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CHAPTER-1
THE HARAPPAN CIVILIZATION

Topic-1 The Harappan Civilization and the Sources

Revision Notes

 Cell, a unit of life
		All living organisms are composed of cells, which are the fundamental unit of life.

  Civilization:

 ➢ Civilization is considered to be an advanced stage of human cultural development. 
 ➢ The period between 4000 and 3000 BC  saw the rise and growth of many civilizations. 
 ➢ The ancient civilizations flourished near the river banks as it provided water for drinking and irrigation. 
 ➢ The invention and use of metals enabled the civilizations to make  advancement.
 ➢ The first metal to be used by humans was copper. 
 ➢ The period when man used both stone and copper tools is known is the Chalcolithic Period.
 ➢ Later humans  learnt the art of mixing copper with tin or zinc to produce the alloy called Bronze.
 ➢ As a result of Bronze being used in the manufacturing of agricultural tools and weapons, four civilizations 

developed in the world. 
 ➢ Due to the important role played by Bronze in the growth of the civilizations, they came to be known as the Bronze 

Age Civilizations. 
 ➢ By about 2500 BC, four Bronze Civilizations emerged.

  These were:
(i) The Harappan Civilization in northern and western parts of India and Pakistan.
(ii) The Mesopotamian Civilization on the banks of river Euphrates and Tigris in modern Iraq.
(iii) The Chinese Civilization in the valley of Hwang Ho and Yangtze rivers.
(iv) The Egyptian Civilization on the banks of river Nile in Egypt.

  Harappan Civilization: Origin and Extent of Harappan Civilisation:
 A. The origination of the Harappan Civilisation is traced around 2500 B.C.E.
 B. The first site to be discovered in this civilisation was the city of Harappa in 1921.
 C. The extent of the civilisation was from the Punjab region in the modern day Pakistan to the states of Gujarat, 

Rajasthan and Haryana in India.
Features of the Great Bath
Characteristic features of the Great Bath are:

 ➢ It has a large rectangular tank in a courtyard that was surrounded by a corridor on all four sides. It was like an 
embankment.

 ➢ There are two flights of steps one in the north and the other in the south leading into the tank. The steps on the two 
sides of the tanks was for the ease of entry of people in the tank.

 ➢ The discovery of Indus Valley Civilization in the 20th century was an important event in the history of India.
 ➢ The Indus Valley Civilization is best known as the Harappan civilization.
 ➢ The distinctive objects of Harappa are seals, weights, stone blocks and baked bricks.
 ➢ Indus Valley Civilization is called as Harappan Civilization because Harappa was the first site to be discovered (in 

1921) which was situated in the Province of West Punjab in Pakistan.
 ➢ Mohenjo - daro was discovered in 1922.
 ➢ Both lie in the Indus Valley region.
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  Sources
 ➢ Our knowledge of the Harappan Civilization is based entirely on the archaeological remains such as buildings, 

pottery, sculpture, seals and cemeteries.
 ➢ A number of seals were discovered with a few letters engraved on each, but the script is not deciphered as yet.
 ➢ No adequate written records are available. Therefore, the major sources of our information are:

(i) The Great Bath: It is one of the largest public buildings at Mohenjo – Daro. It has a rectangular tank in a courtyard 
surrounded by a corridor on all four sides.

 ➢ The Great Bath is an important source of information that throws light on the life of the people and culture of the 
Harappan Civilization.

 ➢ The Great Bath is part of a large citadel complex that was found in the 1920s during excavations of Mohenjo-Daro, 
one of the main centres of the Harappan civilization.

 ➢ The construction of Great Bath indicates that the art of building had reached a high degree of perfection at that time.
 ➢ The massive structure points out that there might have existed a ruling class that could mobilise labour, collect taxes 

and build such a huge structure for the public.
 ➢ Most of the scholars agree that the Great Bath might have been used for religious purposes. This indicates the 

importance attached to ceremonial bathing in sacred tanks, pools and rivers since time immemorial.
 ➢ The design of the Great Bath portrays the efficient planning in the structural features relating to water supply and 

sewage disposal.
(ii) The Citadel: The raised area of each city was called the citadel. It owed its height to the buildings constructed on 

mud brick platforms.
 The citadel had the houses of the ruling class and important buildings like the Great Bath, the Granary, the Assembly 

hall and the workshops.
 The Citadel points to elaborate planning that went into the development of cities and justifies that the Harappan 

Civilization was an Urban Civilization.
(iii)  Seals: The Seals used by Harappans show their artistic skills. They were made of terracotta, steatite, agate, etc. 
 About 2000 Seals have been discovered. Of these a great majority comprise short inscriptions with pictures of the 

One-horned rhino not bull, buffalo, tiger, goat, elephant and bull.
 Harappan seals provide useful information about the script, bull trade, religion and beliefs of the Harappans.
 Seals of Pashupati Mahadev and unicorn shows their mythical beliefs.
 The seals were used by traders to stamp their goods. These seals were found in different regions which indicates 

that Harappan trade had spread over a vast area.
(iv) Bearded Man: The stone sculpture of a man with a beard was discovered from Mohenjo – Daro.
 The statue has a shawl worn over the left shoulder and the eyes are half – closed. Scholars believe that it is a statue 

of Yogi. It is made of Steatite.
(v) Dancing Girl: The bronze statuette of a dancing girl, found at Mohenjo – Daro is a masterpiece of art and it shows 

a high degree of development in the art of sculpture.
 It was created over 4,500 years ago and is a rare and unique masterpiece.
(vi) Dockyard: A rectangular dockyard was discovered at Lothal in Gujarat. It was surrounded by a massive brick wall, 

probably as a protection against floods. The dockyard of baked bricks connected by channels to Gulf of Cambay.
 Lothal was an important trading and manufacturing centre of the Indus Valley Civilization and was used for 

carrying out overseas trade.
(vii)  Script: The Harappans used a script which is regarded as pictographic. It had signs representing birds, fish and 

varieties of the human form.
 The script is found inscribed on a number of seals, copper tools, ruins of jars, copper and terracotta tablets, jewellery 

and an ancient signboard.

Key Words

 ➢ Civilization:  Civilization is said to be an advanced stage of human cultural development. It implies the use of 
superior technology and complex economic relationships.

 ➢ Bronze: An alloy of copper with tin or zinc is called Bronze.
 ➢ Chalcolithic Period: The period when man used both stone and copper tools is known as the Chalcolithic Period.
 ➢ Bronze Age Civilizations: Because of the importance of bronze in the growth of the first civilizations, these 

civilizations are known as the Bronze Age Civilizations.
 ➢ The Citadel: The raised area of each city was called the Citadel.
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Know the Dates
 ➢ 1921: Daya Ram Sahni discovered Harappan site.
 ➢ 1922: R.D. Banerjee discovered Mohenjo-Daro site.
 ➢ 1931: N.G. Mazumadar discovered Chanhudaro site.
 ➢ 1953: B.B. Lal and A.N. Ghosh discovered Kalibangan site. 
 ➢ 1955: Fazal Ahmad Khan discovered Kot Diji site.
 ➢ 1957: S.R. Rao discovered Lothal site.
 ➢ 1972: J.P. Joshi discovered Surkotada site.
 ➢ 1990-91: R.S. Bisht discovered Dholavira site.

Topic-2 Origin, Extent, Urban Planning, Trade, Art & 
Craft

Revision Notes

 Origin of the Civilization
 ➢ There are several theories about the origin of the Harappan Civilization.

(i) Foreign Origin: According to few scholars, the Harappan Civilization was a branch of the Mesopotamian 
Civilization. However, excavations at various the Harappan sites have indicated striking differences 
between the Harappan and Mesopotamian Civilization.

 Some scholars also held the view, that trade with Mesopotamian played an important role in transformation 
of the Harappan Civilization from the early stage to the mature phase.

(ii) Indigenous Origin: The Harappan culture according to few historians was a result of extensive local 
village cultures and not of foreign origin. These cultures contributed to the growth of the civilization, 
together with the external stimulus provided by trade contacts with mesopotamia.

 Extent of the Civilization
 ➢ This civilization occupied the largest area amongst the ancient civilizations.
 ➢ The entire area of the civilization was triangular in shape and accounts for about 1.4 million sq. km.
 ➢ It extended from Sutkagendor in the West to Alamgir in the east and from Manda (Jammu) in the north to Bhagatrav 

in Narmada estuary in the south.
 ➢ It covered parts of Punjab, Harayana, Sindh, Baluchistan, Gujarat, Rajasthan and the fringes of western Uttar 

Pradesh.
 Harappan Cities:

 ➢ The two most important Harappan cities are Harappa in Montgomery district of Punjab and Mohenjo-daro in 
Larkana district of Sindh (now both in Pakistan).

 ➢ These two cities are linked by the river Indus and hence the name of the civilisation.
 ➢ A third city lies at Chanhudaro, almost 130 km south of Mohenjo-daro.
 ➢ The fourth city is at Lothal in Gujarat, at the head of the Gulf of Cambay. 
 ➢ The fifth city lies at Kalibangan in northern Rajasthan.
 ➢ The sixth city Banawali is situated in Hissar district in Haryana.
 ➢ The Harappan culture has been found in its mature and flashing state not only in these six cities but also in 

Sutkangendor and Surkotada, each of which has a citadel.
 ➢ The later Harappan phase has also been discovered in Rangpur in Kathiawar in Gujarat.

 Features of Urban Planning
 ➢ The most striking feature of the Harappan Civilization is its Urban planning.
 ➢ The Indus cities differed from the Sumerian cities in Mesopotamian Civilization, in modern Iraq.
 ➢ While the Sumerian cities developed around the temple and followed a circular pattern, the Indus cities followed 

a grid pattern.
 ➢ This is indicated by the regularity of the divisions, the alignment of streets, the planning of the houses and public 

buildings with the provision for thoroughfares.
 ➢ The main characteristics of town planning were the following:-
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(i) Each city was divided into two parts – the raised area called the `Citadel’ and the `lower town’. The 
western part was built on a mud- brick platform called Citadel. It had high walls to provide protection 
during floods or war. The Citadel owed its height to the buildings which were constructed on mud brick 
platforms. Archaeologists have found that the Citadel was divided into two areas. The higher area housed 
important buildings like the Great Bath, the granary, the assembly hall, fire altars, the workshops and 
houses for the ruling class. The Citadel was separated from the lower town by a wall. Below the Citadel, 
to the eastern side of the settlement, lay the lower town containing brick houses for the common people 
who lived and worked there. This indicates some sort of social classification. It also provides evidence to 
elaborate town planning that justifies the Harappan Civilization as an Urban civilization.

(ii) The main streets followed a grid pattern running from north to south or from east to west.
(iii) The houses at the street corners were rounded to allow carts to pass easily.
(iv) House drains emptied all waste water into the street drains.
(v) The streets crossed the main road at right angles, dividing the entire city into square or rectangular blocks 

which were further divided into lanes. The main streets were wide and intersected each other at right 
angles.

 Houses:
 ➢ The buildings were made of both burnt bricks and mud and mortar. The main characteristics of houses were the 

following:
(i) The residential buildings were built according to a set plan on a high mound to protect them from floods. 

They had deep foundations.
(ii) The size of the houses varied from single room to bigger houses with courtyards, up to twelve rooms, 

most of the houses had a separate bathing area, a kitchen and a well in the courtyard for supply of water. 
Each house had covered drains connected with street drains.

(iii) Each house had a roof made of mud, reed and wood. Each house had doors, windows and ventilators. 
Doors and windows opened on the side of the streets and not on the main roads.

(iv) The entrances of the houses were from the narrow lanes which cut the streets at right angles.
(v) The kitchen was placed in a sheltered cover of the courtyard and the ground floor contained store-rooms 

and well chambers.
(vi) The houses were one and two – storey high, showing advanced a knowledge of constructions.

 Harappan Monumental Architecture
 ➢ The contribution of the Harappans to architectural design is evident from the following public buildings.

(i) Granary: It was one of the remarkable building at Harappa. This was a big hall used for storing grains. 
It was built on a raised platform to protect it from floods. Granaries have been found at several sites 
of Mohenjo-daro, Harappa, Lothal and Kalibangan. Working floors consisting of rows of circular brick 
platforms were discovered to the south of the granaries in Harappa. It is believed that these floors were 
meant for threshing grain because wheat and barley grains were found in the cervices of the floor. The 
location of Harappa near the river Ravi suggests that food grains were brought to this place by boats. The 
granary had ventilation to prevent the grains from becoming mildewed.

(ii) The Great Bath: For the details please refer to the topic of sources (under the heading The Great Bath) in 
Topic 1.

(iii) An Assembly Hall: It was another important building with a pillared hall, long corridors and low benches. 
This was used as an Assembly Hall for ceremonial and administrative duties.

 Trade in the Harappan  Civilization
 ➢ People of the Harappan Civilization were greatly reliant on trade. They traded with different civilization like Persia, 

China and Mesopotamia, the Harappans were also known to trade in the Arabian Gulf region, central parts of Asia, 
portions of Afghanistan and northern and western India.

 ➢ The Harappan seals have been found at Mesopotamian archaeological sites which depicts their trade relations with 
the outer world. A wide variety of weights and measures were used in trading, and it was most probably carried 
out through the barter system.

 ➢ Both sea and land routes were used by the traders. Bullock carts, boats and ships were used for transport of goods. 
Even a dockyard has been discovered at the city of Lothal. 

 Art and Craft
 ➢ The Harappan culture belongs to the Bronze Age and therefore they were well-acquainted with the manufacture 

and use of bronze.
 ➢ Spindle whorls and needles have also been discovered made of terracotta and faience. Weavers wove cloth of wool 

and cotton. The goldsmiths made jewellery of silver, gold, copper, bronze and precious stones.
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 ➢ The potter's wheel was in full use. Many of the things that were produced at the Harappan civilization were probably 
the work of specialists.

 ➢ Harappans were not expert in their art work. The inner walls of their houses were coated with mud plaster without 
paintings. The outer walls facing the streets were of plain bricks.

Key Words

 ➢ Granary: Big hall used for storing grains.
 ➢ Citadel: The raised area of each city was called the Citadel. It was built on a raised platform.
 ➢ Assembly Hall: It was a gathering hall used for ceremonial and administrative duties.

Topic-3 Decline of the Civilization

Revision Notes

  The Harappan Civilization is said to have declined between 1800 BC to 1700 BC. The following reasons are put 
forward in the context of this decline.
1. Earthquakes and Epidemics: Earthquakes and epidemics may have caused the destruction of the Harappan 

cities.
2. Floods: Some scholars have the opinion that continuous floods in Mohenjo-Daro led to the abandonment of 

the settlement. They have inferred this from the fact that the houses and streets at Mohenjo-daro were found 
covered with silty clay left by the flood waters which had submerged the streets and houses.

3. Invasion of Aryans: According to historian Mortimer Wheeler it is believed that Aryans had invaded and 
destroyed the Indus settlements and cities.

4. Deforestation: The Indus Valley Civilization had a large population. Large quantity of overuse of the natural 
resources and vegetation around the settlements might have led to desertification of the area making it unfit 
for habitation. Enormous quantities of wood was needed as fuel, to produce bronze. Wood was also needed to 
produce jewellery, to bake bricks, pottery, stoneware and to make boats and furniture. This could have caused 
deforestation leading to climatic change in the region.

5. Increased Aridity: Harappan Civilization may have because of the increasing aridity in the area and the drying 
up of the rivers Yamuna, Ghaggar and Sutlej because of some tectonic disturbances. The ecological disturbance 
caused by the increased aridity could be the reason of the declining of the civilization.

  The Contribution of Indus Valley Civilization

 ➢ Heritage: The people of Harappa gave to the world its earliest cities, town planning, architecture in stone and 
clay and showed their concern for health and sanitation. Many of its features were found in the later cultural 
development. The Harappan way of making baked pottery, bricks, beads, jewellery, textiles, etc, were adopted by 
the later civilizations. One of the most remarkable achievements of the Harappan people was cultivation of cotton, 
which was adopted by the Egyptians after several centuries. In the religious sphere, the worship of Pashupati Shiva, 
the female deity as mother goddess, sacred trees, animals, etc. were prevalent during that time and some of them 
have continued to this day.

Key Words

 ➢ Debris : Scattered pieces of remains

 ➢ Aridity : Deficiency of moisture especially when resulting from permanent absence of rainfall resulting in drying 
up of rivers and water bodies.

Know the Dates
 ➢ 1500 BC: Aryans began to arrive in India.

 ➢ 1800 BC: The Harappan Civilization declined.
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CHAPTER-2
THE VEDIC PERIOD

Topic-1 Sources: Vedas and Epics Iron Artefacts and 
Pottery

Revision Notes

  Introduction:
 ➢ The period when Aryans first settled in India between 1500-1000 BC is referred to as the Early Vedic Period.
 ➢ This is the period when iron had come to be used. It is believed that Aryans followed the course of the rivers and 

settled along the Valley of Yamuna and Ganga.
 ➢ The iron tools helped them to clear the forests. The clearing of the forests led them to move in the eastward and the 

south – eastward directions. 
 ➢ This period is known as the Later Vedic Age between (1000 BC to 500 BC).
 ➢ The culture of the period is referred to as Vedic culture because it was based on the Vedic texts.

  Sources
(A) Literary Sources:

 ➢ The Vedic Texts may be divided into two broad chronological groups:
(a) The Early Vedic texts (1500-1000 BC), when most of the hymns of the Rig Veda were composed.
(b) The Later Vedic texts (1000-500 BC) to which belong the remaining Vedas and their branches.

 ➢ The Vedic Literature can be classified into the following categories:-
(i) The four Vedas are the Rig Veda, the Sama Veda, the Yajur Veda and the Atharva Veda and their Samhitas.
(ii) The Brahmanas attached to each samhitas
(iii) The Aranyakas 
(iv) The Upanishads 

 ➢ The Vedas became the storehouse of knowledge because the social, economic, political and religious aspects of the 
life of the people came to be reflected in the Vedic literature.

 ➢ The Vedic literature was written in Sanskrit. The term ‘Veda’ has been derived from the Sanskrit word ‘Vid’ which 
means knowledge.

 ➢ Vedic literature is divided in two parts, namely: the Shruti and Smriti. 
 ➢ It is believed that the Shruti was revealed to the sages by God and they passed on that knowledge orally from 

generation to generation.
 ➢ On the other hand, Smriti literature was composed by the Rishis.

1. The Vedas: The Vedas are a collection of religious hymns meant to please various gods and goddesses. There are 
four Vedas.

(i) The Rig Veda
 ➢ It has 1028 hymns.
 ➢ It is the oldest religious text in the world and is therefore, known as ‘the first treatment of mankind’.
 ➢ It is divided into 10 mandalas. It is said to have been composed during the early Vedic period.
 ➢ The hymns are dedicated by the sages to gods.
 ➢ They were passed on orally from teachers to their disciples.
 ➢ The Rig Vedic hymns are the authentic sources of knowledge of the life of people of the time.
 ➢ Much of the Indian philosophy is based on the Rig Veda.
 ➢ It also contains the famous ‘Gayatri Mantra’.
 ➢ Although religious in nature, the Vedas are the valuable source of information on various subjects.

(ii) The Sama Veda 
 ➢ The term ‘Sama’ means ‘sweet song’ or ‘the melody’.
 ➢ In this Veda, some of the hymns are borrowed from the Rig Veda.
 ➢ These hymns are meant to be sung at the time of the sacrifice by the priests.
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(iii) The Yajur Veda:
 ➢ It deals with hymns recited during the performance of Yajnas.
 ➢ The hymns in this Veda throw light on the social and religious life of the Aryans.

(iv) The Atharva Veda:
 ➢ The hymns contained in this Veda deal with magic and charm.
 ➢ Most of the hymns are taken from the Rig Veda.
 ➢ Besides the powers of spirits, the hymns deal with gyan (knowledge), karma (action) and (invocation). Some hymns 

also deal with medicines for the treatment of the various diseases.

  The Brahmanas
 ➢ Written after the Vedas with their simple commentary, the Brahmanas are in prose.
 ➢ They explain the social and religious importance of rituals as well as the value of sacrifices.
 ➢ The Brahmanas are of great historical value. Each Veda has several Brahmanas.

  The Aranyakas
 ➢ They are known as ‘forest books’ written for the guidance of the hermits and students living in the forests.
 ➢ They form the concluding part of the Brahmanas.
 ➢ Their main themes are mysticism and philosophy.

  The Upanishads:
 ➢ They are philosophical commentaries on the Vedas.
 ➢ The doctrines such as Karma, Moksha and Maya are explained in detail.
 ➢ The Upanishads form the basic source of Indian Philosophy.
 ➢ Composed by different sages, they are said to form the foundation on which later additions to Vedic Literature  

rest.

  Allied Vedic Literature: Some other literature of the Vedic Period includes the Vedanyas, the Sutras, the Upavedas, 
the Darshanas, the Dharmashastras and the Ashtadhyaya.

2. The Epics: The Ramayana and the Mahabharata were two important epics.
 ➢ The Ramayana:

 y The Ramayana was originally composed in Sanskrit. The Sanskrit version is said to be the work of Maharishi 
Valmiki.

 y The story of Ramayana revolves around Rama and the abduction of his wife Sita by a demon king, Ravana. 
The battle between Rama and Ravana; duty, devotion and love shown by the brothers is told in detail.

 ➢ The Mahabharata:
 y It was written by Ved Vyas. It was originally written is Sanskrit language. The Bhagwad Gita, which forms 

a part of the Mahabharata is one of the most popular religious texts considered sacred by many people in 
India. The interests of self-might conflict with duty and whenever there is such a conflict the Bhagwad Gita 
gives the answer. That is the secret of the undying popularity of this religious text. It teaches that the soul is 
immortal.

 ➢ The Importance of the Epics
(i) The Epics serve as the main source of information on the political institutions and the social and cultural 

organization of the Vedic Age.
(ii) They reveal the high ideals of family life of the Aryans.
(iii) They provide information on various Aryan kingdoms, their armies and weapons used. The Kshatriyas 

were entrusted with the defence of their kingdoms and they believed that death on the battlefield was the 
noblest act in life of a warrior.

(iv) The Epics are considered as the finest literary works of the ancient period and are acclaimed for their 
literary and philosophical value.

(v) The great heroes, depicted in the Epics are the embodiment of high moral principles and made a great 
impact on successive generations.

(vi) The Bhagwad Gita elaborates the Karma Philosophy and the immortality of the soul.

  Iron Artifacts
 ➢ The Vedic Period (1000 BC) witnessed the use of iron at a large scale as it was available in many areas. Also iron was 

the hardest and the cheapest available metal in comparison to bronze and copper. 
  It was used in different areas:
 (a) Agriculture: Iron made Aryans to develop various equipment for farming, for example, axes to clear forest 

and cultivate the land, sickle, hoes and plough-heads. With the help of iron tools, vast tracts of land were 
taken under cultivation. Also, there was a vast change in the living standard of people due to the cultivation 
of rice, wheat, barley, vegetables and fruits.
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 (b) Occupation: The use of iron gave rise to new trade by providing durable equipment like, chisels, hammer, 
nails and tongs. Such equipment gave rise to new occupations such as weaving, spinning, carpentry, tanning 
and tool making.

 (c) Defence: As iron was the hardest metal, therefore it was extensively used in weapon making, like swords, 
armours and shields. 

  Pottery
 ➢ The Vedic Era saw the emergence of Painted Grey Ware (PGW) Culture:

 The Rig Vedic sites have PGW. This pottery is an Iron Age pottery found in Gangetic plain and Ghaggar – Hakra 
valley, lasting from roughly 1200 BC – 600 BC. Mathura was the largest PGW site.

 ➢ Later Vedic Era – NBPW
 The Later Vedic people were acquainted with 4 types of pottery – Black-and-red ware, black-slipped ware, 

painted grey ware and red ware.
 ➢ End of Later Vedic Era – NBPW

 Towards the very end of Later Vedic Age around 6th century BC, we see the emergence of 2nd phase of 
urbanization (1st being Indus Valley Civilization). This era marked the beginning of the Northern Black Polished 
Ware (NBPW).

Key Words
 ➢ Vid: ‘knowledge’ in Sanskrit.
 ➢ Shruti Literature: It was revealed to the sages by God and they passed on that knowledge orally from generation 

to generation.
 ➢ Smriti Literature: It was the literature composed by the Rishis.
 ➢ Sama : ‘sweet song’ or ‘melody’.

Know the Dates
 ➢ 1500 BC to 1000 BC: Early Vedic period, Aryans settled in India.
 ➢ 1000 BC to 500 BC: Later Vedic period.

Topic-2 Brief Comparative Study of Early and Later Ve-
dic Society and Economy

Revision Notes

  Origin and Early Settlements of the Aryans.
 ➢ The origin of the Aryans as well as the background of the people who settled in India is full of controversies.
 ➢ Some historians hold the view that they are of Indian origin, while some others hold the views that they migrated 

from Arctic regions.
 ➢ Bal Gangadhar Tilak, after studying Rig Veda and Zend Avesta, concluded that the original home of the Aryans was 

the Arctic region.
 ➢ A.C. Das, a historian tried to prove that original home of the Aryans was India. According to him, they lived in Sapta 

Sindhu (Punjab) and migrated to the other parts of India.
 ➢ Swami Dayanand Saraswati believed that Tibet was the home of the Aryans.
 ➢ Professor Max Muller, the German scholar, believed that the Aryans came to India from Central Asia.
 ➢ On the basis of the names of the rivers and mountains mentioned in the Rig Veda, it is believed that the Aryans 

entered India from Afghanistan and settled in the valley of the Kabul river and Punjab.
 ➢ They called this north–western part of India, Sapta Sindhu or the land of seven rivers - namely Sindhu (Indus), Ravi, 

Beas, Satluj, Jhelum, Chenab and Saraswati.
 ➢ This region covers the present areas of eastern Afghanistan, Punjab and parts of western Uttar Pradesh.

 ➢ Later this region was named Brahmavarta or the areas of the Gods because the composition of Rig Veda took place 
here on the banks of river Saraswati, which they considered most sacred.

 ➢ The region provided conditions for stable agriculture. The act of moving from place to place with herds of animals 
ceased to have the prominence it had enjoyed in early days.
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 ➢ This fact too was responsible for the evolution of a new culture.
Max Muller's theory about the Origin of Aryans

 ➢ Professor Max Muller, the German Scholar, believed that the Aryans came to India from Central Asia. Around 1500 
BC the first migrations started from Steppe Central Asia. The Central Asian theory held the origin of Roman, Celts, 
Indians, Greeks and Persians from the same stock (origin). Many historians agree with this theory for following 
reasons:

(i) In ancient times the land in Asia Minor was very fertile and was suitable for agriculture and domestication 
of animals.

(ii) Asia Minor is equal in distance from Europe and India.
(iii) In Rig Veda whatever was mentioned about flora and fauna and other objects were all found in Asia 

Minor.
(iv) Aryan gods like Indra and Varuna worshipped in ancient times are discovered in the stone inscriptions in 

Asia Minor.
(v) The Biologists noticed the genetic traits (DNA) of the steppe people of Central Asia and found similar 

DNA in 35 percent of the people in North India. Thus, they concluded that the Indo–Aryans migrated 
from Central Asia to India. But, the issue of the origin of the Aryans is still being disputed.

  Society
 ➢ Social Organization
 ➢ In the Rig Vedic time or the early Vedic Period, the Aryans lived in villages.
 ➢ The family was the fundamental unit of the society. It was Patriarchal.
 ➢ This means that the oldest male member was its head. He was called Grihapati or Kulapati.
 ➢ After the death of Grihapati the responsibility shifted to his eldest son.
 ➢ Several families lived in a grama or village.
 ➢ Several villages formed a Visha.
 ➢ Many Vishas formed a Jana.
 ➢ The head of the village was called Gramini.
 ➢ The head of Visha was called Vishapati.
 ➢ The head of the Jana was Rajan or King.
 ➢ The kings governed with the help of ministers. The important officers included the Gramini, Purohita and the 

Senani.
 ➢ The Senani was the commander of the army and Purohita performed religious ceremonies.
 ➢ The administration was carried out by the Gramini.
 ➢ The king did not maintain any regular army. However, during the war, he used to organize tribal groups to perform 

military functions.
 ➢ During the Rig Vedic time the tribe elected a leader of its own. He was not as powerful as the one in the Later Vedic 

Period.
 ➢ In the Rig Vedic period, three popular assemblies known as the Sabha, the Samiti and the Vidhata advised the king.
 ➢ The Vidhata was the earliest assembly which used to perform all kinds of functions–economic, military, religious 

and social.
 ➢ Women actively participated in the deliberations in the Vidhata.
 ➢ The Samiti was the assembly of the people and the Sabha was the Council of elders.
 ➢ The Sabha performed advisory and judicial functions.
 ➢ The Samiti was called to session on special occasions.
 ➢ In the Later Vedic Age, kingship became hereditary and divine elements came to be associated with the king.
 ➢ This period marked the beginning of a taxation system and administrative machinery.
 ➢ During the Later Vedic Age, the popular assemblies lost their earlier importance.
 ➢ The Sabha and Samiti came to be dominated by chiefs and rich nobles.
 ➢ Women were no longer permitted to attend these assemblies.
  Position of Women:
 ➢ During the Rig Vedic Period women were respected.
 ➢ The institution of marriage had become sacred.
 ➢ The daughters were given freedom to choose their husbands.
 ➢ The system of remarriage was prevalent. These are no examples of child–marriage.
 ➢ The marriageable age in the Rig Veda seems to have been 16 to 17 years.
 ➢ In the Later Vedic Period, there was significant decline in the status of woman.
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 ➢ Their participation in Yajnas was not considered necessary.
 ➢ They did not enjoy the right to property.
 ➢ The freedom to choose husbands by women was curtailed.

  Class Divisions
 ➢ Though the Caste System is not mentioned in the Rig Veda but the fact remains that there was some kind of class 

division in the society.
 ➢ The early Aryans called the local inhabitants Dasyus and did not mix with them.
 ➢ It is said that during this period, the tribal chiefs and the priests acquired a large share of the booty and grew at the 

cost of their kinsmen.
 ➢ This resulted in social inequalities and the tribal society got divided into three groups– warriors, priests and the 

people.
 ➢ The fourth division, called the Shudras, appeared towards the end of the Rig Vedic Period, because the word 

‘Shudra’ is mentioned for the first time in the Tenth Mandala of the Rig Veda, which is usually considered a later 
addition.

 ➢ Since the economy was mainly pastoral and not food producing, there was no scope for collecting regular tributes 
or taxes from the people.

 ➢ In the early Vedic period, the society was divided into different classes based on their profession. A person could 
adopt any profession of his choice.

 ➢ People followed different professions which became hereditary in course of time.
 ➢ This resulted in the division of society into occupational classes.
 ➢ Gradually, this took the form of caste and the present caste system emerged.
 ➢ In the Later Vedic Period, Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras became four distinct Castes or Varnas.
 ➢ The Brahmins or the Priests performed religious rituals.
 ➢ The Kshatriyas participated in wars.
 ➢ The Vaishayas engaged in business and looked after agriculture as well as industry.
 ➢ The Shudras served the upper classes.
 ➢ As stated earlier, during the Later Vedic Age, the Caste System became rigid.
 ➢ The Brahmins and Kshatriyas enjoyed many privileges.
 ➢ The priests came to be considered as gods on earth and the kshatriyas also increased their power and came to be 

regarded as the ruling class.
 ➢ All the three higher Varnas were entitled to upanayana or investiture with the sacred thread according to the Vedic 

Mantras.
 ➢ Inter–caste marriage was not prevalent.

  The Four Ashrams
 ➢ In the Early Vedic Period, man grew up according to the family traditions.
 ➢ However, in the Later Vedic Period, the whole life span of an Aryan came to be divided into four periods.
 ➢ The four stages of life are known as four ashrams, each of 25 years duration.
 ➢ The four ashrams were Brahmacharya, Grihastha, Vanaprastha and Sanyasa.
 ➢ The Bramacharya Ashrama lasted up to the age of 25 years. During this period, the pupil was expected to acquire 

knowledge in the gurukul and observe strict discipline.
 ➢ During the period of the Grihastha Ashrama, man was supposed to marry and raise a family. As a householder, he 

was to take responsibility of maintaining his family. This period lasted from the age of 25 to 50 years.
 ➢ The third stage was Vanaprastha Ashrama. It lasted from the age of 50 to 75 years. During this period man was 

expected to retire from worldly life to acquire Spiritual and Philosophical knowledge.
 ➢ The last stage lasting from the age of 75 to 100 years was the Sanyasa Ashrama. This was the period of renunciation. 

Men had to leave everything forever and go into meditation in order to attain moksha or salvation.

  Education
 ➢ Education was imparted through private gurukuls. The residence of the guru called the gurukul, meaning the 

family of the guru, had become the most sacred institution.
 ➢ The gurukuls were often located on the outskirts of the city and even in forests. The students lived there. The guru 

treated his students like his own children.
 ➢ The student was required to do household chores for his teacher.



Oswaal ICSE Revision Notes Chapterwise & Topicwise, HISTORY & CIVICS, Class-IX 11

 ➢ Most of the teaching was done orally like chanting of Vedic Mantras.
 ➢ At the completion of the education, a student used to give guru dakshina – a gift to his teacher.
 ➢ The gurus were greatly respected and revered.
 ➢ The main objective of education was to bring about physical, mental and spiritual development of the pupils.
 ➢ The subjects of study included the Vedas, Puranas, Grammar, Mathematics, Ethics, Logic and Military Science.
 ➢ Two women teachers named Maitreyi and Gargi were considered gifted and greatly respected.

Food, Dress and Amusements
  Food:
 ➢ The main cereal grown by the Rig Vedic people was barley. Wheat and Rice were not known to them.
 ➢ However, in Later Vedic times, there is evidence of using rice (Vrihi).
 ➢ Cows were domesticated for milk, that provided other products like curd, butter, ghee, etc., which were used.
 ➢ Soma, a kind of intoxicating drink, was consumed during festivals and religious ceremonies.

  Clothes:
 ➢ The clothes worn were simple. They consisted of an undergarment, called Nivi or Dhoti, an upper piece was called 

Vasa or shirt. An overgarment was known as Adhivasa, a loose piece of cloth.
 ➢ Men wore turbans. There were customs of wearing animal skins. Some of the Sadhus (hermits) wore deer skin 

known as mrigchhal. Men kept long hair.
 ➢ Ornaments were worn by both men and women. They were made of gold, silver, ivory and precious stones.
 ➢ Some of the common items of jewellery were earring, anklets, bracelets, necklaces, etc.

  Amusement:
 ➢ The main means of amusement in both the Vedic periods were chariot–races, horse races, dancing, singing and 

hunting.
 ➢ The chief musical instruments were the drum, flute, mridang, etc.
 ➢ People participated in competitive sports, festivals and gambling.

  Religious Beliefs:
 ➢ The people in the Vedic Age worshipped forces of nature like rain, fire, water, clouds, rivers, wind, storm and sun.
 ➢ A large number of gods are mentioned in the Rig Veda. The most important among these gods was Indra. 250 

hymns are devoted to Indra in Rig Veda. He is also known as the Purandara (Breaker of Forts) and Jitendra (a 
winner). He is the Rain god who brings rainfall.

 ➢ The second position is held by Agni, the fire god.
 ➢ The third position is occupied by Varuna (The god of waters, clouds, oceans and rivers).
 ➢ There were many other Vedic gods like Vayu (the god of wind), Surya (sun god), Yama (lord of death), Rudra (god 

of storms), etc.
 ➢ Some goddesses were also worshipped like Usha (the goddess of dawn), Prithvi (earth, Aditi the great mother of 

gods), Ratri (the spirit of the night), Aranyani (the lady of forest), Dishana (the godess of vegetation).
 ➢ However, in the Later Vedic Age, Prajapati (the creator) or Brahma became the supreme god and Indra and Agni 

lost their former significance. Vishnu came to be regarded as the preserver and protector of the people and Shiva as 
destroyer of the universe.

  Sacrifices and Rituals:
 ➢ With religious evolution simplicity of nature worship was lost. Rituals and Sacrifices (Yajnas) became a daily routine.
 ➢ During Yajna milk, ghee, grains and fruits were offered to the deities.
 ➢ The rich people and businessmen conducted bigger sacrifices and common people performed small Yajnas.
 ➢ Purohits received gold, expensive clothes and large number of cows as gifts (Dakshina). Giving Dakshina was also 

a ritual and a pious duty.
 ➢ Ritualism had gained strong roots and even a small deviation while performing certain worship was considered a 

sin.
  New Doctrines:
 ➢ The Brahmins brought many innovations evolving new doctrines.
 ➢ More emphasis was laid on penance called tapasya which become ritualistic.
 ➢ The new doctrines included Karma (action), Dharma (duty) and Moksha (salvation).
 ➢ The belief in rebirth gained roots. This innovation strengthened the position of Brahmins.
 ➢ The Brahmins were said to have divine powers.
 ➢ No rituals or religious celebration would commence without the presence of the Brahmins.
  Economy:
 ➢ The Rig Vedic economy was primarily pastoral.
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 ➢ For Aryans cattle was synonymous of wealth. A wealthy person was called Gomat. King was given epithets of 
Gopa and Gopati.

 ➢ Agriculture activities were not many. Apart from ‘yava’ or barley no other grains are mentioned. As the area 
received low rainfall, shifting cultivation was practiced.

 ➢ A variety of crops started to be cultivated in the Later Vedic Period.
 ➢ Rice was the staple diet of the people.
 ➢ Towards the end of the period, iron ploughs and metal tools were used and a variety of crops were cultivated.
 ➢ The craftsmen mentioned in the Vedic texts include leather workers, blacksmiths, potters and carpenters.
 ➢ Weaving was a domestic craft. Wool obtained from sheep was most common raw material. Cotton is not mentioned.
  Trade: 
 ➢ During the Later Vedic phase agricultural surplus led to trade, giving rise to markets, from which developed towns 

and cities. Although Aryans had introduced coins, barter system was still dominant in trade with other countries.
  Occupations:
 ➢ Besides agriculture and trade, other important occupations included domestication of animals, crafts in various 

metals, carpentry, pottery, fishery, etc.
 ➢ Women were engaged in spinning, weaving, knitting and dyeing.

Comparative Study between Early Vedic Age and Later Vedic Age

  On Society Basis:

Early Vedic Age Later Vedic Age 

(a) There was no rigid caste system. The caste system became very rigid.

(b) Women enjoyed equal rights. There was significant decline in status of women.

(c) Family was the basic unit. Joint Family System was there.

(d) Worship of nature and natural phenomenon 
prevailed.

Religion became more complex.

(e) Gurukul was the only education centre. Gurukul system was further enlarged.

(f) Gods like Varuna, Surya, Indra, Agni, etc., were 
worshipped.

Brahma, incarnations of Vishnu (Rama and Krishna) 
and Shiva were worshipped now.

(g) Food included fruits, barley, milk, meat and 
vegetables.

Consumption of meat reduced. Rice become staple 
cereal.

(h) There were no idols and temples. People 
chanted hymns in the open. They worshipped 
forefathers and believed in life after death.

Brahmins introduced many rituals and secured their 
position. Faith in superstitions and spells developed. 
New principles like Karma, Dharma, Moksha and 
Penance developed.

  On Economic Basis

Early Vedic Age Later Vedic Age 

(a) Cattles were the important source of wealth. Land was the important source of wealth.

(b) Many were engaged in trade and commerce. 
Dyeing, embroidery, carpentry, weaving, 
pottery, crafts in gold and iron were important 
occupations. 

Traders guilds had come up and trade had become 
very important. Besides occupations of earlier period, 
many new occupations like musicians, physicians and 
many other professions emerged.

(c) In the Early Vedic Age domestication of animals 
and agriculture was secondary.

Agriculture became the chief occupation while 
domestication of animals also continued.

Key Words

•	 Sapta Sindhu: The land of seven rivers namely – Sindhu (Indus), Ravi, Beas, Sutlej, Jhelum, Chenab and 
Saraswati.

•	 Brahmavarta: The land of the Gods covering the present area of Eastern Afghanistan, Punjab and parts of 
Western Uttar Pradesh.

•	 Grihpati or Kulapati: The oldest male member of the family.
•	 Senani: Commander of the army.
•	 Dasyus: Local inhabitants.
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•	 Moksha: Salvation
•	 Gurukul: The resident of guru and his family.
•	 Guru dakshina: A gift given by a pupil to his guru after completion of his education.
•	 Vrihi, tandula, sali: Rice
•	 Nivi: Dhoti
•	 Vasa: Shirt
•	 Adhivasa: A loose piece of cloth
•	 Mrigchhal: Deer skin
•	 Purandara: Breaker of forts / Indra
•	 Jitendra: a winner / Indra
•	 Agni: Fire God
•	 Varuna: God of water, clouds, oceans and rivers
•	 Vayu: The God of wind
•	 Surya: Sun God
•	 Yama: Lord of the death
•	 Rudra: God of storms
•	 Usha: The Goddess of dawn
•	 Aditi: The great mother of Gods
•	 Prithvi: Earth
•	 Ratri: The spirit of night
•	 Aranyani: The lady of forest
•	 Dishana: Goddess of vegetation
•	 Prajapati: The creator or Brahma 
•	 Dakshina: Gifts received by purohits
•	 Karma: Action 
•	 Dharma: Duty
•	 Gomat: Wealthy person
•	 Gopa or gopati: Epithet given to the king
•	 Godhuli: Measure of time before Sunset.
•	 Gati: Distance
•	 Duhitra: One who milks the cows
•	 Charmakaras: Leather workers
•	 Rathakaras: Wright's wheel
•	 Kulala: Potters 
•	 Taksan: Carpenters

CHAPTER-3
JAINISM AND BUDDHISM

Topic-1 Causes for the Rise of Jainism and Buddhism

Revision Notes

  Angas:
 - The sermons of Lord Mahavira were compiled in the form of 12 volumes by his disciples post the first Jain 

Council.
 - They are written in Prakrit language and are referred to as 12 Angas of Jainism's religious philosophy.
 - They cover various aspects of life like religious rituals, householder stages, chastity vows, rules of conduct, and 

other aspects of Jain philosophy.
 - Angas are mainly the sacred books for the Shwetambar section of Jain religion and discuss how to live a pure 

life and attain enlightenment after death along with triumph of good over evil.
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 ➢ In the sixth century BC, the Aryan settlements expanded to the east, accompanied by rapid socio – economic and 
political changes.

 ➢ Materialism and spiritualism both existed side by side.
 ➢ In later Vedic Period, tools and implements made of iron enabled people to clear forests, bringing more land under 

cultivation and lead a settled life.
 ➢ As a result there was surplus production of food grains. This surplus produce could be utilised by the kings to meet 

their military and administrative needs.
 ➢ It could also be used by the people in the towns who specialised in various arts and crafts.
 ➢ All these advantages enabled the people to lead a settled life and to expand further in neighbouring areas.
 ➢ This expansion resulted in wars between different tribes. In these wars, the larger and more powerful tribes defeated 

the smaller ones and expanded their territory and created large kingdoms. These kingdoms were called Janapadas.
 ➢ A number of Janapadas joined together to form bigger and more powerful independent kingdoms called 

Mahajanapadas.The sixth century BC is regarded as an important epoch in world history which saw the emergence 
of thinkers like Zarathustra or Zoroaster in Persia, Confucius in China and Mahavira and Gautama Buddha, among 
many others in India.

 ➢ In India, it was the period when orthodox religious beliefs and practices were challenged and even rejected by the 
new sects.

 ➢ Of these sects, Jainism and Buddhism emerged as the most potent religious reform movements.

  Causes for the Rise of Jainism and Buddhism
 ➢ The following factors favoured the rise and growth of Jainism and Buddhism:

(i) Reaction against Ritualism: Religious ceremonies by then had become very expensive, beyond the means of 
ordinary people. Some priests hardly realised the sufferings of the common man. This was an important cause 
that gave rise to faiths that were simple and inexpensive.

(ii) Political situation: In the sixth century BC, Magadha was ruled by Bimbisara and Ajatashatru. They were 
free from Brahmanic influence and condemned certain social evils in their kingdoms. When the opportunity 
came, they patronised both Jainism and Buddhism.

(iii) Rigid Caste System: The society was divided into four Varnas–Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras 
rigidly. It did not allow any social mobility. There were restrictions on the basis of caste. Interchange of caste 
was impossible.

(iv) Difficult Language: Most of the Vedic literature was composed in Sanskrit. It was considered as a sacred 
language. The priests gave discourses and chanted mantras in Sanskrit. The common people found this 
language difficult to understand. So people started looking for an alternative religion that they could 
understand better.

(v) Corruption in Religion: Corruption was practised in religion. The priests encouraged ordinary people to 
perform Yajnas and conduct household rites beyond their means. Kshatriya rulers protested against the 
dominance of such practices. The common man could not reconcile to this attitude of the priests. Both Jainism 
and Buddhism were founded by two Kshatriya Princes.

(vi) Agricultural Economy: In Gangetic Valley, killing of animals to perform sacrifices was against the interest of 
farmers. The use of iron had made the animal – drawn ploughing popular. Such farmers needed a religion that 
would give their animals protection. Both Jainism and Buddhism preached non–violence and were against 
sacrifices of animals.

Key Words

 ➢ Janapadas: In Vedic Period, larger and powerful tribes defeated the smaller ones and expanded their territory and 
large kingdoms came to be known as Janapadas.

 ➢ Mahajanapadas: A number of Janapadas joined together to form bigger and more powerful independent kingdoms 
called Mahajanapadas.

Know the Dates
 ➢ 6th century BC: Emergence of thinkers like Zarathustra or Zoroaster in Persia, Confucius in China and Mahavira 

and Gautama Buddha in India.
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Topic-2 Jainism

Revision Notes

  Vardhamana Mahavira and Jainism
 ➢ It is believed that Vardhamana Mahavira was the founder of Jainism, But it is not so, because Mahavira was the last 

(twenty-fourth) tirthankara. Rishabha was the first tirthankara. Mahavira made Jainism popular and systematic 
that is why he is considered as the founder of Jainism.

 ➢ Mahavira was born in 599 BC, in Kundagrama near Vaishali in Bihar. His father was rich and chief of Kshatriya 
class. At the time of Mahavira's birth, his father’s kingdom was prosperous, so the boy was called Vardhamana 
(Prosperity). Mahavira's mother Trishala belonged to the royal family of Lichchavis. Mahavira received his early 
education in all specialised branches. He is said to have been very brave and he had saved his friends from danger. 
For his brave deeds he was also called `Mahavira’. He got absorbed in spiritual pursuits from early childhood. 
He was married to princess Yashoda who bore him a daughter. After the death of his parents, at the age of thirty, 
Mahavira renounced the world and his family life and became an ascetic. He practised severe penance that lasted 
for 12 years. He was able to attain true knowledge at the age of 42. He subdued his desires and became Jina or the 
conqueror of self. His followers who conquered their desires became Jains.

  Preachings of Mahavira 
 ➢ After becoming the Jina, Mahavira spent his life in preaching.
 ➢ He gave his first sermon at mount Vipul situated in Rajagriha, the capital of Magadha. He was now a Kevalin (all-

knowing) or Lord Mahavira.
 ➢ He preached at various centres like Avanti, Kosala, Anga, Mithila, Champa, Videha and Vaishali. He had a large 

number of followers.
 ➢ Lord Mahavira attained salvation at the age of 72 at Pavapuri in Bihar.
 ➢ At the time of his death, he had about 14,000 followers.

  Main Teachings of Jainism
 ➢ Jainism did not accept the authority of the Vedas. Jainism preaches five vows. It is said that only the fifth vow was 

added by Mahavira.
1. The Jain Vows: A Jain householder has to take the following five vows:

(i) Ahimsa – non-violence
(ii) Asteya – not stealing.
(iii) Satya – not telling a lie.
(iv) Aparigraha – not possessing property.
(v) Brahmacharya – practising chastity.

 y Non-injury to living beings, especially to humans, animals, plants and insects is important in Jain Philosophy.
 y According to Mahavira, violence is of three kinds: 

(a) Physical violence like killing, causing injury or pain.
(b) Violence through words or harsh language
(c) Mental violence like ill-will towards others.

 ➢ Jains believe in the sanctity of life or the right of every living being to live.
 ➢ These doctrines came to be regarded as five vows, which every Jain is supposed to take.

2. Nine Truths: Besides the five vows and other general doctrines of Jainism, Jains are expected to have the 
knowledge of the nine truths.

 ➢ •	 These	Nine	Truths	have	a	central	place	in	the	Philosophy	of	Jainism.
 ➢ •	 The	Nine	truths	are:-	

(i) Jiva (Living Things)
(ii) Ajiva (non-living things)
(iii) Punya (results of good deeds)
(iv) Pap (Sin)
(v) Ashrav (good deeds)
(vi) Sanvar (hindrances in the way of karma)
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(vii) Bandha (bondage)
(viii) Nirjara (destruction of karmas)
(ix) Moksha (Salvation)

  Doctrines of Jainism
(i) Eternal soul: Mahavira believed that the body dies and not the soul. He believed in the immortality of the soul 

(Atma).
(ii) Belief in Penance: Jains believed in penance. They laid much stress on severe penance to die of starvation 

called Santhara. They considered it as a virtue. Jainism had very few followers because very few people could 
lead such an austere life.

(iii) Karma: The Jainism also believed in the theory of Hinduism called Karma. According to this theory, one should 
be responsible for one's own karma or actions. Only the good deeds alone liberates a man from the cycle of life 
and death.

(iv) Triratnas: Mahavira preached that the ultimate goal of man is to attain freedom from worldly bonds or to 
attain `moksha’. It can be obtained by following triratnas or three jewels: (a) right faith (b) right conduct  
(c) right knowledge.

 These three jewels inspire a true Jain to have faith in the 24 Tirthankaras to acquire knowledge from their 
sermons and to lead a good life.

(v) Equality: Mahavira laid emphasis on equality between men and women. He preached universal brotherhood. 
He considered all men equal irrespective of their caste and creed. He believed in compassion for all living 
beings. And he also believed that the virtuous deeds could achieve ultimate salvation (Nirvana).

(vi) Salvation: Like Hinduism, Jains believed in attaining moksha (Nirvana or salvation) or freedom from the cycles 
of births and rebirths. Which can be achieved only by leading an austere life of non–violence and self–denial. 
To attain salvation we should have right faith, right knowledge and right action (we should practise triratnas).

  Spread of Jainism
 ➢ Jainism had royal patronage. Therefore, it spread easily around Kosala, Magadha, Mithila, Champa and other parts 

of the country.
 ➢ Lord Mahavira founded monasteries headed by learned Munis (Sages). They lived an austere life to give an 

example to the people to follow.
 ➢ In the Western parts of India, Jainism was patronised by the business community.
 ➢ In South India, Jainism was patronised by the Rashtrakuta and Chalukya Kings.
 ➢ Later, Jainism became a dominant religion in Karnataka. Jainism spread to Odisha, Rajasthan and Gujarat.

  Causes behind spreading of Jainism:
(i) Royal Patronage: Jainism received royal patronage. Chandragupta Maurya, Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas 

patronised Jainism. Kharavela, the ruler of Kalinga (Odisha), helped in the spread of Jainism in Eastern India.
(ii) Local Dialect: Mahavira replaced Sanskrit and adopted the language of the common people, i.e., Prakrit. 

Later on the monks followed the same practice. People found it easier to follow the preachings of Jainism in 
the local language.

(iii) It Appealed People: Jainism was found appealing by many people. They found the religion of Jainism very 
attractive because it was based on austerity, simplicity and spirituality. There was no class discrimination and 
there were no animal sacrifices.

(iv) Saints: There were many devout Jain saints like Kalkacharya who lived in Ujjain and made it a centre of 
Jainism. Another Jain saint Bhadrabahu took Jainism to Karnataka.

  Division of Jainism into two sects
 ➢ When Saint Bhadrabahu took Jainism to Karnataka, there arose differences between him and Sthulabhadra, who 

was based in Magadha. These differences came to surface in the first Jain council held around 300 BC. With its 
result Jains divided into two groups.

(i) Shwetambaras or the white clads, which were led by Sthulabhadra. They remained in Magadha. They 
wore white clothes and covered their faces with a small white cloth to avoid killing the tiniest of insects or 
germs, that might enter the nose while breathing. They fasted but did not believe in extreme penance and 
austerity.

(ii) Digambaras: They were led by Bhadrabahu. They were sky-clad and did not cover their bodies. According 
to them, living without clothes signified detachment from worldly pleasures. According to them, one could 
avoid killing life forms by not wearing clothes because while washing clothes, many germs would get 
killed. They were orthodox followers of Mahavira. They kept long fasts and led austere life.
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  Impact of Jainism:
 ➢ Jainism believes in the spirit of accommodation and equality. Its approach was pragmatic.
 ➢ Therefore, it had a profound impact on the political and social life of the people.

(i) Political Impact: In early stages, its success was more remarkable then that of Buddhism. Kshatriyas class 
took to this new faith. With the result they lost their war – like instincts. It is one of the reasons why Jains 
did not try to build any political empire of their own.

(ii) Art and architecture: Jains constructed temples and monasteries. Jain relics are found in Khandagiri and 
Udayagiri caves in Odisha. Jains have constructed hundreds of Dharmshalas, opened several orphanages 
and supported many charitable institutions. The gigantic structures of the Bahubali (Gomateswara) at 
Shravanabelagola and at Karkala in Karnataka are good examples of Jain art and architecture. The Dilwara 
temples at Mt. Abu in Rajasthan and Ranakpur near Jodhpur and the Jain Tower at Chittor are famous for 
Jain architecture. The most famous Jain holy place is Palitana in Gujarat which has more than 800 temples.

(iii) Religious and Social Impact: Jainism discarded the system of casteism, shunned rituals and encouraged 
social service.

(iv) Language and Literature: Jain scholars have made an important contribution in literary field. The Jain texts 
were written in Prakrit, but at some places these texts were also written in the local languages. They were 
finally compiled in the sixth century AD at Valabhi in Gujarat.

 ➢ The Angas, the twelve books containing the teaching of Mahavira, are a great source of knowledge. The 
Mahapurana composed by Jinasena, Kalpasutra compiled by Bhadrabahu and Ratna Malika by the Rashtrakuta 
ruler, Amoghavarsha are outstanding literary works. Jain literature is in Ardhamagadhi and Prakrit dialects. It 
highlights the values of Ahimsa. From the writings of the Jains, the history of India, especially from the 6th to 4th 
century BC can be reconstructed.

 ➢ Decline of Jainism: The following factors were responsible for the decline of Jainism:
(i) Jainism did not spread to foreign countries. It did not have any missionary effort.
(ii) Though Jainism advocated equality of men, it did not do away totally with the high and low positions in 

society. 
(iii) It produced rigid austerity. It rose when Buddhism also existed. The theory of ahimsa extended even on 

wearing clothes. These factors prevented it from getting popular support.
(iv) Jainism did not get royal patronage from contemporary rulers. In contrast, Buddhism received a large – 

scale support from Ashoka, Harsha and Kanishka.
(v) During the Gupta period and in later years, Hinduism once again became popular. Therefore, Jainism 

remained restricted to a few pockets in the country.

Key Words

 ➢ Tirthankaras: Saints or acharyas
 ➢ Vardhamana: Prosperity
 ➢ Kevalin: Knowing all
 ➢ Jina: The conqueror
 ➢ Santhara: To die of starvation (Sallekhana)
 ➢ Tri-ratnas: Right faith, right knowledge and right action.
 ➢ Five vows: Ahimsa Asteya, Satya, Aparigraha and Brahmacharya.
 ➢ Nine Truths: Jiva, Ajiva, Punya, Pap, Ashrav, Sanvar, Bandha, Nirjara and Moksha.
 ➢ Munis: Sages
 ➢ Prakrit: language of common people used (instead of Sanskrit) by Jainism
 ➢ Shwetambaras: One of the sects of Jainism. They wore white clothes.
 ➢ Digambaras: Second sect of Jainism. They were sky-clad and did not believe in covering their bodies.

Know the Dates
 ➢ 300 BC: The first Jain council was held.
 ➢ 5th century AD: Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas patronised Jainism.
 ➢ 6th century AD: Jain texts were finally compiled at Valabhi in Gujarat
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Topic-3 Buddhism

Revision Notes

  Introduction:
 ➢ Buddhism catered to religious striving of the time. It was a midway between Hinduism and Jainism. 
 ➢ Buddhism presented the ascetic traditions to Indian society.
 ➢ It had more followers abroad than in India.
 ➢ Buddhism is one of the imprints that India has left on other civilizations.

  Gautam Buddha:
 ➢ Gautam Buddha was the founder of Buddhism.
 ➢ He belonged to the Kshatriya clan of Sakya.
 ➢ He was born in 563 BC at Lumbini near Kapilavastu, in Nepal.
 ➢ His childhood name was Siddharth.
 ➢ His father Suddhodana was the ruler of Kapilavastu.
 ➢ Like Mahavira, he was inclined from his childhood, towards spiritual pursuits.
 ➢ All the royal luxuries in which Gautama lived had no effect on him. He was married at a young age to a princess 

called Yashodhara and had a son named Rahul.

  The Great Renunciation:
 ➢ Once Gautam’s charioteer was driving him through the town. An old man bent with age passed in front of his eyes. 

Gautam was moved by this sight. Again the sight of a sick man groaning with pain was pathetic. Third sight of the 
dead body of a man being carried for cremation made Gautama think about man's destiny. He was consoled by the 
fourth sight when he saw an ascetic in search of salvation. These sights are known as `Four Great Sights’. After this 
Gautama left his home, his wife and his child and renounced the world in order to find a solution. This event is 
known as Mahabhinishkramana or `the Great Renunciation’.

 ➢ Enlightenment of Gautama: After leaving home in search of Truth, Gautama wondered from place to place. For 
some time he studied under renowned teachers of Rajagriha and then he went to Gaya. He practised severe 
penance and led a life of extreme austerity. Finally, at the age of thirty–five Gautama attained enlightenment at 
Bodh Gaya in Bihar. Since then he began to be called the Buddha or the enlightened one.

  Dharmachakrapravartna: 
 ➢ At the place where Buddha got enlightenment, a temple known as Mahabodhi temple was constructed later.
 ➢ The Peepal tree is now referred to as the Mahabodhi Tree.
 ➢ Buddha was also called the Tathagat, the founder of truth.
 ➢ After the enlightenment, he embarked on preaching the religion.
 ➢ He delivered his first sermon at the Deer Park in Sarnath near Varanasi in the presence of five ascetics.
 ➢ This event in the history of Buddhism is known as Dharmachakrapravartana or the turning of the wheel of sacred 

law in Buddhism.
 ➢ Buddha’s fame spread far and wide. For another forty years he travelled all over the country spreading his message.
 ➢ He established a Bodh Sangha (Buddhist order) at Magadha. 
 ➢ He had large number of followers including the rulers of Magadha, Kosala and Kosambi.
 ➢ His disciples were from all classes of society.
 ➢ In his last years he went to Kushinagar, which is near Gorakhpur district in Uttar Pradesh.
 ➢ He obtained mahaparinirvana at the age of 80 in 483 BC at Kushinagar.
 ➢ His disciples took his sacred remains to eight different places where huge mounds called stupas was erected.

  Tripitakas:

 ➢ Tripitikas are the most important literary works of the Buddhists.The word ‘Tripitikas’ means ‘Three Baskets’ of 
Buddhist canon. There are three books having different sets of knowledge.

1. The Vinaya Pitaka: This book deals with the rules and regulations that was formed by the Buddha for the 
monks (bhikkhus) and the nuns (bhikkunis).
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2. Sutta Pitaka: This book comprises the discourses of Buddha on various occasions. This book also contain 
discourses by some of the disciples of Buddha such as Sariputta and Ananda.

3. Abhidhamma Pitaka: This book deals with Buddhist philosophy. It describes things like the working of the 
human mind and the state of matter.

  Doctrines of Buddhism: The religious philosophy of Buddhism is contained in the first sermon of Buddha which 
he gave at Sarnarth, near Varanasi. Buddha followed a simple path and inspired people to lead a simple life. His 
teachings were simple. He preached in Pali, the language of the common people. The essence of his teachings are 
contained in the four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path. 

 ➢ The Four Noble Truths:
(i) The world is full of suffering.
(ii) The suffering has a cause.
(iii) Desire is the cause of suffering.
(iv) If desire is stopped, suffering can also be stopped.

 ➢ The Eightfold Path (Ashtangika Marga)
(i) Right action: To remain away from theft, luxuries and violence.
(ii) Right thought: To remain away from empty rituals and worldly evils.
(iii) Right belief: To give up desire.
(iv) Right living: Not to have dishonest dealings with others.
(v) Right speech: Speak the truth and not to think ill of others.
(vi) Right effort: Work for deliverance from sins and for the welfare of others.
(vii) Right recollection: Think about pious things.
(viii) Right meditation: Concentrate on only what is right.

 ➢ Code of Conduct: Buddha formulated a code of conduct for his followers. That included the following:
(i) Not to tell a lie.
(ii) Not to commit violence.
(iii) Not to own property.
(iv) Not to consume alcoholic drinks.
(v) Not to indulge in corrupt practices.

 ➢ Ahimsa (Non-violence): Like Mahavira, Buddha attached great importance to the sanctity of life. He laid stress on 
love, compassion and non–injury to living creatures in thoughts, words and deeds. 

 ➢ Existence of God: Buddha held that the whole universe was controlled by dharma, the universal law. He was silent 
about the existence of God, though he never formally denied it.

 ➢ Karma: Like Hinduism, Buddhism believed in the theory of Karma. Buddhism said that man is the maker of his 
own destiny and he believed in rebirth. The person who does good deeds in his life, will be reborn in a higher form 
of life in his next birth and so on till he attains salvation from the circle of birth and death. On the other hand, evil 
deeds are sure to be punished. So, man should follow the middle path. It is karma which decides the type of man's 
existence in the next life. It is called the wheel of existence. 

 ➢ Stress on morality: Buddha insisted on a life based on good actions. His followers were advised to lead an honest 
and disciplined life. They were told to practise non–violence and to not indulge in corrupt practices but to lead an 
upright life.

 ➢ Nirvana: The ultimate goal of life is to attain Nirvana or salvation. It is a peaceful state of mind, which conquers all 
diseases, makes the person free from the cycle of birth and death.

 ➢ Universal Brotherhood: Lord Buddha preached Universal Brotherhood of mankind. He wanted people to live in 
peace, setting aside all their differences. He invited people of all classes and races to join Buddhism.

 ➢ No Faith in Rituals and Sacrifices: Buddhism has no faith in rituals and sacrifices. It condemns animal sacrifices and 
the empty rituals connected with them.

 ➢ Organisation of the Sangha: The organisation for teaching of Buddhism came to be known as the Sangha. It was 
a monastic order established to spread Buddhism. Later the Sangha became a powerful institution. It helped to 
spread Buddhism far and wide. The principles that governed the Sangha are the following:

(i) Membership: The Bhikshus (monks) and Bhikshunis (nuns) were the members of the monastic order. 
They were required to renounce the world before joining the Sangha. The minimum age was 15 years 
during Buddha's time. The members had to take the oath. The followers had to undergo training for 10 
years.
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(ii) Ten commandments: The members had to lead a disciplined life and follow the ten commandments:
(a) To speak the truth. 
(b) To abide by Brahmacharya.
(c) Not to harm creatures.
(d) Not to own property.
(e) To shun music and dancing.
(f) To take meals only at fixed times.
(g) Not to use intoxicants.
(g) Not to use scented goods.
(i) Not to sleep on cushions.
(j) Not to keep money.

(iii) Viharas: The Bhikshus and Bhikshunis were required to roam about in different parts of the country for 
eight months of the year. They had to sleep in Viharas which had separate sections for men and women – 
special rules were framed for the Bhikshunis. It was done to ensure discipline. In the Viharas, the members 
led a life of chastity, austerity, devotion and purity.

 ➢ The Two Sects of Buddhism: It was in the reign of Kanishka, Buddhism got split into two sects – the Hinayana 
and the Mahayana. 

(i) Hinayana: Those who strictly follow the doctrine of Buddhism and deny the existence of god are known 
as the follower of the Lesser Vehicle or Hinayana. This sect does not believe in idol worship nor do its 
followers believe that Buddha was God. They believe in the eight fold path as the only means of salvation. 
This sect used Pali as the language of its scripture. The Hinayana sect is found in India, Sri Lanka, 
Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos.

(ii) Mahayana: The term Mahayana means Greater Vehicle of Salvation. Mahayana Buddhists believed that 
Buddha was an incarnation of God. They worshipped statue of Buddha and Bodhisattvas and believe 
in Buddha's previous births. This sect introduced idol worship and performed complex rituals and 
ceremonies. Instead of keeping to the original goal of attaining nirvana, they made attaining Swarga (a 
state of bliss) their goal. They wrote their scriptures in Sanskrit.

 ➢ Impact of Buddhism: Buddhism made a lasting contribution to Indian culture, religion, art and social life in the 
following respects:

(i) Ahimsa: The doctrine of Ahimsa became a weapon against the ills in the society. After the rise of Buddhism, 
animal protection became a new culture. Mahatma Gandhi later used Ahimsa in the form of non–violent 
struggle against the British rule.

(ii) Political Impact: The republics of Shakyas, Vajjis and Mallas embraced Buddhism. Ashoka and Kanishka 
made Buddhism their State religion.

(iii) Influence on Religious Life: Buddhism provided a challenge to Hinduism. This soon started a reform 
movement within Hinduism. The costly Yajnas and sacrifices and rigidity of caste system were done away 
with.

(iv) Language and Literature: Buddhism made valuable contribution to the field of language and literature. A 
vast and varied nature of literature was produced in the language of the masses, i.e., Pali. The Tripitakas 
and the Jatakas are the most important literary works of the Buddhists.

 Besides these, other literary works of importance, written in Pali language are Mahavamsa and Dipavamsa, 
Divyavadana, Lalitvistara, Saundaranand and Buddhacharita are significant works of Buddhist literature 
written in Sanskrit. 

(v) Influence on Social Life: Buddhism fostered intellectual tradition and exposed the weaknesses in our 
society. The weaker sections of the society, who had been subjected to many atrocities, got an opportunity 
to have their say in matters of political and social life.

(vi) Cultural Impact: Buddhism spread far and wide in South-East Asia, China and Sri Lanka. It had a far–
reaching cultural impact in raising the prestige of India. There emerged close cultural contacts between 
these countries and India. Buddhism acted as a vital force between different cultures.

(vii) Art and architecture: Buddhism made immense contribution to the evolution of art and architecture. 
Stupas, Chaityas, Viharas and rock – cut cave temples were their unique contribution. The Stupa is a semi–
spherical solid dome–like structure containing the relics of Buddha like hair, teeth or bones.

 ➢ Decline of Buddhism:
(i) Split in Buddhism: The popularity and prestige of Buddhism suffered because of the division of Buddhism 

into two sects: Hinayana and Mahayana. Differences had begun to surface right from the second Buddhist 
council. Hinayana and Mahayana were two major sects. There were sixteen other sects and each had its 
own followers.

(ii) Corruption in Sangha: The monks and nuns started living a luxurious life. This led to deterioration in the 
spiritual life. Buddhist Sanghas received patronage of royalty and had become very rich. The monks and 
nuns used the riches for their personal benefit. They began to lead a worldly life. Therefore, the religion's 
decline was not a surprise.

(iii) End of Royal Patronage: Rajput rulers were warlike and could not follow the policy of ahimsa. Besides, 
the kings of the Gupta period patronised temples in honour of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. Thus, the lack 
of royal patronage brought about the decline of Buddhism.
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(iv) Invasions: From the eighth century AD the Turkish invasion dealt a blow to Buddhism. The monasteries, 
which had accumulated great wealth were looted. The invaders plundered the monasteries of Nalanda 
and Takshila and forced some of the monks to flee to neighbouring countries like Nepal and Tibet.

(v) Language: Buddha preached his teachings in Pali. After his death, Sanskrit, the language of the upper 
classes, was also adopted.

  Comparison of Jainism and Buddhism:
 ➢ Similarities:

(i) The Vedas were not accepted by both.
(ii) Founders of both religions, Mahavira and Gautam Buddha, were Kshatriyas and had similar backgrounds. 

And they followed the same path.
(iii) Both believed in Ahimsa (Non–violence).
(iv) Both sought the attainment of Salvation (moksha) from the cycle of birth and death.
(v) Monks and nuns of both religions had to renounce their world and family life and lead a life of chastity.

 ➢ Dissimilarities:

Jainism: Buddhism:

(i) It did not spread beyond the Indian 
boundaries.

It spread far and wide and led to cultural evolution in 
India.

(ii) It believed in hard penance. It followed a middle path.

(iii) It had been founded long before Mahavira. 
He was the last of its Tirthankaras.

It was completely a new religion in 6th century BC.

Key Words

•	 Mahabhinishkramana: The great Renunciation
•	 Tathagat: The founder of Truth
•	 Dharmachakrapravartana: The turning of the wheel of sacred law.
•	 Bodh Sangha: (Buddhist order)
•	 Ashtangika Marg: Eightfold Path
•	 Nirvana: The path that leads to removal of suffering or salvation
•	 Buddham Sharnam Gachhami: I take the shelter under Buddha
•	 Dharmam Sharnam Gachhami: I take shelter under religion
•	 Sangham Sharnam Gachhami: I take the shelter under Sangha
•	 Paramita: Ten commandments
•	 Mahayana: Greater Vehicle
•	 Swarga: A state of Bliss

Know the Dates
 ➢ 563 BC: Gautam Buddha was born

 ➢ 483 BC: Gautam Buddha obtained Mahaparinirvana

CHAPTER-4
THE MAURYAN EMPIRE

Revision Notes

  The Mauryas 

 ➢ The Mauryan Empire was founded in the 4th century BC by Chandragupta Maurya.
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 ➢ He organised a powerful army and laid the foundation of a vast empire.
 ➢ He overthrew the Nandas from Magadha and the Greek Satraps from the north–west frontier and unified a large 

part of the Indian Subcontinent under his centralized government.
 ➢ His successor Bindusara kept the Mauryan Empire intact and further extended its boundaries.
 ➢ The reign of Bindusara’s son, Ashoka constitutes one of the brightest periods of the Indian history.
 ➢ After the Kalinga war, Ashoka devoted his life to human welfare and considered his subjects as his children.
 ➢ He built many marvels in art and architecture, some of which have survived up to this day.

  Sources

  Literary Sources
(i) Arthashastra: Of all the literary sources on the history of Mauryas, the most important source is the 

Arthashastra. It was written by Chanakya (also known as Kautilya and Vishnugupta).
 Chanakya was the advisor and Prime Minister of Chandragupta. Arthashastra is written in Sanskrit. It is a 

comprehensive manual that deals with politics, rules of diplomacy, principles of administration and other such 
political topics. The book was discovered in 1909. Now its English translation is also available.

(ii) Indika: Megasthenes was the Greek ambassador at the court of Chadragupta Maurya. Greek ruler Seleucus 
had sent him there. He wrote a book named Indika which contains his impression of what he heard and 
saw during his stay in India. Megasthenes’ original Indika has been lost, but its fragments still survive in the 
writings of later Greek authors like Strabo, Arrian and Diodorus.

  Archaeological Sources
(i) Edicts of Ashoka: An edict is a decree issued by a Sovereign. The edicts of Ashoka form the most important 

source of Mauryan history. They are the oldest, best preserved and precisely dated records of India. These 
edicts are inscribed on rocks and pillars throughout the country. There are 14 major rock edicts, seven pillar 
edicts and number of minor rock edicts. The inscription on these edicts provide a useful insight into the life 
and ideals of Ashoka in particular and about the history of the Mauryans in general. 

 The most important event of Ashoka’s reign was the conquest of Kalinga war. The suffering and atrocities of 
the Kalinga war deeply touched Ashoka’s conscience and he made a solemn resolve not to take up army any 
more. The war drum was silenced forever and henceforth were heard only the echoes of, 'Dhammaghosa' the 
call of non-violence and universal peace.

 In pursuance of his policy of non-violence, Ashoka prohibited killing of animals for sacrifices, advocated 
restraint in the number that had to be killed for consumption; protected some of the animals and in general 
condemned cruel acts against animals.

(ii) Sanchi Stupa: The Stupa is a semi–spherical solid dome–like structure made of undulant bricks and stones. 
The Buddhist Stupa has special significance. It represents the Spiritual  body of Buddha containing his relics 
such as hair, teeth or bones. A casket containing these relics is placed at the base of the dome. The foundation 
of the Sanchi Stupa was laid by Ashoka at Sanchi, about 45 km from Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh. There are four 
gateways in four directions. They have carved panels depicting events from the life of Buddha and some tales 
from Jataka stories. Buddha is represented by symbols like the peepal tree, lotus or a wheel. The Pillars are 
surmounted by capitals, which contain sculptures of lions.

  Political History of Chandragupta Maurya
 ➢ Chandragupta Maurya was the first Indian ruler who can be called a national ruler in real sense. He established a 

system of administration which was autocratic in nature and centrally based, assisted by council of ministers. 
 ➢ He divided his empire into provinces, districts and villages. All the administrative units were governed by centrally 

appointed local officials who performed the functions as directed by the central administration. The capital city had 
magnificent palaces, temples, a university, a library, gardens and parks.

  Political History of Ashoka
 ➢ Ashoka implemented principles of ahimsa (the principle of “to not injure”) by banning violent sports activities, 

hunting and ending indentured and forced labor. While Ashoka maintained huge powerful army to keep the 
peace, he expanded friendly relations with states across Asia and Europe, and sponsored Buddhist missions. 

 ➢ The Mauryan’s under Chandragupta and Ashoka had done much for Indian unity by bringing the greater part 
of the country under one umbrella, by defending it against the powerful foreign invaders like, Alexander, by 
establishing a uniform system of administration, by using Prakrit language for official purposes throughout the 
length and breadth of the empire and attempting to knit together the different sections of its composite population 
by the strong tie of a common Dharma.
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  Mauryan Administration:
 ➢ During the rule of Chandragupta the Mauryan Empire was very vast, with an All – India character.
 ➢ Chandragupta defeated Seleucus in war. He handed him four provinces of Kabul, Kandhar, Herat and Baluchistan. 

These remained with the Mauryan empire right up to the end of Ashoka’s rule.
 ➢ During Bindusara’s rule, Ashoka reached Takshila and quelled the revolt there.
 ➢ Bindusara had established his rule over South India. No other king ever ruled over the whole of India after that.
 ➢ The main advantages of the Pan – Indian character of Mauryan empire were:

(a) It marked the end of small states.
(b) It made India strong and helped the Mauryan kings face foreign aggressions successfully.
(c) It helped in establishing trade links with foreign countries.
(d) After Ashok’s victory over Kalinga, the era of conquests and wars was over. It helped the Mauryan kings 

to pay more attention to social and economic life of the people. Hence, here was an all – round economic 
prosperity.

  Administration of Mauryan Empire:
 ➢ Chanakya guided Chandragupta Maurya by laying the foundations of an elaborate system of administration.
 ➢ Arthashastra was written by Chanakya and it described the principles of politics and the art of administration.
 ➢ Bindusara (Chandragupta’s son) retained the same system.
 ➢ Ashoka made some minor changes after the war of Kalinga.
 ➢ The Mauryan administration had two main divisions: The Civil Administration and the Military Administration.

  Civil Administration: It had two main divisions–the Central Government and the Provincial Government.
(i) Central Government: The Centralized Government of the Mauryans had an administrative machinery made 

up of the following elements:
(a) The King was the Supreme authority and his throne was hereditary. He was also the supreme judge.
(b) The King was assisted by the Council of Ministers (Mantri Parishad) headed by the Prime Minister. Each 

Minister was responsible for his department.
(c) The Council of Ministers included the Chief Pujari of the State called Purohit; Senapati who advised the 

King on matters related to war and peace. The head treasurer was called Sannidhata and the taxation expert 
was called Samaharta.

(d) The other important officers were Accountant General, one incharge of agriculture, Superintendent of 
mines, Superintendent of ports, Controller of commerce, as well as the Superintendent of weights and 
measures.

(ii) Provincial Government: Ashoka made alterations only in the Central Government. But the Provincial 
Government was not changed. During the period of Chandragupta there were four provinces. Ashoka added 
one more Province after capturing Kalinga.

 ➢ Head of the Provinces were called Kumaras or Aryaputra. They were the Princes of the Kingdom.
 ➢ During Ashoka’s time the Kumara was assisted by the Governor (Mahamatra). Besides the Mahamatra, other 

officers took active part in the administration of the province.
 Taxes were collected by Pradeshika. Rajuka performed the function of modern day Tehsildar or revenue officer. 

The Yukta was the treasurer.
(iii) District Administration: The Provinces were divided into districts called Janapadas. Their administration was 

looked after by Pradeshika, Rajuka and Yukta.
(iv) Admistration of Cities: Important cities and the capitals had their own administrative system. The head of the 

city was called Nagaradhyaksha. According to the Greek Ambassador of Mauryan Empire (Megasthenes), the 
capital city of the Mauryan Empire was looked after by a committee of 30 members.

(v) The Revenue System: The land revenue was the main source of income in the Mauryan empire. It was one–
fourth to one–sixth of the produce. In the edicts of Ashoka two types of taxes are mentioned, namely, Bali and 
Bhaga. Bali was a religious tribute but Bhaga was levied on agricultural produce and the cattle which was at 
the rate of one–sixth. Toll tax was imposed on articles which were brought for sale. Taxes were levied on liquor 
shops and gambling houses. Some taxes were collected from forests and mining. From the revenue collected, 
the State provided various facilities like irrigation facilities, roads, hospitals, etc. And the State met the other 
expenses also.

(vi) The Spy System: Chandragupta Maurya had a very wide network of spies in his empire. There were 
spies against the enemies and on some important matters, more than one agent or spy was asked to collect 
information. The King was always kept informed of the working of bureaucracy.
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  Military Administration:
 ➢ Chandragupta Maurya had a huge army consisting of infantry, cavalry, elephants and chariots.
 ➢ According to Megasthenes the Mauryan Army consisted:

 6,00,000 infantry
 30,000 cavalry
 9,000 war-elephants
 8,000 chariots

 ➢ The main weapons used were bows, arrows, shields and swords, etc.
 ➢ The King was the Commander-in-Chief of the army.
 ➢ The whole army was under a Military Commission of thirty members.
 ➢ The Mauryans also had a well-structured recruitment policy. The soldiers were paid salary in cash.
 ➢ The Mauryan King had built forts at strategic places for safety and security of the empire.

  Ashoka's Dhamma: After the war of Kalinga, Ashoka became the peoples' King. He adopted Buddhism, but he 
didn’t impose it on his subjects. As a good king, he wanted his subjects to follow such a Dhamma that may be based 
on the unifying principles of all religions of the world. Dhamma was described as a' Moral Law’, ‘A Common Code 
of Conduct’ or an ‘Ethical Order’ in Ashoka‘s edicts, which is common meeting ground of all religions.

  Principles of Dhamma:
(i) Respect to elders and teachers and love to children.
(ii) Good deeds or good karma would give happiness to man in his next birth also.
(iii) Ahimsa or non–violence.
(iv) He disapproved empty rituals.
(v) He taught people to respect all religions.

  Impact of Dhamma on Imperial Policies of Ashoka
(i) Moral Values: People started living a moral life under the influence of Dhamma.
(ii) Religious Unity: People belonging to different religions followed their emperor's policy of religious tolerance.
(iii) End of Crimes: The policy of Ahimsa had a great moral impact on people. Thefts, crimes and other such 

activities almost came to an end.
(iv) Public welfare: With the policy of wars and conquests having come to an end, Ashoka's Dhamma helped 

officials to undertake public welfare and public work schemes. This resulted in prosperity and helped people 
to lead a peaceful life.

Key Words
•	 Arthashastras: The book written by Chanakya.
•	 Indika: The book written by Megasthenes.
•	 Bherighosha: War drum / conquest by force.
•	 Dhammaghosha: The call to non–violence and universal peace / policy of religion.
•	 Edicts: A decree issued by a ruler or a sovereign. 
•	 Mahamatras: Governors appointed by Ashoka.
•	 Sannidhata: The head treasurer
•	 Samaharta: The taxation expert
•	 Kumara or Aryaputra: Head of the province
•	 Pradeshika: Collector of taxes
•	 Rajuka: Tehsildar or Revenue officer
•	 Yukta: The treasurer
•	 Nagaradhyaksha: The Head of the city
•	 Bali: A religious tribute 
•	 Bhaga: Rate of one–sixth of tax was levied on agriculture practice and the cattle.
•	 Dhamma: A Common Code of Conduct / Ethical Order

Know the Dates
 ➢ 1909: Arthashastra was discovered.



Oswaal ICSE Revision Notes Chapterwise & Topicwise, HISTORY & CIVICS, Class-IX 25

CHAPTER-5
THE SANGAM  AGE

Revision Notes

  Introduction:
 ➢ The word ‘Sangam’ means gathering or an association.
 ➢ The Sangam Age is considered as a landmark in the history of South India.
 ➢ Thus, the Sangam Age refers to the period when bulk of Tamil literature was composed by a body of Tamil scholars 

and poets in three successive literary gatherings called Sangam.
 ➢ Hence, Sangam meaning confluence, refers to the gatherings of poets and lords.
 ➢ These took place between first century BC and second century AD in the kingdom of Pandyas.

  The Sangams:
 ➢ Traditional accounts indicate that there were three Sangam or literary gathering.
 ➢ It is believed that the first Sangam was attended by Gods and legendary sages, but all its works have perished.
 ➢ The second Sangam was attended by several poets, produced a large mass of literature, but only Tolkappiyam by 

Tolkappiar (the oldest book of Tamil grammar) has survived.
 ➢ The third Sangam was attended by many poets, produced vast literature of which only a fraction has survived. it is 

this fraction which constitutes the extant body of Sangam literature.
 ➢ There were three Kingdoms who were always at war with each other. They were the Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas. 

Their wars and heroic deeds form the themes of Sangam literature.
 ➢ According to these descriptions, Cheras had finally asserted their supremacy over the other two kingdoms.

  Sources of the Sangam Age
 ➢ From the very vast literature of Sangam, the Tirukkural is a notable source of information of that period. And 

among the archaeological source apart from the inscription, the Megaliths are also a source of information about 
the Sangam period.
 Tirukkural: It is a collection of Tamil couplets written by Tamil Poet and Philosopher Thiruvallurar. It is 

considered as a compound of the teachings of Dharmashastra, the Arthashastra and the Kamasutra. It comprises 
of a series of brief metrical proverbs on many aspects of life and religion. It is a collection of 1330 Tamil couplets 
organised into 133 chapters, with each chapter containing 10 couplets belonging to a specific subject ranging 
from “ploughing a piece of land” to “ruling a country”. It preaches simplicity and truth through its verses, it 
talks about various aspects of life and mostly teaches moral values.
The 133 chapters are divided into three sections:
(i) Aram (Virtue/righteousness)
(ii) Porul (Wealth/ government and society)
(iii) Inbam or Kaman (love/pleasure) 
 While Aram and Inbam discuss about ethical living in private life, Porul deals with public affairs.

  Sources: Megaliths
 ➢ Megaliths are very large stones found at the burial sites from the Sangam Age. These structures are box like or in 

circular form and were constructed by arranging slabs of stone without the application of mortar. The Megaliths 
structures are also called as memorial stones. They were used to mark the burial sites and to prevent those burial 
sites to be dugged up by animals and to locate them easily.

A brief study of society and economy. 

  Society of Sangam Age
 ➢ The Sangam literature gives insights about Tamil society, which represents a combination of diverse ecological 

zones which comprised of hilly regions, river valleys, coastal areas and grasslands, etc. Each zone had its own level 
of social division of labor, production and lifestyle. 

  Economy of Sangam Age
 ➢ At the inception of the Sangam Age, barter system of trade was followed. 
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 ➢ Gradually, when they began to use coins, trade picked up rapidly. Local markets came up and they were known as 
Angadis. 

 ➢ Also weaving and spinning were the most important crafts of the Sangam period.
 ➢ Trade was common to Vaishyas and Vellalas.
 ➢  Important ports were Puhar, Saliyur, Bandar.

Know the Dates
 ➢ Between 1st Century BC and 2nd Century AD Sangam gathering of bards and poets took place in the Kingdom of 

Pandyas.

CHAPTER-6
THE AGE OF THE GUPTAS

Revision Notes

  Introduction:
 ➢ The Imperial Age of the Guptas was the period of about two centuries from early fourth century AD.
 ➢ During the Gupta period, India reached new heights in the field of education, science and culture.
 ➢ This period is also known as 'the Classical Age' or ‘The Golden Age’ of the Indian history.

  Sources of Information: The main sources of information about the Guptas are the following:
 Travel accounts of Fa–Hien:

 ➢ Fa–Hien was the Chinese Pilgrim who visited India on a religious mission during the reign of Chandragupta II.
 ➢ During his long stay in India, he went on a pilgrimage to Mathura, Kannauj, Kapilavastu, Kushinagar, 

Vaishali, Pataliputra, Kashi and Rajagriha.
 ➢ His accounts give an impartial view about the conditions of the common people during that time. He made careful 

observations without resorting to any bias. According to his accounts:
(a) Magadha was very prosperous with large towns. There was wealthy population. And people were 

generally happy.
(b) Pataliputra was a flourishing city with numerous charitable institutions, including a hospital endowed by 

benevolent citizens.
(c) Although, the people were rich but led a simple and righteous lives, observing the Buddhist rules of 

conduct.
(d) Buddhism, Jainism, Vaishnavism and Shaivism were the main religions. But people however, had no ill– 

will towards other sects.
(e) Hindu Gods and Goddesses were depicted on coins and also in sculptures and paintings.
(f) The Penal code was mild and the offences were ordinarily punished by fines only.
 From the above mentioned accounts, it can be understood that the Gupta empire was prosperous and 

governed on the enlightened principles.
 The Allahabad Pillar Inscription or Prayaga Prashasti:

 ➢ Prayaga Prashasti is one of the important epigraphic evidences of the Imperial Gupta dynasty.
 ➢ It is an account of praise written by the Court Poet Harisena in honour of Samudragupta, arguably the most 

powerful of Gupta rulers.
 ➢ This Pillar was first called Ashokan Pillar which is now situated in Allahabad.

  Political History and Administration of Samudragupta
 ➢ Samudragupta created a model for conquest and governance well suited to the changed political and economic 

conditions of ancient India in the 4th century CE.
 ➢ He was a highly capable and efficient administrator. Samudragupta organized civil administration in a systematic 

way that ensured peace and prosperity throughout the vast empire.
 ➢ He adopted various policies which made the rulers of South India accept his supremacy and were established as 

the subordinate states. Following were his policies:-
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�	 Policy of Prasambhodarana
�	 Policy of Grahanamokshanugrahana
�	 Policy of Parichakikarana
�	 Policy of Sarvakardanakaranpranamagamana
�	 Ashwamedha Yajana
�	 Coins of Samudragupta 

  Political History and Administration of Chandragupta Vikramaditya 

 ➢ Samudragupta’s exertions had created a vast empire and so Chandragupta II was spared the difficult task of 
building up an empire. 

 ➢ Chandragupta Vikramaditya also applied his diplomatic skills to good use. Since warfare was not always the best 
means to tackle them, often non-military means, particularly matrimonial matchmaking, were adopted to keep 
these powers in check, subdued or taken as allies.

 ➢ There was a vast hierarchy of officials with varying ranks and designations.

  The Golden Era in the Indian History

 ➢ There was high level of civilization and culture in the Gupta period. It was also called ‘The Golden Age of Indian 
Culture’.

 ➢ Along with the revival of Hinduism, the power of creativity was unleashed in the fields of education, literature, 
arts, architecture and science. At the same time it extended this influence beyond India’s frontier.

  Education: 

 ➢ Gupta Age gave utmost importance to education, which is evident from the intellectual output in various fields like 
literature, science, astronomy, mathematics and medicine.

 ➢ There were many centers of learning in cities like capital Pataliputra, Ujjain, Valabhi, Nasik and Ayodhya.

 ➢ The teachers were learned Brahmanas, who were known as Acharyas and Upadhyayas and some were given the 
title of Bhattas, this was also mentioned in the inscriptions.

 ➢ These teachers were supported by the grant of villages called the agraharas, given by the Gupta rulers and charities 
given by generous public.

  The Shishyas (disciples) had to learn fourteen sections of science (Chaturdasavidya), comprising of four Vedas, 
six Vedantas, the Puranas, Navya, Nimansa and Dharma, besides Vyakarana (Ashtadhyayi of Panini) and the 
Satasahashri – samhita or the Mahabharata.

 ➢ During Gupta period, the Jain and Buddhist systems of education assumed a different dimension.

  Buddhist Monasteries Education System:

 ➢ They admitted students for ten years. Their learning began with the oral method. Later they shifted to the reading 
of literary texts.

 ➢ The Monasteries had libraries. Important manuscripts were copied and stored.

 ➢ Students from other countries like China and south – east Asia came to the Buddhist Monasteries for education. 
The Monasteries attracted scholars from far and near.

 ➢ Chinese traveller and scholar Fa-Hien also spent several years in the Monastery at Pataliputra, studying Buddhist 
religious books.

 ➢ Higher education was given equal importance during the Gupta Age as evident from a number of universities 
which existed during this period.

 ➢ The two popular universities were Takshila and Nalanda.

 ➢ The Takshila University was one of the first few centres in the world which offered higher education. This university 
was however, established before the Gupta Empire came into existence.

  Nalanda University 

 ➢ It was the most renowned educational institution of ancient India. It was located at Nalanda in Rajagriha in Bihar.

 ➢ Hiuen Tsang, a Chinese Buddhist scholar, who visited India during the reign of Harshavardhan gave a lot of 
information in his accounts about Nalanda University and also inscriptions inform us a lot about the university.

 ➢ The university of Nalanda had imposing buildings. There were at least eight colleges built by different patrons 
including one by Balaputradeva, king of Sumatra.
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 ➢ According to Hiuen Tsang, the whole university area was enclosed by a brick wall.

 ➢ The Nalanda university had more than 10,000 students and teachers. They came from Mongolia, China, Tibet, 
Korea, Japan, Ceylon and various parts of India.

 ➢ The Nalanda University provided various facilities to the students for their studies. There were three great libraries 
called Ratnasagar, Ratnaranjak and Ratnodadhi.

 ➢ The subjects of study at Nalanda university were all the four Vedas, Logic, Medicine, Grammar, Yoga, Sankhya, 
Nyaya and the Buddhist works of the different schools.

 ➢ Nalanda university was not an ordinary university. It was a post–graduate institution to which getting admission 
was very difficult.

 ➢ Before admission, an examination was held in which hardly 20% students passed and the rest were rejected. Only 
the most brilliant students were admitted to the university.

 ➢ Nalanda continued to be a beacon of light up to 12th century AD when it was destroyed by Mohammed-bin- 
Bakhtiar Khilji, a General of Mohammed Ghori.

 ➢ Today only the remains of its magnificence and glory can be seen.

  Literature:

 ➢ The Gupta Age constitutes an important phase in the history of Sanskrit literature.
 ➢ It replaced Prakrit not only in inscriptions but also in religious and philosophical literature.
 ➢ Sanskrit became the language of the learned and retained its supreme position for a thousand years for 

administrative purpose.
 ➢ Sanskrit was used in official documents as well as in inscriptions.
 ➢ The classical Sanskrit literature that flowered during the Gupta period consisted of Epics, Poetry Drama, Prose and 

Lyrics.
 ➢ Both religious and secular literature existed side by side.
 ➢ The Gupta Age was distinguished by number of writers, whose contribution vastly enriched the different branches 

of Indian literature.
 ➢ These included Kalidasa, Sudraka, Bhasa, Harisena, Dandin, Subandhu and Bharavi.
 ➢ The most outstanding work was of Kalidasa, the famous poet and dramatist.

  Kalidasa:

 ➢ The greatest poet and playwright, which India has ever produced is Kalidasa.
 ➢ Vincent Smith had compared the Gupta Age with Elizabethan period and Kalidasa was compared with Shakespeare.
 ➢ Kalidasa's three famous poetic works are: Raghuvamsa, Meghaduta and Kumarasambhava.
 ➢ The three dramatic works of Kalidasa were: Vikramorvasiyam, Malavikagnimitram and Abijanashakuntalam.
 ➢ His drama Abhijanashakuntalam narrates the love story of King Dushyanta and Shakuntala whose son Bharata 

later became the ruler.
 ➢ The Meghdutta (the cloud messengers) is equally an outstanding lyrical poetic work.
 ➢ The hero of Malavikagnimitram is Chandragupta Vikramaditya. It was written to commemorate the marriage of his 

daughter Prabhavati with Rudrasena.
 ➢ All the works of Kalidasa specially dramatic works have been translated into many major languages of the world.
 ➢ Although the subject–matter of Kalidasa's work is love, nature and beauty, they nevertheless give reliable 

information about the government, society and religion of the Gupta period.
 ➢ Besides, they also contain traces of political history.

  Culture:
 ➢ The Gupta Empire was a well–organized state under succession of versatile and mighty rulers who led it from one 

point of achievement to another.
 ➢ There was political stability so trade and commerce flourished.
 ➢ This economic prosperity allowed people to pursue various arts and crafts and literary activities.
 ➢ Thus, the ideal conditions available in the Gupta Age, led to the unprecedented development of Indian culture.
 ➢ During the Gupta period temples were built with elaborate details unlike the earlier period, when wood or other 

perishable material was used for temple construction, the temples in Gupta period were built of solid material like 
bricks and stone.
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  The Vishnu Temple at Deogarh:
 ➢ The Vishnu Temple, also called the Dashavatara Temple, is one of the finest examples of Gupta architecture.
 ➢ It is about 125 km from Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh.
 ➢ It is one of the earliest Hindu stone temples that survives till this date.
 ➢ It was the first north Indian temple with a shikhara or tower, although a part of it has disappeared.
 ➢ It was completely made of stone and bricks. The temple was built on a 1.5 meter high platform.
 ➢ Four stairways outside the platform provide access to the temple. Its exterior is decorated with scenes from 

Ramayana.
 ➢ The entrance and pillars were adorned with countless paintings and carvings.
 ➢ It is dedicated to Lord Vishnu, the God of preservation, who is shown asleep on the coil of the giant serpent called 

Sheshanaga.
 ➢ There was an outer wall around the temple.

  Science:
 ➢ During the Gupta period, great contribution was made in many branches of sciences like medicine, astronomy, 

metallurgy, etc.
 ➢ Varahamihira was a great astronomer. He had proved that moon rotates round the earth and the earth rotates 

round the sun.
 ➢ The Brihat Samhita of Varahamihira deals with astronomy, botany, natural history and physical geography.
 ➢ Brahmagupta was a mathematician and astronomer. He described the law of gravitation several centuries before 

Newton.
 ➢ Metallurgy or the scientific study of metals had reached an advance stage during the Gupta period.
 ➢ This is evident from the Iron Pillar at Mehrauli near Qutub Minar in New Delhi.
 ➢ Charaka and Sushruta were famous scholars of Ayurveda.
  Aryabhatta:
 ➢ Aryabhatta was a great astronomer and mathematician.
 ➢ He flourished during the reign of Gupta dynasty.
 ➢ His two books include Aryabhattiyam and Surya Siddhanta. His main achievements were the following:

(i) He discovered the rule for finding the area of a triangle.
(ii) He calculated the exact value of (π) Pi which was equal to 3.1416. The credit of trigonometry actually goes 

to him.
(iii) He said that the earth revolves round the sun several centuries before the Europeans proved the same 

thing.
(iv) Aryabhatta was acquainted with the decimal and use of ‘Zero’.
(v) In his work Surya Siddhanta, he explained the exact causes of solar and lunar eclipses.

CHAPTER-7(A)
MEDIEVAL INDIA : THE CHOLAS

Revision Notes

  Introduction:

 ➢ The southern part of river Krishna was inhabited by Dravidians in the southern part of Indian peninsula. The 
Dravidians had their own culture and language.

 ➢ The three powerful kingdoms existed in this region- the Cheras, the Pandyas and the Cholas. Among them the 
most powerful were the Cholas.

 ➢ The Chola came into existence in the ninth century, brought under its control a large part of the peninsula.

 ➢ The Cholas developed a large powerful navy which enabled them to develop India’s sea–trade in the Indian Ocean 
and they conquered Sri Lanka and Maldives Islands.

 ➢ By the end of the 9th century, the Cholas defeated the Pallavas of Kanchi and weakened the Pandyas bringing the 
Tamil country (Tondamandala) under their control.
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  Sources of Information:

 The important sources of information about the Cholas are:

(1) Inscriptions by Rajaraja –I

 ➢ The main source of information for the history of the Chola period was the large number of inscriptions found on 
the pillars and walls of the temples.

 ➢ Rajaraja I conceived the idea of prefixing his inscription about the main achievements of his ruling period.

 ➢ All the successors of Rajaraja followed his example.

 ➢ There is a formal record of the transactions made by each Chola ruler.

 ➢ The inscriptions of the Cholas are in three forms: copper–plate grants, stone inscriptions and inscriptions made on 
the walls and pillars of the temples.

 ➢ The origin of the Chola dynasty and its rulers are indicated on the copper–plate grants known as Anbil, Karandi as 
well as the Kanyakumari.

 ➢ Another set of copper–plate contains 31 copper sheets. These plates are written in Tamil and Sanskrit.

 ➢ They record a grant made by Rajendra Chola I to the temple.

 ➢ The inscriptions provide the following information about the Cholas:
(i) They tell us about the Chola administration. The information about the village administration, taxation 

and land revenue is found on the inscriptions of Uttaramerur.
(ii) Some inscriptions have royal orders on taxation and land revenue, resolutions of village assemblies, 

judgements delivered against persons guilty of theft, murder and other crimes.
(iii) They record gifts and endowments to the temples and Brahamana. Copper–plate inscriptions are 

the records of grants of villages, plots of land or other privileges to individuals or institutions given by 
the Cholas. Example – The Leyden grant (they are preserved in the museum of Leyden in Holland) of 
Parantaka Chola and those of Parakesari Uttama Chola are among the most important.

(iv) They inform us about the construction of a temple or the setting up of a new image of the deity.
(v) Inscriptions on temple walls served the purpose of public registrations such as the record of sales, 

mortgages and other forms of transfer of property rights in village lands.
(2) The Brihadeshwara Temples:

 ➢ The Cholas had built a number of temples.
 ➢ The gateway of the temple was called Gopuram.
 ➢ The main shrine was known as the Garbhagriha. Here the image of gods and goddesses were kept. These images 

were made either of stone or bronze. 
 ➢ The place where people gathered for the prayers was called ‘mandapa’ or the audience. It was built in front of the 

main shrine.
 ➢ The chief features of Chola temples are their massive towers (Vimanas) and the spacious courtyards.
 ➢ The best example of the Chola temple built at Thanjavur is Brihadeshwara Temple. It is also known as Rajarajeshwara 

Temple after King Rajaraja I, who build it in the honour of Lord Shiva.
 ➢ The achievements of Rajaraja I are inscribed on the walls of this temple.
 ➢ It is one of the best specimens of Dravidian style of architecture.
 ➢ The main structure of the temple has a great Vimana or tower which rises to a height of 190 feet.
 ➢ It is crowned by a massive dome consisting of a single block of stone, 25 feet high and weighing about 80 tons.
 ➢ The massive temple building is covered from the base to the top with sculptures and decorative mouldings.
 ➢ The shrine houses a gigantic Shiva Lingam cut in a monolithic rock about 8.87 metres high.
 ➢ The temple has many structures such as a Nandi Pavilion, a pillared portico and large assembly hall.
 ➢ The Brihadeshwara temple is the finest monument of a splendid period of south Indian history and the most 

beautiful specimen of Tamil architecture.
 ➢ The temple of Brihadeshwara has been declared as a World Heritage site by UNESCO.

  Political History of the Cholas:

 ➢ Vijayalaya Chola established the Chola dynasty during the middle of the ninth century in Tamil land. Its capital 
was Thanjavur. 

 ➢ After his death, his grandson, Parantaka I became the king.
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 ➢ He conquered Madurai and defeated the Pandyas and also rulers of Lanka.
 ➢ By the 11th century AD the Chola power had reached the height of its glory. The two prominent rulers of this 

dynasty were Rajaraja I and his son, Rajendra Chola.

  Rajaraja I:
 ➢ With the accession of Rajaraja I, began the most glorious epoch of the Cholas.
 ➢ He strengthened the Chola empire with his ability, power and military skills. He was a brilliant general and 

campaigned in many directions.
 ➢ He attacked the kingdoms of the Pandyas and the Cheras as well as parts of Mysore.
 ➢ Rajaraja annexed parts of Deccan and overran Vengi (Andhra Pradesh). He did this in order to prove the strength 

of the Chola power.
 ➢ He took some territories of Mysore, Travancore and Coorg.
 ➢ The coasts of Kerala, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and the Maldives Islands had become rich through the money that came to 

them from overseas trade.
 ➢ India sent textiles, spices and precious stones to the west Asian countries. The people who came from Western Asia 

to trade in these goods were the Arab merchants, who exchanged money for goods.
 ➢ Foreigners, brought wealth to India through their trade.
 ➢ Rajaraja I wanted to control the flourishing trade of South–East Asia, which took place through the sea route, via 

the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea. He decided to show his strength along the coasts of South India.
 ➢ So, he took out a naval expedition and attacked both Sri Lanka and the Maldives Islands. He conquered the 

northern half of Sri Lanka.
 ➢ He built the Rajarajeshwara temple (Brihadeshwara temple) of Lord Shiva at Thanjavur. On the walls of this temple 

are inscribed the main works of Rajaraja I.
 ➢ Under his rule, the Cholas became the supreme power in Southern India. The increase in trade brought prosperity 

to their kingdom, Cholamandal.
 ➢ In fact, the word, Coromandel has been derived from Cholamandal.

  Rajendra Chola:
 ➢ Rajendra I succeeded his father Rajaraja I. He continued his father's policies.
 ➢ In the south, he invaded and annexed the whole island of Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka was not able to free herself from the 

Chola control for another 50 years.
 ➢ Rajendra's campaigns were daring. Once his armies marched up to east coast of India, through Odisha (Orissa), up 

to the Ganga river. Rajendra I himself led the army up to the river Godavari and thereafter, his generals took charge 
of the army.

 ➢ The Chola army defeated Mahipala, king of Bengal. To commemorate this victory, he adopted the title of 
Gangaikonda and built a new capital called Gangaikonda–Cholapuram.

 ➢ His most daring campaign was in south–east Asia. For centuries, Indian merchants had been trading with various 
parts of south–east Asia and Southern China, through the straits of Malacca, which was held by the kingdom of 
Shrivijaya. This kingdom began creating problems for the Indian merchants, who in turn appealed to Rajendra 
Chola for help.

 ➢ He sent out a huge navy and defeated the king of Shrivijaya. As a result, Indian trade with south–east Asia and 
Southern China continued, thereby greatly enriching the Chola kingdom.

 ➢ He built magnificent palaces and beautiful temples at his new capital Gangaikonda–cholapuram.

  The Chola Administration: 
 ➢ The inscriptions of the Cholas prove that their system of administration was highly organised and efficient.
 ➢ The emperor (King) was the epicentre of the whole machinery of the state. The administration and all the authority 

rested in his hands.

  Central Government:
 ➢ The king was the most important person in the Chola administration as all authority was vested on him. But he had 

Council of Ministers to advise him.
 ➢ The king often went on tours in order to keep a check on the administration.
 ➢ The officers were paid by giving them assignments in revenue–bearing lands.
 ➢ The Princes were actively employed in peace and war. They were associated with the ruling Sovereigns.
 ➢ The Central Government looked after external defence, internal peace and order, promotion of general prosperity 

and cultural progress of the empire.

  Provincial Government:
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 ➢ The Chola empire was divided into Mandalams or Provinces.

 ➢ These Mandalams were further divided into Valanadu and Nadu.

 ➢ Princes of the royal family were appointed Governors of Provinces.

  Local Self Government:

 ➢ Cholas were good administrators. They believed in local self–government.

 ➢ In many villages the administration was carried out by the villagers themselves and not by the government officials.

 ➢ These villages had three types of village assemblies namely- the Ur, the Sabha and the Nagaram.

 ➢ There are long inscriptions on the walls of some of the village temples giving details of how the Ur and Sabha were 
organized.

 ➢ The Ur was the common type of assembly of the villagers where the land was held by all classes of who were 
members of the local assembly.

 ➢ The Sabha was an exclusively Brahmin assembly of the villages where all the land belonged to the Brahmins.

 ➢ The Nagaram was an assembly of merchants and belonged to localities where traders and merchants were in a 
dominant position.

 ➢ The villagers who owned land were chosen by a vote to the Council. The life and work of the villagers were 
discussed in these Councils.

 ➢ This was a source of popular strength because it united the people. All affairs concerning the village, such as 
collection of taxes, settlement of disputes and allocation of water were looked after by the Committees.

  The Temples:

 ➢ The Chola temples at that time were built not only as places of worship, but also as centers of learning, and 
economic, social and cultural activity where people gathered.

 ➢ Some temples owned huge lands and participated in inland and overseas trade.
 ➢ The lands donated to the temples were known as the devadaya or devadana.
 ➢ In some cases, instead of giving land to the temples land–revenue of certain villages was assigned to the temple 

and the concerned villagers were instructed to pay land–revenue in produce and in gold to the temple treasury.
 ➢ The temples were also the biggest employers after the state, providing work and means of livelihood to a large 

number of people.
 ➢ The temples used to take care of the welfare of its workers by providing food, clothing and housing facilities and by 

arranging proper education and establishing hospitals.
 ➢ The temple was also a centre for education. The priests of the temples were the local teachers as there were no 

separate schools.
 ➢ The schools were housed in the temple courtyard. The students learnt their lessons in two languages – Sanskrit and 

Tamil.
 ➢ The religious teachings was in Sanskrit such as the Vedas had to be studied. The students learnt Tamil, which was 

the language widely spoken in the Chola kingdom.
 ➢ Tamil was influenced by Sanskrit and gradually incorporated a number of Sanskrit words.

  The Revenue:

 ➢ The Revenue of the Chola kingdom came from the taxes on land, the produce of the land and the tax on trade.

 ➢ Part of the revenue was kept for the king. The rest was used on public works, such as the building of roads and 
tanks, on salaries of the officials, on paying for the upkeep of the army and on the building of temples.

 ➢ The taxes on land were collected by the officials from the Village Councils.

  The Chola Art:

 ➢ The Chola rulers were great conquerors and efficient administrators. They loved art and architecture.
 ➢ They built temples, canals, roads, cities and palaces.
 ➢ Most of the Chola temples were built in the Dravidian style.
 ➢ Early Chola temples were simple structures. But the later temples, became bigger and grander.
 ➢ The art of making stone and metal images had made rapid progress under the Chola rulers.
 ➢ The Cholas excelled in making images of Gods and Goddesses.
 ➢ The bronze image of Lord Shiva in dancing position ‘Nataraja’ is an excellent work of art.
 ➢ The image of Nataraja has been described as the “cultural epitome” of the Chola period.



Oswaal ICSE Revision Notes Chapterwise & Topicwise, HISTORY & CIVICS, Class-IX 33

Key Words
•	 Anbil and Karandi: The copper–plate grants.
•	 Gopuram: The gateway of the temple.
•	 Garbhagriha: The main shrine where the images of Gods and Goddesses are kept.
•	 Mandapa: The audience hall where people gathered for prayers.
•	 Vimanas: Towers of the Chola temples
•	 Mandalams: Provinces
•	 Nataraja: Lord of Dance (Lord Shiva)
•	 Devadaya or Devadana: The lands donated to the temples.

Know the Dates

 	Latter half of the 9th century to the beginning of the 13th century: The Chola dynasty was in the power.

CHAPTER-7(B)
THE DELHI SULTANATE

Revision Notes

  Introduction:
 ➢ Because of the absence of a powerful Central government, numerous small kingdoms had emerged by the 10th and 

11th centuries.
 ➢ The lack of political unity was largely responsible for quick victories of the Turks, who began their conquests in the 

11th and 12th centuries. The Turkish Empire was established in the 13th century.
 ➢ The period between  1206 and 1526, when five dynasties successively ruled from Delhi is known as the period of 

Delhi Sultanate.
 ➢ It was so called because the rulers of various dynasties which ruled from their capital at Delhi were called the 

Sultans.

  Sources Information:
 ➢ There are number of official records, administrative manuals, biographies, autobiographies, court histories, 

chronicles, foreign traveller's accounts and private correspondence which provide much information for 
reconstructing the history of the Delhi Sultanate.

 ➢ The important source of information about the Delhi Sultanate are of:
1. Inscriptions:

 ➢ Inscriptions are valuable supplements and not the real sources of information on the Delhi Sultanate.
 ➢ Inscriptions of the Sultanate period have been found on coins, seals, monuments, walls of mosques, tombs and 

milestones.
 ➢ Some of the inscriptions are in Arabic or Persian, the inscriptions were also in Sanskrit or Urdu.
 ➢ The first coin issued by Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khilji bears both Arabic and Sanskrit inscriptions.
 ➢ Similarly, the famous traveller Ibn Batuta noticed a commemorative inscription in the Jama Masjid in Delhi, which 

he deciphered.
2. Monuments:

 ➢ The monuments built by rulers of Delhi Sultanate reveal not only the cultural trends of the period but also the 
living conditions, faiths and beliefs and socio-cultural outlook of the rulers. They built many monuments.

 ➢ The most significant of these monuments is Qutub Minar in Delhi.

  Qutub Minar:

 ➢ It is one of the most famous monuments of the Delhi Sultanate period.

 ➢ Its foundation was laid by Qutub–ud–din Aibak and was dedicated to the Sufi Saint, Qutub–ud–din Bakhtiyar 
Kaki, who was greatly venerated by the people of Delhi.
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 ➢ The construction began in 1199 AD, under the reign of Iltutmish, the structure was completed. Its special features 
are:

(a) When it was originally completed, it rose to a height of 71.4 meters with four storeys. But the tower was 
damaged by lightning in 1369 AD and during the course of repairs and renovations Feroz Shah Tughluq 
further raised its height to 73 meters.

(b) It has five storeys tapering as they ascend. Each storey is separated from the other by projecting balcony.
(c) A circular stairway leading to the top is inside the minaret. It has 379 steps.
(d) The entrance is through the doorway on the northern side.
(e) The Minar is circular tower about 13.8 meters in diameter at the base and tapers to the width of around 3 

meters at the summit.
(f) Red sandstone, marble and grey quartzite were used to construct the tower.
(g) Each of the tower has a projecting balcony. These balconies are supported in such a way that the whole 

structure takes the load of weight.
(h) The walls of the Qutub Minar carry carvings and calligraphy of verses from the Holy Quran and floral 

motifs are inscribed on this tower.

  Political History:
 ➢ The Slave Dynasty:
 ➢ The Sultanate of Delhi had five successive ruling dynasties namely:

1. The Slave dynasty
2. The Khilji dynasty
3. The Tughlaq dynasty
4. The Sayyid dynasty
5. The Lodhi dynasty

 ➢ The last Turkish conqueror of North India, Muhammad Ghori defeated Prithviraj Chauhan at the Second Battle of 
Tarain in 1192. Delhi passed into the hands of these rulers later.

 ➢ From Delhi the Turkish rule extended into the gangetic plains and to Bihar and Bengal.
 ➢ Before leaving for Afghanistan the Turks left behind a slave general  Qutub-ud-din Aibak as viceroy of the 

conquered lands. 
 ➢ He is regarded as the founder of the Slave Dynasty. 

  Political History and Administration Qutub-ud-din Aibak
 ➢ After coming to power, Qutub-ud-din had to face many challenges, in order to keep his position intact. Turkish 

officers could not be trusted as they were all jealous of his power. The Rajputs were also a huge threat, who were 
defeated and the sovereignty of North India was snatched away from their hands by the Turks, so they were 
fighting against the Turks at different places. The distant provinces which were captured by Turks, were not under 
complete control of Qutub-ud-din, as was the case with Bengal. Qutub-ud-din faced all these difficulties with 
determination. He first strengthened his position in Delhi and Lahore and then the most of Turkish nobles were 
persuaded to accept his subordination. He stubbornly refused to accept the over lordship of Yildis, turned him out 
of Punjab and saved his infant kingdom from the politics of Central Asia. Thus, both by diplomacy and force, he 
succeeded in maintaining separate and independent status of the Delhi Sultanate. Qutub-ud-din could not pursue 
the policy of extension of his kingdom. He could not pay due attention even towards the Rajputs who succeeded 
in recovering some of their territories from the Turks. Mostly he remained busy in defending his independent 
position.

 ➢ In order to strengthen his own position, Qutub-ud-din entered into matrimonial alliances with important 
personalities.

 ➢ For his charitable nature, Qutub-ud-din was given the title of 'Lakhbaksh'.
 ➢ He is regarded as the founder of the Slave Dynasty.

  The Khilji Dynasty:
 ➢ The last ruler of the Slave dynasty was murdered in 1290 and there arose a new line of rulers called the Khiljis.
 ➢ Jalaluddin Khilji was the founder of the Khilji dynasty, who came to the throne after killing Kaikubad, the last king 

of Slave dynasty.
 ➢ Jalaluddin Khilji was murdered by his nephew Alauddin Khilji who proclaimed himself as the Sultan.

  Alaudddin Khilji:
 ➢ When Alauddin ascended the throne, he had to face a rebellion of Mongols who had earlier settled near Delhi.
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 ➢ When Alauddin heard of the rebellion he got many of the Mongols massacred.
 ➢ After that Alauddin conqured all the territories of Malwa, including Dhar, Ujjain, Mandu and Chanderi.
 ➢ By 1305, Alauddin conquered most of the northern India.
 ➢ He had a strong army and started paying his soldiers in cash.

  Market Regulations:
 ➢ In history Alauddin was best known for his market regulations.
 ➢ He had fixed the cost of all commodities such as food grains, sugar and cooking oil.
 ➢ For this purpose, he set up three markets at Delhi-one market for food grains, the second for costly cloth and the 

third for horses, slaves and cattle.
 ➢ Each market was put under the charge of a controller of market (Shahna).
 ➢ Very strict punishments were prescribed for cheating and under weighing goods.

  Alauddin's Deccan Expedition:
 ➢ Alauddin Khilji was the first Sultan, who after conquering the bulk of northern India, sent an expedition to Deccan 

under Malik Kafur.
 ➢ The kingdoms of Devagiri, Warangal, Dwarasamudra and Madurai were conquered but not annexed.
 ➢ Alauddin did not annex these kingdoms for two reasons:

(a) Firstly, he realised that it would be practically difficult to control these distant lands from Delhi.
(b) Secondly, he was more interested in acquiring the wealth of these Deccan kingdoms for the maintenance 

of his huge army.
 ➢ Thus, the rulers of Deccan were forced to accept the over lordship of Alauddin Khilji to pay annual tribute to him.

  Measures against Nobility:
 ➢ When Alauddin Khilji came to the throne, he had to face a series of rebellions from the nobles. So he took a number 

of measures to crush their power.
(i) The Nobles were not allowed to hold parties or festivities or to form marriage alliances without the 

permission of the Sultan.
(ii) The use of wine and intoxicants was banned.
(iii) Gambling was forbidden and gamblers were severely punished.
(iv) He stopped paying the soldiers in land and introduced cash salaries.
(v) He established an efficient spy system to keep a check on the activities of the Nobles.

  Military Reforms:
 ➢ Alauddin Khilji was the first ruler of Delhi who laid the foundation of a permanent standing army.
 ➢ He improved the quality of the horses and started the system of branding horses (dagh) so that the soldiers could 

not replace them with inferior quality horses.
 ➢ He also introduced the system of Chehra, i.e., giving a kind of identity card to every soldier.
 ➢ He himself approved all recruitments to the army and paid cash salaries to the soldiers from the royal treasury.

  Revenue Reforms:
 ➢ Alauddin Khilji introduced a number of important measures to get maximum revenue.
 ➢ He brought all the land of the empire under his direct control.
 ➢ He introduced the practice of measuring land and fixing the state share accordingly.
 ➢ He increased the land revenue from one-third to one half and demanded it to be paid in cash and not in kind.
 ➢ He appointed special officers to collect land revenue.
 ➢ Towards the end of his life he was dominated by Malik Kafur, his Commander.
 ➢ After many intrigues the Khilji dynasty finally come to an end when Ghazi Malik, the Governor of Dipalpur 

ascended the throne.

  Tughlaq Dynasty:
 ➢ The ascension to the throne by Ghazi had its ups and downs.
 ➢ In 1320 he took the title of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq Shah and began the Tughlaq dynasty.
 ➢ He died during the collapse of a pavilion used in his honour in 1325.

  Muhammad Bin Tughlaq:
 ➢ Ghiyas-ud-din’s son Jauna Khan ascended the throne and took the title of Muhammad Bin Tughlaq.
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 ➢ Muhammad bin Tughlaq was one of the most remarkable rulers of his age. He was a great scholar.
 ➢ He had great interest in religion and philosophy.
 ➢ He had also mastered mathematics; astronomy, logic and physical sciences.
 ➢ He was a lover of Persian literature, music, fine arts and calligraphy.
 ➢ He was also known as "Man of opposites".

  Transfer of Capital:
 ➢ During Muhammad bin Tughlaq’s reign the empire had also spread to the south.
 ➢ He shifted his capital to Devagiri near modern Aurangabad and renamed it Daulatabad.
 ➢ He did it for the following reasons:

(a) Daulatabad was centrally located from where he could control the Deccan territories.
(b) Delhi was in the grip of severe famine.
(c) Delhi was constantly threatened by the Mongol invasions.

 ➢ He ordered the people of Delhi including religious heads to shift to Daulatabad.
 ➢ On realising the gravity of the threat from north–west he decided to shift the capital back to Delhi. This caused lots 

of hardships to the people.

  Token Currency:
 ➢ Another controversial step which Muhammad bin Tughlaq took was the introduction of the “token currency”.
 ➢ It meant introduction of Bronze tanka in place of Silver tanka. This was done because of the shortage of Silver.
 ➢ But this experiment failed due to the circulation of counterfeit or fake coins on a very large scale, which caused 

chaos in trade and commerce.
 ➢ Consequently, he withdrew the token currency.

  Taxation in Doab:
 ➢ Muhammad bin Tughlaq wanted to conquer territories not only in India but also in Central Asia.
 ➢ For this, he required a large army and large amount of money to pay his army.
 ➢ So, in order to get more revenue, he increased the land tax in the fertile region of Ganga–Yamuna doab.
 ➢ At the same time, a severe famine broke out in the area and the people refused to pay the extra taxes and rose in 

rebellion. But the tax collectors showed no mercy and took stern measures to collect the taxes.
 ➢ This made some of the peasants to abandon their lands and flee to jungles.
 ➢ Muhammad bin Tughlaq took effective steps to fight the famine and save the situation.
 ➢ He ordered free distribution of grains, advanced loans to the peasants, improved irrigation facilities, etc.
 ➢ But it was too late and a number of people were starved to death as agriculture suffered a heavy setback in the 

doab area.

  Plan of Conquests:
 ➢ Muhammad bin Tughlaq dreamt of conquering the world. So, he organised a huge army and paid one full year 

salary in advance to his soldiers.
 ➢ He then decided to conquer Khurasan, Persia (Iran) and Iraq.
 ➢ But after a year and following the failure of the token currency, Muhammad bin Tughlaq abandoned the project 

and disbanded the army.

  Administration of Sultanate:
 ➢ By the end of the 12th century the state set up by the Turks in northern India gradually developed into a powerful 

and centralized State.
 ➢ The Sultan was the supreme executive, legislative, military and judicial authority.
 ➢ The Sultan kept an eye on the revenue and expenditure. He was assisted by a number of ministers.
 ➢ The key figure was the Wazir, who acted as the Prime Minister in administration. The Wazir supervised the work of 

other officials.
 ➢ The final decisions were always taken by the Sultan.
 ➢ The Minister in Charge of the army was called ‘Ariz-i-Mumalik’.
 ➢ The Ariz was not the Commander-in-Chief of the army, since the Sultan himself commanded all the armed forces.
 ➢ The special responsibility of the Ariz's department was to recruit, equip and pay the army.
 ➢ There were two other important departments, namely, the Diwan-i-Risalat and Diwan-i- Insha.
 ➢ The Diwan-i-Risalat dealt with religious matters and was presided over by the Chief Sadar, who was generally a 

leading Qazi.
 ➢ The Qazi was the head of the department of justice and advised the Sultan on civil and religious matters.
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 ➢ The Diwan-i-Insha dealt with state correspondence.
 ➢ During the Sultanate the empire was divided into provinces called ‘iqtas’. Each province was placed under officials 

called ‘Muqtis’.
 ➢ To facilitate local administration, provinces were further divided into ‘Shiqs’ and ‘Parganas’ or districts.
 ➢ The village was the lowest administrative unit.
 ➢ The officials who worked at the village level included the ‘Muqaddam’ (the village headman), the Patwari (the 

record – keeper) and the ‘Mushrif ’ (the village accountant).
 ➢ Each village also had a panchayat to settle local disputes.

  Nobles:
 ➢ The nobles formed an extremely powerful group as they held positions of provincial governors and military 

commanders.
 ➢ During this period the practice of giving grants of revenue from a territory came to be known as the ‘Iqta system’.
 ➢ Those who were given iqtas were called ‘Iqtadars’.
 ➢ Out of this grant the iqtadars had to maintain themselves, their families and some soldiers for use by the Sultan 

during war.
 ➢ When the central authority became weak, many of these iqtadars functioned as independent rulers of the territories 

under their command.

Key Words
•	 Delhi Sultanate: It was a period between 1206 and 1526, when five successive dynasties namely, The Slave, The 

Khilji, The Tughlaq, The Sayyid and The Lodhi dynasties ruled from Delhi as their capital and their rulers were 
called Sultans.

•	 Shahna: Controller of market
•	 Chehra: Giving a kind of identity card to every soldier. 
•	 Ariz-i-mumalik: The Minister in Charge of the army 
•	 Iqtas: Provinces 
•	 Parganas or shiqs: Districts
•	 Muqaddam: The village headman
•	 Patwari: The record keeper 
•	 Mushrif: The village accountant

Know the Dates
 ➢ 13th century: Turk empire was established 
 ➢ 1206 to 1526: Five dynasties ruled from Delhi as their capital called Delhi Sultanate.
 ➢ 1192: Second Battle of Tarain
 ➢ 1290: The last ruler of the Slave dynasty was murdered.
 ➢ 1320: Ghazi Malik took the title of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq Shah.
 ➢ 1325: Ghiyas-ud-din Tuqhlaq died.

CHAPTER-7(C)
THE MUGHAL EMPIRE

Revision Notes

  Introduction:
 ➢ India was ruled by breakaway kingdoms of the Delhi Sultanate and there was no powerful central authority, on the 

eve of Babur's invasion of India in 1526.
 ➢ Bengal, Jaunpur, Gujarat, Malwa and Mewar had all become independent.
 ➢ These States were always fighting against one another with the result that a sense of insecurity and tension reigned 

supreme throughout the country.
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 ➢ However, these regional kingdoms, one by one came under the control of the Mughals.

  Sources of Information:
The main sources of information about the Mughals are: 

(1) Ain-i-Akbari:
 ➢ It was a part of a large project of history writing, commissioned by Akbar.
 ➢ It is regarded as a precious source for knowing the administration and culture during the reign of Akbar.
 ➢ It was written by Abul Fazl, the minister and one of the nine jewels at Akbar’s court.
 ➢ The Ain-i-Akbari is divided into five books.
 ➢ The first book deals with the imperial household.
 ➢ The second book deals with servants of the emperor, the military and civil services.
 ➢ The third book deals with the imperial administration. It consists of the regulations for the judicial and executive 

departments and the divisions of the empire.
 ➢ The fourth book contains information about Hindu philosophy, science, social customs and literature.
 ➢ The fifth book contains the wise sayings of Akbar. This also contains an account of the ancestry and biography of 

the author, Abul Fazl.

(2) The Taj Mahal, Agra
 ➢ The Taj Mahal was built by Shah Jahan in the memory of his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal.
 ➢ It is the mausoleum of both Mumtaz Mahal and Shah Jahan.
 ➢ It is built at Agra on the banks of river Yamuna.
 ➢ It was designed by Ustad Isha Khan and it is made of pure white marble.
 ➢ The main structure is constructed on a high platform.
 ➢ On each of the four corners of this platform there is a minaret.
 ➢ The central dome rises to a height of 56.1 metres.
 ➢ The interior has an octagonal chamber.
 ➢ The marble dome in the centre looks like an inverted lotus.
 ➢ The actual graves are in lower chamber, underground.
 ➢ The entire structure of the Taj Mahal is made of marble and the walls are decorated with floral designs made of 

semi-precious stones.
 ➢ This method of decoration is called Pietra Dura.
 ➢ The Taj Mahal brought together all the architectural forms developed by the Mughals like massive domes of marble, 

Pietra Dura inlay work and Kiosks (chhatris).
 ➢ Taj Mahal was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1983 and was declared as one of the Seven Wonders 

of the World in 2007.

(3) The Jama Masjid:
 ➢ It was built by Shah Jahan and is the biggest Mosque in India.
 ➢ Its courtyard has the capacity to accommodate thousands of people at a time.
 ➢ It is built on the lofty basement with majestic flights of steps leading to the imposing gateways of three sides of the 

courtyard.
 ➢ It has three gateways, four towers and two 40 m high minarets constructed of red sandstone and white marble.
 ➢ The northern gate has 39 steps, the eastern gate has 35 steps and the southern gate has 33 steps.
 ➢ The face of its spacious prayer–hall consists of eleven arches of which the central arch rises far above the roof level.

(4) The Red Fort, Delhi:
 ➢ It was built by Shah Jahan after he decided to shift his capital to Delhi.
 ➢ It is located on the banks of the river Yamuna.
 ➢ Red sandstone and marble were used in its construction.
 ➢ The fort has massive walls and two gateways.
 ➢ The Western Gateway is known as Lahori Gate.
 ➢ This gate was used for the emperor's ceremonial purposes.
 ➢ Among the many impressive buildings in complex are Diwan-i-Aam and Diwan-i-Khas.
 ➢ The Diwan-i-Khas is the lavishly ornamented hall where the Peacock Throne was placed.

 ➢ The hall was used by the emperor to give audience to the princes of the Royal family, nobles and other important 
dignitaries.
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 ➢ Aurangzeb later built the Moti Mahal Masjid in the Red Fort.
 ➢ It is made of pure Marble.
 ➢ The Red Fort is an important historical monument.
 ➢ Many historical events are connected with this fort.
 ➢ Every year on the Independence Day (15th August) the Prime Minister of India unfurls the national flag from its 

ramparts.
  Mughal Dynasty:

The Mughal Empire Sources
  Political History and Administration of Babur
 ➢ Babur had created a system of administration that could function very well in the time of war only.
 ➢ The old administrative machinery of the Sultanate of Delhi had crumbled as the result of the Mughal attack, but 

Babur could not give a good system of administration to the land. He divided the territory among his military 
chiefs and officials and entrusted to them the work of administration. Military governorship was thus set up.

 ➢ His empire was rather a group of little states under one uniformly governed kingdom. Every local governor had 
his own system of administration and enjoyed power of life and death over the people with his contingent of 
troops whenever he was summoned to do so, and to remit annual revenues to the central treasury. 

 ➢ Financial administration of Babur was also fragile. He did not realize that the success of administration depended 
upon sound finance, and squandered away the immense wealth that he had the good luck to acquire in the 
treasuries of Delhi and Agra.

Akbar:
 ➢ Akbar was the greatest of Mughal rulers of India.
 ➢ He was only thirteen years old when he ascended the throne and was guided by his tutor, Bairam Khan.
 ➢ Akbar succeeded to a difficult position and had to virtually reconquer his empire.
 ➢ The Afghans were regrouping their forces under the leadership of Hemu, the Wazir of Adil Shah, for a final show 

down with the Mughals.
 ➢ In the Second Battle of Panipat, the Mughal forces led by Bairam Khan defeated Hemu.
 ➢ After having established himself in Delhi and Agra, Akbar captured Malwa and Gondwana, Bengal, Gujarat, 

Kashmir and Kabul.
 ➢ He ventured beyond the Vindhyas in the Deccan and after a stiff resistance, defeated many local rulers.
 ➢ Finally Ahmednagar, Berar and Khandesh were annexed to the Mughal empire.
 ➢ He also subdued the Rajput Princes, except Mewar.
 ➢ As a result, the famous Battle of Haldighati was fought in 1576 between Maharana Pratap, the ruler of Mewar and 

the Mughal army led by Raja Man Singh.
 ➢ Maharana Pratap fought with matchless courage but had to escape from the battlefield when he was heavily 

wounded.
 ➢ Akbar died in 1605. By the time Akbar died, his authority had extended from Assam in the east to the areas beyond 

the north-western frontier, i.e., Kabul and Kandhar in the west.
 ➢ In the Deccan his dominions included Ahmednagar, Khandesh and Berar.
 ➢ The kingdoms of Multan, Sindh, Gujarat, Kashmir and Bengal ceased to exist.

  Akbar’s Rajput Policy:
 ➢ Akbar’s Rajput Policy proved to be one of his greatest achievements.
 ➢ He entered into marriage alliances with the Rajputs.
 ➢ Bharmal, the ruler of Amber got his younger daughter Harkha Bai married to Akbar.
 ➢ Akbar not only gave complete religious freedom to his wives, who followed Hinduism, but also gave an honoured 

place to their parents and relations in the nobility.
 ➢ Thus, the Rajput policy of Akbar ended the centuries – old animosity between the Muslim rulers and the Rajputs.
 ➢ Since the Rajputs were made equal partners in the Mughal government, it considerably affected the public policies 

of the Mughals and greatly helped in the growth of a composite culture.

  Akbar’s Step Towards Integration:

 ➢ Akbar took a number of measures to promote greater understanding between the Hindus and the Muslims.

 ➢ Through these measures he created an atmosphere in which liberal views could grow and finally cultural and 
emotional integration of the people could develop. Some of these measures were the following:
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(1) Akbar abolished the pilgrim tax on bathing at holy places such as Prayag and Benaras. He abolished the 
toll tax on Jizyah, which the Non-Muslims were required to pay. Further, he abolished the practice of 
forcibly converting prisoners of war to Islam. All these steps laid the foundation of a society based on 
equal rights to all citizens, irrespective of their religious beliefs.

(2) In 1575, Akbar built a hall called Ibadat Khana or the Hall of Prayer at Fatehpur Sikri. At this hall, he used 
to call selected theologians of all religious, mystics and intellectuals and discuss religious and spiritual 
matters with them.

(3) To strengthen the liberal principles, Akbar enrolled a number of Hindus into the nobility. While most of 
these were matrimonial rajas, many of whom entered into matrimonial alliances with Akbar, Mansabs 
(position or rank) were given to others on the basis of their competence.

(4) Akbar issued a ‘Declaration’ or Mahzar which made Akbar the Supreme or final arbiter in religious matters 
and replaced the power of the Ulema by the power of the Emperor.

(5) Akbar promulgated a new faith called Din-i-Illahi. It was based on the principle of oneness of God. The 
new religion stressed on virtues like courage, loyalty and justice. It also demanded loyalty to the Emperor. 
The basic purpose of forming Din-i-Illahi was Sulh-kul or universal harmony which governed all public 
policies of Akbar.

(6) Akbar set up a big translation department for translating works in Sanskrit, Arabic and Greek into Persian. 
Thus, the Singhasan Battisi, the Atharva Veda and the Bible were taken up for translation. These were 
followed by the Quran, the Mahabharata, the Gita and the Ramayana.

  Social and Educational Reforms:
 ➢ Akbar introduced a number of social and educational reforms:

(i) Akbar issued orders to the Kotwals to check the forcible practice of Sati or the burning of a widow on 
the funeral pyre of her husband. However, the women who committed Sati of their own free will were 
allowed to do so.

(ii) Akbar legalized widow remarriage.
(iii) Akbar was against anyone having more than one wife unless the first wife could not bear children.
(iv) Akbar raised the age of marriage to 14 for girls and 16 for boys.
(v) Akbar revised the educational syllabus, laying more emphasis on moral education and mathematics and 

on secular subjects such as agriculture, geometry, astronomy, logic and history.
 ➢ The other Mughal emperors also were patrons of education and there was considerable development in this area.
 ➢ In fact one of the duties of the Public Works Department, Shuhra-i-am was to build schools and colleges.
 ➢ Jahangir (Akbar’s son) passed a law, whereby if a rich man was to die without an heir, his assets would be used by 

the state to help in the development and maintenance of educational institutes. 
 ➢ Shah Jahan although more interested in building monuments, took some significant educational initiatives like 

providing scholarships to assist students.
 ➢ Female education also existed in some form during the Mughal Period.
 ➢ Girls from rich families were usually able to have an education, through private tuitions at home.
 ➢ The middle class girls were usually able to attend the same schools as the boys.

  Administrative System of The Mughals:
 ➢ The Mughal emperors established a centralised state based on military power.
 ➢ It rested on two pillars – the absolute authority of the emperor and the strength of the army.
 ➢ However, the Mughal rulers made a conscious attempt to accommodate the different traditions prevalent in the 

country.

(1) Monarch
 ➢ There are a number of references in the Court Chronicles of the Mughals which show that the power of the Mughal 

kings came directly from God.
 ➢ According to Abul Fazl, the office of a true ruler was a very responsible one which depended on divine illumination.
 ➢ Therefore, the Mughal emperor was regarded as the vice–regent of God on earth endowed with the divine light.
 ➢ The Monarch ruled the empire with paternal love towards his subjects without distinction of sect or creed.
 ➢ The emperor was the head of the Legislature, Executive and Judiciary and the Army.
 ➢ He was the Supreme Commander of the armed forces and all other commanders were appointed and removed by 

him.
 ➢ He made laws and issued administrative ordinances.
 ➢ The Royal Uzak (Small signet ring) was affixed to farmers granting appointments, title, jagirs, etc.
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(2) Ministers:
 ➢ In Babur's and Humayun's days there used to be a Prime Minister, known as Vakil, who was entrusted with large 

powers in civil and military affairs.
 ➢ During the early years of Akbar’s reign, Bairam Khan was the Vakil.
 ➢ However, after Bairam Khan’s death, the office of Vakil was stripped off all its powers and it became more or less 

honorary.
 ➢ The head of the revenue department was the Wazir, known as diwan or diwan-i-ala. The diwan was responsible for 

all income and expenditure.
 ➢ The head of the military department was called the Mir Bakshi.
 ➢ The Mir Bakshi was also the head of the intelligence and information agencies of the empire.

  Judiciary
 ➢ The Judicial department was headed by the Qazi.
 ➢ This post was sometimes combined with that of the Chief Sadar who was responsible for all charitable and religious 

matters.

  Provincial Government:
 ➢ Akbar paid great attention to the organisation of the provincial government.
 ➢ The empire was divided into twelve provinces or Subas which was further subdivided into Sarkars and each Sarkar 

into Parganas.
 ➢ Each Subah was headed by one governor who was called the Silahdar or Sipah Salar or Nazim.
 ➢ He was usually a mansabdar of high rank. His function included maintenance of law and order, enforcement of 

imperial decrees, administration of criminal justice and the smooth collection of revenue.
 ➢ The Provincial diwan was incharge of revenue administration of the province. His responsibilities were similar to 

those of the Central diwan.
 ➢ Besides the Silahdar and the diwan, the other important officials in the Province were Faujdar, Kotwal, Bakshi, Sadr 

Qazi and Muhtasib.
 ➢ The Centre appointed the officials of the provinces, Sarkars and Parganas. Hence, these divisions were directly 

responsible to the Centre.

  Mansabdari System:
 ➢ The Mansabdari System introduced by Akbar was a unique feature of the administrative system of the Mughal 

empire.
 ➢ Under this system, every officer was assigned a rank (Mansab). Thus, the term Mansabdari refers to an individual 

who holds a mansab, meaning a position or rank.
 ➢ The Mansabdars formed the ruling group in the Mughal empire.
 ➢ Almost, the whole nobility, the bureaucracy as well as the military hierarchy, had mansabs.
 ➢ The lowest rank in the system was 10 and the highest was 5000 for nobles.
 ➢ It was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix rank, salary and military responsibilities.
 ➢ These ranks were divided into two, namely Zat and Sawar.
 ➢ Zat fixed the personal status of a person and the salary due to him. The higher the Zat, the more prestigious was 

the nobles position in the Court and the larger his salary.
 ➢ The Sawar rank indicated the number of cavalrymen or Sawar a Mansabdar had to maintain.
 ➢ The Mansabdar received their salaries as revenue assignments called Jagirs.
 ➢ However, most of the mansabdars did not actually reside or administer their Jagirs.
 ➢ They only had rights to the revenue of their assignments which was collected by their servants while the Mansabdar 

themselves served in some other part of the country.
 ➢ Jahangir maintained the Mansabdari system developed by Akbar.
 ➢ But he reduced the average rate of Zat salary from ` 240 per annum to ` 200 per annum.
 ➢ Shah Jahan reduced the number of Sawars a noble was required to maintain.
 ➢ Thus, a noble was expected to maintain a quota of only one-third of his Sawar rank and in some cases, one-fourth.
 ➢ During the reign of Aurangzeb, there was a huge increase in the number of Mansabdar. These and other factors 

created a shortage in the number of Jagirs.

  Land Revenue System

 ➢ A uniform system of measurement was established for calculating the land tax.

 ➢ Todar Mal drew up schemes for effective tax collection.
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 ➢ This system enriched state treasury.
 ➢ The state also gave loans to poor farmers.
 ➢ This encouraged progress in agriculture, trade and industry.

  Political History and Administration of Aurangzeb
 ➢ Aurangzeb was different from other rulers and had zero tolerance policy towards other religions and culture. He 

enforced strict rules and banned music and dance from his court. He destroyed many Hindu temples, prohibited 
religious meetings and imposed Jizya tax on non-Muslims. He forced many to convert to Islam.The administration 
of Aurangzeb’s was completely under him. Aurangzeb looked into the minutest details of administration, he read 
the petitions submitted to him and also wrote orders with his own hand or dictated them.

Key Words
•	 Pietra Dura: The walls of Taj Mahal are decorated with floral designs made of semi-precious stone. This method 

of decoration is called Pietra Dura.
•	 Lahori Gate: The Western Gateway of the Red Fort Delhi is called Lahori Gate.
•	 Jizyah: The Poll tax which non-muslims were required to pay.
•	 Ibadat Khana: Hall of Prayer
•	 Mazhar: Declaration
•	 Din-i-Illahi: Akbar promulgated a new faith, which was based on the principle of oneness of God.
•	 Sulh-kul: Universal harmony which governed all public policies of Akbar.
•	 Shuhra-i-am: Public Works Department
•	 Diwan-i-ala: The head of the revenue department
•	 Mir Bakshi: The head of the military department.
•	 Subahs: Provinces
•	 Subhahdar/Sipah Salar/Nazim: Governor
•	 Mansab: Rank
•	 Mansabdar: An individual who holds a mansab or a position or rank.
•	 Jagirs: The mansabdars received their salaries as revenue assignments called Jagirs.

Know the Dates
 ➢ 1526: Babur invaded India.
 ➢ 1526: First Battle of Panipat
 ➢ 1527: The Battle of Khanwa
 ➢ 1529: Battle of Ghagra
 ➢ 1530: Babur died, accession of Humayun
 ➢ 1540: End of the Mughal Empire; Battle of Kannauj, establishment of the Suri empire by Sher Shah Suri.
 ➢ 1545: Death of Sher Shah Suri
 ➢ 1555: End of Suri empire, re-establishment of the Mughal empire
 ➢ 1556: Death of Humayun; Accession of Akbar; Second Battle of Panipat
 ➢ 1575: Akbar built a prayer hall at Fatehpur Sikri called ‘Ibadat Khana’.
 ➢ 1576: Battle of Haldighati
 ➢ 1605: Akbar died; Accession of Jahangir
 ➢ 1627: Death of Jahangir, Birth of Shivaji
 ➢ 1628: Accession of Shah Jahan
 ➢ 1658: Accession of Aurangzeb
 ➢ 1675: Execution of Guru Tej Bahadur by Aurangzeb.
 ➢ 1707: Death of Aurangzeb, Accession of Bahadur Shah I
 ➢ 1837: Accession of Bahadur Shah Zafar

 ➢ 1858: End of Mughal dynasty, Bhahdur Shah Zafar exiled to Myanmar.

 ➢ 1983: Taj Mahal was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

 ➢ 2007: Taj Mahal was declared as one of the Seven Wonders of the World.
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CHAPTER-8(A)
THE MODERN  

AGE IN EUROPE (A) RENAISSANCE

Revision Notes

  Introduction:

  Renaissance means ‘rebirth’ or ‘revival’

 ➢ It stands for a complex transitional movement in Europe between the medieval and modern times, beginning in the 
14th Century in Italy and lasting into the 17th Century.

 ➢ It marked the revival of the freedom to act and think without being controlled by any external agency.

 ➢ It was also a revival of the study of the ancient Roman and Greek Classics.

 ➢ During this period, many remarkable changes took place in Europe, which had their impact on the history of the 
world.

 ➢ Out of them, one was the disintegration of the Feudal System in Europe, which ushered in a new social and 
economic order.

 ➢ This marked the beginning of the modern era called Renaissance.

  Causes of Renaissance:

 (i) The Fall of Constantinople: In the hands of the Turks in 1453 AD provided an indirect impetus to Renaissance. A 
large number of Greek and Roman scholars who were working in the libraries at Constantinople, fled to different 
parts of Europe with valuable literature. They began teaching Greek and Latin in various European countries.

 (ii) Decline of Feudalism: The one major factor which played a dominant role in the decline of feudalism was the rise 
of the middle class comprising of traders and businessmen. These middle classes provided the kings necessary 
money for the maintenance of armies and thereby enabled them to reduce their dependence on the feudal lords. 
Also the atrocities done by feudal lords on the weaker section of the society fueled the anger among the people 
against them.

 (iii) Spirit of Enquiry: Initially the Church rejected and discouraged the original thinking, science and strictly promoted 
church dogmas. However, eventually this practice of suppressing people and their views to dominate the world 
collapsed and few independent thinkers criticized the Church and asked people to question the teachings of the 
Church and to develop their own thinking.

(1) New Trade Routes:
 ➢ In the geographical explorations and discovering new trade routes, the navigators of Portugal and Spain played an 

important role.

 ➢ Constantinople fell into the hands of the Turks in 1453 and the trade routes between the West and East got closed.

 ➢ As a result, the European traders and navigators felt the need for discovering new sea routes.

 ➢ Sea route to Africa was discovered by a Portugal Navigator, Prince Henry.

 ➢ Bartholomew Diaz was successful in reaching the Cape of Good Hope at the southernmost point of Africa.

 ➢ In 1492, Columbus discovered America.

 ➢ In 1498, Vasco Da Gama sailed as far as India.

 ➢ Ferdinand Magellan made a voyage around the world and reached a vast ocean, which he called Pacific Ocean.

 ➢ Due to these discoveries, there was a fusion of ideas between the East and the West of the world.

 ➢ The opening of new trade routes not only encouraged trade but also entered the spirit of adventure and broadened 
the mental horizon.

(2) Invention of the Printing Press: The first Printing Press was set up in Germany by Gutenberg in the middle of the 
15th Century.

 ➢ Later on Caxton introduced it in England.
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 ➢ The invention of the Printing Press in the middle of the 15th century in Europe made it possible to produce books 
in large numbers.

 ➢ The Bible and many other religious and classical books were printed and made available all over Europe.

 ➢ The Printing Press spread knowledge far and wide.

 ➢ Scholars found it easier to read printed books than hand-written manuscripts.

 ➢ In the Middle Ages, books were few and they were beyond the reach of the ordinary people.

 ➢ The Printing Press enabled Europe to multiply books and put them within the reach of people.

 ➢ Printing and distribution of books influenced people’s attitude to life and brought about a new awakening in 
Europe.

  Principles of Renaissance:

 ➢ The Renaissance was not a sudden or spontaneous development.

 ➢ It was based on certain beliefs of what is right or wrong.

 ➢ It had certain features which touched different aspects of life.

 ➢ The common people, the aristocrats, the kings and even the Popes were affected by it.

(a) Humanism: Humanism was regarded as the most remarkable phenomena of Renaissance. It was a product 
of the spread of education and learning. The word ‘humanism’ was derived from the Latin words ‘Studia 
Humanitatis’ or ‘the studies of mankind’. Basically, it meant a decisive shift on concern for human as distinct 
from divine matters. Humanism extolled man and stressed his essential dignity. It was centred on the man 
of flesh and blood with all his earthly joy and sorrows. It opposed religious asceticism. It defended man’s 
right to pleasure and the satisfaction of earthly desires and requirements. The humanists looked deep into 
the ancient classics for ideas of humanism like those of Plato, Virgil, Aristotle, Cicero and Quintilian.

(b) Glorification of Human form: The Renaissance scholars and artists glorified human body. Their works were 
permeated with the faith that a man with an active mind and body is capable of knowing and controlling the 
world and performing miracles and fashioning his own happiness. The spirit of humanism found expression 
in the new art and literature. The Renaissance artists took their subjects from the Bible but portrayed the 
human form in all its earthly vigour and beauty.

(c) Spirit of Enquiry: The Renaissance humanists believed in limitless potentialities of man but they also did 
not forget the past. The spirit of enquiry extended from scientific enquiry into nature, explorations and 
expectations to probe into every realm of knowledge. It proved to be the principle cause of Renaissance.

  Beginning of the Renaissance:

 ➢ The Renaissance first began in Italy and there it spread to other parts of the world. This was because of the following 
reasons:

(i) Italy was the seat of the glorious Roman Empire and all the historical remains and the relics of the Romans 
were found there. These attracted a number of scholars and artists.

(ii) As a result of the fall of Constantinople in 1453, a large number of Greek Scholars and thinkers migrated to 
Italy along with their original manuscripts and art treasures. These scholars not only instilled the spirit of 
enquiry and enthusiasm among the people of Italy, but also encouraged a large number of Italian artists and 
men of letters to produce masterpieces of art and literature.

(iii) The enormous wealth which Italy had accumulated as a result of trade with the East also contributed to the 
rise of Renaissance. The wealthy merchants of Italy patronised the artists and literature figures and used 
their wealth for the revival of classical culture and literature.

(iv) As a result of the crusades and geographical explorations, the Italians came into contact with the East. This 
greatly broadened their vision and provided an impetus to Renaissance.

  Impact of Renaissance:

 ➢ The Renaissance had a great impact on all the aspects of life–art, literature, philosophy, science, religion, etc.

 ➢ It was due to the spirit of Renaissance that significant traits emerged in the realm of art, thought and literature.

  Art:

 ➢ The Renaissance did not merely led to the rebirth of learning, but also to the rebirth of art.

 ➢ During the medieval times, the paintings and sculptures served as the tool for propagating religion.

 ➢ Even the colours which the painters used were strictly regulated.

 ➢ However, the artists of the Renaissance Period refused to abide by medieval rules and traditions.
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 ➢ They adopted new artistic methods such as frescoes for wall pictures, oil colours and woodcuts.

 ➢ They studied optics and geometry and used their knowledge to develop perspective in their paintings.

 ➢ They also studied human anatomy to find the mechanism underlying gestures and expressions.

  Painting:

 ➢ The Renaissance painters established very high standards and provided some of the greatest paintings of the time.

 ➢ They were able to show their talent without being restricted by the rigid rules of the Church.

 ➢ They had a humanistic secular approach and produced highly artistic and life like paintings.

 ➢ Some of the prominent painters of the Renaissance period were the following:

(1) Leonardo Da Vinci:
 ➢ Leonardo Da Vinci was a great painter, sculptor, musician and a scientist.

 ➢ Da Vinci received no formal education beyond basic reading, writing and maths, but his father appreciated his 
artistic talent and apprenticed him around the age of 15 to the noted sculptor and painter Andrea del Verrocchio, 
of Florence.

 ➢ For about a decade, Da Vinci refined his painting and sculpting techniques and trained in mechanical arts.

 ➢ Da Vinci’s interests ranged far beyond fine arts.

 ➢ He studied nature, mechanics, anatomy, physics, architecture and weaponry, etc. But by early 1490s he chose four 
broad themes paintings, mechanics, architecture and human anatomy, he filled thousands of notebook’s pages 
with neatly drawn illustrations.

 ➢ His paintings of the ‘Virgin of the Rocks’, ‘The Last Supper’ and ‘Monalisa’ are great masterpieces of art. New 
techniques were adopted in his paintings to give a fine feeling of reality.

  Literature

 ➢ The most significant impact of Renaissance on literature was the use of local languages, instead of Latin as in the 
middle ages.

 ➢ Besides, there was a change of theme in the literary work. Earlier writers dwelt on spiritual themes including 
heaven.

 ➢ However, during Renaissance, the authors wrote on man and his problems.

 ➢ Such emphasis on man gave birth to a new movement known as Humanism.

  Literature in Italy

 ➢ Machiavelli was a great political writer of Italy.

 ➢ He expressed his political ideas in his work ‘The Prince’.

 ➢ Dante's ‘Divine Comedy’ is an epic poem on the state of the soul. It reveals the religious and social life of the day.

 ➢ Petrarch, a great scholar and writer, has been called ‘The Father of Humanism’. His sonnets and lyrics were popular 
throughout Europe.

 ➢ Other Italian writers were Aristo, Tasso and Boccaccio.

 ➢ Boccaccio wrote in Prose. His work Decameron is a collection of 100 famous short stories.

  Literature in England:

 ➢ England produced a number of writers, poets and dramatists of repute.

 ➢ Geoffrey Chaucer heralded the Renaissance literature in England. He is regarded as the ‘Father of English Poetry’. 
‘The Canterbury Tales’ is one of outstanding works.

 ➢ Thomas More wrote ‘Utopia’ describing an imaginary island in America where the rich did not exploit the poor. 
There, the society had no blind faith and it did not believe in useless wars. 

 ➢ Other famous English writers in this period were Francis Bacon, William Shakespeare, Ben Johnson and Marlowe.
 ➢ ‘Paradise Lost’ is an immortal work of Milton.
 ➢ Edmund Spencer wrote the poem, ‘The Faerie Queen’.

  William Shakespeare
 ➢ He was an English poet, playwright and actor, who is widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language 

and the world’s pre-eminent dramatist.
 ➢ He is often called England’s ‘National Poet’ and ‘The Bard of Avon’.
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 ➢ He wrote 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative poems and a few other verses.
 ➢ With the exception of Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare’s first plays were mostly historical dramas like Richard II, 

Henry VI and Henry V.
 ➢ He also wrote several comedies during his early period: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Much Ado About Nothing, 

As You Like It and Twelfth Night.
 ➢ It was only after 1600, that he wrote tragedies like Hamlet, King Lear, Othello and Macbeth.
 ➢ Shakespeare's work transcends culture and history.
 ➢ He appeals to emotions and thoughts that are a part of eternal human nature and therefore, have a universal 

appeal.

  Science
 ➢ The Renaissance marked the beginning of the modern science.
 ➢ Earlier it was held that all views even on science are to be supported by the authority of the scriptures.
 ➢ However, the scientists of this period believed that all views on science should be based on observation and 

experimentation.
 ➢ The method of enquiry, questioning, observation and experimentation are based even today in scientific 

investigations.

  Nicolaus Copernicus
 ➢ He was a mathematician and astronomer, who formulated a model of the universe that placed the Sun rather than 

the Earth at the centre of the Universe.
 ➢ The publication of this model in his book ‘De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium’ (On the Revolutions of the 

Heavenly Spheres) just before his death in 1543 is regarded as a major event in the history of science, triggering the 
Copernician Revolution.

  Copernicus based his Heliocentric theory on the following:
(a) There is no one centre of all celestial circles or spheres.
(b) The centre of the earth is not the centre of the universe, but only of gravity and of the Lunar Sphere.
(c) All the spheres revolve around the Sun as their midpoint and therefore, the Sun is the centre of the Universe.
(d) The earth has more than one motion, turning on its axis and moving in a spherical orbit around the sun.

  Later on, a German scientist John Kepler proved that the earth and the other planets move round the Sun not in a 
circle but in elliptical orbits.

 ➢ Italian scientist, Galileo invented the telescope.
 ➢ Sir Issac Newton discovered the Law of Gravitation.
 ➢ Great discoveries were made in the field of Medical Sciences.
 ➢ Vesalius wrote a treatise on anatomy.
 ➢ William Harvey, an English physician, discovered the circulation of blood from the heart to all parts of the body 

and back to the heart.
 ➢ Paracelsus proved a close connection between Chemistry and Medicine.
 ➢ Cordus prepared ether from alcohol and sulphuric acid.
 ➢ Helmontt discovered Carbon Dioxide.
 ➢ Arabs gave Algebra and numerals to the west.
 ➢ Geometry was made systematic by Desargues.
 ➢ Stevin advocated decimal system of coins, weights and measures.

  Consequences of Renaissance:
(1) Led to the Reformation Movement in Europe:

 ➢ Renaissance paved the way for Reformation in England and in Europe.
 ➢ People started viewing everything by questioning, observation and experimentation.
 ➢ They became critical of the rituals practiced by the Church and insisted on the reform of the Church.
 ➢ This led to the division of the Church into two sects–Catholics and the Protestants.

(2) Development of Humanism:
 ➢ In the Middle Ages only study undertaken was that of spirituality and theology.
 ➢ They were more interested in the future life.
 ➢ Renaissance widened the outlook of people and created an interest in man, his interests, his nature and his life in 

this world.
 ➢ It developed humanism and encouraged the study of humanities.
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(3) Development of Scientific Outlook:
 ➢ Renaissance contributed to the development of the scientific attitude and encouraged the people to accept the 

things only if they appealed to reason.
 ➢ The scientific outlook gave a setback to blind faith and encouraged new discoveries and inventions which greatly 

contributed to the progress of human civilization.
(4) Rise of the Monarchical form of Government:

 ➢ Renaissance provided great impetus to the evolution of strong Monarchical System of government in Europe.
 ➢ The decline of the authority of the Church and the feudal system strengthened the desire of the people to have 

peace, security and political stability. 
 ➢ Thus, they readily provided support to the kings and enhanced the powers of Monarchs.

(5) Development of Arts:
 ➢ Renaissance led to new forms of paintings, sculpture, architecture, music, etc.
 ➢ It, thus rendered valuable service to the growth of fine arts.

(6) Rise of the Middle Class:
 ➢ In the Middle Ages, feudal lords controlled everything.
 ➢ They held a greater part of the territory of their country in their hands and consequently, they had the leisure to 

enjoy the comforts and luxuries of life.
 ➢ But the new movement gave them a setback and in their place, the traders, soldiers, lawyers, etc., who belonged to 

the middle class, began to make rapid progress.
(7) Rise and Growth of Nation States:

 ➢ Renaissance led to the rise in the feelings of nationality and the progress of national literature. 
 ➢ This in turn led to the rise and growth of nation states.

(8) Consequences of Geographical Exploration:
 ➢ Scientific inventions enabled people to explore new routes and distant lands. 
 ➢ These geographical discoveries led to the establishment of trade between Europe and the East.
 ➢ These commercial relations brought prosperity to Europe.
 ➢ It also paved the way for the process of colonisation of Asia and Africa.
 ➢ European countries began to export the resources of their colonies in America, Asia and Africa to increase their 

power.

Key Words
•	 Renaissance: Rebirth or revival.
•	 Studia Humanitatis: Studies of mankind
•	 De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium: On the Revolution of the Celestial Spheres.

Know the Dates
 ➢ 1492: Columbus discovered America

 ➢ 1498: Vasco Da Gama sailed for India

CHAPTER-8(B)
REFORMATION

Revision Notes

  Introduction:

 ➢ The Reformation is the name given to a group of religious movements of the sixteenth century launched by the 
Christians against the various drawbacks of the Church and objectionable practices of the clergymen.
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 ➢ The main target of these movements was the Pope, the highest authority in the Church hierarchy.
 ➢ These movements created a split in the Christian Church between those who continued to remain loyal to the Pope 

at Rome and those who broke away from the Church at Rome.
 ➢ The former was known as Roman Catholic and the latter as Protestants.
 ➢ The Reformation broke out in the number of countries like England, France, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Switzerland 

and Scotland.
 ➢ However, all Protestants did not share the same religious beliefs and rituals. 
 ➢ The Protestant of one country and those of another differed from each other in many ways.
 ➢ An extreme form of Protestantism was Calvinism. 
 ➢ Prebyterianism of Scotland and Puritanism of England were similar to Calvinism in simplicity, strictness and 

austerity.
 ➢ Although these movements were organised by different people under different names, they were collectively 

termed as Reformation because they were aimed at reforming the then existing Church.

  Causes of the Reformation:

  The following causes were responsible for the Reformation:

(1) Dissatisfaction with the practices of Catholic Church.
 ➢ The Catholic Church, during the early medieval period, had become a vast hierarchical organisation headed by the 

Pope in Rome.
 ➢ The Pope was the Supreme authority over the entire hierarchy and he exercised this authority directly.
 ➢ Systematic efforts were made to extent the authority of the church over everyone, high or low.
 ➢ But during the 14th century, people became dissatisfied with some of the church practices and this dissatisfaction 

paved the way for reformation. These Church practises were as the following:

(i) Economic Factors: In the middle ages, the church had vast properties, which gave ample income to the church.
 ➢ Besides this,  one-tenth of the income of a person was given to the church. This was called the `tithe’. 
 ➢ In addition to this, the clergy collected another sum called the `Peter’s Pence’ from the people.
 ➢ Pope Leo X wanted to build St. Peter’s Church. So he issued pardon certificates called `Indulgences’ to those who 

gave money to build the church.
 ➢ Indulgences were letters which remitted punishments of the sinners who bought them, both in this life and after 

their death.
 ➢ Normally, the priests imposed a penance or punishment on a person who had sinned and he was required to 

perform a special service or make a pilgrimage to a holy place.
 ➢ But now they could be freed from doing penance for their sins by buying a Letter of Indulgence.
 ➢ Finally, the Church offices were given to the highest bidder. This practice came to be known as Simoney.
 ➢ All these practices annoyed the rulers as well as the common people.

(ii) Corruption in the Church:
 ➢ In the beginning, the clergy led an exemplary life and commanded great respect in the society.
 ➢ But with the passage of time, moral decay crept into some areas in the functioning of the church.
 ➢ Some of the clergymen lacked proper education and some lived in luxury and neglected their religious duties.
 ➢ The priests promised salvation in exchange for fees.
 ➢ They could pronounce a marriage lawful or unlawful.
 ➢ Infact, there were fees for every transaction in life, from birth to death, fees for the peace of soul and fees for the 

souls of dead people.
 ➢ These practices were severely criticised and opposed by the people.
 ➢ Erasmus exposed them in his book named `In Prayer of Folly’ and prepared the ground for the Reformation 

Movement.
(ii) Ruler’s Resentment:

 ➢ Popes interference in the political affairs was naturally opposed by the kings.
 ➢ They strongly supported the Reformation Movement in order to weaken the church.
 ➢ As early as the 13th century, the rulers of Europe had quarrelled with the Popes over the royal right to tax the 

Church property.
 ➢ The rivalry ended in the defeat of the Papacy. 
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 ➢ The French King, Philip IV had forced Pope Clement V to leave his headquarters at Rome and stay in Avignon in 
France, when the latter interfered in the former’s Political affairs.

 ➢ King Henry VIII of England hardly cared for the Pope.

 ➢ He got the church lands and in 1536 passed an Act for the dissolution of monasteries, whereby small monasteries 
with an income of less than $200 a year were closed and their buildings, land and money was taken by the Crown.

 ➢ By another Act of 1539, large monasteries were closed.

 ➢ The monasteries were a reminder of the power of the Catholic Church.

 ➢ Besides, the monasteries were the wealthiest institutions in the country.

 ➢ Henry’s lavish lifestyle, along with his wars, had led to a lack of money.

 ➢ By destroying the monastic system, Henry could acquire all its wealth and property, while at the same time 
removing the influence of the Pope.

(iv) Movements against the Church:
 ➢ Anti-church movements began in Europe in the middle ages.

 ➢ These movements directed their attacks on the wrong doings of the church.

 ➢ Wycliffe, an English Priest and Oxford Professor, criticised the worldliness of the church and some of its practices.

 ➢ He laid emphasis on the Bible as the Sole guide for salvation.

 ➢ The Church ordered his expulsion from the Oxford university where he was teaching.

 ➢ This created dissatisfaction among the scholars.

(v) Immediate Cause:
 ➢ Long before the open breach with Rome, there had been some causes of protest against the power of the Pope.

 ➢ These minor revolts were crushed with a heavy hand.

 ➢ So the early reformers met with failure.

 ➢ The challenge was accepted by a German priest, Martin Luther.

 ➢ He raised a strong voice and launched a movement against the abuses in the church and the authority of the Pope.

 ➢ This proved to be the immediate cause of the Reformation.

  Counter Reformation:

Reformation – New learnings and Martin Luther’s contribution.
A. New Learning:

 ➢ Reformation gave rise to nationalism, particularly in Germany and England. Rulers declared them as heads of 
Church and government. Control on the Church caused a common national government within the Nation States.

 ➢ Although the Reformation is styled as a religious reaction against corruption and abuse within the Catholic Church, 
it reflected profound changes within European society itself. The Reformation itself was affected by the invention 
of the Printing Press and the expansion of commerce which characterized the Renaissance.

 ➢ Women and the Reformation: Protestantism abolished convents and nunneries, and women were encouraged to 
read and study the Bible for themselves.

 ➢ The Reformation Movement brought about a split in the Roman Catholic Church and gave birth to the Protestant 
Church. Therefore, in order to restore the credibility of the Catholic Church, a large number of dedicated Christians 
including some Popes introduced certain reforms within the Church. This movement is known as the Counter 
Reformation.

 ➢ Sculpture also underwent a significant change during the Renaissance Period. The famous sculptor of Italy during 
this period was Lorenzo Ghiberti, who carved the bronze doors of the Church at Florence which was famous for its 
exquisite beauty. 

 ➢ The results of the Renaissance were far reaching. It gave birth to new literature, art and science.

B. Martin Luther: 

 ➢ He belonged to a peasant family of Saxony, in Germany. His thorough knowledge of the Bible, led him to believe 
that man could attain salvation only by repentance. Salvation is the Gift of God, and can be had if the penance be 
done. (page 106 is having info about it too) 
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 ➢ Martin Luther is considered one of the fathers of the Reformation. Luther nailed 95 theses to the Wittenberg Castle 
Church in 1517 as a way of stating what was wrong with the Catholic Church. He saw the Catholic Church as 
corrupt, letting money get in the way of promoting God’s work. Luther put more emphasis on individual salvation 
and Bible study. 

 ➢ The Reformation Movement was against the Roman Catholic Church and brought about the birth of the protestant 
Church.

 ➢ In order to restore the credibility of the Catholic Church, a large number of dedicated Christians including some 
Popes introduced certain reforms within the church.

 ➢ This movement is known as the Counter Reformation.

 ➢ A church council was convened at Trent in northern Italy in 1545 by Pope Paul III.

Key Words

 ➢ Tithe : One–tenth of the income of a person given to the church.

 ➢ Letter of Indulgence : Letter which remitted punishments of the sinners who bought them, both in this life and 
after their death.

 ➢ Simony : The practice of the Church offices given to the highest bidder were called Simony.

 ➢ Reformation : The movement taken in Europe in the 16th century to reform the church.

 ➢ Protestant : It is a Christian sect that broke away from the Catholic Church.

Know the Dates
•	 1536 : King Henry VIII of England passed an Act for the dissolution of small monasteries.

•	 1539 : By Act of 1539 large monasteries were closed.

•	 1545 : A Church Council was convened at Trent in Northern Italy by Pope Paul III.

CHAPTER-8(C)
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Revision Notes

  Introduction:

 ➢ The term ̀ Industrial Revolution’ denotes all those changes that took place in the field of industry during the second 
half of the 18th century and the first half of the 19th century.

 ➢ During the period of the Industrial Revolution, the employer made his workers to use machines in his factory.
 ➢ The employees were paid wages for their labour.
 ➢ The period marked a change from hand work to machine work and from domestic system to factory system of 

production.
 ➢ In short, the Industrial Revolution is the name given to a series of changes that brought about a transition from 

production by hand to production by machine, from small–scale production to large–scale production, from 
handmade goods to machine- made goods.

 ➢ Industrial Revolution was unlike any other revolution.
 ➢ It was not sudden, not violent; there was no bloodshed nor loss to life and property.
 ➢ The Revolution was peaceful.
 ➢ It began in England around mid–eighteenth century by mass production of goods and within a hundred years it 

brought in revolutionary changes in the political, social and economic life of the people.

  Impact of Capitalism:
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  Capitalism:

 ➢ It is difficult to separate Capitalism from Industrial Revolution.
 ➢ Industrial Revolution could not have taken place without the means of carrying on the production by machines.
 ➢ It was eventually realised that wealth could be used for generating more wealth which came to be called capital.
 ➢ The owners of the capital became the capitalists.
 ➢ The economic system which generated and gave power to capitalists came to be known as capitalism.
 ➢ The capitalists not only provide money for buying machines, tools, implements and raw material, but also promote 

further research to develop improved machines.
 ➢ In England, the first machines to be used were those of Weaving and Spinning.
 ➢ A travelling barber, Richard Arkwright understood the economic potential of using machines, ‘to clothe’ millions of 

people.
 ➢ From the word `to clothe’ its Latin `investire’ gave rise to a new term called investment which means acquisition of 

financial or productive assets with the help of the capital.
 ➢ Capital came to be defined as the money which is invested for producing different articles in a factory, for buying 

machinery and raw material and for selling finished goods in the market.
 ➢ In capitalism, the means of production such as labour, raw material, tools and machines are owned and controlled 

by private individuals or groups of them.
 ➢ A significant development was that it also included rent of land and wages of the labour as well as the interest on 

the wealth invested.
 ➢ With profit as the sole motive, the scientists and inventors too benefitted.
 ➢ They started the system of patenting their inventions and obtained the best price.

  Socialism:

 ➢ Birth of socialism was one of the important consequences of the Industrial Revolution.

 ➢ In the course of the Industrial Revolution efforts were made to improve the working conditions of the labourers.

 ➢ In 1776, the famous Scottish economist Adam Smith expanded his theory in his Inquiry into the Nature and Causes 
of the Wealth of Nations.

 ➢ In this, he found no conflict between the self- interest of the capitalists to create wealth and the contribution to be 
made by them for common goods.

 ➢ They should be allowed to operate without the interference of the state.

 ➢ In his book he propounded the doctrine of `Laissez Faire’ or “let us alone”.

 ➢ Adam Smith very strongly abhorred state interference in the economy.

 ➢ He gained both supporters and critics.

 ➢ The antithesis of the Laissez Faire doctrine was socialism which visualised a society free from exploitation.

  Meaning of Socialism

 ➢ Different writers have defined the term `Socialism’ differently but almost all have visualised active role of the state 
in the economy.

 ➢ Babeuf, one of the early socialist thinkers, even went to the extent of visualising a republic of equals whose 
welcoming doors will be open to all mankind.

 ➢ Socialism is defined as an economic system in which the means of production are owned not by private individuals 
but by the community in order that all may share more fairly in the wealth produced.

 ➢ The evil effects of capitalism and the spirit of improving the condition of workers gave birth to socialism.

 ➢ The ultimate goal of socialism is to eliminate class struggle between the capitalists and the workers and form a 
classless society.

 ➢ In order to achieve these objectives, government control over production and distribution of important things is 
considered necessary.

 ➢ Socialists maintain that all factors of production should belong to entire human race or society.

  Socialism is based on three principles:

(i) It is opposed to private capitalism.
(ii) It is the voice of all workers and the working class.
(iii) It demands a just distribution of wealth.
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 ➢ The Laissez Faire doctrine never came to be practised in its true sense.

 ➢ Even England, one of its staunch supporters, could not do without the state taking up many of the initiatives specially the 
public works and public health programmes, which the capitalists under Laissez Faire could hardly do.

 ➢ On the other hand, many forms of socialism exist today even after the break up of the erstwhile Union of Socialist 
Soviet Republics (USSR).

 ➢ Only the degree of state control varies from state to state.

  Early Socialists:

 ➢ By the middle of the 18th century there were many political thinkers who favoured some of the above ideas.

 ➢ They all wanted the existing social and economic system to be replaced by a new system in which the means of 
production would be owned by the society as a whole and not by few capitalists. 

 ➢ The first socialists were Frenchmen – Babeuf, Saint – Simon, Fourier and others.

 ➢ Robert Owen (1771 – 1858) has been called “The Father of British Socialism”.

 ➢ He owned a cotton mill in Scotland.

 ➢ He reduced the labourers working hours, paid them good wages and helped the Trade Union Movement to grow.

  Comparative study of Socialism and Capitalism

CAPITALISM SOCIALISM

Resource Ownership Capital/Assets owned by private firms Assets/ Capital owned by Government/
co-operatives

Income Income determined by market forces Income here is redistributed 

Prices Depends on supply and demand Strict controls are practiced by 
Government

Demerits Few individuals attain power rest of the 
workforce is exploited

Wealth generated is distributed equally

Advantages Robust economy, space for innovation and 
economic growth

Promotion of equality, prevents 
exploitation and promotes equality

Government Interference Limited interference Private play no role, fully controlled by 
government

Employee Motivation Highly motivated Rarely motivated as performance is 
not rewarded compared to private 
companies

Ideology/Foundation belief Competition brings out best in people Cooperation is the best way for the 
people to co-exist.

Key Words

•	 Industrial Revolution: It is the name given to a series of changes that brought about a transition from production 
by hand to production by machine, from small–scale production to large–scale production, from handmade 
goods to machine–made goods.

•	 Capitalism: A system under which private entrepreneurs have complete freedom to devise and control 
production and distribution, for their own profits.

•	 Capital: The money which is invested for producing different articles in a factory, for buying machinery and raw 
material and for selling finished goods in the market.

•	 Socialism: An economic system in which the means of production are owned not by private individuals but by 
the community.

•	 Laissez Faire: The policy of allowing businesses to develop without government control.

•	 Communism: A system whereby all property is owned by the community and each person contributes and 
receives according to their ability and needs.
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CIVICS

CHAPTER-1
OUR CONSTITUTION

Revision Notes

 ➢ The Constitution of India came into effect on 26th January, 1950, when India became a Sovereign Democratic 
Republic.

 ➢ Constitution is a comprehensive document containing the set of rules according to which the government of a 
country functions.

 ➢ It regulates the position and powers of the three organs of the government—the Legislative, the Executive and the 
Judiciary; and states how they are inter–related.

 ➢ It assumed special importance as it moderates relations between the government and the governed.
 ➢ Further, it protects the interests of the citizens by restraining the government from taking arbitrary decisions.
 ➢ The aim of a Constitution of a nation is to ensure smooth governance for the welfare of its citizens.
 ➢ The principles of the Constitution distinguish a Constitutional or democratic government from an absolute 

monarchy or a dictatorship.

  Enactment of the Indian Constitution:
 ➢ We have studied in the Freedom movement of India that the Cabinet Mission arrived in India in 1946 and put 

forward a set of proposals to meet the demands of the freedom fighters.
 ➢ One of these proposals involved setting up of a Constituent Assembly whose members were to be elected indirectly 

by the Provincial Legislatives Assemblies (Lower House only).
 ➢ Elections to the Provincial Assembly were held in July 1946.
 ➢ The Princely States were represented by the members nominated by the rulers of these States.
 ➢ The Constituent Assembly of undivided India consisted of 385 members (292 elected and 93 nominated by the 

Princely States).
 ➢ The Constitution of India was framed by the Constituent Assembly.

  Formation of the Constituent Assembly:
 ➢ The first sitting of the Constituent Assembly was held on December 9, 1946.
 ➢ It was held at the present Central Hall of the Parliament and was presided over by Dr.   Sachidanand Sinha, the 

oldest sitting member of the Central Assembly.
 ➢ On December 11, 1946, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected President of the Constituent Assembly.
 ➢ The Muslim League boycotted the Constituent Assembly to demand the creation of a separate state called Pakistan.
 ➢ Consequently, the members representing the territories which went to Pakistan withdrew from the Constituent 

Assembly of India.
 ➢ As a result, the membership of the Constituent Assembly of India stood at 299 against the original number of 385 

members.
 ➢ Of these, 284 were actually present on November 26, 1949 and appended their signatures to the Constitution as 

finally passed.
 ➢ Dr. Rajendra Prasad continued to be the President of the Constituent Assembly of India.
 ➢ Between December 9, 1946 and August 14, 1947 the Assembly held five sessions.

  Composition of the Constituent Assembly:
 ➢ The wide – ranging membership of the Constituent Assembly gave representation to all shades of public opinion.
 ➢ The Cabinet Mission Plan had given representation to only three categories – the general category, Muslims and 

Sikhs.
 ➢ The Congress leaders had, however, ensured that other communities like Anglo–Indians, Indian Christians, 

Scheduled Castes and Schedule Tribes get representations.
 ➢ The Anglo–Indians were represented by Mr. Frank Anthony and Mr. S.H. Prater; the Christians, by Dr. H.C. 

Mukherjee and Joseph D’Souza; and the Parsees by Dr. H.P. Modi.
 ➢ Though the Muslim League had boycotted the Assembly, there were still two members – Zafar Imam and 

Mohammad Saadullah who represented the Muslim Community.
 ➢ The Sikhs were represented by Sardar Hukam Singh and Ujjal Singh.
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 ➢ It can be said that the Constituent Assembly was truly national in character.

  Objectives Resolution:
 ➢ When the Constituent Assembly started the work of drafting the Constitution, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru proposed the 

`Objectives Resolution’ on December 13, 1946.
 ➢ The `Resolution’ highlighted the objectives and laid down the `national goals’.

(i) Free India will be a `republic’.
(ii) The ideals of social, political and economic democracy would be guaranteed to all people.
(iii) The republic would grant Fundamental Rights to citizens.
(iv) The State would safeguard the rights of minorities and backward classes.

 ➢ The `Objectives Resolution’ was passed by the Constituent Assembly on January 22, 1947.

  Drafting Committee:
 ➢ The Indian Independence Act, 1947, by which two independent states of India and Pakistan were created, 

recognised the existence of the Constituent Assembly of India.
 ➢ This legal Sanction enabled the Constituent Assembly to function after India’s independence.
 ➢ The Assembly became a Sovereign body.
 ➢ The Constituent Assembly of India appointed eight committees to carry out its work.
 ➢ The Drafting Committee, under the Chairmanship of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, was set up on August 29, 1947 and was 

entrusted with the task of drafting the Constitution.

  Dr. Ambedkar’s Contribution to the Indian Constitution:
 ➢ Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, popularly known as Babasaheb, was one of the architects of the Constitution of India.
 ➢ He was an eminent jurist, economist, politician and social reformer.
 ➢ The text of the Constitution prepared by Babasaheb provided for constitutional guarantees and protections for a 

wide range of civil liberties for individual citizens, including freedom of religion, the abolition of untouchability, 
social rights for women and a system of reservation of jobs in the government services for members of Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

 ➢ In order to shape India into a complete Sovereign Democratic Republic; in which the liberty and dignity of the 
individual is ensured, along with national integrity, Babasaheb incorporated the following principles in the 
Constitution of India.

(1) The Constitution was made flexible and strong enough to hold the country together both in peace and in 
war.

(2) Provisions of single citizenship, single judiciary and uniformity in fundamental laws to integrate Indian 
society. Therefore, he proposed a strong Centre to maintain territorial integrity and administrative 
disciplines.

(3) Providing special safeguards to the minorities and certain classes who are socially and educationally 
backward.

(4) Incorporating the Right to Constitutional Remedies to ensure that the Fundamental Rights of the individuals 
are not infringed by the centre or the state governments.

(5) Incorporating Directive Principles to ensure social and economic democracy and welfare of the people of 
India.

  Readings:
 ➢ The draft was discussed by the Constituent Assembly, clause by clause, since November 4, 1948.
 ➢ Thereafter, the draft underwent the Second Reading which was completed on October 17, 1949.
 ➢ It was followed by the Third and final Reading which was completed on November 26, 1949.

  Time Taken:
 ➢ It took nearly three years for the Constituent Assembly to finally pass the Constitution.
 ➢ At the time of its signing, the Constitution consisted of 395 Articles and Eight Schedules. 

  Implementation of the Constitution:
 ➢ After the signing of the Constitution, only the clauses relating to citizenship and some others came into force 

immediately.
 ➢ This was to enable persons displaced as a result of the partition, to register themselves as Indian Citizens.
 ➢ The Constitution was adopted and passed by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949.
 ➢ The Constitution as a whole came into force with effect from January 26, 1950.
 ➢ With the coming into force of the Constitution C. Rajagopalachari became the Governor-General of India replacing 

Lord Mountbatten.
 ➢ The Constituent Assembly became the provisional Parliament until the new General Elections were held in 1951-52.



Oswaal ICSE Revision Notes Chapterwise & Topicwise, HISTORY & CIVICS, Class-IX 55

 ➢ Dr. Rajendra Prasad, who was the President of the Constituent Assembly took over as the President of the Indian 
Union.

  Significance of January 26:
 ➢ The date January 26, 1950 was specially selected for the commencement of the Constitution because of its historical 

importance.
 ➢ The Indian National Congress passed the historic Purna Swaraj Resolution on 19 December,  1929. On 26 January 

1930, Indian Tricolour was hoisted for the first time.
 ➢ Since then, the day was celebrated as Independence Day up to 1947.
 ➢ On achieving Independence, 15th August, 1947 became the Independence Day.
 ➢ January 26 was designated as the Republic Day.

Key Words
•	 Constitution: It is a comprehensive document containing the set of rules according to which the government of 

a country runs.
•	 Objectives Resolution: When the Constituent Assembly started the work of drafting the Constitution, Pt.   Nehru 

proposed the `Objectives Resolution’. The `Resolution’ highlighted the objectives and laid down the `national 
goals’.

•	 Amendment: An addition or alteration to the Constitution.
•	 Democratic: Pertaining to democracy or a form of government in which people elect their representatives to 

form a government.
•	 Fraternity: Brotherhood or friendship.

Know the Dates
 ➢ July 1946: Elections to the Provincial Assembly were held.
 ➢ December 9, 1946: First sitting of the Constituent Assembly was held.
 ➢ December 11, 1946: Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the President of the Constituent Assembly.
 ➢ Between December 9, 1946 and August 14, 1947: The Constituent Assembly had five sessions.
 ➢ December 13, 1946: Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru proposed the `Objectives Resolution’.
 ➢ January 22, 1947: The `Objectives Resolution’ was passed by the Constituent Assembly. 
 ➢ August 29, 1947: The Drafting Committee was set up under the chairmanship of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
 ➢ February 1948: First draft of the Constitution was completed.
 ➢ November 4, 1948: The first draft was discussed (First Reading)
 ➢ October 17, 1949: Second Reading of the draft.
 ➢ November 14, 1949: Third and final Reading of the draft.
 ➢ November 26, 1949: Constitution was passed and adopted.
 ➢ January 26, 1950: The Constitution came into force and it became effective.

CHAPTER-1[A]
SALIENT FEATURES OF THE CONSTITUTION – I

Revision Notes

  Our Constitution has established a democratic society, providing justice to all, irrespective of their social or cultural 
background.

  It has many salient features, some of which are given below:
(1) Single Citizenship:

 ➢ The Indian Constitution provides for a single citizenship.
 ➢ This means that all Indians irrespective of the State of their domicile are the citizens of India.
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 ➢ This is unlike the system prevailing in the U.S.A., where one can be a citizen of the New York State as well as an 
American Citizen.

 ➢ In India, a person born in Punjab or in Kerala can only be a citizen of India and not a citizen of the State of their 
domicile.

 ➢ This has been done to ward off separatist tendencies and promote fraternity and unity among the people.
 ➢ However, by the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003, the government of India has decided to grant dual citizenship 

to the Persons of Indian Origin (PIOS), who migrated to other countries after January 26, 1950.
 ➢ All privileges of an Indian citizen except the right of voting could be enjoyed by those holding dual citizenship.

(2) Universal Adult Franchise:
 ➢ This means that all persons of 18 years of age and above have the right to vote irrespective of their caste, colour, 

religion, etc.
 ➢ The British had provided for Communal Electorate under the Acts of 1919 and 1935.
 ➢ The Constitution of Independent India has replaced this system by introducing joint electorate. 
 ➢ According to this system, resident voters of a Constituency have to vote for the same candidate irrespective of his 

Caste or Creed.
 ➢ Similarly, some seats are reserved for candidates from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
 ➢ All people from such Constituencies have to vote for the candidates of the area.
 ➢ This system is aimed at curbing the communal politics and fostering communal harmony.

(3) Fundamental Rights:
Fundamental rights are the very basic human rights enshrined in the Constitution of India which are guaranteed to all 
its citizens. 
List of Fundamental Rights
There are six fundamental rights of Indian Constitution along with the constitutional articles related to them are 
mentioned below:
 1. Right to Equality (Article 14–18)
 2. Right to Freedom (Article 19–22)
 3. Right against Exploitation (Article 23–24)
 4. Right to Freedom of Religion (Article 25–28)
 5. Cultural and Educational Rights (Article 29–30)
 6. Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32)
A. Right To Equality (Article 14 to 18)
�	 Equality before the law and equal protection of laws (Article 14).
�	 Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth (Article 15).
�	 Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment (Article 16).
�	 Abolition of untouchability and prohibition of its practice (Article 17).
�	 Abolition of titles except military and academic (Article 18).
�	 The exception to the Right to Equality allowed by the Indian Constitution is: The President or the Governor of a 

state is not answerable to any court.
B. Right to Freedom (Articles 19 to 22)
Freedom is one of the most important aspects cherished by any democratic society. The Indian Constitution guarantees 
certain freedom to its citizens. The Right to Freedom includes many articles such as:
�	 Article 19 guarantees Protection of 6 Rights to all its citizens, i.e.: 
  (i) Right to freedom of speech and expression
  (ii) Right to assemble peaceably and without arms
  (iii)  Right to form associations or unions or co-operative societies
  (iv)  Right to move freely throughout the territory of India 
  (v)  Right to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India
  (vi)  Right to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business
�	 Protection in Respect of Conviction for Offences: Article 20 grants protection against arbitrary and excessive 

punishment to an accused person, whether citizen or foreigner or legal person like a company or a corporation. 
�	 Right to Education: Article 21 (A) declares that the State shall provide free and compulsory education to all 

children of the age of six to fourteen years. 
�	 Protection against Arrest and Detention: Article 22 grants protection to persons who are arrested or detained. 

Detention is of two types, namely, punitive (punishment after trial and conviction) and preventive (punishment 
without trial and conviction). 
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C. Right Against Exploitation (Article 23 and 24):
 (i) The Article 23 of the Indian Constitution prohibits human trafficking and slavery (forced labour without 

payment) to protect and safeguard the interest of the millions of underprivileged and deprived people of the 
country.

 (ii) Prohibition of Child Labour under Article 24: This  Indian Constitution forbids employment of children below 
the age of 14 years in dangerous jobs like factories and mines.

D. Right to Freedom of Religion (Article 25 to 28)
 (i) Article 25 of the Indian Constitution provides Freedom of Conscience, Profession, Practice and Propagation: 

Under this every citizen has the freedom of conscience, to profess, to practice and to propagate any religion. These 
rights are available to every citizens as well as non-citizens

 (ii) The Article 26 of the Indian Constitution provides Freedom to Manage Religious Affairs: Every religious 
denomination (or any section of it) has the right to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable 
purposes.

 (iii) The Article 27 of the Indian Constitution provides Freedom from Taxation for Promotion of a Religion: Under 
Article 27 no person shall be compelled to pay any taxes for the promotion or maintenance of any particular 
religion or religious denomination.

 (iv) The Article 28 of the Indian Constitution provides Freedom from Attending Religious Instruction: Under Article 
28, Indian Constitution states that no religious instruction shall be provided in any educational institution wholly 
maintained out of State (the territory of India) funds.

E.  Cultural and Educational Rights (Article 29 and 30)
 (i) The Article 29 of the Indian Constitution provides the Protection of Interests of Minorities: Under this article 

Indian Constitution provides that every section of citizens residing in any part of the country have the right 
to protect and conserve its own distinct language, script or culture (it provides the right to a group/section/
community of people).

 (ii) Article 30 provides Right of Minorities to Establish and Administer Educational Institutions: This article grants 
all the minorities the under-mentioned rights:
�	 The right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.
�	 The compensation amount fixed by the State for the compulsory acquisition of any property of a minority 

educational institution shall not restrict or abrogate the right guaranteed to them.
�	 This provision was added by the 44th Amendment Act, 1978 to protect the right of minorities in this regard.
	 The State shall not discriminate against any educational institution managed by a minority.
�	 Thus, the protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious, cultural or linguistic) and does 

not extend to any other section of citizens (as under Article 29).’
(4) Fundamental Duties

 ➢ Duties and rights go hand-in-hand, there can be no rights in a society where there are no duties. For example, if we 
have a right to life, it is our duty to respect other's life and not to injure another person.

 ➢ Similarly, the right to freedom implies that we have to maintain a self-restraint and accord similar rights to others 
which we want for ourselves.

 ➢ Keeping these ideals in view the Fundamental Duties were incorporated in the Constitution of India.
 ➢ List of Fundamental Duties:

 y The Fundamental Duties were added to the Constitution by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976 and inserted in 
Part IV of the Constitution.

 y The Article 51 – A of the Constitution states the following ten duties of a citizen:

(i) to uphold and protect the unity, sovereignty and integrity of India;
(ii) to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;
(iii) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National 

Anthem;
(iv) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;
(v) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom;
(vi) to promote harmony and spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India transcending 

religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities, to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity 
of women;

(vii) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and have 
compassion for living creatures; 

(viii) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;
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(ix) to safeguard public property and to abjure violence; 
(x) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity, so that the nation 

constantly rises to high levels of endeavour and achievement.
(xi) It is the duty of a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his child or as the case 

may be, ward between the age of six and fourteen years.

  The Clause (xi) was added by the Constitution (Eighty–Sixth Amendment) Act, 2002.
 ➢ Importance of Fundamental Duties:
 ➢ The Fundamental Duties enlisted in the Constitution of India are:

(i) to make the citizens aware of their social and economic obligations;
(ii) to warn them to do and not to do certain things in the interest of their country, fellow citizens and 

themselves;
(iii) to protect and awaken the people to their cultural heritage;
(iv) to tame the unruly elements in society.
(v) to strengthen national harmony as they stir up patriotism.

Key Words
•	 Citizenship: The right of a person to be loyally recognised as a member of the country.
•	 Adult Franchise: The right to vote given to a person of 18 years of age and above (adults) irrespective of caste, 

colour, religion, creed, etc.
•	 Single Citizenship: All Indians irrespective of the state of their domicile are the citizens of India.
•	 Reservation: An arrangement whereby something is reserved, for example, reservations of posts for Other 

Backward Castes (OBCs).

CHAPTER-1[B]
SALIENT FEATURES OF THE CONSTITUTION – II

Revision Notes

  Meaning of the Directive Principles:

 ➢ The Directive Principles are the guidelines to be followed by the Government in governance of the country.

 ➢ The Directive Principles of State Policy are an important feature of our Constitution.

 ➢ These are included in Part IV of the Constitution, which comprises of Articles 36 to 51.

 ➢ The Directive Principles are not a substitute for laws of the country.

 ➢ They are called `Directive Principles’ because the government has to take them into consideration while making 
laws.

 ➢ These Principles contain important ideas, deep human thought, belief and knowledge.

 ➢ These Principles are found in Indian and Ireland Constitution.

  Sources of Directive Principles:

 ➢ At the time of drafting of the Constitution, its framers were inspired by five important sources.

(i) The Constitution of the Irish Republic which contains the Principles of Social Policy for the guidance of 
legislators.

(ii) The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizens of revolutionary France.
(iii) The ideas of Mahatma Gandhi. The fact that the Directive Principles also contain Gandhian Principles is 

sufficient proof that ideas of Mahatma Gandhi had influenced the framers of the Constitution.
(iv) The Charter of Human Rights framed by the United Nations.
(v) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the United Nations when the Constituent 

Assembly was deliberating over the Indian Constitution.
  Importance of Directive Principles:
 ➢ Like Fundamental Rights there is a difference of opinion regarding the importance of the Directive Principles of 

State Policy.
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 ➢ The main difference of opinion surrounds their non-justiciable nature. The Directive Principles are non-justiciable.

 ➢ But Fundamental Rights are justiciable because one can move the court to get his or her rights.

 ➢ Despite these limitations, the Directive Principles are very important.

 ➢ The importance of Directive Principles are:

(a) Directive Principles are in the nature of a pledge made by the framers of the Constitution to the people of 
India. They provide a framework of political, social and economic programme for a modern democratic 
state.

(b) The Directive Principles give guidelines to the governments to make laws and draft their policies according 
to these fundamental principles, which summarise the objectives of our Constitution. They provide an 
element of permanence in a democracy.

(c) They provide a measure to judge a government’s performance.
(d) The Directive Principles direct the government to move towards the goal of a welfare state. They reflect the 

ideas of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity mentioned in the preamble. 
(e) They enlighten and educate the people of what they can expect from the politicians whom they vote to 

power.
(f) They provide direction to courts in safeguarding the rights of the citizens.
(g) Since public opinion locks the Directive Principles, the goal of establishing social and economic order is 

clearly laid out before the government.
(h) The 42nd Amendment Act, 1976 provides that if a law is made to give effect to any of the Directive Principles 

it will not be declared unconstitutional even if it takes away any of the rights under Articles 14, 19 and 31. 
This provision is of great importance for the implementation of the Directive Principles.

 ➢ It also makes it clear that in case of any conflict between the Directive Principles and Fundamental Rights, the 
former shall prevail. 

 ➢ This is because the welfare of the people as a whole is of paramount importance over that of an individual.

 ➢ However, the Directive Principles are not enforceable by any court of law in the country.

 ➢ This in effect means that the citizens cannot move the courts of law if the government fails to implement these 
directives.

 ➢ But on moral grounds both the government and the courts have to take cognizance (awareness) of these directives.
Difference between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles

Fundamental Rights Directive Principles

1. They are provided in Part -III of the Constitution. They are provided in Part - IV of the Constitution.

2. They are justiciable. The citizens can seek 
protection from a High Court or Supreme Court.

They are not justiciable or enforceable by any court 
of law.

3. They are privileges in existence for the citizens 
to enjoy.

They are meant for the government to create certain 
privileges for the citizens.

4. They are a certain kind of restriction on the state. They are mere directions to the state to attain certain 
set of objectives.

5. These aim to establish political democracy. These aim to establish a welfare state.

6. Their scope is limited as they are concerned with 
individual’s rights.

Their scope is wider as they deal with wide range of 
subjects including International Peace and Security.

  Welfare State:
 ➢ A welfare state is a state which seeks to ensure the maximum happiness of maximum number of people living 

within its territory.
 ➢ The Constitution of India seeks to establish India as a welfare state.
 ➢ Although the words “Welfare State” are not specifically mentioned in the Constitution, the aims and objectives of a 

Welfare State are clearly pointed out in the Directive Principles of the State Policy.
 ➢ These Directives emphasise that the goal of the Indian Polity is a Welfare State, where the state has a positive duty 

to ensure to its citizens social and economic justice and dignity to the individual.
 ➢ Both the Union and the State Governments have over the past six decades taken steps to implement Directive 

Principles, which aim at establishing social and economic democracy, the basic goal of a Welfare State.
 ➢ Our planning process or the five year plans are directed towards achieving this goal.

 ➢ Topics on steps for implementation of Directive Principles and schemes for Economic Welfare not included.
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Key Words
•	 Directive Principles : They are the guidelines to be followed by the Government in the governance of the 

country.
•	 Welfare State : It is a state which seeks to ensure the maximum happiness of maximum number of people living 

within its territory.

CHAPTER-2
ELECTIONS

Revision Notes

  Meaning of Elections:
 ➢ India is a Democratic Country. In Democratic form of government the citizens have a power to choose or elect their 

representatives either directly or indirectly to run the country.
 ➢ This procedure is done through elections.
 ➢ Election is a procedure whereby people are chosen, by voting, to represent the voters for running the government.
 ➢ Generally, there is a contest between different candidates for the same position. Thus, in the elections there are 

winners and losers.
 ➢ In modern societies elections are fought on party lines.
 ➢ A Political Party is a group of people holding similar views or beliefs.
 ➢ Any Political Party or a combination of Parties getting the largest number of votes, form the government.
  Kinds of Elections.
 ➢ There are two kinds of elections:

(1) Direct Elections:
 ➢ In India, people directly elect their representatives to the Lok Sabha and the State Legislative Assemblies.
 ➢ MLAs are the members of the State Legislative Assembly and they are directly elected by the people of the State.
 ➢ The members of the Lok Sabha are known as Members of Parliament (MP).
 ➢ Under the existing political system elections are held on Party lines.
 ➢ The Party or a Combination of Parties having the largest number of legislators elect their leader from amongst 

themselves, who is made the Chief Minister or the Prime Minister, as the case may be.
(2) Indirect Elections:

 ➢ India has two types of legislatures, both at the Union and State level.
 ➢ At the State level only some states have the second house called the Vidhan Parishad the Legislative Council or the 

Upper House.
 ➢ At the Union Level the Upper House is known as Rajya Sabha, which is a permanent house.
 ➢ The election to both houses at the State and the Union Level is Indirect, i.e., the representatives are not directly 

elected by the people.
 ➢ The elected representatives of the people elect the members of the Upper House, both at the Centre as well as the 

State.
 ➢ In the case of the Legislative Council, members are elected by members of the Legislative Assembly from amongst 

persons who are not the members of the Legislative Assembly.
 ➢ The Rajya Sabha consists of not more than 250 members.
 ➢ Out of these, 238 members are elected by the elected members of the Legislative Assembly of each state.
 ➢ The remaining 12 members are nominated by the President from among persons having special knowledge or 

practical experience in matters such as literature, science, art and social service.
 ➢ Election of the President and Vice-President of India:

 y In both these cases the elections are Indirect. 
 y The President of India is elected indirectly by the members of an Electoral College consisting of the elected 

members of both Houses of the Parliament and the elected members of the Legislative Assemblies of the states 
including National Capital Territory of Delhi and the Union Territory of Pondicherry.

 y The Election takes place in accordance with the system of proportional representation by means of single 
transferable vote.
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 y Like the President, the election of the Vice-President is also indirect.
 y The Vice-President is elected by members of both Houses of Parliament.
 y In this election, the State Legislatures do not take part.

Differences Between Direct and Indirect Elections

Direct Elections Indirect Elections

1. People vote directly for their representatives. People elect their representatives indirectly through 
their elected representatives. For example, members 
of Rajya Sabha are elected by the elected members of 
State Legislative Assemblies.

2. Law regulates the qualifications, age, etc., of 
voters and establishes eligibility requirements for 
state officials.

All elected representatives are treated at par. There 
are no further qualifications. Eligibility requirement 
for state officials is similar to that in the direct 
elections.

3. Every adult person holds the right to vote. Every elected representative holds the right to vote.

4. There is a very large body of voters called the 
Electorate.

There is very small body of voters.

5. Members of Legislative Assemblies and members 
of Lok Sabha are elected directly.

The members of State Legislative councils, members 
of Rajya Sabha, the President of India and the Vice-
President are elected indirectly.

6. Their scope is limited as they are concerned with 
individual’s rights.

These aim to establish a welfare state. 

  General Elections:
 ➢ The elections held to elect the members of the Lok Sabha after expiry of the normal term of five years are called the 

General Elections.
 ➢ Elections to some State/Legislative Assemblies may be held along with the Parliamentary Elections.
 ➢ Earlier up to 1957 simultaneous elections were held for both the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.
 ➢ However, on account of early dismissal and mid-term elections the two got gradually separated.

  Mid-Term Election:
 ➢ This type of election is held when a State Legislative Assembly or the Lok Sabha is dissolved before the completion 

of its full term (5 years).
 ➢ The new house will normally have a full five year term.
 ➢ This election is called Mid-Term Election.

  By-Elections:
 ➢ When a seat held by any member of the Legislative Assembly in the Centre or State falls vacant on account of 

death, resignation of the member before completion of his term is filled by By-Election.
 ➢ The person so elected remains the member for the remaining term of the House.

  Election Commission:
 ➢ Election is the best way by which representatives of the people can be sent to the legislatures.
 ➢ India being a federal country makes provisions for holding elections both for the central and state legislatures.
 ➢ Hence, elections need to be free and fair with wide participation.
 ➢ Keeping in view the great impact and significance of the elections, the Constitution has made detailed provisions 

for the free and fair conduct of elections in Part XV, Articles 324 to 329. The responsibility to conduct the elections 
have been given to the Election Commission.

  Composition of the Election Commission:
 ➢ Article 324, clauses 1 to 6 deal with the composition of the Election Commission and other related issues.
 ➢ The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) stands at the top in hierarchy of the Election Commission.
 ➢ The Election Commission consists of a Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners.
 ➢ From 1950 to 1989, the Election Commission was a single member constitutional body.
 ➢ In 1989, the Election Commission was made a multi-member body.
 ➢ Two more Commissioners were appointed and the Chief Election Commissioner was designated as the Chairman 

of the Commission.
 ➢ Thus, at present the Election Commission consists of three members.
 ➢ The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and the other commissioners are appointed by the President of India.
 ➢ This is done at the behest of the Prime Minister as per Article 74.
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 ➢ The Regional Election Commissioners are also appointed by the President in consultation with the Election 
Commission.

  Term of Office and Conditions of Service:
 ➢ The Parliament of India passed an Act in 1994, as laid down in Article 324 clause 5 of the Constitution.
 ➢ Under this Act, the terms of office and the conditions of service of the Chief Election Commissioner and other 

Commissioners were determined.
(i) They are appointed for a term of 6 years. During this tenure if they attain the age of 65 years, they shall 

vacate office on the day of attaining this age.
(ii) The salary of the Chief Election Commissioner and other such Commissioners shall be equal to the salary 

of a Supreme Court Judge. They are also entitled to pension after retirement.
(iii) Any difference of opinion between the Chief Election Commissioner and the other Commissioners shall 

be decided in favour of the majority opinion.

  Powers and Functions of the Election Commission:
 ➢ The Election Commission has wide ranging power under the representation of the Peoples (Amendment) Act, 1996.
 ➢ The functions of the Election Commission with respect to the conduct of elections to Parliament and to the 

legislature of every state and of elections to the offices of President and Vice President are given as follows:
(a) Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Photo Identity Cards:

 y The Constitution provides for one “general electoral roll” for every Constituency of the Lok Sabha and 
State Assembly.

 y An electoral roll is a voter’s list containing the name, father’s name, age and sex of the voter.
 y These electoral rolls are updated from time to time to provide for new entrants and death as well as 

other changes.
 y The Commission identifies eligible voters in each constituency and prepares the list of all eligible voters. 

This is called voters list.
 y In order to carry out this function, the Photo Identity Card for every voter is issued.
 y This prevents fraudulent voting by impersonators.

(b) Registration and Recognition of Political Parties:
 y The Election Commission grants recognition to Political Parties.

(c) Allotment of Symbols:
 y The Election Commission allots symbols to the recognised Political Parties and the candidates for 

elections.
 y The Commission may have some symbols as reserved and others as free.
 y The Election Commission on recognition of a Political Party allots it a reserved common symbol.
 y The Political Party uses the symbols for all candidates sponsored by it.
 y The independent candidates or non-registered political parties can select a symbol of their choice on 

the first-come-first served basis from the list of free symbols.
 y In case of a split in a political party the Election Commission verifies claims and counter claims and may 

freeze the reserved symbol.
 y It asks the factions to choose some other symbols.

(d) Fixing Dates and Conducting Elections:
 y The Election Commission fixes dates for elections. 
 y Under the Constitution, the government decides as to when the elections, should be held.
 y The fixing of exact dates rests with the Election Commission.
 y The Commission states the reasons for holding or not holding the elections during a particular period.
 y The Election Commission may refuse to hold elections at a particular duration to ensure free and fair 

elections even if the political parties insist on having elections at that particular period.
(e) Ensuring Free and Fair Elections:

 y The Election Commission has to ensure free and fair elections.
 y The Commission prescribes a code of conduct for the guidance of candidates and all others concerned.
 y In addition, the Election Commission takes the following steps to ensure free and fair elections:

(i) The Commission may send Central Observers to the Constituencies where there is danger of 
violence or booth capturing.

(ii) This is done to ensure that citizens can vote freely without fear.
(iii) The Commission countermands Polling where it has reasonable doubt that some malpractices 

have occurred.
(iv) In terms of the recent amendments to Representative of Peoples Act the Commission prescribes 

severe punishment for booth capturing.
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(f) Appointment of Polling Officers:
 y The Election Commission appoints polling officers for the Constituencies.
 y This process is set into motion as soon as notification for the conduct of elections is made.
 y Each Constituency is put under the overall supervision of an officer not less than the rank of a Deputy 

Commissioner of the district or the Magistrate.
 y The Officer is designated as the `Returning Officer’.
 y It is his responsibility to declare a candidate fit for contesting elections.
 y At the time of elections presiding officers in charge of Polling booths and counting centres are also 

appointed.
(g) Scrutiny of Nomination Papers:

 y The Commission announces the date of elections and the date of filing nomination papers and the last 
date of withdrawal for nominations.

 y Scrutiny of the applications is made by the Returning Officer.
 y The Returning Officer has to verify whether the provisions concerning the deposit, election symbol, 

election agent, etc., have been fulfilled.
(h) Scrutiny of Election Expenses:

 y The Election Commission scrutinises the accounts of election expenses submitted by the contestants.
 y In order to downplay the role of money influencing elections, the contesting candidates should submit 

the Statement of Accounts to the Returning Officer, who submits it to the Commission for scrutiny.
 y The election of the winning candidate can be declared invalid, if there was malpractice. 

(i) Advisory Functions:
 y The Election Commission also advises the President or the Governors of the State in respect of electoral 

matters, disqualification of members, election, disputes, petitions, etc.

Key Words
•	 Election: It is a procedure whereby persons are chosen by voting, to represent the voters by running the 

government.
•	 Political Party: A Political Party is a group of people holding similar views or beliefs in politics.
•	 Electorate: It is a very large body of voters.
•	 General Elections: The elections held to elect the members of the Lok Sabha after expiry of the normal term of 

five years are called General Elections.
•	 Mid-term Elections: This type of election is held when a State Legislative Assembly or the Lok Sabha is dissolved 

before the completion of its full term of 5 years.
•	 By-Election: When a seat hold by any member of the Legislative Assembly in the Centre or State falls vacant on 

account of death, resignation of the member before completion of his/her term, to fill up this vacancy the election 
which is held is called By-Election.

•	 Electoral roll: It is a voter’s list containing the name, father’s name, age and sex of the voter.
•	 Voters list: The Commission identifies eligible voters in each constituency and prepares the list of eligible voters 

called the voter list.

CHAPTER-3[A]
LOCAL SELF –GOVERNMENT –RURAL

Revision Notes

 ➢ We have the Central Government to look after the interests of the whole country, while we have State Governments 
to manage State administration.

 ➢ At the local level, we have Local Self-Government, which manages local affairs, through the representatives of the 
locality.

 ➢ Local Self-Government has thus, become an integral part of the three-tier system of the government.
  Meaning of Local Self-Government:
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 ➢ Local Self-Government is an institution comprising locally elected representatives managing the affairs of the 
locality and providing them with basic amenities.

 ➢ In a rural area, such an institution is called Panchayat and in an urban area, it is known as Municipal Corporation 
or Municipality.

  Local Government and Local Self-Government:
 ➢ Local Self-Government is quite different from local government.
 ➢ In local government the administration of a locality is looked after by the officials appointed by the state.
 ➢ Such officials are paid a salary; they include Patwari or Policeman or the Village Chawkidar, and the Village Postman.
 ➢ The officials provide certain services to the village people and do not have any say in management and 

administration of local affairs.
 ➢ Local self-government consists of elected representatives.
 ➢ They receive government grants for their activities like sanitation, providing elementary education and settling 

disputes.
 ➢ That is to say that local people govern themselves.
  Significance of Local Self-Government:
 ➢ The Local Self-Government institutions play an important role in the functioning of democracy at grass-root level.
 ➢ The need for having such institutions:

(i) These institutions provide the foundations on which the entire democratic structure of our country stands. 
These institutions make it possible for local people to take interest in their own affairs and groom them 
well to take on larger responsibilities later.

(ii) Local people know their problems well and are best judges of their own needs.
(iii) The local institutions provide a training ground for local leadership and to gain necessary experience for 

undertaking bigger challenges at state or the national level.
(iv) The local institutions encourage self-help and voluntary service and save the state of many unnecessary 

expenses.
(v) Local Self-Government institutions gain the support of local communities.
(vi) Through these institutions government can reach ordinary citizens in times of need like National 

Emergency.
(vii) These institutions lessen the burden of workload on State and Central Government machinery.
(viii) They facilitate active participation of local people as an individual can evaluate the performance of the 

elected representatives.
 ➢ Panchayati Raj System was first inaugurated at Nagour in Rajasthan on October 2, 1959.
 ➢ It was followed by Andhra Pradesh in the same year.
 ➢ Real breakthrough came on 24th April, 1993 when the Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 came into force.
 ➢ That is why April 24 is celebrated as National Panchayati Raj Diwas every year.
  Salient Features of the Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992:

(i) To provide three-tier system of Panchayati Raj for all States having population of over 20 lakh.
(ii) To hold Panchayat elections regularly every five years.
(iii) To provide reservation of seats for Schedule Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women.
(iv) To appoint State Finance Commissions to make recommendations on financial powers of the Panchayats.
(v) To Constitute District Planning Committee to prepare draft development plan for the district as a whole.

 ➢ A three-tier system of Local Self-Government for rural areas came into effect in April 1993.
 ➢ There were Panchayats at the village level, the Block Samitis at the intermediate level and the District Boards (The 

Zila Parishad) at the apex.
 ➢ The nomenclature varies from state to state but the basic structure remains a three-tier one starting with the village 

(or group of small villages) at the bottom, the Panchayat Samiti at the Block level and the Zila Parishad at the 
District level.

  Panchayati Raj System:
 ➢ Organisation of Panchayati Raj Institution:
 ➢ The three-tier system comprises of the following:

(i) Gram Panchayats at village level.
(ii) Panchayat Samiti at block level or middle level.
(iii) Zila Parishad at District level.
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 ➢ In addition, a Nyaya Panchayat has been provided for every three or four village Panchayats.

(a) Qualification for Election to Local Bodies:
 ➢ A candidate seeking election to any of the local bodies (including Municipal Corporation) must have the 

following qualifications:

(i) He must be a citizen of India and not less than 21 years of age.
(ii) He must be a registered voter, in the case of Panchayats, member of the Gram Sabha, in the Constituency.
(iii) He should not be a convict or have been disqualified by a law of the Parliament or an undischarged 

insolvent.
(iv) He should not hold any office of profit under the government.

(b) Term:
 ➢ The Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 relating to Panchayats and Part IX-A relating to Municipalities 

provide for among other things a uniform and fixed term of 5 years for both rural and urban local bodies.

  Gram Panchayat:

 ➢ The members of the Gram Panchayat are elected by the Gram Sabha.

 ➢ In essence, Gram Sabha functions as the general body of the Gram Panchayat.

 ➢ All adult men and women in the village registered as voters are members of the Gram Sabha.

  Composition:

 ➢ Sarpanch: He is the head of the Gram Panchayat.

 ➢ In some states a Sarpanch is elected directly and in others indirectly by members of the Gram Panchayat.

 ➢ A Vice-Sarpanch from amongst its own members is also elected.

  Members:

 ➢ Number of members of the Panchayat is fixed by the State.

 ➢ The membership of a Village Panchayat is between 5 to 31.

 ➢ In most of the States a Village Panchayat has 5 to 9 members.

 ➢ One-third of the seats of the Panchayat are reserved for women.

 ➢ Seats are also reserved for Schedule Castes/Tribes in proportion to their population in the village.

 ➢ The members are elected on the principle of Adult Franchise.

  Office Bearers:

 ➢ The Sarpanch and Vice-Sarpanch are honorary members. They are not paid a salary.

 ➢ A paid secretary to the Panchayat and a treasurer, if the Panchayat is large, are appointed by the State Government 
through the district authorities.

  Functions:

 ➢ A Gram Panchayat performs the following functions which are aimed at decentralisation of Political Power.

(1) Administrative Functions 
(i) All public works and public welfare functions like repair, maintenance and construction of village roads, cart 

tracks, bridges, drains, tanks and wells.
(ii) Upkeep of cremation and burial grounds.
(iii) Sanitation, health, setting up of health centres and dispensaries.
(iv) Providing primary education.
(v) Arranging irrigation facilities, seeds, fertilisers.
(vi) Registration of births and deaths.
(vii) Maintaining records of common village property, their sale and purchase and land grants.

(2) Social and Economic Functions:
 ➢ These functions are not obligatory and can be performed according to the availability of funds. These functions 

include:

(i) Construction of guest houses, libraries, marriage halls, etc;
(ii) Organising regular village melas, fairs and exhibitions;
(iii) Planting of trees, parks, gardens and playgrounds for recreation;
(iv) Establishing fair price shops, cooperative credit.
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(3) Judicial Functions:
 ➢ These are discussed under Nyaya Panchayats.
  Nyaya Panchayats:
 ➢ Nyaya Panchayat also called Panchayati Adalat is set up for every three or four Gram Panchayats.
 ➢ These Panchayats exist only in some states and perform judicial functions.
 ➢ The chief characteristics of Nyaya Panchayats are the following:

(i) They ensure quick and inexpensive justice to villagers.
(ii) They can impose a fine of up to Rs. 100.
(iii) They cannot award a sentence of imprisonment.
(iv) Lawyers are not allowed to appear before these Panchayats.
(v) There is generally no appeal against the decision of Nyaya Panchayat if the powers are exercised within 

their jurisdiction.
(vi) However, under the Panchayats Act, Sub-divisional Magistrates and Sub-Judges of the district are 

empowered to hear appeals.
(vii) No person can be a member of the Nyaya Panchayat and the Panchayat Samiti, Gram Panchayat or other 

Local Self-Governing body at the same time.
(viii) The State Government or the State Judicial Service decides the jurisdiction of these Panchyats.

 ➢ From the above account it can be stated that Gram Sabha acts as a General Body as well as legislature, the Panchayat 
as the executive and Nyaya Panchayat as the Judicial Body for a village or a group of such villages.

  Panchayat Samiti (At the Block Level)
 ➢ This intermediate body at the block level is known by different names in different states like Panchayat Samiti, 

Kshetra Samiti, Janapada Panchayat and Panchayat Union Council.
 ➢ The Community Block is in fact Panchayat of the Panchayats.
 ➢ Composition:
 ➢ It has the representatives of Panchayats and some others as its members as given below:

(i) Sarpanchs of all Panchayats concerned.
(ii) Members of Legislative Assembly of the State from the area.
(iii) Members of Parliament belonging to the area.
(iv) Block Development Officers of the block or the area served by them.
(v) Co-opted members (provisional) representing women, Scheduled Castes/Tribes.
(vi) Representatives of Cooperative Societies (only in certain States).

 ➢ The Samiti appoints various standing committees to undertake specialised works. 
 ➢ These committees may have outside members as well.
  Office Bearers:
 ➢ Chairperson: Elected from amongst its own members.
 ➢ Deputy Chairperson: Elected from amongst its own members.
 ➢ Secretary: A salaried employee appointed by the state authorities through District Administration.
 ➢ Functions:

(i) To supervise and co–ordinate the working of Gram Panchayat.
(ii) To conduct higher education (higher secondary level and above) for a group of villages or at block level.
(iii) To provide hospital and health services with various facilities at community block level.
(iv) To pay special attention to development of agriculture through undertaking minor irrigation schemes, 

distribution of quality seeds and fertilisers.
(v) To approve building plans, undertake other development works including roads and bridges within the 

Circle Panchayats.
(vi) To provide drinking water and execute other community development programmes.
(vii) To act as a link between the Gram Panchayat and Zila Parishad.

  Zila Parishad (At District Level)
 ➢ At the apex of the three – tier Panchayati Raj system lies the Zila Parishad.
 ➢ It is a Local Self – Government unit at district level.
 ➢ Panchayat Samiti forms a link between the Gram Panchayat and Zila Parishad.
 ➢ The link between the State Government and the Gram Panchayats is the Zila Parishad.
 ➢ The Zila Parishad is also known by different names in different states, like District Development Council, Zila 

Parishad and Mohkuma Parishad.
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  Composition:
 ➢ The membership varies from 40 to 60 and usually comprises— Deputy Commissioner of the District, Presidents 

of all Panchayat Samitis in the district and Heads of all Government Departments in the district; Members of 
Parliament and Legislative Assembly in the district (as associate members in some States), a representative of 
each Cooperative society (only in some states); some women and Scheduled Caste members if not adequately 
represented; and co-opted members having extraordinary experience and achievements in Public Service.

  Office Bearers:
 ➢ Chairperson: Presides over the meetings and conduct proceedings. Elected by members from amongst themselves.
 ➢ Deputy Chairperson: Elected by members, amongst themselves.
 ➢ Secretary: A whole time paid employee of the State Government.
  Functions:
 ➢ The Zila Parishad as seen from its composition is like a regular official body rather than a popular one.
 ➢ It functions mostly through various standing committees.
 ➢ There are District Boards who coordinate the functions of Circle Panchayats.
 ➢ Functions vary from State to State.
 ➢ These functions generally pertain to the following:

(i) Overseeing all round development work of the district under the overall charge of an experienced 
functionary like the Deputy Commissioner.

(ii) The Standing Committees have each a Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson, hold discussions and take 
decisions. Members of the District Boards are also included in the Standing Committee.

(iii) In practice, the working committee functions as the executive body of the District Board.
(iv) Supervision of working of Panchayats is carried out.
(v) It advises the State Government on all matters relating to the Gram Panchayats and Panchayat Samitis 

under their own jurisdiction.
(vi) It cooperates with and coordinates the work of Panchayat Samitis for undertaking various development 

works, specially minor irrigation works, vocational and industrial schools, village industries, sanitation and 
public health.

(vii) In some States like in Assam, Bihar and Punjab scrutiny of the budget estimates of Panchayat Samitis is 
done.

Structure of Village Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zila Parishad

Village Panchayat Panchayat Samiti Zila Parishad

Level Village Block/Circle District

1. Head or 
President 

Sarpanch Chairman Chairman

2. Composition Consists of minimum 
5 and maximum 31 
members directly elected 
by Gram Sabha.

Sarpanchs of village 
Panchayats, MLAs and 
MPs belonging to that area, 
members of the Zila Parishad 
and Block Development 
Officer.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Heads of government 
departments, BDOs and 
Chairman of all Panchayat 
Samitis, MPs and MLAs 
belonging to that district.

3. Functions

(a) Provision of civic 
amenities.

Coordination of the working of 
various Panchayats under it.

Coordination of the working 
of Panchayat Samitis under 
it.

(b) Looking after sanitation. Management of schools and 
colleges.

Act as a link between the 
government and the local 
bodies.

(c) Management of 
common property.

Help in the development of 
agriculture.

Help in the formulation of 
various plans.

(d) Provision of primary 
education and primary 
health centres.

Maintenance of hospitals and 
other health services.

Recommendation for grant-
in-aid for local bodies.
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  Achievements of the Panchayati Raj System:

 ➢ Gandhiji's dream of every village being a republic has been translated into reality with the introduction of the 
three-tier Panchayati Raj System.

 ➢ The Ministry of Rural Development has started giving training to members of the Panchayats at all levels in order 
to implement the Rural Development Programmes under schemes such as Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 
(SGSY).

 ➢ The Panchayati Raj System has, thus, brought government close to people.
(a) Panchayati Raj System now ensures effective coordination between government programmes and those of 

voluntary agencies.
(b) The District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAS) in close cooperation with Zila Parishads release funds to 

Gram Panchayats under the Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana (JGSY).
 ➢ Its main objective is to create demand driven village infrastructure.

 ➢ JGSY is now implemented through Panchayats all over the country.

 ➢ The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005, provides every rural household 100 
days of work in a year which involves unskilled manual work.

 ➢ Gram Panchayat is the implementing agency of this scheme.

CHAPTER-3[B]
LOCAL SELF – GOVERNMENT – URBAN

Revision Notes

 ➢ An urban area covers towns and cities.
 ➢ A town is generally regarded as a small urban area. Large towns are called cities.
 ➢ According to the Census Commission, cities with a population of more than 40 Lakh people are known as 

Metropolitan cities.
 ➢ The local self-government institutions in all these areas function independent of one another.

  The Constitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992

 ➢ In many states local bodies had become weak and ineffective on account of a variety of reasons including the failure 
to hold regular elections.

 ➢ As a result, urban local bodies were not able to perform effectively as vibrant democratic units of self-government.
 ➢ In order to make the urban local bodies more effective, the Constitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992, also known as 

the Nagarpalika and Municipalities Act was passed.
 ➢ The salient features of the Act are as following:

(i) The Act gives constitutional status to urban local bodies.
(ii) The Act provides for direct election to all the local self-government bodies.
(iii) A fixed tenure of five years for the municipalities has been prescribed.
(iv) 33 per cent of the seats should be reserved for women under each category of SC/ST/Backward Classes.
(v) District Planning Committee to be constituted by the State Government.

 ➢ The Act provides for three tier local bodies for urban areas as under:

(i) Municipal Corporations for larger urban areas.
(ii) Municipal Councils for smaller urban areas.
(iii) Nagar Panchayats for areas in transition from a rural area to urban area.

  Municipal Corporations:

 ➢ Municipal Corporation is a local self-government unit in big cities.
 ➢ The Municipal Corporation carries out its functions through well organized divisions or departments.
 ➢ For example, water supply and Sewage Disposal undertaking, Housing Board, Education Department and 

Electricity Department.
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 ➢ Each of these departments are looked after by experienced and qualified persons.
  Election:
 ➢ The members of the Corporation are elected in the same way as members of the Legislative Assembly.
 ➢ However, instead of constituency, municipal areas are known as wards.
 ➢ The elections are held on the basis of Universal Adult Franchise through secret ballot.
 ➢ The number of representatives depends on the population of the city.
  Term:
 ➢ A fixed tenure of five years has been provided in the Constitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992.
 ➢ It can be dissolved even before the completion of its term by the governor of the state on the advice of the Council 

of Ministers.
 ➢ However, the election for the Municipal Corporation should be completed before the expiry of its term.
 ➢ In case of dissolution, elections should be held within six months of its dissolution.
  Composition:
 ➢ A Municipal Corporation comprises the following:-

(a) General Council
(b) The Mayor
(c) The Standing Committees
(d) The Municipal Commissioner

(a) General Council:
 ➢ The General Council is formed of elected members known as Municipal Councillors.
 ➢ These members are elected directly on the basis of Universal Adult Franchise through secret ballot.
 ➢ The number of seats in a corporation depends on the population of the city and is determined by the State 

Government.
 ➢ There are reserved constituencies for Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes.
 ➢ The General Council appoints many other officials except the Municipal Commissioner.
 ➢ The General Council co-opts some members as aldermen.
 ➢ They are generally eminent persons of the city and are nominated by the Governor.

(b) Mayor:
 ➢ The Councillors together with Aldermen elect among themselves the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor.
 ➢ They are generally elected for a period of one year, but can be re-elected annually for the full term of the 

corporation.
 ➢ Functions of the Mayor (Any four) :

(i) The Mayor is considered as the “First citizen”. He represents the city at various ceremonies and receives 
foreign guests coming to visit the city. This is considered his most important duty.

(ii) He presides over the meetings of the corporation. 
(iii) He regulates and conducts business of the corporation.
(iv) He fixes the agenda for consideration at the meetings of the corporation.
(v) He obtains reports from the Municipal Commissioners regarding various projects and programmes 

undertaken by the corporation.
(vi) He acts as a link between the corporation and the State Government.

(c) Standing Committees:
 ➢ The members of the General Council are represented on Standing Committees through elections.
 ➢ There are different Standing Committees to deal with subjects like finance, health, engineering, taxation and 

welfare schemes.
(d) Municipal Commissioner:

 ➢ The Municipal Commissioner is appointed by the Governor usually for a term of 5 years.
 ➢ In the case of Union Territory, he is appointed by the Central Government.
 ➢ He is the Chief Executive of the Corporation. His functions include the following:-

(i) To carry on and control the administration of the corporation.
(ii) To implement the projects and programmes as laid down by the General Council.
(iii) To maintain and safeguard all municipal properties, records, etc.
(iv) To prepare financial budgets and perform other related functions.
(v) To take part in the meetings of the Council but he cannot move any resolution or vote in the meetings. He 

also keeps records of the decisions and proceedings of the meetings.
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 ➢ Functions of the Municipal Corporation (Any four) :
 y The Municipal Corporation is the local self-government unit of the city.
 y It is concerned with all matters that concern the residents of the city.
 y These functions are generally divided into two categories – the obligatory or compulsory functions and 

discretionary or optional functions (functions depending on availability of funds).
(1) Compulsory Functions: These include (Any four):

(i) Provision of electricity, water, sewage disposal. These functions are carried through various departments 
which have the services of experts and engineers who are appointed as full time employees of the corporation.

(ii) Provision of public health services like provision of hospitals, dispensaries, family welfare centres.
 y It has to organize and carry on special public health measures to prevent spread of communicable diseases.
 y Removal and disposal of garbage, dealing with other city wastes are priority functions.
 y The corporation appoints its own staff to carry on these functions.

(iii) Provision of public conveniences and utilities like roads, buildings, bus-shelters, demolition of dangerous 
structures, plantation of trees, provision of public urinals and toilets.

(iv) Provision of educational institutions like primary and secondary schools including organization of adult 
literacy classes, organizing and undertaking promotion of sports and games and providing necessary facilities.

(v) Maintenance of records of births and deaths and maintenance and upkeep of cremation and burial grounds.
(vi) Undertaking of public safety and security like maintenance of fire department together with fire engines; 

disaster like floods and earthquake management groups, etc.
(vii) Preparation, publishing and issuing of annual report of the Corporation stating its various activities, projects 

and programmes.
(2) Discretionary or Optional Functions: These include the following (Any four):

(i) Public housing through housing boards.
(ii) Construction and maintenance of public parks, libraries, museums, theatre, akharas, picnic resorts, etc.
(iii) Establishing and maintaining children, homes, orphanages, old-age homes, night shelters and rest houses.
(iv) Undertaking welfare schemes, organizing fairs, functions, melas.
(v) Beautification of city.

 ➢ Municipal Committee:
 ➢ A Municipal Committee is set up for smaller towns.
 ➢ Such bodies are also called Municipal Boards or Municipalities.
 ➢ Their organization is more or less similar to Municipal Corporation.
 ➢ Due to their smaller size these have generally three wings:

(a) General Body.
(b) Chairman/President.
(c) Executive Officer or the Secretary.

(a) General Body of the Municipal Committee:
 y The members of the general body of the Municipal Committee are called councillors.
 y They are elected from Municipal wards.
 y The number of member depends on the population of the city.

 ➢ Eligibility:
 y Eligibility for contesting elections in the General Body of the Municipal Committee are same as in the case 

of Municipal Corporation.
 ➢ Term:

 y According to the new Nagarpalika Act, all rural and urban local self-government bodies have a uniform 
term of 5 years in all states.

(b) Chairman/President:
 y A chairperson and a vice-chairperson are elected indirectly by the members from among themselves.
 y The chairperson of a Municipality enjoys vast powers.
 y His functions are similar to those of the Mayor. [Kindly refer to the topic functions of mayor].

(c) Chief Executive Officer/The Secretary:
 y The Chief-Executive Officer/The Secretary is an appointee of the State Government and usually belongs to 

the State Civil Services.
 y He looks after the administrative wing of the Municipal Committee.

 ➢ Other Office Bearers:
 y Like in the case of Municipal Corporation, a Municipal Committee also has various departments like 

Education, Health, Engineering, Taxation, etc.
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 y These departments are under the administrative control of senior officers and engineers or other experts.
 ➢ Cooperation and Coordination between Local Self-Government and Local Government.
  The District Administration:
 ➢ A distinction has already been drawn between the local self-government unit and the local government.
 ➢ The local government in an area functions at the district level under the overall charge of a District Collector or 

Deputy Commissioner.
 ➢ A Deputy Commissioner often combines both these functions.
 ➢ He is also the highest officer in a district for the purpose of revenue collection and is therefore, also called District 

Collector.
  Appointment:
 ➢ The Deputy Commissioner belong to the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and is appointed by the State 

Government.
 ➢ A District Collector or Deputy Commissioner is highly trained officer in all aspects of administration and 

management of local affairs.
  Other Office Bearers:
 ➢ A number of government officers, heading various departments, work under the Deputy Commissioner.
 ➢ These include Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildars, Kanungos, Lekhpal or Patwari all concerned with preparation and 

maintenance of land records and revenue collection from district to village level.
 ➢ At the district level, law and order is looked after by the Superintendent of Police.
 ➢ Under him, work Deputy Superintendents, Inspectors and Subedars.
 ➢ A number of villages are provided a Police Chowki and Chowkidar is also placed on duty in each village.
 ➢ Other important officers at the district level include Chief Medical Officer, Inspector of Education and District 

Judge, etc.
 ➢ All of these government officers work in close cooperation and coordination with the Panchayats often through the 

Block Development Officer.
 ➢ Further, the Deputy Commissioner is also represented on the Zila Parishad.
 ➢ Therefore, he also influences the policies and programmes of the Panchayats.
  Functions (Any four):
 ➢ The Deputy Commissioner is the Chief Executive Officer of the district.
 ➢ As such he performs almost every function of local government in the district. These include:

(i) Collection of Revenue.
(ii) Maintenance and updating of land record.
(iii) Law and Order.
(iv) Supervision and execution of all plans of the Union and State Governments.
(v) Provision of civic amenities and execution of public works.
(vi) Implementation of policies and programmes in respect of Panchayati Raj Institutions.
(vii) Supersession, dissolution, holding of election, etc. in respect of Panchayati Raj Institutions.
Difference between a Municipal Corporation and a Municipal Committee

Municipal Corporation Municipal Committee

1. It deals with the State Government directly. It deals with the State government through the 
District Administration.

2. The head of the Corporation is known as Mayor. The head of a Municipal Committee is known as a 
Chairperson/President.

3. These are meant for big cities. These are meant for smaller cities.

4. It has more powers and more sources of revenue. It has comparatively less powers and fewer sources 
of revenue.




