
   ON TIPS 
      NOTES

Note making is a skill that we use in many walks of life: at school, university and in the world of work. 
However, accurate note making requires a thorough understanding of the concepts. We, at Oswaal, have 
tried to encapsulate all the chapters from the given syllabus into the following ON TIPS NOTES. These 
notes will not only facilitate better understanding of concepts, but will also ensure that the each and 
every concept is taken up and every chapter is covered in totality. So, go ahead and use these to your 
advantage… go get the OSWAAL ADVANTAGE !!

 UNIT 1 : INDIA AND THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD – I

CHAPTER 1  : Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution

Quick Prompts

THE AGE OF SOCIAL CHANGE
  The French Revolution opened up the possibility of creating a dramatic change in the way in which 

society was structured. Not everyone in Europe, however, wanted a complete transformation. Some 
were ‘conservatives’, while others were ‘liberals’ or ‘radicals’.

  Liberals : Wanted a nation which tolerated all religions. They argued for an elected Parliamentary 
Government, subject to laws interpreted by a well trained judiciary that was independent of rulers and 
officials. They were not democrats.

  Radicals : Wanted a nation in which government was based on the majority of a country’s population. 
They disliked concentration of property in hands of a few, not the existence of private property.

  Conservatives : They resisted change. After the revolution they started accepting change provided it 
was slow and had links and respected the past.

  Industries and Social Change : This was the time of economic and social change. Men, women and 
children were pushed into factories for low wages. Liberals and Radicals who were factory owners felt 
that workers’ efforts must be encouraged.

  Socialism in Europe : Socialists were against private property. They had different visions of the future. 
Some believed in cooperatives, some demanded that governments must encourage cooperatives.

  Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels added that industrial society meant capitalist society which was not 
profitable for everyone. Marx believed that a socialist society would free the workers from capitalism. 
This would be a communist society in which collective ownership of land and factories would be 
promoted.

  Socialism Given Support : Workers in Germany and England began forming associations to fight for 
better living conditions. They set up funds for members in distress, reduction of working hours and 
right to vote.

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

  In 1914, Tzar Nicholas II ruled the Russian empire.
  Economy and Society : Most of the Russian population were agriculturalist. Industries were being set 

up which were mostly private property of the industrialists. Workers were divided into groups but they 
did unite to strike work when they were dissatisfied. Peasants had no respect for nobility, unlike the 
French peasant. Russian peasants were the only peasant community which pooled their land and their 
commune divided the land according to the needs of individual families.
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  Socialism in Russia : All the political parties were illegal in Russia before 1914.
  The Russian Socialist Democratic Labour Party was formed in 1900. It struggled to give peasants their 

rights over land that belonged to nobles. As land was divided among peasants periodically, it was felt 
that peasants and not workers would be the main source of the revolution. But Lenin did not agree 
with this as he felt that peasants were not one social group. The party was divided into Bolsheviks and 
Mensheviks.

  The 1905 Revolution : Russia was an autocracy. The Tzar was not subject to the Parliament.
  Liberals wanted to end this state of affairs. They worked towards demanding a constitution during the 

Revolution of 1905.
  Bloody Sunday : Prices of essential goods rose so quickly by 1904 that the real wages declined by 20%. 

During this time, four members of the Putilov Iron Works were dismissed. Action was called for. Over 
110,000 workers in St. Petersburg went on strike demanding a reduction in working hours and increase 
in wages. This procession was attacked by the police and Cossacks.

  Over 100 workers were killed. Strikes took place as a reaction. People demanded a Constituent Assembly.
  The Tzar allowed the creation of an elected Consultative Parliament or Duma. The Tzar dismissed the 

first Duma within 75 days and announced the election of a second Duma.
  The First World War and the Russian Empire : In 1914, the Russian Army was the largest army in the 

world. The War was initially very popular but later the support grew thin. Anti-German sentiments ran 
high. Russian armies lost badly in Germany and Austria. There were 7 million casualties and 3 million 
refugees in Russia.

  The War also affected the industry. There was a shortage of labour, railway lines were shut down and 
small workshops were closed down. There was a shortage of grain, agricultural production slumped 
and thus, there was crises in food supply.

THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION IN PETROGRAD

 Events

	 In the winter of 1917, Petrograd was grim. There was food shortage in the workers’ quarters.
	 22 February : A lockout took place at a factory. Workers of 50 other factories joined in sympathy. Women 

also led and participated in the strikes. This came to be called the International Women’s Day.
	 The Government imposed curfew as the quarters of the fashionable area and official buildings were 

surrounded by workers.
	 On the 24th and 25th, the Government called out the cavalry and police to keep an eye on them.
	 On 25th February, the Government suspended the Duma and politicians spoke against this measure. 

The people were out with force once again.
	 On 27th, the Police Headquarters were ransacked. People raised slogans and were out in streets.
	 Cavalry was called out again but they refused to fire on the demonstrators.
	 An Officer was shot at the barracks of a regiment and other regiments mutinied, voting to join the 

striking workers. They gathered in the evening to form a soviet or council. This was the Petrograd 
Soviet.

	 On 28th, a delegation went to meet the Tzar. The Military Commanders advised him to abdicate.
	 The Tzar abdicated on 2nd March.
	 A Provincial Government was formed by the Soviet and Duma leaders to run the country.
  The people involved were the Parliamentarians, Workers, Women workers, Soldiers and Military 

Commanders.
Effects

	 Restrictions on public meetings and associations were removed.
	 Soviets like the Petrograd Soviet were set up everywhere.
	 In individual areas factory committees were formed which began questioning the way industrialists ran 

their factories.
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	 Soldiers’ committees were formed in the army.

	 The Provisional Government saw its power declining and Bolshevik influence grow. It decided to take 
stern measures against the spreading discontent.

	 It resisted attempts by workers to run factories and arrested leaders.

	 Peasants and the Socialist Revolutionary leaders pressed for a redistribution of land. Land committees 
were formed and the peasants seized land between July and September 1917.

OCTOBER REVOLUTION

	 16th October, 1917 — Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and the Bolshevik Party to agree to a 
socialist seizure of power. A Military Revolutionary Committee was appointed by the Soviet to organise 
seizure.

	 The uprising began on 24th October. Prime Minister Kerensky left the city to summon troops.

	 Early morning military men loyal to the Government seized the buildings of two Bolshevik newspapers. 
Pro-Government troops were sent to take over telephone and telegraph offices and protect the Winter 
Palace.

	 In response, the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered to seize Government Offices and arrest the 
Ministers.

	 The ‘Aurora’ ship shelled the Winter Palace. Other ships took over strategic points.

	 By night, the city had been taken over and the Ministers had surrendered.

	 All Russian Congress of Soviets in Petrograd approved the Bolshevik action.

	 Heavy fighting took place in Moscow and by December, the Bolsheviks controlled the Moscow - 
Petrograd area.

  The people involved were Lenin, the Bolsheviks, troops (Pro-Government).

Effects

	 The Bolsheviks were totally opposed to private property.

	 Most industries and banks were nationalised in November 1917.

	 Land was declared social property and peasants were allowed to seize the land of the nobility.

	 Use of old titles of aristocracy was banned.

	 New uniforms were designed for the Army and Officials.

	 In November 1917, the Bolsheviks conducted the election but failed to gain the majority support.

	 Russia became a one-party state.

	 Trade unions were kept under party control.

	 A process of centralised planning was introduced. This led to economic growth.

	 Industrial production increased.

	 An extended schooling system developed.

	 Collectivisation of farms started.

  The Civil War—When the Bolsheviks ordered land redistribution, the Russian Army began to break up. 
Non-Bolshevik socialists, liberals and supporters of autocracy condemned the Bolshevik uprising. They 
were supported by French, American, British and Japanese troops. All of them fought a war with the 
Bolsheviks.

  Making a Socialist Society—The Bolsheviks kept industries and banks nationalised during the Civil 
War. A process of centralised planning was introduced. Rapid construction and industrialisation started. 
An extended schooling system developed.

  Stalin and Collective Farming—Stalin believed that rich peasants and traders stocked supplies to 
create shortage of grains. Hence, collectivisation was the need of the hour. This system would also help 
to modernise farms. Those farmers who resisted collectivisation were punished, deported or exiled.
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GLOBAL INFLUENCE
  By the 1950s, it was recognised in the country and outside that everything was not in keeping with 

the ideals of the Russian revolution. Though, its industries and agriculture had developed and or 
were being fed, the essential freedom to its citizens was being denied. However, it was recognised that 
social ideals still enjoyed respect among the Russians. But in each country the ideas of Socialism were 
rethought in a variety of different ways.

CHAPTER 2  : Nazism and The Rise of Hitler

Quick Prompts

BIRTH OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

  Germany fought the First World War (1914–1918) along with the Austrian empire and against the Allies 
(England, France and Russia).

  Germany initially made gains by occupying France and Belgium. However, the Allies won defeating 
Germany and the Central Powers in 1918.

  A National Assembly met at Weimar and established a democratic constitution with a federal structure. 
The republic, however, was not received well by its own people largely because of the terms it was 
forced to accept after Germany’s defeat at the end of the First World War. Many Germans held the new 
Weimar Republic responsible for not only the defeat in the War but the disgrace at Versailles.

  The Effects of the War — The War had a devastating impact on the entire continent both psychologically 
and financially. From being a creditor, Europe became a debtor. The supporters of the Weimar Republic 
were criticised and became easy targets of attack in the conservative nationalist circles. Soldiers came to 
be placed above civilians. Aggressive war propaganda and national honour became important.

  Political Radicalism and Economic Crisis : The birth of the Weimar Republic coincided with the 
uprising of the Spartacist League on the pattern of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. The Spartacists 
founded the Communist Party of Germany.

  Political radicalisation was heightened by the economic crisis of 1923. As Germany refused to pay the 
War reparations, France occupied its leading industrial area, Ruhr. Germany retaliated with printing 
paper currency recklessly. The value of the German Mark collapsed. Prices of goods soared. There was 
hyperinflation.

  The Years of Depression

  1924–1928 saw some stability, yet it was built on sand. In 1924, with the introduction of Dawes Plan by 
the Americans, Germany came out from the financial instability. Germany was totally dependent on 
short-term loans, largely from the USA. This support was withdrawn with the crash in 1929 of the Wall 
Street Exchange. German economy was hit badly. The middle class and working population was filled 
with the fear of proletarianisation.

  The Weimar Republic had some inherent defects :

  1. Proportional Representation
  2. Article 48 which gave the President the powers to impose emergency, suspend civil rights and rule 

by decree.

HITLER’S RISE TO POWER

	 Hitler was born in Austria in 1889. He earned many medals for bravery in the First World War.
	 The German defeat horrified him. The Treaty of Versailles made him furious.
	 He joined the German Workers Party and renamed it National Socialist German Workers’ Party. This 

later came to be known as the Nazi Party.
	 Nazism became a mass movement only during the Great Depression. The Nazi propaganda stirred 

hopes of a better future. Hitler was a powerful and effective speaker. He promised the people a strong 
nation where all would get employment.



5On Tips Notes

  The Destruction of Democracy : Hitler achieved the highest position in the Cabinet of Ministries on 30 
January, 1933. Hitler then set out to dismantle the structures of democratic rule.

  The Fire Decree of 28 February, 1933 suspended civic rights like freedom of speech, press and assembly. 
The Communists were hurriedly packed off to newly established concentration camps. All political 
parties were banned. Special surveillance and security forces were created to control the people and 
rule with impunity.

  Reconstruction : Economist Hjalmar Schacht was given the responsibility of economic recovery. This 
was to be done through a state created economic programmes.

  Hitler pulled out of the League of Nations in 1933, reoccupied the Rhineland in 1936 and integrated 
Austria and Germany in 1938 under the slogan : ‘‘One people, One empire, One leader.’’

  He then took Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia. Hitler had the unspoken support of England.
  He did not stop here. He chose War as a way out of the Economic Crisis.
  Resources were to be accumulated through expansion of territory. In September, 1940’ Germany 

invaded Poland. This started a War with France and England. The USA resisted involvement in the War. 
But when Japan extended its support to Hitler and bombarded Pearl Harbour, the USA entered the War. 
The War ended in 1945 with Hitler ’s defeat and the US bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan.

THE NAZI WORLD WIDE
  According to Nazi ideology there was no equality between people, but only racial hierarchy. The Nazis 

quickly began to implement their dream of creating an exclusive racial community of pure Germans 
by physically eliminating all those who were considered undesirable. They wanted a society of pure 
and healthy Nordic Aryans. Jews, Gypsies, Blacks, Russian, Poles, even certain Germans and abnormals 
were considered undesirable.

  The other aspect of Hitler’s ideology related to the geopolitical concept of Lebensraum, or living space.
  Jews were the worst sufferers in Nazi Germany. Hitler believed in pseudoscientific theories of race 

which said that conversion was no solution to the Jewish problem. It had to be solved through their 
total elimination.

  From 1933–1938 — the Nazis terrorised, pauperised and segregated the Jews, compelling them to leave 
the country.

  The next phase, 1939–1945, aimed at concentrating them in certain areas and then killing them in gas 
chambers in Poland.

The Racial Utopia
  Genocide and War became two sides of the same coin. Occupied Poland was divided. Poles were forced 

to leave their homes and properties behind to be occupied by the ethnic Germans brought in from 
occupied Europe.

YOUTH IN NAZI GERMANY
  Hitler felt that a strong Nazi society could be established by teaching Nazi ideology to children.
  All schools were given German teachers. Children were divided into two groups — desirable and 

undesirable.
 	Textbooks were rewritten, functions of sports in schools was to nurture the spirit of violence and 

aggression. Ten-year-olds had to enter Jungvolk. At 14, all boys joined ‘Hitler Youth’ and they joined 
the Labour Service at 18.

  The Nazi Cult of Motherhood — Women were told to be good mothers and rear pure blooded Aryan 
children. They were encouraged to produce many children.

  The Art of Propaganda — The Nazi regime used language and media with care and often to great 
effect. They used films, pictures, radio, posters, etc., to spread hatred for Jews.

  Crimes against Humanity — People saw the World through Nazi eyes and spoke the Nazi language. At 
times even the Jews began to believe in the Nazi stereotypes about them.

  Knowledge about the Holocaust — It was only after the War ended that people came to know about 
what had happened. The Jews wanted the world to know about the atrocities and sufferings they had 
endured during the Nazi killing operations. They just wanted to live, even if it was for a few hours, to 
tell the World about the Holocaust.
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 UNIT 2 : CONTEMPORARY INDIA – I
CHAPTER 3 : Drainage*

* Note: Only Map items as given in the map list from this chapter to be evaluated in Examination.

CHAPTER 4  : Climate

Quick Prompts

 CLIMATE OF INDIA

  Weather describes the day-to-day meteorological conditions such as wind, temperature, cloudiness, 
moisture, rainfall, etc., affecting a place. Climate is the average weather usually taken over a 30- years 
period for a particular region and time. The basic elements of weather are wind, temperature, air 
pressure, precipitation and moisture.

  ‘Monsoon’ refers to the seasonal reversal in the wind direction during the year. The two important 
elements of climate are temperature and precipitation.

 	In some parts of Rajasthan Desert, the temperature in summers may reach to 50°C, whereas summer 
temperature in Jammu and Kashmir is 20°C. During winters, the temperature in Jammu and Kashmir 
may be – 45°C. Drass in Jammu and Kashmir is the second coldest inhabited place in the World.

  In India, the Tropic of Cancer passes through the central part of the country, from the Rann of Kutch 
in the west to Mizoram in the east. India has both tropical and subtropical climates. 

 	Contrasts in temperature are experienced more in the interior of the country. The rainfall in India varies 
in its form, types, amount and seasonal distribution. The upper parts of the Himalayas, precipitation 
is mostly in the form of snowfall, whereas the remaining parts of the country receive rains. There is 
a decrease in the rainfall generally from east to west in the Northern Plains. Climatic variations also 
affect the way people live, i.e., depends on the food, the clothes and the kind of houses they live in.

  In India, the elevation of land ranges from 30 metre to 6,000 metre. The Himalayan mountains to the 
north of India have an average height of about 6,000 metre. The average summer temperature on the 
Himalayas can vary from 0°C to 14°C, while winters can see the temperature dipping below freezing 
point with heavy snowfall. The Himalayas prevent the cold winds from Central Asia from entering 
the subcontinent. The rainfall in India is governed mainly by pressure and surface winds, upper air 
circulation, and western cyclonic disturbances and tropical cyclones.

 	Due to the Coriolis force, these winds move on towards the equatorial low-pressure area. The Coriolis 
force also known as ‘Ferrel’s Law,’ is an apparent force caused by the earth’s rotation. This force deflects 
winds towards the right in the northern hemisphere and towards the left in the southern hemisphere. 

  The north-east winds are land-bearing winds; hence they carry very little moisture and bring little or 
no rain in India.

 	During winter, a high-pressure area is created in the north of the Himalayas. In summer, a low-pressure 
area develops over interior Asia as well as over north-western India. This causes a complete reversal of 
the direction of winds during summer.

  Winds move from the high-pressure area over the southern Indian Ocean, cross the equator and turn 
right towards the low-pressure areas over the Indian subcontinent. These winds are known as the 
south-west monsoon winds.

  An important component of the flow is the ‘Jet Stream’. Jet streams are a narrow belt of high altitude 
westerly winds that blow in the troposphere. Their speed varies from about 110 kilometre per hour in 
summer to about 184 kilometre per hour in winter.

  A number of separate jet streams have been identified. The most constant are the mid-latitude and the 
sub-tropical jet streams. They originate from the Mediterranean region and are known as subtropical 
westerly jet streams. An easterly jet stream, called the tropical easterly jet stream, blows over peninsular 
India, approximately over 14°N during the summer months. The movement of water in the oceans is 
called currents.
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 CLIMATIC CONTROLS
  The day-to-day changes that we experience are referred to as weather. Weather is the state of the 

atmosphere of a particular area at any point of time. Atmospheric conditions that describe the weather 
include elements like temperature, precipitation, pressure, wind and humidity.

  During a year, the weather changes in cycles, the cyclic changes in the atmospheric conditions are 
called seasons. By observing the weather pattern for longer periods, usually over 30 years, the climate 
of a place can also be determined. The basic elements of weather are wind, temperature, air pressure, 
precipitation and moisture.

  Climate describes the long-term pattern of weather that generally prevails over an area. Based on 
climatic differences, the World can be divided into a number of climatic regions. Each climatic region 
has its own characteristic vegetation and wildlife. The climatic conditions also influence the lifestyles 
of the people living in these regions.

  The factors affecting the climate of a place are referred to as controls and are latitude, altitude, pressure 
and wind system, distance from the sea, ocean currents and relief feature.

 FACTORS INFLUENCING INDIA’S CLIMATE
	 Latitude : Due to the  curvature of the earth, the amount of solar energy received varies according to 

latitude. As a result, air temperature generally decreases from the equator towards the poles.
  Altitude : As one goes from the surface of the earth to higher altitudes, the atmosphere becomes less 

dense and temperature decreases. The hills are therefore cooler during summers.
  Pressure and Wind System : They depend on the latitude and altitudes of a place, thus influencing the 

rainfall patterns.
  Distance from sea : The sea exerts a moderating influence on climate. As the distance from the sea 

increases, its moderating influence decreases and the people experience extreme weather conditions.
  Ocean currents : They affect the climate of the coastal areas with the onshore winds.
  Relief features : High mountains act as barriers for cold/hot winds, may also cause precipitation if they 

are high enough and lie in the path of rain bearing winds. The leeward side of the mountains remains 
dry.

 THE SEASONS OF INDIA
  The changes in weather conditions of India can be broadly categorised into four distinct patterns. 

These are the cold weather season, the hot weather season, the advancing monsoon and the retreating 
monsoon.

  India has cold weather in the winters that begins in mid-November and lasts till February. The 
northern parts of India are the first to experience the cold. December and January are the coldest 
months in northern India. The southern parts of India do not experience very low temperatures.

  Frost is a common phenomenon in the Northern Plains, while the higher slopes of the Himalayas 
experience snowfall.

  During winter, the north-east trade winds blow over the country.  In most parts of India, the weather 
during the winter is dry. In some parts like the coast of Tamil Nadu, the winds blow from the sea to the 
land. Hence, these places receive some amount of rainfall during the winter.

  Other characteristic feature of the winter season experienced over the Northern Plains is the inflow 
of cyclonic disturbances from the west and the north-west. The winter rainfall is locally known as 
Mahawat.

  The sea has a moderating influence over the peninsular region of India. Hence, there are no drastic 
seasonal variations in temperature pattern, and winters are not as distinct as in the north. The hot 
weather season in India refers to the summers that begin in March and lasts till mid-June.

  In India, summer is caused due to the apparent northward movement of the sun, which shifts the 
global heat belt northward. ‘Loo’ are strong, gusty, hot, dry winds that blow during the day over north 
and north-western India.

  In northern India, dust storms are also very common during the month of May. This is also the season 
for localised thunderstorms, associated with violent winds, torrential downpours, often accompanied 
by hail. Pre-monsoon showers are common, especially in Kerala and Karnataka and are often referred 
to as ‘mango showers,’ as they help in the early ripening of mangoes.
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  The advancing monsoon in India refers to the rainy season that lasts for a period of four months from 
June to September. The trade winds from the southern hemisphere, which originate over the warm 
subtropical areas of the southern oceans, bring the south-west monsoon winds into India.

  Another characteristic feature of the monsoon is the ‘breaks’ in rainfall and refers to the alternating 
wet and dry spells of rains. The Indian monsoon is very unpredictable. These breaks occur due to the 
movement of the monsoon trough.

  The farming schedule of millions of farmers all over the country, which is dependent on the monsoons, 
can sometimes get disturbed. The retreating monsoon refers to the transition season that lasts from 
October to December.

  The months of October-November form a period of transition from the hot rainy season to dry winter 
conditions. The main cause of this transition is the movement of the sun towards the south. By the 
beginning of October, the monsoon withdraws from the Northern Plains. The retreating monsoon 
season is marked by clear skies and a rise in the temperatures. The land is still moist and the weather 
becomes hot and humid. The days can become quite oppressive. This is commonly known as ‘October 
heat’. 

 DISTRIBUTION OF RAINFALL
  Heavy Rainfall Regions 
  l  Annual rainfall of over 400 cm is received over parts of western coast and north eastern India.
  Scanty Rainfall Regions  
  l  It is less than 60 cm in western Rajasthan and adjoining parts of Gujarat, Haryana and Punjab.
  l  Rainfall is also low in the interior of the Deccan Plateau, east of the Sahyadris.
  l  A third area of low precipitation is around Leh in Jammu and Kashmir.
  Moderate Rainfall Regions 
  l  The rest of the country receives moderate rainfall.
  Variability of Rainfall 
  l  Vagaries of monsoon are the result of variable nature of annual rainfall.
  l  Annual rainfall is highly variable from year to year.
  l  Variability is high in the regions of low rainfall.
	 	l  These regions are part of Rajasthan, Gujarat and the leeward side of the Western Ghats.
  l  Areas of high rainfall are almost affected by floods.
  l  Areas of low rainfall are drought prone.
 MONSOON AS A UNIFYING BOND
  The unifying influence of the monsoon is quite perceptible.
  The Indian landscape, animals, plants, agriculture, people including their festivities, revolve around 

the phenomenon.
  All Indians from North to South and from East to West, eagerly wait for the arrival of the monsoon.
  These monsoon winds bind the whole country by providing water to set the agricultural activities in 

motion.
  The river valleys which carry this water also unite as a single river valley unit.

CHAPTER 5 : Natural Vegetation and Wildlife

Quick Prompts
 BIODIVERSITY - NATURAL VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE
  A plant community that has grown naturally without human aid is called natural vegetation. Natural 

vegetation that has been left undisturbed by humans for a long time is called virgin vegetation. Sacred 
groves are forests that have been protected for ages by traditional societies.

  Virgin vegetation that is purely Indian is known as endemic or indigenous species. Plants that have 
come from outside India are termed exotic plants like some species of orchids.
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 	Biodiversity in a region typically refers to its flora as well as fauna. Flora refers to the plants of a 
particular region or period. Fauna is the collective term for the species of animals in a particular region 
or period.

  Biodiversity is caused by relief, climate and ecosystem in a region.
 	Relief in a region includes the land and the soil type found there. Different types of soils provide the 

basis for different types of vegetation.
 	Climate refers to three aspects of a region, the temperature, the photoperiod or duration of sunlight 

and precipitation. These aspects, along with the soil and land type, determine the type and extent of 
vegetation.

 	As the temperature rises, the type of vegetation slowly changes. The factors that determine the 
duration of sunlight are : The latitude of a region, the altitude of a region and the duration of the day.

 	Areas of heavy rainfall typically have more dense vegetation as compared to areas of less rainfall.
  l Forests are renewable resources and play a major role in enhancing the quality of the environment.
  l Vegetation in most parts of India has been modified at some places, or replaced or degraded by 

human occupancy.
 	Ecosystem 
  l All the plants and animals in an area are interdependent and interrelated to each other in their 

physical environment, thus forming an ecosystem.
  l A very large ecosystem on land having distinct type of vegetation and animal life is called a biome.
 TYPES OF VEGETATION

  The major types of vegetation in India are tropical evergreen forests, tropical deciduous forests, 
tropical thorn and scrubs forests, montane forests and mangrove forests.

 	Tropical Evergreen Forests are characterized by heavy rainfall and a warm climate. The commercially 
important trees grown in this area are ebony, mahogany, rosewood, rubber and cinchona. These 
forests also have a variety of animals like elephants, monkey, lemur and deer and various birds, bats, 
sloth, scorpions and snails.

   Coniferous Forests : They are evergreen cone bearing trees with needle shaped leaves found between 
1,600 and 3,000 metre above the sea level, e.g., Pine, Spruce, Cedar, etc.

  Deciduous Forests : They consist of trees which shed their leaves for about six to eight weeks in 
summer, e.g., Sal, Teak, Shisham, etc.

  Monsoon Forests : As deciduous forests depend on monsoons and are also known as monsoon forests.
  Thorn and Scrub Forests : Because of dominance of thorny trees, bushes and scrubs, they are called 

thorn and scrub forests. . They grow in dry areas of less than 75 cm annual rainfall. These trees and 
bushes have long roots which spread in radical pattern, thick bark, sharp thorns and waxy leaves. 
These devices help them to preserve water and  protect themselves from animals.

  Montane Forests : These are very different in their make-up from other types of forests, as the 
temperature and soil conditions are different on different altitudes.

  Mangrove Forests : Mangrove forests are usually found in coastal areas. Mangroves are a variety of 
plants and trees with their roots submerged in water. Dense mangrove forests are found in the deltas 
of the Ganga, the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna, and the Kaveri. Wild animals such as the 
Royal Bengal Tiger, crocodile, gharial, turtle and snake are found here.

 FORESTS AND ECOSYSTEM

  Forests are important as they are renewable resources that affect our environment in a variety of 
ways. They control climate, soil erosion and pollution. Forests support a variety of industries, helping 
provide livelihood for many communities.

 	There are very few areas left in India where the vegetation can be called natural in the true sense of 
the word like the Himalayas, the hilly region of Central India and the marusthali, parts of the desert. 
According to the Environment Atlas of India, June 2001, the actual forest cover in India in 2001 was 
only 20.55%.
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 	A number of factors have caused extensive modification of vegetation and depletion of forest cover: 
  l Growing demand for cultivated land l The development of industries and mining
  l Urbanisation l Over-grazing of pastures.
  The Van Mahotsav is a Forest festival started in 1950 by K. M. Munshi with the purpose to create 

enthusiasm among the masses for forest conservation and planting trees. Vegetation varies across 
areas because plants grow in distinct groups of communities, where each community belongs to an 
area with similar climatic conditions.

 	Together, the flora, the fauna and the physical environment of an area form an ecosystem. Human 
beings have a huge impact on an ecosystem. They utilize the vegetation and wildlife, for food, 
medicine, and a variety of other purposes. When the utilization of these resources is not regulated, 
ecological imbalance can result.

 	A very large ecosystem on land with distinct types of vegetation and animal life is called a biome. 
An ecosystem can be as large as a desert and as small as a puddle. A biome is much bigger than an 
ecosystem.

 	Biomes are identified on the basis of plants. Mountains, deserts, grasslands, oceans and wetlands are 
all examples of biomes.

 WILDLIFE AND CONSERVATION OF FLORA AND FAUNA

  India has a rich biodiversity and is home to around 1.6 million or nearly 8% of all the species of flora 
and fauna found in the World. India is also the home of over 86,000 species of fauna including birds, 
insects, and land and water animals.

 	Besides being the only country to have both lions and tigers in its forests, India is one of the few 
countries that have a habitat to support large land animals like the elephant.

 	The Himalayas harbour some large land animals like the yak and the shaggy-horned wild ox found 
in the freezing high altitudes of Ladakh. Some rare species of wild animals include the snow leopard, 
the red panda, the ibex and the Himalayan brown bear.

 	The wildlife in the Indian rivers, lakes and coastal areas is equally rich with various species of reptiles 
like crocodiles and gharials, water snakes and turtles. There are over 940 different species of fish in 
India.

 	In order to preserve world biodiversity and our natural heritage, fourteen biosphere reserves have 
been set up in the country.

 	The Sunderbans in West Bengal, the Nanda Devi in Uttarakhand, the Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu, 
and the Nilgiris spanning across Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have been included in the world 
network of biosphere reserves.

 	The Government also provides financial and technical support for many of the Botanical Gardens, 
since 1992. To protect wildlife, the Government of India has introduced Project Tiger, Project Rhino 
and Project Great Indian Bustard.

 	In addition, there are 89 National Parks, and 490 Wildlife Sanctuaries and Zoological Gardens in India 
to take care of our flora and fauna. As per IUCN specifications, the species of flora and fauna can be 
classified as normal, extinct, endangered, vulnerable, rare or endemic.

BIOSPHERE  RESERVES

S. No. Reserves States

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Nilgiris (1986)
Nanda Devi (1988)
Nokrek (1988)
The Great Nicobar (1989)
Gulf of Mannar (1989)
Manas (1989)

It lies at the trijunction of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala
Uttarakhand
Meghalaya
lies in Bay of Bengal (Sub-marine flora and fauna)
Tamil Nadu
Assam
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7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Sunderbans (1989)
Simlipal
Pachmarhi
Dibru Saikhowa
Dihang-Dibang
Agasthyamalai (2001)
Kanchenjunga (1977)
Achanakmar – Amarkantak (2012)

West Bengal
Odisha
Madhya Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
across (Kerala and Tamil Nadu)
Sikkim
across (Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh)

  WILDLIFE  SANCTUARIES

S. No. State Wildlife Sanctuary Bird Sanctuary National Park

1. Rajasthan Sariska (camel)
Ranthambore (camel)

Bharatpur
(Siberian birds)

—

2. Jammu and Kashmir (Kashmir stag) — Dachigam (bear)

3. Uttarakhand — — Rajaji

— — Corbett (tiger)

4. Uttar Pradesh Chandra Prabha (elephant) — Dudwa National 
Park

5. Madhya Pradesh — — Kanha Kisli

— — (deer, elephant)

6. Maharashtra — — Taroba

— — (Indian Bison)

7. Assam Kaziranga (rhino) — —

8. Karnataka                       —                                Ranganathittu (birds) —

9. Kerala Periyar (elephant) — —

10. Gujarat — — Gir (lions)

 UNIT 3 : DEMOCRATIC POLITICS - I

CHAPTER 6  : Electoral Politics

Quick Prompts

IMPORTANCE OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICAL COMPETITION

  In a democratic election, everyone has an equal right to vote, different parties and candidates contest 
freely and the voters have a right to choose their representative at regular intervals. Democracy is of 
the people, by the people and for the people.

 	The process by which people choose their representatives at regular intervals is known as election. 
The process of election in democratic countries differs from that of non-democratic countries. In a 
democratic election the preferred contestant is elected. The elections are carried out in a free and fair 
manner.

 	What Makes an Election Democratic?
  l Everyone should be able to choose, i.e., everyone should have one vote and every vote should 

have equal value. Universal Adult Franchise.
  l There should be parties and candidates to choose from, freedom to contest and a wide choice for 

people.
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  l Elections must be held at regular intervals.
  l Candidate preferred by the people should be elected.
  l Elections should be held in a fair and free atmosphere to be democratic.
 	Political Competition : Demerits

  l Creates a sense of disunity and ‘party politics’.
  l Parties level allegations against each other of using dirty tricks to win elections.
  l Long-term policies cannot be formulated.
  l Good people do not enter politics.
  l Merits : Elections are good because they force the ruling party to perform well. The Government 

is aware that it will be voted out of power if it does not perform as the people expected.
  l It forces Parties and Leaders to perform, so competition is good.

SYSTEM OF ELECTIONS IN INDIA

  An election carried out every five years to the Lok Sabha or the Vidhan Sabha is known as a General 
election.

 	Sometimes, the Lok Sabha and the Vidhan Sabha are dissolved earlier before the five years and an 
election is held before the expiry of their full term of five years. Such an election is called a Mid-
term election. An election may need to be held for a single Constituency, due to the untimely death 
or resignation of an elected member. The election carried out to fill this vacancy is known as a By-
election.

 	The Indian election law provides that : 
  l Political parties or candidates cannot bribe or threaten voters.
  l They cannot ask for votes on the grounds of caste or religion.
  l They cannot make use of Government resources or places of worship for campaigning.
  l They cannot spend more than ` 25 lakh per Constituency for a Lok Sabha election or more than  

` 10 lakh per Constituency in an Assembly election.
 	The Indian Constitution provides equal rights of representation to all the citizens of India.
 	The election system in India consists of the following stages : 
  l Delimitation of Constituencies.
  l Reserved Constituencies for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and also Other Backward 

Classes and women.
  l Prepare a list of the eligible voters and distribute it among the people. The voters list is officially 

known as the Electoral Roll.
  l All citizens of age 18 years or above are eligible to vote and a voter aged 25 years or above is also 

eligible for contesting an election.
  l Nomination of candidates by Political Parties.
  l Submission of nominations by candidates along with a security deposit. 
  l Campaigning of about two weeks.
  l Polling on election day.
 	The Indian Government introduced the Election Photo Identity Card [EPIC] system. Every eligible 

voter on the list is issued a Photo Identity Card. Carrying this EPIC is not mandatory. Instead, voters 
can provide proof of identity like ration card or driving license to exercise their right to vote. There is 
a common Code of Conduct for election campaigns, which all political parties in India have to follow.

WHAT MAKES THE ELECTIONS IN INDIA DEMOCRATIC

  During the election process, many political parties adopt unfair practices to get votes. No political 
party can win an election through such unfair practices.

 	India has a democratic election system. The election system in India is controlled and governed by an 
independent and very powerful body called the Election Commission (EC). The EC is headed by the 
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Chief Election Commissioner, who is assisted by several Election Commissioners. The present Election 
Commissioner is Mr. Sunil Arora.

 	The Election Commission of India performs several functions, starting from the announcement of the 
elections to the final declaration of the result.

 	It drafts and implements the Code of Conduct for elections and takes disciplinary action against Parties 
violating it.

 	The Election Commission is authorized to advise the Government on decisions affecting the election 
and control the transfer of Government Officials. The Election Commission also has the function of 
controlling the work of Government Officials on election duty. The Election Commission has the 
power to order a re-poll in case it finds evidence of unfair practices during polling. The people’s 
participation can be measured through the voter turnout on polling day.

CHAPTER 7 : Working of Institutions

Quick Prompts

 WORKING OF INSTITUTIONS

  Democratic government, the decision making power is divided into three separate branches – the 
legislature, the executive and the judiciary.

 	The legislature makes the laws, the executive implements them, and the judiciary resolves disputes 
that arise out of major policy decisions. It consists of an assembly of the people’s representatives with 
the power to enact laws for a country.

 	The executive is a group of persons with the authority to initiate major policies, make decisions and 
implement them on the basis of constitutional laws. The judiciary is an institution that administers 
justice and resolves legal disputes. All the courts in the country are collectively called the judiciary. 
Any major policy decision is conveyed through a Government Order. A Government Order is also 
called an Office Memorandum.

 	The Second Backward Classes Commission in India was established in 1979 by the Janata Party 
Government under the then Prime Minister Morarji Desai. It was popularly known as the Mandal 
Commission.

 	As per the Mandal Commission recommendations a Government Order announced that 27% of 
vacancies in civil posts and services under the Government of India would be reserved for Socially 
and Economically Backward Classes (SEBC). The reservations issue was strongly protested by the 
people stating that this largely affected everyone’s job opportunities.

  Some people felt that reservations were necessary to balance the inequality among people of different 
castes in India. Others felt that reservations were unfair and would deny equal opportunities to those 
who did not belong to backward communities. These cases were grouped together and called the 
‘Indira Sawhney and others versus the Union of India case’.

  NEED FOR POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
  l A Government has to perform various duties, formulate policies and implement them. Some have 

to formulate schemes, some have to take decisions, some have to implement the decisions. Hence, 
the need for institutions to do all the above. 

  l The Constitution of a country lays down basic rules on powers and functions of each institution.
  l The Institutions are the Legislature (Parliament), the Executive (the Government) and the Judiciary 

(Courts).
 	PARLIAMENT AND ITS TWO HOUSES
  l	The Parliament is a National Assembly of elected representatives of the people. The Assembly of 

elected representatives of the people at the State level is called the Legislature or the Legislative 
Assembly. The Parliament has the authority of enacting laws. It can add new laws, and change or 
abolish existing laws. National policy and important public issues are discussed and debated in the 
Parliament.



OSWAAL CBSE Sample Question Papers, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class - IX14

  l	 The Parliament consists of the Office of the President of India and two Houses the Rajya Sabha or 
the Council of States, and the Lok Sabha or the House of the People. The Parliament can have 802 
members.

  l	 The Rajya Sabha is the Upper House of the Parliament of India. It consists of 250 members of 
which 12 are nominated by the President of India. The remaining members of the Rajya Sabha are 
elected by State and Territorial Legislatures. The term of office is 6 years, and 1/3rd of the members 
retire every two years. The Vice President is the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

  l	 The Lok Sabha is directly elected by the people of India. The Lok Sabha can have a maximum 
of 552 members, including 20 members from the Union Territories and 2 from the Anglo-Indian 
community. The Speaker presides over the sessions.

  l Though the Rajya Sabha has some special powers, the Lok Sabha has supreme powers. The Lok 
Sabha can be dissolved by the President. Due to a large number of members, the view of the Lok 
Sabha matters a lot. Once the Lok Sabha passes the budget or a law related to money, the Rajya 
Sabha cannot reject it.

POLITICAL AND PERMANENT EXECUTIVE

  A group of functionaries is called the Executive. The Executive has two categories: political and 
permanent. The Political Executive consists of political leaders who are elected by the people for a 
specific term.

 	The Permanent Executive includes members who are appointed on a long-term basis. The Permanent 
Executive is also called the Civil Servants. The Political Executive has more powers and the final say in 
all important decisions as they are the representatives of the people.

POWERS OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND HIS COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

 	The Political Executive includes the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers. The President 
appoints the leader of the majority, or the Coalition Party that has a majority in the Lok Sabha, as the 
Prime Minister.

 	The remaining Ministers are appointed by the President based on the Prime Minister’s advice. These 
Ministers are usually from the party or the Coalition that has a majority in the Lok Sabha. The group 
of Ministers is called the Council of Ministers. It includes about 70 members of different ranks. The 
Council of Ministers includes Cabinet Ministers, Ministers of State with independent charge, and 
Ministers of State.

 	A Union Cabinet Minister is a Senior Minister, from the ruling party, in charge of a Ministry. A Cabinet 
Minister may also hold additional charges of other Ministries, where no other Cabinet Minister 
is appointed. The Cabinet is the internal ring of the Council of Ministers. It consists of around 20 
members.

 	A Minister of State is a Junior Minister with an overseeing Cabinet Minister, usually having specific 
responsibility in that Ministry. Most important decisions are made in cabinet meetings. Due to this 
reason, Parliamentary Democracy is also known as the Cabinet Form of Government.

 	The Prime Minister has several powers as the head of the Government. He chairs cabinet meetings, 
and assigns work to the other Ministers. He also has the power to dismiss Ministers. If the Prime 
Minister resigns, the entire Ministry is supposed to have Resigned.

 	The Prime Minister is the most powerful member in the Cabinet. The power of the Prime Ministers has 
increased so much that Parliamentary Democracies are sometimes called the Prime Ministerial form of 
Government.

THE PRESIDENT
 	The President is the head of the State, and has nominal powers. The President supervises the overall 

functioning of all Political Institutions in the country to achieve the objectives of the State. The 
President is not directly elected by the people. All the members of Parliament (MPs) and the Members 
of the State Legislative Assemblies elect the President.

  All major Government activities, policy decisions and laws are issued in the name of the President. 
The President takes all major decisions based on the advice of the Council of Ministers.
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 	One major decision that the President makes on his or her own is to appoint the Prime Minister. The 
President appoints the leader of the Majority Party or Coalition that enjoys a majority support in the 
Lok Sabha as the Prime Minister.

THE JUDICIARY
  The Judiciary includes all the Courts at different levels in a country and consists of the Supreme Court, 

High Courts and District Courts. The Supreme Court is the top legal organization.
 	The Indian courts of law are further divided into two groups : Civil Courts and Criminal Courts. The 

Civil Courts deal with general disputes regarding land, property, and rights. The Criminal Courts deal 
with cases of murder, riot and looting.

 	The Supreme Court controls the judicial administration in the country and resolves disputes between 
citizens, between citizens and the Government, between two or more States, and between States and 
the Union Governments.

 	The Indian Judiciary is known for being independent from the legislature and the executive and is 
non-partisan. The Judges do not act on the direction of the Government or the Ruling Party. The 
Judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed by the President on the advice of the 
Prime Minister and in consultation with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

 	A Judge can be removed only when an impeachment motion is passed separately by a two-third 
majority of members of each of the two Houses of the Parliament.

 	The Supreme Court and the High Courts have the power to interpret the Constitution. If the courts 
feel that any law or action of the Government is against the Constitution, they can declare it invalid. 
The Supreme Court has ruled that the basic principles of the Constitution cannot be changed by the 
Parliament. It acts like a guardian of the Fundamental Rights.

 	The Judiciary can review laws and Government actions. The Indian Judiciary is independent in the 
appointment and removal of Judges, and in the execution of its powers.

  Any one can approach the courts if public interest and human rights are affected by the actions of the 
Government. This is called a Public Interest Litigation (PIL). The Courts can intervene to ensure that 
the Government and its Officials are not misusing the powers.

 UNIT 4 : ECONOMICS
CHAPTER 8  : Poverty as a Challenge

Quick Prompts

 INTRODUCTION

  (1) Poverty can be defined as the lack of common things like food, clothing, shelter, safe drinking 
water, medical care and education, which determine the quality of life. Nearly 25% of our entire 
population lives in poverty. Poverty exists in both urban and rural India.

  (2) There are certain things that are common in the life of poor people in urban and rural India. 
These include hunger and malnutrition, lack of proper housing and shelter, no healthcare in case 
of illness and no regular job and income, lack of sanitation and safe drinking water, no education 
for children, hopelessness and ill-treatment.

  (3) Social scientists use different types of indicators to understand poverty. The most commonly used 
indicators relate to the levels of income of people and their consumption of goods. Poverty is 
also observed using other social indicators like lack of education, healthcare, sanitation and safe 
drinking water.

  (4) The concept of social exclusion states that poor people have to live in poor surroundings excluded 
from neighbourhoods of people who are better off. Social exclusion leads to lack of social equality 
and exclusion from facilities, benefits and opportunities enjoyed by others.

  (5) Social exclusion can be both a cause and an effect of poverty. A person may be forced to live 
in poor surroundings because he or she is poor. Social exclusion excludes people from equal 
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opportunities of education, healthcare, employment and general quality of life. Vulnerability is 
the measure of the probability of certain groups of people becoming poor or remaining poor in 
future.

  (6) Vulnerability is determined by the availability of options for employment, education and 
healthcare, etc. It is also determined by the ability of people to handle bad times and natural 
disasters like earthquakes, floods and Tsunamis. Poor people are more vulnerable to poverty. 

POVERTY LINE AND VULNERABLE GROUPS (INDICATORS) 

  (1) The ‘Poverty Line’ is a commonly used way to identify the poor. It is a measure based on levels 
of income and consumption by people to identify poor. The concept of poverty line is based on 
the fact that a person must have a minimum level of income and consumption to satisfy the basic 
needs of food, clothing, clean water, education and healthcare.

  (2) When the income or consumption of a person falls below this minimum level, the person is 
considered to be poor. The minimum levels of requirement to determine the poverty line are 
different in different countries. In India, the determination of the poverty line takes into 
consideration the minimum requirements of food, clothing, footwear, fuel, power, education and 
healthcare for the subsistence of an individual.

  (3) Minimum requirement of food is done by taking the minimum calorie requirement into 
consideration. In India, the minimum daily requirement is fixed at 2400 calories per person in 
rural areas and 2100 calories per person in urban areas.

  (4) The cost of each item in the minimum requirements of food, clothing, footwear, fuel, power, 
education and healthcare is added up to find the minimum income required for a person to 
survive. In the year 2000, the monthly poverty line income was fixed at 328 rupees per person in 
rural areas, and 454 rupees per person in urban areas.

  (5) Though the calorie requirement for the people in rural areas is more, their poverty line income is 
less than the people in urban areas. The poverty line income is fixed on per person basis. To find 
the poverty line for a family, the monthly income is multiplied by the number of members in the 
family. 

  (6) The poverty line is revised periodically to accommodate rising prices and the changing requirements 
of people through nationwide surveys conducted by the National Sample Survey Organization 
(NSSO). The percentage of population living under poverty line in India has reduced. Percentage 
of poor in rural areas is higher than in urban areas. Some groups and communities are more 
vulnerable to poverty than others.

  (7) The groups most vulnerable to poverty are people belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes, 
casual labourers in urban areas and landless farm labourers in rural areas.

  (8) Even within a family, some people are more vulnerable and suffer more than the others due to 
poverty like the elderly, women and children, especially girl children. One of the biggest social 
evils associated with poverty is negligence towards the girl child. 

 	Estimation of Poverty : The incidence of poverty in India was around 55 per cent in 1973 which 
declined to 36 per cent in 1993 and further to 26 per cent in 2000.

  Social groups which are most vulnerable to poverty are Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
households.

INTER STATE DISPARITY IN POVERTY

  The poverty ratio or the percentage of population living in poverty is not uniform all over the country. 
It varies across different States.

 	Odisha with a poverty ratio of 47% and Bihar with a poverty ratio of 43% are the two poorest States 
in India. The poverty ratios in Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh are much higher. 
The states of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, and Jammu and Kashmir along with the Union 
Territory of Delhi, have the lowest poverty ratios in the country. Since the 1970s, there has been a 
general decline in the poverty ratios for all States in India.
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 	The States that have shown the most significant decline in poverty are Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, 
Haryana, Gujarat, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. The decline in poverty in 
Punjab and Haryana was driven by high agricultural growth rates after the Green Revolution in India.

 	In West Bengal, the decline in poverty is associated with land reforms that aimed to improve the 
condition of small farmers and agricultural workers. In Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, a well-
implemented Public Distribution System of food grains is the cause of the decline in poverty.

		Kerala has the highest literacy rate in India for both its male and female population. These focuses 
on education, and training and development of human resources has led to the decline in poverty in 
Kerala.

GLOBAL SCENARIO :

 	According to the World Bank standard, the poverty ratio or percentage of population living below the 
poverty line in developing countries has come down from 28% in 1990 to 21% in 2001. The World Bank 
standard of poverty line states that all people living under $1 per day live in poverty.

 	Poverty has declined in most regions of the world like China, East Asia and Pacific, South Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Poverty in China, and East Asia and Pacific regions has declined more 
rapidly than in South Asia. The rapid decline in poverty in China, East Asia and Pacific is associated 
with rapid economic growth and huge investments in human resource development in these regions.

 	The situation is very different in Sub-Saharan Africa, where poverty ratio has actually risen from 41% 
in 1981 to 46% in 2001. Poverty has reappeared in some former socialist countries like Russia, where 
officially there was no poverty before.

 	The poverty ratio for India as per the World Bank standard appears higher than our national estimate 
of 26%. In the United Nations Millennium Summit held in September 2002, where the leaders from 
189 countries signed a declaration pledging to reduce the number of people living below $1 a day to 
half of its 1990 figure by 2015.

CAUSES OF POVERTY AND ANTI-POVERTY MEASURES

  The main causes of poverty in India are low economic growth during the colonial rule, population 
explosion, lack of job opportunities, irregular low-paying employment, inequitable distribution of 
resources and indebtedness.

  Anti-poverty measures taken by the Indian Government are based on two main objectives : Increasing 
economic growth in the country and launching Anti-Poverty Programmes for specific groups of people. 
Economic growth provides more resources and opportunities for human resource development like 
education, training and healthcare.

  The Government of India has launched several anti-poverty programmes like the Prime Minister 
Rozgar Yojna, Rural Employment Guarantee Programme and Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 
which are aimed at generating self-employment opportunities in rural areas.

  Prime Minister Rojgar Yojana (PMRY) : The aim of this programme (which was started in 1993) was to 
create self-employment opportunities for educated unemployed youth in rural areas and small towns.

	 Rural Employment Generation Programme (REGP) : REGP was launched in 1995 to create self-
employment opportunities in rural areas.

  Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY) : SGSY was started in 1999. The programme aims at 
bringing the assisted poor families above the poverty line.

  Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana (PMGY) was launched in 2000.
  Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) for ‘the poorest of poors’ and elders.
  National Food for Work Programme (NFWP) was launched in 2004.
  National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) was passed in September 2005. The Act 

provides 100-days assured employment every year to every rural household in 200 districts.




