common	resource	of	all	humanity?	If	we	understand	resources	as	common	to	humanity	then	humanity	
would include future generations as well.

	 The distinction between democracy and dictatorship is that in a democracy conflicts over resources, or different 
visions of the good life, are resolved through debate and a respect for the rights of all and these cannot be 
imposed from above.

	 Both democracy and development are concerned with realising the common good.

		 The	“top-down”	model	of	development	views	people	as	objects	of	development.

	 A decentralised approach to development makes it possible to use various kinds of technologies — traditional 
and modern — in a creative manner.

		 Efforts	should	be	made	to	conserve	natural	resources	and	use	renewable	sources	of	energy	as	far	as	possible.	For	
example, rain-water harvesting, solar and bio-gas plants, micro-hydel projects, compost pits to generate manure 
out of organic waste.

	 There is also a need to scale down our need for non-renewable resources by changing life styles.

Know the Terms
	 Democratic participation – The right of people to participate in decision making of political affairs.

	 Development (broader sense) – The idea of improvement, progress, well-being and aspiration for better life to 
constitute the vision for society as a whole and how to achieve it.

	 Development (narrower sense) – More limited goals like increasing the rate of economic growth etc.

	 Modernisation – A systematic process involving complementary change in the demographic, social, economic 
and political sectors of the society to increase material standard of living and subsidiary phenomenon.

	 Underdevelopment – The condition of low level of living, productivity, income related to political, ecological and 
economic environment tending to result in low level of life. 

	 


