
        ON TIPS 
         NOTES

Note-making is a skill that we use in many walks of life : at school, university and in the world of 
work. However, accurate note-making requires a thorough understanding of concepts. We, at Oswaal, 
have tried to encapsulate all the chapters from the given syllabus into the following ON TIPS NOTES. 
These notes will not only facilitate better understanding of concepts, but will also ensure that each 
and every concept is taken up and every chapter is covered in totality. So go ahead and use these 
to your advantage... go get the OSWAAL ADVANTAGE!!

Theme 7

CHAPTER 1 : Changing Cultural Traditions 

(I) Renaissance: 

(i) Renaissance is a French word that in literal terms means ‘rebirth’. From the 14th to 17th  century 
several changes prevailed in entire Europe. These changes were in the field of politics, literature, 
culture, art, etc.

(ii) The Renaissance Movement, at first became prominent in Italy where immense distress was caused 
due to overpopulation and famine.

(iii) Before these changes occurred, the Church influenced the lives of people in many ways. The Pope 
was called the ‘Sender of God’. The knowledge imparted by the Church was considered absolute 
and no one was allowed to contradict Noyans the same. This period was also termed as the ‘Dark 
Ages’.

(iv) Christian humanists like Thomas More (1478-1535) in England and Erasmus (1466-1536) in Holland 
felt that the Church had become an institution marked by greed.

(v) In almost every part of Europe, peasants began to rebel against the heavy taxes imposed by 
the Church. While the common folk resented the extortions of churchmen, princes found their 
interference in the work of the state unacceptable.

(vi) In 1517, a young German monk called Martin Luther (1483 to 1546) launched a campaign against 
the Catholic Church and argued that a person did not need priests to establish contact with God. He 
asked his followers to have complete faith in God, for faith alone could guide them to the right life 
and entry into heaven. This movement was called the ‘Protestant Reformation’. It led the churches in 
Germany and Switzerland to break their connection with the Pope and the Catholic Church.

(vii) A turning point in European science came when Copernicus contradicted the scientific facts stated 
by the Church. He asserted that the planets, including the Earth, rotated around the Sun. However, 
fearing the consequences he did not print his manuscripts.

(viii) More than half a century later, through the writings of astronomers like Johannes Kepler and 
Galileo Galilei, the theory of the Earth as part of the Sun-centered system was made popular. This 
revolution in science reached its pinnacle with Isaac Newton’s ‘Theory of Gravitation’.
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(ix) Voyages, inventions and discovery of new lands took place at a large scale. Great sailors like Vasco- 
da-Gama and Columbus discovered new lands like India and America. As a result, people mixed 
freely with the people from the other parts of the world and there was a free exchange of ideas.

(x) The field of art too was influenced by the Renaissance. Painters/ artists like Michelangelo di 
Lodovico, Pablo Picasso, Leonardo- da -Vinci, they all depicted human life and man was depicted 
as the best creation.

(xi) Renaissance also saw the rise of nation-states. The concept of nation-states paved the way for 
national security and the growth of common culture, language, humanism, literature, etc.

(xii) Another important feature of the Renaissance was the rise of the Middle Class. With the growth of 

trade and commerce, there was a rise of new cities and towns and the discovery of new lands. A 

new class of people known as the middle class also emerged. They were not ready to bow before the 

corrupt clergy and the pleasure-seeking nobility. They challenged the special rights and privileges 

of the so-called upper classes of contemporary society.

(II) Humanism- Meaning & Features:

(i) Humanism means to take an interest in human life, to respect man. In the Renaissance period, 

the ideology of Humanism laid emphasis on worldly interests as compared to spirituality. The 

Humanists believed in mankind’s ability to achieve happiness and perfection without religion. It 

stood for the freedom and rights of an individual.

(ii) The Humanist thought implied that religious teachings alone could not provide answers to human life.

(iii) By the early 15th century the term ‘humanist’ was used for masters who taught grammar, poetry, 

history, moral philosophy and rhetoric. Petrarch is regarded as the father of Humanism in world 

history.

Theme 9

CHAPTER 2 : The Industrial Revolution
 (I)  Basic Facts and Important Inventions :

(i) The Industrial Revolution began in England and later spread to other parts of the world. It refers to 
all the important developments and inventions that revolutionised the technique and organization 
of production in the later half of the 18th century.

(ii) Coal and iron were available in abundance in England. The availability of such minerals further 
paved the foundation of the Industrial Revolution.

(iii) There was a huge increase in the production of goods with the inventions of new machines in the 
industrial sector and as a consequence, the means of communication and transport also developed.

(iv) From the 18th century onwards, many towns in Europe grew in area and population. London 
acquired global significance as it became the center of the triangular trade network among England, 
Africa and the West Indies.

(v) The economic progress and industrialization of England influenced the social as well as cultural life 
of the people. It had far-reaching effects on the political and social history of England.

Inventor Invention (s) Year

James Watt Steam Engine 1781

Eli Whitney Cotton gin 1793
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Robert Fulton Steamboat 1807

Samuel Morse Sewing machine 1846

Elias Howe Telegraph 1844

(II) Emergence of the Working Class

(i) With the Industrial Revolution came massive wealth but it was at the cost of humanity. The physical 
and mental condition of the factory workers became miserable during the initial years of the 
Industrial Revolution. They had to work for long hours daily in dark and smudged factories.

(ii) Women and children were employed in factories. Though it provided them financial independence, 
however, the working conditions became hazardous for health.

(iii) Around the same time, the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity started growing. The protest 
movement grew stronger during the 1790s. Luddism, a movement led by the  General Ned Ludd 
fought for establishing minimum wages, control over labour of women and children , work for 
those who had lost their jobs because of the coming of machinery, and the right to form trade 
unions so that they could legally present their demands. 

(iv) In 1819, the peaceful gathering of almost 80,000 workers at St Peter’s field was brutally suppressed 
by the government; this also came to be known as the Peterloo Massacre.

EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM

Colonization of North America

(i) During the 17th and 18th centuries European nations like England, France and Holland expanded 
their powers through colonialism in North America and Australia.

(ii) For the Europeans, the Native Americans seemed uncivilized. Christopher Columbus discovered the 
continent of America in 1492, he was followed by the Spanish and the Portuguese who established 
their colonies there.

(iii) The first Europeans who came to America were traders with the main objective of making profits 
by selling their products.

(iv) Britain established 13 colonies on the eastern coast of America. These colonies declared war on 
England in 1776 to gain independence. This war lasted for almost seven years and continued till 
1783. The colonies won and the ‘United States of America’ was born. 

(v) In the 1840s traces of gold had been found in California. In a blind race, thousand of eager Europeans, 
in hope of making a good fortune in a short time, rushed to America. This was also called the ‘Gold 
Rush’ and consequently, there was a remarkable industrial growth in America

(vi) Canada and the USA as we know them today came into existence at the end of the 18th century. The 
USA followed the policies of both purchase and war in order to expand its territories. It purchased 
Louisiana from France and Alaska from Russia. In 1865, slavery was abolished.

Improvement in worker’s conditions

(i) Factory laws were passed limiting the hours of work of those between the ages of nine and sixteen 
to 12 hours a day. 

(ii) Children under the age of nine were not allowed to work in factories.
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Theme 10

CHAPTER 3 : Displacing Indigenous Peoples

EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM 

  Colonization of North America 
(i) During the 17th and 18th centuries European nations like England, France and Holland expanded 

their powers through colonialism in North America and Australia. 

(ii) For the Europeans, the Native Americans seemed uncivilized. Christopher Columbus discovered the 
continent of America in 1492, he was followed by the Spanish and the Portuguese who established 
their colonies there. 

(iii) The first Europeans who came to America were traders with the main objective of making profits 
by selling their products. 

(iv) Britain established 13 colonies on the eastern coast of America. These colonies declared war on 
England in 1776 to gain independence. This war lasted for almost seven years and continued till 
1783. The colonies won and the ‘United States of America’ was born. 

(v) In the 1840s traces of gold had been found in California. In a blind race, thousand of eager Europeans, 
in hope of making a good fortune in a short time, rushed to America. This was also called the ‘Gold 
Rush’ and consequently, there was a remarkable industrial growth in America 

(vi) Canada and the USA as we know them today came into existence at the end of the 18th century. The 
USA followed the policies of both purchase and war in order to expand its territories. It purchased 
Louisiana from France and Alaska from Russia. In 1865, slavery was abolished.

Impact on Indigenous People – Historians’ Viewpoints

(i) Basic democratic rights and the right to property were only for the white men. The natives of the 
USA suffered from major economic exploitation until the 1920s. The major economic depression 
of 1929 affected all its people and brought forth a grim picture of the terribly poor health and 
education facilities for the natives.

(ii) In the 1950s and 1960s, the US and Canadian governments thought of ending all special provisions 
for the natives in the hope that they would join the mainstream and adopt European culture. But 
the natives didn’t want this.

(iii) In 1969 the Canadian Government announced that it would not recognize the ‘aboriginal’ rights. 
This could not be resolved until 1982 when the constitution accepted the existing aboriginal and 
treaty right of the natives.

(iv) Human habitation in Australia has a long history. The natives of Australia initially helped the 
Europeans wholeheartedly, so their mutual relations were quite cordial. However, a sharp reversal 
took place when Captain Cook was murdered by a native.

(v) Most of the early settlers were convicts who had been deported from England and as their term 
ended they were allowed to live free in Australia on  a condition that they did not return to Britain. 
1911 Canberra was established as the capital of Australia.

 (i) The Winds of Change By 1970s there was an eagerness to understand the natives not as 
anthropological curiosities but as communities with distinct cultures.

(ii) Since then, university departments have been instituted to study native cultures, galleries of native 
art have been added to art galleries, museums have been enlarged to incorporate dioramas and 
imaginatively designed rooms explaining native culture, and natives have begun writing their own 
life histories. 

(iii) From 1974, multiculturalism has been an official policy in Australia which gave equal respect to 
native cultures and different cultures of the immigrants from Europe and Asia.
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Theme 11

CHAPTER 4 : Paths to Modernisation
 (I) Militarisation and Economic Growth in Japan

(i) Japan which is also known as the ‘Land of the Rising Sun’, consists of more than 3000 islands. The 
four main Japanese islands are Honshu, Kyushu, Shikoku and Hokkaido.

(ii) Commander Perry’s arrival in Japan influenced the politics of the country in many ways. It helped 
increase the importance of the emperor greatly.

(iii) Feudalism was abolished in Japan in 1871 under the Meiji rule. They also introduced major military 
reforms and a new constitution was their major achievement. This was adopted in 1889. As part of 
the educational reforms, Tokyo University was set up in 1877 under the Meiji’s. Japan registered 
remarkable progress in all fields during the forty years of Meiji restoration.

(iv) Japan defeated China in the Sino-Japanese War in 1894-95. This made China vulnerable to the 
whole world and brought forth the imperialist ambitions of Japan. It gave honour and prestige to 
Japan.

(v) The Sino-Japanese War became the basis of the Anglo-Japanese alliance in 1902. For the first time, a 
European country, England signed a treaty with an Asian country on equal footing.

(vi) Japanese industrial growth and expansion was founded on the exploitation of workers and the 
environment. Demand for timber destroyed the forests and there was industrial pollution which 
led to cadmium poisoning.

(vii) The power of Army and Navy grew and after 1890 they came to have independent control. Japan 
got engaged in conflicts and battles to expand its colonial empire and these merged into the Second 
World War as Japan attacked the US at Pearl Harbour in 1941.

(viii) In 1945, the US dropped nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki that caused unprecedented 
destruction and Japan surrendered unconditionally. A peace treaty was concluded in 1951 and 
Japan was granted full freedom.

(II) China and the Communist Alternative
(i) Three diverse groups marked the debates on regaining sovereignty and ending the humiliation of 

foreign occupation to bring about equality and development. These were:
 ¾ Early reformers like Kang Youwei and Lian Qichao who wanted to use traditional ideas in new 

ways to meet the challenges posed by the West.
 ¾ The republican revolutionaries like Sun Yat-Sen, the first President of the republic, were inspired 

by ideas from Japan and the West.
 ¾ The Communist Party of China that wanted to put an end to age-old inequalities and drive out the 

foreigners.
(ii) The beginning of modern China can be traced to their first encounter with the West in the 16th 

and 17th centuries when Jesuit missionaries introduced western sciences such as astronomy and 
mathematics.

(iii) The Manchu Empire was overthrown and a republic established in 1911 under Sun Yat-Sen who is 
regarded as the founder of modern China. His programme was called the, Three Principles, which 
were – Nationalism, Democratic Government and Socialism in regulating capital and equalizing 
landholdings.

(iv) Sun Yat-Sen’s ideas became the basis of the political philosophy of the Guomindang (The National 
People’s Party). They identified the ‘four great needs’ as clothing, food, housing and transportation. 
After Sun Yat-Sen, Chiang Kai- shek emerged as the leader of the Guomindang and he launched a 
military campaign to control the warlords and regional leaders who had usurped authority.

(v) The People’s Republic of China was established in 1949 based on the new principles of ‘New 
Democracy’. Critical areas of the economy were put under government control and private 
ownership and private enterprise of land were gradually ended.
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(vi) Great Leap Movement was launched in 1958 to galvanise the country to industrialise rapidly. Mao 
was able to mobilise the masses to attain the goals of the party. However, many objected to his 
emphasis on ideology rather than expertise. In 1965, he launched the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution to counter his critics. In 1978, the party declared its goal as the four modernisations - to 
develop science, industry, agriculture and defence.

(vii) Chiang Kai-shek established a repressive government forbidding free speech and political 
opposition and excluding the local population from positions of power.

(viii) Martial law was lifted in 1987 and opposition parties were legally permitted. The first free election 
brought the local Taiwanese to power and thus began the transformation to democracy.

III. Historians’ Debate on the Meaning of Modernization:
(i) The ways adopted by Japan and China for their respective modernization makes it clear that the 

industrial societies found their paths for becoming modern.
(ii) Changes in the family and daily life also made it clear that the Japanese had succeeded in creating 

something new by bringing together the foreign and indigenous ideas.
(iii) The Chinese path to modernization was somewhat different. China tried to find ways to build 

national unity and strength by a rejection of traditions. The Communist Party of China and its 
supporters held traditions responsible for keeping the masses in poverty, the subjugation of women 
and the underdevelopment of the country. They, therefore, struggled to change the dependence on 
traditions.




