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General Instructions:
 (i) This paper is divided into three sections : A, B and C. All the sections are compulsory.
 (ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions very carefully 

and follow them.
 (iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

Section A : Reading
 1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the question that follow : (12 Marks)
  1. The Ig Nobel Prizes are a parody of the Nobel Prizes. They are given each year in early October for ten 

unusual or trivial achievements in scientific research. The stated aim of the prizes is to “honor achievements 
that first make people laugh, and then make them think.” The awards are sometimes veiled criticism (or 
gentle satire) but are also used to point out that even the most absurd-sounding avenues of research can yield 
useful knowledge. Organized by the scientific humor magazine Annals of Improbable Research (AIR), they 
are presented by a group that includes Nobel laureates at a ceremony at Harvard University‘s Sanders Theater. 
They are followed by a set of public lectures by the winners at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

  2. The first Ig Nobels were created in 1991 by Marc Abrahams, editor and co-founder of the Annals of Improbable 
Research. He was the master of ceremonies at all subsequent awards ceremonies. Awards were presented at 
that time for discoveries “that cannot, or should not be reproduced". The prizes are awarded each year in many 
categories, including the Nobel Prize categories of Physics, Chemistry, Physiology/ Medicine. Literature, and 
Peace but also other categories such as public health, engineering, biology, and interdisciplinary research. The 
Ig Nobel Prizes recognize genuine achievements, with the exception of three prizes awarded in the first year 
to fictitious scientists Josiah Carberry, Paul DeFanti, and Thomas Kyle.

  3. The awards are sometimes veiled criticism via satire, as in the two awards given for homeopathy research, 
prizes in “science education" to the Kansas and Colorado State Boards of Education for their stance regarding 
the teaching of evolution, and the prize awarded to Social Text after the Sokal Affair. Most often, however, they 
draw attention to scientific articles that have some humorous or unexpected aspect. Examples range from the 
statement that black holes fulfill all the technical requirements to be the location of Hell, to research on the 
“five second rule”, a tongue-in cheek belief that food dropped on floor will not become contaminated if it is 
picked up within five seconds. In 2010, Sir Andre Geim became the first person to receive both a Nobel Prize 
and an individual Ig Nobel prize.

  4. The prizes are presented by genuine Nobel laureates, originally at a ceremony in a lecture hall at MIT but now 
in Sanders Theater at Harvard University. It contains a number of running jokes, including Miss Sweetie Poo, 
a little girl who repeatedly cries out in a high-pitched voice if speakers go on too long. The awards ceremony is 
traditionally closed with the words: “If you didn’t win a prize-and especially if you did-better luck next year!"

  5. The ceremony is co-sponsored by the Harvard Computer Society, the Harvard Radcliffe Science Fiction 
Association and the Harvard-Radcliffe Society of Physics Students.

  6. Throwing paper airplanes onto the stage is a long standing tradition in the Ig Nobels. In past years, Physics 
professor Roy Glauber swept the stage clean of the airplanes as the official “Keeper of the Broom" Glauber 
could not attend the 2005 awards because he was travelling to Stockholm to claim a genuine Nobel Prize in 
Physics. Delegates from the Museum of Bad Art are often on hand to display some pieces from their collection 
too.

  7. The ceremony is recorded and broadcast on National Public Radio and is shown live over the internet. The 
recording is broadcast every year, on the Friday after U.S. Thanksgiving, on the Public radio program Science 
Friday. In recognition of this, the audience chants the name of the radio show’s host, Ira Flatow.
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 1.1  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions, with the help of the given 
options : (l×6=6)

  (i) How many Ig Nobel prizes are given each year ?
   (a) three (b) four 
   (c) seven (d) ten
  (ii) Who created the first lg Nobel prize ?
   (a) Thomas Kyle (b) Marc Abrahams
   (c) Josiah Carberry (d) Paul Defanti 
  (iii) In which year were fictitious scientists awarded Ig Nobel prize ?
   (a) 1990  (b) 1991
   (c) 1992 (d) 1995 
  (iv) What is a long-standing tradition at the Ig Nobels?
   (a) throwing paper airplanes onto the stage
   (b) throwing tomatoes onto the stage
   (c) leaving the winners’ handprints on the stage
   (d) the winners sweep the stage
  (v) The word which is means opposite to ‘Fictitious’ as given in para 2
   (a) Genuine (b) Imaginary 
   (c) Mythical (d) Lawless 
  (vi) Which institute co-sponsors the Ig Nobel Prizes’ ceremony?
   (a) Harvard Computer Society
   (b) Harvard Radcliffe Science Fiction Association 
   (c) Harvard-Radcliffe Society of Physics\Students
   (d) All of the above

 1.2 Answer the following questions briefly :  (1×5=5)
  (i) Why are Ig Nobel prizes termed as a parody of the Nobel Prizes?
  (ii) Who organizes the Ig Nobel prizes?
  (iii) Who was the person to receive both, a Nobel Prize and an individual Ig Nobel prize?
  (iv)  What is Sweetie Poo joke ? When it is cracked?
  (v) When does the Ig Nobel prize giving ceremony broadcast?
  (vi) Find a word from the passage which means the same as the following : (1×1=1)
   humorous exaggerated imitation                                  (para 1)

 2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. (8 marks)
  In life, you’ll always come across situations where there will be someone else who’s better than you, especially 

there is no one quality or standard that people can be judged on. There will always be someone who looks better, 
has more money or is more intelligent than you. How you choose to approach these situations, of course, depends 
on the perspective you take. People in themselves aren’t intimidating; it's the opinions you form about them that 
make you feel so. Rather than judging people on a single attribute and getting intimidated, be comfortable with 
who you are and approach other people as complete individuals rather than a bundle of good or bad attributes.

  The key to not letting others intimidate you is to know your own worth. Don’t let your sense of self be defined 
by what others think of you or how you compare yourself to them. Know what you are, and be comfortable in 
your skin. Instead of feeling threatened and letting your ego in the way, you could benefit a great deal by being 
around people who might be better than you in some ways. Respect others for what they are and use these 
opportunities to learn from the strengths and virtues of others. 

  Don't get bogged down by what you don’t have or can’t do. We all have limitations. Learn to accept them and 
focus on your strengths. A lot of times, we come under pressure from what people we believe to be more popular 
and influential than us, in a bid to fit in with them.

  However, at times like these, it‘s important for you to stay true to yourself and say ‘no’ when you're expected to 
do something that makes you uncomfortable. Your first response to an intimidating person or situation would 
probably be to avoid them altogether. However, avoidance only goes on to increase your anxiety. Confront these 
situations head on and with more and more practice, you'll start finding these situations easier to deal with. 
Always keep in mind that everybody has flaws and everyone has his/her own share of struggles, even if you 
aren’t able to spot them. Our self esteem gets lowered when we focus too much on our weaknesses and neglect 
what we get right. Change this pattern and start giving yourself credit for your strengths and successes.

 2.1 On the basis of your reading, make notes on the above passage. Give a suitable title. (5)
 2.2 Write a summary in 80 words. (3)
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Section B : Writing and Grammar
 3. You are Rohit of Lovely Public School, Agra. Your school plans to arrange an Inter School Music Competition in 

the school auditorium. As the Cultural Secretary of the school, write a notice informing the students about the 
competition, inviting entries of the participants. (4 marks)

OR
  You want to dispose off your car, as you are going abroad. You are Harish of No. 10, Kailash Ganj, Lucknow. Draft 

an advertisement to be published in the classified column of a local daily about it, giving all relevant details.
 4. You are Geet Walia of 12 A, Sector 21, Mohali, Chandigarh. You purchased a HP Desk Jet Printer from M/s 

Gambhir Electronics, Shop No. 43, Sector 17, Chandigarh, an authorized distributor for Hewlett Packard, to 
use with your personal computer. Now you find that print quality is poor and nozzle of the ink cartridge gets 
frequently clogged. The printer came with a one-year warranty. Write a letter to Mr. J.S. Gambhir, proprietor, M/s 
Gambhir Electronics complaining about the printer and requesting him to attend to your complaint. (6 marks) 

OR
  You are Md. Kausar of 71 Defence colony. You came across on advertisement in a national daily for the post of a 

news reader. You decide to apply for the same. Write a job application with complete Bio Data.
 5. You are Jaya / Jaideep, head of the Eco Club of Sai Ram Public School, JorBagh, Delhi. As the team leader of the 

club, you have come to know that Delhi is the top garbage producer of the country and is facing a tough task of 
disposing it off. Write a letter to the Editor of a leading daily highlighting the problem and suggesting ways to 
tackle it.

OR
  As manager of an established Hotel in Agra, you have been asked to cancel an order for furnishings that was 

placed to Harisons Furnishings, New Delhi, as the goods were not delivered within the stipulated time. Write a 
letter cancelling the order. [Word limit 120-150 words]

 6. You are Arvind/ Anita of Yadvendra Public School, Chandigarh. Recently, you attended a workshop on the Cyber 
Safety and Security held at your school, in which the Commissioner of Police interacted with the students and 
briefed them about Cyber bullying, Phishing, Online Harassment, Cyberstalking, Invasion of privacy etc. Write a 
report on the same in not more than 200 words for your school magazine ‘Expressions’. (8 marks) 

OR
  You are Sumit/ Sameera, the President of RWA, Vasant Vihar, Delhi. You have to deliver a speech on the topic 

"Crimes against Senior Citizens Measures to Curb It". Write the speech in about 150 200 words. 
 7. The following passage has not been edited, There is an error in each line against which a blank has been given. 

Write the incorrect word and the correction against the correct blank number as given in the example. Remember 
to underline the word that you have supplied. (1×3=3)

  e.g.   Incorrect Correct 
  When things are at its worst, it’s easy to look at the its their 
  Past and analyse. By constantly looked in the past you (a) ............... ...............
  Are not focusing at the future .your goals (b) ............... ...............
  will be set within a time frame (c) ............... ...............
 8. Rearrange the following words and phrases into meaningful sentences.

  (a) there / ends / is / our / shapes / divinity / that / a
  (b) factors / it/ circumstances, / is / destiny / and / other / shaped / by/
  (c) hands / but/ in / making/ is / efforts / our

Section C : Literature
 9. Read the extract given below and answer any two of the questions that follow:  (1×2=2
  Now she has been dead nearly as many years 
  As that girl lived. And of this circumstance 
  There is nothing to say at all. 
  Its silence silences.

  (a) Who is "she" in the above lines ?
  (b) Explain "this circumstance". 
  (c) What is the mental state of the poet in these lines ? 
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OR
  I do not know this child. 
  Though we have lived together now
  the land is his and none of mine ?
  We speak like strangers, there’s no sign
  Of understanding in the air.
  This child is built to my design 
  Yet what he loves I cannot share.
  (a) Name the poem and the poet.
  (b) Explain the line “yet have I killed the seed...”
  (c) Which poetic device has been used in the line “the seed I spent”?
 10. Answer any five questions briefly in 30-40 words each : (2×5=10)
  (a) How did the narrator realize that she had come to the right address? (The Address)
  (b) What is meant by ‘Outsider Art’ and ‘An Brut’ ?
  (c) What were Ranga's views on marriage?
  (d) What is Sustainable development? 
  (c) How is Mr. Cracker Harris different from other masters? Cite 2 points of difference. 
  (t) How did Sue exhibit her courage and selflessness?
 11. Answer any one question in about 120-150 words : (6)

   ‘When people are pious, kind hearted and God fearing, even nature mourns their death’. Justify this statement 
with reference to, 'The Portrait of a Lady'.

OR
  How did Prof Gangadharpant Gaitonde prove that he had been to a different world?
 12. Answer any one question in about 120-150 words : (6)
  “Garoghlanian family was known for its honesty and strong principles.” The narrator Aram and his cousin 

Mourad, inspite of stealing the white horse, live up to the pride and honour of the family. Elaborate.
OR

  "For a doctor, the duty towards the patients is foremost irrespective of his own personal affairs." Discuss with 
reference to “Birth”.

 13. Answer any one question in about 120-150 words :  (6)
  What impression did the two towns Hor and Darchen leave on the author's mind ?

OR
  Knowledge about the past is useful to complete our knowledge and knowledge of the world we live in. Express 

your views for or against the motion which is reflective of the article "Discovering King Tut : The Saga Continues".

ll
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ANSWERS
 1.1 (i) (d) ten
  (ii) (b) Marc Abrahams
  (iii) (b) 1991
  (iv) (a) throwing paper airplanes onto the stage
  (v) (a) Genuine
  (vi) (d) All of the above

 1.2 (i) Ig Nobel Prizes are termed as parody of the 
Nobel prizes because the aim of the prizes is 
to honor achievements that first make people 
laugh and then make them think.

  (ii) The Ig Nobel prizes are organized by the 
scientific humor magazines Annals of 
Improbable Research     (AIR).

  (iii) Sir Andre Geim was the person to receive both 
the prizes.

  (vi) Sweetie Poo joke is a running joke cracked by 
Miss Sweetie Poo, a little girl who repeatedly 
cries out in a high pitched voice if speakers go 
on too long .

  (v) The Ig Nobel Prize giving ceremony 
broadcasts every year, on the Friday after U.S. 
Thanksgiving, on the public radio programme 
Science Friday.

  (vi) Satire
 2.1 Title : RIGHT APPROACH TO LIFE 
  1. Right perspective:
   1.1. Makes sitn somewhat better
   1.2. No set quality or std to judge ppl
   1.3. Perspective matters
   1.4. Be comfortable with what you have
  2. Know your
   2.1. Own worth
   2.2. Sense of self
   2.3. cfrt zone
  3. Learn to
   3.1. Be fearless
   3.2. Keep ego away
   3.3. Benefit from self
   3.4. Avail opportunities
  4. Learn to accept
   4.1. Limitations
   4.2. Strengths

Key to Abbreviations
   Abbreviation  Word
   sitn.  situation
   std. standard
   cfrt comfort
   ppl. people

 2.2 Summary

  One should have the right approach to life. The 
right perspective makes situations better.

  There is no set quality or standard to judge people. 
It is the perspective that matters. We must learn 
to be comfortable with what we have. For that, 
one should first know one’s worth, sense of self, 
and one’s comfort zone. Learning to be fearless or 
keeping ego away also helps a lot. One must avail 
the opportunities present around and should learn 
to accept the strengths and limitations.

 3.

Lovely Public School,Agra
NOTICE

17 April, 20xx
Inter – School Music Competition

All the students are hereby informed that an Inter 
School Music Competition is going to be
organized by the school. The details of the 
competition are given below.
Date : 30 April, 20xx
Time : 9 a.m.

Venue : School Auditorium
Interested students may send their entries for 
participation latest by 22 April, 20XX to
the undersigned.
Rohit
Rohit Rastogi
(In-charge, Cultural Club)

  OR
CAR FOR SALE

Available Black Maruti Esteem car in good running 
condition, 20XX model, fitted
with latest accessories, 44,000 km covered, self 
driven, owner going abroad. Price
negotiable. Contact : Harish, No. 10 Kailash Ganj, 
Lucknow.

 4. 
  12 A, Sector 21,
  Mohali, Chandigarh
  28th April 20XX
  Mr. J.S. Gambhir
  M/s Gambhir Electronics
  Shop No. 43
  Sector 17
  Chandigarh
  Dear Sir/Madam
  Subject : Complaint about Defective HP Desk Jet 

Printer
  Ref : Bill No. 365 dated 7th April, 20XX
  Through this letter, I wish to inform you that 

I purchased a HP Desk Jet Printervide Receipt 
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No. 365 from your showroom on 7th April. 
Unfortunately on bringing home, I found that the 
print quality of the printer is very poor. The nozzle 
of the ink cartridge gets frequently clogged. It 
also makes a lot of noise while printing. Since, the 
printer came with one-year warranty, I request you 
to send someone to replace it, as it seems to have 
some manufacturing defect. I look forward to your 
reply.  Please contact me at the above address or 
by phone at 91XXXXXXXX between 4.30p.m. to 9.00 
p.m.

  Yours sincerely
  Geet Walia
  Enclosures cc : Receipt of purchase and warranty 

cards
OR

  71 Defense Colony
  Mumbai
  18 October, 20XX
  The Editor in Chief
  Zee News
  Mumbai
  Subject : Application for recruitment of News 

Reader
  Dear Sir,
  In response to your advertisement in ‘The Times 

of India’ dated 17th October, 20XX for the post of 
English News Reader, I wish to offer my services for 
the same.

  Attached herewith is my brief CV and I would be 
very happy, if I am considered for recruitment in 
your reputed firm.

  Thank you
  Yours sincerely
  Md. Kausar
  Enclosed: Curriculum Vitae
  CURRICULUM VITAE
  Name : Md. Kausar
  Address :  71 Defense Colony, Mumbai
  Telephone No : 09246×××××
  E-mail Id :   md.@gmail.com
  Age :  27 years
  Academic Qualifications:

Qualification School %

Higher Second-
ary

Loreto Convent Mumbai 89%

Bachelor in Arts 
(Hons.)English

Amity University, Delhi 92%

Master In Arts Amity University, Delhi 95%

  Experience :  Presently employed in AB News 
Mumbai for past 8 months.

   Had worked for Sony TV in Close Up Antakshari – 
12 Episodes 

  Hobbies : Reading, Surfing net and Sports

  Language Know : Hindi, English and Urdu
  Reference : Dr. A. Jain Principal, Amity University, 

Delhi
 5. 
  12, Jorbagh, Delhi
  28th April 20XX
  The Editor
  The Tribune
  New Delhi
  Subject : Highlighting the problem of garbage in 

Delhi.
  Sir,
  I would like to bring to your notice that Delhi 

is the top garbage producer of the country. A lot 
of garbage is thrown on the roads. There are no 
garbage bins to dispose the waste even on public 
places like railway stations etc. The litter smells 
and it is difficult to walk on such places. The city is 
facing a tough task of disposing the garbage. 

  A little effort put in by the MCD can bring in 
wonderful results. Through your renowned 
newspaper, I want to grab the opportunity to 
request the concern authorities to please pay 
attention to the cleanliness and waste management 
of the city and ensure public health and safety. I 
shall be highly obliged. 

  Thanking you in anticipation.
  Yours sincerely
  Jaya
  (Head – Eco Club)

OR
  Hotel Amar
  12, Jodha Street, Agra.
  28th April 20XX
  The Manager
  Harrison Furnishings,
  New Delhi
  Subject : Cancellation of order no. A – 2231
  Sir, 
  With a heavy heart, I would like to inform you that 

we had placed an order for furnishings for our hotel 
two months ago with the above mentioned order 
number. I deeply regret to bring it to your notice 
that we haven’t received the items till date. Since 
the season has already started, I, hereby, cancel the 
order due to non-arrival of the furniture in time.

  Thank you. 
  Yours sincerely
  Ranvir Huda
  (Manager)
 6.
  Workshop on Cyber safety and Security
  By Arvind, School Magazine ‘Expressions’
  Chandigarh, 24th April, 20XX
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  A workshop on Cyber safety and Security was 
organized by Yadvendra Public School, Chandigarh 
for the students of class VI to VIII on April 23, 20XX. 
The resource person was Mr. Rakshit Tandon, a 
cyber security expert.  The Commissioner of Police 
Mr. K Ram Mohan Rao was the guest of honour. 

  Many other distinguished people of the town were 
a part of the workshop. It was an enriching session 
for the students, as it helped them to understand 
about cyber bulling, phishing, online harassment, 
cyber stalking, invasion of privacy etc. Mr. Rao 
interacted with the students and briefed them 
about the Do’s and Don’ts while using internet. 

   The students had a wonderful time attending the 
workshop. They also, in an interactive session, 
cleared their myths and doubts regarding cyber 
safety. The Principal of the school thanked the 
resource person and the guest of honour for the 
learning session the students had. 

OR
  Crime against Senior Citizens
  Good morning everyone present here. I am going 

to expatiate on ‘Crime against Senior Citizens’.  It is 
a very pathetic fact but true. Crimes against senior 
citizens have increased. According to a reliable 
government data, there is 40% increase in crimes 
against senior citizens in the counter. 

  All types of crimes such as looting, burgling, chain 
snatching and murdering against them have 
increased. Domestic violence against them is also 
at rise. The worst challenge for them is their own 
children turning their backs on them. The number 
of old people being sent to old age homes is 
constantly growing. 

  On social media, videos of discarded parents crying 
for help are quite frequently uploaded. Seeing the 
elderly being discarded like this pains the heart. 
Do these children forget all the love, financial help, 
education, and nurturing, etc. they had received 
from their parents ?

  It is very unfortunate that in some families, the 
elderly are not given due respect and treated badly.  
They are discarded by their own children for petty 
things. We must not forget that homes cease to be 
sweet homes without the elderly. The elderly people 
have all the valuable experience and wisdom with 
them. Besides, the kind of unconditional love we 
get from them, no other person can give us that 
type of love.

  I strongly feel the Government must pass new laws 
to ensure safety and security to the senior citizens.

 7. Incorrect Correct
      e.g. its their
  (a) looked looking
  (b) at on
  (c) a the
 8. (a) There is a divinity that ends our shapes.
  (b) It is shaped by destiny, circumstances, and 

other factors.

  (c) But making efforts is in our hands.
 9. (a) Poet’s mother
  (b) ‘This circumstance’ refers to the demise of the 

poet’s mother, who is portrayed as a big girl in 
the photograph.

  (c) The poet is sad, as she is missing her mother.
OR

  (a) Poem : Father to Son / Poet: Elizabeth Jennings
  (b) The father questions himself whether he has 

already lost his own child, his son, due to this 
distance between them.

  (c) Alliteration
 10. (a) When the woman who opened the door gave 

no sign of recognition, the narrator thought 
she was perhaps mistaken and had rung the 
wrong bell. When she saw the woman wearing 
her mother’s green knitted cardigan, she was 
convinced that she had made no mistake and 
reached the right address.

  (b) Outsider art is a type of art practiced by those 
who have no formal training of art and in spite 
of it, they show an artistic insight. The notion of 
‘art brut’ or ‘raw art’ is the works which are or 
were in their raw state without any cultural or 
artistic influences.

  (c) Ranga did not believe in arranged marriage. 
He thought that one should marry a girl he 
admires. Secondly, one should marry a girl who 
is mature. Since, it was difficult to find the right 
girl, so he had decided to remain a bachelor.

  (d) The concept of sustainable development is 
linked with the survival of human race. It 
means to consume the resources of the Earth 
in a manner that does not hamper the survival 
of the coming generations. We should use 
the resources for our present need without 
compromising the right of our children to use 
them in their need. 

  (e) Crocker Harris, according to Taplow, is a strict 
disciplinarian. He follows all the rules and 
regulations which others do not bother to 
follow. Even on the last day of the school he 
calls Taplow for extra work. Besides, he does 
not entertain any flattery from the students. In 
spite of this, Taplow respects him for his values.

  (f) Wave walker was hit by a huge wave. As 
a consequence Suzanne got injury on her 
forehead. Yet, she was not scared. She prepared 
a funny card showing caricatures of her loving 
and hard working parents. She just wanted to 
lighten the gloomy atmosphere.

 11. Khushwant Singh’s grandmother has been 
portrayed as a very old lady. She was short stature, 
fat, and slightly bent. Her face was wrinkled and 
she was always dressed in spotless white clothes. 
She was a deeply religious lady. Her lips were 
always moving in a silent prayer. She was always 
telling the beads of her rosary. She went to the 
temple and read the scriptures. The grandmother 
was a kind lady. She used to feed dogs in the 
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village. In the city, she fed the sparrows. She had a 
great affection for her grandson. She looked after 
him in the village. She could not adjust herself to 
the western way of life, with Science and English 
education. She hated music and was distressed to 
know that there was no teaching about God and 
holy books at Khushwant’s new English school. 
On the whole, she was a nice, kind hearted, and 
religious lady. Even the sparrows expressed their 
grief at the death of the grandmother. They sat 
around her dead body mourning her death. They 
didn’t chirp. Nor did they touch the bread crumbs 
thrown to them by the narrator’s mother. They flew 
away quietly when the dead body was carried off.

OR
  Professor Gaitonde had passed through a fantastic 

experience or more correcting, a catastrophic 
experience. He tried to rationalize it on the basis 
of two scientific theories that were current then. 
One was the catastrophe theory. The result of the 
battle would have been determined by the acts of 
the leaders and the morale of troops at the critical 
juncture. The blow of losing the leaders would 
have led to loss of morale and fighting spirit. An 
utter rout would have followed. If the crucial 
event had gone the other way, its effect on the 
troops would also have been the opposite. Their 
morale would have been boosted and they might 
have won. The course of history would have been 
different. The other explanation is through the lack 
of determinism in quantum theory. Catastrophic 
situations offer radically different alternatives 
for the world to proceed. All alternatives are 
viable so far as reality is concerned. However, the 
observer can experience only one of them at a time. 
Professor Gaitonde made a transition from one 
world to the other, as he had been thinking about 
the catastrophe theory and Battle of Panipat. The 
neurons in his brain acted as trigger.

 12. One summer morning the narrator’s cousin 
Mourad came to his house. He was riding a 
beautiful white horse. The narrator wondered 
how Mourad managed to get the horse. They were 
living in poverty. They didn’t have enough money 
to provide themselves with two square meals. 
Therefore, there was no question of Mourad’s 
having money to buy the horse. If he could not 
have brought the horse, he must have stolen it. 
When the narrator asked him, instead of giving 
any reply, Mourad invited him to ride. The narrator 
concluded that Mourad had stolen the horse. But 
he refused to believe that Mourad could be a thief. 
In the first place, their tribe was famous for honesty 
and no member of their family could be a thief. 
Then, the narrator believed that stealing a horse for 
a ride was not stealing at all. It amounted to stealing 
only when you offered to sell the horse, which he 
knew Mourad would never do. So, the narrator 
believed that Mourad was not a thief, though he 

had stolen the horse. Hence, both the boys lived 
upto the pride and honour of the family.

OR
  In the beginning of the story, Andrew is physically 

tired and emotionally upset. He has just returned 
from a disappointing evening with Christine, the 
girl he loved. His thoughts are heavy and muddled. 
What he has witnessed at Cardiff station filled his 
mind with sadness. Though he thought of marriage 
a blissful state, he couldn’t help remembering the 
miserable failure of many marriages.

  At the end of the story, he is physically exhausted 
but emotionally cheerful and mentally alert. His 
mind is filled with joy and self-satisfaction. He has 
performed like a magician. He calls upon God as 
witness that he has done something real at last. This 
sense of achievement helps him overcome physical 
fatigue. He has the sense of duty, which helps him 
attend to the patients whole heartedly. For him, the 
duty towards his patients was foremost irrespective 
of his own personal affairs.

 13. The author had heard about the experience of 
Japanese monk who was so moved by the sanctity 
of the lake Mansarovar that he burst into tears. 
But the author was disappointed when he himself 
visited Hor. It was a grim and miserable place. There 
was no vegetation. There were only dust and rocks. 
The town was on the banks of holy lake which was 
affected badly by the garbage of the town.

   He had heard that the town of Darchen was 
bustling with visitors in the pilgrimage season. The 
author was there at the beginning of the season. 
But he was disappointed to find that there were no 
visitors. Darchen is located at the altitude of 4760 
metres from the sea level. The author felt it difficult 
to breathe due to lack of oxygen. His condition 
deteriorated. He was taken to Darchen medical 
college next morning. At first, the author was 
impressed neither by the building of the medical 
college nor the Tibetan doctor.

OR
  In Favour
  Our past is our best teacher. From our past 

experiences, we learn not to commit the same 
mistakes, which resulted in disaster. The knowledge 
of our past helps us to understand about the ideas, 
which can be understood and followed to pave 
our way to success. The revelation of King Tut’s 
mummy helped to understand the ancient culture 
of Egypt, which brought us a clear understanding 
and make our present more productive. But the 
world is changing at a rapid speed. For us, even 
what had happened an hour earlier, may not 
have significance for tomorrow. Every day, new 
inventions are taking place, new discoveries are 
made. So, knowledge about the past may be useful 
but not always essential.
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