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Extract-Based Questions 
(Issued by CBSE in April-2021)

ENGLISH-X
Literature: Textbooks 
and Supplementary 
Reading Text (First 
Flight) Prose

1. A LETTER TO GOD

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. The house – the only one in the entire valley – sat on the crest of a low hill. From this height one could see the 
river and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that always promised a good harvest. The only thing 
the Earth needed was a downpour or at least a shower. Throughout the morning Lencho who knew his fields 
intimately had done nothing else but see the sky towards the north-east. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1=5)
(i) Based on the details of the house's location, how can it best be described?

(a) majestic (b) imposing
(c) solitary (d) unique

(ii) The field of corn dotted with flowers means that 
(a) not a single flower was bigger than a dot.
(b) the flowers  were scattered across.
(c) the flowers were in shaped like dots.
(d) the flowers had shrunk in size.

(iii) Lencho wished for a downpour or a heavy shower. Pick the option that correctly lists the correct match 
for kinds of rain.

(1) heavy rain (i) light rain that falls in very fine drops

(2) thunderstorm (ii) very heavy rain, tropical rain

(3) drizzle (iii) it's coming down quite strong and you get very wet very quickly

(4) torrential rain (iv) really heavy rain that comes very suddenly

(5) downpour (v) is a violent, short-lived weather disturbance associated with lightning, 
thunder and strong, gusty winds.

(a) (1)-(ii), (2)-(iv), (3)-(v), (4)-(i), 5-(iii) (b) (1)-(iv), (2)-(i), (3)-(iii), (4)-(v), 5-(ii)
(c) (1)-(v), (2)-(iii), (3)-(iv), (4)-(ii), 5-(i) (d) (1)-(iii), (2)-(v), (3)-(i), (4)-(ii), 5-(iv)

(iv) Based on the given extract, what is Lencho NOT likely to think while looking at his field?
(i) Such a blessing, God!

Thank you
(ii) Just a downpour, God.

And everything will be
perfect

(iv) I wish we have enough
food to eat after this

harvest

(iii) All set for the grand
harvest

I'm going to be rich!

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(v) Which quote supports the idea in the given extract?
(a) "Farming is a profession of hope."
(b) "I would rather be on my farm than be emperor of the world."
(c) "Farming looks mighty easy when your plough is a pencil, and you're a thousand miles from the 

corn field."
(d) "Those too lazy to plough in the right season will have no food at the harvest."
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Ans. (i) (c) solitary
 (ii) (b) the flowers were scattered across.
 (iii) (d) (1)-(iii), (2)-(v), (3)-(i), (4)-(ii), 5-(iv)
 (iv) (d) Option (iv)
 (v) (a) "Farming is a profession of hope."

Q. 2. When he finished, he went to the window to buy a stamp which he licked and then affixed to the envelope with 
a blow of his fist. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox the postmaster went to open it. It said: "God: Of the 
money that I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me. Send me the rest, since I need it very much. But don't 
send it to me through the mail because the post office employees are a bunch of crooks. Lencho." (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) '...bunch of crooks.' Pick the option that DOES NOT collate with 'bunch of, correctly.    [CBSE-QB, 2021]

(i) keys

(ii) grapes(iii) islands bunch of

(iii) flowers

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)

(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(ii) What was the most likely response that the postmaster expected in Lencho's second letter?

(i) sorrowful (ii) gratitude

(iii) disappointment (iv) elation

(v) shock

(a) Option (ii) and (v) (b) Option (i) and (iii)

(c) Option (ii) and (iv) (d) Option (iii) and (v)

(iii) Pick the option that lists the option corresponding to—'with a blow of his fist.'
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)

(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(iv) Lencho's letter included

(a) details of his problems. (b) description of the post office.

(c) belief of being looted. (d) List of further demands.

(v) Pick the most suitable quote for this extract.

(a) "It is easier to fool people than to convince them that they have been fooled." - Mark Twain

(b) "Real knowledge is to know the extent of one's ignorance."- Confucius

(c) "You see a person's true colours when you are no longer beneficial to their life."- Anonymous

(d) "True generosity means accepting ingratitude." - Coco Channel
Ans. (i) (d) Option (iv)
 (ii) (c) Option (ii) and (iv)
 (iii) (d) Option (iv)
 (iv) (d) List of further demands.
 (v) (d) "True generosity means accepting ingratitude." - Coco Channel
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Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. People get support from family and friends during bad times. How does Lencho's family behave after the 
harvest is ruined? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  After the entire crop was ruined in the hailstorm, Lencho’s family members solaced him and asked him not to 
lose hope. They reminded him that in God’s world no one died of hunger.

 Q. 2. 'Lencho was an ox of a man, working like an animal in the fields, but still he knew how to write.' What does 
this line tell us about the norm amongst such farmers, then? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Lencho was a hard working farmer. He worked hard in the field like an Ox. But unlike farmers, he was also a 
literate person.

 Q. 3. What, according to you would have been the likely reaction of Lencho's wife upon knowing about him writing 
an actual letter to God? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Lencho’s wife might be surprised for the unshakeable faith upon God of her husband. Later she might have told 
him that it was a foolish act.

 Q. 4. Lencho waited eagerly for a reply to his letter to God. Do you think the postmaster was also very keen to know 
Lencho's reaction upon receiving the 'reply'? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Yes, the postmaster was also very keen to know Lencho’s reaction because he had done act of charity just to 
bring smile and contentment on Lencho’s face.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. 'The field was white, as if covered with salt.' This is how the field is described after the hailstorm. The pelting 
hailstones could have been easily seen as sugar cubes. Do you think comparing it with sugar would have been 
more appropriate? Why/ Why not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  According to me, comparing it to the hailstones is more appropriate because the hailstorm destroyed Lencho’s 
fields. Comparing the hailstones with sugar would mean that it benefitted him. On the contrary, the hailstorm 
caused a lot of damage and all his harvest was destroyed.

 Q. 2. Lencho and his family knew the implications the hailstorm would have on their lives. Write a conversation 
between Lencho and his wife as they watched the downpour turn to a hailstorm. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  Lencho : The weather is getting worst now. I have an intuition something bad is going to happen.
  Wife    : Yes, it has been raining hard for quite a long time. It will destroy our crop.
  Lencho : Look! Good Lord! It is hailing now. God save my corns!
  Wife      : Don’t worry. God won’t let his children starve.
  Lencho : I see no hope! We are ruined!

  Q. 3. Lencho did not bother exploring any other means to resolve his situation but just turned to God. Do you feel 
that his approach was justified? Why/Why not?  [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  Lencho did not bother exploring any other means to resolve his situation  because he had a deep faith in God. He 
believed that only God could help him to come out of this disaster .He was the only one whom he could trust. 
All others were a bunch of crooks and they would take undue advantage of his situation. Hence his approach 
was justified.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. The people at the post-office contribute to put together whatever they can manage, for Lencho.
  (a)  What do you think was the main reason behind their help? Would you have done the same if you were 

one of the employees?
  (b)  As an employee, write about your perspective and reason(s) for contributing to the fund. The fact that 

you don't want to say 'no' to a cause initiated by your boss, can also be an equally compelling reason!
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  (a)  The main reason behind their help was to keep Lencho’s faith in God intact. Yes, I would also like to help 

someone who has such an immense faith in Almighty God by giving a part of my earning just like the 
postmaster and the post office employees did.

  (b)  Exactly, saying ‘no’ to a cause initiated by my boss won’t be a wise decision. Lencho, who was a poor farmer, 
was in a fear of going hungry this year. His ripe corn got destroyed due to an unexpected hailstorm. Lending 
a helping hand is a true spirit of a true human being. I, too, won’t hesitate while helping Lencho. Moreover, 
to find people like Lencho is very rare in this materialistic world. He was true gem of his own type. And 
helping such a man was infact, just like  helping God himself.
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 Q. 2. Read the given anecdote and analyse the similarities and differences with reference to 'A Letter to God'.
  A very poor woman called-in a radio station asking for help from God. A non-believer, also listening to this 

radio program, decided to make fun of the woman. He got her address, called his secretary and ordered her 
to buy food and take it to the woman.

  However, the instruction was: "When the woman asks who sent the food, tell her that it's from the devil."
  When the secretary arrived at the woman's house, the woman was very happy and grateful for the help. The 

Secretary then asked her, "Don't you want to know who sent the food?"
  The woman replied, "No, I don't even care because when God orders, even the devil obeys!
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. There are many similarities in the anecdote like:
  The poor woman too had immense faith in God just like Lencho. She too asked help from God, Himself instead 

of asking aid from people around her . Just like Lencho she too believed the devils bunch of crooks excited in 
this world . The man made fun of her in the same ways as the post office employees laughed on Lencho when 
they read his first letter. But both the non-believers the post office employees rendered a helping hand to the 
needy.

  The differences are as follows:
  The poor woman considered a devil as help from god. She became happy when she saw the food. On the contrary, 

Lencho became angry because the amount of money was less than desired one. The man who helped the old 
woman called himself as a devil whereas the postmaster himself signed as the ‘God’.

 Q. 3. The postmaster was a representative of God. Evaluate this statement in the context of your understanding of 
'A Letter to God'. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Yes, the postmaster was a representative of God for at least three reasons. First, he was the one who actually 
read the letter, on behalf of God. Also, he made effort to fulfill Lencho's prayers, which were addressed to God. 
So, the postmaster acted in God’s place and tried to collect funds for the poor farmer. Thirdly, Lencho himself 
believed that God had answered his prayers and sent him the money. The postmaster represents a bunch of 
people like Lencho who have faith in God. There are people like the Postmaster and the Post Office employees, 
who help others without any self interest. To keep Lencho's faith in God intact, the postmaster cooperated with 
his employees and collected the amount. He had love and empathy towards Lencho when he knew about his 
situation. He was a compassionate man and even hid his identity in helping Lencho. He sent the amount to 
Lencho in the name of God. Even though none of the Post Office employees or Post Master were related to 
Lencho in any manner, yet it was a pure act of humanity, kindness and selflessness on their part. Thus, the 
postmaster was a follow human being and not God, but his actions were very kind. It can be concluded that he 
was indeed a representative of God.

2. NELSON MANDELA: LONG WALK TO FREEDOM

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. "We, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be host to the nations if the 
world on our own soil. We thank all of our distinguished international guests for having come to take possession 
with the people of our country of what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for human dignity." 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) The guests at the spectacular ceremony are being called distinguished because they

(a) they have been invited as guests to attend it.
(b) they are eminent world leaders witnessing it.
(c) they are visiting the country for this purpose.
(d) they have resumed diplomatic relations with the country.

(ii) It is a victory for 'human dignity'. Pick the option that lists the correct answer for what 'human dignity' 
would include.

(a) (i) equality (ii) liberty (iii) indecency

(b) (i) liberty (ii) indecency (iii) self-respect

(c) (i) immorality (ii) self-respect (iii) equality

(d) (i) equality (ii) liberty (iii) self-respect
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(iii) Why does the speaker say that it is a 'rare privilege'?
 He says this as they have

(a) been deprived of this honour.
(b) seldom been given this honour.
(c) experienced it for the first time.
(d) been chosen over other countries, for this honour.

(iv) How do you think the speaker feels? Choose the option that best fits his state of mind.

I feel...

(a) (i) emotional (ii) elated (iii) unmindful

(b) (i) elated (ii) unmindful (iii) overwhelmed

(c) (i) overwhelmed (ii) elated (iii) honoured

(d) (i) elated (ii) honoured (iii) unmindful
(v) Pick the option that showcases the usage of 'host' as in the extract.

(a) He was praised for his hospitality as the host of the party.
(b) She was able to host the event without any hindrance.
(c) She met the host and apologised for her friend's misbehaviour.
(d) He is the best host that one can ever come across.

Ans. (i) (b) they are eminent world leaders witnessing it.
 (ii) (d) (i)  equality  (ii)  liberty  (iii)  self-respect
 (iii) (c) experienced it for the first time.
 (iv) (c) (i) overwhelmed  (ii)  elated  (iii) honoured
 (v) (b) She was able to host the event without any hindrance.
Q. 2. "It was only when I began to learn that my boyhood freedom was an illusion, when I discovered as a young man 

that my freedom had already been taken from me, that I began to hunger for it. At first as a student, I wanted 
freedom only for myself, the transitory freedoms of being able to stay out at night, read what I pleased and go 
where I chose. Later, as a young man in Johannesburg, I yearned for the basic and honourable freedoms..." 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) The title that best suits this extract is

(a) Freedom for everything (b) Knowledge about Freedom
(c) Significance of Freedom (d) Realisation of Freedom

(ii) Why do you think the speaker mentions some freedoms as 'transitory'?
(a) The freedoms are momentary and keep changing with time.
(b) The definition of freedom is constant but perspectives differ.
(c) Freedom means different things to different people.
(d) Freedom is not that important after a certain age.

(iii) Choose the option that best fits the usage of the word 'illusion' as used in the extract.
(a) He was never able to get past the illusion.
(b) The illusion I experienced was quite intriguing.
(c) A large mirror in the room creates an illusion.
(d) I was living under the illusion that this is possible.

(iv) The speaker says, 'at first as a student I wanted freedom only for myself.' Why do you think he only 
thought about himself?
(a) He didn't want to think about the freedom denied to others.
(b) He was being selfish and was only bothered about himself.
(c) He didn't think that freedom denied to him was important for others.
(d) He was too young to realise that freedom was denied to others as well.

(v) A part of the extract has been paraphrased. Choose the option that includes the most appropriate solution 
to the blanks in the given paraphrase of the extract.

 The speaker's belief about freedom, since childhood proved false. It was not until the speaker grew 
up to be a young man when it (i) ______on him that he was (ii)_______of freedom. Then he began  
(iii)_________ it.
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(a) (i) desired (ii) dawned (iii) depriving

(b) (i) dawned (ii) deprived (iii) desiring

(c) (i) dawned (ii) arrived (iii) desiring

(d) (i) arrived (ii) deprived (iii) dawned

Ans. (i) (c) Significance of Freedom
 (ii) (a) The freedoms are momentary and keep changing with time.
 (iii) (d) I was living under the illusion that this is possible.
 (iv) (d) He was too young to realise that freedom was denied to others as well.
 (v) (b) (i) dawned (ii) deprived (iii) desiring

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Based on your reading of the lesson, what can you infer about Mandela as a father and as a leader?
[CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Nelson Mandela was a great leader and a loving father. If we compare him as a father and a leader, he was greater 
as a leader.

 Q. 2. Mandela feels that courage is triumph over fear. How would you define courage in this context?
[CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  According to Mandela, courage was not the absence of fear. For him, courage meant the ability to win over the 
sense of fear. The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.

 Q. 3. Mandela says that his country's greatest wealth is its people and not the purest diamonds. Justify his statement.
[CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Mandela feels that the people of his nation are the greatest wealth compared to any other from of wealth. He 
lays great emphasis on people and their power to change the system and bring a new change in the society.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Create a questionnaire of two most important questions that you would have liked to ask Nelson Mandela 
during an interview. Give your reasons for choosing those questions. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  I would like to ask the following two questions to Nelson Mandela during an interview:
  (i) How did your education help you in contributing to the removal of Apartheid?
  (ii) At which age, did you decide to study law? Because it is said that Education is key to Freedom.

  Q. 2. Your teacher organised a mini-debate competition in class on the topic: Courage, Wisdom and Generosity 
are the ONLY attributes of a remarkable leader.

  Write the debate script with two points to supplement your stand, either as a proposition speaker or as an 
opposition one. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  As a proposition speaker:
  It is rightly said that Courage, Wisdom and Generosity are the only attributes of a remarkable leader. A leader 

should be ready to face any problem. It may be internal or external. To solve the matter, he should analyses before 
passing the judgment where he has to use his wisdom. He should not be partial in his decision, here he needs 
courage when necessary. He should be generous in helping others without hesitation.

  Q. 3. You recently read a blog by your teen friend, on 'Freedom-My Perception'. You feel that your perception of 
freedom has seen a transformation after having read 'The Long walk to Freedom'.

  Complete the dialogue in 50 words, with your friend, explaining your new understanding of freedom. You 
may begin like this:

  Friend: I think the freedom to watch T.V. for extended hours or choose the kind of programmes I'd like to view 
is important.

  You: (a) ____________________________________________________________________.
  Friend: Hmmm. I still feel that the restrictions are not required. I want my freedom. I'm human too, am I not?
  You: (b) ____________________________________________________________________ . [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  (a) I believe that freedom isn’t selfish individually. It is the generosity of self with the world.
  (b)  My friend, true freedom isn’t realized by the lack of physical boundaries but is born through the revelations 

of the society people around us, our understanding of others and the outward expression of our heart  
and soul.
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Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

  Q. 1. Freedom is inconsequential if it is behind bars of prejudice and narrow mindedness. How would you explain 
this statement? Support your answer with suitable examples from the real world. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Nelson Mandela believed that freedom is indivisible. His hunger for his own freedom became the greater hunger 
for the people. He couldn’t live his life with dignity and self-respect if his own people were bound in chains. 
The chains on any one of his people were the chains on all of them. Mandelarealised that the oppressor must be 
liberated as surely as the oppressed. A man who takes away another’s freedom is a prisoner of hatred prejudice 
and narrow mindedness. He is not truly free if he is taking away someone else freedom. Surely, he is not free 
when his freedom is taken away from him. A person’s freedom is of no use if he doesn’t expand the horizons of 
his thoughts and think like a narrow minded person. A person’s freedom is insignificant if he takes the freedom 
of another man, thus, the oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity. 

 Q. 2. After having read the lesson on the oppression that communities faced in South Africa, you were deeply hurt. 
You could also relate to the struggles and hardships of millions of Indians who fought against the oppressive 
British rule.

  Write a diary entry expressing your feelings about oppression faced by people in their homeland. You may 
begin like this:

  24 August 20XX,    Monday 9:00 pm
  My heart is filled with sadness as I think of the oppressed who had to tolerate the inhuman attitude of the 

oppressors in their own land............................... [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  28 February, 20XX,
   Saturday 10:00 pm
  My heart is filled with sadness as I think of the oppressed who had to tolerate the inhuman attitude of the 

oppressors in their own land. The oppression that the communities faced in South Africa under the apartheid 
regime reminds me the struggles and hardships of millions of Indians who fought against the oppressive British 
rule. The white regime in South Africa was based on racial discrimination. It symbolised explioitation and 
extraordinary human disaster. The blacks were deprived of their rights equality and human dignity. In the same 
way, the Indians were exploited by the British. They worked in the lands like animals who were only supposed 
to obey. Their lands, resources and approaches were captured by the British. The struggle of Indian under British 
rule resembles with the struggles of the people of South Africa under the apartheid regime. The struggle created 
a deep and lasting wound on them. But they never gave up their cause, ultimately, their sacrifices led to their 
victory- common victory of humanity for peace, for justice and for human dignity.

  Q. 3. Prejudice based on race and colour or any other reason causes profound hurt.
  Write about any one character from the chapters in First Flight who was subjected to such prejudice?
  Discuss the consequence of this prejudice for the character. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Prejudging a person on the basis of race, colour or his & appearance or any other reason is wrong if so we treat 
the person the same as we think of them in our mind without knowing the right intensions of that person.  

   The character subjected to this prejudice in ‘First Flight’ was Wanda Petronski from the chapter. 'The Hundred 
Dresses'. She belonged to a very poor family. She was a polish girl. She came to school in a same faded blue dress 
daily. It was clean but not properly ironed. Her classmates made fun of her as they found her name funny. They 
would ask her how many dresses she had in her closet. The girls would suppress their laugh when Wanda replied 
that she had a hundred dresses and sixty pairs of shoes. Although her claim was not justified. But it is not at all 
right to judge people on the basis of their social status. Later on, Wanda proud herself by submitting a hundred 
drawings of dresses. People who judge other with their social economic background need to understand chat 
such attitude is not the parameter to judge a person’s capabilities.

   When people are undervalued by others, their self-esteem suffers and they stop trying to improve themselves. 
Prejudice can often lead to bullying and other forms of discrimination. 
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3. TWO STORIES ABOUT FLYING
(A) His First Flight

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. The day before, all day long, he had watched his parents flying about with his brothers and sister, perfecting 
them in the art of flight, teaching them how to skim the waves and how to dive for fish. He had, in fact, seen his 
older brother catch his first herring and devour it, standing on a rock, while his parents circled around raising 
a proud cackle. And all the morning the whole family had walked about on the big plateau midway down the 
opposite cliff taunting him with his cowardice. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Based on the given sentence, pick the option that corresponds to what human parents would say, 'while 

his parents circled around raising a proud cackle.'
(a) Well done! (b) Oh no!
(c) Ready?! (d) Really!?

(ii) Which option lists the image nearest to 'skim the waves'?

(i)    (ii)     (iii)    (iv)

(a) image (i) (b) image (ii)
(c) image (iii) (d) image (iv)

(iii) Imagine that the young gull attended a workshop on inspiration and confidence building and received a 
couple of pieces of advice.

 Choose the option that reflects these pieces of advice, most relevant to his situation.

(i)             (ii)         (iii)    (iv)

(a) (i) and (ii) (b) (ii) and (iii)
(c) (ii) and (iv) (d) (i) and (iv)

(iv) Which of the following feelings did the young gull, NOT feel according to the given context?
 "...all day long, he had watched his parents flying about with his brothers and sister..."

(i) sad (ii) incompetent (iii) excluded (iv) ungrateful (v) inspired (vi) jealous (vii) anxious
(a) (i), (iii), (vi) (b) (ii), (v), (vii)
(c) (ii),(iii), (vii) (d) (iv), (v), (vi)

(v) Select the most appropriate option for the following:
 devour : guzzle :: nibble : 

(a) chew (b) savour
(c) peck (d) gulp

Ans. (i) (a) Well done!
 (ii) (c) image (iii)
 (iii) (c) (iii) and (iv)
 (iv) (d) (iv), (v), (vi)
 (v) (c) peck
Q. 2. He just felt a bit dizzy. Then he flapped his wings once and he soared upwards. "Ga, ga, ga, Ga, ga, ga, Gaw-

col-ah," his mother swooped past him, her wings making a loud noise. He answered her with another scream. 
Then his father flew over him screaming. He saw his two brothers and his sister flying around him curveting 
and banking and soaring and diving. Then he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly, and 
commended himself to dive and soar and curve, shrieking shrilly. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Pick the most appropriate reason why the young gull felt dizzy.

(a) He hadn't eaten anything for a day. (b) He was dizzy with excitement.
(c) He was wary of heights. (d) He was flying for the first time.
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(ii) How would you describe the screams of the gulls in the given extract?
(a) elation (b) bewilderment
(c) shock (d) protection

(iii) The line "he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly" implies the
(a) great confidence the young gull had in his skills.
(b) naturalness of the act of flying for the young gull.
(c) satisfaction and joy of flying together as a family.
(d) desire of the young gull to leave his fears behind.

(iv) The extract refers to the many movements of the young gull's brothers and sister. Choose the option that 
correctly sequences these movements.
(a) The young gull's brothers and sister flew by tilting their wings, rose high, made darting movements 

and plunged headfirst.
(b) The young gull's brothers and sister flew by plunging headfirst, making darting movements, titled 

their wings and rose high.
(c) The young gull's brothers and sister flew with darting movements, titled their wings, rose high and 

plunged headfirst.
(d) The young gull's brothers and sister flew by rising high, plunging headfirst, making darting 

movements and tilting their wings.
(v) Which of the following mirrors the use of the literary device in "shrieking shrilly"?

(a) sparkling saga (b) singing soft
(c) slippery sloppily (d) sneeze silently

Ans. (i) (d) He was flying for the first time.
 (ii) (a) elation
 (iii) (b) naturalness of the act of flying for the young gull.
 (iv) (c) The young gull's brothers and sister flew with darting movements, titled their wings, rose high and 

plunged headfirst.
 (v) (d) sneeze silently

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Describe the young seagull's emotions when he flew over the sea. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  When the young seagull touched the green sea for the first time, he was frightened. So, he tried to flap his wings 

to fly higher. Since he was too weak to fly, he found himself floating on the sea with his family.
 Q. 2. The Oxford Dictionary defines 'hungry' as 'bad-tempered or irritable as a result of hunger'.
  To what extent can the young seagull's motivation to fly be attributed to being hungry? Support your stance 

with evidence from the text. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Yes, hunger was the only motivation which made him fly. He was maddened by the sight of his family eating 

scrapes of fish.
 Q. 3. "The young seagull was alone on his ledge." How far do you think this condition was by his choice? 

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The young seagull was very afraid about attempting to fly. Because he thought that his wings would not support 

him. He feared that he would fall into the sea. Hence, this condition was by his choice.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. If you were the family member of the young seagull, would you also decide not go near him? Elaborate with 
reason. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Yes, even I would have done the same. The seagull’s family members encouraged him to fly. But he was too afraid 
to fly. Then they kept him hungry. Then they thought that experience would teach him, so they made him fall 
from the ledge. Ultimately, all their efforts were fruitful.

 Q.2. The young seagull "failed to muster up courage to take that plunge". In what way can the reference to the 
'plunge' here be both literal and metaphorical? Explain. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The young seagull didn’t have the courage to fly. Hence, he made excuses for not fly not flying. He had no courage 
to flap his wings and literally failed to muster up courage to take dive. Metaphorically he couldn’t muster up 
courage to take the risk (plunge) when compare to his siblings. All his brothers and sisters had far shorter wings 
than his wings but they had already learnt the art of flying. 
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 Q. 3. The 'fight or flight response', that is, to stay and face a situation or run from it- is an automatic reaction to an 
event perceived as stressful or harmful. How would you evaluate the young gull's response on finding himself 
off the ledge? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. No doubt the young gull faced the situation with the ‘fight response’ success can’t be taken to be granted. One 
has to struggle and finally win it. Hunger made the young seagull take his final plunge. This led him to make his 
first flight and soar into space after satisfying his hunger.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. The young seagull's parents wanted him to fly, like his brothers and sister. How could the young seagull's 
newly flying siblings (Brother 1, Brother 2 and Sister) have motivated him? Write a brief conversation among 
them. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Young seagull : Brother 1, I’m so hungry, kindly give me some food.
  Brother 1 : I’m holding the food in my beak for you. But you will have to jump the ledge and take it.
  Young seagull : I am scared! The sea below is so deep. I’ll die.
  Brother 2 : No, you won’t. We birds learn flying only after jumping. See, how well I’m flying.
  Young seagull : Are you sure, I won’t fall into the sea?
  Sister  :  Yes, Brother 2 is right. Would a sister ask her brother to do suicide? I am your sister. I am 

just speechless at your fear.
  Young seagull : OK! I trust you.
        (The young seagull jumped off the ledge. He fell for hundred metres. Soon he began 

flying.)
  Sister  : See! didn't I tell you; you would fly?
  Young seagull : (feeling elated) WOW! Success is just behind the daring. Thanks sister!

 Q. 2. A noted author, Richard Bach wrote - "For most gulls it was not flying that mattered, but eating. For this gull, 
though, it was not eating that mattered, but flight." Evaluate this statement with respect to the young seagull.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Food is the most essential ingredient that sustains all life on earth. But the young seagull, it was not eating 
that mattered, but flight. Whenever he tried to flap his wings to fly, he was seized with fear. He felt certainly 
that his wings would never support him. He had seen his elder brother catch his first Herring and devour it. It 
compounded his helplessness even more. He uttered a joyful scream when he saw his mother holding a piece 
of fish in her beak and flying quite near him. Hunger became motivation for the young seagull. Maddened by 
hunger, he fell outwards and downward into space. Then a monstrous terror seagull him but only for a minute. 
The next moment, he felt his wings spread outwards. The fear left him. Soon, he was floating on the green sea.

 Q. 3. Look at the image of Maslow's hierarchy of needs.
  Abraham Maslow devised a theory of motivation that shows the basic needs at the bottom, and more advanced 

needs as you move up. It includes the theory that fundamental needs must be met before an individual can 
be motivated to achieve higher order needs.

Self-

actualization:

achieving one's
full potential,

including creative
activities

Esteem needs:
prestige and feeling of accomplishment

Self- fulfillment
needs

Psychological
needs

Basic
needs

Belongingness and love needs:
intimate relationship, friends

Safety needs:
security, safety

Physiological needs:
food, water, warmth, rest

  Where in this hierarchy of needs, would you locate the young seagull's first flight? Justify your response.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  The young seagull’s first flight can be located in the category of ‘Basic Needs’ in this hierarchy of needs. These 
needs are most essential for the very survival and maintenance of self. These include food, warmth and shelter. 
These needs must be met repeatedly within short time period such as hunger. 
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    The seagull was very hungry. He hadn’t eaten anything for last twenty four hours. When he saw his mother 
bringing food in her beak, he died towards her. But fell from the brink of the ledge. He screamed with fear. But 
his fear lasted only for a moment. The next moment, he felt that his wings spread outwards instinctively. He 
was flying now. Thus, hunger motivated him.

 Q. 4. Look at the given image of different parenting styles and what they signify.
THE FOUR PARENTING   STYLES

SENSITIVE &
RESPONSIVE

STERN &
PUNITIVE

DEMANDING

DOESN'T
ENFORCE
LIMITS

AUTHORITATIVE

PERMISSIVE

AUTHORITARIAN

UNINVOLVED

  Which of the given parenting styles would you attribute to the young seagull's parents?
  Do you think there was a difference between the mother's and father's attitude? Support your answer with 

reference to the text. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  According to me, the young seagull’s parents were authoritative parents. As in this case, parents have clear 

standards for their children. While the parents set limits, they also give the children an opportunity to explore 
and learn. Parent also explain why they punish the child when the punishment is given and give positive 
encouragement at the right time.

  Yes, there was a great difference between the mother’s and father’s attitude. The mother used sensitive and 
responsive approach. She is actually portrayed as a tough but motivating character. She understood that her 
child needed a lot of motivation to achieve its fad of flying. Initially, she tried to threaten the young seagull in 
many way ways but to no avail. She knew very well that fear was the only thing that actually had to be feared. 
So, she used food to arouse young seagull’s need.

Commonly Made Error

  Many students failed to describe the efforts made by the young seagull.

  Answering Tip

  While writing long answers, students should focus on the feelings and emotions of the seagull and his mother.

(B) Black Aeroplane

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. Everything was going well — it was an easy flight. Paris was about 150 kilometres behind me when I saw the 
clouds. Storm clouds. They were huge. They looked like black mountains standing in front of me across the sky. I 
knew I could not fly up and over them, and I did not have enough fuel to fly around them to the north or south. 
"I ought to go back to Paris," I thought, but I wanted to get home. I wanted that breakfast. 'I'll take the risk,' I 
thought, and flew that old Dakota straight into the storm. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Based on the given extract, choose the option that lists the name which would be the most appropriate 

response to "...it was an easy flight"?

(i)   (ii)      (iii)   (iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(ii) How would you describe the "risk" the narrator took?
(a) calculated (b) impetuous
(c) unavoidable (d) navigable
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(iii) In what way might the reference to the Dakota as "old" be relevant?
(a) Its antique value made it expensive and precious to the narrator.
(b) It is employed by the narrator as a term of endearment.
(c) It did not have enough fuel to fly around the storm clouds.
(d) Its ability to negotiate the storm clouds might have been suspected.

(iv) Read the statements given below, and then select the option that best describes the given statements.
Statement I - The narrator's desire to reach home and see his family made him complacent.
Statement II - The narrator was unaware of the threat that the adversarial storm clouds presented.
Statement III - The narrator's decision making was quick but irresponsible as well as dangerous.
(a) Statement I is False, Statement II is True, Statement III cannot be inferred.
(b) Statement I and III are True, Statement II cannot be inferred.
(c) Statement I cannot be inferred, Statement II is False, Statement III is True.
(d) Statement I and II are False, Statement III is True.

(v) Select the correct option to fill in the blanks below:
risk: risky ::__________:__________

(a) danger: dangerously (b) hazard : hazardous
(c) peril : imperilled (d) caution : precaution

Ans. (i) (a) Option (iii)
 (ii) (b) impetuous
 (iii) (d) Its ability to negotiate the storm clouds might have been suspected.
 (iv) (c) Statement I cannot be inferred, Statement II is False, Statement III is True.
 (v) (b) hazard : hazardous
Q. 2. I was safe! I turned to look for my friend in the black aeroplane, but the sky was empty. There was nothing 

there. The black aeroplane was gone. I could not see it anywhere. I landed and was not sorry to walk away from 
the old Dakota near the control tower. I went and asked a woman in the control centre where I was and who 
the other pilot was. I wanted to say 'Thank you'. She looked at me very strangely, and then laughed. "Another 
aeroplane? Up there in this storm? No other aeroplanes were flying tonight. Yours was the only one I could see 
on the radar." So, who helped me... [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Select the option that correctly tracks the progression of emotions experienced by the narrator in the 

given extract.
(a) excited - surprised - relieved - grateful - perplexed
(b) relieved - confused - curious - dejected - panic-stricken
(c) optimistic - lonely - calm - elated - appreciative
(d) triumphant - reassured- inquisitive - thankful - uncertain

(ii) Why do you think the woman in the control centre laughed?
(a) She found the narrator funny.
(b) She thought his question preposterous.
(c) She thought he was teasing her.
(d) She was relieved the narrator was safe.

(iii) Filled with questions, the narrator decides to place an advertisement in the local newspaper to look for 
his "friend".

 Read the advertisement given below and select the option that includes the most appropriate solutions 
for the blanks:
Looking for a pilot of a black aeroplane who (i)______ an old Dakota out of storm clouds late last night, 

but (ii)________before the Dakota pilot could express his gratitude after landing. Though control 
centre and radar did not (iii)________ its presence, the Dakota pilot would really appreciate if his 
friend reached out. Please contact the Dakota pilot at 5200100110. In deep gratitude and eager 
(iv)________, XXX

(a) (i) guided;    (ii) disappeared;   (iii) register;   (iv) anticipation
(b) (i) took;     (ii) landed;    (iii) acknowledge;  (iv) appreciation
(c) (i) brought;  (ii) went away;   (iii) confirm;    (iv) expectation
(d) (i) helped;    (ii) vanish;     (iii) make note;   (iv) excitement

(iv) The narrator exclaimed that he was "safe". Which of the following represented the most immediate threat 
to the narrator's safety?
(a) The black mountain-like storm cloud
(b) The depletion of fuel in the last fuel tank
(c) Being lost due to non-functioning equipment
(d) The old rattling Dakota aeroplane



( 13 )

(v) Choose the option that correctly matches the idioms in Column A to the story's events in Column B:

Column A - Idioms Column B - Story events

1. Every cloud has a 
silver lining.

(i) The narrator really wanted to have a hearty English breakfast, even 
though he really ought to have turned back.

2. To be on cloud nine. (ii) The man in the other plane waved at the narrator and asked him to 
follow, closely drawing him out.

3. To have your head in 
the clouds.

(iii) The compass and other instruments stopped working. The radio was 
dead too.

4. gathering clouds. (iv) And there it was - the well-lit runway. An airport. The narrator could 
safely land.

(a) 1-(iv); 2-(iii); 3-(ii); 4-(i) (b) 1-(iii); 2-(i); 3-(iv); 4-(ii)
(c) 1-(i); 2-(ii); 3-(iii); 4-(iv) (d) 1-(ii); 2-(iv); 3-(i); 4-(iii)

Ans. (i) (a) excited - surprised - relieved - grateful - perplexed
 (ii) (a) She found the narrator funny.
 (iii) (a) (i) guided;(ii) disappeared;(iii) register;(iv) anticipation
 (iv) (b) The depletion of fuel in the last fuel tank.
 (v) (d) 1-(ii); 2-(iv); 3-(i); 4-(iii)

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. How would you describe the mood of the story, 'Black Aeroplane' as it begins? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.   ‘Black Aeroplane’ is definitely a mystery story. When the pilot’s plane moved inside the dark clouds, his compass 

stopped working and he was unable to locate anything. It remained a mystery. 
 Q. 2. Look at the given image. Briefly evaluate the narrator's decision to not go back to Paris with reference to the 

image. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 
 Ans. The narrator’s decision to not to go back to Paris was a good one because he came 100 km far from it. Rather,  he 

wanted to grab the opportunity of enjoying a good English breakfast with his family. 
 Q. 3. Do you think that after his experience, the narrator would be able to truly enjoy the English breakfast he had 

yearned for? Why/ Why not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. No, doubt the narrator would be able to truly enjoy the English breakfast he had yearned for because ultimately, 

he landed safely and was safe in his home.
 Q. 4. What do you think prompted the narrator to act like "an obedient child"? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The writer followed another aeroplane because he had lost the way in the storm and was unable to see anything. 

The pilot of another aeroplane was helping him to get out of the storm and land safely.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

  Q. 1. As a reader, do you feel betrayed or let down in the way the story ends? Validate your opinion. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. ‘Black Aeroplane’ is a mysterious story with an open end. The readers are left free to guess the end. But it does 
convey a strong message of ‘Never say ‘die’ till the end. Never lose hope in the most hopeless situation.

 Q. 2. Based on your reading, would you call the narrator a family man? Justify your answer. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Indeed, the narrator is a family man. He was dreaming of his holidays with his family. He was looking forward 

to be with his family. He wanted to be in time for breakfast for which he took the risk of moving ahead in  
the storm.

  The narrator was a grateful man. He went to the Paris control to ask who was the other pilot who saved his life.
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 Q. 3. James Lane Allen says, "Adversity reveals character". What do you learn about the narrator from the experience? 
Mention any two traits supported by the textual evidence. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The narrator seemed to lack his professional ethics and responsibility. He was about 150 km away from pairs 
when the clouds appeared. He didn’t have enough fuel to fly. Actually, he ignored his professional wisdom. The 
narrator was a grateful man. He went to the Paris control to ask who was the other pilot who saved his life.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Imagine that the narrator shared his story with friends and family once he got home. One of them, a spiritual 
leader, decided to incorporate the story as part of his weekly sermon to the congregation. Another friend, a 
psychologist, worked the story into his next lecture on survival instinct and crisis management.

  Do you think the two interpretations of the story would be different? If so, how?

  What insights might the narrator get about his mysterious experience, if he were to attend both the sessions?
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Yes, two interpretations of the story would be different. Spiritually, a person has deep faith in God and he recalls 
him in the time of distress he will definitely be answered. God will surely send help through his messengers as 
done in chapter 1. A letter to god. The postmaster became the messenger of God. Whereas psychologically, it 
interprets ‘Never say die’ till the end.

   The narrator might also have got the insight of never to lose hope in the most hopeless situation. No one know 
who may come to save you. The narrator was hopeless when he was caught in the storm. He lost all contact 
with Paris control and all his instruments were dead. Then came a help from unknown source in form of the 
mysterious pilot of the black aeroplane to guide the narrator to safety.

 Q. 2. In a parallel world, the pilot of the black aeroplane narrates his adventure in a story titled 'The Old Dakota'. 
You come across an excerpt from the story, which responds to the ending questions of 'Black Aeroplane' and 
describes the black aeroplane pilot's decision to fly away after watching the Dakota land.

  Compose the said excerpt of the story employing relevant details from 'Black Aeroplane'. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The Old Dakota

  …….. I waved the pilot of the old Dakota and gestured him to follow me. Like an obedient child, he started do 
so. He followed me until he could see the runaway. I was tensed whether he would land safely or not. Because 
he had already made me understand that he was running short of fuel. I saw him landing safely on the runway. 
I was relaxed. I felt there was no need to wait. The good deed of the day was done. Once again, I had rescued a 
plane stuck in storm. So, I decided to fly away from there in search of someone else who may be in need of my 
help.

  I, as the Marshal of the Air Force, had been using my skills of flying Air planes in the harshest weather since past 
ten years. Surprising the rescue ones by my mysterious entry and exists. 

 Q. 3. A few days after the experience, the narrator sat with his wife and recalled a long conversation he'd had with 
his young son the day before. The narrator's son had spoken to him about his close friend, Freddie, and the 
many ways Freddie helped him. When the narrator suggested inviting Freddie home for lunch, his wife casually 
said, "Freddie is like your friend in the black aeroplane!"

  That night the narrator decided to record his thoughts in his diary to clear his head. As the narrator, write the 
diary entry. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. February 28, 20XX

  France, 10.00 pm

   Who saved me when I had lost all the contacts on the radio with Paris control? Who was the pilot of the black 
aeroplane who helped me to land safely without a compass, without the radio and without much fuel? These 
questions had been haunting me since past few days but they still remain unsolved puzzle. Even the lady in the 
control room couldn’t detect any other plane on the stormy night other than the old Dakota on the radar. The 
mysterious pilot of the black aeroplane was like God’s help sent to me to land safely. I was in real trouble before 
the mysterious black aeroplane appeared before me. I was lost and to make things worse my compass became 
dead. Gods knows what would have been my condition, had the pilot of the black aeroplane not guided me out 
of storm clouds to safety.
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4. FROM THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. "Paper has more patience than people. I thought of this saying on one of those days when I was feeling a little 
depressed and was sitting at home with my chin in my hands, bored and listless, wondering whether to stay in 
or go out. I finally stayed where I was, brooding: Yes, paper does have more patience, and since I'm not planning 
to let anyone else read this stiff-backed notebook grandly referred to as a 'diary', unless I should ever find a real 
friend, it probably won't make a bit of difference." [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) 'Paper has more patience than people.' What does this imply? This implies that Anne

(a) believed in the power of writing more than speaking to people.
(b) felt that she could pour her heart out on paper without any hindrance.
(c) had more faith in sharing her thoughts and feelings with paper.
(d) felt that she could share her feelings openly on paper.

(ii) Pick out the emoticon which clearly brings out the meaning of 'listless' as used in the extract?

(i)           (ii)     (iii)                 (iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(iii) Pick the option that is ODD one out with reference to the meaning of 'patience'.

(i) indolence

(ii) perseverance(iii) grit patience

(iii) tolerance

(a) option (i) (b) option (ii)
(c) option (iii) (d) option (iv)

(iv) If the diary were a 'real friend', what qualities would Anne expect it to have? Pick the option that lists 
these correctly.
1. optimistic 2. good listener
3. confident 4. energetic
5. non-judgmental 6. outgoing
7. ambitious
(a) 1 & 4 (b) 5, 6 & 7
(c) 2, 3 & 5 (d) 3 & 7

(v) Pick out the sentence that brings out the meaning of 'brooding' as used in the extract?
(a) The mysterious house on the hill is still brooding above the village.
(b) The people at the stock market always keep brooding about the gains.
(c) He was brooding over the matter and took a long time to decide.
(d) Suspense and drama were brooding at the site of the investigation.

Ans. (i) (b) felt that she could pour her heart out on paper without any hindrance.
 (ii) (c) Option (iii)
 (iii) (a) Option (i)
 (iv) (c) 2, 3 & 5
 (v) (c) He was brooding over the matter and took a long time to decide.
Q. 2. "Mr Keesing had a good laugh at my arguments, but when I proceeded to talk my way through the next lesson, he 

assigned me a second essay. This time it was supposed to be on 'An Incorrigible Chatterbox'. I handed it in, and 
Mr Keesing had nothing to complain about for two whole lessons. However, during the third lesson, he'd finally 
had enough. "Anne Frank, as a punishment for talking in class, write an essay entitled-'Quack, Quack, Quack, said 
Mistress Chatterbox'." [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) What convincing argument was made by Anne?

(a) She was talkative just like any other student in the class.
(b) She had the right to be talkative, as it was a classroom and not a prison.
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(c) She had inherited the trait from her mother, so couldn't stop being talkative.
(d) She found it impossible to be quiet like the others as she couldn't change herself.

(ii) What does 'had a good laugh' imply, in the context of Mr. Keesing? It means that he
(a) celebrated his ability to make Anne write the essay.
(b) ridiculed Anne in front of the whole class.
(c) pulled up Anne for her arguments in the essay.
(d) realised the humour in it and was amused.

(iii) Based on this extract, pick the option with the list of words that best describe Mr Keesing.
(a) jovial and creative (b) strict and innovative
(c) tolerant and strict (d) innovative and jovial

(iv) Why do you think Mr Keesing chose the title - An Incorrigible Chatterbox' - for Anne, to write on?
This was so because he expected
(a) Anne to express her inability to elaborate on such a topic.
(b) that this would embarrass Anne and would check her indiscipline.
(c) her to apologise and not repeat her talkative behaviour.
(d) Anne to explore her creative writing skills.

(v) How did Anne feel when she was punished the third time by Mr Keesing? She
(a) was happy as she had to write three essays on the same topic.
(b) enjoyed making fun of Mr. Keesing in her own way.
(c) was worried as she had run out of original ideas for her essay. 
(d) was thrilled at another opportunity to showcase her writing abilities.

Ans. (i) (c) She had inherited the trait from her mother, so couldn't stop being talkative.
 (ii) (d) realised how funny it was and was amused.
 (iii) (b) Strict and innovative.
 (iv) (b) that this would embarrass Anne and would check her indiscipline.
 (v) (c) was worried as she had run out of original ideas for her essay.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Enumerate any two reasons that justify Mr. Keesing's displeasure at Anne's talking in class. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Mr. keesing was unhappy at Anne’s taking in the class as it not only distracted the students from studying but 
also created indiscipline in the class.

 Q. 2. Comment on the teacher-student relationship shared between Anne and Mr. Keesing. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The teacher-student relationship shared between Anne and Mr. Keesing was very respectful and sacred. They 

both tried to fake on each other but in very humorous and heathy manner. 
 Q. 3. Anne wrote in her diary to get things off her chest. List any two reasons why getting things off one's chest is 

recommended by counsellors as therapeutic. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Getting things off one’s chest helps you to find ways of coping better with life’s issues. At the same time it also 

helps you to overcome your problems in a safe and confidential environment.
 Q. 4. Clarify why it is fair to say that Mr. Keesing was innovative with his punishments. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Even though Mr. Keesing was a strict teacher he made humour in the class. He made Anne write an essay titled 

‘Quack, Quack, Quack’, ‘Mrs Chatterbox’ etc which was humorous and innovative.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Do you agree with Anne when she says that teachers are the most unpredictable creatures on earth. Rationalise.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Mr. Keesing gave Anne a lot of homework for talking a lot in the class. When she presented an interesting 
poem, Mr. Keesing couldn’t help laughing. He appreciated her and stopped punishing her. Moreover no one 
in the class including Anne would know what there was in the minds of the teachers and what their next step  
would be.
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 Q. 2. Anne bid a 'heartbreaking farewell' to Mrs. Kuperus. As Anne, write a brief farewell note to Mr. Keesing 
after being promoted to the next class. 

    

Dear Mr. Keesing
 It has been...........................................................................  [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Dear Mr. Keesing,
  It has been very fun loving time, understanding each other. Though you and I were not much understandable 

of each other yet I going to miss those days. And about my talking traits, its going to remain the same. I’m surely 
going to send some more funny poems and essays to you to keep your company.

  Yours Sincerely
  Anne.
 Q. 3. Anne said that the only thing missing was the presence of a true friend.
  Imagine that Anne had access to the internet and had chosen to blog instead of writing a diary.
  As Anne, write a blog post on the value of a true friend.

    

DearestKittyblogger.com
Anne Frank, 25 June , 1942

The Value of a True Friend
     .......................................................................................

     .......................................................................................

     .......................................................................................
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Dearestkittyblegger.com
   Anne Frank, 25 June, 1942

 The Value of a True Friend
  Friendship is a virtue. It is a relationship of respect, peace and dignity. A true, sincere and sweet friend is 

worth than a thousand insincere fellows. He understands you and your feelings. A true friend is bonded 
by heart to you. You can pour yourself out and share your feelings in front of him. 

 Q. 4. Anne says that there were so many dummies in the class that about a quarter of them shouldn't be 
promoted. Is she being rude or brutally honest? Evaluate. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Actually Anne was being brutally honest by saying so. The time of the declaration of the annual results 
was coming closer. The teachers were going to decide which students would be promoted to the next class. 
Anne and her friends laughed heartily at their classmate as they felt that many were dummies and should 
not be promoted to the next class.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Your teacher has organised a debate and you have been asked to speak on: 'Consequences and Positive 
Reinforcements Have a Great Impact on Student Behaviour'. Write the debate script with three-four points to 
supplement your stand, either as a proposition speaker or as an opposition one. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Positive reinforcement have indeed a great impact on  student behavior. In fact, it is considered one of the most 
effective strategies at producing measurable and sustainable behavior change. One reason positive reinforcement 
is so efficient and effective is that it can be incorporated into all class room activities including instruction, 
other classroom management systems, transitions and more. It gives teacher and other school personnel the 
opportunity to catch students to feel safe, supported and successful at school. Positive reinforcement can be 
used as a strategy by the practitioners to ensure appropriate, student behavior is being acknowledged and 
rewarded. Moreover, making reinforcement (positive) is a more powerful tool than punishment in most cases.

 Q. 2. You are stressed and anxious since your Annual results are going to be announced soon. You decide to meet 
the school counsellor to share your anxiety and apprehensions. Write the dialogue between you and your 
school counsellor.

  You may begin like this:
  School Counsellor: Hello Anne, please sit down. You look very disturbed and irritated. What's the matter?
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  You: Well, to be honest, we all are disturbed. But the irritation is because of the two boys sitting behind 
..........................

  School Counsellor: First of all, you need to relax. Take a deep breath. How do you feel we can deal with this 
situation rationally?

  You: .......................................................................(continue) [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. School counselor : Hello Anne, please sit down you look very disturbed and irritated. What’s the matter?
  You:  Well, to be honest, we all are disturbed. But the irritation is because of the two boys sitting behind me. 

They don’t allow me to concentrate on studies in class. Moreover themselves did not study the whole year and 
now just when our Annual results are going to be announced soon they are worrying me by their negative 
thoughts. They are making bets. I’m really nervous.

  School counsellor: first of all, you need to relax. Take a deep breath. How do you feel we can deal with this 
situation rationally?

  You : Well, I had been working really very hard at home. In fact, I was well prepared for my Annual exams. I 
wanted to see my parents feeling proud on me. I was, even, very confident after my exams, that I’m going to 
pass with flying colors. But right now. I can’t bear the peer pressure. You know, the air around me is so uncertain 
and the teachers are quite unpredictable creatures on earth.

  School counsellor: I think you are over thinking. I thought you were a confident girl. Have faith in yourself, 
dear.

 Q. 3. Anne was a sensitive and mature girl. From the chapters and poems in your text book, First Flight, think of 
any two characters who could be her friends or confidantes.

  Analyze the common character traits that would help in creating this special bond of friendship. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. According to me, the two characters who could be Anne’s friends or confidantes are Wanda Petronski and Valli.
  Both Wanda and Valli are curious, intelligent and meticulous planners, just like Anne. Though Valli is younger 

than the other two but still she proves to very impressive and bold by finally deciding to ride in the bus. Alike 
Anne Valli’s childish innocence veiled by her smart  and bold outlook amuse the people around her. Valli 
thoroughly enjoys her surroundings. But the right of the dead cow hunted her and dampened her spirits and 
saddened her. This is typical of the tendency of a matured person. 

  On the other hand, Wanda to be a generous, loving and mature girl who is very large hearted. She is of obliging 
and forgiving nature. She is not ‘dumb’ but a highly sensitive girl. She is not vindictive at all. 

  Hence, the forgiving and mature wanda would easily be successful in creating a special boned of friendship 
with Anne. At the same time an argumentative mind of Anne could easily match the curious, discipline and 
mature Valli.

5. THE HUNDRED DRESSES-I

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. She always wore a faded blue dress that didn't hang right. It was clean, but it looked as though it had never been 
ironed properly. She didn't have any friends, but a lot of girls talked to her. Sometimes, they surrounded her in 
the school yard as she stood watching the little girls play hopscotch on the worn hard ground.

 "Wanda," Peggy would say in a most courteous manner, as though she were talking to Miss Mason. "Wanda," 
she'd say, giving one of her friends a nudge, "tell us. How many dresses did you say you had hanging up in your 
closet?" [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) The 'most courteous manner' here means that Peggy was

(a) on her best behaviour.
(b) teasing Wanda.
(c) trying to impress Wanda.
(d) respectful to Wanda.

(ii) Peggy gave her friend a nudge because
(a) she wanted to push her away from the scene.
(b) she disliked her friend being distracted then.
(c) she was teasing Wanda and wanted her to make others pay attention.
(d) she was teasing Wanda and didn't want anyone miss the 'fun'.
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(iii) Pick the option having the words that DO NOT loosely match the word, 'closet', from those given.
(1) wardrobe (2) loft
(3) cabinet (4) cupboard
(5) porch (6) cellar
(a) (1), (3) and (4) (b) (3), (4) and (5)
(c) (1), (2) and (6) (d) (2), (5) and (6)

(iv) Why was Wanda's answer to Peggy's question always the same? Pick the LEAST probable reason.
This was so because she knew that
(a) she was being picked on and it was probably her defence.
(b) confessing the truth would probably worsen the situation.
(c) she didn't know how else to get out of that situation.
(d) sticking to an unexpected answer would get her the attention she needed.

(v) Regarding Wanda being teased, Miss Mason was
(a) in denial that such behaviour was possible by her students.
(b) aware, but didn't want to discuss it with the students.
(c) unaware that the students were frequently teasing Wanda.
(d) of the belief that such behaviour was a normal part of growing up.

Ans. (i) (b) teasing Wanda.
 (ii) (d) she was teasing Wanda and didn't want anyone miss the 'fun'.
 (iii) (d) (2), (5) and (6)
 (iv) (d) sticking to an unexpected answer would get her the attention she needed.
 (v) (c) unaware that the students were frequently teasing Wanda.
Q. 2. "In the opinion of the judges, any one of the drawings is worthy of winning the prize. I am very happy to say 

that Wanda Petronski is the winner of the girls' medal. Unfortunately, Wanda has been absent from school for 
some days and is not here to receive the applause that is due to her. Let us hope she will be back tomorrow. Now 
class, you may file around the room quietly and look at her exquisite drawings." [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Pick the statement that is TRUE, according to the information given in the extract.

(a) Wanda won the prize because she had submitted a variety of entries.
(b) Wanda would have still won the prize even if she had submitted just one entry.
(c) Wanda won the prize because the majority of judges were women.
(d) Wanda would have still won the prize if she had drawn something else.

(ii) Miss Mason says, "I am very happy to ..... Which phrase DOES NOT replace the underlined phrase 
correctly from those given below?
(a) It gives me great pleasure to...
(b) I am sure you'll be surprised to...
(c) I am delighted to...
(d) It fills me with joy to...

(iii) When the teacher wants them to 'file around', she wants the students to
(a) put the files in their proper places.
(b) gather around her table to discuss the designs.
(c) file the designs properly in their folders.
(d) walk in a line to admire the designs.

(iv) Pick the sentence that DOES NOT use 'due to' in the same sense as in the given extract.
(a) She was disappointed due to their rude behaviour.
(b) We must give our colleagues the vacation due to them.
(c) I have some extra money due to me this month from my friend.
(d) You have an apology due to your parents.

(v) The teacher refers to Wanda's designs as 'exquisite' because
(a) each one of the hundred designs was different.
(b) each one of them was very beautiful.
(c) each of them was a copy of the latest fashion trend.
(d) each one had the same colour theme as the other.

Ans. (i) (b) Wanda would have still won the prize even if she had submitted just one entry.
 (ii) (b) I am sure you'll be surprised to...
 (iii) (d) walk in a line to admire the designs.
 (iv) (a) She was disappointed due to their rude behaviour.
 (v) (b) each one of them was very beautiful.
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Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. What, according to Room Thirteen, was ‘unusual’ about Wanda? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  Wanda did not belong to the other girl's community. She had a funny name. Moreover, she came from a poor 

family and had a shabby appearance. 
 Q. 2. Briefly justify Peggy's popularity. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  Peggy was popular because she was pretty, her hair was curly and she had many pretty clothes. Her classmates 

used to wait for her to have some fun.
 Q. 3. Why was Wanda's claim to a hundred dresses incongruent with what she wore to school most days? [CBSE-QB, 

2021]
 Ans.  Wanda’s claim was incongruent as she was very poor and wore the same faded and non-ironed blue dress to 

school every day. She had an inferiority complex. In order to impress the girls, she always said that she had a 
hundred dresses.

 Q. 4. Peggy and Maddie often waited for Wanda, to have 'fun' with her. How was this concept of 'fun' different from 
how we commonly know it? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  It was actually not ‘fun’ that Peggy and Maddie waited for it was teasing and bullying. The two girls insulted 
Wanda by asking about her clothes and culture she belonged to.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Wanda was not only different from the other students of her class but even from the other students at 
the back of the class where she sat. Explain how this was so? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Wanda was considered different by other girls because she was from a poor family and her name was 
different from everyone. Her dress was clean but faded and not properly ironed. She was also very quiet 
in comparison to the other students at the back of the class who were loud and noisy.

 Q. 2. What does the reaction of the two girls, at the announcement of Wanda's name as the winner of the girls' 
medal, tell us about them? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Both Maddie and Peggy were deeply surprised after the announcement. Maddie showed Peggy one beautiful 
blue dress that Wanda told them about. Peggy too was amazed to see the green one she used to talk about. Their 
reactions proved that though made ‘fun’ of Wanda but their intentions were not bad. They were not really cruel.

 Q. 3. Maddie had her own reason to feel embarrassed on occasion, when Wanda was teased about her dresses.
  If you were Maddie, how would you have addressed the situation? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  If I were Maddie, I would have either written a letter to Peggy. I would have made Peggy understand that 

bullying would hurt Wanda a lot or I would have straight way had a talk with Peggy regarding the same. 
Because Maddie very well knew that Peggy could not possible do anything that was really wrong.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. As a student from a different class (Room Eleven), write a diary entry about the behaviour of Peggy and 
Maddie with Wanda, in the light of the given quotes.

"Judging a person doesn't 
define who they are.

It defines who you are."

"Silence is unacceptable 
in the face of injustice, 
and being neutral is 
being a coward and an 
accomplice.."

  You may begin like this:
  07 July, 1944,   Tuesday 7.30 p.m.
  I have been watching the goings-on of Peggy and Maddie, every morning, for a while now. I'm going to 

report.............. (continue) [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  07 july, 1944, Tuesday  7:30 P.M
  I have been watching the going on of Peggy and  Maddie, every morning, for a while now. I’m going to 

report……………
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  ………… the matter to Miss Mason very soon. I can’t tolerate such bullying any more. It is morally wrong to judge 
a person on the basis of their social status. Every day I see Maddie, Peggy and other girls making fun of Wanda 
Petronski because she has a funny name and also because she came to school wearing the same faded blue dress. 
This type of attitude is not justified. These girls are not mature enough to understand that judge other doesn’t 
define who they are, rather it defines who you are. I know Maddie and Peggy do not have any bad intentions. 
But they should learn to respect others. And Maddie? She appears to disapprove of Peggy’s teasing of Wanda. 
But she could not stop her as she doesn’t have courage to do so only because Peggy is her best friend. But her 
being natural is a sign of her cowardice nature she should stop Peggy from doing wrong thing. She herself should 
also stop being an accomplice.

Q. 2. Despite her picking on Wanda and leading the group in doing so, Peggy was someone who shielded younger 
children from bullies and cried at the mistreatment of animals.

  Do you think that most people in the world are like Peggy-very aware about several issues but quite unfeeling 
when it comes to dealing with someone 'different'?

  Present your views and include the importance of being self-aware, lest we hurt others due to our thoughtlessness.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  The ability to identify, understand and regulate our own emotions is key to unlocking the mystery behind better 
responding to the people and world around us. Keeping an open mind, you can be a attuned to other’s emotions. 
It is one of the self awareness skills. Peggy was not really a cruel girl. Infact, she was a sensitive girl. She protected 
small children from bullies. She cried for hours if she saw an animal being mistreated. She asked Wanda question 
about her dresses and shoes, but her intentions were not bad. She simply wanted to have some fun. She had her 
own reason to ask such questions to Wanda because she couldn’t trust Wanda saying she possessed a hundred 
dresses. She thought she did nothing wrong by teasing Wanda. Never in her wildest dream, did Peggy think that 
she was unknowingly hurting Wanda’s emotions? She became very sad when she came to know that Wanda 
had left the school and Boggins Heights. She knew that she would never see that polish girl again.

 Q. 3. If Wanda had to choose one friend from among Anne Frank, Amanda and Valli, who do you think she would 
have chosen? Explain with relevant rationale and reference to the texts. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  I think, if Wanda Petronski had to choose one from among Anne Frank Amanda and Valli then she would definitely 
choose Anne Frank. There are many reasons for her to do so. Firstly, Amanda and Valli are younger to her. Both 
are dealing with their own problems in life. Anne Frank is far more mature and understanding then them.

   Wanda was always quiet and rarely uttered a word. Only sometimes she twisted her mouth into a crooked sort 
of smile. She had no friends and didn’t feel comfortable in the company of the girls in her class who made fun 
of her. Anne, on the other hand, was a chatter box. She was in an urgent need of a friend in whom she could 
confide in. Being a sensitive girl, she was aware of the difference between a real friend and the so called crowd 
of friends. The highly emotional Anne could be quiet and practical too. She knew how to defend people in their 
own games. The arguments she gave in favour of talking prove that she would have definitely taken a stand  
for Wanda.

6. THE HUNDRED DRESSES-II

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. Dear Teacher, 
 My Wanda will not come to your school anymore. Jake also. Now we move away to big city. No more holler 

'Pollack'. No more ask why funny name. Plenty of funny names in the city.
       Yours truly,
        Jan Petronski

 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Jan's tone in the writing of the letter IS NOT

(a) distressing. (b) spiteful.
(c) hurt. (d) painful.

(ii) What, according to the letter, was the primary reason that prompted Mr Petronski to take the decision to 
move to a big city?
(a) His wish to achieve success in the big city.
(b) His urge to join his relatives who mostly lived in the big city.
(c) His anxiety over their poverty in the small city.
(d) His agony about his children being viewed as 'outsiders' by their schoolmates.
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(iii) The dictionary says the following about migration.
 Migration involves the movement of people (birds, fish etc.) from one place to another with intentions of 

settling, permanently or temporarily, at a new location (geographic region).
 Which of the following options INCORRECTLY uses 'migration'?

(a) After gold was found in the uninhabited region, there was a migration to that area.
(b) Bears sleep through winters. This migration helps bears to use their stored energy much more 

slowly.
(c) There was a mass migration of youngsters to the tagged locale, to assist the cause for charity.
(d) Scientists have studied the migration of fish over long distances in the river.

(iv) The phrase 'Pollack' reveals a discrimination on the basis of
(a) race. (b) gender.
(c) religion. (d) wealth.

(v) The line- Plenty of funny names in the city— suggests that the city
(a) is a melting pot of people from different parts of the world.
(b) has foreign people willing to give opportunities to the poor.
(c) is a safe haven for immigrants if they have funny names.
(d) has a special status for all who are willing to be funny.

Ans. (i) (b) spiteful.
 (ii) (d) His agony about his children being viewed as 'outsiders' by their schoolmates.
 (iii) (b) Bears sleep through winters. This migration helps bears to use their stored energy much more slowly.
 (iv) (a) race
 (v) (a) is a melting pot of people from different parts of the world.
Q. 2. Weeks went by and still Wanda did not answer.
 Peggy had begun to forget the whole business, and Maddie put herself to sleep at night making speeches about 

Wanda, defending her from great crowds of girls who were trying to tease her with, "How many dresses have you 
got?" And before Wanda could press her lips together in a tight line, the way she did before answering, Maddie 
would cry out, "Stop!" [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Which primary feelings of Maddie does the extract reveal?

(a) guilt, regret and righteousness (b) guilt and shame
(c) shame, regret and courage (d) courage and righteousness

(ii) Which of the following is most likely to be a part of Maddie's speech?
(a) Stop! I think it's about time we asked her a new question. This is not fun anymore. How about her 

faded dress?
(b) Stop! Don't you know that I'm the one who had to lead in Peggy's absence? This is unacceptable.
(c) Stop! How dare you all join in without Peggy's permission? Don't you know she'd be angry?
(d) Stop! Aren't you all ashamed of yourself? Why do you trouble her? She means no harm to anyone.

(iii) Choose the declaration which is likely to be received with the pressing of lips together in a tight line.

Hello mom, just wanted to inform
you that I forgot to do my Biology
H.W. yesterday & have been given
a diary note for you to sign.      (1 )

Hello mom, just wanted to
inform you that Dad would
be talking me for the music
class today.                          (3)

Hello mom, just wanted to inform
you that I have qualified for the
final round of malkhamb.           (2)

Hello mom, just wanted to
inform you that my online
class for English has been
rescheduled.                   (4)

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iv) Pick the option with a cause-effect relation, with reference to the given extract.
(a) Wanda's absence— Peggy missing Wanda
(b) Maddie's need to make amends - Confessing publicly
(c) Wanda's absence - Maddie's need to make amends
(d) Peggy teasing Wanda— Maddie's stand against it
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(v) Wanda didn't reply to the letter for weeks.
Pick the option that DOES NOT supply a possible reason for this, from those given below.
(a) The letter took more than a couple of weeks reaching her as it didn't have an address and needed to 

be forwarded.
(b) She needed time to forgive Maddie and Peggy and think her reply through.
(c) Peggy had second thoughts after mailing the letter and reclaimed it from the post office, to mail 

weeks later.
(d) She was occupied with settling in at the new school in the city.

Ans. (i) (c) shame, regret and courage
 (ii) (d) Stop! Aren't you all ashamed of yourself? Why do you trouble her? She means no harm to anyone.
 (iii) (a) Option 1
 (iv) (c) Wanda's absence - Maddie's need to make amends
 (v) (c)  Peggy had second thoughts after mailing the letter and reclaimed it from the post office, to mail weeks 

later.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Do you think Miss Mason had any idea about the hundred dresses 'fun' with Wanda? Why/Why not? 
[CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Yes, Miss Mason had understand about the hundred dresses ‘fun’ with Wanda after reading the content of letter 
sent by Mr. Jan Petronski, Wanda’s father. It affected Miss Mason deeply. She read it several times before disclosing 
it to the class.

 Q. 2. Why did Jan Petronski feel that the city would be a better option for his family to move to? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  Jan Petronski felt that the city would be a better option because there were a lot of foreigners with unfamiliar 

names in big cities. But one thing seemed certain that no one would have made fun of Wanda’s name or looks.
 Q. 3. The Petronski's house and its yard looked shabby but clean. What can we infer about the Petronski family, 

from this information? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  The Petronski’s house and it yard reminded us about Wanda’s faded blue dress which also looked shabby but 

clean. It also impressed that though they were poor, but they had civic sense.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Peggy says:
  Besides, when I was asking her about all her dresses, she probably was getting good ideas for her drawings.
  Explain why Peggy said this and what prompted her to say so. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Peggy said this to defend herself. She made such excuses as she was less moved by Wanda’s father’s letter. She 

told Maddie that she never called Wanda a foreigner. Nor did she make fun of her name. Her questioning about 
the dresses only gave her new ideas about dresses and helped her in winning the contest.

 Q. 2. Based on your reading of the story, write your inference of Boggins Heights. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Boggins Height was a place where poor people lived. Wanda Petronski lived here with her family. It was not a 

developed area and was covered with mud. There were no proper roads or streets and it was a kind of slum. 
Because of no proper drainage system, the problem of water logging created unhygienic conditions there.

 Q. 3. Pen down your perception of Miss Mason as a teacher, in the complete story, The Hundred Dresses. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Miss Mason appears to us as a very mature and understanding human being. She is an ideal teacher. She 
understands the pulse of her students. Her students love and respect her even Wanda Petronski confesses in 
her letter that her new teacher in the big city can’t equalize Miss Mason. Miss Mason is full of human kindness.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Peggy routinely made fun of Wanda along with her classmates. In this context, justify the given statement:
  One person's sense of humour can be another person's agony. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  The above statement is absolutely true in Wanda’s context. Wanda’s family could no longer tolerate the mockery 

she was subjected to. Other students made fun of her name and called her ‘Pollack’. Peggy and other girls often 
teased her by asking her about her hundred dresses which she said she had ‘all lined up in her closet’ but wore 
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the same faded blue dress that was too long and hung loosely on her body. Such a behaviour of her classmates 
led to her leaving the school and the city. However, she was an extraordinarily brilliant girls; her brilliance was 
hidden under her faded dress and her weird name. She must have felt lonely and miserable in the class. Though 
she belonged to a family that was not affluent, they were forced to leave the city. Wanda’s father wrote a letter 
to Wanda’s teacher complaining about the ill treatment his daughter had received from the American students.

  Hence, one person’s sense of humour became the whole family’s agony. 
 Q. 2. Wanda was regularly teased, but a closer look at her will tell the readers that far from being a subject of 

ridicule, she deserved praise for her unacknowledged qualities. Explain why she is actually praiseworthy, 
with reference to her situation and her behaviour. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Undoubtedly Wanda Petronski deserved praise for her unacknowledged qualities. Her letter written to her 
class teacher, Miss Mason, reveals many aspects of her noble character. First of all, it shows that Wanda is not 
vindictive. Though she had been a constant target and a stock of laughter for Peggy and other girls, she replied 
to their letter. There is no trace of it in her letter. On the other hand, she shows her generosity and love towards 
the girls of Room Thirteen. She requested Miss Mason to tell the girls that they can keep those hundred dresses. 
The other aspect of Wanda’s character is her large heartedness. She is of obliging and forgiving nature. She shows 
her love even to Peggy who used to torment her by asking embarrassing and humiliating questions about her 
hundred dresses and shoes. She offered to give the drawing of the green dress to Peggy and of the blue one to 
Maddie. She is not ‘dumb’ but a highly sensitive girl. 

 Q. 3. Do you think the given quote applies to Maddie? Explain with reference to the text.
  ”I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the things I cannot accept.“
        -Angela Y. Davis

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  Maddie belongs to a poor family. But she felt lucky that she doesn’t live at Boggins heights. But she realizes how 

poverty and being different from others can be a curse. She knows that she receives the old dresses discarded by 
her friend Peggy. Maddie is a very sensitive and emotional girl. She feels very sad when Wanda’s father disclosed 
that he has withdrawn his daughter from the school. She has a very sick feeling in the bottom of her stomach. 
She cursed herself that she failed to stop Peggy from teasing Wanda. She realises that her silence and timidity 
is as bad as Peggy’s act. She resolves that she will speak up when someone true to make fun of anyone simply 
because his/her name is different. She will do so even if it means losing her friendship with Peggy. Maddie’s 
insistence on going to Wanda’s house at Boggin Heights and writing a letter to her shows her sensitiveness to 
feeling. 

Commonly Made Error
  The candidates who attempted questions from this chapter failed to quote the correct names of the characters.

  Answering Tip
  Strengthen learning by practising relevant questions.

7. GLIMPSES OF INDIA
(I) A Baker from Goa

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. "Our elders are often heard reminiscing nostalgically about those good old Portuguese days, the Portuguese 
and their famous loaves of bread. Those eaters might have vanished but the makers are still there. We still have 
amongst us the mixers, the moulders and those who bake the loaves. Those age-old, time-tested furnaces still 
exist. The fire in these furnaces has not yet been extinguished. The thud and jingle of traditional baker's bamboo, 
heralding his arrival in the morning, can still be heard in some places. " [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) The narrator says that the furnaces were 'time-tested' because

(a) they had been thoroughly tested each time, before being used.
(b) they had proved the test of time and were working well.
(c) they had been tested by modern day experts.
(d) they had the power to withstand inexperienced usage.
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(ii) Those eaters might have vanished but the makers are still there. Pick the option that expresses the tone 
of the narrator.
(1) elated (2) morose
(3) nostalgic (4) hopeful
(5) sarcastic (6) critical
(7) celebratory
(a) (1) and (7) (b) (2) and (6)
(c) (3) and (4) (d) (4) and (5)

(iii) Pick the idiom that brings out the same meaning of 'reminiscing' as used in the passage
(a) train of thought. (b) commit something to memory.
(c) a trip down memory lane. (d) jog somebody's memory.

(iv) Why do you think the baker came in with 'a thud and a jingle'?
(a) He wanted to make everyone alert and active with his presence.
(b) He wanted to wake up everyone from their slumber and ask them to visit the bakery.
(c) He was used to make a loud noise as most people responded to just that.
(d) He wanted to make people aware that he had come around to sell his goodies.

(v) The 'fire in the furnaces has not yet been extinguished' implies that
(a) The furnaces are still being used to bake the loaves of bread.
(b) The fire is in the process of being reviewed as a replaceable method for heating furnaces.
(c) The furnaces are very strong and cannot be shifted for use in other areas.
(d) The fire in the furnaces takes a long time to cease burning, once lighted.

Ans. (i) (b) they had proved the test of time and were working well.
 (ii) (c) (3) and (4)
 (iii) (c) a trip down memory lane.
 (iv) (d) He wanted to make people aware that he had come around to sell his goodies.
 (v) (a) The furnaces are still being used to bake the loaves of bread.

 
Very Short Answer Type Question (20-30 words & 2 marks)

 Q. 1. How did the baker become synonymous with celebrations and occasional in Goa? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans.  The village baker was very important for festive occasions. Marriage gifts were meaningless without the sweet 

bread known as ‘bol’. Sandwiches, cakes and bolinhas were a must for Christmas as well as other festivals. These 
were made with the bread.

 
Short Answer Type Question (40-50 words & 3 marks)

 Q. 1. Inspired by the diversity in the chapter, 'Glimpses of India', you wrote an article for your school magazine 
on the topic, 'Diversity-the Uniqueness of India'.

 Write a paragraph, sharing two key opinions from the article. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans.  Diversity makes India unique. India, is unique country in every possible way and its colourful. Festivals and 

dressing is one of them. Every culture, religion and custom has its own unique colour, which shows the diversity 
in one. In India, different people have different culture, speak different languages customs, caste, history, 
religions, which make India unique.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1.  The narrator shares, "Baking was indeed a profitable profession in the old days."
 (a) What do you feel has changed now? Why?
 (b) State any one way, you feel, the paders can regain their lost glory. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. (a) The baker or the pader used to be an essential part of the Goans’ life. With the passage of time, the bakers 

continued their profession but with their reduced fortune and importance. The profession of baking leaves 
of bread has not died with ending of the Portuguese rule. Goa still has the misers, the moulders and the 
baker of those leaves of bread. The furnaces still bake those unique loaves. Marriages, feasts, Christmas and 
other festivals are still meaningless without the sweet bread called ‘bol’. However, the tradition hasn’t died 
completely yet.
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 (b) The paders can regain their lost glory by consistent hard work. They need to be as traditional as they were 
earlier. As the family tradition is still carried on even today by the new generation of bakers. Soon they will 
regain their lost glory.

 Q. 2. In the chapter, 'A Baker from Goa' the narrator talks about his childhood in Goa and his fond memories.
 Compare the childhood of Nelson Mandela with that of the narrator. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. Both the narrator and Nelson Mandela have peasant memories of their childhood. Although born into a family 

of importance, Mandela was the first to gain a formal education. The concept of freedom was limited only to run 
in field, swim in the local stream and ride on the slow moving bulls. He says that his was a ‘transitory freedom’ 
which he enjoyed at the most. 

 On the contrary, during the narrator's childhood in Goa, the Baker used to be his friend, campanion and guide. 
He used come at least twice a day. The author and his friends used to climb a bench or the perpet and peep into 
the basket somehow. The author can still recall the typical fragrance of the leaves. Then he and his friends didn’t 
even care to brush their teeth.

 Thus, the narrator had carefree and enjoyable childhood which was full of childish activities whereas Nelson 
Mandela's childhood was actually his training to become a good leader.

(II) Coorg

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Why does the author in 'Coorg' say that the visitors' search for the heart and soul of India would be found 
in Coorg? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Coorgis are famous for hospitality, valor which is the heart and soul of India. Apart from it, Coorg is a beautiful 
region of rolling hills and lush green rainforests. It is also famous for coffee and spices.

 Q. 2. Do adventure sports like river rafting and rock climbing require a person to possess just physical strength? 
Why/Why not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Apart from physical strength, a person does require many other skills. The person must be jealous, confident 
courageous and flexible. He should have excellent public speaking skills. He should not only have a good memory 
but also good destination knowledge.

 Q. 3. Coorgis belong to a valorous and hospitable race. Comment on this statement with reference to the text.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Coorgis are a proud race of martial men and beautiful women. They are very hospitable and entertain their guests 
by relating stories of bravery of their sons and fathers. Coorgis soldiers are brave. Corgis are the only people who 
are permitted to carry firearms without a license.

 
Short Answer Type Question (40-50 words & 3 marks)

 Q. 1. The culture, lifestyle and traditions of a place are influenced by the people who lived or settled there at 
some point of time. Cultural assimilation adds flavour to the existing structure of a society. 

 Summarise your opinion on the given idea. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans.  The brave and independent people of Coorg are of Greek or Arabic descent. According to a story, a part of 

Alexander's army did not return and was settled here. They married among the locals. This culture assimilation 
can be seen in the martial tradition, marriage and religious customs.

 
Long Answer Type Question (100-120 words & 5 marks)

Q. 1.  Pen down a brief travelogue* entry, narrating any personal impression/s about a visit to Coorg. Include your 
reflections about the differences between the place where you live and the place you've visited.

 (* A travelogue is a person's account of a journey to another country or place. It can either be a written report 
with many factual details or a narrative story about personal impressions and experiences.)

 You may begin like this...
 As I stepped into the land of evergreen forest, I was blown away by the pristine beauty and ...................(continue)

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. As I stepped into the land of evergreen forest, I was blown away by the pristine beauty and lush green flora of 
the rain forests of Coorg. This place is really a piece of heaven that must have drifted form the kingdom of God. 
This land of rolling hills is inhabited by a proud race of martial men, beautiful women, coffee and wild elephants. 
The rain forests cover more than thirty percent of this district. Often it rains heaving. September is the most ideal 



( 27 )

time to enjoy the natural beauty of this place. The river Kaveri proves to the cherry on the cake. It obtains its 
water from the hills and rainforests of Coorg. The region abounds in langurs, bees, butterflies and a lot of birds. 
The Brahmagiri hills provide a panoramic view of the entire misty landscape of Coorg. Moreover, the sixty-four 
acre island of Nisargadhama is a little paradise for the tourists.

(III) Tea from Assam

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. "Tell me another!" scoffed Pranjol.
 "We have an Indian legend too. Bodhidharma, an ancient Buddhist ascetic, cut off his eyelids because he felt 

sleepy during meditations. Ten tea plants grew out of the eyelids. The leaves of these plants when put in hot 
water and drunk, banished sleep."

 "Tea was first drunk in China," Rajvir added, "as far back as 2700 B.C.! In fact, words such as tea, chai and chini 
are from the Chinese. Tea came to Europe only in the sixteenth century and was drunk more as medicine than 
as beverage." [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) The main idea of this extract is

(a) Tea as a popular beverage in Europe and how it spread.
(b) Origin of tea in India and why it became popular in Europe.
(c) Importance of India in popularising tea and influencing Europe.
(d) Indian legend on tea and how it travelled from China to Europe.

(ii) Why do you think Pranjol 'scoffed'?
(a) He was upset with the legend Rajvir shared.
(b) He was mocking Rajvir for his lack of knowledge.
(c) He was amused and tickled at what Rajvir shared.
(d) He was impressed with what Rajvir had shared.

(iii) Pick the option that includes the tea label information that corresponds to the given sentence.
 "The leaves of these plants when put in hot water and drunk, banished sleep."

(1) Its calming effects may be attributed to an antioxidant called apigenin, which is found in abundance 
in chamomile tea. Apigenin binds to specific receptors in your brain that may decrease anxiety and 
initiate sleep.

(2) It increases levels of a neuro transmitter called gama-aminobiotique acid (GABA) and improves 
overall sleep quality by shortening the time it takes to fall asleep and decreasing night-time 
awakenings.

(3) It interferes with REM sleep, has some unwanted side effects, keeps sleep away and allows the 
possibility of inducing hours of sleeplessness and increased night-time awakenings.

(4) It alleviates anxious thoughts and soothes the spirit before bedtime. It improves energy levels and 
helps banish stress and results in a better night's sleep, naturally.

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4 

(iv) Based on the inference from the extract, which of these is NOT TRUE about tea drinking in the sixteenth 
century Europe?

 Dr. Smith is a doctor of sixteenth century Europe.
(a) Dr. Smith encouraged drinking of green tea whenever available, to reduce chances of tooth loss.
(b) Dr. Smith prescribed regular tea drinking to all his patients with a weak heart.
(c) Dr. Smith always served tea as refreshment when he has guests, as they all enjoyed this beverage.
(d) Dr. Smith usually recommended black tea to reduce inflammation in the body.

(v) Based on this extract, how do you think Rajvir felt while narrating?
(a) (i) excited    (ii) agitated
(b) (i) hysterical    (ii) nervous
(c) (i) nervous     (ii) agitated
(d) (i) enthusiastic    (ii) passionate

Ans. (i) (d) Indian legend on tea and how it travelled from China to Europe.
 (ii) (c) He was amused and tickled at what Rajvir shared.
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 (iii) (c) Option 3
 (iv) (c) Dr. Smith always served tea as refreshment when he has guests, as they all enjoyed this beverage.
 (v) (d) (i) enthusiastic    (ii) passionate

 
Very Short Answer Type Question (20-30 words & 2 marks)

 Q. 1. Pranjol buried his head in his detective book while Rajvir was eager to look at the beautiful scenery during 
the train journey. Why was there a difference in their attitude? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Pranjol belonged to Assam. He was use to the scenic beauty of Assam since his childhood where as Rajvir was 
amazed to see huge fields full of green plantations. He was enjoying such natural beauty for the first time as he 
lived in Delhi.

 
Short Answer Type Question (40-50 words & 3 marks)

 Q. 1. Rajvir did his study before his visit to the tea plantation. Is it good to do one's research before the start of a 
new venture or does it take away from the thrill of discovery? Elucidate your stance. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Indeed, Rajvir possessed qualities like time management positivity and humility. His research before the start 
to Assam helped him to explore more about the place. Knowing about the destination and being families with 
the real place is of utmost importance. Rajvir also surprised pranjol's father with his in-depth knowledge of the 
subject.

8. MIJBIL, THE OTTER

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. For the first twenty-four hours Mijbil was neither hostile nor friendly; he was simply aloof and indifferent, 
choosing to sleep on the floor as far from my bed as possible. The second night Mijbil came on to my bed in the 
small hours and remained asleep in the crook of my knees until the servant brought tea in the morning, and 
during the day he began to lose his apathy and take a keen, much too keen, interest in his surroundings. I made 
a body-belt for him and took him on a lead to the bathroom, where for half an hour he went wild with joy in 
the water, plunging and rolling in it, shooting up and down the length of the bathtub underwater, and making 
enough slosh and splash for a hippo. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) "Mijbil was neither hostile nor friendly; he was simply aloof and indifferent... " From the actions of the 

given set of friends, choose the person whose behaviour is likely to resemble Mijbil's.
(a) Akanksha rudely tells her best friend to stop calling.
(b) Piyush was amicable since the day he walked into his new classroom.
(c) Rishabh became nasty as soon as he started earning money.
(d) Urvashi was distant for a while after losing her grandmother.

(ii) Select the option that correctly puts the following events in correct order.
1. Maxwell planned to take Mijbil to the bathroom.
2. Mijbil slept at a significant distance from Maxwell's bed.
3. Mijbil immensely enjoyed playing in water.
4. Mijbil slept in much closer vicinity of the author as opposed to the previous night.
(a) 1, 3, 4, 2 (b) 3, 1, 2, 4
(c) 2, 4, 1, 3 (d) 4, 3, 1, 2

(iii) The words "slosh and splash" are examples of the onomatopoeic words that go together phonetically-
resembling the sound that they describe. Choose the option that DOES NOT fit the given description.
(a) hip -hop (b) bow -wow
(c) tick- tock (d) pitter -patter

(iv) Choose the option that correctly describes a body-belt in the given context as explained by the four 
people given below.
(a) A body-belt is a device especially made for swimmers and scuba divers, which helps them breathe 

underwater.
(b) Body-belts basically resemble the waist belts and keep our body upright, in a standing position.
(c) Body-belts are used for restraining while doing certain activities, in order to prevent hurt.
(d) A body-belt is an accessory used by body builders for weight training as a measure against muscle and 

bone injuries.
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(v) Select the option that best describes the final action of the otter, based on the given passage.

(a) Option (1) (c) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

Ans. (i) (d) Urvashi was distant for a while after losing her grandmother.
 (ii) (c) 2, 4, 1, 3
 (iii) (b) bow wow
 (iv) (c) Body-belts are used for restraining while doing certain activities, in order to prevent hurt.
 (v) (b) Option (2)
Q. 2. When I returned, there was an appalling spectacle. There was complete silence from the box, but from its air 

holes and chinks around the lid, blood had trickled and dried. I whipped off the lock and tore open the lid, 
and Mij, exhausted and blood-spattered, whimpered and caught at my leg. He had torn the lining of the box to 
shreds; when I removed the last of it so that there were no cutting edges left, it was just ten minutes until the 
time of the flight, and the airport was five miles distant. I put the miserable Mij back into the box, holding down 
the lid with my hand. I sat in the back of the car with the box beside me as the driver tore through the streets of 
Basra like a ricocheting bullet. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Choose the speaker that uses the phrase 'appalling spectacle' correctly.
 Speaker 1 : We got back home to see that our pet dog had eaten kheer my mother had kept out of the 

fridge. Indeed, an appalling spectacle.
 Speaking 2 : We got back home and witnessed that our cousin had dressed our pet dog in his t-shirt. Have 

to admit that it was an appalling spectacle.
 Speaker 3 : We got back home to see that our pet dog is sitting with a mangled rat. It was an appalling 

spectacle.
 Speaking 4 : We got back home from the airport and observed our pet dog sound asleep on the rug. What 

an appalling spectacle!
(a) Speaker 1 (b) Speaker 2
(c) Speaker 3 (d) Speaker 4

(ii) "whipped off', is an example of a phrasal verb i.e. a combination of a verb and a preposition. Choose the 
option that DOES NOT fit the given definition.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iii) Choose the option that is closest in resemblance to the box's condition in which Mij was kept.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(iv) Select the option that DOES NOT state the possible reason for Maxwell's cutting the box edges off.
(a) Mij could have injured himself further.
(b) It could have made the place untidy.
(c) Mij could have accidently swallowed the torn pieces
(d) It could have obstructed the shutting of the lid.
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(v) Choose the option that correctly states Maxwell's likely feelings, in the situation below.
 "... put the miserable Mij back into the box, holding down the lid with my hand."

(1) anxious (2) disappointed
(3) terrified (4) guilty
(5) insulted
(a) 1 and 5 (b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 4 (d) 3 and 5

Ans. (i) (c) Speaker 3
 (ii) (b) Option (2)
 (iii) (d) Option (4)
 (iv) (b) It could have made the place untidy.
 (v) (c) 1 and 4

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1. "...every drop of water must be, so to speak, extended and spread about the place...". Describe Maxwell's 
observation regarding Mij with reference to the given quote. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Mij loved to play in the water. Only once did Maxwell lead him to the bathroom. Next time he went to the 
bathroom on his own. He went wild in water, plunged and rolled in the tub. He shot up and down the bathtub 
and made enough slosh and splash in it.

Q. 2.  Maxwell's fear of sending Mij to England was legitimate. Give a reason. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. When Maxwell opened the box, in which he carried my in the aircraft, Mijbil ran out and disappeared at high 

speed. He caused a great hue and cry in the aircraft. There were sounds of shrieks across the flight.

Q. 3.  Maxwell was justified in thinking very highly of the air hostess. Justify. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. The air hostess was very friendly and cooperative. Maxwell took her into his confidence and gave her a parcel 

of fish for Mijbil. He admired her and called her "the very queen of her kind". The air hostess suggested that he 
could keep his pet on his knees during the flight.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1.  What would you say was the greatest obstacle faced by the narrator in transporting Mijbil to Camusfearna?

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. It was a difficult job for Maxwell to be transported from Basra to Camusfearna with Mijbil. The British airlines 
wouldn’t fly animals. He booked a flight to Paris on another airline which allowed animals to fly on conditions 
Mijbil was put into a small box on hour before so that he would become accustomed to it.

 Q. 2. Peculiar behaviour's are a characteristic of Otter's. Discuss with respect to "Mijbil the Otter". 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Mijbil the offer had some 'compulsive habits'. On this way home everyday, Mij used to tug Maxwell to the low 
wall of a primary school opposite to his flat Mij would jump to it gallop the full length of its thirty yards and 
cause a hopeless distraction to both pupils and staff within the primary school.

Q. 3.  Mijbil caused a sensation in London. Expound with reference to the chapter "Mijbil the Otter". 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. The average Londoners were surprised to see such a unique animal. They made wild guesses about the otter. 
Some called him 'a baby seal', 'a squirrel', 'a walrus'. Others called him 'a beaver', 'a bear cub' and 'a leopard'. The 
best remark came from a labourer. On seeing Mijbil, he asked, "What is that supposed to be?"

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.  Imagine yourself to be the narrator of "Mijbil the Otter". A friend of yours is confused about whether to adopt 
an otter as a pet or not and has asked for your advice. Based on the experiences described in the chapter, write 
a letter to your friend giving your opinion on the matter. You may use the prompt given below :

 XYZ, Camusfearna 

 Sandaig Bay, UK
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 4 December '61 

 Dear Gavin

 Trust you and Mij are doing well. I am writing for a special reason that will surely interest. This is because it 
concerns the love of your life- otters! I have been....

 Yours affectionately 

 Kevin  [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. XYZ, Camusfearna 
 Sandaig Bay, UK
 4 December 1961
 Dear kevin 
 Trust you too are doing well. I am glad to know that you are interested in adopting a pet. Believe me, your life is 

going to change absolutely after a pet enters your life.
  And adopting an otter is one of the best decisions of your life. I advise you to bring your thought into action at the 

earliest. No doubt, otters prove to be the best companions. They demand nothing in turn of their unconditional 
love and company they provide you with. I have been living with Mij for several years now. What I want to share 
with you today, is that otters are very intelligent and fun-loving animals. The main characteristic of an otter is to 
extent and spread every drop of water. Mij loves to juggle with small objects with his paws lying on his back. His 
favourite toy is marbles. 

  If you want you can accompany me to Basra. I am going there the next week. You too, can get an otter from there. 
Believe me it will be a great fun.

  Waiting for a positive response from your end. 
 Yours affectionately
 Gavin.

 Q. 2. The People's Collective for Endangered Species has invited the narrator of "Mijbil the Otter" as a guest 
speaker to address the audience about the importance of protecting Otters and their natural habitats like lakes 
and ponds.

 As the narrator, pen down a speech detailing your own experience with Mijbil and why it is important to 
conserve water bodies for animals like Otters.

 You may use the prompt given below :
 My Experiences with Mijbil
 Theodore Roosevelt said, "Wildlife cannot speak, so we must and we will." Dear friends, I have had a pet otter 

named Mijbil as my roommate for several years now. What I want to share with you today, is how all forms of 
wildlife are integral for ............ [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. …………………… What I want to share with you today, is how all forms of wildlife are integral for maintaining 
balance in the eco system. Wild life includes animals, birds, insects as well as the aquatic life forms. Otters also 
have a pivotal role in river eco system. They are predators, meaning they help control the populations of food 
species prey upon. This affects the eco system as a whole, and as a result, their presence is a signal that the 
ecosystem is healthy. 

  The wetlands are amongst the most bio diverse and economically valuable habitats and yet they continue to 
decline. This decline has been as much as 87% world wide. Otters are top predators using both terrestrial and 
aquatic environments and their loss has a serious impact on local food webs, biodiversity and habitat relationship. 
Otters need good water quality and also unpolluted, natural land habitat in which to live. This is essential for all 
species, including our own, and so they are excellent environmental indicators. 

  The link between the otter and wetlands is clear and it is our duty to work to protect these important ecosystem 
to the benefit of otters, other wetland species, and ultimately ourselves.

Q. 3.  If Mijbil was living in the world of the poem, The Tale of Custard the Dragon, how do you think he would 
have

 (a) behaved with Custard?
 (b) reacted to the appearance of the pirate?
 Rationalise your answer. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. (a)  Mijbil resembled like a very small imaginary dragon of the Middle Ages. Its body was coated with pointed 

scales. Between them a soft velvet for was visible. It was like a chocolate brown mole. On the contrary, Custard 
was a huge ferocious looking dragon. Mijbil would have behaved as friendly as he was with the narrator. 
Initially, Mijbil was neither hostile nor friendly with the narrator. He was aloof and indifferent. He slept on 
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the floor far away from Maxwell’s bed. However, a change came in Mijbil afterwards. He started taking keen 
interest in his surroundings. He went to Maxwell’s bed on the second day and remained asleep in it.

 (b)  Otters are friendly looking creatures. However, they can bite and they can fight with their tails so if provoked. 
Territorial otters & stay away from strangers. Thus, on seeing the pirate, Mijbil to would have joined Custard 
in gobbling every bit of him.

9. MADAM RIDES THE BUS

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. "Day after day she watched the bus, and gradually a tiny wish crept into her head and grew there: she wanted 
to ride on that bus, even if it was just once. This wish became stronger, until it was an overwhelming desire. 
Valli would stare wistfully at the people who got on and off the bus when it stood at the street corner. Their 
faces would kindle in her longings, dreams, and hopes. If one of her friends happened to ride the bus and tried 
to describe the sights of the town to her. Valli would be jealous to listen and would shout, in English: "Proud! 
Proud!" [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Valli would stare wistfully at the people as she 

(a) had been watching the bus for a long time. 
(b) was inspired by the people travelling on the bus. 
(c) had a strong desire to take a ride on the bus. 
(d) envied the people who could travel on the bus.

(ii) Pick the option that shows the list of words that collocate with 'overwhelming' 
 (e.g. overwhelming desire)

1. response 2. lies
3. support 4. majority
5. pets 6. places
(a) 1, 5 & 6 (b) 1, 3 & 4
(c) 2 & 5 (d) 3, 5 & 6

(iii) 'Valli would be jealous to listen...' This indicates Valli's
(a) longing to ride the bus.
(b) nature as an envious person.
(c) denial to accept her situation.
(d) inclination to trouble travellers.

(iv) A part of the extract has been paraphrased. Choose the option that includes the most appropriate solution 
to the blanks.

 The desire became so (i) _______ that it transformed into an (ii) _______ one. Valli would look (iii) 
________ at people who boarded the bus and got off.

(a) (i) active (ii) overt (iii) longingly

(b) (i) vigorous (ii) overpowering (iii) cheerfully

(c) (i) staunch (ii) overt (iii) joyfully

(d) (i) vigorous (ii) overpowering (iii) longingly
(v) What does the line 'gradually a tiny wish crept into her head and grew there', mean?

(a) The wish developed in her head over a period of time.
(b) The wish was a feeling of wanting to prove her strength.
(c) The wish was planted in her head by someone's suggestion.
(d) The wish was small and was overpowered by a sense of doubt.

Ans. (i) (c) had a strong desire to take a ride on the bus.
 (ii) (b) 1, 3 & 4
 (iii) (a) longing to ride the bus.
 (iv) (d) (i) vigorous (ii) overpowering (iii) longingly
 (v) (c) The wish was planted in her head by someone's suggestion.
Q. 2. "Yes, I'm travelling alone," she answered curtly. And I've got a ticket too.' 'Yes she's on her way to town,' said the 

conductor. 'With a thirty paise ticket.'
 'Oh, why don't you mind your own business; said Valli. But she laughed all the same, and the conductor laughed 

too.
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 But the old woman went on with her drivel. 'Is it proper for such a young person to travel alone? Do you know 
exactly where you're going in town? What's the street? What's the house number?

 'You needn't bother about me. I can take care of myself,' Valli said, turning her face towards the window and 
staring out." [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Pick the option that matches the expressions with 'mind' correctly.

Expression Meaning

1. bring to mind A. be receptive to someone's ideas

2. be in two minds B. think about only one subject

3. have an open mind C. recall something

4. put your mind at ease D. undecided

E. reassure you

F. reach a decision
(a) 1-F, 2-C, 3-A, 4-D (b) 1-C, 2-D, 3-A, 4-E
(c) 1-B, 2-F, 3-E, 4-A (d) 1-F, 2-D, 3-C, 4-B

(ii) Valli told the conductor to mind his own business and laughed as well. This shows that Valli ...
(a) was not really bothered about what the conductor said.
(b) didn't like the conductor speaking about her.
(c) disliked what the conductor said but was amused.
(d) was impressed with what the conductor said.

(iii) The old woman went on with her drivel. Why is the word 'drivel' used here?
 It is used to show that the old woman

(a) was talking incessantly.
(b) kept muttering a lot of nonsense.
(c) was volunteering advice on request.
(d) spoke non-stop about herself.

(iv) The old woman asked her questions
(a) due to anxiety about Valli travelling alone.
(b) out of curiosity and concern for Valli.
(c) interest in Valli's life and need for travel.
(d) due to the habit of interfering in Valli's life.

(v) How do you think Valli felt when the old woman asked her questions? Pick the option that best describes 
her feelings.

(a) (i) irritated (ii) agitated

(b) (i) concerned (ii) upset

(c) (i) upset (ii) agitated

(d) (i) upset (ii) irritated

Ans. (i) (b) 1-C, 2-D, 3-A, 4-E
 (ii) (c) disliked what the conductor said but was amused.
 (iii) (b) kept muttering a lot of nonsense.
 (iv) (b) out of curiosity and concern for Valli.
 (v) (d) (i) upset (ii) irritated

Q. 1.   During her journey, Valli absorbed the natural beauty and clapped her hands in happiness on seeing a young 
cow running very fast. What does this reveal about Valli? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Valli thoroughly enjoyed her ride to the town, and laughed and clapped when the young cow ran on the middle 
of the road. Valli ,on the whole, can be described as a curious , joyful, smart, bold and at the same time a mature 
girl.

Q. 2.   Valli didn't like the way adults treated her during her bus journey. Describe how you would feel and react if 
you were to find yourself in a similar situation. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Valli showed that she was a self-respecting girl. She politely refused to accept a free drink from the conductor. 
Even I would have reacted in the same way.  I would have not relished the unpleasant smell that comes from the 
betel nut the women was chewing.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)
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Q. 1.   Imagine you come across a little girl travelling alone in a bus. Write down any two questions you would ask 
her and your reasons for asking them. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. The two question I would ask the little girl are : Are you travelling along, child? What was such as urgency that 
your parents allowed you to travel alone ? The reason  for asking such questions will be honest concern for the 
child and to help her. 

Q. 2.    Do you think Valli's mother would have taken her for the bus ride if she had requested her to do so? Why/ Why 
not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Definitely, Valli’s mother would have taken her for the bus ride if she had requested her to do so. It was so 
because no parent especially the mother would break the heart of her child. The parents try to fulfill each and 
every desire of their children.

Q. 3.    Imagine Valli had to plan a day-long budget trip to a domestic destination for her family all by herself. What 
things do you think she would keep in mind while planning? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. If Valli had to plan a day-long budget trip I would suggest her to keep a few medicines for personal medication, 
her sunglasses, Id Proofs, some woollen clothes if she is going to a cooler place. Sunscreen lotion and moisturizing 
lotion are also advisable.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.  Travelling teaches us many life lessons and enriches us with experiences. You and your classmate have a 
discussion on this statement and your love for travel. Write the dialogue.

 You may begin like this...
 Friend: I think travelling is one of the best ways to explore not just the world; around you but also helps you 

introspect about life itself.
 You: 
 Friend: Travelling enriches us with so many varied experiences.
 You:  [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. 1.  Friend :  I think travelling is one of the best ways to explore not just the world around you but also helps 

you introspect about life style
  You : Yes, you are right. It also improves social and communication skills.
  Friend : Travelling enriches us with so many varied experiences
  You :  Absolutely one gets original and creative thoughts. One gets out of his comfort zone. You learn 

the most in uncomfortable and unfamiliar situations, you know how to act and respond to 
people and your surroundings.

  You : Travelling also broadens your horizons and enhances your tolerance for uncertainty.
  Friend : It was really a great experience talking to you.
  You : These advantages of travelling are incredible.
    Thank you.
Q. 2.  After reading the story about Valli; you realise that she had such a small desire and demanded nothing from 

her mother.
 After reflecting on this, you decide to write a diary entry on how you felt you have been unreasonable about 

the demands you have posed to your parents. You also realise that life is not all about materialistic possessions.
 You may begin like this:

15 August 2020, Saturday                                                                       9:00 pm
I feel I have learnt a big lesson in life after reading about Valli. I feel ashamed for the way I have been............

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. 15 August 2020, Saturday  9:00 PM
 I feel I have learnt a big lesson in life after reading about Valli. I feel ashamed for the way I have been……………..

Unreasonable about the demands I have posted on my parents. I have thoughts of the hurt I was unknowingly 
causing them due to my rigid and irrational behaviour. Many a times I have seen my mother buy me those 
unnecessary things which made me happy. I wanted to possess them just to show off my friends. But now I 
have well understood that these is always going to be a better version of everything you own. So let go of your 

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)
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need to have the latest and greatest thing and be happy with what you have. I have understood that no matter 
how much you have, it never feels like enough. This is because we are trying to fill an emotional void with a 
tangible thing. The more you have the more you crave. Being able to live an extravagant life seems to make it 
more difficult to enjoy the small things. Slow down, live in the present and savor in every positive experience 
for a longer-lasting smile. So now, I believe in less stuff, less clutter and less stress. More isn’t always better.

Q. 3. Valli was sensitive, but at the same time she was fearless and quite determined. Think of another character 
from your textbook, First Flight, who displayed similar character traits.

 Compare and contrast the lives of Valli and the other character.
Ans. A character who has similar characteristics, of fearlessness and determination like that of valli, would be Anne 

frank. In the lesson, she was brave enough to speak and prove her to her teacher so candidly. Even though she 
was extremely talkative, it never affected her academics. She was a committed student, daughter, sister and 
more importantly a true being. As a young girl of 13 years, she had to go through several difficulties during the 
World War Era. Her family had to live in secrecy, their lives were under great threat when the Nazis caught hold 
of them and they were sent into separate concentration camps.

  Anne’s life was secluded like that of Valli’s both of them had limitless ideologies of being adventurous. It is also 
astonishing to notice such great heights of maturity and responsibility in children of such tender ages. Lastly, 
both Anne and Valli had clear goal set which inspires the readers to dream and strive for them to come true.

10. THE SERMON AT BENARES

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1.  Poor Kisa Gautami now went from house to house, and the people pitied her and said, "Here is mustard-seed; 
take it!" But when she asked, "Did a son or daughter, a father or mother, die in your family?" they answered her, 
"Alas! the living are few, but the dead are many. Do not remind us of our deepest grief." And there was no house 
but some beloved one had died in it. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) The community's response to Kisa in the above extract was somewhat different from before. Why do you 
think that was the case?
(a) They had learnt from Buddha's sermons.
(b) They were able to help Kisa in some way this time.
(c) They understood parental grief.
(d) They liked Kisa and enjoyed talking to her.

(ii) Which of the following options represent the correct understanding of the word "poor" in the phrase 
"Poor Kisa Gautami"?
(a) in need of money (b) weak
(c) unfortunate (d) inferior

(iii) "Do not remind us of our deepest grief." The tone of the speaker(s) is
(a)  disillusioned. (b) sceptical.
(c) ironic. (d) solemn.

(iv) Pick the option that explains — '...the living few, but the dead many.'
(a)  It shows the high death rate and low birth rate in the city of Benares.
(b) It highlights the holy status of Benares where many Hindus go to die.
(c) It throws light on the numerous loved ones the villagers had lost over time.
(d) It reflects that many children who had died in the village for various reasons.

(v) Imagine you are a photo journalist visiting the city at the time Kisa Gautami went from house to house. 
You documented her experience given in the above extract in a photo series.

 Your publisher wants to publish the photo series in three parts wherein Part 1 shows Kisa's visits to the 
houses; Part 2 depicts her conversations with people, and Part 3 captures Kisa's reflections at the end of 
the day sitting by the wayside.

 The publisher would also like you to choose titles for the series and its three parts.
 Look at the titles given below, and choose the options that provide the most appropriate set of titles.

(1) Series Title - From Darkness to Light.
 Part I - Living in Loss; Part II - A Mother's Journey; Part III - Mustard Seed
(2) Series Title - Mustard Seed.
 Part I - A Mother's Journey; Part II - From Darkness to Light; Part III -Living in Loss
(3) Series Title - A Mother's Journey.
 Part I - Mustard Seed; Part II - Living in Loss; Part III - From Darkness to Light
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(4) Series Title - Living in Loss.
 Part I - From Darkness to Light; Part II - Mustard Seed; Part III - A Mother's Journey
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3
(c) 3 and 4 (d) 1 and 4

Ans. (i) (b) They were able to help Kisa in some way this time.
 (ii) (c) unfortunate
 (iii) (d) solemn.
 (iv) (c) It throws light on the numerous loved ones the villagers had lost over time.
 (v) (b) 2 and 3
Q. 2. Not from weeping nor from grieving will anyone obtain peace of mind; on the contrary, his pain will be the 

greater and his body will suffer... He who seeks peace should draw out the arrow of lamentation, and complaint, 
and grief. He who has drawn out the arrow and has become composed will obtain peace of mind." 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) If the Buddha were a counsellor, which of the following options would you find in a brochure of his 

service?

To live in 
heart we 

leave behind 
Is not to Die

Thomas Campbell

In another 
time in a 
happier 

place we 
will meet 

again

Unkown

Death, after 
all, is the 
common 

exception from 
birth. Neither 

heroes nor 
cowards can 

escape it.
Eils Peters

The 5 Stages 
of Grief

1. Denial
2. Anger

3. Bargaining
4. Depression
5. Acceptance

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)
(a) Image (i) (b) Image (ii)
(c) Image (iii) (d) Image (iv)

(ii) Which of the following statements cannot be attributed to the Buddha based on the given extract?
(i) Pain and grief are unavoidable and necessary.
(ii) The inevitability of death makes grieving futile.
(iii) Universality of grief and pain makes us sad.
(iv) Understanding that life is finite leads to wisdom.
(a) (i) and (ii) (b) (i) and (iii)
(c) (iii) and (iv) (d) (i) and (iv)

(iii) Choose the option that appropriately completes the following—
 lamination : grief :: _______ : _______

(a) laughter : joke (b) discomfort : fear
(c) celebration : joy (d) resignation: loss

(iv) According to the Buddha, peace of mind is attainable by those who
(a) renounce worldly life like the Buddha
(b) take out the arrow and become strong
(c) grieve, suffer and then move on
(d) recognize terms of life and let go of complaint

(v)  The given extract is paraphrased below. Choose the option that includes the most appropriate solutions 
for the blanks.

 (i) The act of ______________ is not only pointless but (ii) rather _________, causing pain and suffering. It 
only serves to (iii) __________ peace of mind. (iv) __________ without complaint is crucial to well-being 
and peace.
(a) grief, harmful, destroy, accepting
(b) grieving, counterproductive, take away, acceptance
(c) weeping, productive, take away, lamentation
(d) grieving, harmful, destroy, lamenting.

Ans. (i) (c) Image (iii)
 (ii) (b) (i) and (iii)
 (iii) (c) celebration : joy
 (iv) (d) recognize terms of life and let go of complaint
 (v) (b) grieving, counterproductive, take away, acceptance
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Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.  Elucidate any one quality that Siddharth demonstrated when he gave up his status and family. Explain your 
choice. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. The sudden decision to renounce the world, his family and prince hood shows Siddharth was strong-willed and 
determined man. He had the courage to take such a difficult decision.

Q. 2.  Do you think being enlightened placed a far greater responsibility on the Buddha than being king would have? 
Justify your stance. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Yes, I do think that being enlightened placed a far greater responsibility on the Buddha. If he world have been 
just a king, then he would have to just serve his kingdom and people. By being enlightened he had to serve for 
the whole humanity which is much greater work then being a king. 

Q. 3.   How can death be considered an equalizer? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. Death is an omnipotent, in evitable and looming. It is often referred to a ‘equalizer’ because it is equal to all for 

all kind of people. It has to come when it will come. So we shouldn’t fear it.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Kisa understood the temporality of life as she sat at the wayside watching the city lights. Can you think of 
any other object or phenomenon, natural or man made, that might similarly reflect the fragile nature of human 
life? Justify your choice. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. The rising and setting of the sun can be compared to the fragile nature of human life. Just like the sun rises every 
day and later the darkness of the night spreads everywhere, similarly. The human beings takes birth then the 
evening of life i.e. the old age draws in and the sun of life sets.

 Q. 2. Grief is often seen as a measure of love. Do you think the Buddha’s sermon undermines a mother’s love? 
Justify your response. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Grief is a measure of love for those who are not enlightened and are still trapped in this materialistic world. A 
spiritually enlightened person can understand and accept that the physical life is only temporary, just a stop 
where the soul stays temporally, before the transition.

 Q. 3. What message might the Buddha’s story hold for those who are in positions of power and privilege?
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Buddha’s story holds the message of the grief and suffering that everyone has to face after the death of beloved, 
be it the man with position and power. Everyone is treated equally by death. Everyone has to face the same 
sadness and grief pain when death comes to any beloved one. Also everyone born on this earth has to die a day 
regardless of their power and position.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1. Read the given quote by actor Jim Carrey.

 Can you relate this to the Buddha’s life before and after he attained enlightenment? Provide examples from the 
text to support your answer. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Gautam Buddha began his life as a royal prince. He was named Siddharth Gautam. At the age of sixteen, he got 
married to a princess. The prince was deliberately shielded from all sufferings of the world. But this attempt 
failed when the prince while out hunting chanced upon a sick man. Then, he saw an aged man. He also chanced 
to see a general procession. Finally, he saw a monk begging    for alms. These sights of sufferings, sickness and 
decay shocked and moved the prince. He wanted to seek the final solutions of all these sorrows and sufferings. 
Finally, he sat down under a big tree after wandering for seven years in search if enlightenment. He gave his 
first sermon at Banaras on the River Ganges. He preached that all men, women and children are mortals. And all 



( 38 )

mortals, be it a rich or poor, are destined to die. Actually, death and decay is the fate of all mortals in this world. 
Death spares none. Those who are born, can’t avoid dying. Therefore, the wise do not grieve. 

Q. 2. Sermon at Benares could just as well be considered another glimpse of India. If it were part of the story ‘Glimpses 
of India’, what ideas, values, and/ or experiences would it highlight? How would you present this historical 
part of India? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. India is a land of unity in diversity. The high mountains ranges, vast seas and countless rivers depict the diversity 
in unity. Each and every region of the country from Jammu and Kashmir to Kanya Kumari portrays different 
customs and traditions. The story of Buddha, too, portrays a beautiful of Indian history.

   When Kisa Gautami went to the Buddha for the medicine to receive her Buddha told her to power a handful of 
mustard seeds from a house where no one had died. Kisa became weary and hopeless after going to several houses 
and getting the same response. She finally grasped the Buddha’s underlying meaning, there after the Buddha 
sermonized her that the life of mortal in this world is troubled and painful. That the world is afflicted with death 
and decays, and so there is no point in grieving over something which is inescapable. He gave her examples of 
ripe fruits and earthen vessels whose ‘lives’ are short. This way he made her realign that death is unavoidable 

and non-even the near and dear ones-can save anyone from death

11. THE PROPOSAL

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. LOMOV : Never mind about my people! The Lomovs have all been honourable people, and not one has ever 
been tried for embezzlement, like your grandfather!

 CHUBUKOV: You Lomovs have had lunacy in your family, all of you! 
 NATALYA: All, all, all!
 CHUBUKOV: Your grandfather was a drunkard, and your younger aunt, Nastasya Mihailovna, ran away with 

an architect, and so on... 
 LOMOV: And your mother was hump-backed. [Clutches at his heart] Something pulling in my side... My head.... 

Help! Water! 
 CHUBUKOV: Your father was a guzzling gambler! [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) Choose the option that correctly identifies the tone of the characters in the given extract.
(1) antagonism (2) humour
(3) contempt (4) irony
(a) (1)and (2) (b) (2) and (4)
(c) (1)and (3) (d) (3) and (4)

(ii) The playwright's intention in the given extract is to
(a) throw light upon the weaknesses of the rich in any society.
(b) emphasize that family history is important in a marriage proposal.
(c) satirise the superficiality of the upper class in Russian society.
(d) send a message that ego is not healthy in any relationship.

(iii) If according to Chubukov and Natalya, Lomovs are not "honourable people", why do they still consider 
Lomov's proposal?
(a) Natalya can take care of her father if she marries close by.
(b) They were exaggerating in the argument and didn't mean it.
(c) They understand that honour is superficial and overrated.
(d) Lomov's status in society supersedes everything.

(iv) Imagine you found the playwright's notes for each scene in the play and noticed that some of the words 
were missing.

 Choose the option that fills the missing words most appropriately.
 A conversation that starts pleasantly quickly turns into a (i) _______ argument. With (ii) ________ of 

Oxen Meadows at the heart of the matter, Lomov and Natalya quarrel and are later joined by Chubukov. 
Thus, begins a (iii) __________ of insults, accusations and name-calling. All (iv) __________ disappears. 
Eventually, Lomov leaves clutching at his heart, his foot numb.
(a) (i) petty ; (ii) history ; (iii) series; (iv) politeness
(b) (i) vicious ; (ii) ownership ; (iii) circus ; (iv) civility
(c) (i) curious ; (ii) land ; (iii) outpouring ; (iv) laughter
(d) (i) ugly ; (ii) neighbourhood ; (iii) barrage; (iv) goodness
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(v) Which of the following options comes closest to the meaning of 'tried' as used in the extract?
(a) She mastered the game through a process of trial and error.
(b) He followed the trial closely and was seen in court every day.
(c) This had been a tried and tested formula for the organisation.
(d) They tried with all their might to repeat their earlier successes.

Ans. (i) (c) (1)and (3)
 (ii) (c) satirise the superficiality of the upper class in Russian society.
 (iii) (d) Lomov's status in society supersedes everything.
 (iv) (b) (i) vicious ; (ii) ownership ; (iii) circus ; (iv) civility
 (v) (b) He followed the trial closely and was seen in court every day.
Q. 2. CHUBUKOV: What a weight off my shoulders, ouf!
 NATALYA: But, still you will admit now that Guess is worse than Squeezer.
 LOMOV: Better!
 NATALYA: Worse!
 CHUBUKOV: Well, that's a way to start your family bliss! Have some champagne!
 LOMOV: He's better!
 NATALYA: Worse! Worse! Worse!
 CHUBUKOV: [trying to shout her down] Champagne! Champagne! [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) Which of the following titles of Shakespeare's plays might best apply to the relationship of Lomov and 
Natalya's relationship?
(a) The Taming of the Shrew (b) Romeo and Juliet
(c) As You Like It (d) Two Gentlemen of Verona

(ii) How would you characterise Chubukov's mood based on the given extract?
(a) cautious and celebratory (b) relieved and jubilant
(c) merry, yet thoughtful (d) grateful, yet hurt

(iii) Based on the extract, Lomov and Natalya's closing lines can best be seen as
(a) a humorous and ironic take on typical marriage vows.
(b) a reflection of their affections for Guess and Squeezer.
(c) a sign of the prospective instability in their marital bliss.
(d) the writer's statement that disagreement is part of marriage.

(iv) Choose the option that correctly uses the idioms to the fill in the blanks of the paragraph below.
 In a team, it is important to (i) __________ . Otherwise, you would become (ii) __________ , and incur the 

displeasure of the others. When that happens, you might feel (iii) __________ . However, for the others, 
not having to carry you along would be a (iv) __________ .
(a) (i) pull your weight; (ii) dead weight; (iii) the weight of the world on your shoulders; (iv) weight off 

the shoulders.
(b) (i) weight yourself; (ii) the weight of the world on your shoulder; (iii) like dead weight; (iv) weight 

off their shoulders
(c) (i) throw weight around; (ii) worth your weight in gold; (iii) weight off your shoulders; (iv) dead 

weight
(d) (i) lend weight to someone; (ii) heavy weight; (iii) like pulling your weight; (iv) weight off their 

shoulders
(v) The liberal use of exclamatory marks in the given extract indicate that the characters are expressing

(a) apologies in a solemn and heartfelt tone.
(b) good counsel and advice in a serious matter.
(c) reconciliation on matters leading to argument.
(d) strong feelings with a raised voice.

Ans. (i) (c) As You Like It
 (ii) (b) relieved and jubilant
 (iii) (a) a humorous and ironic take on typical marriage vows.
 (iv) (a)  (i) pull your weight; (ii) dead weight; (iii) the weight of the world on your shoulders; (iv) weight off 

the shoulders.
 (v) (d) strong feelings with a raised voice.
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Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. To what end does the playwright employ Lomov's palpitations in the play? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans.  Ivan lomov is a pretentious, proud, self-serving, argumentative, hysterical hypochondriac. A wealthy landowner 

Lomov comes to his neighbour with the over intentions of marriage, but he really wishes to expand his own land 
boundaries and he himself is suffering due to a weak hearth and sleep-sickness.

Q. 2. Why do you think Natalya Stepanova asked her father to call Lomov back when she heard that he had come 
with a proposal? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  Natalya is an ugly, middle aged woman. She knows that only a food  like Lomov can marry her. So the moment 
she comes to know that Lomov had come to propose for her hand, she cries and shouts and forces her father to 
bring Lomov back.

 Q. 3. When Natalya comes to meet Lomov, she quotes her father's words - "and papa said, "Go; there's a merchant 
come for his goods." What do you think Chubukov meant? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  Lomov arrived in a formal evening dress. On seeing him, chubukov thinks that he has come to borrow mowey. 
So by saying so he meant that Lomov had come there to take some money from him.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. "The Lomovs and the Chubukovs have always had the most friendly, and I might almost say the most 
affectionate, regard for each other." How would  you evaluate  Lomov and  Chubukov's  relationship  as 
neighbours? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Lomov and chubukov are neighbor. They have a controversy on the issue of ownership of the Oxen meadows. 
They also have a difference of opinion on the superiority of the breed of their dogs, Lomov wants to resolve the 
issue and visits chubukov with a proposal is accepted by chubukov and both Lomov and Natalya got married. 

 Q. 2. Do you think Chubukov is a good father? Justify your opinion based on your reading of the text. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Stephen Stepanokitch chubukov loves his daughter and plays the role of a good fathers. He is in search of a good 
match for his daughter. He is in search selector of words. He calls Lomov my angle, treasure etc. When he comes 
to know about his proposal. When chubukov finds Lomov fighting with Natalya, he immediately changes and 
starts to support his daughter.

 Q. 3. Read the statements given below:
 Statement 1 - 'Lomov is looking to marry.'
 Statement 2 - 'Lomov is looking to marry Natalya.'
 Bring out the difference between the two statements and explain what it tells you about Lomov. 

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
Ans. Indeed, Lomov is looking to marry but only Natalya because he considered her as a good home makes. Though 

he was not in love with Natalya, he wanted to marry her as he was suffering due to weak heart and sleep-
sickness. He wanted a companion who could look after him.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.    Though the play revolves around three people, Russian society emerges as an important character through the 
on goings of the play and the thoughts and interactions of its characters.

 Imagine yourself to be a historian who has been invited to speak about nineteenth century upper class Russian 
society.

 Based on your reading of the play, how might you describe it? Support your evaluation with instances from 
the text. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. Noble titles and land ownership were the main determinants of precise leauge in 19th century upper class 
Russian society. Protective of their wealth and precise leauge, Russian’s landed aristocracy was arguably the most 
conservative force.

 As the story ‘the proposal’, belongs to the Russian characters so through the dialogues of the characters, we come 
to know a lot about Russian man. According to the story the Russians are very particular about their dress and 
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have particular dresses for a special occasion. Secondly they are hypocrites. They show off two be sweet but the 
very next moment, they start fighting. As in the story, chobukov call Lomov ‘my angel’ but later fought with him. 
They pretend to be good neighbors but within their heart, they have so many grades. They love to have dogs as a 
pet and consider their pets better than the other one. All of them are stubborn, short-tempered, quarrelsome and 
rigid. Such behavior and thought is clearly visible through the interactions of its characters in the story.

Q. 2.    Look at the given matrimonial advertisement published in the Morning Post (newspaper) in December 1822.
 It was fairly common practice in the nineteenth century for gentlemen and ladies to seek courtship and 

matrimony by placing a suitable advertisement.

MATRIMONY - A Middle-aged Gentleman, of a respectable rank in life, who enjoys an income of Two 
Hundred Pounds a Year, with fair expectations, and who might otherwise. Offer a favourable account of 
himself, wishes lo MARRY. The intimations of any Lady, of unbelievable character, of an age not less than 
thirty, nor more than thirty-seven, and of an income at least equal to his own (as his rank requires such), 
having; a similar wish, and condescending to favour him, will be received with due respect, and attended 
to with strict honour and inevitable secrecy. Letters to be addressed, poet paid, S. H., No. 8, Park-place, Ken-
ningtoit.

(a) Based on your reading of the play and an understanding of the characters, what details would Lomov 
provide (and specifically leave out) in a matrimonial advertisement to find a bride like Natalya?

(b) Think of what might make Chubukov shortlist Lomov's advertisement if he were scanning the 
matrimonial section of the newspaper. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans. (a)  Lomov was a rich landowner. He was thirty five years old. He knew it very well that it was high time that 
he should settle for a quite and regular life. he suffered from sleep-sickness and a weak heart. He was well 
aware of his ailments but would never like to discuss them. On the contrary, he also knew that he was an 
eligible, assertive, rich bachelor, who would be liked by any girl. He also like to boost about the Lomov he 
owned and this rich forefathers. 

 (b)  Chubukov is quite practical. He knows that Lomov is a good match for his daughter Natalya. He himself 
was a landholder. So he couldn’t resist his hunger for land. Hence, Lomov, being a such land owner, was an 
eligible groom for chubukov. He might have short listed the respectable rank, high income. And the good 
amount of lands that Lomov possessed.

(First Flight) Poetry

1. DUST OF SNOW

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. The way a crow
 Shook down on me
 The dust of snow
 From a hemlock tree
  Has given my heart
  A change of mood
  And saved some part
  Of a day I had rued.  [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Of the many symbols the hemlock tree represents, choose the one that Frost drew upon in all likelihood, 
for this poem.

 symbol of
(a) longevity. (b) togetherness.
(c) healing. (d) protection.

(ii) Choose the option that lists the possible feelings of the poet prior to the experience shared in the poem.
(1) reassured (2) disappointed
(3) curious (4) demotivated
(5) thankful (6) disheartened
(7) impulsive
(a) 1,3 & 7 (b) 2, 4 & 6
(c) 5 & 7 (d) 1 & 3
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(iii) Identify the option that DOES NOT use the word ‘rue’ correctly.
(a) The film was a disaster and he rued his decision to act in it.
(b) I am sure she rued the day she listened to a fortune-teller.
(c) It wasn’t long before I rued my disobedience and my deceit.
(d) Others finally rue the one who is dishonest and heartless.

(iv) Synecdoche is a poetic device that uses a part to represent the whole. E.g.
 That’s a great set of wheels! (Set of wheels has been used for car.)
 Pick an example of synecdoche from the poem.

(a) Has given my heart / A change of mood.
(b) The way a crow/ Shook down on me.
(c) The dust of snow / From a hemlock tree.
(d) And saved some part / Of a day I had rued.

(v) Choose the option showing the reason NOT corresponding with “... a crow/ Shook down on me / The 
dust of snow”.
(a) The crow’s landing on the branch of the tree.
(b) The shivering of the crow, due to the cold.
(c) The readjustment of position of the crow on the branch.
(d) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.

Ans. (i) (c) healing.
 (ii) (b) 2, 4 & 6
 (iii) (d) Others finally rue the one who is dishonest and heartless.
 (iv) (a) Has given my heart / A change of mood.
 (v) (d) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.   Rationalise what you think the poet was probably doing when the dust of snow fell on him? [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Before the dust of fell on the poet he was in a depressed mood. He didn’t want to do anything. So far, the day 
had been quite gloomy and wastage for him.

Q. 2.   What does the presence of a hemlock tree tell you about the setting of the poem? [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The poem presents a perfect setting. The hemlock tree is a symbol of sadness. The poet’s mood was also sad. But 
the falling off the dust of snow changed the poet’s mood.

Q. 3.   The dusting of snow on account of the crow helped to make the poet’s day better. How do you think the crow’s 
droppings might have impacted the poet? [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The dust of snow removed all the laziness of the poet. It saved the whole day of the poet. The crow’s droppings 
might have ruined the poet’s mood from bad to worst.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1.   ‘Dust of Snow’ is one of Frost’s most loved poems. Elaborate why you think this is so. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. ‘Dust of snow’ is a beautiful poem written by Robert Frost. It depicts a simple moment, but it is of great significance. 
The poet is depressed and has lost all hope. He is sitting under a hemlock tree. A small incident changes his sad 
mood. The poem teaches us that one should never be desperate and hopeless.

Q. 2.   The poem evokes a sense of black and white. Justify. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. In the poem ‘Dust of Snow’, the poet wants to convey that sometimes certain moments or actions which are 
simple have larger significance. They can change the mood or life of a person. The way a crow shakes down 
the dust of snow on the poet inspires and gives him the idea to shake off his depressive thoughts and become 
cheerful.

Q. 3.   The crow and hemlock are usually used as negative references in literature. How is this different in this poem?
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The crow and hemlock tree are used as a negative means to demonstrate the mood of the poet. Often the crow 
is symbol of ill omen and the hemlock tree is a poisonous one. But the poet used them beautifully to portray the 
fact that inauspicious things too can bring joy and happiness.
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Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.    As a crow you feel highly injured by the incorrect perception humans have about your species.

 Imagine yourself to be a crow and write your opinion about this prejudice. Make a case for breaking stereotypes.

 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. It is really bad to have a wrong perception for anyone be it any bird or any animal. But whenever we differentiable 
between such species like me. They are differentiated by the qualities like colour, voice or the work allotted 
to them. But as a crow, I really feel very sad by this partiality. Black is just a colour and even it has its own 
significance. Only on the basis of colour, one cannot call me symbol of misfortune or bad luck. My black colour 
is by birth. It is really rare and unique. Even, we crows are meant to be the most obedient and kind birds. So, I 
think colour is not the only point to be differentiated. 

Q. 2.   Imagine that Frost is of present day and has been invited to write for an e-zine - “Teen Talk”.

 He chooses to draw upon his experience with the crow and the dusting of snow to share his thoughts on ‘Every 
cloud has a silver lining’. As Frost, express your thoughts for the e-zine. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. ‘Every cloud has a silver lining’. We should never leave confidence in difficult times because it will lead us to 
better days. A dark cloud is a kind of difficulty, misfortune and worst times in life. The silver lining is a hope for 
progress and an opportunity to go ahead in life. 

  Similarly, in the poem, the poet is in a depressed and hopeless mood. He feels that the whole day has been 
wasted. But fortunately, it is not so. The falling of the dust of snow on him bring a sudden change in his mood. 
He realizes that all is not lost. There is still hope for redemption. The change of landscape has changed his mood. 
Cheerfulness had replaced the feeling of regret.  Hence, falling of dust of snow proved to be a silver lining on the 
cloud of gloom.

qqq

2. FIRE AND ICE

 
Extract-Based Question 

Q. 1. Some say the world will end in fire, 
 Some say in ice. 
 From what I’ve tasted of desire 
 I hold with those who favor fire. 
 But if it had to perish twice,
  I think I know enough of hate
  To say that for destruction ice
  Is also great
  And would suffice.   [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Choose the CORRECT statement about the given poem.
(a) Fire and ice are images — they help the readers visualise the power of nature over man.
(b) Fire and ice are symbols — not of natural disasters, but of humanity’s ability to create disasters of its 

own.
(c) Fire and ice are elements — not of Nature but man-made and possess the ability to create havoc for 

mankind.
(d) Fire and ice are agents—they change the thinking of mankind from negative to positive and bring 

harmony.
(ii) Select the option that correctly classifies the connotations for fire and ice, as suggested in the poem.

(1) rage (2) violence 
(3) indifference (4) hate
(5) greed
(a) Fire- 3, 4; Ice- 1, 2, 5 (b) Fire - 2, 5; lce -1, 3, 4
(c) Fire - 1, 3, 5; Ice - 2, 4 (d) Fire - 1, 2, 4; Ice - 3, 5
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(iii) The poem is a________, put across by the poet.
(a) powerful warning (b) heart-felt apology
(c) earnest appeal (d) vengeful threat

(iv) The poet uses the phrasal verb -hold with.
 Choose the option that DOES NOT indicate a valid phrasal verb.

(1) off (2) back

(3) on (2) into

HOLD

(a) option 1 (b) option 2
(c) option 3 (d) option 4

(v) Pick the option that is NOT TRUE about the poet according to the extract. 
 The poet

(a) is inclined to believe that the world would most likely end with fire.
(b) has heard divided opinions about the way the world would end in all likelihood.
(c) preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all.
(d) declares the power of ice to be as destructive as that of fire.

Ans. (i) (b)  Fire and ice are symbols — not of natural disasters, but of humanity’s ability to create disasters of its 
own.

 (ii) (d) Fire - 1, 2, 4; Ice - 3, 5
 (iii) (a) powerful warning
 (iv) (d) option 4
 (v) (c) preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.  “Fire and Ice” was first published in 1920. Briefly explain how the WW I might have influenced the theme of 
the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The poem was published shortly after WW I and weighs up the probability of two different scenarios represented 
by the elements of the poem’s title. The speaker believes fire to the world ender. Ironically, he also adds that ice-
representing hate-world ‘also’ be ‘great’ to bring the end of the world.

Q. 2.  Create a tag line / slogan / catch-phrase for the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. ‘Icy hatred or Fiery desire.

 Both suffice the world to burn.

 So humans………. Humans, 

 Beware it’s not at all fun.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1. The tone of the speaker contrasts with the seriousness of the subject matter. Justify. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. ‘Fire and Ice’ is a symbolic poem by Robert Frost. The poet wants to aware the humanity that everything will end 
one day as a result a human misdeeds. His aim is aphorism-brevity for Frost truth remains ambiguous. That’s 
why the tone contrasts with the seriousness of the subject matter.

Q. 2. Evaluate the line- Some say the world will end in fire/Some say in ice- in the context of volcanic eruptions, 
forest fires, meteor collisions, melting ice caps etc. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. In the poem ‘Fire and Ice’ the poet considers the age-old question of whether the world will end in fire or in ice. 
This is similar to another age-old whether it will be preferable to freeze to death or burn to death. The either 
option would achieve its purpose sufficiently may be in storm of volcanic eruptions, forest fires or melting  
ice caps.
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Q. 3.  Fire and Ice projects a pessimistic outlook. Comment. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. According to me, ‘Fire and Ice’ projects a realistic outlook rather that a pessimistic one. The poet brings forth the 
view that the world will soon end. It can be either by fire or ice. He mentions that he has tasted everything in life 
after the World War I. So, it would soon end either with greed or indifference.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.  Imagine that Nelson Mandela read ‘Fire and Ice’.
 As Mandela, write a diary entry associating the impact of the troubled history of South Africa with the idea 

expressed in the poem.
 You may begin like this:
 10 May 1994, Tuesday 10 p.m.
 Today, when I am the President of South Africa, I can’t help recalling Robert
 Frost’s ‘Fire and Ice’............................... (continue)........................... [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. 10 May 1994, Tuesday 10 p. m.
  Today, when I am the president of South Africa, I can’t help recalling Robert Frost’s ‘Fire and Ice’,………
 ……. The poem talks about Fire, Symbol of the dark side of humanity i.e., haterdness and lust, and ice stands for 

coldness and rigidity. Humans have become insensitive and indifferent towards the feelings of others. They have 
become selfish and sometimes cruel also.

  That day, I read the poem ‘Fire and Ice’ in one of my events. The reaction of the audience to it was spectacular. 
Given to the history of South Africa and its recent troubles, the poem actually reflects are sufferings of the black 
people. The Africans have been treated terribly by the ruling governments. It would take many years to recover 
from that profound hurt. The racial discrimination unleashed a reign of terror, oppression and brutality on us. We 
needed freedom from the white people and their tyranny. Hope the efforts of my people will change the entire 
dynamic of Africa.

Q. 2.  Most of your classmates, like Frost, feel that man’s greed and rage or hate, would lead the world to its destruction.
 You feel that the ‘fire and ice’ in Mankind can be addressed to create a harmonious world.
 Write a speech, for your classmates, expressing your belief/s with respect to the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. A very good morning, to each and everyone present in this room. Today I’m here to express my beliefs with 

respect to the poem ‘Fire and Ice’. Dear friends, I strongly believe that ‘Fire and Ice’ in Mankind can be addressed 
to create a harmonious world.

  We, humans are swaying between two extremes ‘Fire and Ice’. Sometimes we are torn by our unbridled fire of 
passions, desires, lusts, longings and fury. This further results in greed, avarice and passionate love. All such 
extreme can lead to conflicts and disasters. If not controlled, they can help in bringing an early end of the world. 

  Humanity can redeem itself and possibly save or delay the end of the world by giving up such extremes of thinking 
and behaviour. 

  So let us keep burning the fire of patriotism, solidarity and sensitivity and put ice on indifference and rigidity to 
create a harmonious world around us.

qqq

3. A TIGER IN THE ZOO

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. He should be lurking in shadow, 
 Sliding through long grass 
 Near the water hole 
 Where plump deer pass.  [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) According to the extract, the poet wishes for the tiger to be ‘sliding’ through the foliage as this would
(a) assist in keeping the prey unsuspecting of the predator’s sound.
(b) aid in camouflaging the presence of the predator before it rushes in.
(c) help the predator pounce on the prey comfortably without getting tired.
(d) Support the predator’s vision as it eyes its prey.
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(ii) Which fact DOES NOT connect with the significance of the water hole for the tiger?
(a) Many tigers chase prey into the water and holds the victim’s head under water until it drowns.
(b) Prey feed in the water on water-lilies, and often wander into the middle of the water hole, where 

they are vulnerable and easy for the tiger to kill.
(c) Prey that has quenched its thirst ensures consumption of hydrated meat for the tiger.
(d) Chasing the panicked prey from shallow to deep water where the tiger grabs it.

(iii) Pick the option that DOES NOT use ‘lurking’ correctly to fill in the blank.
(a) The thug was ______ in the alley late evening, for unsuspecting passers-by.
(b) The hyena was ______ in its den after a good meal.
(c) The detective cautioned her team about the ______ dangers likely to impact the case.
(d) The prejudices ______ beneath the surface create misunderstandings.

(iv) ‘shadow’ here, refers to the shadow of
(a) the tiger. (b) long grass.
(c) water hole. (d) deer

(v) Pick the phrase that DOES NOT suggest that the forest in the extract is lush.
(a) long grass (b) the water hole
(c) plump deer (d) lurking in shadow

Ans. (i) (a) assist in keeping the prey unsuspecting of the predator’s sound.
 (ii) (c) Prey that has quenched its thirst ensures consumption of hydrated meat for the tiger.
 (iii) (b) The hyena was ______ in its den after a good meal.
 (iv) (b) long grass.
 (v) (d) lurking in shadow
Q. 2. But he’s locked in a concrete cell,
 His strength behind bars,
 Stalking the length of his cage,
 Ignoring visitors.
  He hears the last voice at night,
  The patrolling cars, [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Choose the image that best describes the condition of the tiger based on the given extract.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(ii) Which option correctly lists the reason for the tiger ‘stalking the length of his cage’?
(a) Animals tend to cover large distances and burn a lot of their energy by hunting for prey, in their 

natural habitat. Zoos deprive them of such stimulation and they are restless and bored.
(b) Animals are scared of visitors gazing at them in their unnatural surroundings. Zoos are places where 

animals are far removed from the privacy of their natural habitat.
(c) Animals dislike human noises in the city and react to them aggressively. Zoos are often located in 

cities or outskirts.
(d) Animals require human love and care and miss this when in captivity. Zoos are places where they 

walk around mechanically to attract human attention.
(iii) Which option identifies a patrolling car correctly?

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iv) The main contrasting idea suggested by the extract is that of
(a) strength and weakness. (b) nature and culture.
(c) beasts and mortals. (d) confinement and freedom.

(v) Choose the option listing the most likely reason for the tiger to ignore visitors, according to the extract.
(a) He is scared of their constant stares.
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(b) The visitors don’t provide him with any food.
(c) He knows that none would help him out of captivity.
(d) The visitors don’t speak to him kindly.

Ans. (i) (b) Option 2
 (ii) (a)  Animals tend to cover large distances and burn a lot of their energy by hunting for prey, in their 

natural habitat. Zoos deprive them of such stimulation and they are restless and bored.
 (iii) (b) Option 2
 (iv) (d) confinement and freedom.
 (v) (c) He knows that none would help him out of captivity.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. It is said that an animal’s eyes have the power to speak a great language. Explain with reference to the tiger.
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The tiger in the cage ignores all those who come to the zoo to see him as entertainment. He shows his anger 
hatred and even defiance by walking about in rage in his cage.

 Q. 2. How does the poem point to the cruelty of animals in captivity? [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Through the poem, the poet wants to convey that it is cruel to keep the wild animals in small enclosures of 

the zoo, away from their natural habitat. They feel anger, helpless and unhappy and remember their life and 
environment in the forest. 

Q. 3.   The poet celebrates the strength of the tiger in this poem. Counter the statement. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The caged tiger is not free. He is imprisoned and helpless whereas the same tiger when in forest is free. He walks 

in the tall grass and hunts the deer that pass near the water hole.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Do you think the tiger in the poem had lost its natural instinct due to captivity? Support your response with 
evidence from the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The caged tiger walks in a proud manner. He walks quietly. But his eyes show that he is very angry at having 
been imprisoned in a cage. All his activities prove that the tiger in the poem had not lost its natural instinct due 
to captivity. He is still chivalric, confident and graceful. 

Q. 2. What do you think the tiger would say to you, as a visitor?
 You may begin like this:
 Please stop staring. You have no idea........................... (continue)....................... [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Please stop staring. You have no idea how uncomfortable and restless your stare is to me. I’m trying to ignore 

each one of you as I consider you humans to be devoid of feelings. None had ever tried to help me out to make 
me free from this cage. My freedom has been curtailed by you humans. I’m forced to live in a cage which is so 
small. I’m just fed up of this situation and these visitors.

Q. 3. Write the appropriate response comprising of at least two reasons to present a counter to the following :

Zoo should be banned its not
 right to keep animals this way.

 You may begin this way:
 That's just one-sided. Zoos are beneficial too. Firstly, they.....(Continue)....... [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. That’s just one sided. Zoos are beneficial too. Firstly, they save species from extinction and other dangers by 

providing natural environment to live in. Secondly, it includes the conservation education and research programs 
that are designed to preserve  and protect wild populations of animals as well as educate the public about the 
threats that they face.
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Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.  Imagine the tiger writes a diary entry conveying how he feels helpless, angry and frustrated in the concrete 
cell. He writes about his desire to be free. Write that diary entry.

 You may begin like this:

15 October 2020, Thursday                 9:00 pm
I feel so vulnerable and annoyed at my state. I don’t know if I can ever be a free denizen of the forest.

  [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. 15 October, 2020, Thursday   9:00 P.M.

 I feel so vulnerable and annoyed at my state. I don’t know if I can ever be a free denizer of the forest. As the most 
fearless and bravest animal of the jungle, I really feel horrible and frustrated to be inside the cage of the metal bars. 
I feel more protective and secured to live in my domain where I can run, chase and prey on other animals and 
collect food for my family. Living inside this cage seems to be like hell, where I am void of freedom and happiness. 
I feel like back to my heaven. It is my real green world where I can perform my regular’s activities without any 
fear of being trapped.

Q. 2.   Imagine that Man has been accused by the tiger of cruelty in an animal court. What would be the tiger’s two 
major accusations and how would Man defend them? Present your answer in two paragraphs. 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The tiger’s two major accusations would be as follows:

 The tiger is a denizen of the forest. He loves to roam around freely in his natural habitat-the jungle. There, he 
is totally free with no restriction on his movements and activities but the humans make them captives and put 
them behind the cages. Not only this, the humans also destroy their natural habitat to satisfy their greed. A part 
from this, the humans are also indulged in illegal killing of the tigers.

 Man’s Defense:

 Keeping the tigers in the confined wall, save them from illegal poaching. At least this way, they all will not be 
killed and become extinct. Tigers hunt humans for food and we humans kill them to make money. It is, too, part 
of life cycle.

Q. 3. The tiger in the poem ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’ presents a contrasting image with the tiger in the poem ‘How to Tell 
Wild Animals’. Compare and contrast the two tigers with reference to the manner in which they have been 
presented in both poems. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The tiger in ‘A Tiger in the zoo’ is a pathetic animal when he is locked in a concrete cell in the zoo. The mighty 
and ferocious animal is put behind the bars. There he stalks in ‘quite rage’ the length of his cage. He becomes just 
a piece of entertainment for visitor. But he ignores them. At night from behind the bars, he keeps staring at the 
brilliant stars which only intensifies his loss of freedom. On the contrary, the tiger on the poem, ‘How to tell wild 
animals’ is a very grand and impressive animal. His hide is yellowish. There are black strips all over his body. He 
is very agile. The moment he noticed someone, he will simply eat away that creature at once. He is free, confident, 
graceful and ferocious. He is ready to pounce upon its prey. He shows no mercy and jumps at its prey at once. 

 Thus, the former tiger is the example of confinement whereas the latter suggests the main contrasting idea of 
freedom.

4. HOW TO TELL WILD ANIMALS

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. If strolling forth, a beast you view,
 Whose hide with spots is peppered,
 As soon as he has leapt on you,
 You’ll know it is the Leopard.
 He will do no good to roar with pain,
 He’ll only lep and lep again  [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)
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(i) Choose the option listing the stanza that would follow the given extract.

(1) 
The leopard stalks on silent paws
With deadly armor of fangs and claws.
He lies in his tree perch throughout the day.
Sleeping and resting the hours away.

(2) 
A spotted leopard in a banyan tree,
Kept his yellow carnivoric eyes on me.
I knew better than to move fast or try to flee.
His eyes narrowed, but I refused to see.
How fast that cat was chasing after me.
If lean just get to that tall tall....

(3) 
His claws and paws will make you forget,
If you’re in a dream or reality,
And you’ll feel clawed and pawed, I bet,
The peppered pounce a certainty.
‘Tis a beast that runs and strikes fast,
If you’re caught you sure won’t last.

(1) 
The leopard and the lion chose to become friends,
For they were all proud of claws on their paws
They each glorified one another for their mighty, 
Ability to live on meat of other fauna throughout 
a year,
They each admired one another for running speed,
They each remained firm and loyal to one rule,
Lions don’t eat leopards neither leopards eat lions.

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(ii) Given below are four examples of activities that Jasmeet does. Choose the option that correctly 
demonstrates ‘strolling’.
(a) Jasmeet runs with a great speed after being chased by a dog.
(b) Jasmeet walks in the garden, relaxing while listening to his favourite song.
(c) Jasmeet skids sharply on the icy skate rink.
(d) Jasmeet rushes to switch off the water pump in the backyard.

(iii) Which option lists the statement that is NOT TRUE according to the extract?
(a) The poetess asks the reader to hide on seeing the leopard.
(b) The poetess cautions the reader about a leopard when walking through its territory.
(c) The poetess informs the reader that a leopard can launch repeated attacks.
(d) The poetess tells the reader that a leopard attack can result in pain.

(iv) The repetition used in “he’ll only lep and lep again” is an example of
(a) poetic justice. (b) satire.
(c) allusion. (d) poetic licence.

(v) Choose the option that matches with the rhyme scheme of the extract.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

proud wild wild loud

loud jungle proud jungle

child child child wild

wild mingle loud child

jungle loud jungle mingle

mingle proud mingle proud
(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

Ans. (i) (c) Option 3
 (ii) (b) Jasmeet walks in the garden, relaxing while listening to his favourite song.
 (iii) (a) The poetess asks the reader to hide on seeing the leopard.
 (iv) (d) poetic licence.
 (v) (c) Option 3
Q. 2. Though to distinguish beasts of prey  
 A novice might nonplus,
 The Crocodiles you always may
 Tell from the Hyenas thus;
 Hyenas come with merry smiles;
 But if they weep they’re Crocodiles. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)
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(i) Choose the option that DOES NOT describe a ‘novice’.
(a) Lakshman has played cricket for the first time today.
(b) Samiksha has been teaching for last ten years.
(c) Srishti went for her first French class yesterday.
(d) Gautam baked a second cake to improve his skills.

(ii) Which option lists the image that DOES NOT indicate what the poet means by ‘beasts of prey’?

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iii) What, according to the extract, would cause bewilderment?
(a) Discovering the similarity between different preys of beasts.
(b) Analysing habits of beasts that prey on hyenas.
(c) Knowing the difference between several beasts of prey.
(d) Drawing the similarities between crocodiles and hyenas.

(iv) Choose the line from the given stanza that the poet takes liberty with, to fit to the rhyme scheme.
(a) Though to distinguish beasts of prey
(b) A novice might nonplus
(c) The Crocodile you always may
(d) Hyenas come with merry smiles

(v) Choose the crocodile fact that is related to the given extract.
(a) They have webbed feet which, though not used to propel them through the water, allow them to 

make fast turns and sudden moves in the water or initiate swimming.
(b) Absence of sweat glands and so, release heat through their mouths making them often sleep with 

their mouths open.
(c) 99% of crocodiles are eaten in the first year of their life by large fish, hyenas, monitor lizards and 

larger crocodiles.
(d) While eating, they swallow too much air, which gets in touch with lachrymal glands and causes 

them to weep.
Ans. (i) (b) Samiksha has been teaching for last ten years.
 (ii) (d) Option 4
 (iii) (c) Knowing the difference between several beasts of prey.
 (iv) (b) A novice might nonplus
 (v) (d)  While eating, they swallow too much air, which gets in touch with lachrymal glands and causes them 

to weep.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.  “If he roars at you as you’re dyin’/ You’ll know it is the Asian Lion...” Comment on the irony of the quote from 
the poem. “How to Tell Wild Animals”. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The irony in the above quote is, if we ever go to jungle to see a lion from close quarters, we may be attacked by 
the wild animal. In that case, we may not be alive to know that it’s the Asian Lion.

Q. 2. Hyperbole is a literary device used when the poet exaggerates an image to make it comical.
 State two instances from the poem “How to Tell Wild Animals” where the literary device is used. 

 [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The two instances of hyperbole are as follows: 

(i) The Crocodiles you always may tell from the Hyenas thus; Hyenas come with merry smiles; But if they 
weep they are crocodile. Practically, we have never seen a hyena smile nor a crocodile weep.

(ii) ‘If there is nothing on the tree, this the chameleon you see’. A chameleon may be camouflaged but not 
invisible. 

Q. 3.  “If there is nothing on the tree, / ‘Tis the chameleon you see.” Briefly explain the paradox of the quote. 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Paradox is a logically self-contradictory statement so when there is nothing visible on the tree it means there is 
no creature. But the next line contradicts the former one.
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Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1.  Which genre is most appropriate for the poem?
 Substantiate your choice with reference to the poem “How to Tell Wild Animals”. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. According to me, the poem belongs to ‘Light Verse’ genre which is a poetry that is mostly for fun. The poem 

‘How to tell Wild Animals’ is a humorous poem. The poet suggests some dangerous ways create humour. 

Q. 2.  “All knowledge is useful. But not all knowledge is worth the cost.” [CBSE QB, 2021]

 Elaborate on the quote in the context of the poem “How to Tell Wild Animals”.
Ans. The above quote is very true in the case of the poem ‘How to Tell wild Animals’. Actually the knowledge provided 

through this poem is not worth the cost. But it definitely creates humour. And humour is the fuel of life. Thus the 
poetess successful use of humour helps liven our minds and brings a smile on our faces.

Q. 3. Would you agree that the poet has an in-depth knowledge of the wild? Support the statement in context of the 
poem “How to Tell Wild Animals”. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Yes, I do agree that the poetess has an in-depth knowledge of the wild. She has described the various wild 
animals. These animals are very dangerous and she has introduced them one by one and great details. She treats 
even ferocious animals and beasts with a coat of gentle but weird humour.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1. Imagine the poet meets Mijbil, the otter. Write a detailed account of the characteristics the poet could use for 
her poem, if she were to write about telling an otter.  [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. If you ever happen to visit the West Highlands of Scotland for holidaying and you are restless to keep a pet. 
Then, instead of a dog another is advisable. Because it won’t let you rest at all. An otter is a wonderful creature 
which resemble a very small dragon. It is coated with pointed scales. Between the scales is visible a soft velvet 
fur. Only to see its beautiful scaled coat and velvety fur you have to remove the mud completely by bathing it 
nearly for a month. Only then the otter could be seen in its true colours. And while bathing it you have to keep 
your nose covered because it may stink badly. This chocolate brown mole like cremate will never even remind 
you of a chocolate. But it will definitely help you to extend and spread every drop of water and last but not the 
least let the people around you not recognize what it actually is and give wild guesses about him. 

Q. 2. Write a letter to the poet detailing your favourite aspects of the poem and the ones that you did not like. 
Include a request about which animal you’d like her to exclusively compose a poem on. Give reason/s for your 
choice.

 
 XYZ 
 USA
 18 JulyXXXX 
 
 Dear Ms. Wells
 
 I just read your poem “How to Tell Wild Animals” and enjoyed it thoroughly!
               (continue) 

 Yours sincerely   [CBSE QB, 2021]
                            
Ans. Dear Ms. Wells
  I just read your poem “How to Tell Wild Animals” and enjoyed it thoroughly! The humorous poem wonderfully 

tells us how to a person can recognize animals. The methods suggested of recognizing wild animals i.e. watching 
them how they eat us it quite funny.

  I really; didn’t like the mention of hyenas and crocodiles as it was quite rare and unfamiliar. The description of 
these animals gives a chill in ones spinal code. But the description of rest of the animals was quite hilarious. 
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  I, hereby, want you to compose one such poem on elephants. I’m sure children will definitely like it as they are 
very fond of elephants. They also fascinate other animal groups due to their humongous size. Also, I request you 
describe its virtue, how it is helpful to us.

 Your Sincerely
 XYZ

5. THE BALL POEM

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
 What, what is he to do ? I saw it go
 Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
 Merrily over — there it is in the water!  [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) The extract suggests that the poet is
(a) an onlooker observing (b) a parent recounting the incident
(c) the boy talking about himself (d) imagining the incident

(ii) The poet seems to have indicated the merry bouncing of the ball to
(a) create a sense of rhythm in these lines.
(b) support the happiness of the experience of playing.
(c) contrast with the dejected feeling of the boy.
(d) indicate the cheerful mood of the boy.

(iii) Choose the situation that corresponds to the emotion behind the exclamation mark in the poem.

(1) Hey ! Hey! That’s no way to dispose off the garbage. Have you no community sense? 
Please but it in the bin.

(2) I knew it! I knew he’ll fare well in his auditions for ‘Young Chef. Now, we prepare for 
the semi-finals.

(3) I dont know where I’ve placed my ID-card. Let me check the bag once more. Ah, 
finally!

(4) I’ve been trying to call mom for the past 20 minutes and can’t get through. I don’t 
know how...Aarrgh! Again!

(a) option 1 (b) option 2
(c) option 3 (d) option 4

(iv) The poem begins with a question. Based on your reading of the poem, the speaker
(a) wants the boy to answer the question.
(b) expects the passers-by to respond.
(c) is looking for answers in a self-help book.
(d) is thinking to himself.

(v) Alliteration is a literary device that occurs with the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or 
closely connected words.

 Pick the option that showcases an example of alliteration from the extract.
(a) What is the boy now (b) who has lost his ball
(c) I saw it go
(d) and then/ Merrily over

Ans. (i) (a) an onlooker observing
 (ii) (c) contrast with the dejected feeling of the boy. 
 (iii) (c) Option 3
 (iv) (c) is looking for answers in a self-help book.
 (v) (b) who has lost his ball
Q. 2. An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy
 As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down
 All his young days into the harbour where
 His ball went. I would not intrude on him; [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)
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(i) The poet uses the word ‘ultimate’ to describe the boy’s reaction.
 Pick the meaning that DOES NOT display what, ‘ultimate’ means in the context given.

(a) consequent (b) final
(c) conclusive (d) fateful

(ii) The boy is very young in this poem. As a mature, balanced grown-up, he might look back and think that 
his reaction of ‘ultimate shaking grief was
(1) disproportionate to the loss.
(2) pretension to procure a new toy.
(3) according to his exposure and experience then.
(4) a reaction to the failure of retrieving the toy.
(5) justified and similar to what it would be currently.
(a) 5 & 2 (b) 1 & 3
(c) 2 & 4 (d) 3 & 5

(iii) Pick the option that lists the boy’s thoughts, matching with the line-As he stands rigid, trembling, staring 
down.

(1)  I wonder how I can
       retrieve the ball. I guess
       I'll need help.

(3)  I think I can catch it if I
       run through this alley. I
       must cut it off before it
       falls into the harbour.

(2)  Good riddance! Now I
       can get a new one. I've
       been waiting for a
       while .

(4)  Oh! l've lost it. It's gone.
       It's gone forever. That
       was all the time I had
       with it.Thattime is
        over...

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iv) Why does the speaker choose not to intrude? This is so because the poet
(a) knows that it would embarrass the boy in his moment of grief.
(b) feels that it’s important that the boy learn an important life lesson, undisturbed.
(c) realises that he doesn’t have sufficient funds to purchase a new ball for the boy.
(d) experiences a sense of distress himself, by looking at the boy’s condition.

(v) Choose the option that lists the meaning of ‘harbour’ as used in the extract.
 Noun:

(1) a place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.
(2) a place of refuge.

 Verb:
(3) keep (a thought or feeling, typically a negative one) in one’s mind, especially secretly.
(4) shelter or hide (a criminal or wanted person).
(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

Ans. (i) (c) conclusive
 (ii) (b) 1 & 3
 (iii) (d) Option 4
 (iv) (b) feels that it’s important that the boy learn an important life lesson, undisturbed.
 (v) (a) Option 1

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1. If you were the poet, which toy would you use, instead of a ball. Give a reason for your response. 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. If I were a poet, I would use a doll as a girl and a toy car as a boy as I’m extremely obsessed with the two toys 
have a very special place in the lives of children. 

 Q. 2. Do you think the ‘I’ in the poem is the poet or an observer? Give a reason for your choice of response. 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The ‘I’ in the poem, is the poet as in a few lines the poet says that he doesn’t want to intrude on the inconsolable 
boy. Instead he wants to leave the boy alone to develop a new sense of responsibility. 
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Q. 3. A popular quote states: Responsibility is self-taught. How does the poem address this thought? 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The responsibility referred in the poem is how to stand up or bear the loss through self-understanding and 
trying to console oneself on his own as the boy who lost his ball was trying to do.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1. Suggest a suitable by-line for “The Ball Poem” with a reason for your choice. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The by-line can be ‘Loss growing up and Transformation, This is something of a coming of age that is seen 
through the lens of loss and suffering. The child comes to understand the world better when he understands 
that he is never going to get his lost ball back. It is gone for good and there is nothing anyone can do about it. 
The child undergoes a transformation.

 Q. 2. What feelings do you think, might be experienced, at the loss of a mobile phone, for a youngster today?

 Explain how these would be different from those felt by the boy in the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The youngsters today suffer from ‘No Mobile Phone Phobia’. Such people may become depressed due to the 
loss of their mobile phone. It is quite different from the grief experienced by the boy in the poem because the 
boy in the poem is not addicted to the ball. But today’s generation is so much addicted to phone.

 Q. 3. When we think of losses, we generally think of people or possessions. Time is considered a very precious 
commodity.

 Explain why time can probably be one of the things people bitterly regret losing/wasting. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. ‘A stitch on time saves nine’. ‘The time that flies, comes back never’. So we should not waste our precious time 
because time doesn’t work according to us best we need to work according to time we should utilize the present 
fully because we can’t do anything about the time that has passed and the future is uncertain. 

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1. The poem deals with a child understanding loss for the first time. Matches and championships too, deal with 
a different sense of loss. Explain how games and sports are a good way to train children to take losses in their 
stride.   [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Research has shown that losing games is helpful for children because it teaches them to show empathy and 
cope with experience of losing. They need to practice losing a competition in front of their peers. Children who 
do not experience losing can grow up to be anxious, because they start seeing the possibility of not wining and 
they cannot deal with situations that do not go their way. Losing a game is the only way for children to learn 
from their mistakes and think about strategies to improve when children improve their skills and win the next 
time, they do not only get better at the sport or game, but they also learn something new. Learning new things 
increase children’s confidence and their self-belief and they start to be proud of their ability. 

Q. 2. If the Buddha were to summarise the life lesson of “The Ball Poem’, what would that sermon be?

 Think and create this address for people of your age.  [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Losses are integral part of life. We must look at them in totality. First of all, we must always keep in mind that 
life’s each and everything is God’s gift for which we must be thankful. The things which God has given can be 
taken back anything. We must not be attached with these gifts. Once these attached gifts are taken away, we 
become sad we feel the lost thing is irreplaceable with any other things. 

  The lost ball stands for the general losses a human being suffers as he grows old. The losses may be the loss of 
a personal possession or the death of a dear one or separation from a beloved one. As long as there is life, there 
will be many types of losses; what each one has to learn is bearing those losses.

qqq
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6. AMANDA

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. I am an orphan, roaming the street.
 I pattern soft dust with my hushed, bare feet.
 The silence is golden, the freedom is sweet. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) The tone of the given lines is
(a) analytical. (b) despairing.
(c) peaceful. (d) nervous.

(ii) Read the statements A and B given below, and choose the option that correctly evaluates these statements.
 Statement A - The figure ‘I’ imagines a less than realistic view of being an orphan.
 Statement B - The figure ‘I’ does not like the speaker.

(a) A is true, B is false, according to the extract
(b) A is true, B cannot be clearly inferred from the extract.
(c) A cannot be clearly inferred from the extract, B is false.
(d) A is true and can be inferred from the poem, B is true too.

(iii) The golden silence is contrasted with the _________.
(a) chaos of the street.
(b) constant instructions received.
(c) sweetness of freedom.
(d) hushed, bare feet.

(iv) The rhyme scheme ‘aaa’ in the above extract is followed in all other stanzas of the poem that are written 
in parenthesis, i.e. (). Why?

 Read the reasons given below, and choose the option that lists the most accurate reasoning:
(i) It shows the simplicity of the child’s thoughts.
(ii) It reflects the harmony and rhythm of the child’s inner world.
(iii) It mirrors a child’s expression.
(iv) It highlights the poet’s aesthetic sensibility.
(a) (i) and (iv) (b) (i) and (ii)
(c) (ii) and (iii) (d) (iii) and (iv)

(v) Pick the option that lists the usage of the word ‘pattern’, as in the extract above.
(a) That is a lovely pattern for a wallpaper.
(b) He decided to wear a patterned shirt to the party.
(c) Poetry is a form of pattern making.
(d) She patterned her hair after her favourite celebrity.

Ans. (i) (c) peaceful.
 (ii) (b) A is true, B cannot be clearly inferred from the extract.
 (iii) (b) constant instructions received.
 (iv) (c) (ii) and (iii)
 (v) (d) She patterned her hair after her favourite celebrity.
Q. 2. Don’t bite your nails, Amanda !  
 Don’t hunch your shoulders, Amanda !
 Stop that slouching and sit up straight,
 Amanda ! [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) The purpose of the speaker’s words in the given extract is to
(a) show the speaker’s power over the listener.
(b) make the listener a better human being.
(c) advise the listener as an elder.
(d) improve the listener’s posture and habits.
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(ii) Pick the option that lists the image which correctly corresponds to the speaker’s mood in the extract.

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iii) Alliteration is a literary deice used in the extract.
 Which of the following options DOES NOT include example of this literary device?

(a) The moon and the shimmering stars watched over us
(b) With that charming chat, Catherine chose comfort
(c) Away ran the pathetic pooch pouting like a princess
(d) Dee dee was driving down day after day

(iv) What does the repetition of “Amanda!” at the end of each line reflect?
(a) It describes who the speaker is talking to.
(b) It represents the absent-mindedness of the listener.
(c) It shows the frustration of the speaker.
(d) It helps create a rhyme scheme.

(v) Select the option that fits with the following:
 slouching : straight:: ___________ :___________

(a) transparent: translucent (b) lazy: agile
(c) forgetful: lively (d) generous: liberal

Ans. (i) (d) improve the listener’s posture and habits.
 (ii) (c) Image iii
 (iii) (a) The moon and the shimmering stars watched over us
 (iv) (c) It shows the frustration of the speaker.
 (v) (b) lazy: agile

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1. Would you call Amanda a disrespectful child? Provide one reason to justify your opinion. 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Amanda was not listening to the speaker. Rather she was engulfed in her own imagination. Hence she is regarded 
as a disrespectful child.

 Q. 2.  What kind of an image does “languid, emerald sea” evoke? [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. ‘Languid’ means relaxed. The word is used to depict the wave of the sea that sways gently. Amanda dreams to 

escape into her own solitary dreamland which is soothing, calm and peaceful.
Q. 3. What does the line “never let down my bright hair” tell us about Amanda? [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The above line tells us about Amanda that she doesn’t want to be with anyone. Her desire is to be alone like 
on orphan in a tall tower where nobody can approach her. She doesn’t even want to be always nagged by her 
parents and listen to her mother scolding.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. How would you characterise the speaker in the poem Amanda!’? List any two qualities, supporting the 
reason of your choice, with evidence from the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The speaker i.e. Amanda’s mother is very caring and concerned towards Amanda. So much so that she has 
rather become over protective. Amanda’s careless attitude has made her worry for her future. She wants to teach 
Amanda all the rules of proper social conduct lest people should blame her for nagging Amanda.
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Q. 2. ‘Amanda is alone but not lonely in the world she envisions.’ Justify the statement with reference to any one 
image she pictures in her mind. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Amanda feels that she is being constantly pressurised in being a well-behaved girl as per her mother’s demand. 
She wants to be alone and enjoy being herself. She wants to roam around in the sheets alone and pattern the 
dust with her bare feet. She finds silence ‘golden’ and freedom sweet. Hence, she is not lonely in her own 
company.

Q. 3. This is Calvin, a character from a comic strip created by Bill Watterson. 

 Do you think this might be something Amanda would say? Why/ why not? Give reasons.

                             [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. According to me, Amanda would definitely say this. She is a teenager, Like other teens, she loves freedom she 

wants to her own kind of life in her imaginary world. Her world is not the world of harsh realities but it is an 
imaginary world of fairies and mermaids. She finds solace in roaming around. And is not at all ready to accept 
the reality. She craves to live in a lonely tower peacefully like Rapunzel.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1. Look at the given image of a book cover.

 If the author, Jason Kotecki were to ask a grown-up Amanda to help with his book by writing one of the 8 
secrets based on her experiences, what might she share?

 Elaborate based on your understanding of the poem

                                                                      [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The first Escape Adulthood is the cure for the common life. The secret to do so is rediscovering the secrets 
of childhood that can lead to a life filled with passion, wonder and joy. It’s not about escaping reality or 
responsibility. It’s about breaking free from the vile clutches of stress and fear of what people will think of you.

 Doing so is a double blessing. It will not only help you to remain young and lively throughout your life but also 
make you your child’s best friend. You will understand what your children actually want from you. The greatest 
wealth that a child wants to possess is his/her freedom. And the thing that he/she never likes is the constant 
nagging, unwanted instructions and even over protection of the parents. Every child, like me (i.e. Amanda) 
wants to postpone growing up. He/she wants to remain a child for just a bit longer.



( 58 )

Q. 2. Read the quote given below carefully. Based on your understanding of the poem, explain how and why this 
quote can be applied to the poem. 

                   [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. It is truly said that ‘All grown-ups were once children……… but only a few of them remember it.’ Bringing 

up teenagers is truly challenging and fun. Teens can be rebellious and apparently not headed with a highly 
independent perspective. In such circumstances, felling at them, and nagging them, as done in the poem with 
Amanda, will only make matters worse. Forcing decisions on them only make them detached, as we see in 
Amanda’s case, where she wishes to be the alone mermaid, an orphan, or the lonely Rapunzel. Amanda’s 
condition may be witnessed in every child’s life. When children are told a long list of do’s and don’ts then they 
feel targeted. Then they start comparing their own life with that of the grown-ups around then be it their own 
parents, teachers or kinds. They feel like shutting off their mind from the outside world. But they should always 
remember that whatever the parents or teachers are telling is for their good only. Grown-ups can befriend the 
children but to a certain limits. The habits inculcated in children by their parents will help them in their adult life.

Q. 3. What advice might ”chatterbox” Anne (Frank) have for the quietly imaginative Amanda? Present this as a 
conversation between the two.

 Anne: Gosh! You do run off into some strange worlds, don’t you?
 Amanda: (nods) Well………….. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Anne       :  Gosh! You do run off into some strange worlds, don’t you?
 Amanda  : (Cnods!) Well……………. I do.
 Anne       :  Is there anything wrong with you?
 Amanda  : No, I just want to be left alone. I want to be on my own.
 Anne       :   Are you crazy? Children pine to be with their parents, friends and neighbours ? Think of those 

orphans who have never enjoyed the love of caring mother and loving father.
 Amanda  :  I don’t know. But I don’t like my mom consistently nagging me for my mistakes. I’m fed up of being 

watched by my parents continuously. I want to enjoy my freedom. I’m frequently scolded for eating 
too many chocolates as this may cause pimples.

 Anne       :  I do understand that this constant nagging has made you so sad that now you have even stopped to 
imagine yourself as someone else. But my dear, have faith in your parents. They want you to grow up 
as a responsible adult. They bear a great responsibility. It is their duty to teach you the rules of social 
conduct. I think, you need to talk to them regarding this. 
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Commonly Made Error
  Most of the students failed to identify the poetic devices used in the poem.

  Answering Tip
  A thorough reading of the poem can help the students to write proper answers.

7. ANIMALS

 
Extract-Based Questions 

 Read the following extracts and answer the questions/complete the sentences that follow : 

Q. 1. They bring me tokens of myself, they evince
 them plainly in their possession
 I wonder where they get those tokens,
 Did I pass that way huge times ago and
 negligently drop them ? [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Look at the images given below. Choose the option that does not reflect “tokens” referred to, by Whitman?

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) (i) and (ii) (b) (ii) and (iii)
(c) (i) and (iii) (d) (i) and (iv)

(ii)  How would you describe the tone of the poet?
(i) melancholic, resigned (ii) fanciful, noble
(iii) reflective, idealistic (iv) fearful, gloomy
(a) (i) (b) (ii)
(c) (iii) (d) (iv)

(iii) Imagine you were asked to rename the poem. Column A lists titles of some famous poems.
 Column B justifies how each of these titles may be appropriate for the above extract.
 Choose the option that correctly lists the matching of Column A to Column B.

Column A Column B

I. ‘Paradise Lost’ (i) This title is appropriate as the poet speaks about how man chose 
not take the path of a simple, unaffected life as that of the animals.

II. The Road Not Taken’ (ii) This title is appropriate as this is a commentary on the importance 
of living life by remaining close to our innate nature and qualities.

III. ‘The Deserted Temple’ (iii) This title is appropriate for the given extract as the poem laments 
the loss of a simpler and more harmonious life.

IV. ‘Nature’ (iv) This title is appropriate for the given extract as it reflects how man 
has abandoned his sacred bond of harmony with nature.

(a) I-(i); II-(ii); III - (iii); IV-(iv) (b) I-(ii); II-(iii); III - (iv); IV - (i)
(c) I-(iii); II-(i); III - (iv); IV-(ii) (d) I-(iv); II-(i); III-(ii); IV-(iii)

(iv) The word ‘envince’ means the same as
(a) deactivate. (b) devastate.
(c) deteriorate. (d) demonstrate.

Ans. (i) (c) (i) and (iii)
 (ii) (c) (iii)
 (iii) (c) I-(iii); II-(i); III - (iv); IV-(ii)
 (iv) (d) demonstrate.
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Q. 2. Not one is dissatisfied,
 not one is demented with
 the mania of owning things,
 Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that
 lived thousands of years ago,
 Not one is respectable or unhappy over the whole earth. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) The repetition of “not one” in the given extract signifies the poet’s
(a) effort to create a sense of continuity.
(b) attempt at musicality and rhythm.
(c) sense of disappointment and frustration.
(d) feelings of anger and vengeance.

(ii) Which of the following set of qualities does the poet attribute to animals in the given extract?
(i) discontented, furious, respectful (ii) fearless, materialistic, reputable
(iii) contented, equal, non-acquisitive (iv) happy, self-serving, intelligent
(a) (i) (b) (ii)
(c) (iii) (d) (iv)

(iii) Pick the option that completes the following :
 dementia: demented :: mania: _______________

(a) maniac (b) manically
(c) manical (d) maniacal

(iv) Choose the option that contains a statement which CANNOT be conclusively inferred from the extract.
(a) Man is miserable (b) Man is materialistic.
(c) Man is power-hungry. (d) Man is curious.

(v) Which of the following characterises the poet’s attitude towards animals in the given extract?
(a) admiration (b) nostalgia
(c) jealousy (d) enthusiasm

Ans. (i) (c) sense of disappointment and frustration.
 (ii) (c) (iii)
 (iii) (d) maniacal
 (iv) (d) Man is curious.
 (v) (a) admiration

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1. Does Whitman believe that animals and humans are essentially similar?
     Provide one reason to support your opinion. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. According to the poet, animals and humans are not at all similar. He finds that human lacks many virtues that 

animals have. The animals are calm and contented whereas the men are not.
 Q. 2. How would you evaluate the poet’s opinion on religion? [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The poet says that the humans do not have a clear conscience and weep over their sins throughout the night. 
Their sins and misdeeds don’t allow them to enjoy sound sleep. They simply pretend to be religious. 

Q. 3. A misanthrope is a person who dislikes humankind. Do you think the poet is a misanthrope? Provide a 
rationale to support your response. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Walt Whitman perfectly suits to be a misanthrope because he loves animals and feels that human are losing that 
essence of good values in the rapid process of civilization. He hates them and worries for them. 

 
Short Answer Type Questions (30-40 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1. Whitman’s ode to animals is merely a yearning for a simpler life. Do you agree? Justify your answer. 
[CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. There was a time when both humans and animals possessed noble virtues of love, peace, contentment and 
simplicity. With passage of time, humans gave up all such token of virtues. The road of noble virtues is still 
followed by animals. They remind the poet of those qualities and he yearns of a simpler life.
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 Q. 2. The poet has an exaggerated and idealized perception of animal life. Do you agree? Why/Why not? 
[CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. I don’t think that the poet has exaggerated and idealized the perception of animal life because all the points 
mentioned by him in the poem are true about the animals. He has not fabricated any of it. For example: The 
animals never sweat and whine about their condition. That is so true and real.

Q. 3. In the debate between NATURE and NURTURE, on which side might you find the poet? Support your stance 
with evidence. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. According to me, the poet might be found on the side of NATURE. Because he believed that initially, both 
animals and humans possessed noble qualities. These virtues were natural to them. But later, humans lacked the 
qualities of being respectable, happy contented and peace-loving which is still reflected in animals. 

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-150 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.  Your school is planning an event titled ‘Back to Nature’ for students, and you are part of the student organising 
committee.

 Your teacher chooses ‘Animals’ by Walt Whitman as the underlying theme and inspiration for the event and 
asks you to plan two activities that reflect the essence of the poem.

 Write your ideas and thoughts in two separate paragraphs, to present to your teacher. Justify your choice of 
activities with reference to the poem.

 
 You may begin like this:

Back to Nature Activities
Inspired by -Animals by wait Whitman

 Activity 1 :
 
 Activity 2 :   [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Back to Nature Activities
 Inspired by-Animals by Walt Whitman
 Activity 1:
 It has been a year now, when the whole humanity is in a threat of the pandemic Covid-19. A curious history has 

been created- one that is centered upon accounts of the renewal and  healing of nature. Yes, Nature is healing. 
I am using nature here broadly to include the ‘return’  of nonhuman animals and birds as well as the cleaning 
of air and the reduction of pollution different species of animals are recorded to spaces other wise colonized or 
polluted by humans. When these innocent animals can come back then why can’t we humans do so. We have 
led astray and followed the wrong path of life. We will have to change sides and come back to nature like these 
animals. 

 Activity 2:
 While on morning walk, you spotted an Australian parrot in the park. You were surprised to see that it easily 

befriended the group of Indian parrots and was enjoying. Make a diary entry expressing your feeling on the easy 
going behavior of animals.

 Animals bring love, sympathy, contentment, honesty and innocence. These was a time when both animals and 
birds possessed these virtues. But then humans degraded themselves. While animals still continue leading 
to those noble qualities, humans follow dissatisfaction, unrest, the burden of Sins and misdeeds, greed over 
ambition and arrogance.  

Q. 2.  How can you relate Baloo’s words — “They’ll ruin him. They’ll make a man out of him!”— to the poem 
‘Animals’ by Walt Whitman?
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Ans. Baloo’s word reflect the sheer dislike and hatred for humans as not only Baloo but also many other animals 
in the jungle had very bitter experiences with humans. The poem ‘ Animals’ by Walt Whitman too revolves 
around the theme of loss of humanity among humans. According to the poet, animals are better than humans. 
Humans commit sins, animals don’t, animals don’t care about worldly things while humans do, animals do not 
discriminate while humans do. Animals never discuss their duties to God while humans do. So the poet desires 
that humans should adopt the qualities of animals to become better humans. In fact, he wishes to live with 
animals and experience a life where no one complains. He doesn’t admire how good animals are, but compare 
humans with them in order to focus on the flaws of their natures. 

Q. 3.  Imagine that Walt Whitman and Nelson Mandela are invited to engage in a discussion on the topic - ‘Man’s 
Journey - Vices, Virtues and Vision’. Based on your reading of ‘Animals’ and ‘Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to 
Freedom’, present the similarities and differences in their viewpoints and vision of human beings in the form 
of a conversation.

OR
 Nelson Mandela is more hopeful about human kind than Walt Whitman. Do you agree? Support your opinion 

based on your reading of ‘Animals’ and ‘Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom’. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Nelson Mandela in ‘Long Walk to Freedom’ talked about value of freedom is better known to that human being 

who has not enjoyed it till he gets it. Think about a bird or animals which are caged, as it has the habit of living 
with full freedom. But in the cage, it is not free and its condition very pitiable. Similarly, life becomes hell if we are 
deprived of freedom. If a man is free to do his duties he can produce better results. He believed that oppressed 
and the oppressor both were equally to be blamed. 

  Similarily, Walt Whitman in ‘Animals’ says that humans being are not free. They are bound by many lice greed, 
dissatisfaction, over ambition and arrogance. Animals are far better than humans. Animals still continue walking 
on the path of nobility. Whitman compare humans with animals and keeps animals on a higher rank. They are 
contented, self sufficient, simple and free from confusions and burden of sins and misdeeds. So the poet wants 
to change sides and wants to be a part of the animals world. 

8. THE TREES

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. All night the roots work
 to disengage themselves from the cracks
 in the veranda floor.
 The leaves strain toward the glass
 small twigs stiff with exertion
 long-cramped boughs shuffling under the roof
 like newly discharged patients
 half-dazed, moving
 to the clinic doors. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Choose the option that lists the examples of exertion.
1. Neha had been up all-night keeping accounts and now she’s resting.
2. Swati was running for five miles non-stop last evening.
3. Hemant is watching his favourite show and having snacks.
4. Sachin helped a senior citizen board a flight in the morning.
(a) 1, 2 (b) 2, 3
(c) 3, 4 (d) 1, 4

(ii) Choose the image that represents the main object of the extract literally.

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)
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(iii) Choose the correct option that mentions the correct poetic device against the correct example.

(1) 

simile
long 
cramped 
boughs

metaphor
like newly 
discharged 
patients

 

(2) 

personification
small twigs 
stiff with 
exertion

simile
like newly 
discharged 
patients

(3) 

refrain under the roof

simile
leaves strain 
toward the 
glass

 

(4) 

personification
like newly 
discharged 
patients

simile half-dazed, 
moving

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(iv) Long-cramped and half-dazed are combination of two words joined together to form compound words.
 Choose the option that DOES NOT correctly fit the definition of the same.

1. discharged 2. backstage
3. comeback 4. toward
5. knighthood
(a) 1, 3, 5 (b) 2, 3, 4
(c) 2, 3, 5 (d) 1, 2, 4

(v) Choose the option listing the image that the poem metaphorically represents.

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

Ans. (i) (a) 1, 2
 (ii) (d) Option (iv)
 (iii) (b) Option (2)
 (iv) (c) 2, 3, 5
 (v) (d) Option (iv)
Q. 2. I sit inside, doors open to the veranda
 writing long letters
 in which I scarcely mention the departure
 of the forest from the house.
 The night is fresh, the whole moon shines
 in a sky still open… [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) The poet talks about the house as
(a) a safe sanctuary from predators. (b) a place of confinement.
(c) a representation of family. (d) a concrete alternative to a natural on

(ii) The poet uses the indefinite article for ‘sky’ instead of the definite one. This is so because the poet is 
referring to
(a) the ceiling of the verandah as ‘a sky’ versus the door kept open, being ‘the sky’.
(b) some part of the sky still left open for women to explore, away from limitations set by patriarchal 

norms.
(c) the opportunities symbolized by an open sky outside can be utilized by a single woman.
(d) The portion of the sky bathed in moonlight versus the part that is still dark.

(iii) The extract uses ‘open’ twice, suggesting different meanings. Pick the option that lists the correct 
meanings, respectively.
(a) entry point-vastness
(b) sharing a common space-great view
(c) allowing access and vision-expanse of space
(d) advantage-obstacles ahead.
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(iv) Choose the option that DOES NOT state the meaning of the underlined word. ‘I scarcely mention…’
(a) tactfully (b) hardly
(c) barely (d) only just

(v) Choose the option that correctly depicts the imagery in the last two lines of the extract.

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

Ans. (i) (b) a place of confinement.
 (ii) (b)  some part of the sky still left open for women to explore, away from limitations set by patriarchal 

norms.
 (iii) (c) allowing access and vision-expense of space
 (iv) (a) tactfully
 (v) (c) Option (iii)

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1. In the poem “The Trees”, the poet compares the trees to “newly discharged patients”. Highlight any two 
reasons for the same. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The comparison converges two different aspects: Physical aspect- the trees like woman feel like patients who 
are on the way to recovery and emotional aspect- the optimism of full recovery and excitement of leaving the 
confines. 

Q. 2. The process of “moving out” was tedious for the trees. Support the statement with reference to the poem.
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Every part of the confined trees rise in revolt and struggle hard to free itself. The roots and leaves struggle to 
come out of the glass. Small twigs become hard due to over work and the ling cramped boughs are trying to 
break opera the roof. So ‘moving out’ is tedious for trees.

 Q. 3. The trees have been shown to have human qualities in the poem. Justify the statement with any two 
instances from the text. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Nature represented by trees and forest, is struggling like women to escape itself from the onslaughts of man to 
destroy it. The victorious march of the trees gives a message of hope that nature can’t be tamed or subdued by 
the arrogance of man.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1. Change never comes easy. Justify the quote in the context of the poem “The Trees” [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Change never come easy. But when people come together for a good cause, we can accomplish great things. In 

the same way, each and every part of the tree rises against the slaughtering of men and wage a long and hard 
struggle to liberate themselves from the bondage of man. Ultimately they are victorious. They return to their 
original home where they should be.

Q. 2.   The forest undergoes tremendous transformation overnight. Discuss with reference to the poem “The Trees”
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The roots of these trees are engaged into the cracks of the veranda floor. At night, these roots try to free themselves 
from the cracks. The leaves try to move towards the glass. Twigs become harden and the boughs try to expand 
under the roof.

 Q. 3. The poet uses trees as a symbol for women breaking patriarchal notions. Do you agree? Why/Why not?
 [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Indeed, the poet uses trees as a symbol for women breaking patriarchal notions. In a male dominated society, 

women are in bondage. They are struggling to free themselves. Similarly, nature representing tree and forests, is 
struggling to escape itself form the onslaughts of men to destroy it.
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Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1. Imagine you are a senior journalist covering this event of the trees moving.
 Pen down a 120 words’ submission for the weekly newspaper column titled-‘Change’
 Include a brief account of your observation as well as your opinion.
 You may begin like this:

CHANGE THIS WEEK

 -Sr. correspondent, The U.S. Chronicle
 It was a movement to behold! The trees…(continue) [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Change This Week

Sr. Correspondent, The U.S. Chronicle
 It was a movement to behold! The trees along with their leaves, twigs, bought and roots were struggling hard 

to free themselves. It was a historical movement. Everyone around was perhaps shocked and embarrassed by 
the sudden and unexpected   happenings. It appeared as if every part of the confined trees rose in revolt and 
struggled hard to free itself. The roots and leaves strived to break free. Small twigs become hard due to overwork. 
Long cramped boughs were trying to break open the roof and come out. The confined trees put in artificial glass 
houses wanted to be free. They are shuffling hard to come out in the open. They are suffocated with the limited 
space available. 

  Humans must understand the negative impact of their actions on nature and mend their ways before it is too 
late. Man is doing more and more harm to nature. Nature is getting angry. Man’s existence on this planet is in 
danger. Thus, it become foremost duty of every citizen to work for the protection of the environment.

 Q. 2. Imagine yourself to be the tallest oak among the trees. Write a speech motivating the other trees to work 
hard in order to move out of the veranda into the forest.

 You may use the clue given below-
 The Importance of Working Together
 Dear fellow trees, I see how charged up you all are to move away from the confines of…(continue) 

 [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The Importance of Working Together
 Dear fellow trees,
  I see how charged up you all are to move away from the confines of these artificial glass walls to the forest our 

natural habitat. See outside the night is fresh. The full moon is shining in the open sky. You can feel the mild wind 
blowing as if getting ready to welcome our victorious arrival.

  Come on friends, do not forget that freedom is essential for all. We wanted this freedom since a long time. Now 
that time has come so put in your maximum efforts and come out in the open. We together will break open 
all the natural barriers to contain and subdue nature created by man. We have been deprived of our homes so 
strive to free yourselves from the clutches of man. Your toil won’t go in vain. By morning, we will be marching 
victoriously to the forest. And the forest will be full of trees by morning.

 Q. 3. The poem ‘Trees’ appears to be about trees, environment, deforestation and afforestation. On a deeper level 
we discover that Adrienne Rich is expressing her concerned about women and their emancipation. Elaborate 
with reference to the poem. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. In her poem ‘The Tree’ poetess Adrienne Rich subtly drives home the message about the importance of tree. 
Without trees, the birds would have no place to sit, insects will have no place to hide and the sun would not 
bury its feet in shadow. The trees do not look attractive indoors. The poetess hereby emphasizes that trees need 
to be kept alive, but should not be ‘imprisoned’ inside the house as they look more beautiful and tend to thrive 
outdoors that is where trees belong.

  On the deeper level, we discover that Adrienne Rich her concern about women and their emancipation. The 
liberation of the crushed women is based on the same theme. In a male-dominated society, women are struggling 
to come out of the clutches of men to gain freedom. The victorious march of the trees gives a message of hope 
that mature can’t be tamed or subdued by the onslaughts and arrogance of man.
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9. FOG

 
Extract-Based Question 

Q. 1. The fog comes
 on little cat feet.
 It sits looking
 over harbour and city
 on silent haunches
 and then moves on. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Choose the option with qualities of the cat that Carl Sandburg applies to the fog?
(1) Cats are independent animals, they don’t follow rules, they slip and slide in and out of our lives as 

they please.
(2) Cats are distrustful of strangers and can be jealous and moody.
(3) Cats are stealthy, moving in slow motion at times and they appear to be moving in a mysterious 

fashion.
(4) Cats often communicate with a combination of a distinctive sound and body language.
(5) Cats like to move on at their own pace and before you know it, they’ve disappeared.
(a) Only 1 (b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1, 3 and 5 (d) Only 4

(ii) Which one/s of the following applies to the given lines?
(1) Personification is a literary device where you give an animal, object or natural phenomenon, 

qualities or abilities that only a human can have.
(2) Transferred epithet is a literary device when an adjective usually used to describe one thing is 

transferred to another.
(3) Imagery is the language used by poets, and writers to create visual representation of ideas in the 

minds of the readers.
(4) Oxymoron is a figure of speech in which contradictory terms appear side by side.
(a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 3
(c) Only 1 (d) Only 3

(iii) Pick the option that includes an image of the cat on its haunches.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(iv) Choose the option that DOES NOT list movement of the fog.
(1) It stole in on us like a foot-pad Somewhere out of the sea and air... -E.J.Pratt
(2) A fog drifts in, the heavy-laden Cold white ghost of the sea -Sara Teasdale 
(3) The fog it tricks the eye The wonder of the veil of white Under the clear blue sky. -K.C.Cox
(4) ..comes gliding, rolling in at ground level, pressing its white featureless face against... -R. H. Grenville
(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(v) The poet has used short lines to compose the given poem. Choose the option that lists the most appropriate 
explanation for the same.
(a) By keeping the lines short, the poet keeps the liberty in stepping away from rule, traditional form, 

logic, or fact, in order to produce a desired effect.
(b) By keeping the lines short, the poet wants the reader to omit some parts of a sentence, which gives the 

reader a chance to fill the gaps while reading it out.
(c) By keeping the lines short, the poet wants to introduce ambiguity or contradiction into an otherwise 

straightforward sentence.
(d) By keeping the lines short, the poet is controlling the pace to make the reader slow down thereby 

reflecting the slow rolling in of the fog.
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Ans. (i) (c) 1, 3 and 5
 (ii) (d)  Only 3
 (iii) (b) Option (2)
 (iv) (c) Option (3)
 (v) (d)  By keeping the lines short, the poet is controlling the pace to make the reader slow down thereby 

reflecting the slow rolling in of the fog.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1. Stealth is an important aspect of fog. State any two instances from the poem “Fog” that suggest the same.
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The poet says a cat does not make a sound when it walks so also is the fog. But its presence is apparent. The way 
the fog sits is very much like a cat sitting on its house less, looking here and there.

 Q. 2. Highlight any two characteristics of fog from its description in the poem and justify your choice of 
characteristics briefly. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The silent arrival of the fog is like a little cat. The fog stays there sitting like a cat on its haunches. The fog appears 
unseen and suddenly and engulf everything underneath it.

Q. 3.    Is the fog portrayed as a resident of the city or as an outsider? Support your answer with two such references 
from the poem “Fog”. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Just like on outside, the fog’s arrival is unpredictable. It is quite and agile, always ready to move on like a stranger 
the fog come- discreet, stealthy and slow, awaiting its turn.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1. Would you describe the role of the fog as active or passive? Support your answer with reference to the poem 
“Fog”. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. I would describe the role of the fog as passive one. The fog is compared to a cat that likes to sit on window edges 
and look outside. The fog too sits silently for a while and then moves on.

Q. 2.   Why does the poet use the phrase “silent haunches”? Substantiate your answer with reference to the poem 
“Fog”. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The fog enters silently like a small cat. Then, it sits there for a while overlooking and engulfing the harbour. It 
continues sitting silently there for a while as a cat on its haunches and moves ahead. The phrase silent haunches 
helps the readers to create mind pictures, hence is good example of imagery.

 Q. 3. Comment, in detail, on the significance of the closing phrase of the poem-“moves on”.
 [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The fog like a cat keeps on lying for hour. It keeps on overlooking the harbour and the city below. The atmosphere 

around is filled with silence and mystery and then like a stalking cat, it moves on. It disappears silently unnoticed.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.   In the poem “Fog”, the poet features the fog as animated. If you had to write a similar poem for one other 
natural phenomenon, which animal would you use to convey the characteristics of that particular phenomena? 
Justify, in detail, your choice of animal corresponding to it by bringing out similarities. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The poem ‘Fog’ describes the advancement of fog toward the city and harbour. He says the fog comes like a cat 
comes on its little feet. This means the fog advances towards the city very slowly and calmly just like a cat. It 
enters our home in an unpredictable manner.

 Similarly, the zig zag movement of the flowing river can be compared to the zig zag movement of a snake. Just 
like the river water never flows in a straight manner in the same way the snake can never walk straight. Its 
movement is graceful and beautiful. Many poets have described the wavy motion of the snake with that of the 
wavy water.

Q. 2.   Do you agree with the poet’s comparison of fog to a cat or do you feel some other image would have done 
justice to the poem?

 Justify your answer by substantiating your claims with examples.
OR

 The poet beautifully compares the fog to a cat. Choose any two animals from ‘How to Tell Wild Animals’ that 
do not have qualities that can be drawn out to be compared with a fog. [CBSE QB, 2021]
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Ans. In the poem ‘Fog’ the poet Carl Sandburg compares the fog with the cat which enters our home in an unpredictable 
manner. Next he says that the fog sits over the whole of the city as a cat sits silently by folding her logs behind 
itself and looks around the nearby places and thinks. Similarly, it seems that the fog silently covers the city but 
later leaves it unnoticed.

 ‘How Tell Wild Animals’ that do not have qualities that can be drawn out to be compared with a fog are the Asian 
Lion and the Bear. Both of these animals have a huge and terrible built. There presence can never be unnoticed. 
One can notice them from a far distance Moreover, the loud roar of the Asian Lion and the black color the Bear 
can easily attract everyone’s attention. 

Commonly Made Error
  Most of the students do not understand the underlying meaning of the poem which the poet wishes to convey.

  Answering Tip

  A students are advised to read the poem thoroughly and understanding the relation between the fog and the cat.

qqq

10. THE TALE OF CUSTARD, THE DRAGON

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. “Ink trickled down to the bottom of the household,
 And little mouse Blink strategically mouse holed.
 But up jumped Custard, snorting like an engine,
 Clashed his tail like irons in a dungeon,
 With a clatter and a clank and a jangling squirm,
 He went at the pirate like a robin at a worm” [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Which option lists the quotes that support the ideas in the extract?
(1) Fear makes strangers of people who would be friends.
(2) If you’re brave enough to start, you’re strong enough to finish.
(3) Courage doesn’t mean you don’t get afraid. Courage means you don’t let fear stop you.
(4) You get in life what you have the courage to ask for
(5) Fear has a large shadow, but he himself is strong.
(a) 1 and 5 (b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,3 and 5

(ii) What is the poet’s purpose of using the onomatopoeic words given in the extract?
(a) It is to emphasize on the might and boldness of Custard.
(b) It is to introduce the character Custard to the readers.
(c) It is to impress upon the readers that Custard was ready.
(d) It is to make Custard bold enough to face the situation.

(iii) Pick an option that best fits the usage of the word’ trickled’ as used in the extract.
(a) The water trickled down the tap and filled the trough.
(b) Students trickled into the classroom as the teacher entered.
(c) Tears trickled down her cheeks as she heard the sad news.
(d) His enthusiasm for the task slowly trickled away.

(iv) Select the option that fits with the reaction of the characters in the context of the extract.
Ink: terrified : : Blink : (i) __________________
Pirate: (ii) ______________:: Custard: undaunted
(a) (i) shocked (ii) displeased (b) (i) petrified (ii) wondered
(c) (i) upset (ii) dazed (d) (i) petrified (ii) shocked

(v) ‘He went at the pirate like a robin at a worm. Why has this comparison been used here?
 Just like the robin catches the worm,

(a) Custard attacked the pirate after careful observation.
(b) Custard attacked the pirate without delay.
(c) Custard attacked the pirate valourously.
(d) Custard attacked the pirate stealthily.
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Ans. (i) (c) 2 and 3
 (ii) (a) It is to emphasize on the might and boldness of Custard.
 (iii) (b) Students trickled into the classroom as the teacher entered.
 (iv) (d) (i) petrified (ii) shocked
 (v) (b) Custard attacked the pirate without delay.
Q. 2. Belinda giggled till she shook the house,
 And Blink said Weeck! which is giggling for a mouse,
 Ink and Mustard rudely asked his age,
 When Custard cried for a nice safe cage.
 Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty sound,
 And Mustard growled, and they all looked around. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) What can you infer from the repetition ‘suddenly, suddenly’ in the above extract?
(a) There was an immediate change in the scene.
(b) It focuses on the hasty attack and the loud noise.
(c) It emphasises that an unexpected noise was heard.
(d) It draws our attention to the loud cry that occurred.

(ii) A cage means captivity. Why is Custard inclined to remain in a cage despite what it symbolises?
 This is so because he viewed it as a

(1) sanctuary (2) guardhouse
(3) cubicle (4) refuge
(5) booth
(a) 1, 2 & 5 (b) 1 & 4
(c) 3, 4 & 5 (d) 3 & 5

(iii) Why has the poet used the word ‘weeck’ to signify the giggling of the mouse?
 The poet

(a) uses it to add suspense in the poem.
(b) has imagined how the mouse would sound in this mood.
(c) has mocked at the mouse for giggling at Custard.
(d) uses it to create a scary effect for readers.

(iv) Pick the option with the correct matches for columns A and B.

A B

Word Meaning

1. chuckle A. to smile in a half-suppressed mocking way.

2. snigger B. to smile in an irritating, conceited manner.

3. smirk C. to let out a quiet and suppressed laugh.

D. to let out a laugh heartily and loudly.

(a) 1- D, 2-A, 3-C (b) 1-C, 2-A, 3-B
(c) 1-B, 2-D, 3-C (d) 1-A, 2-C, 3-D

(v) Which belief about dragons is in contrast to Custard’s behaviour in the extract.
(a) Dragons are brave and feared.
(b) Dragons can grant wishes.
(c) Dragons can become invisible at will.
(d) Dragons are soft-hearted and kind.

Ans. (i) (c) It emphasises that an unexpected noise was heard.
 (ii) (b) 1 & 4
 (iii) (b) has imagined how the mouse would sound in this mood.
 (iv) (b) 1-C, 2-A, 3-B
 (v) (a) Dragons are brave and feared.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.  Custard humbly accepts that other animals are braver than him.
 Give a reason to support your stance that humility is a virtue worth possessing. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Custard was actually very humble. He had a very low opinion of himself. Belinda and other animals pretended 

to be brave and inject mocked at custard. But on seeing the pirate they behaved in a cowardly way.
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Q. 2.  The usage of words like ‘realio trulio’ creates a wonderful poetic effect. How ? [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The poet Ogden Nash is remembered for his ‘non-sense poetry’. The poem is full of rhyming words like ‘realio 

trulio’ which create wonderful rhyme in the poem.
 Q. 3. Why is it fair to say that Custard could be the ‘poster-boy’ for the belief that the real nature of a person is 

revealed at times of the greatest difficulty? [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Custard, the dragon, was the only one who was actually brave. The others were all cowards. They disappeared 

when they saw the pirate. But the dragon faced him bravely and swallowed him up.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1.  Belinda shares a post on Instagram with the following hashtags.
 #Ink#Blink#Mustard#Bravehearts#My family#My world#
 She doesn’t mention Custard in her post.
 As a friend of Belinda, what would be your advice to her and why? [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. As a friend, I would advice Belinda to be nice to custard. She should have made him feel comfortable and safe in 

the house and also give him equal importance instead of making fun of him. Because those who are inferior in 
strength and power should have no right to haunt and ridicule others. 

 Q. 2. The poem is a light-hearted ballad with a powerful message. If the poem was written in any other style, do 
you think it would have created the same effect on readers? Justify your response with reason(s). 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Generally, ballads are tales of adventures and heroism. In the poem , the poet does present the encounter of 
clustered and the pirate in a typical spirit of a ballad . Hence, no other style would have created the same effect 
on readers other than a ballad.

 Q. 3. Imagine that Custard writes a blog on ‘Overcoming fears’.
 A part of the blog focuses on ways to overcome the fears within.
 As Custard, write this part of the blog.
 You may proceed like this :
 While we agree that fear is like a big monster that resides within us. This monster shall continue to overpower 

us if we do not overpower it. To begin with, …… [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. ....... To begin with the best thing to do is to examine the reasons behind the fears, ask yourself it is a caution or 

irrational fear and focus on the positive. All fears are worse when we face them alone. So find someone to share 
your fears with. Finally, face your fears. Accept failure as a part of life and get through it and over it.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1. Custard was discriminated against, bullied and made fun of.
 Such behaviour often has a disastrous impact on the victims and etches a permanent scar on their minds.
 Write opinions of Wanda and Mandela on this issue.
 Wanda: In my personal opinion, ……………………………….(continue)
 Nelson Mandela: I strongly believe that…………………….(continue) [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Wanda: In my personal opinion, a person who is bullied regularly or has been bullied before, suffers huge 

mental trauma and physical trauma. Some people lose their mental steadiness due to these bullies. They also 
lose their confidence after getting bullies. They also lose their confidence after getting bullied either temporarily 
or permanently. Moreover, if the person who is bullying other people succeeds in doing so, then he will get 
confident and continue bullying people. Such cases should be reported immediately. 

 Nelson Mandela: I strongly believe that the people who are victim of bullying learn to handle these situations 
independently if they receive proper assistance. Therefore, a person should be taught to retaliate against the 
bully, and at the same time, they should be taught not to bully on the weaker people to show them the power. 
The oppressor should not suppress, and the victim should protest against this.

Q. 2. Being impressed by Custard’s feat, the young seagull’s sister wrote a letter to Custard seeking advice on 
addressing the situation with her young brother. Write Custard’s response to this letter. Base the advice from 
his experiences.

 You may begin like this:

  Dear Ms. Seagull
  Thank you for seeking me out. I’m humbled. Based on my limited experiences, I feel…

 [CBSE QB, 2021]
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Ans. Dear Ms. Seagull. 
 Thank you for seeking me out. I’m humbled. Based on my limited  experience, I feel that being is the defining 

characteristic of an unpretentious and modest person, someone who does not think that he or she is better 
or more important than others. The opposite of humility is pride. Humility means peace and harmony. Each 
person must look into their heart and make changes so that you may become humble when you reach your 
destination. Humility is the basis of true love. It is an essential attitude for success in life. pride makes us artificial 
and humility makes us real. It gives ground to fulfillment and opportunity for one’s true intent to branch out. 
Just remember the words of swami Vivekananda. Be yourself, the greatest religion is to be true to your nature. 
Have faith in yourself. 

 Q. 3. Custard though mocked for his cowardice, displayed courage and was the one who saved the day in the 
end.

 Pick a character from any of the units (lessons/poems) in First Flight, who displayed similar characteristics, 
like Custard and overcame a troubling issue?

 What similarities and differences do you find between the character and Custard? [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Custard, the dragon is portrayed as a timid dragon. He is also a humble dragon, pure in character. He never 

boasted about his bravery. Courage can be measured at the time of serious situation. And custard proved that he 
was the most courageous among all by not running away from the danger.

 According to me, the similar characteristics, like Custard can be seen in Wanda Petronski from the chapter ‘The 
Hundred Dresses’ written by EL Bsor Ester Wanda was very shy and quite. She did not talk to anyone and 
hardly spoke anything in class or laughed. She quietly Sat in the last raw of the class with naughty boys so that 
nobody noticed her. Everybody teased her in class for her dress and shoes everyday. In anger, she claimed of 
having a hundred dresses and six pairs of shoes at hours. She was very determined and humble. She showed 
her determination in drawing competitions by displaying a hundred sketches of dresses. She claimed to own. 
She possessed a great capacity for forgiveness and extending friendship. She, too, overcame a troubling issue 
like Custard, the dragon with humility.

Commonly Made Error

  Many students got confused while mentioning the names of Belinda’s pets. As a result they did not mention their 
names in their answers.

  Answering Tip
  Attentive reading can help the students to write creative and authentic answers.

11. FOR ANNE GREGORY

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. ‘‘I heard an old religious man
 But yesternight declare
 That only God, my dear,
 Could love you for yourself alone
 And not your yellow hair.’’ [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) ‘yesternight’ is a word made of combination of two words to form a new word.
 Hence, it is a compound word.
 Choose the words that DO NOT fit the description.

4. fall
5. out
6. moon

yester night
1. day
2. month
3. year

(a) 3, 4 (b) 2, 6
(c) 3, 5 (d) 1, 4

(ii) Choose the option that lists the person who correctly wrote a quote best representing the central idea of 
the given stanza.

 Choose the correct option out of the ones given below.

Harpreet Manav Joel Nawaz

You can never meet 
your potential until 
you truly learn to 
love yourself.

Never apologize 
for being yourself.

God loves you 
unconditionally, 
as you are and not 
as you should be.

Your time is limit-
ed so don’t waste 
it living someone 
else’s life.
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(a) Harpreet (b) Manav
(c) Joel (d) Nawaz

(iii) The above stanza strongly defies the idea of ___________ .
(a) internal qualities (b) external beauty
(c) spiritual self (d) divinity

(iv) Choose the option that displays the likely image of the man mentioned in the extract.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) option 1 (b) option 2
(c) option 3 (d) option 4

(v) Choose the phrase that best represents, ‘love you for yourself alone”.
(a) Unconditional love (b) Unseemly love
(c) Unrequited love (d) Understated love

Ans. (i) (b) 2, 6
 (ii) (c) Joel
 (iii) (b) external beauty
 (iv) (c) option 3
 (v) (a) Unconditional love
Q. 2. But I can get a hair-dye
 And set such colour there,
 Brown, or black, or carrot,
 That young men in despair
 May love me for myself alone
 And not my yellow hair. [CBSE QB, 2021] (5×1=5)

(i) Given below are the tag lines of four hypothetical brands. Choose the correct option that fits the best 
with the first three lines of the given stanza.

LITE LIFE
Food that makes you light.

GET SET
My home. My gym.

LOOK BOOK
No game over, get makeover.

PLANET FOOD
Eat! Eat! Eat! Repeat!

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(ii) The form of the given stanza is a part of
(a) an agreement. (b) a disapproval.
(c) an engagement. (d) an argument

(iii) Choose the option that describes a situation of ‘despair’ as mentioned in the extract.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Worked very hard 
and got selected in 
the audition for the 
dance. competition.

Worked very hard and 
was once again, for 
the 3rd time, unable 
to get selected in the 
audition for the dance 
competition.

Worked very hard for 
the dance competition 
audition. My best 
friend got selected but 
I didn’t.

Worked very hard to get 
selected in the audition 
for the dance competition, 
but the auditions got 
postponed.

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(iv) Read the statements 1 and 2 given below and choose the option that correctly assesses these statements.
1 – The speaker wants to change her hair colour so that it may appeal to young men.
2 – The speaker’s appearance due to her gorgeous yellow hair is largely the reason young men hope to 

get her attention.
(a) 1 is false, 2 is true and clearly inferred from the poem.
(b) 1 is true, 2 cannot be clearly inferred from the poem.
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(c) 1 cannot be clearly inferred from the poem, 2 is false.
(d) 1 is true and can be inferred from the poem, 2 is false.

(v) Choose the product that best shows what Anne would invest in, to ensure that young men love her for 
herself and not her hair.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

Ans. (i) (c) Option (3)
 (ii) (d) an argument
 (iii) (b) Option (2)
 (iv) (a) 1 is false, 2 is true and clearly inferred from the poem.
 (v) (d) Option (4)

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.  Describe the method Anne Gregory suggested in order to prove that she is loved for who she is. 
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Anne suggests that she can get her hair dyed and colour it brown, black or red so that young men would love 
her for herself and not for having golden hair.

 Q. 2. Highlight the central theme of the poem “For Anne Gregory”. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The central theme of the poem is that physical beauty may be important for young men or human beings. But 

God does not love human beings for their physical beauty.
 Q. 3. How would you, as a young adult of your times, title this poem. Give a reason for your choice. 

 [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. As a young adult of present times, I would like to tittle this peom as ‘God’s True Love’ because God loves a person 

not for his or her physical qualities. But, He loves them for their inner qualities.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. The “yellow hair” is a symbol in the poem. Briefly support the statement with reference to the poem “For 
Anne Gregory”. [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. The ‘yellow hair ’ is a symbol of outward physical beauty which is temporary. Shallow minded people adore only 
physical beauty we should look for spiritual beauty before falling in love with a lady. Physical beauty is just skin-
deep and is momentary.

 Q. 2. Expound on any two ways in which Anne Gregory could practically put the poet persona’s advice to use.
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Firstly, Anne can dye her beautiful blonde hair the way she likes - brown, black, carrot or yellow. Secondly, 
instead of looking after her physical appearance and taking care of her outward appearance Anne can nurture 
her soul with spiritual care by devoting her self in God’s will.

 Q. 3. Evaluate the poem in the context of the given quote.
 “If only our eyes saw souls instead of bodies, how very different our ideals of beauty would be.”
 You may begin like this:
 The poet shares that God loves us unconditionally, for who we are and not our appearance.
 This quote…………………(continue)……………… [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. The poet shares that God loves us unconditionally, for who we are and not our appearance. This quote is 

absolutely true. People are not objects. Appearances may be deceptive. A person should be liked and loved for 
being himself or herself. Outwards appearance do tempt and dazzle us but it is temporary and often brings us 
dejection and gloom.
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Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Imagine Anne Gregory grows up to be a motivational speaker. As Anne Gregory, write a short speech on 
the importance of loving oneself.

 You may begin this way:
 Dear friends
 The importance of believing in oneself can never be overstated. It becomes most important, therefore, to love 

oneself. I learnt this, as a young teen, the day a poet pointed out that…… (continue) ……… [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. Dear friends
 The importance of believing in oneself can never be overstated. It becomes most important, therefore, to love 

oneself. I learnt this, as a young teen, the day a poet pointed out that this is a world of pomp and show. Things 
and people are often like and loved not because of their merit but because of their external appearances. There 
are many who love Anne Gregory only for her yellow hair. However, Anne doesn’t like to be loved this way. 
If her lover likes her only for her beautiful hair, she won’t accept him. She should be loved for ‘herself alone. 
When you love all that you are, unconditionally life reflects that back to you. When you create a happy, loving 
environment to flourish in.

 Q. 2. Just as a love for outer appearances is not true love, love for the sake of money is not true love either.
 Pen down a dialogue exchange between Anne Gregory and any character from “The Proposal” where Anne tries 

to explain how loving others simply for who they are is the most important virtue that everyone must possess.
 [CBSE QB, 2021]

Ans. Anne : Dear loving others simply for who they are is the most important virtue that everyone must possess. 
When we lose sight of what’s most important - loving one unconditionally - We lose sight of our goals and 
dreams and being happy and healthy.

 Lomov : But, I can’t agree with you. Money is motivation. You can pun a smile on the people around you. 
Without money you can’t do that. If one is not reach then he is at a risk of getting depressed. His social reputation  
is at risk to. Money is a barrier from being happy to being sad. Money is more important than love.

 Anne : I can’t believe it. I strongly feel that money can never bring happiness. One can buy an expensive bed 
with money bit sound sleep can’t be bought. Love can do it.

 Ultimately, to live a fulfilling and happy life’s first and foremost, requires that you love all that you are and trust 
that life love you in return.

 Q. 3. Imagine the poem were written for Anne Gregory’s brother, Miller Gregory.
 (a) Would that poem be different from the original poem? If so, highlight the differences it would have.
 (b) Pen down the advice, you think the poet persona would have given to Miller Gregory. [CBSE QB, 2021]
Ans. (a)  Females are considered more beautiful, delicate and praise worthy than males. So if the poem were written 

for Anne Gregory’s brother, Miller Gregory then it would be absolutely different from the original poem. 
Then instead of describing the physical beauty of Miller Gregory, perhaps the poet might have talked about 
his chivalry or courage.

 (b)  Perhaps, the poet would have advised Miller Gregory to praise the inner qualities of his lady love instead 
of seeking for physical beauty. The poet would have suggested him to not get attracted by the outward 
appearance. It do tempt and dazzle us but he should know that it is temporary and deceptive. Only God can 
love a person for ‘himself of herself alone’.

Supplementary Reader :
Footprints Without Feet

1. A TRIUMPH OF SURGERY

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. The entire staff was roused and maids rushed in and out bringing his day bed, his night bed, favourite cushions, 
toys and rubber rings, breakfast bowl, lunch bowl, supper bowl. Realising that my car would never hold all the 
stuff, I started to drive away. As I moved off, Mrs. Pumphrey, with a despairing cry, threw an armful of the little 
coats through the window. I looked in the mirror before I turned the corner of the drive; everybody was in tears. 
Out on the road, I glanced down at the pathetic little animal gasping on the seat by my side. I patted the head 
and Tricki made a brave effort to wag his tail. “Poor old lad,” I said. “You haven’t a kick in you but I think I know 
a cure for you.” [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
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(i) What might the atmosphere of the household in the above extract signify?
(a) Mrs. Pumphrey’s status in society reflected in Tricki’s lifestyle.
(b) The staff’s love for Tricki, which matched that of Mrs. Pumphrey
(c) The grand life of comforts and luxuries that Tricki enjoyed.
(d) Mrs. Pumphrey’s indulgence and anxiety acted upon by the staff.

(ii) Given below are emotions reflecting various expressions and reactions. Choose the option that correctly 
describes the narrator’s mindset in the given extract.

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)

(a) Options (i) and (iii) (b) Options (ii) and (iv)
(c) Options (iii) and (v) (d) Options (ii) and (v)

(iii)  Given below are some well-known quotes shared by the staff to console Mrs. Pumphrey, after Tricki’s 
departure. Choose the option that correctly identifies the quote that IS NOT appropriate to the consolation 
offered.

 (i) (ii) (iii)  (iv)
(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(iv) As the extract indicates, Mrs. Pumphrey indulged Tricki and bought him many things. Choose the 
option that best describes the kinds of advertisement/s that seem likely to persuade Mrs. Pumphrey to 
buy something for Tricki.
(i) Statistics Appeal – Such advertisements use facts and data to convince consumers to buy products.
(ii) Scarcity Appeal – Such advertisements create a feeling of exclusivity and are often used to convince 

people to take advantage of a sale or limited period offer.
(iii) Personal Appeal – Such advertisements focus on evoking emotions to convince consumers and often 

relate to family or other inter-personal interactions.
(iv) Fear Appeal – Such advertisements focus on inspiring some kind of fear to convince consumers to 

take action in order to avoid certain negative or undesirable consequences.
(a) Options (i), (ii) and (iv) (b) Options (iii) and (iv)
(c) Options (i), (iii) and (iv) (d) Option (ii) only

(v) The narrator describes Tricki as a “pathetic little animal”. The use of the word ‘pathetic’ indicates that 
the narrator
(a) was very fond of Tricki.
(b) thought Tricki was contemptible.
(c) pitied Tricki’s condition.
(d) believed Tricki’s health was deteriorating.

Ans. (i) (d) Mrs. Pumphrey’s indulgence and anxiety acted upon by the staff.
 (ii) (b) Options (ii) and (iv)
 (iii) (d) Option (iv)
 (iv) (b) Options (iii) and (iv)
 (v) (c) pitied Tricki’s condition.
Q. 2. He discovered the joys of being bowled over, tramped on and squashed every few minutes. He became an 

accepted member of the gang, an unlikely, silky little object among the shaggy crew, fighting like a tiger for 
his share at meal times and hunting rats in the old henhouse at night. He had never had such a time in his life. 
All the while, Mrs. Pumphrey hovered anxiously in the background, ringing a dozen times a day for the latest  
bulletins. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Read the following statements, each of which describes the gist of the given extract.
 Select the option that captures the essence of the extract correctly.
 Statement I – It highlights the kind of comforts and luxuries that Tricki was used to at home.
 Statement II – It brings out a contrast between Tricki and Mrs. Pumphrey’s state of being.
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 Statement III – It reflects that Tricki was happier at the surgery, and loved being with other dogs.
 Statement IV – It shows Tricki’s journey with his peers at the surgery, and documents his recovery.

(a) Statements I and II (b) Statements III and IV
(c) Statements I and III (d) Statements II and IV

(ii) What does the reference to Tricki as a “silky little object” signify?
(a) Tricki was a very small and rather pampered dog.
(b) Tricki was comfortably attired in fine silks and warm coats.
(c) Unlike the other dogs, Tricki had lived in the lap of luxury with care and grooming.
(d) The narrator’s mockery of Tricki’s life and treatment with Mrs. Pumphrey.

(iii) Why does the narrator describe being “tramped on and squashed” as joys?
(a) To suggest the irony about the strange ways of dogs.
(b) To mention the simple pleasures of canine life.
(c) To compare it to Tricki’s earlier play-time at the house.
(d) To direct attention towards Tricki’s successful recovery.

(iv) “All the while, Mrs. Pumphrey hovered anxiously in the background”.
 Given below are different types of pet parenting styles described in Country Living, an e-magazine.
 Choose the option that best reflects the kind of pet owner Mrs. Pumphrey was.

(i) Traffic Light pet owners have a healthy balance of rules and freedom and give clear and consistent 
signals for ‘yes’ and ‘no’.

(ii) Entranced pet owners have the best intentions, but as soon as their pet locks eyes with them and 
gives their command, they are at their pet’s beck and call.

(iii) The Goose pet owners go all-out in protecting their pet. They often limit their time away from their 
pet, especially puppies.

(iv) The Baggage Handler pet owners love being close to their pets and going on adventures together. 
They are always mindful of the pet’s comfort and security.

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(v) Pick the option that reveals Tricki’s characteristics in the context of ‘fighting like a tiger for his share at 
meal times and hunting rats in the old henhouse at night.’
(1) selfish (2) happy
(3) greedy (4) confident
(5) sturdy (6) cruel
(a) 2, 4 and 5 (b) Only 2
(c) 1 and 5 (d) 3, 4 and 6

Ans. (i) (d) Statements II and IV
 (ii) (c) Unlike the other dogs, Tricki had lived in the lap of luxury with care and grooming.
 (iii) (b) To mention the simple pleasures of canine life.
 (iv) (b) Option (ii)
 (v) (d) 3, 4 and 6

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. What do you think would happen to Tricki after he went back to Mrs. Pumphrey? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. After he went back to Mrs. Pumphrey, Tricki was very happy. As a result, Mrs. Pumphrey must have taken 

good care of the dog and must not have overfed it. So that Tricki must would stay as healthy as at the 
end of the story.

 Q. 2. “I was really worried about Tricki this time.” Comment on the writer’s choice of beginning the story in 
this manner. What purpose does it serve? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The above line shows the narrator’s concern about Tricki when the narrator saw the dog after a long time 
he was really in bad health. And when he asked Mrs. Pumphrey about his diet and exercises, she made 
excuses and was not following it.

 Q. 3. Do you think the narrator’s decision to not reveal the actual treatment to Mrs. Pumphrey was unprofessional? 
Justify your stance. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. No, the narrator was not all unprofessional rather he was highly practical. He knew every well that it would 
be very difficult for Mrs. Pumphrey to hear about Tricki’s treatment at the hospital. At the same time, it 
was necessary to save Tricki.
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Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. According to a popular quote— Where there is no struggle, there is no strength.
  In what way is this quote relevant to the events of the story? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Strength gets accumulated after facing struggles in one’s life. If the person does not face any challenges in 

his life, he will remain weak forever. In the same way, when Mrs. Pumphrey had to stay away for a long 
time, she understood true worth of Tricki and good health for him.

 Q. 2. ‘Privilege often confuses actual needs for perceived ones.’ Evaluate this statement with reference to Mrs. 
Pumphrey. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Mrs. Pumphrey loved her dog too much. She treated him like her own son. She could never refuse to 
give Tricki whatever he demanded for. In fact, she herself hade made assumptions about Tricki’s likes and 
dislikes so she couldn’t understand that Tricki needed controlled diet rather that sweets and drinks.

 Q. 3. Imagine Mrs. Pumphrey came to know how Tricki was actually treated.
  Write a brief note to the narrator on her behalf.
  You may begin this way:
  Dear Mr. Herriot
  I recently met Mrs. Mallard when she brought her Pixie to visit dear Tricki. I spoke to her about the 

great triumph of surgery that had brought him back to me. Imagine my surprise when she told me how 
mistaken I was! I am writing to you to share……(continue)……... [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. ……………. I am writing to you to share my feelings regarding Tricki’s recovery. When dear Tricki came 
back from the hospital, he was transformed into a flexible, hard muscled animal. He was stretching out 
in great bounds. But, I was really left heart broken when Mrs. Mallard informed me that Tricki was given 
no food for two days. Any ways, I must thank you Dr. Herriot for doing what was needful for Tricki and 
curing him.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Imagine that one of Mr. Herriot’s partners can understand the language of dogs and listens to Tricki on 
his last night with them

  (a) What might Tricki share about his experience?
  (b) How would he evaluate it in comparison to his home experience? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. (a)  I am sad to leave you people and go back to Mrs. Pumphrey’s house. It’s not that I don’t love here. I 

really love her a lot and also care for her affection and care. But I miss the company which I got her 
There I keep lying on my couch and keep eating the delicacies which are provided to me. I long for 
my friends. I too want to run, play and exercise like them. This is the reason I’m unwilling to go back 
to Mrs. Pumphrey’s house.

  (b)  I received great care here in the hospital. The first two days I miss the food that I got in my house. 
But I actually, felt lighter the third day. I loved joining my friends and their friendly barking, fighting 
with them for share of food and hunting rats at might. You know, food, good bedding and best care 
can never replace the feeling of freedom that I experienced here in the hospital.

 Q. 2. Mrs. Pumphrey and Dr. Herriot have been invited to speak at a community pet adoption drive.
  There were some differences in Mrs. Pumphrey and Dr. Herriot’s notions of responsibility and experiences 

of keeping a pet.
  As a reporter for the local pet magazine, write an article recording and comparing their perspectives. 

Don’t forget to give it an interesting title. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Responsible pet ownership
  Owing a pet is a privilege, but the benefit of pet ownership come with responsibilities. Pets bring companionship, 

personality and humor in the household. Having a pet shows you responsible because they need full time 
and care. Animals, too, need food, shelter, attention and love just the ways humans do. Coming home 
every day to the wagging tail and happy pet after a long day is an awesome feeling. Your pet senses if you 
are sad, happy or just need to be comforted. In the same way, it is our responsibility as the pet owner to 
take care of the physical, mental and emotional health of our pets. Only feeding them with delicacies and 
providing them comfortable bed is not enough. Time to time medical consultation is very much important. 
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Not only this, but the doctors advise also needs to be followed strictly. But the emotional and mental health 
of our pets is as important as their physical health. Becoming responsible, compassionate and having full 
time protection are the three positive outcomes of owning a pet. Many positive experiences are to be had 
in being a pet owner. 

 Q. 3. Imagine that Walt Whitman shares his poem ‘Animals’ in response to Dr. Herriot’s narration of Tricki’s 
story.

  Dr. Herriot reflects on the poem and his experience with Tricki and Mrs. Pumphrey, draws a connection 
between them and records his thoughts in his diary.

  Write the diary entry as Dr. Herriot.
  You may begin this way:
  12 May 1950, Friday 9.30 pm
  Walt’s poem has compelled me to think again about my experience with Tricki and Mrs. Pumphrey. All 

those materialistic playthings …. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. 12 May, 1950, Friday
  Walt’s poem Animals has compelled me to think again about my experience with Tricki and Mrs. Pumphrey. 

All those materialistic playthings and uncontrolled fool couldn’t help Tricki to retain his health. When Mrs. 
Pumphrey found the Tricki was no more active and energetic, she tried to give more nutrients in his food to 
make him more energetic. But she was not giving him exercises. In fact, Tricki was not suffering from any 
disease. Poor animal couldn’t resist to eat food and used to have meal at any hour of the day or night. As 
a result, he had become glutton. But he didn’t complain about his condition. Nor did he complain when 
he was kept starving for two days in my hospital.

  The same wonderful and insightful message has been given by Walt Whitman in his poem Animals. He 
says animals are for more content and wiser than the humans. They are calm, placid and self-contained.

Commonly Made Error
  Students keep on rambling and do not write the required points in the answer.

  Answering Tip
  Students must focus on the points that are to be written in the answer.

2. THE THIEF’S STORY

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. Anil was watching a wrestling match when I approached him. He was about 25- a tall, lean fellow – and he 
looked easy-going, kind and simple enough for my purpose. I hadn’t had much luck of late and thought I might 
be able to get into the young man’s confidence. ‘You look a bit of a wrestler yourself,” I said. A little flattery helps 
in making friends. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) According to the extract, the young boy was watching the wrestling match because he

(a) had been invited there by the wrestlers.
(b) was supposed to meet someone there.
(c) was looking for simple people to dupe.
(d) loved wrestling and followed it very closely.

(ii) ‘I hadn’t had much luck of late’ means that the boy hadn’t
(a) ever conned people successfully.
(b) been successful in duping people lately.
(c) understood the consequences of thievery till date.
(d) considered the role of fate in deceiving others.

(iii) ‘I might be able to get into the young man’s confidence.’
 Choose the option that DOES NOT display what the statement means.

(a) He wanted to win his trust.
b) He wanted him to share his thoughts without caution.
(c) He wanted him to feel comfortable revealing more details about himself.
(d) He wanted to be able to spend quality time with him.



( 79 )

(iv) Anil looked easy-going, kind and simple to the narrator.
 Which of the given characteristics would NOT fit in with this description?

(a) compassionate (b) suave
(c) uncomplicated (d) carefree

(v) Based on the line, “A little flattery helps in making friends.”, choose the option that displays the quote 
closest in meaning.
(a) Imitation is the best form of flattery; people generally understand that my comedy is not intended to 

hurt anybody.
(b) I know imitation is the highest form of flattery, but stealing one’s identity is totally different.
(c) Nothing is so great an example of bad manners as flattery. If you flatter all the company, you please 

none; if you flatter only one or two, you offend the rest.
(d) One may define flattery as a base companionship which is most advantageous to the flatterer.

Ans. (i) (c) was looking for simple people to dupe.
 (ii) (b) been successful in duping people lately.
 (iii) (d) He wanted to be able to spend quality time with him.
 (iv) (b) suave
 (v) (d) One may define flattery as a base companionship which is most advantageous to the flatterer.
Q. 2. I think he knew I made a little money this way but he did not seem to mind. Anil made money by fits and starts. 

He would borrow one week, lend the next. He kept worrying about his next cheque, but as soon as it arrived, he 
would go out and celebrate. It seems he wrote for magazines—a queer way to make a living! 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Anil made money ‘by fits and starts’ means that he

(a) deemed it fit to start investing money.
(b) started earning money in the recent past.
(c) received money intermittently.
(d) put his money to use frequently.

(ii) The information in the extract suggests that Anil could be a
(a) salaried professional (b) freelancer
(c) business man (d) volunteer

(iii) If borrow: :lend, then pick the ODD pair from the options below
(a) give : : take (b) lose : : find
(c) hop : : skip (d) buy : : sell

(iv) The reference to making a little money ‘this way’ refers to a way that is viewed by most people as
(a) sensible (b) inappropriate
(c) charitable (d) aggressive

(v) Based on your understanding of Anil in the extract, choose the option that synchronises with his thinking.
(a) So what if I don’t have much money? Giving it to that person is important as they could do with a 

helping hand.
(b) I better learn how to protect my money. I think I’m being looted.
(c) I earn money with such tremendous effort. Where does it all go?
(d) When I become rich, I can begin to help friends then. Right now, I will spend only on myself.

Ans. (i) (c) received money intermittently.
 (ii) (b) freelancer
 (iii) (c) hop : : skip
 (iv) (c) charitable.
 (v) (a)  So what if I don’t have much money? Giving it to that person is important as they could do with a 

helping hand.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. The narrator followed Anil ‘casually’. Why? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Anil looked easy going, kind and simple enough for the purpose of a thief like the narrator. He followed 

Anil to gain his trust and to look for an opportunity that may help him give shape to his plans.
 Q. 2. What was the thought behind using appealing smiles frequently on Anil? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Hari Singh’s ‘appealing smiles’ had been artificial. It was full of flattery. He did so when Anil was dissatisfied 

with the food that Hari had cooked for him and gave it to the dogs.
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 Q. 3. How do you think the narrator made a profit of about a rupee a day? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Usually, Hari would make a profit of about a rupee a day, when he would take his time for the day’s 

supplies. Anil knew about it but kept quiet because he couldn’t afford to pay him regularly.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. It’s not easy to be mean to people who are very nice to you. Do you think that the young thief had to work 
on giving himself valid reasons to be able to commit the theft?

  Or did the thieving come as naturally to him this time, too? Write a brief analysis of his mood before the theft.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. No doubt, Hari Singh was experienced and clever enough to justify his actions. He justified the robbing of careless 
and unsuspecting man like Anil. He told himself that he was out of practice. He must rob. If he didn’t take the 
money, Anil would waste it on his friends, Moreover Anil didn’t pay him.

 Q. 2. Why do you think the narrator used to feel that ‘friends were more trouble than help’?
  What could have led him to believe this? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Hari Singh was a robber. If he and his friend went to rob something lone and one of his friends would be caught 

then he could reveal their secrets in such case the whole gang would be handed over to police for robbery. 
Moreover he did not want anybody to know about his secrets and whereabouts. So he felt friends were more 
trouble than help.

 Q. 3. At the end of the story, we realise that Anil knew about the incident of the previous night, yet he chose to 
overlook such a breach of trust. Explain. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Anil was careless and unsuspecting but not a fool. He knew all about the theft of his six hundred rupees. He 
could have easily handed him over to police. However, he did not want to ruin Hari Singh’s life. He wants to 
educate the unfortunate boy. So, he gave a fifty rupee note and promised to pay him regularly. Also he chose to 
overlook such a breach of trust.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.   Based on the given context, write a diary entry, as the narrator, on what you experienced and the possible 
reason for it.

  I should have been able to jump into one of the carriages, but I hesitated — for some reason I can’t explain — 
and I lost the chance to get away. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  I should have been able to jump into one of the carriages, but I hesitated— for some reason I can’t explain— 
and I lost the chance to get away perhaps god has some good plans for me this time. That’s why I can’t feel the 
pleasure of stealing six hundreds rupees. Instead, I’m feeling guilty of having violated the trust that Anil had 
reposted on me. That’s why I could not board the train.

  Anil always treated me like his friend. I too, valued Anil’s friendship feelings for me. But after discovering the 
theft, I’m sure, Anil would not be sad for the loss of money, but for loss of trust. The only person I knew and who 
could help me was Anil whom I had robbed a few hours ago. I robbed that person who was so large-hearted and 
the one who wanted me to get educated so that I, too, could earn respect, name and money. Alas! God, forbid 
me and my sins.

Q. 2.   Education means different things to different people. Evaluate how it impacted the young thief in the story.  
  [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans.  Hari Singh, ultimately, realized the significance of education in life. He understood the robbing would only 
provide him money temporarily. Also there was the risk of being caught. Education provides one with 
respectability. Education can heal a wrongly talented soul. Educated people may see the difference between right 
and wrong and enables them to choose the right path. It leads them on the path of truth and rational thinking. 
Education could bring one respect and money. After robbing Anil, the boy thief realized the value of education 
that could give him respect and more money than he could get by stealing. He realized where he should go. 
Large hearted Anil not only forgave him but also gave him a fifty rupee note, and promised to pay him regularly. 
Thus, education is an essential aspect of any child’s life and can help enable an honourable way of living.
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3. THE MIDNIGHT VISITOR

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. Max was slender, a little less than tall, with features that suggested slightly the crafty, pointed countenance of 
a fox. There was about him — aside from the gun — nothing especially menacing. “The report,” he murmured. 
“The report that is being brought to you tonight concerning some new missiles. I thought I would take it from 
you. It will be safer in my hands than in yours.” Ausable moved to an armchair and sat down heavily. “I’m going 
to raise the devil with the management this time, and you can bet on it,” he said grimly. “This is the second time 
in a month that somebody has got into my room through that nuisance of a balcony!” 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Owning a gun gave a menacing impression to Max’s character because

(a) a gun is only used by police officials.
(b) he was carrying it without any official license.
(c) a gun has a threatening implication.
(d) the gun was particularly huge.

(ii) Choose the option that displays the correct analogy.
(a) crafty : fox :: menacing : gun
(b) report : missile :: management : devil
(c) crafty : fox :: management : balcony
(d) armchair : grim :: balcony : nuisance

(iii) Choose the part of the house through which Ausable thought Maxwell had entered his room.

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iv) Delnaaz is a new tenant in her locality and Mrs. Mehta is the landlady. Choose the option that lists an 
action that would require Mrs. Mehta to ‘raise the devil’ with Delnaaz.

1. She uses the 
elevator five times a 
day.

2. She feeds the 
stray dogs in the street.

3. She works late 
at night and stays home 
in the afternoon only.

4. She plays 
music louder than is 
necessary late into the 
night.

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2
(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(v) Which word replaces ‘sat down heavily’ in the sentence—’Ausable moved to an armchair and sat down 
heavily’?
(a) dumped (b) flumped
(c) pumped (d) jumped

Ans. (i) (c) a gun has a threatening implication.
 (ii) (a) crafty : fox :: menacing : gun
 (iii) (b) Balcony
 (iv) (d) Option 4
 (v) (b) flumped.
Q. 2. Ausable did not fit any description of a secret agent Fowler had ever read. Following him down the musty 

corridor of the gloomy French hotel where Ausable had a room, Fowler felt let down. It was a small room, on 
the sixth and top floor, and scarcely a setting for a romantic adventure. Ausable was, for one thing, fat. Very fat. 
And then there was his accent. Though he spoke French and German passably, he had never altogether lost the 
American accent he had brought to Paris from Boston twenty years ago. “You are disappointed,” Ausable said 
wheezily over his shoulder. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
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(i) “Following him down the musty corridor of the gloomy French hotel where Ausable had a room…”
 Choose the correct option to replace the underlined words.

(a) expansive, abnormal (b) lighted; formal
(c) damp; dingy (d) uncanny; smart

(ii) Amy is an American woman who teaches French and German in a primary school. This means that Amy 
is
(a) an empathetic teacher. (b) a rational human being.
(c) an experienced guide. (d) a multilingual instructor.

(iii) It can be inferred from the extract that a secret agent is expected to be
(1) fit. (2) compassionate.
(3) apologetic. (4) suave.
(5) violent.
(a) Option 1, 3 & 5 (b) Option 1 & 4
(c) Option 2, 4 & 5 (d) Option 2 & 3

(iv) The reason Fowler was disappointed by Ausable when he met him was because Ausable
(a) lived in a shady French hotel. (b) was related to the cops.
(c) didn’t have the personality of a spy. (d) had a very strange accent.

(v) Choose the option that lists the INCORRECT statements about the given passage.
1. Fowler had no expectations at all from Ausable.
2. Fowler was elated when he met Ausable.
3. Ausable was living in France as a spy.
4. Ausable had acquired the French accent over twenty years ago.
(a) 1, 2 (b) 3, 4
(c) 1, 3 (d) 2, 4

Ans. (i) (c) damp; dingy
 (ii) (d) a multilingual instructor.
 (iii) (b) Option 1 & 4
 (iv) (c) didn’t have the personality of a spy.
 (v) (d) 2, 4

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Discuss, briefly, the reasons owing to which Fowler was interested in meeting Ausable. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Fowler had come to gather necessary material for his book on secret agents. Also, like all people, he too 
was interest in meeting a real secret agent. He had formed quite a romantic picture of secret agent as 
represented in books and films.

 Q. 2. Ausable was always one step ahead of everyone. Highlight any two instances from “The Midnight Visitor” 
when this holds true. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Although, Ausable was fat and sloppy, he knew all the tricks of his trade. He not only convinced crafty Max that 
there was a balcony below the window of his room but also was successful in killing Max without using any 
weapon. 

 Q. 3. Henry unintentionally saved Ausable’s life. Briefly comment. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Henry was a waiter in the same hotel in which Ausable was living in. Henry, fortunately, knocked at the door, 

when Ausable was convincing max about an imaginary balcony. Assuming that it was police at the door, Max 
desperately jumped through the window. Hence, Ausable was saved.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Fowler’s day took a one-eighty degree turn by the end of the evening. Examine the statement with reference 
to “The Midnight Visitor”. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Fowler was, initially, disappointed to meet Ausable as he found him much felt and boring man. But Fowler’s 
day took a one eighty degree turn by the end of the evening, as he was much surprised by the tactful nature 
of Ausable. He cocked-up a story about the balcony and the police. Ausable also got the intruder, Max, killed 
without firing a shot. Hence it proved to be a thrilling episode.

 Q. 2. “Stereotypes are often misleading”. Elaborate on the given quote in the context of “The Midnight Visitor”.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
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 Ans. Ausable did not fit any description of a secret agent. He did not seem to be so smart, active, movable aggressive 
and romantic as we read in book or see in films. He was very fat and sloppy. The Crack of pistols, wine and dark 
eyed beauties- had nothing to do with Ausable. Hence, stereotypes are often misleading. 

 Q. 3. Max was unprepared for his mission. Discuss with reference to the chapter “The Midnight Visitor”. 
[CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Though Max was very cunning and he came prepared with a gun but he was indeed no match to Ausable. He 
was easily misled by Ausable into believing that there was a balcony attached to the room. So we can say that 
Max was a little spy before Ausable and he was also unprepared for his mission.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

  Q. 1. Ausable’s employer has been asked to write a recommendation letter for
  Ausable so that he may be promoted to a higher rank in the secret services.
  As his manager, draft the letter detailing his personality traits with reference to the instance in the chapter as 

a prime example of Ausable’s genius.
  You may begin this way:
  22, Rue Nationale
  Paris
  26 March’ 78
  The General Director
  Department for Internal Security
  11-A, Rue de Dunkerque
  Paris
  Subject: Letter of Recommendation
  This is to state that Monsieur Ausable has been a committed employee with us for the past two years. In this 

time, he has
  ………………………………(continue)…………………………
  Yours sincerely
  ABC [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. 22, Rue National
  Paris.
  26 March 78
  The General Director
  Department of Internal Security
  11-A, Rue de Dunkerque
  Paris
  Subject  : Letter of Recommendation
  This is to state that Monsieur Ausable has been a committed employee with us for the past two years. In 

this time, he has very well proved that presence of mind and intelligence are more powerful than gun. 
His sharp reaction, particularly to a dangerous situation, is very quick and thorough. He has outwitted and 
defeated many rival secret agents who had come to take away the important reports. 

  Ausable has my enthusiastic recommendation. He is a kind, intelligent, quick-witted and a strong person who 
has a clear sense of direction, purpose and decision-making. I am confident that he will bring the same warmth, 
support, insight and hard work to his new work place and position. Please do not hesitate to contact me for any 
further information.  

  It’s a privilege to have such devoted employees like Ausable in our department wishing him a bright future ahead.
  Yours sincerely
  ABC
 Q. 2.  A new secret agent has asked Ausable’s opinion on the traits they should be looking for in a person filling in 

his shoes. Create a conversation between Ausable and the new agent about indispensable traits that a secret 
agent must have. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. New agent: Monsieur Ausable, you have been famous as a committed employee in our department. I have also 
heard a lot about your quick wiliness, intelligence and hard work. But when I saw you I was really surprised to 
see your simple way of living. Please guide me by throwing some light on the traits a secret agent must have. 

  Ausable: Well! Being a secret agent may not match the glamorous and flashy images from movies and television. 
Spying is often a low-key, tireless and thankless endeavour. However, it is certainly not for those who lack 
commitment or the joint of heart. One needs to develop a number of practical and risk- a verse characteristics for 
spying. As a spy, you need to have keen senses and develop them further through training in how to collect and 
evaluate vital information. Also, you must have a natural adaptable and high functioning ability to interact with 
others. While doing so, it is essential that you keep your composure and be able to work independently. You see 
appearances are deceptive. You need to have a clever mind and be witty to become a successful secret agent.
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4. FOOTPRINTS WITHOUT FEET

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. As she and her husband turned away in terror, the extraordinary chair pushed them both out of the room and 
then appeared to slam and lock the door after them.

 Mrs. Hall almost fell down the stairs in hysterics. She was convinced that the room was haunted by spirits, and 
that the stranger had somehow caused these to enter into her furniture.

 “My poor mother used to sit in that chair,” she moaned! To think it should rise up against me now!
 The feeling among the neighbours was that the trouble was caused by witchcraft.” [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) Mrs. Hall felt that the room was haunted by spirits because
(a) she could see evil spirits. (b) she heard strange noise.
(c) uncanny things happened there. (c) the door slammed shut.

(ii) Pick the option that best describes how Mrs. Hall must be feeling at the moment described in the extract.
(a) stunned and furious (b) shocked and outraged
(c) outraged and nervous (d) stunned and agitated

(iii) Pick the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘hysterics’ as used in the extract.
(a) My friend and I were in splits when we saw the clown’s antics.
(b) I don’t know why I suddenly felt worried about flying home.
(c) The sight of blood put the old man in frenzy.
(d) The people who had witnessed the accident were spellbound.

(iv) Pick the option that displays a cause → effect relationship.
(a) pushed and locked out → hysterical
(b) rising of the chair → moaning
(c) troubled neighbours → witchcraft
(d) stranger → haunted spirits

(v) The neighbours thought it was ‘witchcraft’. This tells us that neighbours were
(a) suspicious. (b) superstitious.
(c) nervous wrecks. (d) gossip-mongers.

Ans. (i) (c) uncanny things happened there.
 (ii) (d) stunned and agitated
 (iii) (c) The sight of blood put the old man in frenzy.
 (iv) (a) pushed and locked out → hysterical
 (v) (b) superstitious.
Q. 2. The two boys started in surprise at the fresh muddy imprints of a pair of bare feet. What was a barefooted man 

doing on the steps of a house in the middle of London? And where was the man?
 As they gazed, a remarkable sight met their eyes. A fresh foot mark appeared from nowhere!
 Further footprints followed, one after another, descending the steps and progressing down the street. The boys 

followed, fascinated, until the muddy impressions became fainter and fainter, and at last disappeared altogether.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Why were the boys surprised to see a barefooted man in London?
 The boys were surprised as

(a) it was an unusual sight to see someone this way.
(b) everybody in London moved around in shoes.
(c) it was pretty cold to move around bare feet.
(d) only a person who is homeless and wandering does so.

(ii) Pick out the option that is NOT related to ‘started’ as used in the extract
Started

(i) flinched (ii) jerked (iii) recoiled (iv) pointed

(a) option (i) (b) option (ii)
(c) option (iii) (d) option (iv)

(iii) Pick the option that best describes how the boys are feeling based on the extract.
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(a) enchanted, curious, puzzled (b) captivated, curious, puzzled
(c) repulsed, curious, captivated (d) enchanted, repulsed, curious

(iv) The boys felt that the footprints were
(a) seen due to some magic trick. (b) a figment of imagination.
(c) of a man who was invisible. (d) those of a mysterious man.

(v) Pick the option that best matches synonyms of the word ‘gazed’.
(a) (i) gaped (ii) gawked
(b) (i) admired (ii) disbelieved
(c) (i) overlooked (ii) stared
(d) (i) surveyed (ii) overlooked

Ans. (i) (c) it was pretty cold to move around bare feet.
 (ii) (d) option (iv)
 (iii) (b) captivated, curious, puzzled
 (iv) (d) those of a mysterious man.
 (v) (a) (i) gaped (ii) gawked

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Why does the writer say that Griffin had chosen a bad time to be in London without clothes? 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The writer H.G Wells, says that Griffin had chosen a bad time to be in London without clothes because it 
was mid-winter. The air was bitterly cold and he could not be without clothes in that weather.

 Q. 2. The neighbours suspected Griffin of burglary. State why this was OR was not justified. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The neighbors suspected Griffin of burglary. This was justified because Griffin had always told Mrs. Halls 
that he had no more ready cash and he was expecting a cheque to arrive at any moment but after the 
burglary, he suddenly produced some ready cash which made the suspicion of the neighbours strange. 

 Q. 3. What do you think would have happened if Griffin was caught by Jaffers and the latter hadn’t become 
unconscious? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. If Griffin was caught by Jaffers and the latter hadn’t because unconscious, the situation would have been 
totally different. The cruelty and lawlessness of Griffin, the scientist, would have come to an end and the 
people of Iping would have heaved a sigh of relief.

 Q. 4. If you were a friend of Griffin, what suggestion would you have given to him about how he could use 
his talent and scientific acumen? Write one suggestion and the reason for giving it. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. If I was a friend of Griffin, I would have suggested Griffin to use his talent and scientific acumen in a 
positive and constructive manner by helping the poor and the needy. I would have told him to indulge 
in such archives which would be beneficial for the society.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Do you find the story based on being invisible a mere figment of one’s imagination or a phenomenon 
that is plausible? Elaborate with your opinion. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The story based on being invisible is a mere figment of one’s imagination. It is very difficult to imagine 
the life of an invisible man. However, with the advancement in science and technology, becoming invisible 
may be easier.

 Q. 2. Scientists contribute to make the world a better place. Griffin is an antithesis to this statement. Justify.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. There is no denying the fact that scientists contribute to make the world a better place for it was not so 
in the case of Griffin. His unbridled ambition made him a cruel and landless person. Whatever they did, 
it made everything worse. He didn’t show kindness or humanity towards anyone whether it was his land 
less or the shopkeeper or the people living at Iping. He set the house of his landlord on fire, he pushed 
a shopkeeper done the stairs by taking advantage of his invisibility. None of his actions were for the 
betterment of the humans. Thus, can say that griffin is an antithesis to this statement. 

 Q. 3. Your teacher conducted a debate in class on the topic ‘Schools must develop scientific temperament in 
students’.

  Write any two arguments that you used to supplement your stand, either as a proposition speaker or as 
an opposition one. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
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 Ans. School Must Develop Scientific Temperament in Students.
  Today’s age is the age of science with so many inventions and advancements in science and technology, 

man has taken a leap. I am in favour of developing scientific temperament in students in their school itself. 
The sole of the school is very important. It is the school only where so many activities can be organized 
to improve the critical thinking skills of students Lectures can be organized by eminent scientists, science 
exhibitions can be organized to inculcate scientific temperament. These kind of activities are not possible at 
home. It is the prime duty of the schools to develop the scientific temperament through various activities.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Readers believe that Griffin was a man without conscience.
  You have a class discussion on why our conscience plays a vital role in shaping our character.
  Present a summary of your views on this. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. We are what we think Griffin, the invisible scientist had a negative bent of mind. He acted cruelly so many 

times but never once did his conscience prick him. Everyone is well a more that conscience plays a vital 
role in shaping one's character. It is a common saying to err is human. If a person does something wrong 
and he regrets later when his conscience pricks him, he always make amends and rectify his mistake but if 
he accepts everything and continues walking down the lane of errors he can never become a good human 
being.

 Q. 2.  Griffin set the house on fire when he was thrown out. Anger and revenge are in no way a solution to 
any problem.

  You are a columnist for a class X e-zine(magazine). Create a column on importance of anger management 
for teens and its detrimental effects on health.

  You may begin like this:
ANGER DOESN’T RESOLVE , IT DESTROYS

by ..............................., X .....
  Griffin, in Footprints Without Feet sets the house on fire ...
   ........................................................................................ ( CONTINUE) [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Anger Doesn’t Resolve, It Destroys
  By Aradhna X-C
  Griffin in footprints without feet, sets the house on fire when he was thrown out. He was so angry that 

he set fire to this house without giving a single thought to it. His landlord had threatened him to evacuate 
the house. So he wanted to take revenge on him. But one must realise that anger and revenge are in no 
way a solution to any problem. It is an old saying that kindness pays, rudeness never. Anger can never 
resolve any problem. It rather aggravates it. It is always better to keep cool when someone is angry. Despite 
anger being a healthy normal emotion it must be under one’s control. It should not be allowed to escalate 
uncontrollably anger leads to high blood pressure and anxiety. Parents are the role models of their children 
so they should not yell or scream at them. First they should keep their cool so that the child follows them.

Q. 3. Imagine that Griffin has been caught by the police and is produced in court. He needs to defend himself 
and prove that he is not guilty of the charges.

  As Griffin prepare a statement that you would use in court to prove your innocence.
  You may begin like this:
  I plead not guilty.
  I have been accused of …, however…  [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans.  Griffin- I plead not guilty – I have been accused of violence and cruelty by the people of Iping. However I 

deny all the charges. I didn’t hurt anyone intentionally I had no ill will against anyone. The circumstances, 
somehow, were such that I had to be violent or cruel in order to save myself. I have been accused of robbery 
at the clergyman’s house. My problem was that Mrs. Hall was nudging me all the time to pay the rent. I 
told her so many times that I was waiting for my cheque and would pay when the cheque arrived. But she 
became impatient and I had to rob the clergyman in order to get money. Once I attacked the shopkeeper 
from behind and robbed him of all the money. But it because I wanted to escape from that place. Thus 
I plead that I am innocent and all these points must be taken into consideration before announcing any 
judgement.

  Thank
  you
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5. A QUESTION OF TRUST

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. How foolish people are when they own valuable things, Horace thought. A magazine article had described 
this house, giving a plan of all the rooms and a picture of this room. The writer had even mentioned that the 
painting hid a safe! But Horace found that the flowers were hindering him in his work. He buried his face in his 
handkerchief. Then he heard a voice say from the doorway, “What is it? A cold or hay fever?” Before he could 
think, Horace said, “Hay fever,” and found himself sneezing again. The voice went on, “You can cure it with 
a special treatment, you know, if you find out just what plant gives you the disease. I think you’d better see a 
doctor, if you’re serious about your work. I heard you from the top of the house just now.” 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) According to the extract, Horace was sneezing due to a

(a) sudden allergy (b) prior infection
(c) long-standing disease (d) nasal pain

(ii) Which magazine could have published the article mentioned in the given extract?
(a) Paws & Claws (b) Outdoors & Landscaping
(c) Interiors (d) The Investor

(iii) Choose the image that correctly describes the location of the safe, based on the given extract.

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(iv) In the line – Before he could think, Horace said, “Hay fever,” –the response was
(a) rehearsed. (b) spontaneous and natural.
(c) hesitant. (d) rapid and hostile.

(v) The line from the extract that can be considered an example of sarcasm is
(a) How foolish people are when they own valuable things.
(b) Horace found that the flowers were hindering him in his work.
(c) You can cure it with a special treatment.
(d) I think you’d better see a doctor, if you’re serious about your work. 

Ans. (i) (b) prior infection
 (ii) (c) Interiors
 (iii) (c) Option (3)
 (iv) (b) spontaneous and natural.
 (v) (d) I think you’d better see a doctor, if you’re serious about your work. 
Q. 2. But he never got the chance to begin his plan. By noon a policeman had arrested him for the jewel robbery at 

Shoot over Grange. His fingerprints, for he had opened the safe without gloves, were all over the room, and no 
one believed him when he said that the wife of the owner of the house had asked him to open the safe for her. 
The wife herself, a gray-haired, sharp-tongued woman of sixty, said that the story was nonsense. Horace is now 
the assistant librarian in the prison. He often thinks of the charming, clever young lady who was in the same 
profession as he was, and who tricked him. He gets very angry when anyone talks about ‘honour among thieves’.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) The plan devised by Horace was to
(a) tell about the safe to owner of the house.
(b) blackmail the wife of the owner later.
(c) look for another safe for stealing jewellery.
(d) tell police the truth before the lady could deceive him.

(ii) Based on the extract, choose what you think are the main feelings Horace probably has, for the young 
lady who tricked him, when he thinks about her?
(a) anger and blame (b) admiration and respect
(c) respect and gratitude (d) anger and vengeance
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(iii) Choose the option that lists evidence that the police might have used against Horace, to arrest him.

(a) Option 1 (b) Option 2

(c) Option 3 (d) Option 4

(iv) Given below are four situations in Mr. Verma’s house. Choose the situation that depicts Mr. Verma 
being sharp-tongued with his family members.

(a) Mr. Verma’s wife shares a life problem with him and he advices her honestly.

(b) Mr. Verma’s daughter scores poor marks in his exams and Mr. Verma remains silent.

(c) Mr. Verma’s son cooks food for the first time and he is criticized by his father immediately.

(d) Mr. Verma’s sister buys a new car to surprise him and he is overjoyed with the news.

(v) Honour among thieves is an example of an

(a) idiom (b) slogan

(c) proverb (d) lyric
Ans. (i) (c) look for another safe for stealing jewellery
 (ii) (b) admiration and respect
 (iii) (d) Option 4
 (iv) (c) Mr. Verma’s son cooks food for the first time and he is criticized by his father immediately.
 (v) (a) idiom

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. The woman posing as house owner’s wife had laid out a careful plan to dupe Horace Danby. Cite any two 
instances from the text that suggest the same. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The woman posing as house owner’s wife was a young and smart thief. She spoke to Horace in an authoritative 
tone and carried herself with confidence. She had laid out a careful plan to du. Horace is evident from the fact 
that she stayed calm even after seeing a thief in the house. She fabricated a story about forgetting the number 
to open safe also conveys this.

 Q. 2. In the chapter “A Question of Trust”, Horace Danby’s final arrest was a blessing in disguise. Comment briefly.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Horace Danby’s final arrest was blessing in disguise for the lady in red as got a good fortune in form of jewellery 
without working hard for it. At the same time, she could escape with the jewellery unnoticed because everyone’s 
focus was on the other thief whose finger prints were found on the safe.

 Q. 3. “Society must be protected from men like you.” Comment on the irony of the given quote. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The words “Society must be protected from men like you” are spoken by the young lady in red and are ironical 
because she herself was a thief. She duped Horace Danby robbed the house and walked away with the jewellery 
kept in the safe.

 Q. 4. “A Question of Trust” is a story about the robbery of the robber. Expound. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. No doubt, ‘A Question of Trust’ is a story about the robbery of the robber. Horace Danby was not an ordinary 

thief. He planned meticulously before attempting a robbery but still he was fooled by a young lady in red who 
posed herself as the owner of the house. She made him break open the safe without Horace realising that she 
was a thief. To keep herself safe, she ensured that the fingerprints of Horace were left everywhere on the site. 
Thus it is true that it is the story about the robbery of the robber.
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Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. “How foolish people are when they own valuable things” Does this statement hold true for Horace Danby 
himself? Support your answer with instances from “A Question of Trust”. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Horace Danby was a meticulous planner but he faltered when he was to rob the safe or shot ever Grange. These 
were about fifteen thousand pounds worth of jewels in the safe. But he acted foolishly and was tricked by a 
young lady who posed herself to be the owner of the house. Horace should have realized that the magazine 
article had described the house and many others would also have read it. He should have come prepared for it. 
Secondly, he had collected less information about the owner and his family e.g. the age of owner wife. If he had 
known that the owner and his wife were an elderly couple he would immediately have caught the lady in red. 
Thus we can say that Horace acted foolishly at some points.

 Q. 2. “The most successful people work smart, not hard” Justify the quote with reference to “A Question of Trust”.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The quote ‘the most successful people work smart not hard’ is apt for the woman who duped Horace Danby 
not even once could Horace make out that she was not the wife of the house owner. The woman threatened 
to hand him over to the police and made him break the safe. Meanwhile she kept standing away smoking a 
cigarette and watched him do all time. There was no trace or fingerprint of that lady in the house. She framed 
a story of forgetting the numbers and Horace fell into her trap. Horace opened the safe gave her the jewels and 
went away. Thus without working hard, she got all the jewels, with her smartness.

 Q. 3. Based on the story, would it be fair to say that deception is a crucial aspect of robbery. Do you agree? Why/
why not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The young woman deceived Horace Danby by making him believe that she was the wife of the house owner. She 
caught hold of the jewels worth fifteen thousand pound, by deceiving Horace. She would never have been able 
to get them without Horace’s help and she was aware of this fact. But I believe that deceiving other is any form 
is not correct. If is not good others harm others for one’s own benefit. Thus I strongly disagree that deception is 
a crucial aspect of robbery. Deception, in fact is not a crucial aspect of any tout.

 Q. 4. Thieves and swindlers have no sense of moral righteousness. Comment with references to instances from “A 
Question of Trust”. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Thieves and snowless work for their own benefit and are dived of all feelings and emotions. They have no sense 
of moral righteousness. This is true in the case of the young lady in red who didn’t think even once that Horace 
would be caught by the police without getting any share of the robbery. She walked away with all the jewels her 
conscience didn’t prick her that she was an equal partners in the robbery. It was only Horace who was arrested 
and not the lady who actually got all the jewels.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Imagine that the young lady thief writes a letter to Horace Danby while he is in prison. Write the letter 
imagining youself to be that young lady with respect to the story. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. XYZ city
  14 July 19xx
  Dear Horace
  You must be surprised to receive my letter as you might have never thought to hear from me after the robbery. 

I deeply regret the consequences of the robbery. I had not expected that you would be arrested. I really feel bad 
for you. I am angry with myself also for having cheated you but I wanted the jewels so I had to trap you. I kept 
thinking about the incident for the near two days and at one stage, decided to share the jewels with you. But 
you may say it my self-centredness took the better of me and I didn’t gather myself to make you my partner. I 
really am sorry but feel helpless too. Hope we will meet some day.

  Your sincerely
  ABC
 Q. 2. As the woman who dupes Danby, pen a diary entry for the night before the robbery.
  Pen down your thoughts, fears, and hopes from the robbery based on the events of the story "The Question of 

Trust".
  Wednesday, 12 July '78 9 PM
  Its D-day, finally! Today, I know how it feels to be nervous and excited at the same time……. (continue)……….

[CBSE-QB, 2021]
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 Ans. Wednesday 12 July 1978
  9pm
  Dear Diary
  Its D-day finally! Today I don't know whether to feel nervous or excited or both at the same time. I am 

nervous as I am afraid whether my robbery plan is fool-proof or not. I am well aware that Horace Danby 
too is a meticulous planner. He also must have planned it so well that it comes out as a successful robbery. 
Duping Danby won’t be an easy job.

  On the other hand, I am excited too because I might be the owner of jewels worth fifteen thousand pounds. 
Oh my God! This really would mean a dream come true god knows how fond am I of jewels and getting 
them all, without paying a single penny would be something that I can never imagine.

  Hope the plan turns out to successful. I am keeping my fingers crossed till then.
  XYZ

6. THE MAKING OF A SCIENTIST

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. “I didn’t get any real results,” he said. “But I went ahead and showed that I had tried the experiment. This time 
I won.” The next year his science fair project was testing the theory that viceroy butterflies copy monarchs. The 
theory was that viceroys look like monarchs because monarchs don’t taste good to birds. Viceroys, on the other 
hand, do taste good to birds. So, the more they look like monarchs, the less likely they are to become a bird’s 
dinner. Ebright’s project was to see whether, in fact, birds would eat monarchs. He found that a starling would 
not eat ordinary bird food. It would eat all the monarchs it could get. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Choose the option listing Ebright’s qualities as depicted by the above extract.

1. persevering 2. visionary
3. determined 4. liberal
5. conceited
(a) 1, 2 (b) 3, 5
(c) 1, 3 (d) 4, 5

(ii) According to the dictionary, ‘fair’ as a noun, shows the following meanings. 
 Choose the option that lists the meaning similar to the usage to that in the extract.

(a) A gathering of stalls and amusements for public entertainment.
(b) A competitive exhibition showcasing products or ideas.
(c) A periodic gathering for the sale of goods.
(d) An annual exhibition of livestock, agricultural products, etc., held by a town, county, or state.

(iii) Choose the option that is true for the two statements given about the information in the extract.
 Statement 1- Starling feeds on viceroys.
 Statement 2- Starling does not eat seeds and insects.

(a) Both statements are clearly mentioned in the extract.
(b) Statement 1 cannot be clearly inferred from the text and statement 2 is true.
(c) Statement 1 is false and statement 2 cannot be clearly inferred from the extract.
(d) Bothe statements need to be inferred from the given extract.

(iv) Choose the statements that are TRUE for the given extract contextually.
1. Ebright didn’t get any results for the experiment he conducted on butterflies.
2. Monarchs tasted awfully to the birds.
3. Ebright wanted to explore the possibility of monarchs getting eaten by birds.
4. He wanted to prove that viceroys are look alikes of monarchs.
(a) 1, 2 (b) 2, 3
(c) 1, 3 (d) 2, 4

(v) Four friends bring their pets to a pet show. Choose the option that mentions the friend with a starling as 
a pet.
Friend 1 has a turtle named Missy.
Friend 2 has a dragonfly named Majesty.
Friend 3 has a rabbit named Molly.
Friend 4 has a bird named Mitch.
(a) Friend 1 (b) Friend 2
(c) Friend 3 (d) Friend 4 
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Ans. (i) (c) 1, 3
 (ii) (b) A competitive exhibition showcasing products or ideas.
 (iii) (c) Statement 1 is false and statement 2 cannot be clearly inferred from the extract.
 (iv) (b) 2, 3
 (v) (d) Friend 4
Q. 2. When he saw those photos, Ebright didn’t shout, ‘Eureka!’ or even, ‘I’ve got it!’ But he believed that, along with 

his findings about insect hormones, the photos gave him the answer to one of biology’s puzzles: how the cell can 
‘read’ the blueprint of its DNA. DNA is the substance in the nucleus of a cell that controls heredity. It determines 
the form and function of the cell. Thus, DNA is the blueprint for life. Ebright and his college room-mate, James 
R. Wong, worked all that night drawing pictures and constructing plastic models of molecules to show how it 
could happen. Together they later wrote the paper that explained the theory. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Choose the option that shows the picture of the type of task Ebright and Wong were engaged in, as per 

the extract.

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

(ii) Ebright was perhaps expected to shout ‘Eureka!’ because he had
(a) realised that he needed a partner to work with to finalise his findings.
(b) discovered something new and ‘Eureka!’ was a cry to announce it.
(c) worked hard and was relieved at nearing the end of his project.
(d) given shape to the teachings of his teachers by choosing this field of science.

(iii) “Thus, DNA is the blueprint for life”, is another way of saying that the DNA contains a genetic __________.
(a) experiment (b) ultimatum
(c) takeaway (d) plan

(iv) Four newspapers published a headline about Ebright and Wong. Choose the option that published a 
factually correct headline, as per the extract.

Newspaper 1 Newspaper 2 Newspaper 3 Newspaper 4

WONG DENIES 
CONTRIBUTING TO 
EBRIGHT’S THEORY

EBRIGHT COLLABO-
RATES WITH ROOM-

MATE WONG

WONG AND EBRIGHT 
EXAGGERATE THEIR 
THEORYDEFY LOGIC

EBRIGHT AND 
WONG’S THEORY 
PROVED WRONG

(a) Newspaper 1 (b) Newspaper 2
(c) Newspaper 3 (d) Newspaper 4

(v) Compound words are those words which are formed by joining two separate words to create a new word 
with an entirely different meaning.

 Choose the option that lists the compound words from the above extract.
1. determines 2. blueprint
3. nucleus 4. heredity
5. room-mate
(a) 1, 3 (b) 2, 4
(c) 1, 4 (d) 2, 5 

Ans. (i) (c) Option (3)
 (ii) (b) discovered something new and ‘Eureka!’ was a cry to announce it.
 (iii) (d) plan
 (iv) (b) Newspaper 2
 (v) (d) 2, 5
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Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Do you think Richard’s mother was too indulgent when she bought him things like cameras, telescopes, 
microscopes? Give two reasons to support your answer. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Yes, certainly Richard’s mother was concerned about his son’s future she was a centre of her life. She did 
all that was there in her capacity to help Richard in his feats. He carried on with his experiments, because 
his mother arranged for telescope and microscope. This way he was able to learn a lot.

 Q. 2. Suggest two ways by which you feel scientific temperament can be developed in a child. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Scientific temperament in a child is already there, the need is to cultivate scientific attitude in child right from his 
childhood. His curiosity to know about strange things and will to learn new things should always be encouraged.

 Q. 3. Do you think we always need sophisticated instruments for all science experiments? Why/ Why not? [CBSE-
QB, 2021]

 Ans. No, not really. We have seen many a times that the great scientist have led to great discoveries and inventions 
using crude and raw instruments which have brought changes all over the world. So, it is not necessary that we 
need sophisticated instruments to create wonders.

 Q. 4. Richard’s mother was his companion and spent a lot of time with him. A parent should try to be a companion 
to a child. Justify. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Yes, Richard’s mother was his true friend who helped him in all steps of life to become the world’s greatest 
scientist. It is necessary to be a friend to a child than be parents. As a friend, we can understand his problems 
better that he is facing because we have also gone through all this in our teenage years.

 Q. 5. The book, ‘The Travels of Monarch X’ ignited Richard’s curiosity in butterflies further. Do you think sometimes, 
people or things around us can act as catalysts to shape our lives? Explain how. 
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Richard’s were bored with butterflies so his mother bought him a book “The travels of Monarch X” to read and 
enjoy from himself. After reading a book, he studied the migration of butterflies and it opened the world of 
science to him. Truly, some people can be a source of inspiration to us because they play the role of catalyst to 
ignite our inner fire to reach our goal in life.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. You have been requested to write a brief blog post for a Science blog for kids on the theme-‘Science is Real’.
  Based on your understanding of the chapter, write the blog highlighting how science pervades every aspect 

of our lives.
  You may begin like this:
  Scienceforkidsblogger.com
  Monday, October 19, 2021

SCIENCE IS LIFE
....................................................................................................................................

              .................................................................................................................................... [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Scienceforkidsblogger.com
  Monday, October 19, 2021

SCIENCE IS LIFE
  It’s true that above line is telling us about the significance of Science in our lives. It indeed is our life, the be all and 

end all of our existence on this very special planet mother earth. Many scientific discoveries and inventions have 
changed the course of our life, from a food gatherer man became a food producer; it’s all thanks to greatness of 
Science. It has revolutionised the entire world around. No man is left free without his dependence on scientific 
inventions and discoveries. So, we can say truly ‘Science is life’.

 Q. 2. The will to win, for the right reasons, was a quality that Richard had. Do you think this quality alone can help 
us accomplish great feats? Why/ Why not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Yes, the will to achieve the impossible is a unique feature in only those individual who like to do something 
different for the society. Richard Ebright was a bright student in his school days, who always wanted to 
reach heights in his chosen field. Though many people through his journey of life helped him to achieve this 
extraordinary feat; but it was his own strong will and determination to sail through this hard journey all alone 
by himself. Not even once, did he lose his hope in himself and his spirits were always alive to achieve recognition 
and awards in his very own way.
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 Q. 3. Richard’s mother had been invited to a talk show after Richard’s graduation from Harvard with the 
highest honours. You attended that the talk show. Write the most memorable thing she spoke and what 
you think it reveals about her. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. A TALK SHOW
  Emcee / Host : Well! Miss Ebright, how does it feel now when your son, Richard was given award for the 

young scientist as the highest honour at International Science Fair?
  Mother : It feels great! I mean it. My son was always a special child who loved to experiment with existing 

things. His extreme curious nature and love for all forms of life led to this discovery.
  Emcee / Host : Do you treat him in a special way now that he has become so famous ?
  Mother : For me he is my same child with normal needs and wants. Richard has always been a very polite 

child right from his childhood. He has never been too demanding. All he ever wanted was to left alone to 
himself. So, that he is into his world of science and surroundings.

  Emcee / Host : Do you love him ?
  Mother : Yes, I do. As a mother he is very dear to me. Being the only child he is all the more closer to me 

than anyone else. For him his world revolves around me.
  Emcee / Host : He graduated from Harvard University with greatest honours. What is your reaction?
  Mother : Well! he very rightly deserves it. He has worked hard for it because of his tremendous efforts, 

he has won over all obstacles to reach where he is today.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Imagine Richard wrote a letter to his mother when he was studying at Harvard University for motivating 
him and being a constant source of support throughout his growing up years. Write that letter of gratitude 
as Richard.

  You may begin like this:
  Harvard University
  Cambridge
  Massachusetts
  20 September 1981
  Mrs. Ebright
  Reading
  Pennsylvania
  Dear Mom
  It’s been long since I’ve written to you. ……………………………... [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Richard Ebright’s mother encouraged his interest in learning. She took him on trips, bought him telescopes, 

cameras and other equipment. She helped him in many ways. Richard was just in third grade when his 
father died. Richard was her Mother’s whole life. They spent almost every evening at the dining table. 
Richard wanted to learn. He earned top grades in schools. By the time he was in the second grade. Ebright 
had collected all twenty-five species of the butterflies found around his hometown. Then, his mother bought 
him a children’s book called ‘The travels of Monarch X. The book told how monarch butterflies migrated 
to Central America. It opened the world of science to the eager collector.

  Thanking you
  Yours Son
  Richard
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 Q. 2. Albert Einstein said, ‘The important thing is to never stop questioning.’ Richard was a genius who proved 
this quote true. Justify. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Surely, this statement is true in case of Richard because not even once in the course of chapter he allowed 
himself to detach from his work. He very diligently worked towards achieving his purpose. This hard work 
and undying commitment towards his purpose brought him lot of laurels and respect in the world. He kept 
working so that he could reach his aim without letting any obstacle come his way. His scientific bent of 
mind led him to carry on experiment after experiment and reach to a purposeful conclusion. In his efforts 
to reach his goal he was helped by many people in his journey, especially his mother whose contribution 
towards his success cannot be denied.

  Though Richard was a genius himself but never even once did he stop midway to conclude his work. He 
very patiently took each step one by one to make success out of him. This shows if one sets his eyes on 
something he will achieve it no matter how difficult the path is.

 Q. 3. Imagine you are Richard. You have been invited by Mr. Weiherer to deliver a short address to the students 
at your erstwhile school. You have been asked to encourage them to take an interest in the study of 
Science and how research in Science can help the world. Write that short speech. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Hello,
  My dear young friends,
  It’s an honour to stand amongst you and say a few words on how Science has changed the life of a man. 

Don’t you think so what am saying is true; I sincerely feel that study of science has brought a revolution in 
the world in terms of progress and growth. There has been research after research carried on by scientists 
which has brought the world closer as a one single unit. Scientific development in one corner of world is 
affecting every person’s life in some way or the other. All comforts that we enjoy in life be it Computers, 
T.V., Fridge, Mobiles or Airplanes are all the products of scientist’s efforts and labour. I very earnestly feel 
that every child in his school time should pick up the study of science which prepares him to face the 
world with much more confidence. Being a science student myself, I feel highly blessed to take up the 
study of science which has developed me into a sound individual.

  Thanks!
  Have a great day!
  Good day.

7. THE NECKLACE

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. “She suffered incessantly, feeling herself born for all delicacies and luxuries. She suffered from the poverty of her 
apartment, the shabby walls and the worn chairs. All these things tortured and angered her.

 When she seated herself for dinner opposite her husband who uncovered the tureen with a delighted air, saying, 
“Oh! the good potpie! I know nothing better than that...,” she would think of elegant dinners of shining silver; 
she thought of the exquisite food served in marvellous dishes. She had neither frocks nor jewels, nothing. And 
she loved only those things.

 She had a rich friend, a schoolmate at the convent, who she did not like to visit- she suffered so much when she 
returned. She wept for whole days from despair and disappointment.” [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Choose the option that list the set of statements that are NOT TRUE according to the given extract.

1. Matilda was very pleased with her life.
2. Matilda envied her friend for being well-off.
3. M Loisel didn’t appreciate what Matilda cooked.
4. Matilda despised the fact that she lived a life of poverty.
5. Matilda never felt troubled, though she desired a luxurious life.
6. Matilda thought of grand dinners and silverware sitting at the dinner table.
7. Matilda felt depressed after visiting her friend.
(a) 1, 3, 6 (b) 3, 5, 7
(c) 1, 3, 5 (d) 2, 4, 7
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(ii) Which word does ‘delicacies’ NOT correspond to?
(a) etherealness (b) elegance
(c) exquisiteness (c) robustness

(iii) Choose the answer that lists the correct option of what a ‘tureen’ is?

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(iv) Choose the characteristic displayed by M Loisel in the extract.
(a) conceited (b) contended
(c) appeased (d) subdued

(v) The extract uses the phrase ‘elegant dinners’. Which of the following expressions is incorrect with respect 
to the word ‘elegant’?

(ii) wave

(i) furnishings

(iv) interiors

(iii) Sharp

elegant

(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv) 

Ans. (i) (c) 1, 3, 5
 (ii) (d) robustness
 (iii) (c) Option (iii)
 (iv) (b) contended
 (v) (c) Option (iii)
Q. 2. “He was silent, stupefied, in dismay, at the sight of his wife weeping. He stammered, “What is the matter? What 

is the matter?”
 By a violent effort, she had controlled her vexation and responded in a calm voice, wiping her moist cheeks, 

“Nothing. Only I have no dress and consequently I cannot go to this affair. Give your card to some colleague 
whose wife is better fitted out than I.’’

 He was grieved, but answered, “Let us see, Matilda. How much would a suitable costume cost, something that 
would serve for other occasions, something very simple?”

 She reflected for some seconds thinking of a sum that she could ask for without bringing with it an immediate 
refusal and a frightened exclamation from the economical clerk.” [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) What does ‘economical clerk’ indicate?

(a) M Loisel was a spendthrift even though he earned a lot.
(b) M Loisel was thrifty as he had a major income.
(c) M Loisel calculated money all the time as he was a clerk.
(d) M Loisel was stingy about money and didn’t spend it.

(ii) Pick the option that correctly classifies fact/s (F) and opinion/s (O) of the people below:

(1) I think
that Matilda

(2) I feel
that Matilda

(3) It’s
important

(4) I really
don’t think,
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(a) F-1, 2 and O-3, 4 (b) F-3, O-1,2, 4
(c) F-2, 4, O-1,3 (d) F-2, 3, 4, O-1

(iii) Pick the correct set that matches with the feelings of the highlighted words related to the characters:
 Matilda: By a violent effort, she had controlled...
 M Loisel: He was grieved....

(i) Matilda felt aggressive; M Loisel was troubled
(ii) Matilda was irritated; M Loisel was upset and cried
(iii) Matilda tried extremely hard; M Loisel felt intense sorrow
(iv) Matilda was quite calm; M Loisel’s heart ached for love
(a) Option (i) (b) Option (ii)
(c) Option (iii) (d) Option (iv)

(iv) M Loisel was astonished seeing his wife’s reaction. He writes a diary entry that night. Complete the entry 
by with the missing words, by choosing the correct option.

11 January, Monday  9:00 pm
I thought Matilda would be (i) ______________ seeing the 
invitation in my hand. However, her reaction has left me 
(ii)__________________. I don’t know how I would be able to 
(iii)_______________ a new dress for her.

(a) (i) vexed (ii) disturbed (iii) bring
(b) (i) elated (ii) disturbed (iii) afford
(c) (i) keen (ii) depressed (iii) bring
(d) (i) elated (ii) distressed (iii) afford

(v) Choose the option that gives the most appropriate response to the statement made by the speaker.

M Loisel overpampered
his wife and readily accepted 
her demands.

(a) I think Matilda was being unreasonable and unrealistic.
(b) I feel that M Loisel loved Matilda and wanted her to be happy.
(c) In my opinion M Loisel was being too harsh with Matilda.
(d) I feel that M Loisel should not have brought the invite home. 

Ans. (i) (b) M Loisel was thrifty as he had a meager income.
 (ii) (b) F-3, O-1,2, 4
 (iii) (c) Option (iii)
 (iv) (d) (i) elated (ii) distressed (iii) afford
 (v) (b) I feel that M Loisel loved Matilda and wanted her to be happy.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1.  Madam Loisel now knew the horrible life of necessity. Do you think Madam Loisel accepted this change 
willingly? Give two reasons in support of your answer. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. Yes, Madam Loisel came to know the horrible life of necessity because after losing the necklace their life 
changed drastically. Matilda had to do all the household chores. She had to do away with her maid and 
carry down garbage to the street on her own. She had to wash the dishes and do all the shopping from 
the market with a lot of haggling. Her husband also had to work hard. Though she found it hard to accept 
the reality but in the end she knew she had to all this in order to re-pay the money they borrowed.

 Q. 2. Mention two things you would have done, other than what M Loisel did, to help resolve the problem of 
the lost necklace. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. If I would have been in M. Loisel’s place, I would have strictly asked my wife to repay the lost necklace. 
I would have stood by her and asked my friends and family members to help her in the hour of distress. 
I would have, as a responsible person, taken help of the police as well. 

 Q. 3. Mention one of the most pleasurable things, according to you, that money can’t buy and support your 
choice with an appropriate reason. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
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 Ans. Money can buy us everything but satisfaction and peace of mind one should always be happy with what one 
is having and not think of what there’s to have. You as a person should always be happy in the situation 
God has kept you. He always thinks the best for you. The more contended you are, the more happy you 
would be. It is not the luxuries in life which make you a better person. You become better only by your 
good deeds and actions. So try to be a good human being first rather than complaining one. In Matilda’s 
case she always complaint of more money, more comfort what she got in the end was totally opposite to 
what she expected out of life. So never expect only go with natural flow in life.

 Q. 4. Imagine Matilda got to know that M Loisel had given her four hundred francs, which he had saved to 
buy a gun. How do you think she would have reacted? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. I don’t think so she would have reacted any better. She was self-conscious woman who only thought of 
her own comforts in life. Though her husband M Loisel loved her dearly, she never reciprocated in the 
same way as he did throughout the story. She was highly impulsive and impatient woman who reacted 
very angrily to the situation. Even if she would have come to know that M. Loisel had kept that money 
to buy that gun she would not have bothered as she wanted to look the best in the ball.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Madam Forestier writes a diary entry after having met Matilda, knowing the truth and seeing the 
transformation in her friend. Write a short diary entry as Madam Forestier about your encounter and 
how you felt. You may begin like this. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

20th July, Monday 9:00 pm
I couldn’t recognise Matilda at all. I wish she had told me the truth about the 
necklace.

 Ans. 20th July Monday 9:00 PM
  I couldn’t recognise Matilda at all. I wish she had told me the truth about the necklace, which she didn’t. 

I feel so sorry for her. The poor lady had to go through so much just for the sake of one artificial necklace 
worth 400 francs. I am surprised she hid this all from me fearing I would demand the real price of the 
necklace from her. Oh! I wish she should have at least spoken to me once, so that I could have got her 
out of this predicament. My innocent friend, Matilda, whom I love so dearly, had to go through this pain 
of having lost my necklace in the ball. She during this course of life has become a much tougher person. 
She no longer is that sweet face of woman she used to be. It clearly pains to see her like this. I would like 
to help her.

  Madam Forestier
 Q. 2. Imagine you’re one of the columnists in a magazine. People write to you about their issues, seeking your 

advice.
  Matilda writes to you about the guilt she feels for having lost a necklace and how it changed the course 

of her life and her husband’s. What would be your advice to her? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The Editor
  Mr Jay,
  It’s a pleasure to write of my woes in your column. You are the best adviser to everybody’s problems. You 

lent a patient ear to each of your guests. Now listen and be the best adviser to me.
  I am into depression mode as I recently lost a diamond necklace of my best friend which I had borrowed 

for a party. No amount of pacifying from my husband M Loisel could bring me out of this feeling. Though 
I was cynosure of everybody’s eyes in the party. The loss of necklace brought it all down. After losing it, I 
got so worried as how I will face my friend now. All through this my husband has been very supportive 
of me, his immense love and faith me in me sailed me through this time. He did all in his capacity to 
get me out of it. To repay the necklace we borrowed her another necklace which has made our lives very 
difficult and we now live a life of penury with meager income to support us. How should I help myself 
to get out of this!

  Mr. Jay : Well Matilda! Whatever happens, happens for the best. So put your worries across and think 
of your future ahead. You have suffered enough, now think of brighter side of life and learn from your 
mistakes. I am sure you will be out of it soon.

 Q. 3. Matilda goes home after meeting Madam Forestier after ten years and shares the fact with M Loisel that 
the necklace was a false one. Write the dialogue between Matilda and M Loisel.
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  Matilda: I don’t know how to tell you this but I met Madam Forestier today and she told me that her 
necklace was

  M Loisel: What! I can’t believe my ears. That huge debt was for nothing!
  Matilda: ........................................................................................................................
  M Loisel: ...................................................................................................................... [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Dialogue between Matilda and M. Loisel __________________
  Matilda : I don’t know how to tell you this but I met Madam Forestier today and she told me that her 

necklace was false one.
  M Loisel : What! I can’t believe my ears. That huge debt was for nothing!
  Matilda : Yes, M Loisel it is really surprising that we had to go through so much. I don’t know what God 

had in store for us.
  M Loisel : Shocking it is really! Unbelievable. She told you all this herself.
  Matilda : Madam Forestier was shocked, even she could believe that we had to go through so much just 

for the sake of this false necklace.
  M Loisel : Now what do you think we should do?
  Matilda : Well! We can ask her to give back the real diamond necklace to us. So, that we can repay our 

debts.
  M Loisel : What if she refuses?
  Matilda : Well! Madam Forestier is a friend of mine. She will never refuse. I am sure. Let me just speak to 

her.
  M Loisel : Do what you feel like.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. Your teacher conducted an Turn Tables in class, and asked you to put forth your views on ‘Frugality in 
Life is the Ideal Way to Live’.

  Write the debate script with points to supplement your stand, both for and against the motion and conclude 
with your own views. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. For the motion
  You may begin like this...............
  Being frugal is the quality of a prudent person who is economical in the consumption of resources available 

to him. These resources can be in any form be it food, clothes money or just about anything. Avoiding 
wastage of any kind is the greatest virtue of man. We should always remember that resources available to 
us by mother earth are scanty, we should make judicious use of them. Today, the whole world is hit by 
deadly Corona, people are out of jobs, some are working from home, some are doing nothing. In such a 
scenario the prudent use of money becomes all the more important. So, always use money wisely.

  Against the motion,
  There are no two ways about it that money makes the world go round. It’s the power of money that rules 

the world in today’s time. The more we flaunt it, the more progressive we are thought to be. Everybody 
loves to possess it. So, if we have more why not just show it. After all being thrifty always doesn’t pay, 
one needs to look for one’s own comfort as well. Spend what you have today, do not bother for tomorrow. 
For no one knows what tomorrow has in store for us.

 Q. 2. One of your friends has to attend a class party at his / her school and wants to purchase the most expensive 
clothes and shows. He/ She feels that this would make him/ her stand out in the crowd.

  You receive a call from your friend seeking advice on this matter. Write down that telephonic conversation 
between your friend and yourself.

  You may begin this way:
  Friend: Hey, I want an honest opinion from you. Will you please help me?
  You: .........................................................................................................................................
  Friend: So, there’s this class party I have to attend. It’s a big deal!
  You: ........................................................................................................................................ [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. ‘Frequently in life is the ideal way to live’is being as simple as possible. Buying a costly dress doesn’t mean 

you would look the best in the party. One can look pretty even in a simple attire. So, go for something 
very normal in best colours.

  Friend
  Just suggest something...........
  You
  May be a saree. It makes the woman look beautiful in all situations in all times. So,why don’t you go for 

it. There are a number of varieties like tussar, chanderi, mogra,eerie to choose from.
  Friend
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  That’s a good idea. Let me just try it. You are the best adviser when it comes to suggest something
  Thanks any ways.
 Q. 3. Read the following quote.
  “We are too involved in materialistic things, and they don’t satisfy us. The loving relationships we have, 

the universe around us, we take these things for granted.” - Mitch Albom
  Matilda was never satisfied with her life and desired more. The given quote reflects her character. Justify.

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Matilda always longed for luxuries in life. Money, glamour and luxuries were a part of her life. She didn’t 

care for her middle class upbringing, she always kept day dreaming about materialistic pleasures in life. 
She didn’t even bother a bout her husband’s feelings that how much he cared and loved her. For the ball 
she insisted on buying the most beautiful dress, so that she could look the most beautiful in the ball. She 
longed for appreciation and admiration from all. She kept running after her fantasies and in the end lost 
everything in the bargain. Through all this ordeal, it was only her husband who stood by her. Thus, it is 
better to understand that one should be satisfied, with what one is having and not believe in false show 

off.

8. THE HACK DRIVER

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. After graduating with honours, I became a junior assistant clerk in a magnificent law firm. I was sent, not to 
prepare legal briefs, but to serve summons, like a cheap private detective. I had to go to dirty and shadowy 
corners of the city to seek out my victims. Some of the larger and more selfconfident ones even beat me up. I 
hated this unpleasant work, and the side of city life it revealed to me. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) The law firm that the narrator joined was

(a) splendid. (b) philanthropic.
(c) reputable. (d) contemporary.

(ii) ‘Like a cheap private detective’ is a reference to the fact that the speaker?
(a) wasn’t drawing as good a salary as a detective.
(b) was upset about working in the private sector.
(c) wasn’t trying to be an established detective.
(d) was disappointed with his allotted work.

(iii) Which of the following options was NOT a part of this unpleasant work?
(a) searching for law-breakers.
(b) serving summons.
(c) getting beaten up.
(d) preparing legal documents.

(iv) The shadowy corners of the city conjure up images of places?
(a) with many trees to provide shade.
(b) where crime is not uncommon.
(c) which receive absolutely no sunlight.
(d) with tall buildings and their shadows.

(v) Choose the option that is NOT TRUE.
The speaker found this side of the city life unpleasant because it revealed people who had
(a) robbed others of their belongings. (b) threatened others.
(c) swindled the innocent. (d) served summons for a case.

Ans. (i) (a) splendid.
 (ii) (d) was disappointed with his allotted work.
 (iii) (d) preparing legal documents.
 (iv) (b) where crime is not uncommon.
 (v) (a) robbed others of their belongings.
Q. 2. Fritz looked at me, hiding behind Bill. He hesitated, and then admitted, “Yes, he was in here a little while ago. 

Guess he’s gone over to Gustaff’s to get a shave.”
 “Well, if he comes in, tell him I’m looking for him.” We drove to Gustaff’s barber shop. Again, Bill went in first, 

and I lingered at the door. He asked not only the Swede but two customers if they had seen Lutkins. The Swede 
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had not. He said angrily, “I haven’t seen him, and don’t care to. But if you find him you can just collect that dollar 
thirty-five, he owes me.” One of the customers thought he had seen Lutkins walking down Main Street, this side 
of the hotel. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Fritz’s hesitation was on account of wanting to

(a) take a moment to comprehend and fall in with the prank.
(b) understand what was being asked and answer accordingly.
(c) pretend ignorance at the question asked to waste time.
(d) confirm that it was him being addressed, before replying.

(ii) The narrator lingered at the door while Bill went in first and made enquiries.
 Pick up the option that does not correctly use the word ‘linger’ in the sentence:

(a) It’s best if you can linger in the lobby while I get my luggage.
(b) I blurted out the final question that had been lingering in my mind.
(c) If a customer lingers over a product, the cameras zoom in to record facial expressions.
(d) Mom reminded us that household business cannot be lingered hastily.

(iii) The narrator hovered near the door because he
(a) wanted to eavesdrop on the conversation.
(b) didn’t trust Bill to enquire sternly.
(c) had been asked to remain there by Bill.
(d) found the interior too stuffy.

(iv) One person mentioned that he had seen Lutkins walking down Main Street. This was an example of
(a) being taken to the cleaners. (b) sending someone on a wild goose chase.
(c) stretching the truth. (d) Making scales fall off someone’s eyes.

(v) The extract is an example of writing in the style of a/n
(a) personal narrative. (b) biography.
(c) historical fiction. (d) research article.

Ans. (i) (a) take a moment to comprehend and fall in with the prank.
 (ii) (d) Mom reminded us that household business cannot be lingered hastily.
 (iii) (c) had been asked to remain there by Bill.
 (iv) (d) Making scales fall off someone’s eyes.
 (v) (a) personal narrative.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

Q. 1.  Explain how the narrator’s expectations fell short of what he’d expected when he was sent to New Mullion?
     [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  The narrator expected New Mullion to be a ‘sweet and simple country village! But contrary to his expectations, 
he encountered ‘rivers of mud’ in its street, with rows of wooden shops, either painted a sour brown or bare 
without any paint.

Q. 2.  What about the delivery man appealed to the young junior assistant clerk from the city?  [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  The delivery man was the only possible and agreeable sight for the lawyer in New Mullion. He introduced 
himself as the hack driver. He was around forty years of age and looked friendly and amiable took longer around 
the town.

Q. 3.  Explain why Bill’s offer wasn’t ‘entirely a matter of brotherly love’? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  The narrator was aware that Bill’s helpful services were not merely a matter of brotherly love. I t was his way of 
making money from him. As he changed him for every service he offered him whether it was taking him around 
village or lunch from his love.

Q. 4.  What do you think inspired the minister’s wife to sing the loudest in church when she was most in debt?
     [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  In the story, the hack driver, the minister’s wife starts singing the loudest in Church, because she was in debt 
and her situation compelled her to do so. Seeking her singing everybody was shocked because people generally 
behave so when they are in debt.

Q. 5.  The young man earned for himself the ire of his office people on his return from New Mullion. Explain why.  
  [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  The lawyer’s employers reacted angrily when he returned, empty handed from New Mullion. He told him in a 
murdering tone that he deserved to dig ditches and not get trained as a lawyer.
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Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

Q. 1.  Do you agree that the expression—taken for a ride— fits this story like a glove? Why/why not?

[CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  Yes, we totally agree that lawyer was gullible and his behaviour was that of immature and unprofessional person. 
Being a lawyer, he should have kept the secret to himself about his visit to the village. His such, dependence on 
the hack drive shows his naivety. He should have sensed the situation and behave accordingly.

Q. 2. ‘Bill made me sound very important, and the woman was impressed.’ 
 (a) Why did this particularly gladden the narrator’s heart? 

 (b) What does it tell us about human nature and the young man in particular?    [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  (a) The narrator had always wanted to be a real lawyer and make it big in life, rather than train as a junior 
assistant clerk, serving summons to people. When he was introduced by Bill as a representative of the court, 
it particularly made him happy because Bill made it sound like he was a very important person.

 (b) The incident in the story the Hack Driver tells us that humans are easily impressed and can be made happy 
by appreciation, even if it is exaggerated and not based on reality. This tells us that the narrator was a 
narcissist. He sought appreciation and was impressed when he received it, though it was a false one.

Q. 3. Oliver Lutkins had to be served summons to appear as a witness in a law case. Why do you think he had  
 ignored all their letters thus far and successfully thwarted their attempt at serving summons? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  Oliver Lutkins was hot a simpleton but a very sharp minded person who thevarted  every attempt by the law 
firm to serve summons to him because he never wanted to appear in the court as a witness.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

Q. 1.  It would have been very easy for anyone to spoil Lutkins’ game, but no one did.

 (a) Why do you think everyone joined hands with him?

 (b) What does it reveal about Oliver?          [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  (a)  The people in the village were sharp-minded, Witty, fun-loving and joyful. They are adept in tricking and 
befooling strangers. Not a single person lets the cat out of the bag. Everyone of these village men understood 
that Lutkins was having fun at the cost of this new person to the village.

 (b) It shows that Oliver was a very sharp, intelligent person. He was very popular in his village and everybody 
joins him to befool the young Lawyer.

Q. 2.  Lutkins’ neighbours had missed seeing the narrator on his first visit. Create a dialogue between the neighbour,  
 Jasper and Lutkins wherein Jasper expresses his disappointment and Lutkins shares his insights and opinions  
 about the narrator.        [CBSE-QB, 2021]

Ans.  The dialogue between the neighbour and Lutkins can go like this ______
 The neighbour – Well! Lutkins where is that young punk from the city. Whom came to serve you summons.
 Lutkins - Ha! Ha! He is back to the city like a fool. You know me, I had to send him back for my 

own good.
 The neighbour - Oh! I missed out meeting him……..
 Lutkins -  Why you wanted to meet him? Was there anything interesting about him?
 The neighbour  – Well! He was the hot topic of discussion through the entire village these days. So! the 

natural curiosity………. You see.
 Lutkins - I see! But he was an ignorant person, who didn’t knew his job too well. Total failure!
 The neighbour – How?
 Lutkins  - He believed in whatever I said. Could not guess that all through that I myself – 

Lutkins was with him.
 The neighbour  – Oh!

 Lutkins -  Yeah! I befooled by me.
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9. BHOLI

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. “Ramlal stood rooted to the ground, his head bowed low with the weight of grief and shame.
 The flames of the sacred fire slowly died down. Everyone was gone. Ramlal turned to Bholi and said, “But what 

about you, no one will ever marry you now. What shall we do with you?”
 And Sulekha said in a voice that was calm and steady. “Don’t you worry, Pitaji! In your old age I will serve you 

and Mother and I will teach in the same school where I learnt so much. Isn’t that right, Ma’am?”
 The teacher had all along stood in a corner, watching the drama. “Yes, Bholi, of course,” she replied. And in her 

smiling eyes was the light of a deep satisfaction that an artist feels when contemplating the completion of her 
masterpiece.” [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Ramlal stood rooted to the ground because he

(a) was moved by what he heard. (b) was influenced by Bholi’s words
(c) was in a state of shock. (d) was in an immovable position.

(ii) Bholi had refused to get married as
(a) her father couldn’t afford the dowry that was demanded
(b) the bridegroom had been greedy and was disrespectful
(c) the bridegroom had insulted her father
(d) her father was getting her married to a man older to her

(iii) Pick the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘contemplating’ as used in the extract.
(a) Contemplating sharing my belongings with someone is definitely tough.
(b) She took some time to respond as she was contemplating what to say.
(c) I was contemplating my reflection in the mirror and was speechless.
(d) She was contemplating though the pages of the document that was with her.

(iv) Why did the teacher stand in one corner watching the drama?
(a)  She was elated to see what was happening.
(b) She wanted to see what Bholi would be doing.
(c) She didn’t want to interfere in a family matter.
(d) She had faith in Bholi standing up for herself.

(v) Pick the option that includes the correct matches of Column A with Column B.

Column A Column B

I. Bholi (i) independent and confident

II. Ramlal (ii) burden less and free

III. Teacher (iii) sense of contentment and accomplishment

(iv) embarrassed and anxious
(a) I-(ii); II-(iv); III-(iii) (b) I-(i); II-(iv); III-(iii)
(c) I-(iii); II-(ii); III-(i) (d) I-(iii); II-(iii); III-(iv) 

Ans. (i) (c) was in a state of shock.
 (ii) (b) the bridegroom had been greedy and was disrespectful
 (iii) (b) She took some time to respond as she was contemplating what to say.
 (iv) (d) She had faith in Bholi standing up for herself.
 (v) (b) I-(i); II-(iv); III-(iii)
Q. 2. “What’s the matter with you, you fool? Shouted Ramlal. “I am only taking you to school.”
 Then he told his wife, “Let her wear some decent clothes today or else what will the teachers and the other 

school girls think of us when they see her?
 New clothes had never been made for Bholi. The old dresses of her sisters were passed on to her. No one cared 

to mend or wash her clothes. But today she was lucky to receive a clean dress which had shrunk after many 
washings and no longer fitted Champa. She was even bathed and oil was rubbed into her dry and matted hair. 
Only then did she believe that she was being taken to a place better than her home! When they reached the 
school, the children were already in their classrooms.” [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Why did Ramlal call Bholi a fool?
 This was because

(a) Bholi had become hysterical and was screaming.
(b) Bholi shouted in fear and pulled her hand away.
(c) Bholi was behaving foolishly and was running away.
(d) Bholi had been behaving very strangely with her father.
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(ii) Pick the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘decent’ as used in the extract.
(a) He gets a decent amount of salary.
(b) One must be decent when having a conversation with strangers.
(c) She was dressed in a decent manner for the interview.
(d) It was very decent of him to lend me some money.

(iii) Pick the option that best describes how Bholi felt at the end of her first day in school.

(a) lost and scared (b) calm and peaceful

(c) elated and peaceful (d) hopeful and elated

(iv) Why was Bholi’s hair matted?

(a) It was entangled and oiled. (b) It was never oiled or combed.

(c) It was not combed regularly. (d) It was unkempt and oiled.

(v) What fear did Bholi have when she was told about being taken to school?

(a) She thought she was going to be neglected by her parents.

(a) She thought her parents were going to get rid of her.

(c) She felt that she would be thrown out of the house and sold.

(d) She thought her parents were thinking of ways to throw her out. 
Ans. (i) (b) Bholi shouted in fear and pulled her hand away.
 (ii) (c) She was dressed in a decent manner for the interview.
 (iii) (d) hopeful and elated
 (iv) (b) It was never oiled or combed.
 (v) (c) She felt that she would be thrown out of the house and sold.

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Ramlal was worried about Bholi as she didn’t have good looks.
  Counter the belief that it’s important for a girl to be good looking and give a reason for the same. 

[CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Bholi’s father was always worried about her because she not only looked ugly due to pock marks, but also 

stammered while talking. But in today’s time it is not that important. Bholi very aptly proved this wrong despite 
her ugly looks. She turned out to be a masterpiece who fought against the evils of the society by refusing to 
marry Bishamber Nath.

 Q. 2. How did you feel when you read about Bholi being ignored and ill-treated by her parents as a child? 
[CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. It is really feels sad that a dumb cow like Bholi who was so good at heart was ill-treated by her parents. Bholi 
was a gem of a person who delivered much better treatment from her loved ones. All he needed was love and 
care.

 Q. 3. Do you think Bholi could have confidently refused to marry Bishamber if she weren’t educated? Give reason/s.
 [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. No, I don’t think so, Bholi would have refused to marry Bishamber in that case. In the story, it was her going 
to school that brought the positive change in her and stood for her rights otherwise in the story she has been 
portrayed as a weak girl.

 Q. 4. How would you have reacted if you were one of the guests witnessing Bholi’s wedding when she refused to 
marry Bishamber Nath? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. I would have fully supported Bholi if I were present there. As a mature and aware person I feel what she did 
was absolutely right. She has every right to refuse to marry a person who demands dowry and is of double her 
age. If I would have a daughter like Bholi, I would be the first person to appreciate her bold more.

 Q. 5.  Do you think Bholi’s father would have agreed to the match if her mother hadn’t insisted upon it? Why/ Why 
not? [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. No, he wouldn’t have agreed to it. In the story, Ramlal is shown to be a concerned and loving father who had 
immense love for her youngest daughter. Even though he confronted her wife and warned her to marrying off 
Bholi to Bishamber but it was his wife who insisted on her getting married to this old man.
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Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Bholi’s parents accepted the match for her though Bishamber Nath was nearly the same age as her father. Bholi 
also accepted her parents’ decision without voicing her opinion.

  (a) What does this tell you about the social conditions prevailing in our society?
  (b) How do you think these problems can be addressed? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. When Bishamber greedily demanded five thousand rupees as a condition to marry a girl with pock marks on her 

face, Bholi refused to allow him to garland her and told him that he was a contemptible person. These problems 
can be addressed if proper education is imparted to everyone in the society.

 Q. 2. You’ve read the quote: ‘A teacher affects eternity. He can never tell where his influence stops.’
  In the context of this statement, comment on the role of Bholi’s teacher in her life. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Bholi found her school teacher to be different from her family members because the teacher was a kind and 

considerate lady. She had a soft and soothing tone. She gave Bholi a lot of encouragement and inspiration which 
she was not getting from her family.

 Q. 3. You and your friend have a conversation about prevalent discrmination between boys and girls , even today. 
Write the dialogue.

  You may begin like this:
  Friend: I don’t think discrimination in terms of gender is a thing of the past.
  You: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
  Friend: Hmmm. Yes, I agree, though we are in the 21st century it still continues in a blatant manner in many 

parts of the country.
  You: …………………………………. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. You: Very true it is prevalent even today. After so much of heated debates still the condition is same in every 

corner of the country. We as Indians have still not got rid of this age old system.
  Friend: Have you ever faced it in your life?
  You: Many times, being a girl child in my family and that too belonging to a Rajput community, I have faced it 

many times.
  Friend: Can you give one instance, when you felt it?
  You: Well! During my grown years I always felt that my brother was given special treatment. I wanted to study 

Genetic Engineering but my father refused saying that he needs to give my brother a chance to study engineering. 
He could not afford our academic expenses.

  Friend: Did you fight it?
  You : Yes, in a very hard way. I studied Chemistry honours in college and topped became a lecturer in college.
  Friend: Wow! That’s great
  You : Thanks
 Q. 4. Which character traits of Bholi have had an everlasting impression on you? Why? [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Bholi was definitely her teacher’s masterpiece because under her guidance, she overcame her handicap of 

stammering. The shy and reticent child bloomed into a bold and confident girl. She was a true masterpiece 
because she had the courage to revolt against a social evil of dowry and refused to marry the greedy Bishamber 
Nath.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. After reading Bholi’s story you decide to write a blog on the importance of educating the girl child and how 
it empowers her.

  Write that blog expressing your views. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. www. blogspot.com
  Hi friends!
  I am a proud female, too proud of my lineage. I find it extremely honourable that God has made woman. She 

is the most beautiful creation of nature. This world would not have been what it is today if women were not 
there. They make the world a beautiful place to live in. I, being a woman love to explore all the challenges that 
life throws at me. In today’s time woman are equivalent to man in all respects. They are part of all mainstream 
activities involving both the sexes be it male or female. Being a modern, confident women gives me immense 
strength and pleasure. It feels highly respected when females like Indira Nooyi, Melinda Gates and Nita Ambani 
are respected and accepted by one and all in society. So, friends never feel you are inferior, you are the noblest 
creation of God, Just love your womanhood.

  Good luck!
  Have a great day!
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 Q. 2. Imagine you are Bholi and you have been invited by a girl’s secondary school in another village to address a 
group of students about being independent, fearless and breaking stereotypes. Write that speech. 

[CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Hello Students!
  It is an honour for me to be amongst you people and speak of my life experiences. Today, I teach in my village 

school. I am a senior teacher teaching senior classes. But it was not so with me in my initial years. While growing 
up I was a very hesitant and nervous child who even could not face people. I was so shy to meet anyone. I 
stammered and due to my ugly looks felt so low in confidence that I thought I would not be able to do anything 
in life. Even my parents thought so about me. But one fine day, I landed in a school and my life changed after 
this. I started studying and education brought lot of changes in me. It made me what I am today, a woman of 
substance whom everyone loves. So believe in your abilities and let life take it’s own course.

  Love you all!
  Take care
  Have a good day.

10. THE BOOK THAT SAVED THE EARTH

 
Extract-Based Questions 

Q. 1. THINK-TANK: Mirror, mirror, in my hand. Who is the most fantastically intellectually gifted being in the land?
 OFFSTAGE VOICE: (after a pause) You, sir.
 THINK -TANK: (smacking mirror) Quicker. Answer quicker next time. I hate a slow mirror. (He admires himself 

in the mirror.) Ah, there I am. Are we Martians not a handsome race? So much more attractive than those ugly 
Earthlings with their tiny heads. Noodle, you keep on exercising your mind, and someday you’ll have a balloon 
brain just like mine.

 NOODLE: Oh, I hope so, Mighty Think-Tank. I hope so.
 THINK -TANK: Now, contact the space probe. I want to invade that primitive ball of mud called Earth before 

lunch.
 NOODLE: It shall be done, sir. (He adjusts levers on switchboard. Electronic buzzes and beeps are heard as the 

curtains open.) [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)
(i) Choose the option that lists the most appropriate meaning of think-tank from those given below.

(a) A tank that helps you think deeper than an average person, if you use its contents regularly.
(b) Non-stop flow of ideas from a fixed source about one particular issue.
(c) A pool of ideas and solutions to various problems via an individual, group or organisation.
(d) A method by way of which people think collectively to identify stray thoughts among them.

(ii) “Mirror, mirror, in my hand. Who is the most fantastically intellectually gifted being in the land?”
Choose the option that lists the genre having the original reference to the above lines.
(a) Biography (b) Science-fiction
(c) Mystery (d)  Fairy tale

(iii) Choose the option that correctly categorizes the phrase “(after a pause)” based on the dialogue given 
above.
(a) aside (b) stage direction
(c) narration (d) setting

(iv) Choose the option that gives you fits the example of an irony from the ones given below.
(a)  “Who is the most fantastically intellectually gifted being in the land?”
(b) “I hate a slow mirror.”
(c) “Noodle, you keep on exercising your mind, and someday you’ll have a balloon brain just like mine.
(d) “I want to invade that primitive ball of mud called Earth before lunch.”

(v) Choose the option that includes the display of ‘smacking’ as used in the extract.
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(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2)
(c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)

Ans. (i) (c) A pool of ideas and solutions to various problems via an individual, group or organisation.
 (ii) (d) Fairy tale
 (iii) (b) stage direction
 (iv) (c) “Noodle, you keep on exercising your mind, and someday you’ll have a balloon brain just like mine.
 (v) (d) Option (4)

Q. 2. OOP: I haven’t a clue. I’ve been to seven galaxies, but I’ve never seen anything like this. Maybe they’re hats. (He 
opens a book and puts it on his head.) Say, maybe this is a haberdashery!

 OMEGA: (bowing low) Perhaps the Great and Mighty Think-Tank will give us the benefit of his thought on the 
matter.

 THINK-TANK: Elementary, my dear Omega. Hold one of the items up so that I may view it closely. (Omega 
holds a book on the palm of her hand.) Yes, yes, I understand now. Since Earth creatures are always eating, the 
place in which you find yourselves is undoubtedly a crude refreshment stand.

 OMEGA: (to Iota and Oop) He says we’re in a refreshment stand.
 OOP: Well, the Earthlings certainly have a strange diet. [CBSE-QB, 2021] (5 × 1 = 5)

(i) Why did Omega bow low before Think-Tank?
(a) As a mark of respect and recognition of supremacy.
(b) To flatter and appease the character.
(c) As a sign of submission and understanding of his strength.
(d) To curry favour and goodwill from the character.

(ii) Choose the option that associates the person to a haberdashery.
(a) Jagdeep is a primary school teacher who teaches English.
(b) Tanishq is a tailor who makes garments for men only.
(c) Falguni is a chemist who manufactures her own medicine.
(d) Asma is an engineer who works on designing space stations.

(iii) Choose the option that explains what Think-Tank meant by saying- Elementary, my dear Omega.
(a) “It’s simple general knowledge, Omega.”
(b) “It’s something that a primary school person won’t understand, Omega.”
(c) “It’s quite obviously deducible, Omega”
(d) “It’s a little more than complicated, Omega.”

(iv) The quality of being crude has been allotted to the refreshment stand because
(a) Earthlings have bad eating habits according to Think-Tank.
(b) the temperature of the refreshment stand was too high.
(c) the refreshment stands are responsible for poor health of the Earthlings.
(d) it produces food that is unrefined and unprocessed in nature.

(v) Earth inhabitants are Earthlings and those from Mars are Martians, what are the inhabitants of Venus 
adressed as in most sci-fi stories?
(a) Venusites (b) Venatians
(c) Venings (d) Venusians

Ans. (i) (a) As a mark of respect and recognition of supremacy.
 (ii) (b) Tanishq is a tailor who makes garments for men only.
 (iii) (c) “It’s quite obviously deducible, Omega”
 (iv) (d) it produces food that is unrefined and unprocessed in nature.
 (v) (d) Venusians

 
Very Short Answer Type Questions (20-30 words & 2 marks each)

 Q. 1. Think- Tank assumes that the Earthlings are after him. Give reasons for the same. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Think-Tank crew read about Humpty-Dumpty’s fall in the rhyme and showed the picture to Think-Tank. 

Think-Tank’s head resembled that of Humpty-Dumpty. This makes Think-Tank feel that earthlings were 
planning to invade Mars and capture him.

 Q. 2. Describe briefly how the Martians reach upon the correct application of the book. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. Think-Tank thought that books were two slices of what was called bread with some sort of filling, so he asked 

Omega to eat the book. But Noodle informed Think-Tank that the books were a sort of communication device. 
He also suggested that the team to eat vitamins to increase their intelligence so that they could read the book.

 Q. 3. Give any two reasons for Oop's breaking into laughter on reading the first nursery rhyme. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The first rhyme described about a woman who grows cockle shells, silver bells and pretty maids in her garden. 

So all laughed at how anyone could grow maids in the garden.
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 Q. 4. 20th century referred to as the ‘Era of the Book’. Comment briefly. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The twentieth century was often called the Era of the book as there were books about everything. Books taught 

people how, when, where, and why of everything. They illustrated, educated, punctuated, and even decorated.

 
Short Answer Type Questions (40-50 words & 3 marks each)

 Q. 1. Mention any two points of differences between Earthlings and Martians in the 20th century. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The Earthlings had a smaller head when compared to the Martians who had great and mighty balloon brain. 

Earthlings could read and write, but Martians could not even understand the concept of books and thought 
them to be sandwiches.

 Q. 2. Martians were never able to bring themselves to read the book Mother Goose. Discuss why the Historian said 
so. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. One dusty old book of nursery rhymes saved the earth from a Martian invasion. The Martian could not decipher 
the meaning of nursery rhymes. Their misinterpretation made the situation comical. They began to believe that 
the Earthlings had advance technology and were planning to invade the Mars. They called off their mission and 
even left the Mars isolated to escape to a far-off planet. So, their unfinished invasion never let the Martians able 
to bring themselves to read the book Mother Goose.

 Q. 3. Do you think that the names ‘Think Tank’ and ‘Noodle’ replicate the attributes of the two characters? Justify 
your answer with reference to the chapter "The Book that Saved the Earth". [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. The names ‘Think Tank’ and ‘Noodle’, definitely replicate the attributes of the two characters. 
  Think-Tank has a huge egg-shaped head that resembles a tank-shaped cranium full of wisdom. He considers 

himself to be the most powerful and intelligent creature in the whole universe. He poses to be the ruler of Mars 
and commands the Mars space control. 

  Noodle, on the other hand, was an apprentice under Think Tank but was a smart opportunist. Though he is the 
one, to make right decisions, he makes sure that his boss gets all the praise. This shows his modesty and humility. 
He is wise and uses logical reasoning. He is also a great leader and that’s why, after 500 years, the people of Earth 
are in good relationship with Martians with Noodle as the commander.

 Q. 4. Elaborate on that quality of a book that saves the planet Earth. [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The book that saved the earth was a dusty old book of nursery rhyme titled ‘the Mother Goose’. It was a book 

full of beautiful illustrations and innocent rhymes for small children. But when the Martians read the book, they 
took the literal meaning of the words and as they come across a rhyme on Humpty dumpty which resembles 
their master Think tank, they all get terrified with the idea of their master’s losing control over Mars because of 
humans and thus they cancel their plan of invading earth.

 
Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words & 5 marks each)

 Q. 1. The play suggests that 20th century was the ‘Era of the Book’. With that reference, what would you like to call 
the era of the 21st century? What role does that object/concept play in the lives of human beings?

 [CBSE-QB, 2021]
 Ans. The era of the 21st century can be termed as the ‘Era of Technology’. A large number of scientific advancements 

have led to the ‘Age of Machines’. Artificial Intelligence has been enhancing our lifestyle and making a great 
impact in the progress of mankind. However, it is also taking us towards a lazy lifestyle thereby deteriorating 
our efficiency.

  We have to be careful while using technology and never let it become our master. Science and technology can 
be best slaves but worst masters. To make the best use of technology, we should have proper planning so that 
while multi-tasking more tasks can be performed in least possible time. Hence, wisdom is the key to progress.

 Q. 2. At the end of the play one is told that five centuries later Noodle has acquired the position of Think- Tank. 
Through your understanding of both the characters, pen down the account of events that could have led to 
Think Tank’s replacement by Noodle. [CBSE-QB, 2021]

 Ans. An efficient person always makes way for himself. Noodle, though an apprentice to mighty Think Tank, was a 
wise and intelligent person. He was logical and handled situation after keen observation of facts. He also knew 
how to handle his master well, by not hurting his pride and still putting his own words in Think Tank’s mouth.

  Think Tank was a commander for the name sake. He was not worldly wise and so could not interpret the simple, 
innocent nursery rhymes. Hence, being scared, he ordered to evacuate Mars and fled to far off planet. He was 
not farsighted and so didn’t have any practical solution for the problems. He lacked adaptable characteristics 
unlike Noodle who joined hands with Earthlings, developed friendly relations with them and hence acquired 
the position of Think Tank.   
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