
ISC Solved Paper, 2020
Class-XII

English Paper - I (Language)
(Maximum Marks :100)

(Time allowed : Three hours)

(Candidates are allowed additional 15 minutes for only reading the paper.

They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Attempt all four questions
The intended marks are for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].
(You are advised to spend not more than 45 minutes on Question 1, 55 minutes on

Question 2, 30 minutes on Question 3 and 50 minutes on Question 4.)
(You should begin each answer on a fresh page.)

Question 1
  Write a composition (in approximately 400-450 words) on any one of the following subjects: [25]
  (You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of appropriate 

style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar.)
  (a)  Recently, you travelled to a place you found peaceful and rewarding. Describe the place, the weather, the 

people, and the local activities that make this destination particularly attractive.
  (b)  Narrate an experience when you took on a responsibility in your school that you usually would not, and 

you were pleasantly surprised at the outcome.
  (c) “If winter comes, can spring be far behind?” Express your views on this statement.
  (d) Solitude.
  (e)  Students should be allowed to use electronic gadgets in the classroom. Argue for or against this proposition.
  (f) Write an original short story that begins with the line:
   The lone young man who sat hunched on the park bench had an unusual gleam in his eyes.
Question 2
  (a)  As the secretary of the Creative Arts Club of XYZ School, you organized an inter-school drama competition. 

Write a report for the school magazine in not more than 300 wards, detailing the success of the event based 
on the following points:

    Date, time and place – objective of the event – inauguration – schools involved – judges invited – response 
of participants – reaction of audience – plan for similar events in future.

  (b)  As a member of the Student Council, you have been given the responsibility of arranging for a career 
guidance workshop. Write a proposal in not more than 150 words, stating the steps you would take to make 
the workshop a success.

Question 3
   Answer sections (a), (b) and (c).
   (a)  In each of the following items, sentence A is complete, while sentence B is not. Complete sentence B, 

making it as similar as possible to sentence A. Write sentence B in each case.
    Example:
   (0) (a)  As soon as the bell rings, the children run out to play.

     (b)  No sooner…………………………………………………
   Answer: (0) No sooner does the bell ring than the children run out to play.
   1. (a)  When he returned, we asked him many questions.

     (b)  On his …………………………………………………………………
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   2. (a)  He arrived and the crowd went hysterical with joy.

     (b)  Scarcely ………………………………………………………………
   3. (a)  The bus service has been interrupted by floods.

     (b)  Floods………………………………………………………………….
   4. (a)  This scenery is breath-taking.

     (b)  How …………………………………………………………………….
   5. (a)  You are entitled to a discount as long as the offer lasts.

     (b)  So long …………………………………………………………………
   6. (a)  He is so tall that he cannot enter through this door.

     (b)  He is to ………………………………………………………………….
   7. (a)  The doctor said to him, “ Drink at least three litres of water every day.”

     (b)  The doctor advised ……………………………………………….
   8. (a) Sunita is the best debater in our team.

     (b)  No other ……………………………………………………………….
   9. (a)  Not only did he score a century but also took three important wickets.

     (b)  Besides …………………………………………………………………..
   10. (a)  I am sorry I am unable to accompany you.
     (b)  I regret my ……………………………………………………………..
  (b)  Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (Do not write the sentence.) [5]

   1. The antique furniture was sold ___________________ an auction.

   2. The tickets were sold ________________ within an hour.

   3. I realized I had walked ________________ a trap, but it was too late.

   4. She had walked ________________ two hours before she realized she was lost.

   5. Can he take __________________ the additional responsibility?

   6. She takes __________________ her mother in all her mannerisms.

   7. Neha turned ________________ a new leaf after the incident.

   8. I did not expect so many people to turn __________________ for the conference.

   9. The students were brought ________________ by wolves in the jungle.

  (c) Fill in the blanks in the passage given below with the appropriate form of the verb given in brackets. Do not 
write the passage but write the verbs in the correct order. [5]

   When Albert Einstein _____________ (1) (be) three years old, his parents __________ (2) (be) very worried. 
He _____________ (3) (seem) intelligent but had not spoken a single word. They _____________ (4) (take) 
him to many doctors who _____________ (5) (say) that they _____________ (6) (find) nothing wrong with 
the child. One day, at the dinner table, Albert suddenly said, “The soup _____________ (7) (be) too hot.” 
The shocked parents _____________ (8) (ask) him why he _____________ (9) (remain) silent for so long. The 
young child solemnly replied, “Everything _____________ (10) (be) in order until now.”

Question 4
  Read the passage given below and answer the questions (a), (b) and (c) that follow:
  (1) My job as the District Veterinarian in Darrowby Yorkshire, has thrown up some interesting moments. I was 

driving up to Pawson’s sheep farm one morning, when I saw this rare sight.
  (2) I suppose it isn’t unusual to see a man pushing a pram in a town, but on a lonely moorland road, this scene 

merits a second glance. Especially when the pram contains a larger gray dog. I drew up beside them and 
stopped. [5]

  (3) I looked at the pram, ancient and rusty, and at the big animal sitting upright inside it. He was a cross-bred 
greyhound, and he gazed back at me with unruffled dignity. I couldn’t help but admire his health and 
happy disposition.

  (4) “Nice dog,” I said. [10]
  (5) “Aye, that’s Jake.” The man smiled, introducing himself as Roddy.
  (6) That same evening, about eight o’clock, the doorbell rang. I answered it and found Roddy on the front 

doorstep. Behind him, stood the ubiquitous pram. One look at the prone dog warned me that something 
was terribly wrong.
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  (7) I threw the door wide open. “Bring him in.” [15]

  (8) I grabbed the animal round the middle and we lifted him onto the table. I watched in disbelief as the huge 
form lay there. There was no fight for breath, he was unconscious. His pulse was rapid and feeble, yet he 
didn’t breathe.

  (9) Understanding the symptoms, I said, “Roddy, he is choking. I’m going to have a look at his throat. [20]

  (10). I pushed Jake’s jaws apart, depressed his tongue with a forefinger, and shone my torch into the depths. 
He was the kind of good-natured dog who offered no resistance as I prodded around. I shall always be 
thankful that at that very instant the dog coughed, opening up the cartilages of the larynx and giving me a 
glimpse of the cause of all the trouble. There, beyond the drooping epiglottis, I saw for a fleeting moment a 
smooth round object no bigger than a pea.  [25]

  (11) “I think it’s a pebble,” I gasped. “Right inside his larynx. I’ll have to get it out.”

  (12) I seized a pair of scissors an clipped away the hair from the ventral surface of the larynx. I dared not use a 
general anesthetic, and therefore I infiltrated the area with local before swabbing with antiseptic. [30]

  (13) “Hold his head steady,” I said hoarsely, and gripped a scalpel. I cut down through skin, fascia, and the thin 
layers of the muscle until the ventral surface of the larynx was revealed.

  (14) And there it was. A pebble right enough---- gray and glistening and tiny, but big enough to kill. [35]

  (15) I had to fish it out quickly and cleanly without pushing it into the trachea. I leaned back and rummaged 
in the tray until I found some broad-bladed forceps, then I poised them over the wound. Great surgeons” 
hands, I felt sure, didn’t shake like this. 

  (16) I clenched my teeth, introduced the forceps, and my hand magically steadied as I clamped them over the 
pebble.     [40]

  (17) I didn’t breathe at all as I bore the shining little object slowly and tenderly through the opening and dropped 
it with gentle rat-tat on the table.

  (18) “Is that it?” asked Roddy, almost in a whisper.

  (19) “That’s it.” I reached for a needle and suture silk. “All is well now.” [45]

  (20) The stitching took only a few minutes and by the end of it, Jake was bright-eyed and alert, paws shifting 
impatiently, ready for anything.

  (21) He seemed to know his troubles were over.

   Adapted from: James herriot’s Favorite Dog Stories

  (a) (i)  Given below are four words and phrases. Find the words which have a similar meaning in the  
passage: [4]

    (1) deserves

    (2) undisturbed

    (3) being unable to breathe

    (4) wet and shining

   (ii)  For each of the words given below, write a sentence of at least ten words using the same word unchanged 
in form, but with a different meaning form that which it carries in the passage:  [4]

    (1) middle (line 16)

    (2) wound (line 38)

    (3) introduced (line 40)

    (4) well (line 45)

   (b)  Answer the following questions in your own words as briefly as possible:

    (i) What was unusual about the pram on the moorland road? [2]

    (ii) How did the narrator know that the dog was choking? [2]

    (iii) Describe how the narrator found the cause of the choking?  [3]

    (iv) What preparations did the narrator make before the surgery?  [2]

   (c)  Summarise how the narrator removed the pebble and saved Jake’s life. (Paragraphs 11 to 19). You are 
required to write the summary in the form of a connected passage in about 100 words. Failure to keep 
within the word limit will be penalized.  [8]
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SOLUTIONS
Answer 1 (a)

A visit to a peaceful place

Travelling not only helps to widen knowledge, it is useful to entertain the travellers as well, and if the location is at any 
natural, beautiful and peaceful place, the trip turns excellent. I went to an island of Indonesia last month to pass some 
days in a tranquil environment.

After completing my graduation, I took a short break for few months. After completing the break, either I have to get 
engaged in some job or pursue further education. Therefore, my parents advised me to have some trips or pleasure 
and they also advised me to get some practical knowledge of what life is. Therefore, I undertook the trip to follow their 
advice. I planned to pass a week in any peaceful island in Indonesia as my parents had been to that place earlier. They 
adored the place so much that I set my destination to go to one of the natural islands in Indonesia. I planned for the trip 
and inquired about everything I needed there. 

The island is named as Belitung. The island is a wonderful place to visit and this is a perfect place for some solo visits. 
It is located on the east coast of Sumatra in Indonesia. The island is divided into two districts – Billiton District, the key 
locality of the island and also the main attractive place, and the remaining part is known as the East Belitung District. 
The name of the island is derived from a local word which refers to the strike of the sea. The area earlier was hit by 
the sea waves and that caused serious damage to the people and properties. The island is well populated with Malay 
people and several languages are found here. The island is also filled with natural resources which help the locals to 
earn their living. 

The Belitung Island is really a place filled with natural beauty. The people of the island are friendly and I received a 
warm welcome after getting off the plane. A staff from the hotel, who I booked earlier, arrived at the airport to receive 
me. The hotel was located in the coastal area, a beautiful place I have never seen before. The beaches are exotic and it 
appears that the shadow of the blue sky is floating on the water. I mostly stayed near the beach to enjoy the sunset and 
sunrise. Fortunately, it was a moonlit night and the full moon from the beach was enjoyable indeed. I swam in the blue 
and clear water and sometimes I passed some lonely moments. The surrounding nature helped to think deeply about 
the life. It was the greatest lesson of my life. The place was less crowded and thus peaceful.

Answer 1 (b)

The word ‘carnival’ itself brings forth tremendous excitement in the hearts of kids and adults alike. The word spells 
enjoyment and an occasion of fun with friends and family. Every alternate year, our school organises a carnival for 
students, our families and friends. It is indeed a great occasion for all to get together and enjoy.

This year our school organised the carnival in the month of December and aptly called it the ‘Christmas Carnival’. A lot 
of preparations and hard labour went into making this carnival a successful event.

Every year, the head girl of the school plans the programme with the help of other cabinet members, under the 
supervision of the teacher incharge. Unfortunately, just few days before the carnival, our head girl fell ill. The organizing 
team got very nervous. God knows how did my name struck in my principal’s mind and she forwarded my name. I 
have been a topper in studies but had never handled such eminent responsibilities. I was in a shock, neither could I 
refuse to accept the duty nor could prepare myself confidently for it, but then I decided to accept it as a challenge!

We divided the classes into junior and senior groups and deployed at each stall in such an organised manner that they 
not only got an opportunity to shoulder the responsibility of the stall but also got time to visit other stalls and enjoy the 
carnival along with their friends.

Amongst the games stalls, the most popular ones were Nine Pins, Ring the Duck, Shoot the Basket, Test of Strength etc. 
However, the greatest attraction was The Golden Goal stall was where one had to kick a football into a three foot ring 
suspended in air. The stall grossed the highest amount amongst the games stalls.

A large variety of fast food items were served at the various food stalls. The best part of these food stalls was that the 
prices were kept quite reasonable as compared to the market prices, unlike other school carnivals, where the prices were 
almost doubled. 

Many of the senior students interacted with the crowds in the guise of clowns and other cartoon figures and enthralled 
the little kids.
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The carnival came to an end late in the evening with the prizes for the ‘Lucky Draw’ being announced. This year the 
carnival was a grand success with a record breaking six thousand people attending the event. The organising team 
received a lot of appreciation and immense credit was given to my ideas of planning and organizing, a quality I had 
never realized in myself ever before!

Answer 1 (c)
If Winter Comes Can Spring be far behind? 

This is the last line of Shelley’s famous poem: “Ode to the West Wind.” The poet depicts the terrible effect of the west 
wind in different spheres.

The line is an epitome of optimism. Though for the present, the cold winter be the ruler all around, yet the very 
approach of winter means the impending arrival of the spring season soon after winter. Winter must at last come to an 
end. It must be followed by the colourful spring which brings colourful flowers and bird’s sweet songs. After all, the 
circle of seasons must continue moving unhindered.

Day is followed by night and night by day. Similarly, in life every period of sorrow and despair has at last to come to an 
end. It is followed by a period of peace, comfort and joy. We must have a firm belief in the goodness of things and have 
a strong self-confidence. There is no occasion for feeling dis mayed. “If hopes are dupes, fears may be liars.”

The best attitude in life is that of an optimism. Joys and sorrows should be treated in their own stride. They should be 
given equal treatment. Robert Browning was a highly optimistic poet. He had another way of looking at things. If he 
ever had to face failure in life, he consoled himself by telling himself that he will get his reward or success in heaven or 
in the next life. 

It is said that Gandhi ji was not quite good at studies at school, but he had a very strong character. He was always 
truthful and honest. Once he refused to copy from the slate of another student the word “kettle”, even when his teacher 
encouraged him to do so, and we all know to what unachievable heights of greatness he reached later in his life. Thus, 
it does not mean that a student or child who seems dull or even stupid, may actually be so. His period of dullness may 
not last long or forever. He may show some new faculties undiscovered in him previously.

Like Gandhi ji, Einstein and Churchill were also said to be quite dull students at school. Now, as we know, one became 
one of the greatest scientists of the world the other became one of the greatest statesman of the world and the most 
popular Englishman. How did all this happen? It was because they had some qualities which were hidden or were not 
evolved in their childhood. As they grew up , their qualities developed and got revealed in the proper atmosphere.

It means that we should never give up hope. We should not entertain imaginary fears. We should stick to optimism in 
all circumstances. Thus, we must be assured that our sorrows, if any, are short-lived and a period of joy awaits us. Such 
thinking will always maintain our balance and peace of mind.

Answer 1 (d)
Solitude

The noun solitude is defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as “The state of being or living alone; loneliness, 
seclusion, solitariness (of persons).” Solitude is something that different types of people feel different about. To some, 
solitude is something to fear; the worst situation thinkable for that person. However, to others, solitude is something 
that they reach for, something to dream of. It is a state in which they can work and be completely focused on what they 
are trying to do. Or it just gives them time to think.

The word is scary to some people, but for many, solitude is one of the greatest aspects of their lives. I do not think that 
people see the advantages of living a solitary life. Most of the time they think that it would be miserable. For many 
people, their picture of solitude is someone pacing the house trying to escape boredom or loneliness in this aspect. I 
think differently. Solitude enables you to grow in many directions: in self-reliance, in enjoyment of life, and in dealing 
with life’s difficult situations. It is a way of getting to know oneself.

Many people misconceive solitude. A lot of people believe that they have to be with other people at all times. They 
never look inward nor outward—they do not even look back; solitude is left in the dust. When spending time with 
others, it is difficult to discuss things about yourself with yourself. I know that sounds funny, but it is very true. If you 
are spending time with others, you usually do what they want to do or you do something that involves all of you. You 
may learn things about what you enjoy doing—golfing, playing guitar, reading—but you never really learn about what 
your inner thoughts are. When people make assumptions about solitude, their misconceptions prevent them from 
learning about themselves.

Solitude helps you to believe in yourself. If you are always dependent on other people, you will not be able to deal with 
life’s changes. Solitude, however, helps you become more independent. Imagine yourself trapped on a deserted island. 
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There is nobody else within 300 miles. What would you do? Solitude helps you utilize your independent capabilities. 
You have to rely on yourself to use your own resources to solve the problems held before you. You have to rely on 
yourself to function. Self-reliance can help you solve not only small problems, like fixing the bathroom sink, it may also 
help you solve complex problems.

Answer 1 (e)
Should students be allowed to bring electronic devices to school?

India is a country of miscellaneous ethnicity. We have schools where girls are supposed to wear salwar and not supposed 
to be seen talking to boys. On the other hand, some schools have already introduced electronics with safeguards.

Digital literacy holds key to a promising career after school. Then what is the point in the ban of electronic devices in 
school?  Schools will need to evolve along with the rapidly changing world, so they will need to incorporate laptops, 
tablets, and cellular devices into the curriculum.

The use of personal technology devices in the classroom is prevalent at colleges and universities. Rather than embracing 
this trend, some faculty, departments and even entire institutions have started putting limitations on students’ use of 
personal technology in class.

 The world is slowly turning into a sci-fi mode, and schools are already buying huge amounts of electronics for classrooms 
and offices, why don›t they replace those back cracking books with light e-books. Shouldn’t children be given a digital 
advantage to compete in the global society?

While it is inevitable that students will be distracted at times, but putting constraints on the use of personal technology 
devices will not solve this problem. Restricting use of devices in the classroom is moving away from the trend of 
improving education by integrating technology. 

 Using technology is second nature to students. They have grown up with it and incorporate it into almost every aspect 
of their lives. Notebooks, tablets and cellphones are all technology that students are accustomed to and can use as 
ancillary learning aids. They should not lose access to potential learning tools that have known benefits in a classroom.

Many students are purchasing digital editions of textbooks instead of traditional printed copies for a variety of reasons, 
including cost efficiency, ease of accessibility, and environmental friendliness. E-books are typically accessed through 
a student’s personal device, such as a notebook, tablet or cellphone. Students should have access to them to look up 
information during class.

Personal technology devices have a range of features that can aid students with organization, such as note-taking 
applications, calendars and virtual sticky notes. These help students stay more organized by keeping all of their 
information centralized and connected between devices. 

Mobile devices give students Internet access. Although it can be used inappropriately by some (such as to check Facebook 
or Twitter), students often use the Net to find more information about a topic being discussed in class. Not only can 
students use their personal devices to find extra data on their own, but teachers can provide additional information that 
is easily accessible to their students.

Thus students should be allowed to use electronic gadgets in the classroom.

Answer 1 (f)
The Kind Man

The lone young man who sat hunched on the park bench had an unusual gleam in his eyes. He was silently watching 
the singing pigeons,trying to find little pieces of food to survive another day. They were happily walking and flying 
around, in a group or couples but none alone. Only he is alone, alone in life, like the wooden bench he is sitting on, 
witnessing people passing-by and laughing or talking; just living their lives.

While he was lost in thought, a young kid came close to him. He was holding on to a string, looking up at the sky, 
smiling at that colorful kite up there, far away.

The man looked towards the young kid, who was admiring the kite and smiling enthusiastically. “Would you hold on that 
one?” the little kid was talking to him, and stretching his arm with the string towards him.

 “Is there something wrong?” He asked the kid, wondering why the kid would entrust an old man to his toy.

The little one looked at him with the same smile on his face. “Yes, I want to get a sandwich to eat from my mom, up there.” 
The little kid pointed to the direction behind the man with a little gesture from his smiling face.” 
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 “But I’m old, I might lose it. Just hold it with you,” answered the old man, with firm voice.

 “She trusts you, and she wants to play with you,” said the young one to him.

The answer was astonishing to him. “Really? She wants that?” he was talking very seriously. He was believing the kite’s 
will.

“Yeah,” answered the kid and stretched his arm again. The man took the string from his young friend.

The little one just ran as fast as he could towards his mother . The man just looked up high towards his new kite friend. 
She was colourful, and flying in the sky proudly and happily.

It was less than 10 minutes till the little kid was back to him “My mom had prepared one sandwich, so we will share it.” “I told 
her to prepare two tomorrow, are you coming here tomorrow?” the kid asked his new friend. 

“Yes, I have nowhere else to go” the old man answered, with a bit of sadness in his voice. 

Next morning, the little kid came with the kite in one hand, and a little bag with two sandwiches on his other hand. He 
was happily approaching the bench, where his friend was sitting , in the same place, with the same clothes he left him 
wearing yesterday.

A scream broke the silence. “Mummy….Mummy”, the little boy was screaming and crying. His mother came running 
towards him. “What’s wrong my dear?” she asked her son in worry. “My friend…does not want to answer me…mummy” he 
answered with a crying voice, while still holding the kite in the other.

For the first time, she noticed the young man, with head sitting on his chest, she did not need much time to notice that 
the old man would never answer her kid. She shouted asking for help.

In a couple of minutes, there were a couple of families around her, and a man calling the emergency number for help.

“Did you know him? Is he a relative?” someone asked her. “No, I never met him before………he was my son’s friend. He is the one 
who had accepted my son as a friend, without even looking into his mental disability. For sure, he was a kind man.”

Answer 2 (a)

Inter-School Drama Competition

Drama is a strong medium of communication. In order to develop dramatic skills and promote acting ability among 
students, our school, organized an Inter School Drama Competition in the school auditorium on 27 August, 2019. The 
competition was limited to dramas in the English language. Eight schools participated in this competition.

The programme was presided over by respected Mayor of the city. Renowned names in the field of theatre graced the 
occasion. The programme started with the lightning of the lamp by the chief guests, followed by the Principal’s opening 
address bringing out the importance of dramatics in the overall development of children during their formative years. 

The theme was diverse, with the respective schools choosing their own dramas and showcasing their talents. Once 
the competition started, the teachers were more eager than the students or the participants. Each one supported their 
teams with full enthusiasm, cheering hard and waiting with folded hands and holding their breaths to know who 
will win. When the results were announced, our school won the first prize, with our drama based on Shakespeare’s 
famous tragedy “Hamlet”. Our joy was overwhelming, with everyone cheering us on. Even the participating schools 
congratulated us on our success and showed great sportsmanship. All the performances were of a high standard and 
were highly appreciated.

The auditorium was full throughout the day with enthusiastic and attentive viewers, who seemed to enjoy all the plays 
enormously. The students and teachers of our school played a stellar role in the organization and administration of this 
competition.

The day ended with the high excitement of the prize distribution. The head girl presented the vote of thanks. The 
faculty members of all the schools decided on organizing an event like this more often. The programme was a success.

 Secretary,

Creative Arts Club

XYZ School
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Answer 2 b
  Proposal for Arranging a Career Guiding Workshop
  Heading :-  To provide student with relevant careers information, advice and guidance that are suitable for 

their life, we propose to organize a career guidance workshop
  Objectives :- 
  	 •	 To	provide	students	with	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	opportunities	in	career
	 	 	 •	 To	help	students	fully	engage	in	career	planning
  Measures :- 
  	 •	 School	auditorium	will	be	required	to	hold	the	career	guidance	workshop.
  	 •	 Students	of	classes	X–XII	will	be	asked	to	attend	the	workshop	along	with	their	parents.
  	 •	 	The	arrangement	of	the	workshop	will	be	alone	by	the	institute	organising	the	workshop	along	with	

student volunteers.
  	 •	 	Career	councilors	will	help	the	students	to	evaluate	their	own	strengths	and	develop	positive	attitude	

towards study and work.
   We wish the proposal is accepted and the career guidance workshop is a success.
 Answer 3
 (a) 1. (B) On his return, we asked him  many questions.
  2. (B) Scarcely had he arrived, when the crowd went hysterical with joy.
  3. (B) Floods have interrupted the bus service
  4. (B) How breath-taking is this scenery!
  5. (B) So long as the offer lasts, you are entitled to a discount.
  6. (B) He is too tall to enter through this door.
  7. (B) The doctor advised him to drink atleast three liters of water every day.
  8. (B) No other debater in our team is as good as Sunita.
  9. (B) Besides scoring a century he took three important wickets.
  10. (B) I regret my inability to accompany you.
 (b) 1. at 5. over 9. up
  2. out  6. after 
  3. into  7. over 
  4. for  8. up
 (c) 1. was 6. could find
  2. were  7. is
  3 seemed  8. asked
  4. took 9. had remained
  5. said  10. has been
 Answer 4
 (a) (i) 1. Merits 3. Choked
    2. Unruffled  4. Glistening
  (ii) 1. Middle – The teacher was interrupted in the middle of her lecture as the children started shouting.
    2. Wound – The bandage was wound tightly around her leg where it was bleeding.
    3. Introduced – The guests were introduced to each other, during the wedding.

    4. Well – The little child fell mistakenly in the deep and empty well outside the house .
 (b) (i) It was unusual  to see a man pushing a pram on a lonely moorland road, especially one carrying a large gray 

dog. Through it was common in the town. 
  (ii) The narrator knew that the dog was choking due to his understanding of the symptoms. The dog was quite 

healthy when he saw it in the morning but now he was unconscious, without putting up a fight for breath.
  (iii) The narrator pushed the dog’s jaws apart, depressed his tongue with a forefinger, shoned his torch into 

the depths of his mouth, then prodded around inside. Fortunately, the dog coughed, opening up the 
cartilages of the larynx and giving a glimpse inside. Then the narrator saw a round, pea size object beyond 
the drooping epiglottis.

  (iv) Before the surgery, the narrator seized a pair of scissors and clipped away the hair from the central surface 
of the larynx. He then infiltrated the area with local anesthetic before swapping with antiseptic. Then with 
the help of scalpel, he cut down through the skin fascia and the thin layers of the muscle until the ventral 
surface of the larynx was revealed. And there he saw, a pebble. 
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(c) 
1 2 3 4 5

1. The narrator pushed a part of the

2. jaws of the unconscious dog

3. and lowering his tongue with 

4. a forefinger. He shones his

5. torch into his mouth. As 

6. the dog coughed his cartilages 

7. opened up, getting a glimpse

8. of the pebble lying beyond

9. the epiglottis. The narrator clipped

10. away the hair from the 

11. ventral surface of the larynx

12. with a pair of scissors, 

13. then he infiltrated the area

14. with local anesthetic before swabbing 

15. with antiseptic then with a 

16. scalpel. He cut down through

17. skin, fascia and thin layers

18. of muscles reaching upto the 

19. larynx. Atlast, he pulled out

20. the pebble with a forcep

 20×5 = 100 words

 Summary :

  The narrator pushed a part of the jews of the unconscious dog and lowering his tongue with a forefinger. He 
shones his torch into his mouth. As the dog coughed his carilages opened up, getting a glimpse of the pebble 
lying beyond the epiglottis. The narrator clipped away the hair from the ventral surface of the larynx with a pair 
of scissors, then he infiltrated the area with local anesthetic before swabbing with antiseptic then with a scalpel. 
He cut down through skin, fascia and thin layers of muscles reaching upto the larynx. Atlast, he pulled out the 
pebble with a forcep.
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 Attempt all four questions.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

(You are advised to spend not more than 45 minutes on Question 1, 55 minutes on
Question 2, 30 minutes on Question 3 and 50 minutes on Question 4.)

(You should begin each answer on a fresh page.)

Question 1.
Write a composition (in 400 – 450 words) on any one of the following subjects:  [25]

 (You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of appropriate 
style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar.)

 (a) You got involved in an event unintentionally. This experience helped you discover a hidden talent/interest. 
Narrate the incident and write how this discovery enriched your life.

Ans. I believe everyone has unique skills and talents, and that is what makes each one of us special. People have skills 
in areas such as playing an instrument, playing sports, being artistic, in acting, singing, and many more. People 
realize their talents at different stages in their lives. Everyone has at least one thing they are really good at. When 
each of us brings our individual talents together, the world becomes a masterpiece painting.

  I believe that everyone should try new things because you never know when you will discover a hidden talent. 
When I was in tenth grade, my school ran auditions for the school play, High School Musical. Being a Disney-
loving young boy, my best friend was ecstatic to have the opportunity to play one of the characters we had 
watched on TV so many times. The only problem was that I had never auditioned for a play before. I went to the 
audition hall in order to encourage him. But unfortunately he failed! He was very depressed. But he forced me to 
appear for the audition for his sake. He would be happy if I could make through, if not he. as he hard failed the 
audition.

  The day of my appointed audition was quickly approaching I still didn’t know if I wanted to audition or not. I got 
more and more nervous as each day passed. I finally decided to give audition just a couple of days before the big 
day. I was extremely nervous. As my group entered the audition room, my knees began to shake and my palms 
got sweaty. ''What was I thinking''? I thought to myself. I heard some.. “interesting” renditions of some of my 
favourite songs, and before I could guess it, my name was called. I walked to the square where we were supposed 
to stand. Being an inexperienced actress, my song of choice was 'Happy Birthday', a simple, classic song. In the 
beginning of this song my voice was really shaky, but by the end, I think' I did pretty well. When it was finally 
over, I let out a huge sigh of relief! About a week later the cast list was posted. I had made it! I was casted as a “fan”; 
it was only ensemble but I was ecstatic to be casted in my first play.

  Till today, I have acted in five plays and now I am preparing for the audition of sixth. If I had never auditioned 
for that first show, I would not have discovered my love for acting, or especially singing. I am even considering 
pursuing music in my college. I believe, people should step outside of their comfort zones because you never 
know what could change your life.

  “Everyone has talent. What's rare is the courage to follow it to the dark places where it leads.”  — Erica Jong
 (b) You went to a national park on a holiday with your family. During the safari, a wild animal walked across your 

path when you least expected it. Describe the animal's behaviour, your family's reactions and your feelings 
during this encounter.

Ans. 'National parks are areas of great natural beauty giving opportunity for open-air recreation, established so that 
national beauty can be preserved and enhanced, and the enjoyment of the scenery can be promoted to the public.

 I was excited when my father decided to take us to Bandipur National Park during the summer holidays. It had 
been a dream of mine. I packed my camera and  a pair of binoculars. As dawn broke, my parents and I started for 
the National Park from Mysore in a taxi. It was a 90 minutes smooth drive. At the check post, we changed over to 
a van and went into the forest.

 Now I have to tell you a few things about our guide. She was a woman who seemed very fragile, but she drove 
the vehicle on some very steep slopes without breaking a sweat!

 Her knowledge of animals and plants was impressive and she made us feel as if everything was always under 
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control. She stopped the vehicle very close to the rhinoceroses and explained some things about them, why they 
are called white, even though they have the same color as the black ones, she pointed to their ears that were 
moving independently etc. At one point, one of the rhinoceroses that was laying on the ground had got up 
and everybody became little frightened. That’s when she explained to us what their signs of aggression are and 
thankfully, we didn’t see any of those signs.

 We drove for a few hours, stopped to does not sound correct, and paused to take pictures. We also stopped on top 
of the hill to admire the surroundings. As we were climbing one hill, we saw a giraffe, but the guide shared with 
us that it was a bit of a ‘loner’ and that there are others that walk together, so we stopped to look for them.

 And then, we heard the alarm call of a Samber deer followed by the cackling of the langurs and peacocks. It was 
an indication that a tiger was on the prowl. A sense of alertness rose in us as we drove towards the distress call. 
Soon, our van shuddered to a stop. All my family members crammed onto one side to look outside. A majestic 
tiger was cooling itself by a pool. It was just 30 feet away from us! I craned my neck to look at the animal, but 
many heads were blocking my view. More vehicles converged near the pool. Ten minutes later, the tiger got up 
and shook its body as it went back into the forest. It turned around one last time and looked at us disdainfully 
before running into the bushes.

 We had some snacks on top of the hill, we drove again for some time and then the vehicle took us back to the 
starting point. It was an experience worth remembering!

 (c) A world without rules is a happier place. Argue for or against this proposition.
Ans. “If you can’t solve a problem, it’s because you’re playing by the rules.”
 Rules are meant to bring harmony in the society among the humans of different culture and different traits 

with their dissimilar thinking pattern. No Rule means, No control and then the chances would increase for the 
violation of values and norms and this could lead-to chaos. Thus, I strongly stand in favour of following rules in 
life.

 Rules are what bind us together, looking to each other for help and friendship without the fear of destroying 
each other. Borders enable us to live together without the fear of encroachment because you know what is mine. 
Boundaries set the limits as to how far you can go. We need rules and controls, borders and boundaries.

 A prosperous and free society is possible only when each individual is, by rule of law, protected from force 
imposed by others. Rules are an integral part of any society which help it to run smoothly.

 A state without laws and government would be anarchy. By definition, anarchy is a state of disorder due to the 
absence or recognition of an authority figure. Life without some type of rules to control us would literally be a 
state of disorder. There would  be no justice.

 With no laws, there would be nothing to compare to. If there were no models for people to say “okay, this is a 
good person, and that is a bad person” then we couldn’t really say what’s good or bad. I think the existence of 
rules keeps people from deviating from the norm for fear of consequences. Imagine there being no consequence 
or changes for murder or rape. How many scorned people are out there plotting revenge on people, but never 
act on their thoughts because they fear the repercussions of their actions. 

 If that cop car wasn’t positioned on the side of the road, would you have slowed down? What if you could steal 
a million dollars and never get caught, would you do that, knowing that stealing is “bad behaviour”? 

 I personally think the world would slip into chaos, people would be animalistic and act based on their instincts. 
Morals, values, justice, and guilt would cease to exist because people wouldn’t have been taught to feel remorse 
or sorry for their actions. People would do what gives them pleasure and avoid pain. 

 All in all, the world is a much better place with the rules and laws that we have in any particular place. Without 
the system in place, the world would be a much darker place.

 I would conclude that, as thief requires property to steal, world needs laws to run smoothly, people to live in 
harmony, to make justice, to get equal rights. 

 (d) Every individual has a mission to accomplish on this earth. Express your views on this statement.
Ans. "Every person above the ordinary has a certain mission which needs to be fulfilled" 
 Every now and then, we hear the clichéd question, ‘What is the meaning of life?’ or ‘What is the purpose of life?’ 

or ‘Why are we born?’. In most cases, we have our own agenda on what our purpose in life is.
 Our mission on Earth is two fold. The general aspect is that we are here to learn to bring more love into the world. 

The personal aspect is that everyone has his/her own peculiar, unique way of doing this.
 Our mission represents the centre of our life. The surrounding pieces represent our family, our relationship,  our 

work, our home, our health, our friend, and so on. Being at the centre, we are the most important person in our 
life, and we have come to this world to do something important. Otherwise we simply would not be here!

 If we are not in touch with our own desires, we will easily fall prey to expectations projected upon us by our 
environment. If we are not following our own path, then we must be following someone else’s! If we are not clear 
on our own life mission, we will find it hard to say “no” to what other people want us to do. 

 The best way to rebuild our fragile self and re-establish an inner sense of security is to make the search for our life 
mission, our number one priority, and subsequently fully dedicate ourself to it.

 Why is this so important? Because only this can give us  real joy in life.
 Our mission is inside us, manifested by our natural talents, desires and passions. We should look at what excites 
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us. What kind of activities bring joy and satisfaction? What is it that we spend countless hours on as a kid? 
 Most of us have our own life goals. They may include becoming a doctor, being rich and famous or representing 

one’s country in a certain field. Whatever the goal is for the vast majority of us, more often than not, it is 
predominantly a worldly one. Our entire education system is set up to help us pursue these worldly goals.

 We were sent to earth with a mission to fulfill. This mission has to do with our passion. If we want to be happy 
and fulfilled with enthusiasm, we have to discover what our mission is and organize our life and activities in 
functioning  of our mission.

 (e) Masks
Ans. “We wear the mask that grins and lies, It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes […]” .
 Many people wear masks that conceal their true identities and emotions. The masks we wear come in many 

different forms, from good to evil, and happy to sad. We all wear them at one time or another, some more than 
others do. We wear the masks to cover up the true us, and what we are really feeling. Inside we want to tell people 
what is going on in our lives, but we fear rejection and we fear that someone will make fun of us for what we 
believe and how we feel. 

          There are different kinds of masks we wear depending on how we feel. Some people feel the need to be friends 
with almost everyone no matter how mean the other person is to us. They often act nice to others and when they 
turn around, behind their backs, they change completely. They are brutal to the people they were just so nice to, 
all because they wanted to make them think that they were their friend.

           When we are sad about something in our personal life, most of the time we cover it with a fake emotion. We most 
often put a fake smile on our faces and act like nothing is wrong with us. We don't want to be made fun of or 
ridiculed for something that might hurt our cool image. We don't want others to view us as weak, so we put up 
an emotional barrier, a mask, to block the emotions so that no one will know how we feel. We put up this barrier 
to keep people from crossing into something that we don't want them to know, and when they cross the line, we 
lash out.

 Sometimes the emotions get so built up inside that it converts to anger. We still have the protective barrier, but 
that time its far touching. Anger is one of the many emotions that we don't hide, because it's so easy to show. We 
want people to know that something is wrong, but not specifically what that something is. All they need to know 
is that something isn't right in your life, and its not making you happy. Chances are in this stage that you don't 
really want to talk about it. People may try to get you to talk about what you are. Hiding one’s true feelings and 
identity behind masks can become torturous. 

 Mask that I wear is one that hides the way I really feel. I sometimes put on this mask if I am sad or worried to 
protect my friends and family from becoming worried or sad also. Another mask is the one I put on when I have 
to pretend that I like someone or something because you would be considered rude if you were to tell them how 
you really feel. A final reason I sometimes wear a mask is to become someone I’m not, due to pressure to fit in or 
to live up to expectations of others.

 (f) Write an original short story that begins with the lines :
  With a look of supreme confidence, she walked onto the stage................
Ans.  FIRST PERFORMANCE ON STAGE
  With a look of supreme confidence, she walked onto the stage. The auditorium was pitch dark. It was starting to 

get crepuscular outside. She  felt like 1000 butterflies had invaded her stomach.
  She was in year 4 when she had her first ever chance to sing on stage. Even though she was pretty exceptional 

at singing - I felt truly tense. The song that she was going to sing was ‘Fireworks’ by Katy Perry - which was her 
favourite song [at that time] – and she  was going to sing it with her cousins.

  She learnt the song in Sydney, where her family went on a holiday trip with her dad’s friend, Justin and his 
family. On the last day of the holiday trip, Justin uncle’s children decided to sing the song so she joined in with 
them. So, you know how she came to know the song.

  So there I was, backstage, rehearsing the words of the song in her head over and over again, even though she 
already knew most of the words off by heart. She could sense everyone’s nervous energy around her. Suddenly 
their names were called out in the microphone. “Elena, Justin, Stephen and Christine singing the song ‘Fireworks’ 
by Katy Perry!” shouted the DJ.

  They  heard a round of applause around  the stage, which was full of colourful spotlights.
  The last thing she saw, was a sea of faces staring out at her and the others as the music started…
  All of the sudden, she felt the bursting feeling to sing and heard her voice pour through the speakers. She felt like 

the words just swept the air around her. She kept on singing and finally  finished. They  all took a huge bow and 
raced down the steps to the audience. They received many claps, hugs and hi- fives that night.

  After that terrifying, but exciting evening,they went home – ah, ‘home sweet home’. On the tiring trip home, she 
asked her mum, “When’s the next show?” Everybody laughed, although they didn’t answer her question.

  This event affected her a lot, because she learnt to have more courage to perform something in front of others, 
even if she felt nervous or fearful. She felt fantastic and proud, because she had sung her very first song, without 
running away and screaming!
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Question 2.
 (a) An earthquake hits a state in your country. Write a newspaper report in about 300 words using the given points :

[20]
  Date, time, areas affected – damage caused to life and property – immediate rescue work – visit of dignitaries – 

relief camp set up – national and international reaction and concern – fear of epidemic and measures to control 
it – fund raising effort.

Ans.  EARTHQUAKE ROCKS GUJARAT
  At 08:53 hours on 26 January, 2001, an earthquake measuring 6.9 on the Richter scale devastated a large, drought-

affected area of northwestern India, the state of Gujarat. The epicentre of the quake was 20 Km. north east of 
Bhuj, a district 200 kilometres from Ahmedabad, the capital of the state. Some of the worst affected areas were 
Bhuj and Anjar where virtually all buildings had been razed to the ground. The entrapped village folks with their 
traditional architecture had lesser injuries and a higher rescue rate than did the semi-urban town people, who 
were trapped in collapsed concrete masonry buildings and narrow alleys.

  The Army has been requisitioned to help the civil administration in rendering immediate relief and rescue 
operation. Rescue work has been taken up on a war footing, with huge bulldozers and cranes deployed, to 
remove concrete debris, to search for survivors. Till late evening 250 people had been extricated from the debris, 
while thousands are still feared buried. Relief camps have been set up in all areas and the residents advised not 
to return to their houses, for there is fear of aftershocks, which occur after an earthquake.

  According to the Chief Minister , who has returned after making an aerial survey of the ravaged areas, the death 
toll could be about twenty thousand. In the press conference held in the evening, he appealed to the people of 
the state, the national and international agencies, to extend humanitarian aid to the affected people. Meanwhile 
a government official confirmed receiving messages of condolence and offer of aid, from many international 
organisations. 

  Fearing an outbreak of epidemic the state government has directed the administration to cremate the bodies and 
spray disinfectants, to prevent the out- break of an epidemic. The Prime Minister, while expressing deep shock 
over the tragedy, has appealed to the philanthropic organisations, and the people to extend a helping hand. 
He appealed to the public, to contribute generously to the special earthquake relief fund, being set up for the 
purpose. Many large organisations have responded to his appeal, and are rushing relief material in the form of 
food, clothes, and medicines. A few organisations are contemplating adopting some villages, for reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of the inhabitants.

 (b) As the President of the Social Service Club of your school, you want to arrange a visit to an elder care centre 
and spend a day with the residents. Write a proposal in not more than 150 words, stating the steps you would 
take to successfully brighten their day. [10]

Ans.  PROPOSAL FOR VISITING AN ELDER CARE CENTRE
  Heading : To know the importance of special care that elders need, we propose to visit an elder care centre and 

spend a day with their residents.
  Objectives : 
  l To eliminate the loneliness and boredom of the elders for a day.
  l To give them a feel of happiness with our games, fun and food.
  List of measures : The following list of measures will be followed :
  l Students of classes IXth and Xth will be a part of this visit.
  l A contribution of ` 200 would be collected from the students as the cost of food and transportation.
  l Students will be preparing a humorous skit to entertain the elders.
  l The students will try to connect with the elders through games and exchange of stories.
  We hope that this proposal will be accepted. Soon and our aim to provide some moments of joy and love to the 

elders will be fulfilled.

Question 3.
Answer sections (a), (b) and (c).
 (a) In each of the following items, sentence A is complete, but sentence B is not. [10]
  Complete sentence B, making it as similar in meaning as possible to sentence A. Write down sentence B in each 

case.
  Example : (0) (A)  On seeing the rat, she shrieked.
        (B) As soon as ...........................
  Answer :  (0) (B)  As soon as she saw the rat, she shrieked.
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  1. (A) His group called him a thief and liar.
    (B) He was ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) He was called a thief and a liar by his group.
  2. (A) He will miss his flight if he does not start on time.
    (B) Unless ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) Unless he starts on time, he will miss his flight.
  3. (A) He said that he had passed the examination.
    (B) He said, “ ................................................................................................... .”
 Ans. (B) He said, “I have passed the examination.”
  4. (A) He insisted that he was innocent.
    (B) He insisted on ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) He insisted on his inoocence.
  5. (A) But for the bad weather, the programme would have been a success.
    (B) Had it ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) Had it been a good weather, the programme would have been a success.
  6. (A) When the cat is away, the mice will play.
    (B) In the ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) In the absence of the cat, the mice will play.,
  7. (A) As soon as we finished our work, we went to the mall.
    (B) No sooner ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) No sooner did we finish our work, than we went to the mall.
  8. (A) The hot weather did not deter a huge crowd from turning up.
    (B) In spite of ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) In spite of the hot weather, a high crowd turned up.
  9. (A) When I returned to my desk, I found a note from the teacher.
    (B) On ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) On returning to my desk, I found a note from the teacher.
  10. (A) Binu is more courageous than his brother.
    (B) Binu's brother ................................................................................................... .
 Ans. (B) Binu's brother is not as courageous as Binu.
 (b) Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (Do not copy the sentence) [5]
  1. We should make an effort to bring .................. a change.
  2. It is difficult to bring .................. the meaning in one sentence.
  3. It is dark, so I turned .................. the light.
  4. Since I am not watching this programme, could you please turn .................. the television ?
  5. Please look .................. the word in the dictionary.
  6. We should not look .................. upon the poor.
  7. He agreed .................. me that learning should be fun.
  8. The committee agreed .................. the proposal.
  9. Mr. Ravi is supposed to take .................. when the manager retires.
  10. The child has taken .................. her mother in many ways.
Ans. 1. about 6. down
 2. out 7. with
 3. on 8. to
 4. off 9. over
 5. for 10. after
 (c) In the following passage, fill in each of the numbered blanks with the correct form of the verb given in brackets. 

(Do not copy the passage but write in correct serial order the word appropriate to the blank space.) [5]
  Since computers were first introduced to the public in the early 1980's, technology ..................... (1) (change) a 

great deal. The first computers ..................... (2) (be) simple machines designed for basic tasks. They ....................  
(3) not have much memory and they ..................... (4) (be) not very powerful. Early computers ..................... (5) (buy) 
for thousands of dollars and they were machines which actually ..................... (6) (do) very little. Most computers 
were separate, individual machines ..................... (7) (use) mostly as expensive typewriters or for ..................... (8) 
(play) games. Now, computers ..................... (9) (become) powerful machines and programmers ..................... (10) 
(create) useful applications every single day.
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Ans. 1. has changed 2. were
 3. did 4. were
 5. were brought 6. did
 7. used 8. playing
 9. have become 10. are creating

Question 4.
 Read carefully the passage given below and answer the questions (a), (b) and (c) that follow :
 1. I knew Chandu ever since the days he wore a piece of rag in the middle of his body. We played soldiering, 

shopkeeping, or clerking and other little games, which we invented ourselves.
 2. Chandu was my senior by about six months, and he always took the lead in all matters. And I willingly followed, 

because truly he was a genius at catching wasps, and at pressing the poison out of their tails, at tying their tiny 
legs to cotton thread and flying them, while I always got stung on the cheeks if I dared to go anywhere near the 
village well, where these insects settled.

 3. When we grew up, he still seemed to me the embodiment of perfection, because he could make and fly paper 
kites of such intricate design and with such balance as I could never achieve. To be sure, he was not so good 
at doing sums at school as I was, perhaps because his father apprenticed him early to the hereditary barber's 
profession. He sent him out haircutting in the village, and Chandu had no time for the home tasks which our 
schoolmaster gave us. But he was better than I at reciting poetry, any day, for not only did he remember but wrote 
the verses in the textbook, he could repeat the endless pages of prose in that book so that they seemed like poetry.

 4. My mother resented the fact that Chandu won a scholarship at school, while I had to pay fees to be taught. And 
she constantly dissuaded me from playing with him, saying that Chandu was a barber's son. I certainly hadn't 
inherited any sense of superiority. In fact, I was always rather ashamed of my formalized tight cotton trousers, the 
gold-worked shoes and the silk turban in which I dressed; and I longed for the right to wear all the spectacular 
conglomeration of clothes which Chandu wore – a pair of khaki shorts which the retired Subedar had given 
him, a frayed black velvet waistcoat, decorated all over with shell buttons, and a round felt cap which had once 
belonged to Lalla Hukam Chand, the lawyer of our village.

 5. I envied Chandu's freedom of movement, which he had after his father died of plague. For then, he would do the 
round of shaving and haircutting in the morning, bathe and dress, and then steal a ride to town, six miles away, 
on the footrest of the closed carriage in which Lalla Hukam Chand travelled to town.

 6. But Chandu was kind to me. He knew that I was seldom taken to town, and that I had to trudge three weary miles 
to a secondary school in the big village of Joadiala with the fear of God in my heart, while he had been completely 
absolved from attending school. So he always brought me some gift or other from the town – a paint brush, or 
gold ink, or white chalk, or a double-edged penknife to sharpen pencils with; and he would entertain me with 
long money descriptions of the variety of things he saw in the bazaars of civilization.

–Adapted from: The Barber's Trade Union
– by Mulk Raj Anand

 (a) (i) Given below are four words. Find the words which have a similar meaning in the passage : [4]
   (1) Having a lot of small details.
   (2) Passed on to a child by parents.
   (3) Convinced not to do so.
   (4) Walk slowly with heavy steps.
Ans. (i) 1. intricate 3. dissuaded
  2. hereditary 4. trudge
  (ii) For each of the words given below, write a sentence of at least ten words, using the same word unchanged in 

form, but with a different meaning from that which it carries in the passage. [4]
   (1) lead (line 4)
   (2) well (line 8)
   (3) kites (line 11)
   (4) right (line 25)
Ans. (ii) 1. Lead : This narrow path will lead us to the busy village market.
  2. Well : Peter could not attend the farewell party as he was not well.
  3. Kites : The price of commodity kites during times of emergency.
  4. Right : All the answers were right so he was awarded full marks.
 (b) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible in your own words.
 Q. (i) Mention the games that Chandu and the narrator devised for themselves. [2]
Ans. (i) Chandu and the narrator played soldiering, shopkeeping, clerking and other little games, which they 

invented by themselves. Chandu was also good at catching wasps and flying kites.
 Q. (ii) What had happened to Chandu's father and what did Chandu do to earn his living after his father's death ?

[2]
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Ans. (ii) Chandu's father had died of plague. After his father's death Chandu took over his father's profession of 
shaving and hair cutting.

 Q. (iii) What was the fact that the narrator's mother resented about Chandu ? [2]
Ans.  The narrator's mother resented the fact that in spite of being a barber's son, Chandu had won a scholarship, 

while her son had to pay fees to be taught. She also disliked the fact that he was a barber's son.
 Q. (iv) What made the narrator think that Chandu was kind to him ? [3]
Ans. (iv) The narrator thought Chandu was kind to him as Chandu knew that the narrator was seldom taken to 

town, unlike him, so he always brought some gift or other from the town – a paint brush, gold ink, white 
chalk, a double edged pen knife to sharpen pencils with, and would entertain the narrator with long merry 
descriptions of the variety of things he saw in the bazaar.

 (c) Summarize, in not more than 100 words, what the narrator admired in Chandu. [8]
Ans. 

1. The narrator thought that Chandu

2. was a genius at catching

3. wasps, pressing the poison out

4. of their tails, tying their

5. tiny legs to cotton thread

6. and flying them. He considered

7. Chandu an embodiment of perfection

8. as he could make and

9. fly paper kites of intricate

10. design and perfect balance. Chandu

11. was better than the narrator

12. at reciting poetry. He remembered

13. the verses in the textbook,

14. and could repeat the endless

15. pages of prose in that

16. book He admired Chandu's khaki

17. shorts black velvet waist coat a

18. round felt cap. He envied

19. Chandu's freedom of movement and

20. his concern for the narrator

 Summary :

  The narrator thought that Chandu was a genius at catching wasps, pressing the poison out of their tails, tying 
their tiny legs to cotton thread and flying them. He considered Chandu an embodiment of perfection as he 
could make and fly paper kites of intricate design and perfect balance. Chandu was better than the narrator at 
reciting poetry. He remembered the verses in the textbook, and could repeat the endless pages of prose in that 
book. He admired Chandu's khaki shorts black velvet waist coat a round felt cap. He envied Chandu's freedom 
of movement and his concern for the nattator.




