
     ON TIPS 
       NOTES

Note-making is a skill that we use in many walks of life : at school, university and in the world of 
work. However, accurate note-making requires a thorough understanding of concepts. We, at Oswaal, 
have tried to encapsulate all the chapters from the given syllabus into the following ON TIPS NOTES. 
These notes will not only facilitate better understanding of concepts, but will also ensure that each 
and every concept is taken up and every chapter is covered in totality. So go ahead and use these to 
your advantage... go get the OSWAAL ADVANTAGE!!

CHAPTER 1  : The Cold War Era

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

 ¾ In April 1961, the leaders of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) were apprehensive of an 
American attack on Cuba. 

 ¾ Fidel Castro was the President of Cuba at that time. 

 ¾ Cuba was an ally of the Soviet Union and received both diplomatic and financial aid from it. 

 ¾ Nikita Khrushchev was the leader of the Soviet Union. 

 ¾ In order to convert Cuba into a Russian base, Nikita Khrushchev decided to place nuclear missiles in 
Cuba in the year 1962. 

 ¾ In order to get Khrushchev to remove these missiles and nuclear weapons, the American President, 
John F. Kennedy, ordered American warships to intercept any Soviet ships heading to Cuba. 

 This situation was known as the Cuban Missile Crisis.  

COLD WAR AND THE EMERGENCE OF TWO POWER BLOCS 

 ¾ The Second World War came to an end in the year 1945 when the United States of America dropped two 
atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August, 1945. 

 ¾ The Allied Forces led by the US, Soviet Union, Britain and France defeated the Axis Powers led by 
Germany, Italy and Japan. 

 ¾ The War had involved almost all the major powers of the world and spread out to regions outside 
Europe, including South-east Asia, China, Myanmar (Burma) and parts of India’s North-east. 

 ¾ The consequence of the end of the Second World War was the rise of two new powers on the global 
stage-These were the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

 ¾ The end of the Second World War was also the beginning of the Cold War.

 ¾ The Cold War refers to the competition, the tensions and a series of confrontations between the United 
States and Soviet Union, backed by their respective allies.

 ¾ The Western Alliance, headed by the US, represented the ideology of liberal democracy and capitalism.

 ¾ The Eastern Alliance, headed by the Soviet Union, was committed to the ideology of socialism and 
communism.
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 ¾ The two super powers and the countries in the rival blocs led by the super powers were expected to 

behave in a rational and responsible manner in the sense that they understood the risks in fighting wars 
that might involve the two super powers. 

 ¾ In a world sharply divided between two alliance systems, a state was supposed to remain tied to its 
protective super power to limit the influence of the other super power and its allies. 

 ¾ The western alliance was formalised into an organisation called NATO. 

 ¾ NATO came into existence in the year 1949. It was an association of 12 countries.

 ¾ The eastern alliance, known as the Warsaw Pact, was led by the USSR. 

 ¾ Warsaw Pact was created in the year 1955 to counter NATO forces.

 ¾ In east and South-east Asia and in West Asia, the United States built alliance systems called the South-
east Asian Treaty Organisation (SEATO) and Central Treaty Organistion (CENTO). 

 ¾ Soviet Union and Communist China reiterated by having close relations with North Vietnam, North 
Korea and Iraq. 

 ¾ The emergence of Non-Aligned Movement gave the newly independent countries, a way of staying 
out the alliance.

ARENAS OF THE COLD WAR

 ¾ The arenas of the Cold War refer to the areas where crisis and war occurred or threatened to occur 
between the alliance systems but did not cross certain limits, e.g. in Korea, Berlin, the Congo and several 
other places. 

 ¾ Jawaharlal Nehru, one of the key leaders of the NAM, played a crucial role in meditating between the 
two Koreas. 

 ¾ In the Congo crisis, the UN Secretary mediated the issue.

 ¾ In the other arenas, logic of deterrence was evidently followed by both the super powers.

ARMS RACE AND ARMS CONTROL

 ¾ Mutual suspicions led the two super powers to arm themselves to the teeth and to constantly prepare 
for war. This resulted in Arms Race.

 ¾ The circumstances forced the two super powers to collaborate in limiting or eliminating certain kinds of 
nuclear and non-nuclear weapons. This led to Arms Control.

 ¾ The two sides signed three significant agreements within a decade—these were (a) The Limited Test

 ¾ Ban Treaty, (b) Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and (c) The Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.

 ¾ CHALLENGE TO BIPOLARITY AND NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER

 ¾ The Non-Aligned Movement offered the newly decolonised countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
a third option to join either alliance. 

 ¾ The NAM emerged out of a meeting of Yugoslavia’s leader Josip Broz Tito, India’s leader Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Egypt’s leader Gamel Abdel Naseer in 1956. 

 ¾ Indonesia's Sukarno and Ghana's Nkrumah also supported NAM strongly. The first non-aligned 
summit was held in the year 1961 in Belgrade. It was attended by 25 members.

 ¾ The idea of New International Economic Order (NIEO) originated with this realisation that the newly 
independent countries should be economically developed. 
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 ¾ The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) brought out a report in 1972 

entitled Towards a New Trade Policy for Development. 
INDIA AND THE COLD WAR

 ¾ India’s role as a leader of NAM was two-fold. 
 ¾ In one role, India stayed away from the two alliances. 
 ¾ Secondly, it raised its voice against the newly decolonised countries becoming part of these alliances. 

According to Nehru, non-alignment was not a policy of ‘fleeing away.’ 
 ¾ India’s policy of non-alignment was criticised on a number of grounds. (i) It was unprincipled,  

and (ii) It was inconsistent.
 ¾ India signed a Treaty of Friendship in August 1971, with the USSR for twenty years.

CHAPTER 2 : The End of Bipolarity
THE SOVIET SYSTEM

 ¾ The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) came into existence in 1917, after the Socialist Revolution 
in Russia. 

 ¾ The Socialist Revolution of Russia was inspired by the ideals of socialism, as opposed to capitalism and 
need for an egalitarian society. 

 ¾ The Soviet System centered on the Communist Party and no other political party was allowed. 
 ¾ The political and economic systems of the eastern European countries which had been liberated by the 

Soviet Union from the fascist forces after the Second World War came under the control of the USSR 
and were modeled after the USSR. 

 ¾ The group of the countries which followed the USSR was called the Second World or the ‘Socialist bloc’. 
 ¾ The USSR was the head of the socialist bloc and the group was held together by a military alliance called 

Warsaw Pact. 
 ¾ The Soviet Union ensured a minimum standard of living for all citizens and the government subsidised 

basic necessities including health, education, child care and other welfare schemes. 

DRAWBACKS OF THE SOVIET SYSTEM

 ¾ The Soviet System became very bureaucratic and authoritarian, making life very difficult for its citizens 
as there was no freedom of speech. 

 ¾ Although, on paper, Russia was the only one of the fifteen republics that together constituted the 
USSR , in reality, Russia dominated everything and people from other regions felt neglected and often 
suppressed. 

 ¾ The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, representing the one-party system, had tight control over 
the institutions and was unaccountable to the people. The Soviet Union lagged behind the West in 
technology, infrastructure and most importantly, in fulfilling the political or economic aspirations of 
citizens. 

 ¾ The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 weakened the system even further. 

GORBACHEV AND DISINTEGRATION OF SOVIET UNION: CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES
 ¾ Mikhail Gorbachev became the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1985. 

At that time, reforms were needed to keep the USSR abreast of the information and technology of the 
world. 

 ¾ Gorbachev introduced economic and political policies of Perestroika (restructuring) and Glasnost 
(openness).

 ¾ Gorbachev’s policies of economic and political reform and democratisation were opposed by the leaders 
within the Communist Party. 

 ¾ A coup took place in 1991, encouraged by the Communist party hardliners.
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 ¾ Having tasted freedom, people did not want the old style of ruling of the Communist Party. 

 ¾ Boris Yeltsin emerged as a national hero in opposing the coup and in December 1991, under his 
leadership of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, three major republics of the USSR, declared that the Soviet 
Union was disbanded. 

 ¾ Capitalism and democracy were adopted as the basis for the post-Soviet republics. 

 ¾ The Soviet System was under huge economic burden as it used much of its resources in maintaining a 
nuclear and military arsenal and development of its satellite states in Eastern Europe. 

 ¾ The disintegration of the Soviet Union brought an end to the Cold War confrontations. 

 ¾ The end of the Soviet bloc gave rise to unipolar world, where US became the sole super power. The 
disintegration of the Soviet bloc meant the emergence of many new countries.

 ¾ The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) was formed after the disintegration of USSR. It came 
as a surprise to other republics, especially Central Asian ones.

SHOCK THERAPY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES
 ¾ The collapse of Communism led to the process of transition from an authoritarian socialist system to a 

democratic capitalist system in many countries. 

 ¾ The model of transition, influenced by the World Bank and the IMF, came to be known as ‘shock 
therapy’. 

 ¾ The adoption of shock therapy required total shift to capitalist economy, which led to the complete 
uprooting of any structure evolved during the Soviet period. 

 ¾ Privatisation became the dominant pattern of ownership of property. Collective farms were replaced 
by private farming and capitalism in agriculture. The shock therapy ruined the economies and brought 
disaster upon the people. 

 ¾ In Russia, the largest state controlled industrial complex collapsed, as about 90% of its industries were 
put up for sale to private individuals and companies. 

 ¾ The shock therapy led to the virtual disappearance of entire industries and this was called the ‘largest 
garage sale in history’. 

TENSIONS AND CONFLICTS AND ARAB SPRINGS
 ¾ In Russia, two republics, Chechnya and Dagestan, have had violent secessionist movements. 

 ¾ In Central Asia, Tajikistan witnessed a civil war that went on for ten years till 2001. 

 ¾ In Azerbaijan's province of Nagorno-Karabakh, some local Armenians wanted to secede and join 
Armenia. In Georgia, the demand for independence has come from two provinces resulting in a civil 
war. 

 ¾ The Central Asian Republics are areas with vast hydrocarbon resources which have brought them 
economic benefit. 

 ¾ In Eastern Europe, Czechoslovakia split peacefully into two, with Czechs and the Slovaks forming 
independent countries. 

 ¾ After 1991, Yugoslavia broke apart with several provinces like Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina declaring independence. 

 ¾ The 21st century witnessed emergence of new developments for democracies and democratization in 
West Asian countries, one such event is characterized as ‘Arab Spring’ that began in 2009. 

 ¾ Located in Tunisia, the Arab Spring took its roots where the struggle against corruption, unemployment 
and poverty was started by the public which turned into a political movement because the people 
considered the existing problems as outcome of autocratic dictatorship. 
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CHAPTER 3 : United Nations and its Organization 

 ¾ International organisations help with matters of war and peace. 

 ¾ They help countries co-operate to make better living conditions for us all. 

 ¾ International organisations are also helpful in solving global issues. 

 ¾ An international organisation can help produce information and ideas about how to co-operate in 
situations that are so challenging that they can only be dealt with when everyone works together.  
E.g. Disease, Global Warming, etc.

 ¾ After the First World War, the League of Nations was founded to avoid war. 

 ¾ Despite its initial success, the League of Nations could not prevent the Second World War, 1939-45. 

 ¾ The United Nations (UN) was established in 1945, after the Second World War as successor to the 
League of Nations. 

 ¾ The UN was set up through signing of the United Nations Charter by 51 states. 

 ¾ The basic objectives of the UN are to prevent international conflict and facilitate cooperation among 
states. 

 ¾ In the UN General Assembly, all members have one vote each. 

 ¾ In the UN Security Council, there are five permanent members – United States, Russia, United Kingdom, 
France and China. 

 ¾ The UN’s most visible public figure and the representative head is the Secretary General. 

 ¾ The UN consists of many different structures and agencies. There are six principal organs of the United 
Nations: the General Assembly, Security Council, Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), Trusteeship 
Council (suspended in 1994), International Court of Justice (ICJ), and the UN Secretariat along with 
various specialized agencies and affiliated organizations.

 ¾ War and peace and differences between member states are discussed in the General Assembly as well 
as the Security Council. 

 ¾ With the end of the Cold War, the role of the UN has changed. It was realised that the United Nations 
was not created to take humanity to heaven, but to save it from hell.

REFORMS OF THE UN AFTER THE COLD WAR
 ¾ Two basic kinds of reforms which face the UN are the reform of the organisation’s structure and 

processes and a review of the issues that fall within the jurisdiction of the organisation.

 ¾ On the reform of structures and processes, the biggest discussion has been on the functioning of the 
Security Council.

 ¾ In the Security Council, there are five permanent members and ten non-permanent members. 

 ¾ The five permanent members have the privilege of veto power (negative vote). 

 ¾ New criteria have been proposed for new permanent and non-permanent members of the Security 
Council, after the debate in the General Assembly of 1992.

UNESCO

 ¾ The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was established on  
16 November 1945.

 ¾ With its headquarter in Paris, France, UNESCO is a special body of the United Nations whose main 
objective is to promote education, natural science, society and anthropology, culture and communication.

 ¾ During past several years, the special work done by UNESCO has been to promote literacy, technical 
and educational training and independent media, etc. all across its member nations.
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UNICEF

 ¾ The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) was established in 1946 by 
the United Nations General Assembly as a body whose main task was to collect emergency funds for 
children and to help in their development work all across the world.

 ¾ Apart from this, UNICEF helps and encourages the works that promote children's health and better life 
in all parts of the world.

 ¾ With its headquarters in New York, United States, UNICEF has been working successfully in almost all 
193 countries of the world.

ILO

 ¾ The International Labour Organization (ILO) was founded in October 1919 with its headquarter in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

 ¾ It is a body of the United Nations which aims to promote efficient conditions of social justice and work 
for workers through international labour standards at the global level. 

 ¾ There is an incentive for female and male workers to engage in productive work and to create safety, 
parity and self-respectful conditions for them at the workplace.

WHO

 ¾ The World Health Organization (WHO) is a "specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for 
international public health". 

 ¾ The WHO was established on 7 April 1948, with its headquarter in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 ¾ The WHO has played a leading role in several public health achievements, most notably the eradication 
of smallpox, the near eradication of polio, and the development of an Ebola vaccine. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD
 ¾ Among the concerns about the reform and restructuring of the UN has been the hope of some countries 

that changes could help the UN cope better with a unipolar world. 

 ¾ With the disappearance of the Soviet Union, the US stands as the only super power and its military and 
economic power allow it to ignore the UN or any other international organisation. 

 ¾ The US power cannot be easily checked. As the single largest contributor to the UN, the US has 
unmatched financial power. 

 ¾ The UN is an imperfect body, but without it the world would be worse off. It is hard to imagine how 
more than seven billion people would live together without an organisation such as the UN.

CHAPTER 4 : Challenges of Nation Building

CHALLENGES OF NATION BUILDING
 ¾ “Tryst with Destiny”–The famous speech of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, on 

the midnight of India’s independence, 14-15 August 1947.

 ¾ Twin Goals: After Independence, two goals were agreed upon: 

 z One, that after independence, we shall run our country through democratic government

 z Two, that the government will be run for the good of all, particularly the poor and the socially 
disadvantaged groups. 

 ¾ Challenges before India – India got independence with a very difficult situation upfront. 

 z To shape a united country

 z To develop democratic practices 

 z To ensure removal of economic evils like poverty, unemployment, instability, etc.
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 PARTITION AND ITS CHALLENGES

 ¾ Partition of India: On 14-15 August 1947, British India was partitioned into two nation states–India and 
Pakistan. This was based on Two Nation theory propounded by Muslim League. Initially, Congress did 
not accept this theory but in 1940s, gave consent for partition of India.

 ¾ Problems of partition : Partition of British India into two nation states was not easy. It faced many 
difficulties because it was based on the principle of religious majorities. 

 z All the Indian Muslims did not want to shift to Pakistan. 
 z Muslim population was concentrated in both Eastern and Western parts of erstwhile British India. 

There was no possible way to unite these areas. 
 z The Muslim as well as non-Muslim population was concentrated in various provinces of Punjab 

and Bengal. A partition of country meant a partition of these provinces also. 
 z The likely difficulties that might be faced by minority population in both the newly developed 

nation states. 
 ¾ Consequences of partition: Though the partition of British India was foreseen, yet it resulted in the 

largest, most tragic and highly unplanned partition of a nation. 
 z It resulted in communal riots between Hindus and Muslims.
 z Immense suffering of the people and women, especially. 
 z Abduction, torture and mass killing of people.
 z Division of administrative apparatus.
 z Question of religious minorities raised.
 z Increase in number of refugees on both sides of the border.

 z Economic recession, unemployment and poverty loomed large on the country.

 ¾ Effect of Mahatma Gandhi’s death : Mahatma Gandhi’s death on January 30, 1948 put an end to 
communal riots taking place on both sides of the border. 

INTEGRATION OF PRINCELY STATES AND GOVERNMENT APPROACH
 ¾ Integration of Princely states: With partition and independence of India, the British Crown terminated 

its paramount over princely states and gave them choice to join India or Pakistan or declare themselves 
as independent nations. 

 ¾ Stand of Princely states : The ruler of Travancore followed by the Nizam of Hyderabad declared 
themselves as independent. The Nawab of Bhopal was also not keen to join India. 

 ¾ Approach of Government of India : The government's approach was guided by three considerations.

 z Firstly, the people of most of the princely states clearly wanted to become part of the Indian union.

 z Secondly, the government was prepared to be flexible in giving autonomy to some regions, in order 
to accommodate plurality and deal with the demands of the regions effectively.

 z Thirdly, the integration and consolidation of the territorial boundaries of the nation had assumed 
supreme importance.

 z India’s then Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel reached out to 
princely states, negotiated with them and diplomatically brought them under Indian Union. 

 z The only four difficult accessions were those of Hyderabad, Junagarh, Manipur and Kashmir.

ROLE OF SARDAR PATEL

 ¾ Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, emerged as an important leader of the freedom movement after the Kheda 
Satyagraha (1918) and Bardoli Satyagraha (1928). 

 ¾ At the time of independence, the problem of integration of princely states was a big challenge for the 
unity and integrity of India, under such difficult times, Sardar Patel undertook the daunting tasks of 
uniting all 565 princely states of India. 
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 ¾ Known as the 'Iron Man of India', Patel's approach to the question of the merger of princely states into 

independent India was very clear. He was not in favour of any compromise with the territorial integrity 
of India. 

 ¾ By his political experience, diplomatic prowess and foresightedness, out of India's 565 princely states 
many had already given their consent to merge with India even before achieving the independence. 

 ¾ However, Sardar will always remain a strong-willed leader who combined in himself the features of a 
true "Nationalist, Catalyst" and "Realist" -popularly characterized a NCR in Indian political history.

REORGANISATION OF STATES

 ¾ After integration of princely states, the internal boundaries of the states needed to be defined. British 
had drawn boundaries according to their administrative convenience.

 ¾ The newly formed Indian Government defined state boundaries on linguistic principles.

 ¾ After the Vishalandhra Movement (which demanded that the Telugu speaking areas should be separated 
from the Madras province and be made into a separate Andhra province), the Central Government 
appointed the States Reorganisation Commission in 1953 to look into the question of redrawing of the 
boundaries of states. 

 ¾ The Commission in its report accepted that the boundaries of the state should reflect the boundaries of 
different languages.

 ¾ On the basis of its report the States Reorganisation Act was passed in 1956, which created 14 States and 
6 Union Territories.

 ¾ After integration of princely states, the internal boundaries of the states needed to be defined. British 
had drawn boundaries according to their administrative convenience. The newly formed Indian 
Government defined state boundaries on linguistic principles. The States Reorganization Act, 1956 
created 14 States and 6 Union Territories.

CHAPTER 5 : Planned Development

 ¾ Planning and Development 
 z The development of Orissa (now Odisha) through the rich iron resources was not greeted openly 

by the tribals in the state. They feared loss of their employment as well as lodgings. Therefore, the 
ideas of development have always witnessed conflicts. 

 z The first decade after independence witnessed a lot of debate around the question development 
strategy.

 z On the eve of independence, India had before it, two models of modern development: the liberal-
capitalist model of Europe and the US and the socialist model of the USSR.

 ¾ India as a Mixed Economy
 z J. C. Kumarappa, an economist, supported the plan of industrialisation of rural areas to escape the 

vicious circle of poverty. Chaudhary Charan Singh, a leader of Congress, supported the view that 
plans must be agrarian centric.

 z The mixed economy model emerged in India where a most beneficial mix of the factors of socialist 
and capitalist economies was instituted. 

 ¾ However, more issues were under the control of public sector. 
 ¾ There were import restrictions of goods that were being manufactured in India discouraging research 

and development in those goods. 

 ¾ The general opinion was that the State existed for helping the private sector to generate profits and 
ventured only in those areas where there was no interest shown by the private sector. 
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 z The land reforms failed in principal across the country due to emergence of inefficiency, political 

influence and corruption in the society. 

 z The dams of Bhakhra-Nangal and Hirakud are a gift of this era of Five Year Plans. 

 z The initiation of steel plants, oil refineries, defense production and infrastructure also took place 
during this era.

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (NDC)

 ¾ The National Development Council (NDC) or Rashtriya Vikas Parishad is the apex body for decision 
creating and deliberations on development matters in India, presided over by the Prime Minister.

 ¾ It was set up on 6 August 1952 to strengthen and mobilize the effort and resources of the nation in 
support of the Five Year Plans made by Planning Commission, to promote common economic policies 
in all vital spheres, and to ensure the balanced and rapid development of all parts of the country.

NITI AAYOG

 ¾ NITI Aayog was constituted in place of Planning Commission on 1 January 2015 with the objective of 
providing the necessary and technical advice to the Union Government regarding policy making at the 
Central and State levels.

 ¾ To harmonize the interests of national security and economic policy and to prepare strategic and long-
term framework of policy and programme, NITI Aayog acts as a think tank of the Union Government. 

 ¾ The Prime Minister of India is the ex-officio Chairman of NITI Aayog, and he appoints the Vice-
Chairperson of NITI Aayog.

 ¾ The first Vice Chairperson of NITI Aayog was Arvind Panagariya.

 ¾ Dr. Rajiv Kumar is the current Vice-Chairperson of NITI Aayog.

 ¾ Green Revolution 

 z The government changed its policy for growth of the agricultural sector in the country. 

 z The past policy of giving support to areas and farmers was stopped. 

 z In the revised policy, the focus was put on providing resources to financially strong farmers and 
areas having irrigation facilities so that the agricultural production can increase at a rapid pace. 

 z For this, high-yielding varieties of seeds, synthetic fertilizers, improved pesticides and better 
irrigation facilities were provided at subsidised prices. 

 z The farmers were guaranteed that unsold produce will be purchased by the government. 

 z The revolution although benefitted rich peasants and landholders, yet it resulted in reorganisation 
of the poor peasants as well as an incentive for middle level peasants. 

 ¾ White Revolution 

 z The White Revolution was a tremendous production of milk and milk products in states like Gujarat. 

 z The revolution was started by the Milkman of India, Varghese Kurien. He launched Gujarat Co-
operative Milk and Marketing Federation Ltd., the parent company of Amul. 

 ¾ Other developments 

 ¾ Various private banks were nationalised and schemes launched for upliftment of the poor sections of 
the population. 

 ¾ Many restrictions were imposed on private industries during the later years of the 1960s.
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CHAPTER 6  : India’s Foreign Policy 

NEHRU THE ARCHITECT OF INDIA'S FOREIGN POLICY
 ¾ World post the Second World War 

 z The reconstruction of the world economies was taking place. 

 z A model of an international body was being developed. 

 z More countries were getting independence from colonial rule. 

 z The new countries were facing the challenge of maintaining democracy as well as social welfare. 

 ¾ Independent India 

 z India started participating in global affairs as an independent nation. 

 z India developed the aim to respect the sovereignty of other countries and try to work out a situation 
to maintain security in a peaceful manner. This was reflected in Article 51 (Directive Principles of 
State Policy) of our Indian Constitution. 

 ¾ India’s Foreign Policy of Non-Alignment 

 z Post Second World War, many countries supported the foreign policies of stronger countries that 
were extending them financial and technical aid. There emerged various military camps in which 
most part of the world got divided into – the Western camp under the dominance of USA along 
with other Western countries and the Eastern camp under the dominance of USSR. 

 z India chose not to join any of these blocs and Jawaharlal Nehru came up with the concept of 
Non-Alignment to ensure independence, sovereignty and security of the country along with her 
economic development. 

 z Nehru played a vital role in organising and conducting the Bandung Conference. The Conference 
held in 1955 brought the newly independent Asian and African countries closer. 

 z The relations of India with other Asian countries were strengthened with Asian Relations Meet, 
Indonesia’s Freedom Struggle, and decolonisation process. 

 z The Bandung Conference laid foundation for NAM established in 1961 with Nehru as the co-
founder. Its first Summit was held in Belgrade in September 1961.

 z Though historical and cultural ties between India and Israel have gone back from times immemorial, 
diplomatic relations formally developed between the two after the opening of Israeli embassy in 
India in 1992. 

 z But even after the establishment of formal diplomatic relations, the relations between the two 
countries started gaining firmness only after the formation of the BJP-led NDA Governments in 
1996 and 1998 onwards. Relations between the two democratic nations further intensified with the 
visits of the Two Heads of Government: Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Israel in 2017 and Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to India in 2018. 

 z India’s foreign policy towards China has gone through four phases - from independence to the 
Dalai Lama’s escape to India in 1959 when Nehru dominated the country’s foreign policymaking; 
from 1959 until the 1962 Sino-Indian War when Nehru also had to factor in domestic political 
pressure; from 1962 until Rajiv Gandhi’s 1988 visit to Beijing when systemic factors influenced 
India’s approach; and from 1988 until the present when a combination of systemic and domestic 
factors is shaping India’s China policy.

THE WARS WITH THE NEIGHBOURS
 ¾ India and Tibet 

 z Tibet was invaded by China in 1950. 
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 z With Tibetan population claiming independence and India at that time being on friendly terms 

with China, tried to convince Chinese leaders to recognise independence of Tibet. 

 z Chinese Premiere Zhou Enlai visited India with Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama. Dalai Lama 
informed Nehru about the pathetic conditions of Tibetan at the hands of China. 

 z Tibet started armed protest against China in 1958, and suppressing steps were taken by China to 
curb this. 

 z Seeing the grieving situation, Dalai Lama crossed over to India and seeked political asylum in India 
which was granted to him. 

 z China took this as support of Tibet uprising supported by India and the relationships between the 
two countries started becoming sour. 

 ¾ India and China 

 z Initially, India and China were on friendly terms. 

 z India also recognised the Communist Government established in China immediately after the 
Chinese Revolution of 1949. 

 z Both the countries also signed Panchsheel Agreement on April 29, 1954 for peaceful co-existence on 
5 guiding principles of peace. As a result of this, there were frequent visits of Indian and Chinese 
leaders to each other’s countries. 

 z The tension in this peaceful relationship started with invasion of Tibet by China. This removed a 
historical buffer between the two countries. 

 z After seizing Tibet, China claimed Aksai Chin (part of Ladakh region) and NEFA (region of 
Arunachal Pradesh) to be a part of Chinese territory. China captured the Aksai Chin region and 
built road network over there. 

 z The matter could not be resolved in a peaceful manner despite discussions and deliberations among 
the leaders of the two countries and finally led to war in 1962. 

 z India had to seek military assistance from USA and UK. USSR remained neutral. 

 z With the war of 1962, India got alerted about the similar situation that may arise in the North-East. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN WORLD POLITICS
 ¾ Nuclear Policy of India 

 z India’s developed self-sufficiency in nuclear technology. 

 z Nehru was against the use of nuclear weapons. As an opposition to nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) initiated the Nuclear Disarmament Movement. 

 z The stand of India has always been to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 

 ¾ The nuclear tests by India in 1974 and 1998 were criticised in many parts of the country as well as across 
the world. The main reason within the country was that there was a worldwide inflation on account 
of Arab – Israel war and performing nuclear test in times of inflation pressurised the Indian economy.

 ¾ India's nuclear policy has always been peace-oriented, whose clear impression is reflected in the policy 
of No First Use.

 ¾ But in view of contemporary regional security challenges, the present government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has made it clear that the policy of no first use can be reviewed and changed 
in consonance with India's regional and national security. 

 ¾ In addition, India is committed to ensuring its membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and 
opposing partisan and unjust nuclear treaties like CTBT and NPT. 




