
SECTION-A : READING

CHAPTER-1 
UNSEEN PASSAGES

Introduction
•	 Comprehension	means	to	understand	the	text	fully	using	one’s	intellect.	A	comprehension	passage	is	a	text	set	

for	testing	the	reader’s	ability	to	comprehend	(understand)	the	meaning	implied	by	the	text	and	the	theme	of	
that	particular	passage.

•	 Questions	based	on	a	passage	generally	appear	in		chronological	relationship	to	the	passage.	Usually	the	first	
question	has	the	answer	in	the	earlier	paragraphs	and	so	on	but	if	the	answers	are	inferential	then	the	matter	
might	have	to	be	collected	from	various	paragraphs,	for	this	one	should	be	familiar	with	the	entire	passage.

TIPS TO KNOW
How to read a passage for comprehension

	 Following	are	a	few	guidelines	that	should	be	followed	while	attempting	to	comprehend	unfamiliar	passage:
 1.	 Read	silently.	Do	not	read	aloud.
	 2.	 Read	the	entire	sentence	together	to	make	out	the	sense	or	meaning.
	 3.	 Read	the	passage	thoroughly	to	determine	the	main	idea	before	you	look	at	the	questions.
	 4.	 Don’t	panic	about	the	words	you	do	not	understand.
	 5.	 Try	to	make	out	the	meaning	of	the	word	you	don’t	understand	in	context	to	the	passage.
	 6.	 Go	through	the	questions	carefully	and	read	that	part	which	contains	the	answer	again.
	 7.	 Answer	must	be	relevant	and	to	the	point.
	 8.	 Write	complete	sentences	as	answers.
	 9.	 Try	to	write	the	answers	in	your	own	words	but	if	required	they	can	be	copied	from	the	passage.
	 10.	 Keep	to	the	order	in	which	the	questions	appear	in	the	test	paper.

Marking Scheme
Passage will be of 12 marks
l	 Multiple	Choice	Questions	 	 1 × 6 = 6 marks
l	 Objective	type	Answer	Questions	 	 1 × 6 = 6 marks

nnn

CHAPTER-2 
NOTE-MAKING AND SUMMARISING

Introduction
•	 Today,	extensive	reading	 is	 the	buzz	word	 in	every	field	of	study	or	research.	While	reading,	we	are	often	

bombarded	with	information	of	a	vast	ambit.	It	often	becomes	difficult	to	recall	all	the	key	points	of	a	passage/	
article	we	may	have	read.

•	 Note-making	is	a	means	to	capture	the	key	ideas	of	a	given	passage	in	an	easily	readable,	logically	structured	
format.	The	style	is	fairly	casual	though	within	the	prescribed	CBSE	framework	and	we	are	even	allowed	to	
use	abbreviations.

•	 The	key	to	abbreviations	at	the	end	of	the	task	ensures	that	any	other	reader	may	also	be	able	to	interpret	the	
gist	of	the	passage.	Thus,	note-making	can	be	a	wonderful	tool	to	take	notes	in	class,	share	notes	with	each	
other	and	even	revise	for	an	exam.
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Purpose of Note-Making
•	 To	revise	lessons	before	examinations
•	 To	write	a	report	or	any	composition
•	 To	plan	a	speech	or	any	lecture
•	 To	convey	any	message	only	by	giving	important	details
•	 To	make	presentation
•	 To	summarize	the	text	that	you	have	read

How to Make Notes
Step 1 : Notice	that	the	important	information	has	been	underlined.
Step 2 : Read	the	passage	again	asking	yourself	questions	and	answering	them	as	you	read.
Step 3 : With	the	help	of	the	answers	note	down	the	main	points.	Write	the	points	without	full	forms	of	the	

verbs.
Notice : 	Two	or	three	related	ideas	can	be	combined	into	one	point.
	 Use	of	colons
	 Use	of	the	long	dash
Step 4 : Now	go	over	the	facts	and	number	them.
Step 5 : Finally	we	go	over	the	facts	and	number	them	again.

Characteristics of Note-Making
1.	 Notes	need	not	be	written	in	grammatically	correct	sentences.
2.	 Notes	are	much	shorter	than	original	text.
3.	 The	main	points	and	the	supporting	details	are	distinguished.
4.	 Many	unimportant	words,	helping	words	etc.	are	usually	dropped	out.
5.	 Information	is	condensed	by	using	symbols,	abbreviations,	shorter	words	etc.
6.	 Try	not	to		exceed	5	words	in	every	heading	and	supporting	points.
7.	 Try	to	complete	the	notes	within	4	to	5	headings.
8.	 Notes	should	be	presented	in	a	systematic	manner	that	brings	out	the	structure	of	the	original	text.
9.	 Headings	and	supporting	details	are	numbered.
10.	 Finally	the	summary	is	prepared	on	the	basis	of	the	notes.	It	should	not	exceed	the	limit	of	80	words.

Summarising
Summarizing	 follows	note-making.	 Summarizing	 is	 the	 selection	and	paraphrasing	 information	of	 the	original	
source.	This	is	done	by	analysing	the	paragraphs/passage	in	order	to	formulate	a	plan	of	writing.

How To Make Summary
The	process	of	summarizing	would	involve	the	steps	followed	in	note-making	:
1.	 underlining	important	ideas
2.	 Writing	them	down,	abridging	the	verbs
3.	 avoiding	examples,	explanations,	repetition.	
However,	instead	of	nominalizing	the	points	(changing	verbs	into	nouns),	we	expand	the	points	into	full	sentences	
and	link	them	using	suitable	connectors.	We	need	to	be	precise	in	our	expression.	The	summary	will	contain	all	the	
main	ideas	of	the	original.	Practice	in	using	one	word	for	many	will	help.
For Example :
•	 Children	who	show	intelligence	far	beyond	their	age	often	turn	out	to	be	mediocre	in	adult	life.

Or
	 Precocious	children	often	turn	out	to	be	mediocre	in	adult	life.
•	 Her	genius	was	marked	by	excellence	in	the	various	arts,	languages	and	science.

Or
	 She	was	a	versatile	genius.

Sub-Titling
The	purpose	of	sub-titling	is	to	convey	the	main	idea	or	theme	of	each	section	of	a	long	piece	of	writing.	It	helps	
the	 reader	know	at	a	glance	 the	 sub-topics	 that	are	being	addressed.	Giving	suitable	 sub-titles	helps	break	 the	
monotony	of	reading	long	passages.
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FORMAT
 Title

1. Heading 1
 1.1 
 1.2
 1.3 Supporting points
 1.4
2. Heading 2

 2.1
 2.2
 2.3 Supporting points
 2.4

3.  Heading 3
 3.1
 3.2
 3.3 Supporting points
 3.4
4. Heading 4

 4.1
 4.2
 4.3 Supporting points
 4.4

Key to Abbreviations

1.	 eg.	 –	 example
2.	 etc.	 –	 etcetera
3.	 &	 –	 and

Marking Scheme
 Note making will be of 8 marks

l Title	 	 1 mark
l Content	(Minimum	3	headings	and	subheadings	with	proper	indentation	and	notes)	 	 3 marks
l Abbreviations/symbols	(with/without	key)	any	four	 	 1 mark

Suggested notes
Note :	Notes	and	summary	should	be	in	the	third	person	

Or
l	 Notes	and	summary	should	be	written	in	the	first	person	provided	the	format	is	correct	and	content	is
	 covered	properly.
l Summary : The	summary	should	include	all	the	important	points	given	in	the	notes.	 	 2 marks
l Content	/	Expression  1 mark

	 	 nnn

SECTION-B : WRITING SKILS AND GRAMMAR

CHAPTER-1 
NOTICE WRITING

Introduction
•	 A	notice	is	a	formal	means	of	communication.	The	purpose	of	a	notice	is	to	announce	or	display	information	

to	a	specific	group	of	people.	Notices	are	generally	meant	to	be	pinned	up	on	specific	display	boards	whether	
in	schools	or	in	public	places.	Notices	issued	by	the	government	appear	in	newspapers.

Some Useful Tips
•	 A	well-written	notice	must	inform	the	readers	about	the	5	Ws:
	 —		 What	is	going	to	happen	(that	is,	the	event)
	 —		 Where	it	will	take	place
	 —		 When	it	will	take	place	(that	is,	the	date	and	time)
	 —		 Who	can	apply	or	is	eligible	for	it
	 —		 Whom	to	contact	or	apply	to	(that	is,	the	issuing	authority)
•	 Only	the	most	important	points	should	be	written.
•	 A.O.D.	–	that	is,	any	other	detail	given	in	the	question.
•	 One	is	free	to	add	any	relevant	information	not	included	in	the	question.
•	 The	sentences	should	be	short	and	grammatically	accurate.
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•	 They	should	be	in	the	passive	voice	as	far	as	possible.
•	 The	notice	should	be	presented	within	a	box.
•	 The	word	limit	for	a	notice	is	40–50	words	(only	the	words	in	the	body	of	the	notice	are	counted).
•	 Information	given	in	a	notice	must	be	clear	and	should	not	be	ambiguous.

Format of Notice :
 A notice should be written in the following format :

•	 the	name	of	the	organisation	issuing	the	notice

•	 the	title	‘NOTICE’

•	 the	date

•	 a	heading	to	introduce	the	subject	of	the	notice

•	 the	body	of	the	notice

•	 the	writer’s	signature,	name	(in	block	letters)	and	designation56  ] Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise & Topicwise Question Bank,  ENGLISH CORE, Class-XI

Marking Scheme

Types of Notices :

 PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Marking Scheme
 Notice will be of 4 marks

l	 Format		 	 	 1 mark
l	 Content	 	 	 2 marks
l Expression	 	 	 1 mark

Types of Notices :
•	 Notices can be categorised under the following heads :

 I. MEETING :  Date	:
	 	 	 Time	:
	 	 	 Venue	:
	 	 	 Agenda	:
	 	 	 Purpose	:
	 	 	 Who	to	attend	:
	 	 	 Contact	Address	:
	 	 	 Specific	Instructions	:
	 	 	 	 nnn
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CHAPTER-2
DESIGNING/DRAFTING POSTERS

Introduction
•	 Poster	Writing	is	a	part	of	the	short	composition	section	of	the	CBSE	Grade	eleven	and	twelve	question	paper	

and	it	forms	part	of	a	choice	of	notices,	invitations,	advertisements.	Marks	are	awarded	for	creativity,	sticking	
to	the	format	and	following	conventions.	Posters	are	fun	to	make	and	they	are	scoring	too!

Kinds of Posters :
•	 There are two kinds of Posters that can come in the exam. 

1. The Event Poster :
Event	Posters	include	events	like	School	Fetes,	Book	Fairs,	Blood	Donation	Camps…etc	
It	deals	with	events	that	are	to	take	place.	

The	event	poster	contains	the	following	value	points:	
•	 Slogan
•	 Statement	(also	announcement)	
•	 Venue	
•	 Date	
•	 Special	Feature	
•	 Other	Features	
•	 Important	Information	
•	 Concluding	slogan/statement	
•	 Name	of	Organiser

2. The Non-Event Poster :
Posters	 on	 Social	 Issues,	 Social	 evils,	 and	 Bad	 Habits	 (Child	 Marriage,	 Female	 Infanticide,	 Alcohol	 abuse,	
Deforestation...	etc.)
•	 This	 type	of	poster	deals	with	 important	 every	day	 social	 issues.	 This	poster	 is	made	up	of	 the	 following	

elements	:
	 Slogan	
	 Statement	
	 List	of	reasons	(to	answer	the	question	why?)	
	 Statement	
	 Slogan	
	Name	of	the	person	or	organiser	who	has	issued	the	poster.

How to Draft a Poster :
(a)	 Begin	with	a	catching	title/slogan.
(b)	 Graphics	in	the	form	of	match	stick	figures.	(Optional)
(c)	 Date,	venue,	time	must	be	mentioned	if	the	poster	is	being	drafted	for	an	event.
(d)	 Name	of	the	organisation	which	has	issued	the	poster.
(e)	 Sponsored/Issued	by	to	be	post	scripted	at	the	bottom

Marking Scheme
 Poster will be of 4 marks

l	 Layout	 	 1 mark
l	 Content	 	 2 marks
l Expression	 	 1 mark
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 Format
1. Format of an Event Poster :

Ans. For Fun Food Frolic and Lots of Excitement!
Visit: The New Era Public  School Annual School Fete

Venue
The	New	Era	Public		School	ground-Roop	Nagar-Delhi

On
25th	February	20xx

From
10:00	a.m.	to	5:00	p.m.

Special Attraction    

Magic Show by M.K.Sarkar, famous Magician
Other	Attractions:

Food	Stalls																																																					Game	Stalls
												Joy	Rides																																														Attractive	Raffle	Prizes

Entry by Ticket
Adults						-							`	50/-
Children		-							` 25/-	

Come One Come All!
Fete	Organised	by

(New	Era	Public	School		P.T.A.)
nnn

CHAPTER-3
ADVERTISEMENT

Introduction
•	 An	advertisement	is	a	publicly	announced	message	which	is	targeted	for	soliciting	or	offering	various	services	

or	to	impart	information	to	the	common	masses.

Tips to Know
	 1.	 Do	not	cross	50	words.	
	 2.	 Write	the	heading	in	capital	letters.	Also	you	can	start	with	the		first	one	or	two	words	in	capital	letters	to	attract	

the	readers.
	 3.	 In	comparison	to	display	advertisement,	classified	advertisement	is	less	attractive	and	gets	less	space.	So	use	

catchy	words	to	attract	the	readers.
	 4.	 Avoid	 complex	 and	 intrigue	way	of	writing.	Be	very	 simple	 and	direct	 so	 that	 you	ensure	 the	message	 is	

understood	to	the	maximum.
	 5.	 In	classified	advertisements	blocks,	images		and	/or	other	designs	are	not	allowed.
	 6.		 Make	sure	your	advertisement	provides	complete	information.
	 7.	 Provide	a	proper	‘contact’	information	or	else	your	advertisement	may	turn	out	to	be	a	futile	one.

Types of Advertisements
	 There are two types of advertisements, which are as follows:
	 (a) Classified Advertisement
  •	 Do	not	use	full	sentences
	 	 •	 Abbreviations	allowed
	 	 •	 Essential	details	to	be	given
 (b) Display Advertisement
 	 •	 Made	attractive	by	using	different	fonts	or	sizes
	 	 •	 Catchy	slogans	can	be	used
	 	 •	 Name	and	address	of	the	organization/institution	must	be	mentioned
	 	 •	 Essential	details	must	be	given
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Marking Scheme
Advertisements will be of 4 marks
l	 Content	 2 marks
l	 Expression	 2 marks

Classified Advertisements
	 1.	 Situation	Vacant/Wanted
	 2.	 TO	LET
	 3.	 Sale	and	Purchase	of	Property/Vehicles/Goods
	 4.	 Educational	Institutions	promotion
	 5.	 Missing	Persons
	 6.	 Tour	and	Travels

1. SITUATION VACANT TYPES ADVERTISEMENTS

	 	 Always	begin	with	WANTED	or	REQUIRED.
 	 Name	of	the	organization	must	be	always	present.
 	 Number	of	vacancies	and	the	post	for	which	advertised	should	be	clearly	indicated.
 	 The	age	and	gender	of	the	candidate	required.
 	 Qualification	and	requisite	experience	needed	for	the	post.
 	 Pay	scale,	perks	and	also	the	mode	of	applying	(E-mail,	postal,	etc.)
 	 Contact	address	and	phone	number	for	correspondence.

nnn

CHAPTER-4
LETTER WRITING

	 Letter-writing	 is	an	 important	channel	of	communication	between	people	who	are	geographically	distant	 from	
one	another.	In	earlier	times,	when	the	telephone	and	e-mall	were	not	available,	the	only	means	of	communication	
between	people	was	through	letter.	A	letter	is	usually	one	in	a	series	of	exchanges	between	two	people	or	parties.

	 Letter-writing	is	a	skill	that	has	to	be	developed.	In	general,	there	are	two	types	of	letters	:
 (i) Formal Letter : Letters	written	to	convey	official	business	and	information.	Formal	letters	are	sent	out	when	

we	need	to	write	to	various	public	bodies	or	agencies	for	our	requirements	in	civic	life.	For	example,	we	might	
have	to	ask	for	a	certificate	or	to	inform	a	change	in	our	address.

 (ii) Informal Letter : Personal	Letters	to	communicate	with	friends	and	family.

Formal Letters
Letter types include :

	 (a)	 Business	or	official	 letter	 (for	making	enquiries,	 registering	 complaints,	 asking	 for	and	giving	 information,	
placing	orders	and	sending	replies.

	 (b)	 Letter	to	the	editor	(giving	suggestions	on	an	issue).
	 (c)	 Application	for	job.
	 A Formal Letter has the following parts :

•	 Sender’s	Address
•	 Date
•	 Receiver’s	address
•	 Salutation
•	 Subject	
•	 Body	of	the	letter	(content)	(preferably	in	three	or	four	paragraphs)
•	 Complementary	ending
•	 Sender’s	signature	and	name

 Note :	Formal	letter	must	be	written	in	fully	blocked	format	as	per	CBSE	curriculum.



8  ] Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise & Topicwise Revision Notes, ENGLISH CORE, Class – XI

Steps to write Formal Letters
Let	us	now	examine	some	of	the	steps	in	writing	formal	letters.

1.	 (i)	 Introducing	oneself	if	it	is	the	first	time	you	are	writing
	 (ii)	 Referring	to	an	earlier	letter	if	you	are	responding	to	it.
2.	 Stating	the	purpose	of	the	letter
3.		 (i)	 Stating	action/information	required	from	the	addressee
	 (ii)	 Explaining	action	taken/supplying	information
4.		 (i)	 Urging	action	to	be	taken
	 (ii) Offering	assistance	in	future
This	is	the	basic	structure	of	a	letter.	It	will	have	to	be	modified	according	to	the	purpose	for	which	it	is	written	and	
the	person	to	whom	it	is	addressed.

	 Tips to Know
While	writing	a	letter	one	should	keep	in	mind	the	following	points	:
1. Purpose
2. Person	to	whom	it	is	addressed
3. Tone	you	should	adopt
4. Completeness	of	the	message
5. Action	required
6. Conciseness	of	expression
	 We	have	so	far	considered	the	content	of	letters.	A	letter	also	has	a	typical	format.
1. Name and address of the sender : Companies	have	printed	letterheads	with	the	name	of	the	company	printed	

on	them.	A	letterhead	may	also	carry	the	name	and	designation	of	persons	in	responsible	positions.
2.  Name	and	address	of	the	addressee
3. Date
4. Mode of address or salutation :  Salutation	is	 the	mode	of	addressing	a	person.	We	may	have	the	following	

forms.
	 (i)	 Dear	Sir/Madam	(when	we	write	to	a	total	stranger	whom	we	do	not	know	at	all).
	 (ii)	 Dear	Mr/Ms/Dr/Professor	+	Surname	as	 in:	Dear	Dr.	Sinha,	 (when	 it	 is	a	 formal	 relationship	with	 the	

addressee	and	the	writer	does	not	know	him	or	her	personally).
 (iii)	 Dear	 Sujata	 (when	 the	 writer	 knows	 the	 addressee	 personally	 and	 the	 two	 share	 a	 semi-formal	

relationship).
	 5. Reference	to	previous	correspondence,	if	any.	Most	official	letters	carry	a	subject	line	just	above	the	salutation.	

This	is	for	quick	reference	to	the	subject.
6. Content of letter :		The	content	of	the	letter	begins	on	the	next	line	and	is	arranged	in	two	or	three	paragraphs.
7. Complimentary close and signature : Letters	usually	end	politely	with	the	following	phrases:
	 Thank	you,	With	regards,	With	best	wishes,	Hope	to	see	you	soon,	Hope	to	receive	an	early	reply	etc.	The	

complimentary	close	is	followed	by	‘Yours	sincerely/	Yours	truly’,	and	the	writer’s	signature	in	the	next	line.

Format of a Formal Letter
Sender’s	address

Date

Receiver’s	address

Sir/Madam,
Dear,
Subject:	………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Salutation:	………………………………………………………………………………………………

BODY	OF	THE	LETTER
	 ………………………………………………………………………………………………
	 ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Yours	faithfully	/	sincerely

Signature
Name
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	 Example of the format of a formal letter.

Ritu	Patel
Manager,	Customer	Services
Vijayanagar	Gas	Company
121,	Ameerpet
Hyderabad	500	016
12	November	2005

Mr.	Shagun	Thomas
801,	Vijay	Apartments
Begumpet
Hyderabad	500	016

Subject:	Your	application	No.	F323	for	a	new	gas	connection

Dear	Mr	Thomas,
—————————————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————————————

With	Regards,
Yours	sincerely	
Ritu	Patel

Nowadays	all	the	parts	of	a	letter	are	aligned	on	the	left.	This	style	is	called	the	Full-Block	style.
	 Remember :

 The	date	and	signature	are	very	important	in	letters.

 We	do	not	use	commas	after	every	line	in	the	address.

 Do	not	begin	your	letters	with	hackneyed	expressions	like,‘With	reference	to	your	letter	dated	10	January’.	
Instead,	use	personalised	variations	like,	‘I	was	glad	to	receive	your	letter	of	10	January…’	or	‘We	were	happy	
to	note	from	your	letter	that	the	goods	have	reached	you	safely…’

 Never	end	your	letters	with	hanging	participles	like	‘Thanking	you’	or	‘Awaiting	your	reply’.	Instead	write,	
‘Thank	you’	or	‘We/I	await/look	forward	to	your	reply’.

Marking Scheme
l	 Format	 1 mark
l	 Content	 3 marks
l	 Expression	 2 marks
(a)	 Grammatical	accuracy,	appropriate	words	and	spelling
(b)	 Coherence	and	relevance	of	ideas	and	style

nnn

CHAPTER-5
ARTICLES AND SPEECH

	 Introduction
	 1. 	 Article : An	article	is	a	written	work	published	in	a	print/electronic	medium	for	the	purpose	of	propagating	

the	news,	analysis	of	result	or	for	academic	purpose.	Such	a	composition	shall	be	related	to	one	topic	subject	
or	theme.

	 	 While	writing	an	article	students	are	advised	to	keep	the	following	points	in	mind	:
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	 	 1.	 First	of	all	concentrate	on	the	given	topic	and	also	read	intensively	the	given	verbal	input.	Some	new	ideas	
will	also	strike	your	mind.	Arrange	all	those	ideas	in	the	sequence	you	want	to	develop	them	for	your	
piece	of	composition.

	 	 2.	 Now	start	writing	your	piece	of	composition.	Develop	your	ideas	one	by	one	into	a	well-knit	form.
	 	 3.	 Your	composition	must	be	precise,	to	the	point	and	lucid.	Every	sentence	and	idea	should	be	linked	with	

the	previous	one	and	lead	to	the	next.
	 	 4.	 Your	write-up	should	be	meaningful	and	compact.	There	should	be	no	loose	ends.	Don’t	exceed	the	word	

limit.
	 	 5.	 The	first	sentence	should	be	striking.	It	should	be	the	essence	of	the	whole	composition.	Likewise,	the	last	

sentence	should	state	your	conclusion	on	the	topic	in	hand.	It	should	leave	a	permanent	impression	on	
the	mind	of	the	reader.

	 	 6.	 Write	your	composition	in	simple	words.	There	should	be	no	grammatical,	spelling	or	structural	mistakes.	
Rules	of	syntax	and	punctuation	marks	should	not	be	violated.

	 	 7.	 Your	paragraph	should	follow	a	clear-cut	order	and	move	steadily	towards	its	desired	goal.	Arrange	your	
ideas	into	a	set	pattern	in	order	to	give	a	concrete	shape	to	your	paragraph.

	 	 8.	 In	a	descriptive	or	argumentative	piece	of	composition,	the	style	is	usually	formal.	Always	write	complete	
sentences,	leaving	nothing	to	the	guess	work.	Your	language	should	be	graphic,	words	selective	and	your	
approach	objective.	 It	 is,	 therefore,	necessary	to	give	emphasise	on	the	main	and	central	points	of	 the	
topic.	The	beginning	as	well	as	the	end	should	be	striking	and	appealing.

	 	 9.	 Colloquial	and	too	formal	expressions	and	slangs	should	not	be	used	in	such	a	paragraph.
	 2.		 Speech :	A	formal	address	delivered	to	an	audience.	Before	writing	a	speech,	following	points	should	be	kept	

in	mind	:
	 	 1.	 Write	the	title	at	the	top.
	 	 2.	 Begin	with	a	‘Good	morning	to	all	of	you,	today	I	am	here	to	express	my	views	on	the	topic	_________’	.
	 	 3.	 Define	the	topic,	give	its	causes,	effects,	the	present	state	and	remedial	measures.
	 	 4.	 It	 should	 be	 a	 coherent	 piece	 clearly	 stating	 a	 particular	 point	 of	 view.	Divide	 the	 speech	 into	 3	 to	 4	

paragraphs.
	 	 5.	 Conclude	by	suggesting	improvements.
	 	 6.	 Always	make	a	rough	draft	first.
	 3.	 Debate Guidelines :
	 	 Points	to	remember	
	 	 1.	 Begin	with	‘Honourable	judges	and	my	dear	friends,	I	stand	before	you	to	express	my	views	for/against	

the	motion/topic’.
	 	 2.	 Total	agreement	or	disagreement	with	the	topic	should	be	expressed	forcefully	and	clearly.
	 	 3.	 Use	argumentative	style	and	logical	reasoning.
	 	 4.	 Back	up	arguments	with	relevant	information.
	 	 5.	 Conclude	with	a,	“Thank	you”,	at	the	extreme	left.
	 	 6.	 Always	make	a	rough	draft,	edit	and	time	yourself	(20	minutes)
	 	 Use	powerful	expressions	like	:

•	 I’d	like	to	argue
•	 In	my	opinion
•	 May	I	ask	?	etc.
•	 Refer	to	your	opponent’s	view/views

	 	 7.	 Stick	to	your	view	point	either	in	favour	or	against

Tips to Know
•	 A	debate	is	also	a	speech,	but	with	a	different	way	of	presenting	content.
•	 All	speeches	are	persuasive	in	style.	The	speakers	intention	is	to	convert	the	audience	to	his/her	own	way	of	

thinking	on	the	topic.
•	 Remember	 that	your	points	need	to	be	 forceful	with	examples	and	data	as	evidence.	Points	should	not	be	

repeated.
•	 You	can	use	any	tense,	but	follow	the	same	throughout.
•	 You	can	write	in	Ist	person	and	use	expressions	such	as	“In	my	opinion”,	“I	believe”	etc.
•	 This	is	a	personal	form	of	writing	and	hence	you	should	give	personal	opinions.
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Format
Heading

—By	ABC
.....................................................	Introduction	..................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

........................................	Content	(Problem/Opinion)	....................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

............................................	Solution/Conclusion	...........................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

  3	paragraphs

Marking Scheme
FOR ARTICLE, SPEECH/DEBATE
l	 Format	 1 mark

	 	 (Note	:	for	speech/debate	-	opening	address	and	 conclusion)
l	 Content	 4 marks
l	 Expression	–	Grammatical	accuracy,	appropriate	words	and	spelling	 2½ marks
l	 Coherence	and	relevance	of	ideas	and	style	 2½ marks

nnn

CHAPTER-6
REPORT WRITING/NARRATIVE

	 Introduction
	 The general kinds of reports  are--

	 1.					Reporting	for	a	newspaper

	 2.					Reporting	for	a	magazine

	 Value Points to be kept in mind while drafting a Report

	 •	 Be	precise	and	specific.

	 •	 Avoid	ornamental	language.	Write	in	simple	and	formal	language.

	 •	 Passive	Voice	to	be	preferred	while	writing	a	Report.

	 Steps for writing a Report

	 •	 Write	the	Report	in	the	Third	Person.	

	 •	 Mention	the	Place	and	Date	of	the	event	in	the	first	Para.

	 •	 Mention	further	details	in	Para	2.

	 •	 Conclude	with	the	future	course	of	action	and	the	feedback.
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	 1. REPORT FOR NEWSPAPER :

Format
Heading

—By-line
.........................................................	Place	..........................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................	Date	.........................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

..............................................	and	responses	to	the	questions

what,	where,	what	when,	who	how	?	

	 	 FORMAT :	Heading,	By-line,	Place,	Date	and	responses	to	the	questions	what,	where,	when,	who,	how	?
NEWSPAPER REPORTS 

	 	 EXAMPLE 1 :	Write a news report on a road accident you witnessed.
24 killed in Road Accident
(Report by Jaya Prakash)

	 	 Agra, August 17 :
	 	 Twenty-four	people	including	a	woman	and	a	two-month	baby	were	killed	in	a	tragic	road	accident	involving	

a	truck	and	Tata	Sumo	in	Najafgarh,	a	village	14	km	from	Agra.
	 	 The	ill-fated	Tata	Sumo	was	carrying	a	marriage	party	from	Delhi	to	Mathura.	The	truck	carrying	industrial	

goods	 to	Noida	 collided	 head-on	with	 Tata	 Sumo,	 killing	 twelve	 of	 them	 on	 the	 spot.	 	 The	 injured	were	
immediately	rushed	to	Dr.	RML	Hospital	where	eight	succumbed	to	injuries.

	 	 The	police	have	registered	a	case	against	the	truck	driver	and	they	are	on	a	man	hunt.
	 	 EXAMPLE 2 : You are Ankit, staff reporter of a national daily.  You were asked to cover a District Science 

Exhibition.  Mentioning all relevant details, write a report.
“SCIENCE HOLDS INDIA’S FUTURE” – KALAM

(By Nadeem)
	 	 Agra, Sep., 20 :
	 	 “It	is	science	that	holds	the	destiny	of	India’s	future”,	says	Dr.	A.P.	J.	Abdul	Kalam.
	 	 Inaugurating	a	science	exhibition	in	one	of	the	schools	here,		Dr.	Kalam	said	that	students	will	have	to	study	

science	for	its	own	sake	and	not	for	becoming	a	doctor	or	an	engineer.	“The	development	of	the	country	much	
depends	on	the	scientists	who	could	help	to	solve	problems	faced	by	the	nation	in	different	fields.”	The	dream	
of	every	citizen	to	see	India	as	a	super	power	will	soon	be	fulfilled	if	the	students’	energy	and	enthusiasm	are	
properly	channelized.

	 	 The	 exhibition	was	 organised	under	 the	 aegis	 of	 Lion	Club	 of	Agra.	 Earlier	 during	 the	day,	 he	 visited	 an	
orphanage	and	spoke	to	the	children	for	over	an	hour	and	lunched	with	them.

	 	 EXAMPLE 3 : Note:	Now	study	the	following	example	where	the	exhibition	is	more	important.
EXHIBITION INAUGURATED

(By Sravan)
	 	 Agra, Aug., 17 :
	 	 A	grand	 ten-day	science	exhibition	was	 inaugurated	at	Gyana	Bharati	Residential	School	 	yesterday.	Forty	

schools	from	different	parts	of	all	states	are	participating	in	the	exhibition.
	 	 The	theme	of	the	exhibition	is	‘Water	Conservation’.	“This	exhibition	focuses	on	the	need	of	the	hour.”	said	Dr.	

Bharatan,	the	convener	of	this	exhibition.	The	students	representing	various	schools	had	put	up	schools	and		
showcased	wonderful	models	and	presentations.

	 	 Inaugurating	 the	 exhibition	Mr.	 Justice	Chaudhari	 (IRS)	 stressed	on	 the	need	of	 students’	 participation	 in	
creating	social	awareness	on	vital	issues.	Mr.	Durai	Swamy,	the	headmaster	had	made	arrangements	for	the	
exhibition.
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 2. REPORT FOR SCHOOL MAGAZINE :

Format
Heading

—By-line
..............................................	and	responses	to	the	questions	what,	where,
when,	who,	how	(if	it	is	a	description	of	event.)

	 	 We	do	not	mention	date	and	place	in	the	magazine	report	separately.	This	information	is	given	in	the	first	few	
lines	of	the	report.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE REPORT 
	 	 EXAMPLE : Write a report on the trekking camp organised for the NCC students of your school.

TREKKING CAMP OF OUR NCC STUDENTS
(Reported by – Captain Anjali Troop Captain)

	 	 Forty	 students	 of	 our	 school	NCC	unit	 guided	 by	Mr.	R.B.Sachan,	 Programme	Officer	went	 on	 a	 ten-day	
trekking	camp	to	Forests	of	Bhind	(MP)		during	the	summer	holidays.

	 	 The	students	set	out	from	our	school	campus	on	the	10th	of	May	in	a	specially	arranged	bus.	They	went	up	
to	Morena	forest	in	the	bus.	Thereafter	they	walked	with	their	essentials	in	their	backpacks	to	the	wilds	and	
reached	the	forest	of	Bhind	by	evening.	They	raised	their	tents	in	convenient	places	near	the	river	Yamuna.		
They	prepared	their	dinner,	dined	in	the	moonlight	and	had	a	comfortable	sleep.	For	the	next	8	days	they	
trekked	around	the	near	by	hills.	

	 	 	It	was	a	wonderful	outdoor	experience	for	the	students.	They	returned	to	the	campus	safely	on		the	22nd	of	
May.

nnn

GRAMMAR

CHAPTER-1
 DETERMINERS

Introduction
	 A	Determiner	in	a	sentence	determines	something.	They	are:-
	 1.	 Articles:-a	or	an	and	the
	 2.	 Demonstratives:	-	this,	that,	these,	those.
	 3.	 Possessives:-his,	her,	your,	my,	their,	our
	 4.	 Quantifiers:-some,	any,	on,	much

1. ARTICLES : 
	 ’A’,	 ‘an’	and	‘the’	are	special	adjectives.	These	are	called	Articles.	When	articles	combine	with	nouns,	they	form	

noun	phrases.	There	are	two	types	of	articles	in	English.

Types Words Examples

Indefinite	Article A	or	An A	boy,	an	elephant

Definite	Article The Call	the	man.
	 Use	of a / an / the
 1.	 ‘A’	/	‘An’	represents	one.	So,	we	can	use	a	/	an	only	with	singular	countable	nouns.
	 2.	 ‘An’	is	not	used	with	proper	nouns.
	 Examples	 *	 We	cannot	say:-a	milk,	a	water,	a	tea,	a	sugar,	a	rice.
	 	 	 *	 ‘The’	can	be	used	with	all	nouns	(singular	or	plural).
 INDEFINITE ARTICLE : 
	 The	words	‘a’	and	‘an’	are	called	indefinite	articles.	We	can	use	them	with	singular	nouns.	Which	indefinite	article	

is	to	be	placed	in	front	of	a	word	depends	upon	the	initial	sound	of	the	word,	not	the	first	letter	of	the	word.
	 When	to	use	‘a’	and	when	to	use	‘an’	
	 The Indefinite Article (A)
	 ‘A’	is	used	before	words	beginning	with	a	consonant	sound.
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	 Examples:-

A	usual A	student A	doctor A	hotel																																																																
	 The Indefinite Article (An)

	The	article	‘an’	should	be	placed	before	words	that	begin	with	a	vowel	sound.
	 Examples:-

an	hour an	elephant an	actor an	ice-cream
 Rules for ‘a’ and ‘an’
	 Rule 1.	‘A’	must	be	used	before	words	which	begin	with	a	vowel	sound.
	 Examples:-

a	Europe a	uniform a	union a	unique

a	Unitarian a	united a	university a	usual

a	useful	thing a	year a	one-eyed	giant a	one-dollar	note
	 Rule 2 :	Sometimes	‘an’	is	used	before	words	beginning	with	the	letter	‘h’.	Silent	‘h’:	‘an’	is	used	before	these	words.
	 Examples:-

an	hour an	honour an	heir an	heirloom

an	hourly an	honorarium an	honesty an	honorary

If	‘h’	is	pronounced,	‘a’	is	used.	

Examples:-

a	hotel a	house a	horse a	human	being

Rule 3 :	We	use	‘an’	before	abbreviations	that	begin	with	vowel	sound.

Examples:-

an	M.A. an	M.Sc. an	M.B.B.S. an	M.L.A.

an	N.C.C.	officer an	M.Com. an	M.C.A. an	M.B.A.

Rule 4 :	‘A’	or	‘an’	must	be	used	before	a	singular	noun	standing	for	things	that	can	be	counted.

Examples:-

England	is	a	country. London	is	a	city.

Rice	is	a	cereal. A	dog	is	an	animal.

Rule 5 :	‘A’	or	‘an’	must	be	used	before	the	names	of	professions.

Examples:-

His	father	is	a	doctor.

She	is	an	engineer.

Rule 6 :	Words	like	hero,	genius,	fool,	thief	and	liar	take	the	indefinite	article.

Examples:-

Beware	of	that	fellow.	He	is	a	liar.

My	friend	is	a	genius.

Rule 7 :	The	following	word	has	indefinite	article.	Such	+	a/an	+	noun	(or)	such	+	a/an	+	adjective	+	noun.

Examples:-

Such	a	thing. Such	a	person.

Such	an	honour. Such	an	interesting	story.

Rule 8 :	The	following	word	has	indefinite	article.	So	+	adjective	+	a/an	+	noun.

Examples:-

So	interesting	a	person. So	nice	an	opportunity.

Rule 9 :	‘Few’	and	‘Little’	are	negative	in	meaning.	‘A	few’	and	‘a	little’	are	positive	in	meaning.
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Examples:-

He	has	little	knowledge	of	this	subject. I	have	a	little	money	on	me.

He	has	few	friends. I	have	a	few	books	on	this	subject.

Rule 10 :		In	its	original	numerical	sense	of	one.

Examples:-

Not	a	word	was	said. Twelve	inches	make	a	foot.

A	bird	in	the	hand	is	worth	two	in	the	bush. I	have	a	book.

Rule 11 :	A/an	means	one	thing	or	person.

Examples:-

Sara	works	in	a	bank. Can	I	ask	a	question?

I	have	not	got	a	car. There’s	a	woman	at	the	bus	stop.

Rule 12 :	We	use	a/an	when	we	talk	about	what	a	thing	or	a	person	is.

Examples:-

The	sun	is	a	star. Football	is	a	game.

A	mouse	is	an	animal.	It’s	a	small	animal. He	is	a	very	jolly	person.

Rule 13 :	We	use	a/an	to	state	a	profession	etc.
Examples:-

I	am	a	dentist. He	is	a	teacher.

She	is	a	student. Are	you	an	engineer?
Note:	The	 indefinite	articles	are	not	used	before	plural	nouns,	proper	nouns,	abstract	nouns,	uncountable	and	
material	nouns.
Examples:-

A	dog	is	a	faithful	animal. Dogs	are	faithful	animals.

 THE DEFINITE ARTICLE : 
The	Definite	Article	 ‘the’	generally	 specifies	 and	 identifies.	 It	 answers	 the	question:	 ‘Which	one?’	 It	 specifies	 a	
person,	place	or	thing.
It	can	be	used	with	both	singular	and	plural	nouns.	A	noun	is	first	introduced	with	the	indefinite	article	and	the	
definite	article	is	used	to	refer	to	it	again.	For	example	:	There	was	a	bird	in	my	garden.	The	bird	was	blue	in	colour.

 Rules for ‘The’
Rule 1 :	‘The’	is	used	before	a	superlative	degree.		
Examples:-

The	best The	tallest The	least

Rule 2 :	‘The’	is	used	before	the	names	of	-	
Examples:-

River The	Ganges

Seas The	Arabian	Sea

Oceans The	Pacific	Ocean

Bays The	Bay	of	Bengal

Trains The	Blue	Mountain	Express

Banks The	State	Bank	of	India

Ships The	Queen	Elizabeth	is	a	famous	British	liner.
	 	
Rule 3 :	‘The’	is	used	before	the	words	King	or	Queen	if	they	represent	the	whole	nation	:
Examples:-

The	king	of	France The	queen	of	England
But	‘the’	is	not	used	before	the	words	King	and	Queen,	if	they	are	followed	by	the	name	of	the	king	or	queen.
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King	George	V	(the	Fifth) Queen	Elizabeth	II	(the	Second)

Rule 4 :	Do	not	put	‘the’	before	the	names	of	any	sport.																																																				
Examples:-

I	play	cricket. She	loves	tennis.
Similarly:	football,	rugby,	hockey,	polo,	baseball,	chess	etc.
Rule 5 :	Put	‘the’	before	the	names	of	musical	instruments.
Examples:-

She	plays	the	guitar. He	plays	the	violin.

Rule 6 : Do	not	put	‘the’	before	the	names	of	single	mountains	or	hills.
Examples:-

	Mt.	Everest Nanga	Parbat
But	‘the’	must	be	put	before	the	names	of	mountain	ranges	or	ranges	of	hills.

	The	Himalayas The	Alps

Rule 7 :	Use	‘the’	with	ordinals:	as
Examples:-

The	first The	tenth

He	was	the	first	man	to	arrive. The	tenth	chapter	of	the	book	is	very	interesting.

Rule 8 :	Do	not	put	‘the’	before	the	names	of	meals,	if	they	refer	to	the	meals	in	general,	as	a	part	of	the	daily	routine.
Examples:-

I	have	breakfast	at	eight	every	morning.

We	have	lunch	in	the	afternoon.
l	 But	‘the’	must	be	used	when	the	meal	is	a	particular	one,	thought	of	as	a	social	function.
Example:-
The	dinner	will	be	held	at	the	Park	Plaza.	 	

Rule 9 :	We	use	‘the’	with	different	times	of	the	day	and	night	but	not	with	day	and	night.
Examples:-

All	the	morning All	the	afternoon

All	the	evening All	the	week

Rule 10 :	Use	 ‘the’	before	the	names	of	municipal	or	government	departments	and	before	the	names	of	shops,	
business	houses,	industrial	concerns,	banks	etc.	except	when	they	begin	with	a	personal	noun.
Examples:-

The	Ministry	of	Education. The	Public	Library.

The	Grand	Hotel. The	State	Bank	of	India.

Example of exception : Mehra & Sons

Rule 11 :	Do	not	use	‘the’	before	the	names	of	railway	stations	when	they	are	also	names	of	a	place.

Examples:-

New	Delhi	Railway	Station.	 			

Old	Delhi	Railway	Station.	 	

Rule 12 :	Do	not	use	‘the’	before	the	names	of	any	language.	‘The’	is	used	before	the	names	of	any	language	to	
represent	the	inhabitants.	

Languages Inhabitants

English The	English

French The	French
Examples:-
We	are	learning	English.	 			
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The	English	has	been	sea-faring	people	for	many	countries.	 			

The	French	live	in	France	and	speak	French.	 	

Rule 13 :	‘The’	may	be	used	before	the	name	of	a	road.,	but	it	may	also	be	omitted.
Examples:-
He	lives	in	Gandhi	Road.	 			

I	bought	this	pen	at	a	shop	in	the	Salmon	Road.	 	

Rule 14 :		We	use	‘the’	before	a	building,	when	the	purpose	for	its	visit	is	specified.

Examples:-

go	to	school go	to	the	school

go	to	college go	to	the	college

go	to	hospital go	to	the	hospital

go	to	prison go	to	the	prison
l	 When	‘the’	is	omitted,	the	reference	is	for	the	purpose	for	which	the	building	exists.
Examples:-
Students	go	to	school	to	study.	 			
Christians	go	to	church	to	pray.	 	
Examples:-
He	went	to	the	school	to	meet	the	Headmaster.	 			
He	went	to	the	church	to	look	at	the	building.	 	

Rule 15 :	Do	not	put	‘the’	before	the	names	of	substances	if	they	are	used	in	a	general	sense.
Examples:-
Gold	is	a	precious	metal.	 			
We	drink	water.	 			
Apples	are	good	for	health.	 	
l	 But	‘the’	must	be	used	if	the	reference	is	to	a	particular	kind	of	specimen	of	the	substance.
Examples:-
The	gold	mine	here	is	of	poor	quality.	 			
The	water	in	that	well	is	very	dry.	 	

Rule 16 :	Do	not	put	‘the’	before	plural	nouns	when	they	are	used	in	a	general	sense.
Examples:-
Aeroplanes	need	good	maintenance.	 			
Apples	are	good	for	health.	 	

Rule 17 :	Do	not	use	‘the’	before	the	names	of	countries	unless	the	name	suggests	that	the	country	is	made	up	of	
smaller	units	or	constituent	parts.
Examples:-

Japan France Italy

The	United	State	of	America The	U.K. The	U.S.S.R.

Rule 18 :	 ‘The’	 is	 used	 before	 a	 singular	 noun	 to	 express	what	we	 call	 the	 generic	 singular,	 i.e.	 the	 one	 thing	
mentioned	is	taken	to	represent	all	of	the	kind.
Example:-
The	tiger	and	the	cat	belong	to	the	same	family	of	animals.		
l	 An	exception	to	the	above	rule	is	the	noun	‘man’	when	it	is	used	to	denote	the	human	race	as	a	whole.

Rule 19 :	‘The’	is	used	before	names	of	things,	that	are	unique	in	their	kind.

Examples:-

The	sun The	moon The	earth

Rule 20 :	‘The’	is	used	before	an	adjective	when	the	noun	is	understood.
Example:-
The	rich	must	help	the	poor.	 	
Rule 21 :	‘The’	is	also	used	as	an	adverb	with	comparatives.																																																					
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Examples:-
The	more	you	study,	the	more	you	learn.	 			
The	earlier	you	come,	the	better	for	you.	 	

2. DEMONSTRATIVES : 
l	 There	are	four	‘demonstrative	determiners’	in	English	and	they	are:	this, that, these and those.
l	 Note	that	demonstrative	determiners	can	also	be	used	as	demonstrative	pronouns.	When	they	are	used	as	

determiners	they	are	followed	by	the	nouns	they	modify.	Compare:-
	 This	is	my	camera.	(Demonstrative	used	as	a	pronoun,	subject	of	the	verb	is)	
	 This	camera	is	mine.	(Demonstrative	used	as	a	determiner	modifying	the	noun	camera.)	

3. POSSESSIVES :
Possessive	adjectives	-	my, mine, your, his, her, hers, its, our, ours, your, yours, their, theirs	 -	modify	the	noun	
following	it	in	order	to	show	possession.
Possessive	determiners	are	different	from	possessive	pronouns	-	mine,	his,	hers,	yours,	ours,	their.	

 *	 Possessive	pronouns	can	stand	alone	and	are	not	followed	by	nouns.	
 *	 Possessive	determiners,	on	the	other	hand,	are	followed	by	nouns.

Compare:
Sentences	which	have	same	pronoun	should	be	taken	to	compare
For	example
This	is	your	car.	Is	this	car	yours?
Or	
This	is	my	house.				This	house	is	mine.	

 *	 Quantifiers:- Quantifiers	are	followed	by	nouns	which	they	modify.	Examples	of	quantifiers	include:
Some,	any,	few,	little,	more,	much,	many,	each,	every,	both,	all,	enough,	half,	little,	whole, less	etc.	Quantifiers	are	
commonly	used	before	countable	and	uncountable	nouns.
He	knows	more	people	than	his	wife.
Little	knowledge	is	a	dangerous	thing.

nnn

CHAPTER-2
 TENSES

Introduction
	 The	tenses	simply	show	the	time	of	an	action	or	state	of	being	as	shown	by	a	verb.
	 The	verb	ending	is	changed	(conjugated)	to	show	what	time	it	is	referring	to.
	 Time	can	be	split	into	three	periods	the Present (what	you	are	doing),	the Past (what	you	did)	and	the Future (what	

you	are	going	to	do,	or	hope	/	plan	to	do).
	 The	tenses	are	further	split	into	Simple,	Continuous, Perfect and Perfect Continuous tense,	based	on	the	state	of	

action	referred	to.

	 Simple Tenses
	 The	simple	tenses	are	used	to	show	regular	habits	of	people,	general	truths	and	to	express	the	words	as	it	was	said	

by	someone.
	 Simple Present Tense
	 The	simple	present	tense	is	used	to	discuss	permanent	situations	and	the	frequency	of	events.

To have Short form Other Verbs (to work)

I	have	 I’ve I	work.

he	has he’s He	works.

she	has she’s She	works.

it	has it’s	 It	works.

you	have	 you’ve You	work.
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we	have we’ve We	work.

they	have	 they’ve They	work.

Positive Statements Negative Statements Interrogative 
Sentences

Positive Short 
Statements

Negative Short 
Statements

I	work. I	don’t	work. Do	I	work	? Yes,	I	do. No,	I	don’t.

He	works. He	doesn’t	work. Does	he	work	?	 Yes,	he	does. No,	he	doesn’t.

She	works.	 She	doesn’t	work. Does	she	work	?	 Yes,	she	does. No,	she	doesn’t.

It	works.	 It	doesn’t	work. Does	it	work	? Yes,	it	does. No,	it	doesn’t.

You	work. You	don’t	work. Do	you	work	?	 Yes,	you	do. No,	you	don’t.

We	work.	 We	don’t	work. Do	we	work	? Yes,	we	do. No,	we	don’t.

They	work. They	don’t	work. Do	they	work	? Yes,	they	do. No,	they	don’t.

	 Regular or permanent situations

	 When	something	happens	regularly	or	is	a	permanent	situation,	we	usually	use	the	simple	present	tense.	When	
using	the	simple	present	tense,	the	verb	(with	the	exception	of	the	auxiliary	verbs)	remains	in	the	dictionary	form	
(verb+s/es	with	third	person	singular	such	as	he/she/it	/any	name).

	 For example :
	 Q.	 Where	do	you	live ?	 Ans.	I	live	in	Germany.
	 Q.	 Where	does	he	live	?	 Ans.	He	lives	in	Germany.
	 Q.	 What	do	you	do	?	 Ans.	I’m	a	teacher.
	 Q.	 What	does he	do	?	 Ans.	He’s	a	teacher.

	 Frequency
	 The	simple	present	tense	is	also	used	to	show	how	often	something	happens	with	adverbs of frequency	-	always,	

usually,	often,	sometimes,	occasionally,	seldom,	rarely,	never,	etc....	and	while	discussing	daily,	weekly,	monthly	etc.	
routines.

	 For example :
	 I	always get up at	6.00.
	 I	never drink coffee	before	12.00	noon.
	 I	work on	my	website	every day.
	 Every Monday	and	Thursday	I	go to	the	gym.
	 We	also	use	the	simple	present	to	ask	for	and	give	instructions	or	to	discuss	a	series	of	actions.
 For example :

 Q. How do I make pancakes ? 
	 Ans.		 First	 take	 4	 eggs	 and	 crack	

them	into	a	bowl.	Then	weigh	out	4	oz.	of	flour	and	
sieve	it	into	the	eggs.,	etc.

  The simple present tense can also be used for future events which are part of fixed timetable or programme..

  For example : The Minister visits the city this week.

  Simple Past Tense

	 	 The	simple	past	tense	is	used	to	talk	about	finished	actions	that	happened	at	a	specific	time	in	the	past.	You	state	
when	it	happened	using	a	time adverb.

	 	 			In	simple	past,	the	verb	takes	its	second	form.	The	singular	form	of	verb	‘be’	is	‘was’	and	plural	form	is	‘were’.

	 	 Similarly,	past	form	of	do/does	is	did,	which	goes	with	both	singular	as	well	as	plural	noun	and	pronoun	forms.

	 	 Also	note	that,	with	‘did’,	we	use	only	first	form	of	verb.

To be Statements  (Positive) To be Statements (Negative) Questions ?

I	was. I	wasn’t. Was	I	?

He	was. He	wasn’t. Was	he	?

She	was. She	wasn’t. Was	she	?

It	was. It	wasn’t. Was	it	?

You	were. You	weren’t. Were	you	?

We	were. We	weren’t. Were	we	?
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They	were.	 They	weren’t. Were	they	?

Regular Verb (to work) 
Statements (Positive)

Regular Verb (to work) 
Statements (Negative)

Questions Short Answer 
(Positive)

Short Answer 
(Negative)

I	worked. I	didn’t	work. Did	I	work	? Yes,	I	did. No,	I	didn’t.

He	worked. He	didn’t	work. Did	he	work	? Yes,	he	did. No,	he	didn’t.

She	worked. She	didn’t	work. Did	she	work	? Yes,	she	did. No,	she	didn’t.

It	worked. It	didn’t	work. Did	it	work	? Yes,	it	did. No,	it	didn’t.

You	worked. You	didn’t	work. Did	you	work	? Yes,	you	did. No,	you	didn’t.

We	worked.	 We	didn’t	work. Did	we	work	? Yes,	we	did. No,	we	didn’t.

They	worked. They	didn’t	work. Did	they	work	
?

Yes,	they	did. No,	they	didn’t.

	 Simple Past : Uses

	 When you mention a time in the past :

	 For example :	 Last	year	I	took my	exams.
 	 	 		 I	got married	in	1992.
 It can be used to describe events that happened over a period of time in the past but not now.
 For example :	 	I	lived in	South	Africa	for	two	years.
 The simple past tense is also used to talk about habitual or repeated actions that took place in the past.
 For example :	 	When	I	was a child	we	always	went	to	the	seaside	on	a	bank	holiday.

Continuous Tenses
 The	continuous	tenses	are	used	when	talking	about	a	particular	point	in	time.
 Present Continuous Tense
	 For example :	 Q.		What	are	you	doing	?	Ans.	I’m	building	a	website.
	 *  We also use the present continuous tense to talk about things that are happening around now but are 

temporary.
	 For example :	 Q.	 What	are	you	doing	these	days	?	Ans.	Unfortunately,	I’m	working a	lot.
	 * It is also used to describe trends or situations that are happening but may be temporary.
 For example :	 Nowadays,	more	and	more	people	are	shopping	on	the	Internet.
	 * It is also used to describe a negative habit.
 For example :	 He’s	always	cleaning	his	car.
	 The	present	continuous	tense	is	also	used	to	discuss	future	events	:
	 For example :	 I	am	going	to	meet	Naina	in	the	evening.
	 	 	 	 My	brother	is	coming	from	New	York,	the	next	week.
	 Note :	 The	present	continuous	tense	is	usually	used	with	action	verbs	not	with	static	verbs.	Following	are	some	

static	verbs	that	are	not	used	in	continuous	tense	:
	 Conditions : belong, cost, need, own, seem
 Feelings : like, love, hate, want, wish
 Beliefs : believe, feel, know, mean, remember, think, understand
	 Past Continuous
	 We	use	the	past	continuous	tense	to	describe	a	past	action	over	a	period	of	time.
 For example :	 Q.	 What	were they	doing yesterday	?	Ans.	They	were working all	day.
	 	 	 	 *	 It	can	be	used	to	describe	what	someone	was	doing	at	a	particular	point	in	time.
 For example :	 Q.	 What	were	you	doing at	7:30	last	evening	?	Ans. I	was watching	television.
	 	 	 	 *	 The	past	continuous	can	also	be	used	to	show	that	an	activity	frequently	took	place	over	a	

period	of	time.
	 	 	 	 Q.	 What	did	you	enjoy	the	most	during	holidays?	Ans.	I	enjoyed	doing	skiing	the	most.
	 	 	 	 *	 Sometimes	Past	Continuous	and	Past	Simple	are	used	together	in	a	same	sentence.	The	longer	

action	 in	 past	 is	 expressed	 in	 Past	Continuous	 Tense	 and	 the	 action	 that	 happened	 in	 the	
middle	of	the	longer	action	is	expressed	in	Simple	Past	Tense.

 For example :	 I	was	driving to	work	when	I	crashed my	car.
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Or
	 	 	 As	I	was	driving	to	work,	my	car	crashed.
	 Perfect Tenses
	 Sometimes	you	need	to	give	just	a	little	bit	more	information	about	an	action	or	state	and	that	is	where	the	perfect	

tenses	come	in.
	 The	perfect	 tenses	are	used	when	an	action	or	 situation	 in	 the	present	 is	 linked	 to	a	moment	 in	 the	past.	 It	 is	

often	used	to	show	things	that	have	happened	up	to	now	but	aren’t	finished	yet	or	to	emphasize	that	something	
happened	but	is	not	true	anymore.	When	they	end	determines	which	of	them	you	use.

	 Perfect	tenses	are	never	used	when	we	say	when	something	happened	i.e.,	yesterday,	last	year	etc.	but	can	be	used	
when	discussing	the	duration	of	something	i.e.,	often,	for,	always,	since,	etc.

	 The	present	perfect	simple	tense	is	used	to	talk	about	a	past	time,	which	has	every	strong	meaning	for	the	present.
	 Present Perfect Simple Timeline
 For example :	 	Q. Where	is	Jane	?
	 	 	 	 Ans.	She	has gone out.	She	should	be	back	in	an	hour.
	 We	form	the	present	perfect	simple	by	using	the	auxiliary	verb	has/have	with	third	form	of	verb.	‘Has’	is	used	with	

third	person	singular	such	as	he/she/it/	any	name	‘Have’	is	used	with	first	person,	second	person	and	all	plurals.

Statements Positive Statements Negative Interrogative Short Answer
Positive

Short Answer
Negative

I’ve	worked. I	haven’t	worked. Have	I	worked	? Yes,	I	have. No,	I	haven’t.

He’s	worked. He	hasn’t	worked. Has	he	worked	? Yes,	he	has. No,	he	hasn’t.

She’s	worked. She	hasn’t	worked. Has	she	worked	? Yes,	she	has. No,	she	hasn’t.

It’s	worked. It	hasn’t	worked. Has	it	worked	? Yes,	it	has. No,	it	hasn’t.

You’ve	worked. You	haven’t	worked. Have	you	worked	? Yes,	you	have. No,	you	haven’t.

We’ve	worked. We	haven’t	worked. Have	we	worked	? Yes,	we	have. No,	we	haven’t.

They’ve	worked. They	haven’t	worked. Have	they	worked	? Yes,	they	have. No,	they	haven’t.

	 * The present perfect simple is used to discuss events that have just been completed at the moment of speaking.
  For example : 
  Have you done your homework ?”
	 Ans.	 Yes,	I’ve	just	finished	it.
 * It is often used to suggest that a past action still has an effect upon something happening in the present.
  For example :  The	pound	has	fallen	against	the	dollar.
 * It is also used to discuss unfinished time.
  For example : 
 Q.  Have you done your homework today ?
 Ans.	 No,	I	haven’t	done	it	yet.
	 	 Note :	You	are	talking	about	today	and	today	isn’t	finished,	so	you	may	do	your	homework	later.
 Q. Have you ever been to England ?
 Ans.	 Yes	I	have.
	 	 Note	:	You	are	talking	about	something	that	has	happened	in	your	life
 * You can also use the present perfect to discuss something from the past but you don’t want to say exactly 

when.
  For example :
 Q. Are you learning any languages ?
 Ans.	 Yes,	I’ve	begun	to	learn	English.
 * This tense is often used to discuss events that have been happening over a period of time, but aren’t finished 

yet.
  For example :
 Q. How long have you studied English ?
 Ans.	 I’ve	studied	English	for	two	years	now.
	 *	 However it is better (grammatically speaking) to use the Present Perfect Continuous to express yourself in this 

way.
  For example :
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 Q. How long have you been studying English ? 
 Ans.	 I’ve	been studying	English	for	two	years	now.
  Past Perfect Tense
	 	 The	past	perfect		tense	is	used	to	go	further	back	in	time	when	we	are	already	talking	about	the	past.	It	can	make	

it	clear	that	something	had	already	happened	at	the	time	we	are	talking	about.
	 	 We	form	the	past	perfect	by	using	the	auxiliary	verb	had	and	the	-ed	form	of	the	regular	verb	(the	past	participle)	

irregular verb forms	have	to	be	learned	:

Statements 
Positive

Statements Negative Interrogative Short Answer 
Positive

Short Answer 
Negative

I’d	worked... I	hadn’t	worked... Had	I	worked...	? Yes,	I	had. No,	I	hadn’t.

He’d	worked... He	hadn’t	worked... Had	he	worked...	? Yes,	he	had. No,	he	hadn’t.

She’d	worked... She	hadn’t	worked... Had	she	worked...	? Yes,	she	had. No,	she	hadn’t.

It	had	worked... It	hadn’t	worked... Had	it	worked...	? Yes,	it	had. No,	it	hadn’t.

You’d	worked... You	hadn’t	worked... Had	you	worked...	? Yes,	you	had. No,	you	hadn’t.

We’d	worked... We	hadn’t	worked... Had	we	worked...	? Yes,	we	had. No,	we	hadn’t.

They’d	
worked...

They	hadn’t	worked... Had	they	worked...	
?

Yes,	they	had.	 No,	they	hadn’t.

  For example : I	had	already	done	the	shopping	by	the	time	she	came	home.
	 	 	 I	was	late	for	work,	by	the	time	I	arrived	the	client	had	already	left.
	 	 * The past perfect simple can be used to show how often something happened in the past.
  For example : I’d	visited	the	city	many	times	before.
	 	 * It can also be used to express unfulfilled wishes or dreams. Sometimes called, The Third Conditional.

  For example : If	I	had	won	the	lottery	I	would	have	bought	a	new	car.
  Present Perfect Continuous
  The	present	perfect	continuous	tense	is	often	used	(with	for	a	since)	to	describe	how	long	something	has	been	

happening	up	to	now.

  For example : 
 Q. How long have you been studying English ?
 Ans.	 I’ve	been	studying	English	for	four	years.
 Q. How long have you been living in Germany ?
 Ans.	 I’ve	been	living	here	since	1998.
 * The present perfect continuous is also used to refer to an event that may or may not be finished when it’s 

effect can be seen now.
  For example : Look	!	It’s	been	snowing.
 * You should also use the present perfect continuous when talking about how long you have been doing your 

current job or working on unfinished projects :
  For example : 	I	have	been	working	at	BT	for	three	years.
   We	have	been	exporting	to	China	since	1999.
  Past Perfect Continuous
  The	past	perfect	continuous	tense	is	used	to	talk	about	longer	situations	that	continued	up	to	the	moment	in	the	

past	we	are	talking	about.
  For example :	 By	the	time	I	left	England	we	had been living in	Bristol	for	five	years.
	 	 	 Her	back	was	sore	because	she	had been sitting at	the	computer	all	day.
	 	 * It is also used to say how long something went on for, up to a time in the past.
	 	 For example :	 We	apologised	because	we	had	kept	them	waiting	for 3 hours.
	 	 	 	We	apologised	because	we	had	kept	them	waiting	since	lunch	time.
  The Future Tense
  Discussing	the	future	in	English	can	be	complicated.	The	simple,	present	continuous,	present	perfect	and	the	

present	perfect	continuous	can	also	be	used	and	often	it	is	possible	to	use	more	than	one	structure,	but	have	the	
same	meaning.

  Using the present continuous for the future
  It	is	often	used	to	ask	about	and	discuss	future	arrangements	or	plans	with	just	the	addition	of	a	future	time,	but	

you	only	use	it	when	these	arrangements	are	certain.
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  For example :
 Q. What are you doing next week ?
 Ans.	 I’m	working.
 Q. What’s he doing tomorrow ?
 Ans.	 He’s	playing	tennis.
	 *	 The present continuous tense is also used to talk about and make future appointments and arrangements 
  using the words go or come....
  For example : 
 Q. When are you coming to see me ? 
 Ans.	 Next	week.
 Q. What are you doing tomorrow ?
 Ans.	 I’m	going	to	the	dentist.
	 *	 ....and using verbs of arrival and departure.
	 	 We’re	arriving	in	London	at	2.30.
	 	 The	train	leaving	from	platform	one	is	the	2.45	to	Edinburgh.
	 	 The Future Continuous (will be doing)
	 	 The	use	of	 ‘will	be	doing’	 in	a	sentence	 is	often	referred	to	as	 the	future	continuous.	 It	 is	used	to	talk	about	

activities	that	will	be	happening	at	a	particular	time	or	over	a	particular	time	in	the	future.
	 	 For example :	Next	week	we	will be having a	party.	Can	you	come	?
	 *	 You	can	also	use	it	(or	the	present	continuous	form)	to	talk	about	future	plans.
  For example : We	will	be	eating	lunch	at	2.00	P.M.
  Discussing the future using the present perfect simple form
	 	 You	can	use	the	present	perfect	form	to	say	that	something	will	have	happened	by	a	certain	time	in	the	future.
  This time next year I will have finished my exams.
  Discussing the future using the present perfect continuous form (also known as the future perfect continuous 

using will have been doing).
  You	can	use	the	present	perfect	continuous	form	to	say	how	long	something	will	have	been	happening	by	a	

certain	time	in	the	future.
	 	 This	time	next	year,	I	will have been teaching English	for	9	years.
	 	 Discussing the future using the present perfect simple form
  You	can	use	the	present	perfect	simple	form	to	say	that	something	will	have	happened	by	a	certain	time	in	the	

future.
  Discussing the future using the present perfect continuous form (also known as the future perfect continuous 

using will have been doing).
  You	can	use	the	present	perfect	continuous	form	to	say	how	long	something	will	have	been	happening	by	a	

certain	time	in	the	future.
	 	 This	time	next	year,	I	will	have	been	teaching	English	for	9	years.
  Discussing the future using going to

	 	 We	say	something	is	going	to	happen	when	it	has	already	been	planned.
  For example :
 Q. Are you going to fly to Germany ?
 Ans.	 No,	we’re	going	to	drive.
	 	 We	also	use	it	to	show	something	has	already	been	decided.
	 	 For example :	 We’re	going	to	buy	a	new	car	next	year.
	 	 	 We	also	use	going	to	when	we	can	see	something	is	about	to	happen.
	 	 	 For example :	 Look	at	that	cloud.	I	think	it’s	going	to	rain.
	 	 	 	 	 Watch	out	!	He’s	going	to	crash	into	the	tree	!
	 	 	 You	can	also	use	going	to	to	predict	the	future	based	upon	the	evidence	now.
	 	 	 For example :	 It	looks	as	though	Manchester	United	are	going	to	win	the	European	cup.
	 	 	 	 	 I	think	my	friend	Louise	is	going	to	have	a	baby.
	 	 	 Note :	I’m	going	to	Germany	isn’t	really	the	future	tense.	You	would	have	to	say	I’m	going to go to	Germany.
  Discussing the future using shall/will
  When	we	give	information	about	the	future	or	predict	future	events	that	are	not	certain	we	usually	use	shall/

will.
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  For example : 
 Q. Who do you think will win the election ?
 Ans.	 I’m	not	sure	but	I	think	the	current	party	will win.
	 *	 We	can	also	use	shall/will	to	make	promises	for	the	future.
	 	 When	leaving	work	I	would	say	-	Good	night,	I’ll	(I	will)	see	you	tomorrow.
	 *	 Shall/Will	is	often	used	when	we	just	decide	to	do	something.
	 	 For example :	The	phone	is	ringing	-	If	I	decide	to	answer	the	phone	I	would	say	-	I’ll	(I	will)	get	it.
	 * It	can	also	be	used	in	formal	situations	to	express	planned	events	and	is	preferred	in	formal	written	English.
  For example : The	party	will	start	at	10.00	pm.

nnn

CHAPTER-3
 CLAUSES

Introduction
	 A	clause	is	a	group	of	words	that	includes	a	subject	and	a	verb.
	 A	clause	can	be	distinguished	from	a	phrase,	which	does	not	contain	a	subject	and	a	verb	(e.g.,	in	the	afternoon,	

drinking	from	the	bowl).
	 An	independent clause	can	express	a	complete	thought	and	can	be	a	standalone	sentence.	A	dependent clause	is	

usually	a	supporting	part	of	a	sentence,	and	it	cannot	stand	by	itself	as	a	meaningful	proposition	(idea).
	 Examples of Independent Clauses
	 Here	are	some	examples	of	independent	clauses	:
	 Vineeta	ate	a	jam	roll	after	she	watched	the	news.
	 (Vineeta	ate	a	jam	roll	is	an	independent	clause.	It	works	as	a	standalone	sentence.)
	 Even	though	his	mother	was	a	driving	instructor,	my	cousin	failed	his	driving	test	six	times.
	 Examples of Dependent Clauses
	 Here	are	the	same	examples	with	the	dependent	clauses	:
	 Vineeta	ate	a	cheese	role	after	she	watched	the	news.
	 (The	clause	after	she	watched	the	news	is	a	dependent	clause.	It	does	not	work	as	a	standalone	sentence.)
	 Even	though	his	mother	was	a	driving	instructor,	my	cousin	failed	his	driving	test	six	times.
	 These	two	dependent	clauses	(or	subordinate clauses)	could	have	been	independent	clauses.	However,	the	opening	

word(s)	(in	these	examples	after,	even though,	and	but)	turned	them	into	dependent	clauses.	The	opening	words	
are	known	as	dependent	words,	the	main	type	of	which	is	subordinating conjunctions.

	 How are Clauses used in Sentences ?
	 Clauses	can	play	a	variety	of	roles	in	sentences.	A	clause	can	act	as	a	noun,	an	adjective or	an	adverb.
	 Noun Clauses
	 I	cannot	remember	what	I	said	last	night.
	 (In	this	example,	the	clause	acts	like	a	noun.)
	 Compare the example above to this :
	 I	cannot	remember	my	speech.
	 In	the	above	example	the	clause	‘what	I	said	last	night’	is	working	as	a	noun	as	it	gives	you	the	answer	of	‘what’
	 What	could	I	not	remember	?	.....	what	I	said	last	night/speech.
	 I	believe	that	you	are	right
	 What	I	believe	?	......	that	you	are	right
	 It	is	true	that	he	has	stolen	my	watch.
	 What	is	true	.....	that	he	has	stolen	my	watch.
	 Adjective Clauses
	 My	water-shy	dog,	who	usually	refuses	to	go	near	the	water,	dived	in	the	canal	to	chase	a	water	vole.
	 (In	this	example,	the	clause	acts	like	an	adjective.)
	 Compare the example above to this :
	 My	water-shy	dog	dived	in	the	canal	to	chase	a	water	vole.
	 (water-shy	=	adjective)
	 An	adjective	clause,	like	an	adjective,	tells	you	something	about	the	noun.
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	 For example :
	 The	man	who is wearing the green cap	is	my	father.
	 Thus,	 ‘who	 is	wearing	a	green	cap’	 is	giving	you	additional	 information	about	 the	noun	and	so	 is	an	adjective	

clause.
	 Some more examples :
	 The	place	where	I	went	yesterday	was	beautiful.
	 The	teacher	who	taught	me	in	grade	five	met	me	yesterday.

	 Adverbial Clauses

	 An	adverbial	clause	(or	an	adverb	clause)	is	a	group	of	words	which	plays	the	role	of	an	adverb.
	 For example :
	 Keep	hitting	the	gong	hourly.
	 (normal	adverb)
	 Keep	hitting	the	gong	until	I	tell	you	to	stop.
	 (adverbial	clause)
	 In	the	examples	above,	the	normal	adverb	and	adverbial	clause	both	tell	us	when	the	gong	is	to	be	hit.	They	are	

both	adverbs	of	time.	All	adverbs	(including	adverbial	clauses)	can	usually	be	categorized	as	one	of	the	following	:
	 Adverb Clause of Time
	 An	adverb	of	time	states	when	something	happens	or	how	often.	An	adverb	of	time	often	starts	with	one	of	the	

following	subordinating conjunctions	:	after,	as,	as	long	as,	as	soon	as,	before,	no	sooner	than,	since,	until,	when	or	
while.	Here	are	some	examples	:

	 After	the	game	has	finished,	the	king	and	pawn	go	into	the	same	box.	(Italian	Proverb).

	 I	stopped	believing	in	Santa	Claus	when	my	mother	took	me	to	see	him	in	a	department	store,	and	he	asked	for	my	
autograph.	(Shirley	Temple)

	 As	soon	as	you	trust	yourself,	you	will	know	how	to	live.	(Johann	Wolfgang	vo	Goethe)

	 Adverb Clause of Place

	 An	adverb	of	place	states	where	something	happens.	An	adverb	of	place	often	starts	with	a	preposition	(e.g.,	in,	on,	
near)	or	one	of	the	following	subordinating	conjunctions	:	anywhere,	everywhere,	where	or	wherever.	Here	are	
some	examples	:

	 In	a	world	where	there	is	so	much	to	be	done,	I	felt	strongly	impressed	that	there	must	be	something	for	me	to	do.	
(Dorothea	Dix)

	 I	am	not	afraid	of	the	pen,	the	scaffold,	or	the	sword.	I	will	tell	the	truth	wherever	I	please.	(Mother	Jones)

	 Adverb Clause of Manner

	 An	adverb	of	manner	states	how	something	is	done.	An	adverb	of	manner	often	starts	with	one	of	the	following	
subordinating	conjunctions	:	as,	like	or	the	way.	Here	are	some	examples	:	

	 He	acts	like	it	is	a	joke.

	 We	don’t	have	conversations.	You	talk	at	me	the	way	a	teacher	talks	to	a	naughty	student.

	 Except	for	an	occasional	heart	attack,	I	feel	as	young	as	I	ever	did.	(Robert	Benchley)

	 Adverb Clause of Degree or Comparison

	 An	adverb	of	degree	states	to	what	degree	something	is	done	or	offers	a	comparison.	An	adverb	of	degree	often	
starts	 with	 one	 of	 the	 following	 subordinating	 conjunctions	 :	 than,	 as...as,	 so...as,	 or	 the...the.	 Here	 are	 some	
examples	:

	 A	vacuum	is	a	hell	of	a	lot	better	than	some	of	the	stuff	that	nature	replaces	it	with.	(Tennessee	Williams)
	 He	is	as	smart	as	he	is	tall.
	 She	is	not	so	bright	as	she	thinks	she	is.
	 Sometimes,	the	verb	in	an	adverb	of	degree	is	understood	(i.e.,	not	present).	For	example	:
	 You	are	taller	than	I.
	 (In	this	example,	the	verb	am	has	been	omitted.	This	is	permissible.)
	 You	are	taller	than	I	am.
	 (This	is	the	full	version.)
	 You	are	taller	than	me.

	 (This	is	the	colloquial	version.	This	version	might	irk	some	of	your	grammar-savvy	readers,	but	it	is	acceptable.)



26  ] Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise & Topicwise Revision Notes, ENGLISH CORE, Class – XI

	 Adverb Clause of Condition

	 An	adverb	of	condition	states	the	condition	for	the	main	idea	to	come	into	effect.	An	adverb	of	condition	often	
starts	with	if	or	unless.	Here	are	some	examples	:

	 If	the	facts	don’t	fit	the	theory,	change	the	facts.	(Albert	Einstein)
	 If	the	English	language	made	any	sense,	a	catastrophe	would	be	an	apostrophe	with	fur.	(Doug	Larson)
	 If	all	 the	rich	people	 in	the	world	divided	up	their	money	among	themselves,	 there	wouldn’t	be	enough	to	go	

around.	(Christian	Stead,	1903-1983)

	 Adverb Clause of Concession

	 An	adverb	of	concession	offers	a	statement	which	contrasts	with	the	main	 idea.	An	adverb	of	concession	often	
starts	with	one	of	the	following	subordinating	conjunctions	:	though,	although,	even	though,	while,	whereas	or	
even	if.	Here	are	some	examples	:

	 Although	golf	was	originally	restricted	to	wealthy,	overweight	Protestants,	today	it’s	open	to	anybody	who	owns	
hideous	clothing.	(Dave	Barry)

	 A	loud	voice	cannot	complete	with	a	clear	voice,	even	if	it’s	a	whisper.	(Barry	Neil	Kaufman)

	 Adverb Clause of Reason

	 An	adverb	of	reason	offers	a	reason	for	the	main	idea.	An	adverb	of	reason	often	starts	with	one	of	the	following	
subordinating	conjunctions	:	as,	because,	given	or	since.	Here	are	some	examples	:	

	 I	don’t	have	a	bank	account,	because	I	don’t	know	my	mother’s	maiden	name.	(Paula	Poundstone)
	 Since	you	are	like	no	other	being	ever	created	since	the	beginning	of	time,	you	are	incomparable.

Kinds of Sentences
1.	 Simple Sentence
	 A	simple	sentence,	also	called	an	independent	clause,	contains	a	subject	and	a	verb	and	it	expresses	a	complete	

thought.	In	the	following	simple	sentences,	subjects	are	in	bold and	verbs	are	in	italics.
	 1.	 Some	students like to	study	in	the	mornings.
	 2.	 Juan	and	Arturo play football	every	afternoon.
	 3.	 Alicia goes to	the	library	and	studies	every	day.
	 The	three	examples	above	are	all	simple	sentences.	Note	that	sentence	2	contains	a	compound	subject	and	sentence	

contains	a	compound	verb.	Simple	sentences,	therefore,	contain	a	subject	and	verb	and	express	a	complete	thought,	
but	they	can	also	contain	compound	subjects	or	verbs.

2.	 Compound Sentence
	 A	compound	sentence	contains	two	independent	clauses	joined	by	a	coordinator.	The	coordinators	are	as	follows	

:	 for,	and,	nor,	but,	or,	yet,	so.	 (Helpful	hint	 :	The	first	 letter	of	each	of	the	coordinators	spells	Fanboys.)	Except	
for	very	short	sentences,	coordinators	are	always	preceded	by	a	comma.	In	the	following	compound	sentences,	
subjects	are	in	bold,	verbs	are	in	italics and	the	coordinators	and	the	commas	that	precede	them	are	in	bold.

	 1.	 I tried to	speak	Spanish,	and my	friend tried to	speak	English.
	 2.	 Alejandro played football,	so Maria went shopping.
	 3.	 Alejandro played football,	for Maria went shopping.
	 The	above	three	sentences	are	compound	sentences.	Each	sentence	contains	two	independent	clauses	and	they	

are	joined	by	a	coordinator	with	a	comma	preceding	it.	Note	how	the	conscious	use	of	coordinators	can	change	
the	meaning	of	the	sentences.	Sentences	2	and	3,	for	example,	are	identical	except	for	the	coordinators.	In	sentence	
2,	which	action	occurred	first	?	Obviously,	“Alejandro	played	football”	 first	and	as	a	consequence,	“Maria	went	
shopping.”	 In	 sentence	 3,	 “Maria	went	 shopping”	 first.	Here,	 “Alejandro	played	 football”	 because,	 possibly,	 he	
didn’t	have	anything	else	to	do,	for	or	because	“Maria	went	shopping.”

3.	 Complex Sentence
	 A	complex	sentence	has	an	 independent	clause	 joined	by	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.	A	complex	sentence	

always	has	a	subordinator	such	as	because,	since,	after,	although,	or	when (and	many	others)	or	a	relative	pronoun	
such	as	that,	who,	or	which.	In	the	following	complex	sentences,	subjects	are	in	bold,	verbs	are	in	italics and	the	
subordinators	and	their	commas	(when	required)	are	in	bold.

	 1.	 When he handed in	his	homework,	he forgot to	give	the	teacher	the	last	page.
	 2.	 The	teacher returned the	homework	after she noticed the	error.
	 3.	 The	students are studying because they have a test	tomorrow.
	 4.	 After they finished studying,	Juan and	Maria went to	the	movies.
	 5.	 Juan and	Maria went to	the	movies	after,	they	finished studying.
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	 	 When	a	complex	sentence	begins	with	a	subordinator	such	as	sentences	1	and	4,	a	comma	is	required	at	the	
end	of	the	dependent	clause.	When	the	independent	clause	begins	the	sentence	with	subordinators	 in	the	
middle	as	 in	sentences	2,	3	and	5	no	comma	 is	 required.	 If	a	comma	 is	placed	before	 the	subordinators	 in	
sentences	2,	3	and	5	it	is	wrong.

	 	 Note	that,	sentences	4	and	5	are	the	same	except	sentence	4	begins	with	the	dependent	clause	which	is	followed	
by	a	comma	and	sentence	5	begins	with	the	independent	clause	which	contains	no	comma.	The		comma	after	
the	dependent	clause	in	sentence	4	is	required	and	experienced	listeners	of	English	will	often	hear	a	slight	
pause	there.	In	sentence	5,	however,	there	will	be	no	pause	when	the	independent	clause	begins	the	sentence.

nnn

CHAPTER-4
 MODALS

Introduction
	 We	use	modal	verbs	to	show	if	we	believe	something	is	certain,	probable	or	possible	(or	not).	We	also	use	modals	to	

do	things	like	talking	about	ability,	asking	permission	making	requests	and	offers	and	so	on.

	 The	modal	verbs	are	can, could, may, might, shall, should, will and	would.

	 Possibility :

	 •	 We	use	the	modals	could, might and	may to	show	that	something	is	possible	in	the	future,	but	not	certain	:

	 They	might come later.	(=	Perhaps/Maybe	they	will	come	later.)

	 They	may come by	car.	(=	Perhaps/Maybe	they	will	come	by	car.)

	 If	we	don’t	hurry	we	could be late.	(=	Perhaps/Maybe	we	will	be	late.)

	 •		 	We	use	could have,	might have and	may have to	show	that	something	was	possible	now or	at	some	time	in	the	
past :

	 It’s	ten	o’clock.	They	might have arrived	by	now.

	 They	could have arrived	hours	ago.

	 •		 We	use	the	modal	can to	make	general statements about	what	is	possible	:	
	 It	can be very	cold	in	winter.	(=	it	is	sometimes	very	cold	in	winter)
	 You	can easily	lose your	way	in	the	dark.	(=	People	often	lose	their	way	in	the	dark)

	 •		 We	use	the	modal	could as	the	past tense	of	can	:
	 It	could be very	cold	in	winter.	(=	Sometimes	it	was	very	cold	in	winter.)
	 You	could lose your	way	in	the	dark.	(=	People	often	lose	their	way	in	the	dark)

	 Impossibility :

	 •		 We	use	the	negative	can’t or	cannot to	show	that	something	is	impossible	:	
	 That	can’t	be	true.
	 You	cannot be serious.

	 •		 We	use	couldn’t/could not to	talk	about	the	past :
	 We	knew	it	could not be	true.
	 He	was	obviously	joking.	He	could not be	serious.

	 Probability :

	 •		 We	use	the	modal	must to	show	we are sure something	to	be	true	and	we	have	reasons	for	our	belief	:

	 It’s	getting	dark.	It	must be quite	late.

	 You	haven’t	eaten	all	day.	You	must be hungry.

	 •		 We	use	must have for	the	past	:

	 They	hadn’t	eaten	all	day.	They	must have been hungry.

	 You	look	happy.	You	must have heard the	good	news.
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	 •		 We	use	the	modal	should to	suggest that	something	is	true	or	will	be	true	in	the	future	and	to	show	you	have	
reasons	for	your	suggestion.

	 Ask	Miranda.	She	should know.

	 It’s	nearly	six	o’clock.	They	should arrive soon.

	 •		 We	use	should have to	talk	about	the	past :

	 It’s	nearly	eleven	o’clock.	They	should have arrived by	now.

	 Uses of Can/Could

	 •		 We	make	questions by	putting	the	subject	after	can/could.

	 Can	I	...?	Can	you	...	?	Could	I	...	Could	you	...?	and	so	on.

	 •		 The	negative form	is	can’t in	spoken	English	and	cannot in	written	English.

	 The	negative	form	of	could is	couldn’t in	spoken	English	and	could not in	written	English.

	 We	use	can and	can’t :

	 •	 To	talk	about	ability :

	 	 Maria	can speak four	languages.

	 	 I	can’t swim, but	my sister can.

	 •	 To	say	that	something	is	possible or	impossible :

	 	 Learning	English	can be difficult	[=	Learning	English	is	sometimes	difficult.]

	 	 Children	can be very	naughty	[=	Children	are	sometimes	very	naughty.]

	 	 There	is	still	light	outside.	It can’t be bedtime.

	 •	 For	requests and	refusals of	requests	:

	 	 Can I go home	now	?

	  You can go	whenever	you	like.

	 	 You	can borrow the	car	today,	but	you can’t have it	tomorrow.

	 •	 To	offer help	to	someone	:

	  Can I help you	?

	  Can I carry	that	bag	for	you	?

	 	 We	use	could and	couldn’t as	the	past	tense	of	can/can’t.

	 •	 To	talk	about	ability	:

	 	 I	could	run	very	fast	when	I	was	younger.

	 	 She	couldn’t	get	a	job	anywhere.

	 •	 To	say	that	something	was	possible or	impossible :

	 	 Our	teacher	could be very	strict	when	we	were	at	school.	[=	Some	teachers	were	very	strict.]

	 	 People	could starve in	those	days.	[=	People	sometimes	starved.]

	 	 You	couldn’t use computers	in	the	nineteenth	century.

	 •	 To	make	a	polite request :

	 	 Could I go now	please	?

	  Could you lend me	a	dictionary	please	?

	 •	 To	make	a	polite offer :

	  Could I give you	a	lift	?

	  I could carry that	for	you.

	 	 We	use	could have :

	 •	 To	show	that	something	is	possible	now or	was	possible	at	some	time	in	the	past :

	 	 It’s	ten	o’clock.	They	could have arrived now.

	 	 They	could have arrived hours	ago.
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	 Use of May/Might

	 •		 We	make	questions by	putting	the	subject	after	may/might	:
	 May I ...?	Could I ...	Might I ...?	etc.
	 The	negative	forms	are	may not and	might not.
	 We	use may :

	 •	 When	we	are	not	sure	about	something	:

	 	 Jack	may be coming to	see	us	tomorrow.

	 	 Oh	dear	!	It’s	half	past	ten.	We	may	be late for	the	meeting.

	 	 There	may not be many	people.

	 •	 To	make	polite requests :

	 	 May I borrow the	car	tomorrow	?

	  May we come	a	bit	later	?

	 •	 When	we	use	may not for	a	refusal :

	 	 You	may not!

	 	 You	may not borrow	the	car	until	you	can	be	more	careful	with	it.

	 We	use might :

	 •		 When	we	are	not sure about	something	:

	 	 I	might see you	tomorrow.

	 	 It	looks	nice,	but	it	might be very	expensive.

	 	 It’s	quite	bright.	It	might not rain	today.

	 •	 As	the	past tense of may for	requests	:	

	 	 He	asked	if	he	might borrow the	car.

	 	 They	wanted	to	know	if	they	might come later.

	 •	 For polite requests :

	 	 Might I ask you	a	question	?

	  Might we just interrupt for	a	moment	?

	 •		 We	use	may have and	might have to	show	that	something	has	possibly	happened	now	or	happened	at	some	
time	in	the	past	:

	 It’s	ten	o’clock.	They	might have arrived now.	[=	Perhaps	they	have	arrived]

	 They	may have arrived hours	ago.	[=	Perhaps	they	arrived	hours	ago.]

	 Use of Will/Would

	 We	use	will :

	 •	 to	talk	about	the	future	–	to	say	what	we	believe	will	happen
	 •	 to	talk	about	what	people	want	to	do	or	are	willing	to	do
	 •	 to	make	promises	and	offers
	 Would is	the	past tense	form	of	will.	Because	it	is	a	past	tense	it	is	used	:
	 •	 to	talk	about	the	past.
	 •	 to	talk	about	hypotheses	–	things	that	are	imagined	rather	than	true.
	 •	 for	politeness
	 	 Beliefs
	 We	use	will :

	 •	 to	say	what	we	believe	will	happen	in	the	future	:
	 	 We’ll be late.
	 	 We	will have to	take	the	train.
	 We	use	would as	the	past	tense	of	will	:

	 •	 to	say	what	we	believed	would	happen	:

	 	 I	thought	I	would be late	......	so	I	would have to take	the	train.
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	 Offers and promises 

	 We	use	I will or	We will to	make	offers	and	promises	:

	 I’ll give you	a	lift	home	after	the	party.

	 We will come	and	see	you	next	week.

	 Willingness

	 •	 to	talk	about	what	people	want	to	do	or	are	willing	to	do	:

	 	 We’ll see you	tomorrow.

	 	 Perhaps	dad	will lend me	the	car.

	 	 We	use	would as	the	past	tense	of	will.

	 •	 to	talk	about	what	people	wanted	to	do	or	were	willing	to	do	:

	 	 We	had	a	terrible	night.	The	baby	wouldn’t go to	sleep.	He	kept	waking	up	and	crying.

	 	 Dad	wouldn’t lend me	the	car,	so	we	had	to	take	the	train.

	 •	 to	talk	about	something	that	we	did	often	in	the	past	because	we	wanted	to	do	it	:

	 When	they	were	children	they	used	to	spend	their	holidays	at	their	grandmother’s	at	the	seaside.	They	would get 
up early	every	morning	and	they’d have a	quick	breakfast	then	they	would run across	the	road	to	the	beach.

 Conditionals

	 We	use	will in	conditionals	with	if and	unless to	say	what	we	think	will	happen	in	the	future	or	present	:

	 I’ll give her	a	call	if	I	can	find	her	number.

	 You	won’t get in	unless	you	have	a	ticket.

	 We	use	would to	talk	about	hypotheses,	about	something	which	is	possible	but	not	real	:

	 •	 to	talk	about	the	result	or	effect	of	a	possible	situation	:

	 	 It	would be very	expensive	to	stay	in a hotel.

	 •	 In	conditionals	with	words	like	if and	what if.	In	these	sentences	the	main	verb	is	usually	in	the	past tense :

	 	 I	would give her	a	call	if	I	could find	her	number.

	 	 If	I	had the money I’d buy a	new	car.

	 	 You	would lose weight	if	you	took more	exercise.

	 	 If	he	got a	new	job	he	would probably make more	money.

	 	 What	if	he	lost his	job.	What	would happen then	?

	 	 •		 We	use	conditionals	to	give	advice :

	 	 Dan	will help you	if	you	ask	him.

	 	 Past tenses	are	more polite :

	 	 Dan	would help you	if	you	asked him.

	 	 Phrases	with	would	:

	 •	 Would you...,	would you mind (not) -ing,	for	requests	:

	 	 Would	you	carry	this	for	me	please	?

	 	 Would	you	mind	carrying	this	?

	 	 Would	you	mind	not	telling	him	that	?

	 •	 Would you like	...;	would you like to	...,	for	offers	and	invitations	:

	 	 Would	you	like	to	come	round	tomorrow	?

	 	 Would	you	like	another	drink	?

	 •		 I would like ...;	I’d like ...(you)(to)	...,	to	say	what	we	want	or	what	we	want	to	do	:

	 	 I’d	like	that	one	please.

	 	 I’d	like	to	go	home	now.

	 •		 I’d rather	...	(I	would	rather)	to	say	what	we	prefer	:

	 	 I’d	rather	have	that	one.

	 	 I’d	rather	go	home	now.
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	 •	 I would think, I would imagine, I’d guess,	to	give	an	opinion	when	we	are	not	sure	or	when	we	want	to	be	
polite	:

	 	 It’s	very	difficult	I	would	imagine.

	 	 I	would	think	that’s	the	right	answer.

nnn

CHAPTER-5
 ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE

Introduction
	 Voice	is	that	branch	of	grammar	which	studies	the	form	that	the	verb	takes	in	a	sentence	to	determine	the	status	of	

the	subject	and	the	object.

	 Voice can be studied under the following headings :

	 1. Active Voice:	A	verb	is	said	to	be	in	the	Active	Voice	when	its	subject	acts	or	when	the	emphasis	is	on	the	doer	
or	the	subject.

	 Example :	 Mohan	sang	a	song.

	 	 	 	 Here,	the	subject	Mohan	is	acting.

	 2. Passive Voice : A	verb	is	in	the	Passive	Voice	when	the	subject	is	being	acted	upon	or	when	the	emphasis	is	on	
the	object	or	the	work	done.	Here,	the	person	or	thing	denoted	by	the	subject	receives	some	action.

	 Example :	 A	song	was	sung	by	Mohan.

	 	 	 	 Here,	the	subject	is	being	acted	upon.

	 Note :		 (i)	 Voice	changes	occur	only	in	transitive	verbs.

	 	 	 (ii)	 The	perfect	continuous	form	of	all	the	three	tenses	and	future	continuous	cannot	be	changed	into	passive		
voice.

	 Examples :	 Present	:	He	has	been	doing	the	work.	(No	change	of	voice)

	 	 	 	 Past	:	He	had	been	doing	the	work.	(No	change	of	voice)

	 	 	 	 Future	:	He	will	have	been	doing	the	work.	(No	change	of	voice)

	 	 	 	 Future	Continuous	:	He	will	be	doing	the	work.	(No	change	of	voice)

	 The	reason	is	that	if	the	change	of	voice	is	done	in	these	tenses,	then	the	verb	is	to	be	used	twice	which	is	wrong.

	 Examples :	 He	has	been	doing	the	work.	(Active)

	 	 	 	 The	work	has	been	being	done	by	him.	(Passive)

	 This	is	a	wrong	sentence	as	the	verb	is	used	twice.	Similar	is	the	case	with	the	other	sentences.

	 Let	us	look	at	some	more	examples	of	active	and	passive	voice.

	 Active :	 	 Mohan	has	burnt	the	shop.

	 Passive :		 The	shop	has	been	burnt	by	Mohan.

	 Active :	 	 People	speak	English	all	over	the	world.			

	 Passive :		 English	is	spoken	all	over	the	world.

 Active :	 	 They	built	the	bridge	last	year.

	 Passive :		 The	bridge	was	built	last	year.

	 From	the	above	examples,	it	is	clear	that	we	use	active	voice	when	we	are	more	interested	in	the	doer	or	agent.	And	
we	use	passive	voice	when	we	are	more	interested	in	the	object	of	the	action.	

	 As	you	will	notice	above,	most	passive	voice	sentences	drop	the	agent	or	the	doer	either	because	it	is	not	known	or	
because	it	is	understood	and	hence	not	needed	or	also	because	it	is	not	important.

	 In	order	to	convert	active	voice	into	passive	voice,	certain	rules	need	to	be	observed.
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RULES
	 Rule 1 :	First	of	all,	the	arrangement	of	the	words	in	a	sentence	in	the	active	voice	is	changed.
	 Active Voice :	 Subject	+	Verb	+	Object
	 	 	 	 	 Mohan	read	a	book.
 Passive Voice :	 Object	+	helping	verb	+	main	verb	+	by	+	subject
	 	 	 	 	 A	book	was	read	by	Mohan.
	 Thus,	the	subject	of	the	active	voice	becomes	the	object	of	the	passive	voice.

	 Rule 2 :	Change	of	Pronoun
	 When	he	as	subject	of	active	voice	becomes	object	of	the	passive	voice,	it	changes	into	him.	Similarly,
	 She	becomes	her

	 We	become	us
	 They	become	them
	 I	become	me

	 Rule 3 :	Changes	required	under	each	tense

I. PRESENT TENSE
 (a) Present Indefinite : Assertive sentences. 

	 Here,	we	need	to	change	the	first	form	of	the	verb	into	the	third	form	and	add	‘is/am/are’	before	it,	depending	on	
the	number	and	person	of	the	subject	in	the	active	voice.	

	 The	point	becomes	clearer	from	the	following	formula.
	 Active :	 	 S	+	V	(s,	es)	+	O
	 Passive :		 O	+	is/	am/	are	+	V(III	form)	+	by	+	S
	 Examples	 *	 The	boy	makes	toys.	 (Active)
	 	 	 	 Toys	are	made	by	the	boy.	 (Passive)
	 	 	 *	 You	vex	me.	 (Active)
	 	 	 	 I	am	vexed	by	you.				 (Passive)
	 	 	 *	 She	annoys	him.				 (Active)
	 	 	 	 He	is	annoyed	by	her.				 (Passive)
	 Thus,	you	will	notice	 that	apart	 from	following	the	 first	 two	rules,	we	have	changed	the	verb	 from	the	 first	 to	

the	third	form.	We	have	also	added	‘is/am/are’	according	to	the	nature	of	the	object	in	the	active	voice	which	has	
become	the	subject	of	the	passive	voice.

	 For	transforming	interrogative	sentences	under	this	tense,	all	you	need	to	do	is,	put	‘is/am/are’	before	the	subject	
(which	was	object	in	the	active	voice)	in	the	passive	voice.	

	 We	can	also	use	the	following	formula	:
	 Active-	 Do/	Does	+	S	+	V1+	O
	 Passive-	 Is/	am/	are	+	O	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Example	 *	 Does	she	want	a	book	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 Is	a	book	wanted	by	her	?	 Passive
	 Note :	For	interrogative	sentences	of	the	active	voice	beginning	with	‘who’	the	passive	voice	will	be	formed	by	

changing	‘who’	into	by	‘whom’.
	 Active :	 who	+	S	+	V(s,	es)	+	O
	 Passive :	 by	whom	+	is/	am/	are	+	V3	?
	 Example		 Active	 Who	teaches	you	English	?
	 	 	 	 Passive	 By	whom	are	you	taught	English?
 (b) Present Continuous : Assertive sentences

	 To	get	the	passive	voice,	the	verb	is	used	in	its	third	form	and	being	is	inserted	between	is/am/are	and	the	verb.
	 For	the	above	point,	we	get	the	following	formula.
	 Active-		 S	+	is/	am/	are	+	V	ing	+	O
	 Passive-		 O+	is/	am/	are	+	being	+	V	(III	form)	+	by	+	S
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	 Example	 I	am	eating	an	egg.	 Active
	 	 	 An	egg	is	being	eaten	by	me.	 Passive
	 In	case	of	an	interrogative	sentence,	‘is/am/are’	will	be	placed	before	the	subject.
	 Active-	 is/	am/	are	+	S	+	V	ing	+	O
	 Passive-	 is/	am/	are	+	O	+	being	+	V3+	by	+	S
	 Example	 Am	I	eating	an	egg	?	 Active
	 	 	 Is	an	egg	being	eaten	by	me	?	 Passive

	 (c) Present Perfect :		Here,	been	is	put	between	has/have	and	verb	(third	form)	in	a	passive	voice	sentence.
	 	 We	get	the	following	formula	for	the	above	point.	
	 Active-		 S	+	has/	have	+	V3	+	O
	 Passive-		 O	+	has/	have	+	been	+	V	+	by	+	S
	 Example	 Sita	has	eaten	the	fruit.	 Active
	 	 	 The	fruit	has	been	eaten	by	Sita.	 Passive
	 Formula for Present Perfect : Interrogative Active
	 Active-	 has/	have	+	S	+	V3	+	O
	 Passive-	 has/	have	+	O	+	been	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Active-	 who	+	has/	have	+	V3	+	O
	 Passive-	 by	whom	+	O	+	been	+	V3
	 Examples	 *	 Have	you	seen	the	play	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 Has	the	play	been	seen	by	you	?	 Passive
	 	 	 *	 Who	has	written	this	letter	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 By	whom	has	this	letter	been	written	?	 Passive

II. PAST TENSE
	 The	rules	for	transforming	the	past	tense	active	voice	sentences	are	the	same	as	that	for	the	present	tense	with	

necessary	modifications.
	 Formulas for the past tenses are :
	 (a) Past Indefinite
	 Active-	 S	+	V2	+	O
	 Passive-	 O	+	was/	were	+V3+	by	+	S
	 Interrogative
	 Active-	 Did	+	S	+	V1	+	O
	 Passive-		 Was/Were	+	O	+	V3+by	+	S
	 Examples	 *	 I	read	the	book.	 Active
	 	 	 	 The	book	was	read	by	me.	 Passive
	 	 	 *	 Did	you	write	a	letter	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 Was	a	letter	written	by	you	?	 Passive
	 (b) Past Continuous
	 Active-	 S	+	was/	were	+	V	ing	+	O
	 Passive-	 O	+	was/	were	+	being	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Interrogative
	 Active-	 Was/	Were	+	S	+	V	ing	+	O
	 Passive-	 Was/	Were	+	O	+	being	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Examples	 *	 They	were	playing	football.	 Active
	 	 	 	 		 Football	was	being	played	by	them.	 Passive
	 	 	 	 *	 Was	he	reading	the	newspaper	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 		 Was	the	newspaper	being	read	by	him	?	 Passive

	 (c) Past Perfect

	 Active-	 S	+	had	+	V3	+	by	+	O

	 Passive-	 O	+	had	+	been	+	V3+	by	+S
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	 Interrogative
	 Active-	 Had	+	S	+	V3	+	O
	 Passive-	 Had	+	O	+	been	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Examples	 *	 I	had	read	the	book.	 Active
	 	 	 	 The	book	had	been	read	by	me.	 	Passive
	 	 	 *	 Had	she	bought	new	book	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 Had	new	book	been	bought	by	her	?	 Passive

III. FUTURE TENSE
 (a) Future Indefinite : 

	 For	transforming	an	active	voice	sentence	under	this	tense	into	passive	voice,	the	verb	is	used	in	its	third	form	and	
be	is	inserted	between	will	and	the	verb.

	 The formula for this point will be
	 Active-	 S	+	will/	shall	+	V1	+	O
	 Passive-	 O	+	will/	shall	+	be	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Interrogative
	 Active-	 Will/	Shall	+	S	+	V1	+	O
	 Passive-	 Will/	Shall	+	O	+	be	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Examples	 *	 I	will	write	a	book.	 Active
	 	 	 	 A	book	will	be	written	by	me.	 Passive
	 	 	 *	 Will	they	wash	clothes	in	the	evening	?	 Active
	 	 	 	 Will	clothes	be	washed	by	them	in	the	evening	?	Passive
	 In	the	case	of	an	interrogative	sentence,	the	change	is	the	same	for	the	active	as	for	the	passive,	i.e.	will	is	placed	

before	the	subject.
	 Example	 *	 Will	I	write	a	book	?			 Active
	 	 	 	 Will	a	book	be	written	by	me?			 Passive

	 (b) Future Perfect

	 In	the	passive	voice,	under	this	tense	been	is	inserted	between	have	and	the	verb.
	 Active :	 S	+	will/	shall	+	have	+	V3	+	O
	 Passive :	 O	+	will/	shall	+	have	+	been	+	V3	+	by	+	S
	 Example	 *	 I	will	have	written	a	book.	 Active
	 	 	 	 A	book	will	have	been	written	by	me.	 Passive
	 Interrogatives	are	obtained	only	by	putting	‘will/shall’	before	the	subject.

nnn

SECTION-C : LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS
HORNBILL

CHAPTER-1 
   THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY 
	 —Khushwant Singh

Introduction
The	Portrait	of	a	Lady	is	an	autobiography	by	Khushwant	Singh.	It	is	a	perception	of	Khushwant	Singh’s	grandmother.	
Khushwant	Singh	recalls	his	grandmother	as	an	eternally	old	lady.	She	was	an	extremely	religious	person.	It	was	
difficult	for	him	to	believe	that	once	she	too	was	young	and	pretty	like	other	women.

The	stories	about	her	childhood	games	were	like	fairy	tales	to	him.
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Summary
Appearance of Grandmother

She	was	 short,	 fat	 and	slightly	 stooped	 in	 stature.	Her	 silvery	white	hair	used	 to	 scatter	on	her	wrinkled	 face.	
Khushwant	Singh	remembers	her	hobbling	around	the	house	in	spotless	white	clothes	with	one	hand	resting	on	
her	waist	to	balance	her	stoop	and	the	other	busy	in	telling	the	beads	of	her	rosary.	

Religious and Kind Hearted

Her	lips	constantly	moved	in	inaudible	prayers.	Possibly	she	was	not	beautiful	in	worldly	sense	but	she	looked	
extremely	beautiful	with	the	peacefulness,	serenity	and	the	contentment	her	countenance	displayed.	

Life in Village

Khushwant’s	relationship	with	his	grandmother	went	through	several	changes	when	he	was	a	small	boy.	In	the	
first	stage	Khushwant	lived	in	a	village	with	her	as	his	parents	were	looking	for	the	opportunity	to	settle	down	in	
the	city.	In	village	grandmother	took	care	of	all	the	needs	of	the	child.	She	was	quite	active	and	agile.	She	woke	him	
up	in	the	morning,	got	him	ready	for	the	school,	plastered	his	wooden	slate,	prepared	his	breakfast,	and	escorted	
him	to	the	school.	They	fed	street	dogs	with	stale	chapattis	on	their	way	to	school	which	was	a	great	fun	for	them.	
She	helped	him	in	his	lessons	also.	It	was	her	domain	and	she	was	the	queen	of	her	Kingdom.	In	this	period	she	
was	the	sole	unchallenged	guardian,	mentor,	and	creator	of	the	child	Khushwant.	

Turning Point in the Relationship

The	turning	point	came	in	their	relationship	when	they	came	to	city	to	stay	with	Khushwant’s	parents.	 In	city	
Khushwant	joined	an	English	School	and	started	to	go	to	school	in	a	motor	bus.	Here	the	role	of	his	grandmother	
in	his	bringing	up	was	curtailed	a	little	bit.	Now,	she	could	not	accompany	him	to	the	school.	Despite	taking	lot	
of	 interest	 in	his	studies	she	could	not	help	him	in	his	 lessons	because	he	was	learning	English,	 law	of	gravity,	
Archimedes’	principle	and	many	more	such	things	which	she	could	not	understand	and	this	made	her	unhappy.	
She	found	herself	at	 loss.	One	more	thing	which	disturbed	her	a	lot	was	that	the	kids	were	not	learning	about	
God	and	scriptures	in	the	school.	Instead	they	were	given	music	lessons	which	was	not	an	honourable	thing	in	
her	opinion.	To	her	music	was	not	meant	for	gentle	folk.	It	was	meant	for	beggars	and	prostitutes	only.	She	highly	
disapproved	this	and	as	she	could	not	change	it,	she	was	dismayed	and	withdrew	herself	to	some	extent.	Perhaps	
she	had	realized	that	in	the	makeover	of	the	child	her	role	was	finished	and	this	very	thought	saddened	her	most.	

After	finishing	the	school,	Khushwant	went	to	a	university.	He	was	given	a	separate	room.	The	common	link	of	
their	friendship	was	snapped.	His	grandmother	confined	herself	to	a	self-imposed	seclusion.	She	spent	most	of	her	
time	in	reciting	prayers	and	by	sitting	beside	her	spinning	wheel.	She	rarely	talked	to	anyone.	The	only	recreation	
for	her	was	in	the	afternoon	when	she	relaxed	for	a	while	to	feed	the	sparrows.	As	a	kind-hearted	person,	in	village	
she	used	to	feed	street	dogs,	here	in	city,	she	focused	on	birds	and	they	too	became	very	friendly	with	her.	This	was	
the	phase	when	she	found	herself	totally	isolated	and	aloof	but	she	braved	this	isolation	with	grace	and	dignity.	

Khushwant’s	 grandmother	was	 a	 strong	 character.	 She	 had	 always	 restrained	 herself	 from	demonstrating	 her	
emotions.	He	recalls	that	when	he	went	abroad	for	further	studies	his	grandmother	was	there	to	see	him	off	on	
railway	station	quite	calm	busy	telling	the	beads	of	her	rosary	and	reciting	prayers	as	always.	When	he	came	back	
after	five	years	he	found	her	more	and	more	religious	and	more	and	more	self-contained.	She	spent	still	more	time	
in	prayers	and	spinning	the	wheel.

Pastime in City

Feeding	the	birds,	spinning	the	wheel	and	saying	her	prayers	in	city	was	her	only	happy	pastime.	But,	just	the	day	
before	her	death	for	the	first	time	she	broke	this	routine	and	gave	up	her	prayers.	That	day,	she	sang	the	songs	of	
the	home	coming	of	the	warriors	on	a	withered	drum,	along	with	the	ladies	of	neighbourhood,	in	order	to	celebrate	
her	grandson’s	return	from	abroad.	Next	morning	she	got	ill.	Although	the	doctor	said	it	was	a	mild	fever	and	
would	go	away,	she	could	foresee	that	her	end	was	near.	She	was	upset	that	she	omitted	her	prayers	just	before	the	
final	departure	from	the	world.	She	did	not	want	to	waste	any	more	time	talking	to	anybody.	She	lay	peacefully	in	
her	bed	praying	and	telling	the	beads,	till	her	lips	stopped	moving	and	rosary	fell	from	her	lifeless	fingers.	

Result of Love and Affection - Sparrows Mourning her Death

To	mourn	her	death,	hundreds	of	sparrows	flew	in	and	sat	scattered	around	her	body	in	utter	silence.	They	even	
ignored	the	bread	crumbs	thrown	for	them	by	Khushwant’s	mother.	They	only	flew	away	after	the	corpse	was	
carried	away	for	last	rites.

nnn
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CHAPTER-2
“WE’RE NOT  AFRAID TO  DIE... 

      IF WE  CAN ALL BE  TOGETHER” 
	 —Gordon Cook & Alan East

Introduction
This	chapter	signifies	the	meaning	of	its	title.	It	is	a	fact	that	if	people	can	gather	together	they	can	face	any	kind	of	
danger.	It	is	interesting	to	read	how	the	family	of	the	narrator	duplicates	the	round	the	world	voyage	successfully.

Summary
 Dream Came True
	 A 37 year old businessman and his family had dreamt of sailing in the wake of the famous explorer Captain James Cook and for 

the past sixteen years the members of the family had spent all their leisure time honing their sea-faring skills in British waters. 
The narrator, his wife Mary, son Jonathan 6, daughter Suzanne (Sue) 7, set sail from Plymouth, England to duplicate the round 
the-world voyage earlier made by Captain James Cook. 

 First Leg Covered
	 The first leg of 1 ,05,000 kms spanning over three year/passed pleasantly from the west coast of Africa to Cape Town. They 

took two crewmen, American Larry Vigil and Swiss Herb Seigler to tackle the roughest sea, the Southern Indian Ocean. 
 Change in Weather
 On the second day out of Cape Town, they faced strong gales and the waves began to rise high. Their size upto 15 metres 

alarmed them. They were at East of Cape Town on Dec. 25, 3500 kms away. Despite bad weather they celebrated Christmas. 
New Year’s Day saw no improvement in weather and it changed from bad to worse. 

 Got Prepared for the Disaster                                                                                  
 At dawn on January 2, the waves were huge. As their ship rose to the top of each wave they could see endless enormous seas 

rolling towards them. They dropped the storm jib to slow the boat down. Then they double-lashed everything and went 
through their life raft drill, put on oil-skins and life jackets and waited for the worst. 

 The Worst Came
 The first indication of the coming disaster came at about 6.00 pm. The wind dropped and the sky got dark. A huge wave like 

a cloud came over the ship. The roar became a thunder as it struck the ship. The deck shook. A torrent of sea water broke over 
the ship. The narrator’s head smashed onto the wheel. He accepted the approaching death and started losing consciousness.

 Sailors’ Struggle
 The narrator’s head rose out of the water. He saw Wavewalker capsizing. Then a huge wave turned her upright. The narrator 

caught the guard rails. Waves tossed him. His ribs cracked and his mouth was full with blood and broken teeth. The water was 
everywhere. But he did not leave the wheel to investigate. 

 Fear of Sinking
	 Suddenly the front hatch was thrown open and Mary appeared. She cried that they were drowning. Larry and Herb were 

pumping like mad men. The broken things lay scattered here and there. The narrator swam to the children’s cabin and asked 
if they were all right. They said they were, though Sue had a bump above her eyes. The narrator took a hammer, screws and 
canvas. They put canvas over the gaping holes, some water was deflected. The debris had started to block the hand pumps. 
The electric pump had stopped working. The narrator worked with the help of another hand pump. They were not getting any 
replies to their May Day calls. 

 Search for an Island
 On January 3, the water level had come under control. The boat’s main rib frames had nearly broken down. They had survived 

for 15 hours since the waves hit. The narrator checked the charts and found that there were two small islands a few hundred 
kms to the east. The boat wouldn’t take them to Australia in that broken condition. One island was Ile Amsterdam. On January 
4, after 36 hours of continuous pumping they had drained out the water. Now they were heading for Ile Amsterdam island. 
They ate their first meal in almost two days with corned beef and cracker biscuits. But their respite was short lived. At 4.00 pm 
black clouds began building up behind them. Within the hour the wind was back to 40 knots and the seas were getting higher. 
The weather continued to deteriorate throughout the night and by dawn on January 5, their situation was again desperate. 
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 Hoping for Relief
 The narrator went in to comfort the children. John asked if they were dying. He assured them that they would make out. 

But John added that they were not afraid of dying if they could be all together. The narrator took every care to protect the 
undamaged part of the hull with heavy nylon rope and plastic barrels of paraffin. 

 Wavewalker riding out the storm 
	 Wavewalker rode out of the storm b y morning of January 6. The narrator tried to get a reading on the sextant. He found that 

they were some where looking for a 65 km wide island. When he was thinking, Sue came to him with a card she had made 
which had caricatures of the narrator and made him laugh. She had written message inside. It was : ‘How I love you both’. 

 A Ray of Hope
 The narrator checked and rechecked the calculations. They had lost their main compass. He had been using the spare one. At 

about 2.00 pm he went on the deck and asked Larry to steer a course of 185 degrees. He expected to see the island at about 5 
pm. Then he went below with a heavy heart and dozed off till 6.00 pm. 

 Narrator Cheered up by Children
	 The narrator woke up. Jonathan came and asked if he could have a hug. He asked the reason and Jonathan added that he was 

the best daddy and the best captain in the whole world. Sue added that he was as he had found the island. It was in front of 
them. 

 Achieved the Goal ‘Ile Amsterdam’
 He rushed on the deck and looked at the outline of ‘Ile Amsterdam’. It was only a bleak piece of volcanic rock with little 

vegetation. It was the most beautiful island in the world. All the 28 inhabitants of the island welcomed and cheered them as 
they landed on the shore. 

 Narrator Thinking About Crewmen
	 With the land under his feet again, the narrator thought of his crewmen Harry and Herbic who were optimistic under the 

stress and fought with the odds successfully. He also thought of Mary who fought with courage and did not lose hope. He also 
thought of Sue with a head injury and Jonathan who was not afraid to die.

nnn

CHAPTER-3
 DISCOVERING TUT : THE SAGA CONTINUES 
	 —A. R. Williams

Introduction
Tut	died	more	than	3300	years	ago.	He	was	the	last	teen-aged	ruler	of	a	powerful	family	that	had	ruled	Egyptian	
empire	for	centuries.	He	ruled	for	about	nine	years	and	then	died	unexpectedly.	His	tomb	was	discovered	and	
investigated	in	1922	by	the	British	archaeologist,	Howard	Carter.	Later	it	was	taken	out	again	for	CT	scan	to	solve	
the	mystery	of	his	death.	The	mummy	was	scanned	after	a	thousand	years	to	find	a	cause	of	its	untimely	death	
but	technology	hasn’t	been	able	to	give	us	a	definite	answer	to	Tut’s	death.	However,	it	has	given	us	a	direction	to	
think	and	proceed.	

Summary
Tutankhamun,	the	11th	Pharaoh	of	the	18th	dynasty	of	Ancient	Egypt	is	famous	due	to	the	discovery	of	his	completely	
intact	tomb	by	the	British	archaeologist	Howard	Carter	in	1922.

Family History 

Tut	was	a	teen	aged	heir	to	the	royal	throne	of	Egypt.	The	family	had	ruled	Egypt	for	centuries.	But	Tut	died	young.	
He	was	the	last	of	the	family	line.	His	father	or	grandfather	Amenhotep-III	was	a	powerful	Pharaoh	who	ruled	for	
almost	40	years.	His	son,	Amenhotop-IV	succeeded	him	but	he	shocked	the	country	by	attacking	Amun,	a	major	
God,	smashing	his	images	and	closing	all	his	temples.	His	family	had	ruled	for	centuries	before	the	boy	King,	Tut	
took	over.	However,	Tut	ruled	for	nine	years	and	then	died	unexpectedly.	

Howard Carter’s Investigations

Centuries	passed.	In	the	year	1920,	an	archaeologist,	Howard	Carter,	discovered	his	tomb	after	3300	hundred	years	
of	Tut’s	burial.	Carter	was	a	British	citizen	and	therefore	he	didn’t	have	the	beliefs	of	the	Egyptians.	The	Egyptians	
never	tried	to	go	near	Tut’s	tomb	because	they	had	feared	that	going	near	Tut’s	tomb	was	disastrous.	It	could	invite	
the	Pharaoh’s	curse!	Like	other	British	Citizens,	Carter	also	believed	that	this	was	just	a	superstition	to	keep	thieves	
away	from	the	tomb	and	from	the	enormous	wealth	buried	with	the	little	Pharaoh.	Anyway	Carter	was	not	scared.	
He	decided	to	take	Tut’s	body	out.



38  ] Oswaal CBSE Chapterwise & Topicwise Revision Notes, ENGLISH CORE, Class – XI

Carter took out the body after severing it 

But	taking	Tut’s	body	wasn’t	that	easy.	Carter	and	his	team	broke	the	three	gold	coffins	one	after	the	other.	Finally,	
they	broke	the	innermost	coffin	and	saw	the	dried,	hard	body	of	Tut.	It	was	really	wonderful	to	see	the	dead	body	
of	a	3300	year	old	mummy	and	to	know	for	sure	that	his	name	was	Tutankhamun.	He	then	decided	to	take	the	
body	out	of	the	coffin	but	soon	realized	that	it	was	not	so	easy	because	the	body	had	got	hardened	with	the	resins	
and	separating	the	body	from	the	coffin	was	impossible.	But	Carter	could	not	think	of	leaving	the	body	there.	He	
feared	the	thieves	could	destroy	the	mummy	for	stealing	the	valuable	wealth	inside,	so	Carter	decided	to	cut	Tut’s	
body	into	pieces.

Missing Bone

After	some	years,	probably	after	Carter’s	death,	a	doctor	performed	an	X-ray	and	found	out	that	one	of	Tut’s	bones	
was	missing	from	his	reassembled	body.	How	did	it	happen	?	No	one	knew!	Years	passed	and	archaeologists	and	
scientists	performed	a	number	of	studies	and	experiments.

Tuts Mummy Scanned

Today,	CT	scan	takes	hundreds	of	X-rays	and	creates	a	three	dimensional	image	of	the	body.	Tut’s	mummy	was	
put	into	a	CT	scanner	on	5th	January,	2005	to	answer	two	questions	–	How	did	he	die?	and	how	old	was	he	at	the	
time	of	death?	King	Tut	was	one	of	the	first	mummies	to	be	scanned	in	death	as	in	life.	The	process	took	less	than	
three	hours.	The	Pharaoh	was	taken	back	in	the	tomb	again.	The	CT	scan	dispelled	all	doubts.	Nothing	had	gone	
seriously	wrong.	Tut	is	resting	in	peace	in	his	tomb	in	the	valley	of	the	departed	Kings	of	Egypt.

The	modern	world	has	turned	impossibilities	to	possibilities.	William’s	report	gives	an	insight	into	this.	The	mummy	
scanned	after	a	thousand	years	has	opened	new	avenues	regarding	the	cause	of	its	death	but	technology	hasn’t	
been	able	to	give	us	a	definite	answer	to	Tut’s	death.	However,	it	has	given	us	a	direction	to	think	and	proceed.	
Maybe	in	future,	technology	would	solve	it	for	us.

nnn

CHAPTER-4
   LANDSCAPE OF THE SOUL 
	 —Nathalie Trouveroy

Introduction
 ‘Landscape of the soul’ compares the Chinese view of art to the European view with examples. Viewing any piece of creative 

art is actually a landscape of  one’s soul. The classical Chinese painters do not intend to produce an exact copy of the landscape. 
They want their viewers to see the spirit behind their work. It is conceptual that is painted. But the European artists try to create 
a perfect imitation.

Summary
 ‘Story of a Chinese Painting
 There is a wonderful story about the painter Wu Daozi who lived in the eighth century. His last painting was a landscape 

and the Tang Emperor Xuanzong commissioned it to decorate a palace wall. The Emperor admired the scene of forests, water 
falls, clouds etc. The painter requested the Emperor to look in the cave in the painting in which there lived a spirit. The painter 
clapped. The cave opened. He entered it to show its inside to the Emperor. But the door closed behind him. Before the Emperor 
realised what had happened, the painting vanished from the wall. Nothing was seen later of the painter. 

 Stories Important in Chinese Education

 Such stories played an important part in China’s classical education. The books of Confucius and Zhuangzi are full of them. 
They reveal the spirit of the art. There is another story also about a painter. He did not draw the eye of a dragon that he had 
painted. Why ?

 European Stories

 The story about Quinten Metsys explains European appreciations of perfect imitation in art. Quinten Metsys was a blacksmith 
who loved a painter’s daughter. The painter was reluctant to accept a blacksmith as his son-in-law. One day Metsys stole in to 
the artists studio and painted a fly on his latest panel. It was such a perfect imitation that the artist took it for real. He agreed 
to give away his daughter to Metsys who later became a great artist. 
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 Comparison Between Chinese and European Paintings

 In the Chinese story the Emperor commissions a painting and appreciates its outer appearance. But the artist shows the true 
meaning of his work. A classical Chinese landscape does not reproduce an actual view as a western figurative painting would 
do. The European painter wants you to borrow his eyes and look at the painting through him. The Chinese painting is not so. 
You can enter it from any point.

 The Horizontal Scroll

	 This is even more true in the case of the horizontal scroll. It adds a dimension of time which is unknown in any form of 
painting. It also requires the active participation of the viewer which is both physical and mental. The Chinese painter wants 
you to enter to his mind. The landscape is spiritual and conceptual.

 Shanshui—Masculin and Feminine Aspects

 The	concept	is	expressed	as	Shanshui	meaning	‘mountain	water’	which	represents	“landscape”.	These	two	images	
represent	two	complementary	poles	reflecting	the	Daoist	view	of	the	universe.	The	mountain	is	Yang—reaching	
vertically	 towards	Heaven	and	 is	 stable,	warm	and	dry	 in	 the	 sun,	while	 the	water	 is	Yin.	 It	 is	horizontal	and	
is	 resting	on	 the	Earth.	 It	 is	 fluid,	moist	 and	 cool.	 The	 interaction	of	Yin	 feminine	 aspects	 of	universal	 energy	
and	Yang,	masculine	aspect,	 is	 fundamental	notion	of	Daoism.	The	 third	essential	 element,	 the	middle	void	 is	
overlooked	where	their	interaction	takes	place.

 Yin, Yang and Pranyama
	 This	can	be	compared	with	the	Yogic	practice	of	Pranayama.	It	is	:	breathe	in,	and	breathe	out.	The	suspension	of	

breath	is	the	void	where	meditation	occurs.	The	middle	voids	essential.	“Nothing	can	happen	without	it.”	Hence	
the	importance	of	the	white	unpainted	space	in	Chinese	landscape.

 Man’s Role
	 These	 lies	Man’s	 fundamental	 role.	 In	between	Heaven	and	Earth,	he	becomes	 the	 conduit	of	 communication	

between	both	poles	of	the	universe.	His	presence	is	essential.	He	is	the	eye	of	the	landscape”.
 Out-sider art
 French	painter	Jean	Dubuffet	originated	the	concept	of	out-sider	art.	It	 is	described	as	outsider	art	because	it	 is	

produced	by	people	who	had	no	formal	training,	yet	show	their	talent	and	artistic	insight.
 Nek Chand’s Contribution
 Around	the	1940s	in	India,	an	untutored	genius	was	creating	‘paradise’.	He	made	himself	a	garden	culpted	with	

stone	and	recycled	waste	material.	Now	it	is	called	the	‘Rock	Garden	at	Chandigarh	of	Nek	Chand.	Eighty	year	old	
creator-director	is	India’s	biggest	contribution	to	‘outsider	art’.	The	50th	issue	(Spring	2005)	of	‘Raw	Vision	Magazine’	
of	England	features	Nek	Chand	and	his	Rock	Garden	sculptor	‘women	try	the	waterfall’	on	its	anniversary	issue’s	
cover.

 Nek Chand Honoured
	 The	notion	of	‘art	brut’	or	‘raw	art’	is	the	works	which	are	or	were	in	their	raw	state	without	any	cultural	or	artistic	

influences.	Anything	from	a	tin	to	a	broken	cup	could	be	material	for	a	work	of	art.	The	Swiss	Commission	for	
UNESCO	will	honour	Nek	Chand	 through	an	exposition	of	his	works.	The	 five-month	 interactive	 show	 titled	
“Realm	of	Nek	Chand”	beginning	October	will	be	held	at	leading	museums	in	Switzerland,	Belgium,	France	and	
Italy.	

nnn

CHAPTER-5 
THE AILING PLANET : THE GREEN 

    MOVEMENT’S ROLE 
	 — Nani Palkhivala 

Introduction
The	chapter	comments	on	the	deteriorating	condition	of	our	planet.	It	speaks	about	the	problems	faced	by	our	
planet	and	reasons	for	its	poor	condition	and	the	changing	view	of	the	world	for	the	planet.
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Summary
The Green Movement
The	 author	 begins	 by	 commenting	 on	 the	 great	 attention	 received	 by	 the	Green	Movement	 that	 began	 some	
25	years	ago.	The	world’s	 first	nationwide	Green	party	was	founded	in	New	Zealand	in	the	year	1972	and	the	
movement	has	been	a	great	success	since	then.

A change in the human perception
A	revolutionary	change	has	come	in	the	perception	of	the	human	beings	bringing	in	a	 ‘”holistic	and	ecological	
view’	of	the	world.	There	has	been	a	shift	from	the	understanding	developed	by	Copernicus	to	the	people’s	belief	
that	the	earth	is	a	living	organism	whose	needs	must	be	respected	and	preserved	by	us.	According	to	the	writer,	
our	earth	is	like	a	‘patient	in	declining	health,’.	Thus,	we	have	to	realise	our	ethical	responsibility	of	guarding	the	
planet.

Sustainable Development
The	World	Commission	on	Environment	and	Development	propagated	the	concept	of	‘sustainable	development’	
in	1987.	Sustainable	development	calls	for	a	well-balanced	development,	so	as	to	meet	the	demands	of	the	present	
and	not	to	deprive	our	future	generations	from	the	natural	world	of	resources.

Man and the other living-species
Man	has	been	considered	as	the	most	dangerous	being	on	the	planet.	However,	due	to	the	efforts	of	a	number	of	
agencies	all	over	the	world,	man	is	learning	to	live	in	harmony	with	the	other	living	species	on	the	planet.	Man’s	
existence	is	shifted	from	the	system	of	domination	to	that	of	partnership.

The depletion of the principal biological systems
There	are	still	many	millions	of	living	species	that	have	not	been	catalogued.	The	author	mentions	the	ecological	
concern	pointed	out	by	Mr.	Lester	R.	Brown	in	his	book	‘The	Golden	Economic	Prospect’.	Mr.	Brown	points	out	four	
principal	biological	systems	–	fisheries,	forests,	grasslands	and	croplands.	These	form	the	foundation	of	the	global	
economic	system	as	they	supply	food	and	provide	raw	materials	for	industries	except	minerals	and	petroleum-
derived	synthetics.
The	 demand	 of	 the	 human	 beings	 on	 these	 systems	 is	 increasing	 to	 such	 an	 ‘unsustainable’	 extent	 that	 the	
productivity	of	these	systems	is	being	hampered.	The	excessive	demand	has	resulted	in	deterioration	and	depletion	
of	resources	leading	to	the	breakdown	of	fisheries,	disappearance	of	forests,	deterioration	of	croplands	and	turning	
of	grasslands	into	barren	lands.

Deforestation
The	forests	are	being	destroyed	in	large	proportions	to	obtain	firewood	in	poor	countries.	Depletion	of	tropical	
forests	has	led	to	the	extinction	of	several	species.	In	fact,	the	tropical	forests	or	‘the	powerhouse	of	evolution’	are	
eroding	at	the	rate	of	forty	to	fifty	million	acres	per	year.	Besides,	the	increasing	use	of	dung	for	burning	deprives	
the	soil	of	important	natural	fertilizers.
According	to	our	Parliament’s	Estimates	Committee,	a	near	‘catastrophic	depletion’	has	been	marked	in	the	number	
of	the	forests	of	India	over	the	last	four	decades.	Ironically,	article	48	A	of	the	Indian	Constitution	states	that	the	
state	shall	protect	and	improve	the	environment	and	safeguard	the	forests	and	wildlife	of	the	country.	However,	
India	is	losing	its	forests	at	the	rate	of	3.7	million	acres	a	year.	The	condition	of	the	environment	is	‘critical’	as	per	a	
study	conducted	by	the	United	Nations.

The problem of over-population
One	of	the	major	factors	adding	to	the	deforming	future	of	the	human	society	is	the	fast-growing	world’s	population.	
The	 present	world’s	 population	 is	 estimated	 at	 5.7	 billion.	With	 this	 ever-increasing	 population,	 development	
seems	a	far-fetched	dream.
As	per	the	author,	the	best	contraceptive	to	control	the	population	is	development.	Voluntary	family	planning	with	
an	element	of	coercion	is	the	only	alternative.	Rise	in	income,	spread	of	education	and	improved	health	would	lead	
to	fall	in	fertility.	Population	and	poverty	are	directly	proportional	to	each	other.	Thus,	control	of	the	population	
should	be	our	top-most	priority.

Era of Responsibility
The	 author	 now	 re-mentions	 the	 ‘holistic	 view’	 of	 the	 basis	 of	 our	 existence.	 He	 points	 that	 it	 is	 an	 ‘Era	 of	
Responsibility’	that	calls	tor	‘seeing	the	world	as	an	integrated	whole	rather	than	a	dissociated	collection	of	parts’.	
Industry	plays	an	important	role	in	this	responsibility.	Excellence	in	environmental	performance	is	required	for	the	
manufacturers	to	continue	their	existence.	Our	earth	belongs	as	much	to	the	future	generation	as	much	to	us.	We	
should	soon	realise	our	duty	towards	our	planet	and	should	not	treat	it	solely	as	our	property.	
The	chapter	concludes	with	the	beautiful	lines	of	Mr.	Lester	Brown,	“We	have	not	inherited	this	earth	from	our	
forefathers;	we	have	borrowed	it	from	our	children”.

nnn
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CHAPTER-6 
   THE BROWNING VERSION 
	 — Terence Rattigan 

Introduction
This	is	an	excerpt	from	a	play	from	Rattigan’s	book	‘The	Browning	Version,’	translated	by	Robert	Browning.	The	
scene	is	set	in	a	school.	Taplow	a	boy	of	sixteen	is	a	pupil	of	teacher	named	Crocker	Harris.	He	has	come	for	extra	
work.	He	is	expecting	his	results	the	next	day.	Mr.	Harris	has	not	arrived	because	it	is	his	last	day	at	school	and	he	
is	very	busy.	Mr.	Frank	is	a	young	teacher.	When	he	comes,	he	finds	Taplow	waiting.	They	fall	into	conversation.	
The	conversation	between	Taplow	and	Frank	gives	the	reader	an	insight	into	the	characters	of	teachers	as	well	as	
students.	Taplow	reveals	what	type	of	teacher	Crocker	Harris	is.	Frank	also	reveals	himself.	He	is	very	different	
from	Crocker	Harris.

He	encourages	Taplow	to	mimic	Crocker	Harris.	This	small	excerpt	shows	the	mutual	jealousy	between	teachers.	

Summary
Taplow comes to Crocker Harris

This	play	is	a	story	of	two	school	masters	and	a	student	named	Taplow.	Taplow,	a	boy	of	16,	comes	in	to	do	extra	
work	for	Mr.	Crocker	Harris.	Mr.	Harris	is	not	there	but	the	other	teacher	Mr.	Frank	arrives.	

Franks conversation with Taplow 

Frank	asks	Taplow	many	questions	about	him.	He	learns	that	Taplow	is	in	the	lower	fifth	and	is	waiting	for	his	
‘remove’	to	be	announced	the	next	day.	Results	have	been	prepared	and	fate	of	students	has	already	been	decided.	
Infact	most	students	know	whether	they	have	been	promoted	to	the	next	class	or	not.	He	finds	that	in	case	Taplow’s	
‘remove’	is	favourable,	he	intends	to	opt	for	science	in	the	next	class.	He	sees	that	the	boy	is	a	little	bitter	for	having	
to	come	for	extra	work	on	the	last	day	of	school.	He	likes	Taplow’s	imitation	of	Mr.	Crocker	Harris	but	does	not	like	
to	show	his	feelings	to	Taplow.	On	the	other	hand,	he	rebukes	Taplow	and	asks	him	to	read	his	Greek	play.	

Then,	he	suggests	that	Taplow	could	go	back	because	Mr.	Crocker	Harris	was	already	late.	Seeing	that	Taplow	is	
shocked	at	the	suggestion,	he	admits	that	he	feels	envious	of	Mr.	Harris	for	keeping	his	students	scared.	He	asks	
Taplow	if	Mr.	Harris	beats	his	students.	

Taplows opinion about Crocker Harris

Taplow	denies	and	says	that	Mr.	Harris	is	not	a	sadist	still.	Taplow	admits	that	he	is	more	frightening	than	those	
teachers	who	beat.	And	yet,	there	is	something	that	Taplow	likes	about	Mr.	Harris.	He	considers	Mr.	Harris	very	
special	as	he	seems	to	have	no	feelings.	Unlike	other	teachers	he	is	not	pleased	when	he	is	praised	or	liked.	Despite	
this	Taplow	loves	Crocker.	

Millie Crocker Harris appears

While	 they	were	 talking,	Millie	Crocker	Harris	 comes	 in.	 It	 is	 a	 few	 seconds	before	 the	other	 two	noticed	her	
presence.	Taplow	feels	uneasy	as	he	thinks	that	Millie	has	perhaps	heard	him	talking	ill	of	her	husband.	She	gives	
Taplow	a	medical	prescription	and	asks	him	to	get	it	made	up	from	the	chemist.	At	first,	he	is	reluctant	to	go	fearing	
that	Mr.	Harris	might	get	angry	in	case	he	comes	in	Taplow’s	absence.	When	Millie	says	that	she	will	take	the	blame,	
he	goes	and	the	play	comes	to	an	end.

nnn
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CHAPTER-7 
     THE ADVENTURE 
	 — Jayant Narlikar 

Introduction
 The story ‘The Adventure’ belongs to a science fiction. Professor Gangadhar Pant Gaitonde finds himself in a strange world. 

No doubt he is in Pune, but the facts do not agree with history. He decides to go to Bombay and consult history books. Bombay 
is not what he expected to find it. East India Company is still ruling there. According to the history known to him, the East 
India Company was wound up just after the events of 1857. He goes to the library and finds the answer. The events took a 
different course after the battle of Panipat. The Marathas had won the battle, not lost it.

Summary
 Professor Pant goes to Deshpande

	 Professor	Gangadhar	Pant	goes	to	his	physicist	friend	Rajendra	Deshpande	and	asks	him	to	explain	what	he	has	
been	feeling	and	experiencing.	He	gave	the	following	narrative.

	 A Surprising Landmark
	 Professor	Pant	or	Gaitonde,	as	he	was	called,	travelled	from	Pune	to	Bombay	by	Jijamata	Express.	On	the	train,	

he	met	Mr.	Khan	who	was	bound	for	Peshawar.	Gaitonde	had	come	to	Bombay	for	the	first	time.	As	he	emerged	
from	the	station,	he	saw	a	big	building.	He	was	surprised	to	see	the	writing	on	the	building.	It	indicated	that	it	was	
the	headquarters	of	the	East	India	Company.	He	had	read	that	East	India	Company	had	been	wound	up	after	the	
events	of	1857.	

	 Battle of Panipat
	 He	walked	along	Hornby	Road.	Then	he	turned	right	along	Home	Street	and	entered	Forbe’s	building.	There,	he	

told	the	receptionist	that	he	wished	to	meet	Mr.	Vinay	Gaitonde.	The	receptionist,	however,	told	him	that	there	
was	no	one	of	that	name	in	the	office.	From	there,	he	went	to	Town	Hall	which	housed	the	library.	In	the	library,	he	
asked	for	the	history	books.	In	the	books	he	read	about	the	Battle	of	Panipat.	He	read	that	the	Marathas	won	and	
Abdali	was	routed.	It	was	a	book	written	by	himself,	yet	he	was	reading	this	account	for	the	first	time.

 A New Account 
	 This	was	a	totally	new	account	and	Gangadhar	Pant	began	to	appreciate	it.	The	account	showed	that	India	was	

never	subjected	to	slavery.	But	only	for	commercial	reasons,	it	had	allowed	the	British	to	retain	Bombay.	The	lease	
was	to	expire	in	the	year	2001.

	 Bhausahebanchi Bakhar
	 Yet,	he	wanted	to	know	how	Marathas	won	the	battle.	He	found	this	in	a	book	called	Bhausahebanchi	Bakhar.	He	

kept	on	reading	until	it	was	time	for	the	library	to	close.
	 The Public-meeting
	 He	went	to	a	guest	house	from	the	library	where	he	hired	a	room.	After	taking	his	meals,	he	set	out	for	a	stroll	

towards	the	Azad	Maidan.	A	public	meeting	was	being	held	at	the	Maidan.	However,	he	found	that	the	presidential	
chair	was	unoccupied.	As	if	mesmerised,	he	moved	towards	the	chair.	Everyone	including	the	speaker	shouted	
against	this	attempt.	But	Prof.	Gaitonde	caught	the	mike	and	began	to	speak	about	the	necessity	of	the	chair	being	
occupied.	

	 The Violence
	 The	people	began	to	attack	him	trying	to	eject	him	out	bodily.	Soon,	he	was	no	where	to	be	seen.
	 Regains Consciousness 	
	 Gangadhar	Pant	stopped	now.	He	said	that	it	was	all	what	he	rememberd	when	he	regained	consciousness.	He	

wanted	Rajendra	 to	 explain	his	 experience.	To	prove	 that	his	narrative	was	not	 false,	 he	 showed	a	page	 from	
Bakhar	which	he	had	brought	from	the	library	unknowingly.	

	 Catastrophic Theory
	 Rajendra	rationalized	his	experience	on	the	basis	of	the	catastrophic	theory	of	science.	He	applied	this	theory	first	

to	the	battle	of	Panipat.	The	point	at	which	Vishwasrao	was	killed	was	the	turning	point.	For	the	army,	his	loss	was	
crucial.	There	followed	an	utter	rout.

	 The New History
	 Now,	the	description	in	Bakhar	shows	that	Vishwasrao	had	won	and	consequently	the	whole	history	changes.
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	 The Explanation
	 Reality	is	not	really	limited	to	what	we	see.	Physics	has	discovered	that	when	an	electron	is	fired	from	a	source,	its	

direction	cannot	be	determined.	It	may	be,	here,	there	anywhere.	An	observer	can	see	it	only	at	one	place	and	he	
knows	it	there	only.	To	another	observer,	its	location	is	different.	All	the	different	worlds	can	exist	together.	What	
is	more,	an	electron	can	jump	from	one	energy	orbit	to	another.	Rajendra	said	that	Gangadhar	Pant’s	mind	had	
suffered	such	a	transition—from	one	world	to	another	and	back	again.

	 Two Worlds
	 By	making	a	transition,	he	was	able	to	experience	two	worlds.	One	has	the	history	we	know,	the	other	is	a	different	

history.	At	the	time	he	was	hit	by	the	truck,	he	was	thinking	about	the	course	of	history,	if	the	result	of	the	battle	of	
Panipat	had	gone	the	other	way.	In	his	conscious	state	he	reached	that	world	and	on	regaining	consciousness	he	
came	back	to	this	world	again.

nnn

CHAPTER-8 
        SILK ROAD 
	 — Jayant Narlikar 

Introduction
 The writer describes his pilgrimage to Mount Kailash. He wants to be more adventurous than to be religious. As he starts from 

Ravu towards Kailash he describes all the things he sees—landscape, people and animals. He goes to Mount Kailash to do the 
Kora with other pilgrims.

Summary
	 The Journey Begins
	 It	was	early	morning	when	the	author	 left	Ravu.	He	told	Lhamo	that	he	was	going	towards	Mount	Kailash	 to	

complete	the	Kora.	At	this	Lhamo	gave	him	a	gift	of	a	long	sleeved	sheep	skin	coat.	
	 Took Short Cut
	 Tsetan	was	the	driver	of	their	vehicle.	He	knew	the	route	to	Mount	Kailash.	He	told	the	author	that	if	there	was	no	

snow	there	would	be	no	problem,	Tsetan	took	a	short	cut	from	Ravu.	This	took	them	across	the	vast	open	grassy	
plains	to	the	stony	plains.	The	air	was	clean.	Sometimes	they	saw	a	few	gazelles	and	wild	asses.	

 The Mastiffs
	 The	way	through	the	hills	started.	On	the	way	they	met	solitary	drokpa	tending	their	flocks.	Seeing	the	car	they	

would	pause	and	stare	at	it.	They	also	came	across	nomads’	dark	tents.	Giant	Tibetan	mastiffs	stood	guard	before	
these	tents.	These	dogs	would	chase	the	author’s	car	for	a	hundred	metres	or	so.	

	 The First Big Hinderance
	 They	could	see	snow	capped	mountains	far	away	as	they	entered	a	valley	where	the	river	was	wide.	The	turns	

now	became	sharper	and	the	ride	more	uncomfortable.	After	a	while	the	driver	Tsetan	had	to	stop.	The	author’s	
companion	Daniel	also	came	out	of	the	car.	There	was	snow	capped	route	ahead	for	about	fifteen	metres,	after	
which	the	dusty	trail	could	be	seen	again.	The	three	men	took	handfuls	of	dirt	and	flung	it	on	the	icy	surface.	Then	
Tsetan	got	in	and	drove	the	car	carefully	across	the	dusty	snow.	It	happened	at	the	height	of	5210	metres.	

	 Next Hurdle
	 There	was	another	blockage	after	about	ten	minutes	but	somehow.	Tsetan	negotiated	it.	The	author	felt	a	terrible	

headache.
 The Cairn ‘
	 Finally,	they	reached	the	top	of	the	pass	at	5515	metres.	It	was	marked	by	a	large	cairn	of	rocks.	They	all	took	a	turn	

round	the	cairn	according	to	the	tradition.	Then	they	careered	down	the	other	side	of	the	pass.	Now,	the	author’s	
headache	had	cleared	and	they	stopped	for	lunch.

 The Town ‘Hor’
	 By	late	afternoon,	they	had	reached	the	small	town	of	Hor.	Here	Deniel	parted	company	as	he	returned	to	Lhasa.	

Hor	seemed	a	grim	place.	Although	the	town	was	on	the	shore	of	Lake	Man	Sarovar,	the	most	venerated	stretch	of	
water,	it	seemed	a	dirty	place.	Anyway,	the	author	was	within	striking	distance	of	Mount	Kailash	and	was	eager	to	
forge	ahead.	But	he	had	to	wait.	The	car	tyres	had	suffered	two	punctures	one	after	the	other	and	they	had	to	be	
fixed.	
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	 The Town ‘Darchen‘
	 They	started	after	about	half	an	hour.	It	was	10.30	pm.	when	the	car	drew	up	outside	a	guest	house	in	Darchen.	

The	author	had	to	pass	a	troublesome	night	at	the	height	of	4,760	metres.	In	the	morning	Tsetan	took	him	to	the	
Darchen	Medical	College.	The	Tibetan	Doctor	gave	him	some	medicine	and	assured	him	that	he	would	be	able	to	
do	the	Kora.	The	medicine	had	its	effect	and	that	night,	the	author	slept	well.	Seeing	that	the	author	was	now	well,	
Tsetan	went	back	leaving	him	alone.

 The Author’s Worry
	 The	town	Darehen	seemed	tolerable	but	the	author	was	worried	because	he	could	not	see	the	pilgrims	which	he	

very	much	expected.	In	fact,	he	had	timed	his	arrival	to	coincide	with	the	season	for	pilgrimage.	
	 Arrival of Norbu
	 There	was	a	cafe	in	Darchen.	One	afternoon,	the	author	sat	there	thinking	what	to	do.	He	thought	that	he	could	

only	wait	because	he	dared	not	go	alone	on	pilgrimage.	While	he	was	thus	lost	in	his	thoughts,	a	man	called	Norbu	
came	there.	Seeing	an	English	novel,	in	the	author’s	hand	he	came	to	him.	He	sought	the	author’s	permission	to	
sit	opposite	him.	After	introducing	himself,	he	told	the	author	that	he	had	come	to	do	the	Kora.	The	author	was	as	
glad	to	find	his	company	as	Norbu	was	to	find	the	author.

nnn

POETRY SECTION

CHAPTER-1
A PHOTOGRAPH

	

—Shirley Toulson

Introduction
The poet describes her feelings about the photographs of her mother taken when she was twelve years or so. She feels that 
human life is short lived. It is ever changing. A human being grows older and older. The memories of the past make us sad. The 
poet feels how her mother twenty or thirty years later would comment on it. But in the event of her death, there is silence only. 

Summary
Scene in the Photograph
The poet states that the cardboard frame shows a photograph of how it was when they went out to the sea. Their uncle took a 
photograph of her mother and her two cousins. They stood on the beach and were dressed in beach clothes which they used to 
wear in those days. They stood still and smiled. Her mother’s face was sweet before she (poetess) was born.
Prediction of the Future
The poet reminisces that after twenty-thirty years her mother would have laugh at the photo. She would have asked Betty and 
Dolly how they dressed for the sea beach. The sea holiday became her past and her death became past for the poetess.
Present Truthfulness of the Photograph
The poet’s mother had been dead for nearly twenty-thirty years. There is nothing to say about the situation given in the 
photograph. There is silence and stillness only.

Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1
The	cardboard	shows	me	how	it	was
When	the	two	girl	cousins	went	paddling
Each	one	holding	one	of	my	mother’s	hands,
And	she	the	big	girl	-	some	twelve	years	or	so.
All	three	stood	still	to	smile	through	their	hair
At	the	uncle	with	the	camera,	A	sweet	face
My	mother’s,	that	was	before	I	was	born
And	the	sea,	which	appears	to	have	changed	less
Washed	their	terribly	transient	feet.
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Explanation : 
The	poet	looks	at	the	photograph	of	her	mother,	which	was	taken	when	her	mother	was	12	years	old.	The	mother	
had	gone	 for	 a	 sea	holiday	with	her	 cousins	Betty	 and	Dolly	 and	while	 they	were	paddling,	her	uncle	 took	a	
photograph	of	them.
Each	of	the	cousins	was	holding	the	hands	of	the	poet’s	mother	who	was	the	eldest	among	them.	All	three	of	them	
stood	smiling	through	their	hair	while	the	photo	was	taken.	Her	mother	had	a	sweet	face.	AIl	this	happened	before	
she	was	born.	Years	fled	past.	Her	mother	grew	up	into	an	adult.	They	all	underwent	changes,	while	the	sea	stood	
still	and	seemed	unaltered	despite	the	passage	of	time.

Stanza 2
Some	twenty-	thirty-	years	later

She’d	laugh	at	the	snapshot.	“See	Betty

And	Dolly,”	she’d	say,	“and	look	how	they

Dressed	us	for	the	beach.”	The	sea	holiday

was	her	past,	mine	is	her	laughter.	Both	wry

With	the	laboured	ease	of	loss.

Explanation : 
After	about	twenty	or	thirty	years,	the	poet’s	mother	would	look	at	the	photograph,	laughing	nostalgically	and	
remembering	the	past.	She	would	comment	on	the	dress	worn	by	her	cousins	Betty	and	Dolly	and	herself.	The	sea	
holiday	belonged	to	the	past	of	her	mother	and	the	poet	still	remembers	how	her	mother	would	laugh	looking	at	
the	snapshot.
The	smile	Shirley	Toulson’s	mother	had	on	her	face	when	she	thought	of	her	past	(the	sea	holiday)	and	Shirley’s	
thoughts	when	she	recalls	her	mother’s	laughter,	both,	seem	to	be	wry	i.e.,	filled	with	dry	or	sad	amusement	for	a	
time	that	was	happier	but	cannot	be	re-lived.
For	the	poet,	both	these	(the	photograph	and	her	memories	of	her	mother)	bring	great	sadness	and	an	acute	sense	
of	loss.	However,	time	has	been	a	healer	of	sorts.	Although	the	sense	of	loss	that	may	never	go	away	completely,	
with	time,	she	has	come	to	accept	this	eventuality	of	life.

Stanza 3 
Now	she’s	has	been	dead	nearly	as	many	years
As	that	girl	lived.	And	of	this	circumstance
There	is	nothing	to	say	at	all,
Its	silence	silences.

Explanation : 
She	has	been	able	to	come	to	terms	with	her	mother’s	demise.	Her	mother	died	about	12	years	ago	and	now,	the	
poet	has	nothing	to	say	about	this	circumstance.	It	leaves	her	sad	and	yet	at	ease.	It	leaves	her	in	pain,	but	with	
acceptance.	The	photograph	is	silent	and	leaves	her	silent	as	well.
The	three	stanzas	depict	three	different	phases.	The	first	stanza	refers	to	the	childhood	of	the	poet’s	mother.	The	
second	stanza	refers	to	the	poet’s	childhood	when	her	mother	was	an	adult.	The	last	stanza	refers	to	the	poet’s	
adulthood	when	she	is	not	with	her	mother.
Nature	 is	 perennial	 while	 human	 life	 is	 temporary	 or	 transient.	 The	 poet	 uses	 a	 transferred	 epithet	 (terribly	
transient	feet)	in	order	to	make	this	comparison	and	highlight	the	terribly	short-lived	life	of	her	mother.	

Poetic devices
Allusion :	the	cardboard’s	lack	of	durability	hints	at	the	lack	of	permanence	of	human	life.
Transferred Epithet :	‘Terribly	transient	feet’.	Human	life	itself	is	temporary	not	the	feet.
When	the	adjective	for	one	noun	like	life	is	transferred	to	another	noun	like	feet,	it	is	called	transferred	epithet.
Alliteration : ‘terribly	transient	feet’.	It	is	also	alliteration	due	to	the	repetition	of	the	‘t’	sound	‘silence	surrounds	
us’	(sound	of	s	has	been	repeated).
Oxymoron : Laboured	ease	of	loss.	The	coming	together	of	two	opposite	ideas	to	describe	the	same	entity.	‘Laboured’	
and	‘easy’	are	opposite	words	describing	the	same	entity	‘loss’.
Personification : ‘Silence	surrounds	us’.	The	situation	has	been	given	the	human	quality.

nnn
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CHAPTER-2 
    THE LABURNUM TOP 
	 —Ted Hughes 

Introduction
‘The Laburnum Top’ is all about the tree of the name Laburnum and how the gold finch comes to it and settles in it. It comes 
to life with its chattering and subsides to emptiness when it flies away.

Summary
Arrival of Goldfinch at the Laburnum
The Laburnum top is silent in the afternoon sunlight of the month of September. Its few leaves have become yellow and seeds 
have fallen. The goldfinch comes with its sharp chirrup at an end of its branch. Suddenly the goldfinch enters a tree. She is alert 
like a lizard. The moment, she enters the thickness of the tree, her baby-birds start chirping. It seems as if a machine has started. 
Goldfinch Chirrups
Then the chirrup of the bird starts like a machine. Wings tremor and the whole tree trembles due to the sharp chirrup of the 
bird. It becomes the engine of her family. The goldfinch flies to an end of a branch to show her face.
Bird’s flying back leaves silence
After reaching there the bird gives out a strange delicate whistle. It amounts to a whispering. Then she flies out in the sky 
towards the infinite. The Laburnum is left with its emptiness and its silence.

Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1
The laburnum top is silent, quite still
	In the afternoon yellow September sunlight, 
A few leaves yellowing, all its seeds fallen.

Explanation :
The poet begins the poem by saying that it is the month of September. The top of the laburnum tree is silent. It has few leaves 
which are turning yellow and its seeds have also fallen.

Stanza 2
Till the goldfinch comes, with a twitching chirrup. 
A suddenness, a startlement, at a branch end. 
Then sleek as a lizard, and alert and abrupt,
She enters the thickness, and a machine starts up 
Chitterings, and a tremor of wings, and trillings. 
The whole tree trembles and thrills. 
It is the engine of her family.

Explanation :
The laburnum tree top remains still till the goldfinch, a yellow coloured bird, comes and starts chirruping. It becomes lively. 
The bird enters the tree like a lizard. The entry is very abrupt and bird seems very alert. The moment the goldfinch enters the 
thickness of the tree, its chicks start chirruping. It is as if the engine of a machine has started. The chicks show their happiness 
by flapping their wings and by their chitterings.

Stanza 3
She stokes it full, then flirts out to a branch–end 
Showing her barred face identity mask. 
Then with the eerie delicate whistle-chirrup whisperings 
She launches away, towards the infinite 
And the laburnum subsides to empty.

Explanation :
The goldfinch moves towards a branch end and shows her masked face. The chirruping changes into delicate whistle chirrup 
whispering and then she flies away into the infinite. The laburnum tree which was full  of life and activity till now, suddenly 
becomes silent and quiet. The singing of the goldfinch had brought life to the tree for some time and it again ‘subsides to 
empty’.
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Poetic devices
Simile : Sleek as a lizard
Alliteration : Silent .... still
September.... Sunlight
Suddenness ....startlement,
alert .... abrupt
tremor .... trillings
full....flirts
Whistle .... whisperings
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CHAPTER-3 
   THE VOICE OF THE RAIN 
	 —Walt Whitman 

Introduction
The	poem	is	in	the	form	of	a	conversation	between	the	poet	and	the	‘rain’.	The	poet	asks	the	rain	‘who	are	you	?’.	To	
this	question,	the	rain	replies	that	it	is	the	poem	of	the	earth,	it	rises	continuously	in	the	form	of	vapour	and	returns	
to	earth	in	the	form	of	rains.	It	says	that	it	purifies	earth	and	also	gives	life	to	it.	It	returns	to	earth	exactly	like	a	song,	
which	finally	return	to	its	singer	in	the	form	of	appreciation	after	it	is	heard	everywhere	round	the	globe.

Summary
‘The Voice of the Rain’ contains a dialogue between the poet and the rain itself. The rain in its personified form describes what 
it is and what it does. In other words the poet describes the cycle of the rain and also celebrates the coming of the rain.
The poet inquires who the rain is
The poet asks the rain who she is. The rain promptly answers the question and the poet translates it.
The Reply of the Rain
Being personified the rain replies, “I am the poem of Earth. I rise out of the Land and the bottomless sea like something which 
cannot be touched. I rise upward to the sky where 1 change my form. Then I fall down on the surface of the earth to wash or 
bathe the droughts, atoms, dust etc. I also fall on the thing which cannot assume life without me”.
Functions of the rain
“Day and night 1 give life to my own origin and make it pure and beautify it. A song issuing from its birth-place after fulfilling 
and wandering as voice here and there acquires love when it returns. So do I return with love after giving life to anything that 
I touch.”

Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1
And	who	art	thou?	said	I	to	the	soft-falling	shower,	
Which,	strange	to	tell,	gave	me	an	answer,	as	here	translated:	
I	am	the	Poem	of	Earth,	said	the	voice	of	the	rain,	

Explanation : 
In	the	above	given	lines,	the	poet	asks	a	question	to	the	soft-falling	rain	‘Who	are	you?’	(assuming	the	rain	as	a	
person).	The	answer,	which	the	rain	gives,	is	strange	to	express	but	it	is	still	translated	or	explained	here.	The	rain	
replied	‘I	am	the	poem	of	the	earth’.

Stanza 2
Eternal	I	rise	impalpable	out	of	the	land	and	the	bottomless	sea,	
Upward	to	heaven,	whence,	vaguely	form’d,	altogether	changed,	and	yet	the	same,

Explanation : 
The	rain	says	that	it	is	the	poem	of	the	earth.	It	is	born	in	an	invisible	and	intangible	form	which	rises	from	the	
water	bodies	and	reaches	the	infinite	sky	to	change	its	appearance	into	clouds	of	different	shapes	and	sizes.	Yet,	the	
rain	says,	it	remains	the	same	in	its	heart	as	it	was	at	its	birth.	
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Stanza 3
I	descend	to	lave	the	droughts,	atomies,	dust-layers	of	the	globe,
And	all	that	in	them	without	me	were	seeds	only,	latent,	unborn;
And	forever,	by	day	and	night,	I	give	back	life	to	my	own-origin,	and	make	pure	and	beautify	it;

Explanation :
The	rain	then	falls	down	on	the	earth	as	little	water	droplets	which	brings	respite	to	us,	rejuvenates	the	earth’s	
soul	and	washes	away	dust	and	dirt.	It	gives	life	to	new	plants	which	would	have	otherwise	remained	unborn	
underground	the	land	as	mere	seeds.	Thus,	rain	continues	its	journey	where	it	returns	to	the	earth,	its	place	of	
origin	giving	it	life	and	making	it	all	the	more	beautiful	and	pure.

Stanza 4
(For	song,	issuing	from	its	birth-place,	after	fulfilment,	wandering,	
Reck’d	or	unreck’d.	duly	with	love	returns.)

Explanation : 
Walt	Whitman	 feels	 that	 the	 rain	 is	 a	 kind	of	 some	 song.	The	 song’s	 birth	place	 is	 the	poet’s	heart.	Once	 it	 is	
completed,	it	transfers	from	one	person	to	other	person	and	one	day	it	returns	to	all	its	listeners.
The	last	lines	of	the	poem	are	kept	in	brackets	as	they	do	not	belong	to	the	conversation	between	the	poet	and	the	
rain.

Poetic devices :
Personification :	The	rain	has	been	personified	as	it	speaks.
Paradox : ’I	give	back	life	to	my	own	origin’	(a	situation,	person	or	thing	that	combines	contradictory	features	or	
qualities.)	
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CHAPTER-4 
     CHILDHOOD 
	

—Markus Natten 

Introduction
In	 this	 poem,	 the	 poet,	Markus	Natten	wonders	when	 and	where	 he	 lost	 his	 childhood.	 In	 his	 quest	 to	 find	
the	moment	when	he	grew	up,	Markus	highlights	 the	 innocence	 and	 faith	he	 lost	 even	 as	he	 gained	 rational	
individuality.

Summary
The poet Markus Natten wonders when did he lose the innocence of his childhood. He is perhaps sad that; step by step he has 
lost that innocence and its place has been filled by a foolish craze for individuality; the so called rationalism and the hypocrisy. 
Childhood is a special period in everyone’s life. Once gone, never comes back. He thinks of a few stages in his life time, when 
there was a change in his thoughts and perception of the world around him. The poet thinks of the place where his childhood 
has gone. Here, he has no doubt that he can find it hidden in the innocence of an infant.
Feelings of Rationalism
The poet is surprised at which point of life he ceased to be a child. He asks himself if it was when he entered the twelfth year 
of his life or perhaps it was when he became sensible enough to realise that Hell and Heaven are not to be found in geography 
and so they must be fragments of imagination only.
Learning of Hypocrisy
Slowly, as the poet grew in age he found that the world of adults was different. The adults are not what they seem to be. They 
pretend a lot. They are hypocrites who preach love and all good things but behave in a different manner. Slowly, he too began 
to learn this art and lost his childhood.
Individuality
Then, there came a time when the poet learnt the art of thinking independently. He learnt that his mind is his own and he 
should apply it to think in his own original way. In short, he learnt that a man need not always be guided in his thinking by 
others. May be, it was that day when he learnt to be an individual that he lost his childhood.
Where has the Childhood gone ?
In the last stanzas the poet does not think of the time he lost his childhood. He wants to know the place where he has lost it and 
where it can be found again. He cannot remember the place. However, when he looks at a child’s face he becomes sure that the 
place is hidden in that innocence. Thus, the poet concludes that the loss of innocence was the loss of childhood.
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Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1 :
When	did	my	childhood	go	?	
Was	it	the	day	I	ceased	to	be	eleven.	
Was	it	the	time	I	realised	that	Hell	and	Heaven,	
Could	not	be	found	in	Geography,	
And	therefore	could	not	be,	
Was	that	the	day!	

Explanation : 
The	poet	wonders	when	he	lost	his	childhood.	He	muses	that	perhaps	it	was	the	day	he	realised	that	the	concepts	
of	Heaven	and	Hell,	he	had	been	 taught	of	 since	his	youngest	years,	had	no	 standing	 in	 the	 light	of	 the	day.	
Geography	textbooks	did	not	give	the	location	of	any	such	place.	Education	made	the	poet	question	his	faith	and	
look	at	the	world	much	more	rationally.	The	poet	realises	that	he	might	have	lost	his	childhood	when	he	gained	
this	rational	outlook.

Stanza 2 :
When	did	my	childhood	go	?	
Was	it	the	time	I	realised	that	adults	were	not	
All	they	seemed	to	be,	
They	talked	of	love	and	preached	of	love,	
But	did	not	act	so	lovingly,	
Was	that	the	day!

Explanation : 
In	the	second	stanza,	the	poet	recalls	the	time	when	he	realised	that	the	adults	around	him	did	not	practise	what	
they	preached.	They	told	the	poet	to	be	loving	and	caring,	however,	they	were	themselves	argumentative,	violent	
and	discourteous.	Their	behaviour	was	a	far	cry	from	the	love	they	sermonised	about	and	advocated	so	reverently	
to	the	child.
Thus,	the	child	lost	his	faith	in	the	adults	around	him,	whom	he	had	so	far,	trusted	without	question.	Their	latent	
hypocrisy	became	evident	to	the	growing	child.	Perhaps,	says	Natten,	that	broken	trust	was	one	of	the	major	steps	
towards	adulthood.	
Notice	that,	this	is	perhaps	the	longest	line	of	the	poem.	Markus	Natten	is	a	genius	at	putting	punctuation	to	use.	
The	length	of	this	line	and	the	difficulty	to	recite	it	in	one	go,	indicates	that	this	is	perhaps	the	biggest	loss	the	child	
has	suffered.

Stanza 3 :
When	did	my	childhood	go	?
Was	it	when	I	found	my	mind	was	really	mine,	
To	use	whichever	way	I	choose,	
Producing	thoughts	that	were	not	those	of	other	people	
But	my	own	and	mine	alone	
Was	that	the	day!	

Explanation : 
As	he	grew	up,	the	poet	realised	that	his	mind	was	unique,	could	form	its	own	opinions	and	could	take	its	own	
decisions.	He	gained	a	sense	of	individuality	which	set	him	free	from	the	prejudiced	opinions	of	others	around	
him.	His	own	experiences	shaped	his	thoughts	now	and	he	realised	that	this	might	have	been	the	time	he	lost	his	
childhood	innocence	completely.

Stanza 4 :
Where	did	my	childhood	go	?
It	went	to	some	forgotten	place,
That	is	hidden	in	an	infant’s	face,
That’s	all	I	know.

Explanation : 
In	the	final	stanza,	the	poet	changes	his	question.	From	wondering	at	what	point	in	time,	he	had	lost	his	childhood.	
the	poet	now	wonders	where	it	went.
The	last	three	lines	may	be	interpreted	in	two	ways.
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(a) The	poet	claims	that	his	childhood	is	nothing	more	than	a	long	lost	memory.	He	recalls	his	infancy	and	believes	
that	his	true	childhood	resides	there,	in	that	infant’s	face,	and	that	innocence	cannot	resurface	in	this	lifetime.

(b) The	poet	believes	that	his	childhood	has	become	nothing	more	than	a	memory	for	him	but	has	become	the	
reality	of	some	other	infant.	Innocence	is	a	cyclical	process	which	lost	from	one	person,	it	travels	to	another,	
finding	residence	there.	Thus,	till	date,	adults	can	easily	recall	and	seem	to	almost	relive	their	own	childhood,	
through	an	infant	in	their	lives.

Poetic devices :
Refrain :	‘Where	did	my	Childhood	go’	Was	that	day’
The	refrain	of	any	poem	is/are	line(s)	that	repeat	at	regular	intervals	throughout	the	poem.	The	refrain	often	carries	
the	central	message	of	the	poem.	The	two	lines	which	do	so	in	this	poem	are:

When	did	my	childhood	go?
Was	that	the	day!

Repetition :	They	talked	of	love	and	preached	of	love.	In	poetry,	repetition	is	repeating	words,	phrases,	lines,	or	
stanzas.	Repetition	is	used	to	emphasize	a	feeling	or	idea,	create	rhythm,	and/or	develop	a	sense	of	urgency.

nnn

CHAPTER-5 
FATHER TO SON

	 —Elizabeth Jennings

Introduction
Usually,	by	the	time	parents	accept	the	new	individuality	of	 their	children,	 the	damage	has	already	been	done	
and	the	process	of	coming	together	is	difficult	and	painful.	Respecting	each	others’	differences	is	the	only	way	to	
alleviate	the	distance,	the	strange	and	awkward	silence.

While	the	father’s	anguish	and	frustration	is	highlighted,	the	ego	comes	through	as	well.	

Summary
The poem is autobiographical in nature. The poet speaks of the wide differences between him and his son. Both live under the 
same roof but their worlds are poles apart. His son has his own way of life, which the father cannot understand.

Yet, the experiences of the poet is universal. The difference in the outlook of generations brings some grief in life. But it is 
something that cannot be helped.

The Father’s Sorrow

The father is unhappy that he does not understand his own son though he has been living with him since his birth. He feels 
that he knows nothing about his son. He therefore makes a new attempt. He thinks how his son was as a small child. From that 
point, he thinks, he should be able to build up a relationship,.

Strangers to Each Other

The father thinks that his son is like a seed which he had sown on the land which was not his. Now, that the plant (the son) 
has grown up, it seems to be a stranger. There is no sign of mutual understanding between the father and the son. The son has 
grown up just as the father had planned. Yet, the father cannot share what the child loves.

The Father’s Desire

There is no dialogue between the father and the son. Father is not happy to see the son making his own way in life. He would 
rather have him waste all his money and return to his old home. The two will, in that case, perhaps be able to revive the old 
affection. He would love to forgive all	mistakes	of	his	son. He would then like to see him desire something new but with his 
permission.

Desire to Forgive

The father and the son have no option but to exist in the same world at the same time. The father is not happy at what his son 
says. He is grieved because of the strangeness of the ideas and this grief makes him angry. In fact both of them are unhappy. 
Both want that the other should come to him with some regret. Then the other would embrace him and forgive.
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Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1 :
I	do	not	understand	this	child	
Though	we	have	lived	together	now	
In	the	same	house	for	years.	I	know	
Nothing	of	him,	so	try	to	build	
Up	a	relationship	from	how	
He	was	when	small.	

Explanation :
The	theme	of	the	poem	is	the	generation	gap	which	occurs	when	the	communication	link	between	two	generations	
breaks	due	to	a	mutual	lack	of	understanding,	tolerance	and	acceptance.	This	poem	is	the	father’s	inability	to	come	
to	terms	with	the	young	adult	who	has	replaced	the	father’s	‘little	boy’.	The	poem	highlights	the	internal	conflict	
a	father	undergoes	when	his	son	becomes	old	enough	to	define	his	own	interests,	thoughts	and	perceptions.	The	
brooding	father	complains	that	he	cannot	understand	his	child	despite	having	lived	together	for	many	years	in	the	
same	house.	The	father	tries	to	continue	a	relationship	based	on	what	he	knew	of	the	son	from	his	youngest	years	
but	of	course,	the	son	has	changed	over	the	time.	The	tone	is	almost	pleading,	attempting	to	find	a	link	with	his	
grown	up	son.

Stanza 2 :
Yet	have	I	killed	
The	seed	I	spent	or	sown	it	where
The	land	is	his	and	none	of	mine	?
We	speak	like	strangers,	there’s	no	sign
Of	understanding	in	the	air.
This	child	is	built	to	my	design
Yet	what	he	loves	I	cannot	share.

Explanation :
The	father	and	son	have	become	strangers	with	no	understanding	of	each	other.	Traditionally,	the	son’s	upbringing	
is	in	the	very	environment	and	with	the	values	the	father	provided.	Thus,	the	father	feels	his	son	is	built	to	his	
design	and	should	be	like	his	father	in	most	aspects.	However,	his	son	now	has	interests	the	father	cannot	share.	
There	is	no	shared	passion,	no	common	ground.	Most	times,	there	is	only	an	awkward	silence	between	them.	The	
frustration	of	the	father	is	evident	as	he	struggles	to	understand	why	his	own	son,	his	flesh	and	blood,	has	turned	
into	an	absolute	stranger.	Using	a	typically	agrarian	imagery	(Yet	have	I	sown	the	seed	.....	),	he	questions	whether	
he	has	already	lost	his	own	child,	his	son,	due	to	this	distance	between	them	or	was	the	son	on	a	mental	plane	that	
was	entirely	his	own	and	which,	the	father	cannot	access.	The	father	uses	‘I’	in	these	lines	acknowledging	his	own	
role	in	creating	this	communication	gap	between	them.

Stanza 3 :
Silence	surrounds	us.	I	would	have	
Him	prodigal,	returning	to
His	father’s	house,	the	home	he	knew,	
Rather	than	see	him	make	and	
move	His	world.	I	would	forgive	him	too,
Shaping	from	sorrow	a	new	love.

Explanation :
The	father	in	the	poem	sees	his	child	as	the	prodigal	(spendthrift,	underlying	implication:	foolish)	son	and	wants	
him	to	return	to	the	home	he	has	always	known.	He	does	not	want	the	son	to	make	his	own	world,	away	from	his	
father.	The	father	says	he	would	forgive	his	son	if	he	asks	for	forgiveness	like	the	prodigal	son.	He	would	love	him	
again	despite	the	sorrow	of	the	distance	that	existed	between	them	once.	The	tone	is	slightly	condescending	and	
implies	that	the	father	is	unable	to	let	his	son	go,	even	at	the	cost	of	restricting	the	son’s	personal	development	and	
independence.
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Stanza 4 :
Father	and	son,	we	both	must	live	
On	the	same	globe	and	the	same	land.	
He	speaks:	I	cannot	understand	
Myself,	why	anger	grows	from	grief.	
We	each	put	out	an	empty	hand,	
Longing	for	something	to	forgive.	

Explanation :
The	son	admits	that	he	is	at	a	point	where	he	is	struggling	to	understand	even	himself.	He	does	feel	the	grief	of	the	
broken	relationship	he	shares	his	father	and	yet,	there	is	an	anger	that	arises	out	of	his	confused,	fraught	inner	self.	
The	son	speaks	for	the	first	time	and	it	is	quite	clear,	that	the	frustration	lies	on	both	sides.	The	father	concludes	
the	poem	realising	that	in	their	hearts,	each	of	them	wants	to	forgive	the	other.	However,	neither	wants	to	take	the	
first	step	and	ask	for	forgiveness.	Each	puts	out	an	empty	hand	for	the	other	to	take,	but	neither	places	theirs	in	the	
other’s	hand.	However,	it	is	positive	that	at	least	they	long	to	forgive	and	find	a	way	to	make	things	work.

Poetic devices :
Alliteration :	 (a)	 ‘Silence	 surrounds	 us’,	 :(b)	 ‘seed	 I	 spent	 or	 sown’,	 (c)	 ‘speak	 like	 strangers’,	 (the	 sound	 of	 a	
consonant’s’	has	been	repeated).

Allusion :	‘I	would	have	him	Prodigal’(a	statement	that	refers	to	something	without	mentioning	it	directly.	It	is	just	
a	passing	comment	and	the	writer	expects	the	reader	to	possess	enough	knowledge	to	spot	the	allusion	and	grasp	
its	importance	in	a	text;	in	this	poem	the	writer	refers	to	Prodigal).

Anaphora :	‘same	globe	and	same	land’	(repetition	of	a	word	or	expression	at	the	beginning	of	successive	phrases.	
clauses,	sentences	or	verses	especially	for	rhetorical	or	poetic	effect).

nnn

SUPPLEMENTARY READER : SNAPSHOTS

CHAPTER-1 
THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

	 —William Saroyan

Introduction
‘The	Summer	of	 the	Beautiful	White	Horse’	 is	narrated	by	nine-year-old	Aram	Garoghlanian,	 a	member	of	 an	
Armenian	community	living	among	the	lush	fruit	orchards	and	vineyards	of	California.	

Summary
Mourad comes with a Horse 

One	morning	 Aram	 is	 awakened	 before	 dawn	 by	 his	 thirteen-year-old	 cousin	Mourad,	who	 is	 thought	 to	 be	
demented	by	everyone	except	Aram,	and	has	a	way	with	animals.	Aram	is	astonished	to	see	that	Mourad	is	sitting	
on	a	beautiful	white	horse.	Aram	has	always	wanted	to	ride	a	horse,	but	his	family	is	too	poor	to	afford	one.	

The Garoghlanian Tribe

However,	the	Garoghlanian	tribe	is	noted	not	only	for	its	poverty	but	also	for	its	honesty,	so	it	is	unthinkable	that	
Mourad	would	have	stolen	the	horse.	So,	Aram	felt	that	his	cousin	couldn’t	have	stolen	the	horse.

Aram and Mourad ride the horse

Aram	was	invited	to	ride	on	the	horse	with	Mourad.	The	idea	of	Mourad	stealing	the	horse	drained	away	from	
Aram’s	mind	as	he	felt	that	it	wouldn’t	become	stealing	until	they	offer	to	sell	the	horse.	They	enjoyed	their	riding	
on	the	horse	for	a	long	time.
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Uncle Khosrove’s crazy streak
Mourad’s	crazy	behaviour	was	considered	to	be	a	natural	descent	 from	their	uncle	Khosrove,	even	though	his	
father,	Zorab,	was	a	practical	man.	Uncle	Khosrove	was	an	enormous	man	who	was	always	furious,	impatient	and	
irritable.	He	would	roar	for	everyone	to	stop	talking	and	say	It is no harm, pay no attention to it.	In	fact,	one	day,	when	
his	son	came	and	told	them	that	their	house	was	on	fire,	Khosrove	silenced	him	by	roaring	“Enough.	It	is	no	harm”.
After	a	long	day	of	riding,	Mourad	wanted	to	ride	alone	on	the	horse.	Aram	had	the	same	longing,	but	when	he	sat	
on	the	horse	and	kicked	its	muscles,	it	reared	and	snorted	and	raced	forward,	dropping	Aram	off	its	back.
John Byro – the owner of the horse, comes to Aram’s house
That	afternoon,	an	Assyrian	farmer	named	John	Byro,	an	Assyrian	friend	of	the	Garoghlanians-	came	to	Aram’s	
house.	He	reported	to	Aram’s	mother	that	his	white	horse	which	had	been	stolen	a	month	ago	was	still	missing.	
Hearing	this,	Aram	concludes	that	Mourad	must	have	had	the	horse	for	a	long	time.	Khosrove,	who	was	at	Aram’s	
house	when	Byro	came,	shouted	his	dialogue	“Its	no	harm”	to	such	an	extent	that	Byro	was	forced	to	spring	out	
to	avoid	responding.
The boys hid the horse and kept it with them
Aram	ran	to	Mourad	to	inform	him	of	Byro’s	arrival.	Aram	also	pleaded	to	Mourad,	not	to	return	the	horse	until	he	
could	learn	to	ride.	Mourad	disagreed	saying	that	Aram	would	take	at	least	a	year	to	learn,	but	promised	he	would	
keep	it	for	six	months.	This	became	a	routine.	Mourad	came	daily	to	pick	Aram	to	ride,	and	Aram	continuously	fell	
off	the	horse’s	back	after	every	attempt.
John Byros trust in the family makes the boys change their minds
Two	weeks	later,	they	were	going	to	take	the	horse	back	to	its	hiding	place	when	they	met	Byro	on	the	road.	The	
farmer	is	extremely	surprised.	He	recognizes	his	horse	but	refuses	to	believe	that	the	boys	had	stolen	it.	He	says	
“the	horse	is	the	twin	of	my	horse”	and	“a	suspicious	man	would	believe	his	eyes	instead	of	his	heart”	and	that	
night	they	return	it	to	the	farmer,	John	Byro.	Thus,	the	Garoghlanian’s	fame	of	honesty	saved	them.

nnn

CHAPTER-2 
THE ADDRESS

	 —Marga Minco

Introduction
‘The	Address’	by	Marga	Minco	 is	 a	very	 touching	 story	of	psychological	 internet.	 It	 explores	 the	working	of	 a	
young	mind	in	war	times.	During	World	War	II,	the	German’s	(the	Nazis	under	Hitler)	invaded	Holland	where	90	
percent	of	the	people	were	Jews.	Many	of	the	Jews	fled	in	fear	to	other	countries.	Thousands	were	imprisoned	in	
concentration	camps.	A	woman	and	her	little	daughter	had	also	to	leave	their	home.	The	women	left	all	her	things	
with	a	women	known	to	her.

After	some	time,	the	woman	died.	Her	house	was	destroyed.	However,	her	daughter	remembered	the	place	where	
she	used	to	live	with	her	mother.	Long	after	the	war,	she	came	to	the	town	where	she	used	to	live	with	her	mother.	
She	went	to	meet	the	woman	with	whom	her	mother	had	left	all	her	things.	But	the	woman	refused	to	recognize	
her	because	she	didn’t	want	to	return	the	things	she	had	taken.	In	the	story,	the	daughter	describes	how	she	felt	
during	the	visit	and	later	on	the	second	visit.	

Summary
The Narrator comes to see Mrs. Dorling
The	story	begins	with	the	narrator	coming	back	to	her	country	after	the	war	to	see	a	woman	named	Mrs.	Dorling.	
The	narrator	tells	the	lady	that	she	is	the	daughter	of	“Mrs.	S”	and	she	has	come	to	take	her	mother’s	belongings.
Mrs. Dorling reaction on seeing the narrator
The	lady	is	surprised	to	see	the	narrator	and	hides	herself	behind	the	door	denying	knowing	anybody	by	the	name	
of	Mrs.	S.	The	narrator,	for	a	moment,	believes	that	she	has	come	to	a	wrong	address	but	when	she	notices	the	lady	
wearing	her	mother’s	cardigan	she	becomes	sure	that	she	has	come	to	the	right	place.
The narrators Past

The	lady	closes	the	door	on	the	narrator.	The	narrator	leaves	and	goes	back	to	the	station.	On	her	way	to	the	station,	
she	remembers	her	past.	In	the	past	when	the	narrator	had	come	home	she	had	found	some	things	missing.	On	
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asking,	her	mother	had	told	her	that	Mrs.	Dorling,	an	acquaintance	of	hers,	was	kind	enough	to	take	their	valuables	
with	her.	She	would	keep	them	safely	in	her	house	so	that	during	the	war	if	they	had	to	leave	the	country,	their	
valuables	would	be	safely	kept	with	her.	The	narrator	got	a	glimpse	of	Mrs.	Dorling	while	she	was	moving	out	
of	her	house	with	a	heavy	suitcase.	It	was	at	that	time	that	her	mother	had	told	her	Mrs.	Dorling’s	address,	46,	
Marconi	Street.

The narrators second visit to Mrs. Dorling House

As	she	continued	to	walk	back	to	the	train	station,	she	saw	old	streets	that	were	burnt	up	and	old	memories	ran	
through	her	body.	She	decided	to	make	one	more	try	and	went	back	again	to	Mrs.	Dorling’s	house.	This	time	a	little	
girl,	Mrs.	Dorling’s	daughter	opens	the	door	and	invites	the	narrator	in.	As	the	narrator	moves	she	informs	that	her	
mother	has	not	burnt	table	cloth,	the	pewter	plates	and	even	the	silver	cutlery	was	theirs.

Disgusted to see her mother belongings 

The	narrator	 feels	disgusted	 to	 see	her	 things	being	used	and	arranged	 in	a	 tasteless	 and	callous	manner.	She	
realizes	that	those	things	were	important	to	her	as	they	were	associated	with	her	mother	and	her	past	life.	Now,	
disconnected	from	them	and	being	used	so	callously	those	things	had	no	value	for	her.	She	leaves	without	meeting	
Mrs,	Dorling	or	taking	her	mother’s	belongings	and	consoles	herself	thinking	that	she	now	lives	in	a	small	rented	
apartment	and	has	no	place	to	keep	those	things.

Decides to go back 

She	decides	to	go	back	and	forget	the	address.	She	had	let	go	off	and	forgotten	many	sorrowful	things	about	the	
past.	She	feels	that	compared	to	that	this	will	be	the	easiest	thing	to	forget.

nnn

CHAPTER-3 
RANGA'S MARRIAGE

	 —Masti Venkatesha Iyengar

Introduction
The	story	depicts	the	life	in	Indian	villages	in	the	past	when	child	marriage	was	a	common	practice.

Ranga’s	Marriage	is	an	interesting	story	of	how	a	person	manipulates	to	get	a	young	boy	married	to	an	eleven-
year-old	girl	in	a	village.	The	story	dates	back	to	the	early	days	of	the	British	rule	when	English	was	not	used	in	a	
big	way.	Rangappa,	the	son	of	a	village	accountant,	returns	from	Bengaluru	after	his	studies.	His	homecoming	after	
six	months	makes	a	big	event.	The	curious	villagers	gather	outside	Ranga’s	house	to	see	how	much	the	boy	has	
changed.	But	they	see	no	change	in	the	boy.	The	narrator	discusses	the	issue	of	marriage	with	Ranga.	He	is	piqued	
to	hear	his	ideas	about	marriage.	He	resolves	to	get	the	boy	married	to	a	very	young	and	immature	11	year-old	girl	
Ratna.	He	seeks	the	support	of	Shastri’s	astrology.	Ranga,	in	the	end,	forgets	his	idealism	and	settles	down	happily.

Summary
Writer’s opinion about English
Ten	years	ago	when	the	village	accountant	sent	his	son	Ranga	to	Bengaluru	for	studies,	the	situation	in	the	village	
was	different.	People	never	used	 to	use	English	words	while	 talking	 in	Kannada,	 their	mother	 tongue.	But	 the	
things	have	changed	gradually.	People	started	mixing	English	with	local	language.	The	narrator	does	not	like	this	
change.
Rangas Homecoming
Now,	people	are	so	fond	of	the	foreign	language	and	education	that	Ranga’s	homecoming	is	made	a	big	affair.	
People	crowd	his	house	to	see	if	he	has	changed.	They	return	home	on	finding	no	significant	change	in	him.	The	
narrator	is	particularly	happy	to	find	the	boy	still	quite	cultured	as	he	respectfully	does	‘namaskara’.	The	narrator	
spontaneously	blesses	him	saying	‘May	you	get	married	soon.’
Rangas views on marriage
But	the	boy	is	not	ready	for	marriage,	he	says.	He	is	of	the	opinion	that	one	should	better	remain	a	bachelor	than	
marry	a	young	girl,	as	the	custom	of	the	village	is.	The	narrator	is	disappointed	to	hear	this,	but	as	he	sincerely	
wants	Ranga	to	get	married	and	settled,	to	be	of	some	service	to	the	society,	he	does	not	lose	heart.	He	takes	a	vow	
to	get	him	married,	and	that	to	a	young	girl	of	11	by	the	name	of	Ratna,	Rama	Rao’s	niece,	who	has	of	late	come	to	
Hosahalli	to	stay	for	a	few	days.
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Narrators plan to get Ranga married
Now,	the	narrator	plans	to	make	the	prospective	bride	and	the	bridegroom	meet	each	other.	So,	he	does	by	asking	
Rao’s	wife	to	send	Ratna	to	his	house	to	fetch	buttermilk.	As	Ratna	arrives,	she	is	asked	to	sing.	As	planned	at	that	
very	moment, Ranga	arrives	and	gets	mesmerized	by	Ratna’s	singing	and	almost	 instantly	falls	 in	 love	with	her	
being	oblivious	of	his	theories	regarding	child	marriage.	The	narrator,	from	his	experience,	notices	this	quite	well	
but	purposely	disappoints	Ranga	saying	that	Ratna	is	married.
The	next	morning	 the	narrator	meticulously	plots	with	Shastri,	 the	 fortune	 teller,	 to	 trap	Ranga	and	have	him	
marry	Ratna.	He	tutors	him	in	what	is	to	be	said	and	done	when	he	will	bring	the	boy	to	him.
The	narrator	finds	Ranga	miserable	that	day.	The	latter	complains	of	headache	and	the	narrator	suggests	that	they	
should	visit	Shastri.	Thereupon	Ranga	is	taken	to	Shastri	who	cleverly	reacts	by	saying	that	their	visit	has	been	a	
surprise.	The	narrator	acts	foolishly	forgetting	what	he	is	supposed	to	say	but	Shastri	cleverly	manages	the	scene.

Everything	goes	well	as	per	the	plan.	Shyama,	the	narrator,	asks	Shastri	what	might	be	worrying	the	boy.	Shastri	
calculates	 throwing	his	cowries	and	suggests	 that	 it	 is	about	a	girl.	On	 further	calculation	he	suggests	 that	 the	
girl’s	name	has	connection	with	something	found	in	the	ocean.	The	narrator	asks	if	it	could	be	‘Kamala’.	Then	he	
suggests	‘Pachchi’,	meaning	moss.	When	Shastri	hints	‘pearl’	or	‘Ratna’,	the	narrator	becomes	jubilant	and	Ranga	
is	amazed.	Shyama	further	asks	if	there	is	any	chance	of	negotiation	of	the	marriage	bearing	any	fruit,	to	which	
Shastri	answered	affirmative.	But	once	again	the	narrator	pours	water	on	Ranga’s	hopes	by	saying	that	Ratna	is	
married.

However,	on	the	way	the	narrator	enters	Rama	Rao’s	house	and	comes	out	of	 the	house	to	 inform	Ranga	that	
Ratna	is	unmarried	and	the	previous	information	about	her	marriage	was	wrong.	Now	visibly	Ranga’s	joys	have	
no	limits.	When	the	narrator	asks	him	whether	whatever	the	astrologer	told	is	right,	he	admits	that	it	is	true	and	
further	adds	that	there	is	more	truth	in	astrology	than	he	thought.

Later	 the	narrator	 informs	Shastri	about	 the	success	story	and	makes	a	sarcastic	comment	about	astrology.	But	
Shastri	is	not	ready	to	accept.	He	says	that	the	former	gave	only	the	hints	and	whatever	he	said	was	the	result	of	
his	calculation.

Ranga marries Ratna

Whatever	the	case	might	be,	Ranga	finally	gets	married	to	Ratna	and	fathers	two	children.	Moreover	Ratna	is	now	
eight	months	pregnant.	The	narrator	is	invited	to	the	third	birth	anniversary	of	Ranga’s	child,	who	was	named	
after	the	narrator	as	‘Shyama’.	On	finding	this,	the	narrator	mildly	chides	Ranga	saying	that	he	knows	that;	It	is	
the	English	custom	to	name	the	child	after	someone	one	likes,	but	it	is	not	fair	to	name	him	‘Shyama’	because	he	
is	fair	complexioned.

All	said	and	done,	it	is	interesting	to	find	how	Ranga	forgets	what	he	learned	about	happy	marriages	in	cities	and	
gives	in	to	the	far	deeper	influences	the	village	customs	and	traditions	have	on	him.

nnn

CHAPTER-4
ALBERT EINSTEIN AT SCHOOL

	 —Patrick Pringle

Introduction
This	chapter	is	an	extract	from	the	biography	of	Albert	Einstein,	the	greatest	scientist.	It	throws	light	on	the	basic	
nature	of	the	young	boy.	During	his	school	days,	he	was	considered	a	dull	student.	He	did	not	like	his	school	and	
the	subject	taught	there.	He	considered	it	useless	to	study	subject	other	than	those	related	to	Science.	

Summary
Albert’ views on education

Einstein’s	history	teacher	Braun	asked	him	in	what	year	the	Prussians	had	defeated	the	French	at	Waterloo.	He	
respectfully	replied	that	he	did	not	know.	Mr.	Braun	further	asked	him	if	he	ever	tried	to	learn	it.	Einstein	told	him	
that	he	did	not	see	any	point	in	learning	dates,	one	could	always	look	them	up	in	a	book.	He	said	that	he	did	not	
think	learning	facts	was	education.	He	thought	it	was	not	facts	that	mattered	but	ideas.	Mr.	Braun’s	eyes	grew	cold	
and	cruel.	He	asked	Einstein	to	stay	in	for	an	extra	period.	He	called	it	disgrace	and	told	him	to	ask	his	father	to	take	
him	away.	But	Albert	knew	that	his	father	would	ask	him	to	stay	until	he	had	taken	the	diploma.
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His boarding and lodging in Munich

He	felt	miserable	as	he	knew	that	his	father	had	so	little	money	to	spare	that	Albert	had	to	live	in	a	room	in	one	
of	the	poorest	quarters	in	Munich.	He	did	not	mind	bad	food,	lack	of	comfort	and	even	the	dirt	and	squalor,	but	
he	hated	the	slum	violence.	The	land	lady	used	to	beat	children	regularly	and	she	herself	was	beaten	up	by	her	
husband	who	came	drunk	on	Saturdays.	

Albert’s interests

Albert	doubted	if	he	would	ever	pass	the	exam.	He	was	much	intelligent	than	most	of	the	boys.	He	was	supposed	
to	only	repeat	in	the	exam	what	he	was	taught.	But	his	problem	was	that	he	was	no	good	at	learning	things.	His	
interests	were	different.	There	was	little	science	at	school,	still	he	was	studying	a	book	on	Geology.	His	interest	lay	
in	Science.	Apart	from	studying	Science	his	only	other	hobby	was	music.	He	played	the	violin	regularly.	He	told	his	
friend	Yuri	that	it	was	absurd	that	he	should	go	on	like	this.	In	the	end	it	would	turn	out	that	he	had	been	wasting	
his	father’s	money	and	everyone’s	time.	It	would	be	better	for	all	if	he	stopped	that.

Gets a certificate for nervous breakdown

Albert	asked	Yuri	if	he	knew	any	friendly	doctors	who	might	declare	that	he	had	a	nervous	breakdown	and	it	was	
bad	for	him	to	go	to	school.	Yuri	suggested	to	him	the	name	of	Dr.	Ernest	Weil.

Albert	met	the	doctor,	who	understood	Albert’s	problem	and	agreed	to	certify	the	same.	But	he	wanted	to	know	
what	Albert	would	do	next.

Albert’s future plans

Albert	 replied	he	would	go	 to	Milan	where	his	parents	were.	 There	he	would	 seek	 admission	 in	 some	 Italian	
college.	Albert	was	certain	of	getting	help	from	his	Maths	teacher.	He	had	learnt	all	the	Maths	that	they	taught	at	
school	and	even	more.	Dr.	Weil	handed	him	a	certificate	and	wished	him	best	of	luck.

Expelled from the School
Albert	was	summoned	to	the	head	teacher’s	room.	The	head	teacher	told	Albert,	to	his	surprise,	that	his	work	had	
been	terrible	and	he	was	not	prepared	to	have	him	there	any	longer.	He	wanted	him	to	leave	the	school.	Einstein	
asked	if	it	was	an	expulsion.	The	head	teacher	replied	that	if	he	went	of	his	own	accord,	the	question	won’t	arise.	
The	charge	against	him	was	that	he	was	on	constant	rebellion	and	made	it	impossible	for	teacher	to	teach	and	the	
other	children	to	learn.	Albert	told	him	that	he	himself	was	going	to	leave	any	way.
He	walked	out	of	the	school	where	he	had	spent	five	miserable	years.

nnn

CHAPTER-5
MOTHER'S DAY

	 —J. B. Priestley

Introduction
The	person	whom	we	all	adore	next	to	God	is	our	Mother.	We	can	never	repay	our	debt	to	her.	It	 is	 ironical	to	
note	that	she	rarely	gets	her	due.	This	play	brings	out	the	sad	condition	of	the	mother	in	most	homes.	A	mother	
works	from	dawn	till	night	to	satisfy	the	needs	of	her	husband	and	children.	She	cleans	and	sweeps.	She	cooks	
and	washes.	But	sadly	she	gets	no	reward	or	praise	for	her	labour.	Her	husband	and	children	are	most	thoughtless.	
They	never	realize	that	she,	too,	is	a	human	being	and	needs	rest.	We	work	for	five	or	six	days	in	a	week	and	claim	
it	as	a	right	to	have	a	day	or	two	off.	But	do	we	allow	the	same	right	to	our	mother	?	Don’t	mothers,	to	like	all	of	us,	
have	a	body	that	can	get	tired	and	a	mind	that	can	get	bored?	Don’t	they,	too,	need	some	recreation?	Do	we	ever	
think	of	it	?	If	we	don’t,	we	need	to	be	chastised	in	some	way	or	other.	This	is	what	this	play	is	all	about.	

Summary
Mrs. Pearson’s position in her family
Mrs.	Pearson	is	very	fond	of	her	husband	and	children.	But	they	are	thoughtless	and	selfish.	The	children	(Cyril	the	
son,	and	Doris,	the	daughter)	take	no	notice	of	the	mother.	They	treat	her	like	a	servant.
Mrs. Fitzgerald offers a solution-they change personalities
Mrs.	Pearson’s	neighbour	Mrs.	Fitzgerald,	offers	 to	set	 the	Pearson’s	 family	right.	She	knows	some	magic.	Mrs.	
Fitzgerald	changes	her	personality	with	that	of	Mrs.	Pearson.	Now	she	looks	like	Mrs.	Pearson	and	Mrs.	Pearson	
look	like	her.	Mrs.	Fitzgerald	sends	Mrs.	Pearson	to	her	house	for	some	time.
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Mrs. Pearson becomes firm and strict with her family
Soon	Mrs.	 Pearson’s	 daughter	 Doris,	 comes	 home	 from	work.	 She	 feels	 shocked	 to	 see	 her	 mother	 smoking	
(Actually,	as	we	know	she	is	Mrs.	Fitzgerald.)	and	playing	cards.	She	gets	a	curt	reply	in	incisive	tone	when	she	
asks	for	tea	which	is	not	ready.	The	mother	says	she	might	go	later	for	dinner	at	Clarendan.	Doris	says	angrily	that	
she	had	been	working	hard	all	day	and	yet	she	can’t	get	even	tea.
The	mother	replies	that	she	too	has	been	working	hard	all	day	long.	Doris	is	unable	to	understand	why	her	mother	
is	behaving	so	strangely.
Now,	Mrs.	Pearson’s	son	Cyril	comes	in.	He	is	back	from	work.	He	feels	annoyed	to	find	that	his	mother	has	not	
prepared	tea	for	him.	He	asks	his	mother	if	his	shirt	has	been	mended.	Mrs.	Pearson	replies	sharply	that	she	doesn’t	
like	mending.	Cyril	wonders	what	has	happened	to	his	mother.	Mrs.	Pearson	says	that	they	all	work	for	fixed	hours	
in	their	offices.	They	have	two	day	off	a	week.	She	announces	that	she	will	also	have	off	days	in	a	week.
In	 the	meantime,	her	husband,	George	Pearson	 comes	 in.	He	notices	Doris	 in	 tears.	He	 looks	 at	Mrs.	 Pearson	
sipping	stout	at	the	odd	hour	of	the	day.	He	is	surprised	at	her	and	annoyed	to	learn	that	there	is	no	tea	ready	for	
him.	He	is	further	told	that	he	is	one	of	the	standing	jokes	for	club	members.	They	call	him	Pompy-Ompy	Pearson	
because	he	is	so	slow	and	pompous,	George	is	horrified.	He	turns	to	Cyril	for	help.	But	Cyril	only	confirms	Mum’s	
observation	 that	Dad	 is	 laughed	at	by	 club	members	at	his	back.	George	 leaves	 the	 room,	much	put	out	Cyril	
angrily	at	mother	and	asks	why	she	has	hurt	Dad’s	feelings	and	his	too.	Her	answer	is	that	truth	ought	not	to	hurt	
anybody.	Secondly,	if	father	did	not	go	to	the	club	so	often	they	would	stop	laughing	at	him.
All	the	three	can	hardly	believe	the	change	they	see	in	Mrs.	Pearson.	They	have	never	seen	her	in	such	a	terrible	
form.	Now	they	are	all	scared	of	her.	None	dares	her	to	oppose	her	in	anyway.	Meanwhile	Mrs.	Fitzgerald	from	
next	door	knocks	at	the	door.	Cyril	calls	her	a	silly	old	woman	which	is	object	to	his	mom.	She	is	let	in.	She	enquiries	
if	everything	is	all	right.	Cyril	doesn’t	like	her	interference	in	the	family	affairs.	The	mother	silences	him	with	a	
rebuke	and	calls	him	a	silly,	spoilt	young	pie	can.	But	the	next	moment,	the	real	Mrs.	Pearson	can	no	longer	stand	
the	shabby	treatment	of	her	family.	George,	Doris	and	Cyril	are	asked	to	leave	the	room	for	sometime.
Family attitude changed
The	two	ladies	change	back	into	their	proper	personalities.	Mrs.	Fitzgerald	warns	Mrs.	Pearson	not	to	go	soft	again	
or	it	would	all	be	mere	waste.	George,	Doris	and	Cyril	have	now	changed	a	lot.	They	readily	agree	to	do	whatever	
Mrs.	Pearson	wants	them	to	do.

nnn

CHAPTER-6
THE GHAT OF THE ONLY WORLD

	 —Amitav Ghosh

Introduction
The article gives a deeply touching account of Kashmiri poet who dies of cancer in the US. The tumour in his brain was first 
detected in Feb. 2000 and he died on Dec. 8, 2001. He was a very jovial person and loved the company of intellectuals at his own 
house. He taught in different colleges and universities. His name was Agha Shahid Ali. He asked the writer to write something 
about him after his death. The writer kept his promise. He writes about Shahid as he knew him, he gives a brief chronology of 
Shahid’s life and his acquaintance with him.

Summary
The writer had a friend named Agha Shahid. Both the writer and his friend were then living in America. The writer knew that 
Shahid had brain cancer and had been under treatment for about fourteen months. Shahid knew that he was not going to live 
long. But the first time he talked to the writer of his approaching death was 25th April 2001. The writer had rung him up to 
remind him that they had been invited to lunch at a friend’s house while responding to the writer’s call. Shahid said that he 
could see nothing. He knew that his end was near. He said to the writer, “When if happens I hope you’ll write something for 
me.” The writer tried to reassure Shahid and said, “Shahid, you will be fine you have to be strong. “The writer could think of 
nothing to say to a friend on such a topic. But finally he said, “Shahid I’ll do the best I can.”
Agha Shahid Ali was a Kashmiri Muslim settled in US. His brother and sister also lived at Brooklyn. His parents stayed on 
in Kashmir but his youngest sister Sameetah was a school teacher in Brooklyn. He was a poet and a teacher, very popular and 
social. His collection of poems had been published in 1997—’The country without a Post-office’. The writer had read some of 
these poems and was greatly impressed. Till then he knew only this much about Shahid that he was from Srinagar and had 
studied at Delhi University and their time at the University had briefly over lapped. But the two had never met. Though the 
writer had never met Shahid till 1998, they had some friends in common. One of them put the writer in touch with Shahid. 
Between 1998 and 1999, they had several conversations on the phone and even met a couple of times. But they didn’t know 
much about each other. Between 1999 and 2000, Shahid worked as a teacher in different colleges in America. On 7th May 2000 
the writer went to meet Shahid in a college where he has then employed.
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There he saw that Shahid was very popular with his students. In Feb, 2000, when he was doing a brief job at New York 
University, he had his first blackout. After tests, it was found that he had brain cancer. Now, Shahid decided to move to 
Brooklyn. So that he could be close to his youngest sister . The writer lived a few blocks away from that place. Now they became 
very thick with each other and met quite often. Though Shahid’s condition was deteriorating, he was still jovial, full of wit.
One afternoon Suketu Mehta, who was also a writer and lived in Brooklyn, joined them for lunch. Together they made a plan 
for an ‘adda’ a place where they could just meet as friends, talk together and be happy. They began to meet regularly and from 
time to time other writers also joined them. On one occasion a crew arrived with a television camera and filmed them.
Shahid was a lively person. Not withstanding the fatal disease he was suffering from, he enjoyed every moment of his life. 
Often there were parties at his house. He said that these parties did not give him anytime to be depressed. His apartment was 
on the seventh floor of a building. It gave him a good view of the city across the river. To him it looked like a Ghat under the 
glittering lights of the city. It provided a wonderful view of city skyline across the East River. As one went up and one could 
smell the fragrance of rogan josh and hear songs and voices coming out of his flat. The gathering consisted of poets, students, 
writers and relatives. Almost to the very end, he was the centre to a mela of talk, laughter, food and of course, poetry.
Shahid was a great lover of good food. He always kept track of the progress of the meal that was being cooked. From time 
to time, he would leave his friends and go the kitchen to give directions to the cook. Even when his eyesight too was , failing, 
he could tell from the smell alone which state the rogan josh had reached. Shahid took personal interest in the preparation of 
food for a dinner party. He placed great emphasis on the exact method of cooking. He would not tolerate any deviation from 
traditional methods and recipes. He had a special passion for Kashmiri food in Pandit style. He loved Bengali food also. He was 
sad to think that all the Pandits had left the valley along with their food. He mentioned this fact also in his poems.
The writer had some common tastes with Shahid. Both of them were fond of rogan josh, Begum Akhtar, Kishore Kumar and 
old Bombay films. Both of them had a common indifference to cricket. Shahid was specially fond of Begum Akhtar’s music. 
He had met Begum Akhtar through a friend when he was a teenager. And she had influenced him deeply. Shahid himself was 
witty and full of humour.
Shahid was first and foremost a poet. He was pained at the steady deterio ration of the political situation in Kashmir. It became 
the central subject of his work. But he was not a political poet. He believed that a poet should have nothing to do with politics. 
He believed in the unity of different religions. In his childhood he wanted to make a temple in his home. His mother helped 
him in this. She bought him idols and other things. For a time he even conducted pujas at his temples. Shahid’s heart was 
always in Kashmir, though he had left it long ago. He was a liberal and open minded secularst. On 5th may 2001, the writer 
had a telephone conversation with Shahid. The doctors had given up all hope. They gave him a year or less. The last time, the 
writer saw Shahid was on 27th oct. 2001. Shahid was then at his brother’s house. He was aware of his approaching end, and he 
had made his peace with it. There was no trace of any anguish on his face. Shahid had once said to the writer, “I love to think 
that I’ll meet my mother in his after life, if there is an after life.”
Shahid died peacefully in his sleep at 2 A.M. on 8 Dec, 2001. The writer felt a great void after Shahid’s death. He was amazed 
that so brief a friendship had resulted in so vast a void. The writer says when often when he walks into his living room, he 
remembers Shahid’s presence there.

nnn

CHAPTER-7
BIRTH

 —A. J. Cronin

Introduction
This	chapter	is	an	extract	from	A.J.	Cronin’s	novel	‘The	Citadel	(1937)’.	It	describes	how	a	young	doctor	reviews	a	
child	that	is	thrown	away	as	still	born.	Joe	Morgan	and	his	wife	are	a	middle-aged	couple.	They	have	been	married	
for	twenty	years	but	haven’t	any	child	so	far.	Now,	Mrs.	Morgan	is	expecting	her	first	child.	Both	her	husband	and	
her	mother	are	feeling	very	nervous	because	the	delivery	of	the	child	is	going	to	be	before	time.	A	young	doctor	
named	Andrew	is	called	in.	The	doctor	has	to	put	in	hard	labour	in	the	delivery	of	the	child.	When	the	child	is	born,	
it	seems	to	be	still	born.	This	shock	could	be	too	much	for	the	Morgans	to	bear.	When	the	doctor	is	attending	to	the	
mother,	the	nurse	places	the	baby	under	the	bed	among	dirty	newspapers.	After	assuring	himself	that	the	mother	
is	safe,	the	doctor	looks	for	the	baby.	Finding	it	under	the	bed,	he	at	once	pulls	it	out.	It	was	a	boy	perfectly	formed.	
The	boy	was	warm	but	was	not	breathing.	At	once	the	doctor	sets	to	revive	the	child’s	breath.	After	half	an	hour’s	
terrible	effort,	he	is	at	last	successful.	He	thanks	God	and	hands	the	child	to	the	nurse.	While	going	in	the	street	he	
keeps	thinking,	“I	have	done	something;	ohh,	God!	I	have	done	something	real	at	last.	“	
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Summary
About Andrew Manson
Andrew	Manson	had	just	completed	his	study	of	medicine.	He	began	his	medical	practice	as	an	assistant	to	Dr.	
Edward	Page	in	a	small	town	of	Blainelly.	He	loved	a	girl,	Christine	but	his	experience	was	disappointing.

Joe Morgan expecting his first baby – waiting for Andrew
It	was	nearly	midnight	when	he	reached	Bryngower.	He	found	Joe	Morgan	waiting	for	him.	Joe	had	been	married	
for	nearly	twenty	years	and	now	his	wife	was	expecting	her	first	baby.	An	expression	of	relief	came	on	Morgan’s	
face	at	the	sight	of	the	doctor.	He	told	the	doctor	that	he	had	been	waiting	for	him	for	an	hour.	He	said	that	his	wife	
needed	his	presence	because	the	child	was	expected	to	be	born	before	time.

Andrew waits at Morgans for the delivery
Andrew	went	into	the	house.	He	saw	two	ladies	inside	the	room.	One	was	Joe’s	mother-in-law	and	the	other	was	
the	mid-wife.	The	mother	was	worried.	She	realized	that	the	delivery	might	take	some	time.	She	was	afraid	that	the	
doctor	would	leave	the	case,	saying	that	he	would	return	later.	But	looking	at	the	family’s	concern	Andrew	decided	
to	wait.	He	drank	the	tea	down	in	tile	kitchen.	He	was	tense.	He	knew	that	the	case	would	demand	all	his	intention.	
He	made	up	his	mind	to	remain	there	until	everything	was	over.	
An	hour	 later	he	went	upstairs.	He	noted	 the	progress	made	and	came	down	once	more.	He	sat	down	by	 the	
kitchen	fire.

The child born lifeless
At	last	the	nurse’s	voice	was	heard	calling	from	the	top	landing.	Andrew	looked	at	the	clock.	It	now	showed	half	
past	three.	He	rose	and	went	up	to	the	bedroom.	He	saw	that	he	could	now	begin	his	work.	An	hour	passed.	It	was	
a	long,	hard	struggle.	Then	as	the	first	rays	of	dawn	appeared	the	child	was	born,	lifeless.

Andrew’s Dilemma
Andrew	was	horrified	to	see	the	still-born	child.	His	face	chilled	suddenly.	There	were	two	options	before	him-
whether	to	attend	to	the	child	or	save	the	mother,	who	too	was	in	critical	state.	Blindly,	he	gave	the	child	to	the	
nurse	and	turned	his	attention	to	Susan	Morgan.	She	lay	collapsed,	almost	pulseless.	She	was	still	under	the	effect	
of	ether.	He	gave	an	injection	and	worked	feverishly	until	her	heart	strengthened.	He	realized	that	she	was	safe.
Swinging	round	to	the	nurse	he	asked	for	the	child.	The	mid-wife	made	a	frightened	gesture.	She	had	placed	the	
child	under	the	bed.	In	a	flash,	Andrew	knelt	down.	Fishing	among	the	sodden	newspapers	below	the	bed,	he	
pulled	out	the	child.	

Andrew’s efforts to revive the child
When	Andrew	looked	at	the	child	he	at	once	knew	that	it	was	a	case	of	asphyxia	(unconsciousness	due	to	lack	of	
oxygen).	Instantly	he	was	on	his	feet.	He	asked	for	hot	water	and	cold	water	and	basins	too.	He	laid	the	child	into	
the	icy	cold	water	and	then	into	the	steaming	hot	water.	Fifteen	minutes	passed.
Andrew	 was	 feeling	 a	 sense	 of	 defeat	 and	 hopelessness.	 The	 mid-wife	 was	 watching	 him	 in	 dismay	 and	
astonishment.	The	old	women	stood	there	leaning	against	the	wall.	He	remembered	how	keen	she	was	to	have	a	
child.	

The child revived–Andrew feels he has done something meaningful
And	then	like	a	miracle,	the	little	chest	gave	a	short	heave	and	the	child	started	gasping.	The	skin	started	changing	
colour	and	then	came	the	child’s	cry.	Andrew	handed	the	child	to	the	nurse.	He	dazed.	He	left	the	house	thinking	
he	had	done	something	real	at	last.
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CHAPTER-8
THE TALE OF MELON CITY

 —Vikram Seth

Introduction
‘The	Tale	of	Melon	City’	is	a	humorous	poem.	It	makes	fun	of	a	crazy	King	who	claimed	to	be	just	and	peace	loving.	
The	poem	highlights	the	funny	pitfalls	of	the	whole	system	of	governance	in	a	state	where	custom	gets	top	priority,	
the	ruler	is	a	despot	and	the	ignorant	people	are	docile.	Such	a	country	is	ruled	by	a	brainless	melon	King.	The	
people	take	no	interest	in	who	their	ruler	is	as	long	as	they	are	allowed	to	live	in	peace.
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Summary
The King orders an arch to be made

A	King	ruled	over	a	city.	He	was	a	just	King	and	was	always	cool.	He	ordered	that	a	triumphal	arch	should	be	built	
across	the	major	thorough	fare	of	his	Kingdom.	The	workmen	built	the	arch	as	desired	by	the	King.

The falling of the Kings Crown 

But,	when	 the	King	 rode	 through	 that	 arch	his	 crown	hit	 against	 it	 and	was	knocked	down.	At	once	 a	 frown	
appeared	on	the	calm	face	of	the	King.	He	felt	disgraced.	

King orders hanging 

He	ordered	the	chief	of	the	builders	to	be	hanged.	The	rope	and	the	gallows	were	arranged	for	the	hanging.	But	
when	the	chief	of	 the	builders	was	being	 led	there,	he	cried	out	as	he	passed	by	the	King,	“O	King!	 it	was	the	
workmen’s	fault.	The	workmen	said	in	self-defence	that	the	bricks	were	defective,	not	identical	in	size.	The	King	
then	sent	for	the	masons	who	trembled	with	fear.	They	shifted	the	blame	to	the	architect.	

The	King	ordered	the	architect	to	be	hanged.	The	architect	then	reminded	the	King	that	he	himself	had	seen	and	
approved	the	plan.	Now,	the	King	himself	was	cornered.	He	stood	confused.	

The wisest man called 

He	sought	the	advice	of	the	wisest	man	in	the	state.	The	wisest	man	was	too	old	to	see	or	walk.	His	voice	was	
broken.	He	suggested	that	the	arch	itself	being	the	real	culprit,	must	be	hanged.	The	arch	had	dared	to	hit	 the	
Crown	of	the	King’s	head.	The	arch	was	taken	to	the	gallows.	Just	then	a	councillor	submitted	that	the	arch	had	just	
touched	the	head	of	his	majesty	respectfully,	so	it	would	be	shameful	to	hang	a	thing	that	had	touched	the	King’s	
head.	By	then	the	crowd	had	become	restless.	They	had	started	grumbling	because	they	had	gathered	there	to	see	
the	hanging.	On	seeing	the	mood	of	the	crowd	the	King	trembled	in	fear.	He	said	that	the	finer	points	related	to	
guilt	could	be	postponed	but	someone	had	to	be	hanged	immediately.

King gets hanged

So,	the	noose	was	set	up	a	little	high.	Each	man	was	measured	one	after	the	other.	There	was	only	one	man	that	
was	tall	enough	to	fit	the	noose.	And	that	was	the	King	himself.	Therefore	the	King	was	hanged	by	his	own	orders.

Melon chosen as the New King

The	ministers	now	faced	another	problem	that	the	state	must	have	a	king	urgently.	The	messengers	heralded	the	
royal	proclamation,	“The	next	person	to	pass	the	city	gate	will	choose	the	rural	of	the	state”.	An	idiot	passed	by	the	
gate.	The	guards	stopped	him	and	asked	who	was	to	be	the	King	of	the	state.	The	idiot	replied	“A	melon”	because	it	
was	his	standard	answer	to	all	the	questions.	He	liked	melons	so	much.	The	ministers	agreed	to	crown	the	melon.	
They	set	it	down	on	the	throne.	

This	happened	many	years	ago.	Now,	if	anyone	asks	those	people	how	they	came	to	have	a	melon	as	their	king.	
They	say	that	it	was	the	king’s	own	choice	what	he	wanted	to	be	and	they	had	nothing	to	do	with	it	as	long	as	
their	own	peace	and	liberty	were	disturbed.	Thus,	the	principles	of	Laissez	faire	(non-interference	with	individual	
freedom)	were	well	established	in	that	state.
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