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General Instructions:
1. Answer all Questions in Section A and Section B.
2. The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

Section - A [20 Marks]
Question 1
Choose the correct options for the following questions:  [10]

  (i) What is Ferdinand doing at the beginning of Act III Scene I? 
  (a) Cursing Prospero (b) Gathering wood
  (c) Planning to escape (d) Sighing deeply

  (ii) What is Ferdinand willing to become for Miranda in Act III Scene I? 
  (a) King of Naples (b) A patient log man
  (c) Her beloved (d) A traitor to Prospero 

  (iii) In the masque scene, whom does Iris tell Ceres not to be afraid of?
  (a) Iris (b)  Cupid
  (c) Juno (d) Venus

  (iv) Where had Ariel confined the “three men of sin” in the beginning of Act V?
  (a) In Caliban’s cave (b) In the wrecked ship
  (c) In the line-grove (d) In Prospero’s cave

  (v) What are we told about Louise Mallard right at the beginning of the short story,
  The Story of an Hour?
  (a) She is proud (b) She is lonely
  (c) She has a weak heart (d) She cannot tolerate noise

  (vi) In the short story, To Build a Fire, who advises the Man not to travel alone in the cold weather?
  (a) The old timer at Sulphur Creek (b) His mates
  (c) Another traveller (d) His dog

   (vii) In the short story, The Singing Lesson, what did Mary Beazley give Miss Meadows as the latter entered the 
music hall?

  (a) Her music books
  (b) A yellow rose
  (c) A yellow chrysanthemum
  (d) A letter from Basil

  (viii) In the poem, Crossing the Bar, which voyage is the poet referring to?
  (a) A voyage of discovery
  (b) The voyage from life to death
  (c) The voyage of self-discovery
  (d) The voyage of the imagination
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  (ix) What does the word “coppice” mean in the poem The Darkling Thrush?
  (a) Grassland
  (b) Dense Forest
  (c) Woods
  (d) Trees

  (x) In the poem We are the Music Makers, where are the creative people usually found?
  (a) Palaces (b) In crowded cities
  (c) Near streams and sea- breakers (d) Markets
Question 2.

Complete the following sentences by providing a reason for each: [10]

  (i) In Act III Scene I of The Tempest, Miranda disobeyed her father and crept out to meet Ferdinand because 
_________.

  (ii) At the end of Act III of The Tempest, Prospero is not surprised at the love that has bloomed between Miranda 
and Ferdinand because _________.

  (iii) In Act III Scene II of The Tempest, Caliban is annoyed with Trinculo because _________.

  (iv) In Act V of The Tempest, Prospero embraces Alonso because _________.

  (v) In the short story, To Build a Fire, the man carried his lunch wrapped in a handkerchief, next to his skin 
because _________.

  (vi) In the short story The Story of an Hour, Richards hurried to give the news of Bently Mallard’s death to Mrs. 
Mallard because _________.

  (vii) In the short story, The Sound Machine, Mrs. Saunders turned and ran up the garden into her house because 
_________.

  (viii) In the poem, The Darkling Thrush, all humankind had sought their household fires because _________.

  (ix) In the poem, Birches, the poet often dreams of going back to his childhood because _________.

  (x) In the poem, We are the Music Makers, the poet declares that music makers are considered failures because 
_________.

Section - B [60 Marks]
THE TEMPEST: WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Question 3.

Complete the following sentences by providing a reason for each: [10]

  (i) Referring closely to Act IV of the play, explain why Prospero ends the masque suddenly? What does he tell 
Ferdinand about the impermanence of the world? [5]

  (ii) With close reference to Act III Scene II of the play, describe the plot that Caliban hatches to murder Prospero.
 [5]

  (iii) (a) Referring closely to the masque presented by Prospero for Ferdinand and Miranda, explain the purpose 
of the masque. [10]

OR
   (b) Referring  closely  to  the  interaction  between  Prospero  and  Alonso  in Act V of the play, describe the 

changes that you notice in both these characters. [10]

ECHOES: PROSE

Question 4.

  (i) Referring closely to the short story "The Sound Machine", describe the events that occurred when Klausner 
went to the park with his sound machine. [5]

  (ii) Describe the interaction between Miss Meadows and the Science Mistress in the short story "The Singing 
Lesson". Comment on the behaviour of Miss Meadows. [5]

  (iii) (a) What do you conclude about the struggles and challenges faced by women from the short story, "The 
Story of an Hour"?  [10]
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OR
   (b) The cold becomes a character in the short story, "To Build a Fire". Do you agree? Give your views by 

referring to the story. [10]
REVERIE: POETRY

Question 5.

  (i) In the poem, "Crossing the Bar", discuss why the thought of death poses no fear for the poet. [5]

  (ii) Music makers are change makers. How is this conveyed in the poem "We are the Music Makers"? [5]
  (iii) (a) How does the poet resolve the crisis in his mind in the poem "The Darkling Thrush"? What are his 

thoughts at the end of the poem? [10]
OR

   (b) "Dover Beach" combines beautiful natural description with a commentary on the contemporary situation. 
Discuss. [10]
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Sample Question Paper-1
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Section - A [20 Marks]
Question 1

   (i) Option (b) is correct.
  Explanation: In Act III Scene I, Ferdinand enters 

bearing a log of wood, which was the task 
assigned by Prospero to him as a punishment.

  (ii) Option (b) is correct.
  Explanation: Ferdinand enters carrying a log. 

He claims it would be tedious task except that 
he carries it to serve Miranda. Even though it is 
a punishment given by Prospero, he willingly 
accepts to become a patient log man for her 
sake.

  (iii) Option (d) is correct.
  Explanation: The dark god of underworld had 

kidnapped Ceres and her daughter due to the 
plot hatched by Venus and her son Cupid. 
Since then Ceres had always kept away from 
Venus and her son. But Iris assured her not to 
be afraid of Venus, because she was not coming 
in the masque party. 

  (iv) Option (c) is correct.
  Explanation: Ariel confined all the 'three men 

of sin' in the groves of lime which provided 
protection to Prospero's cell in bad weather. 
They were kept as prisoners who could not 
move till Prospero released them.

  (v) Option (c) is correct.
  Explanation: In the introduction of the short 

story 'The story of an Hour', we are informed 
about Mrs. Mallard afflicted with a heart 
trouble. Her sister Josephine and her friend 
Richards took great care to break the news of 
her husband's death very gently.

  (vi) Option (a) is correct.
  Explanation: Towards the end of the story 'To 

Build a Fire', the man remembered the advice 
of the old-timer on sulphur creek, who warned 
him not to travel alone in the cold weather, 
because if any trail - mate had accompanied the 
man, then he could had built the fire and saved 
him (the man) from dying.

  (vii) Option (c) is correct.
  Explanation: Whenever Miss Meadows entered 

music hall, her favourite student Mary Beazley 
always greeted her "Good morning along 
with Miss Meadow's favourite flower yellow 
chrysanthemum everyday.   

  (viii) Option (b) is correct.
  Explanation: The poet is referring to the voyage 

from life to death in the poem 'Crossing the 
Bar'. A sea voyage is used as a metaphor for 
death of the poet, which is approaching near.

  (ix) Option (c) is correct.
  Explanation: 'Coppice' means the gate that 

opens into the woods in the poem 'The Darkling 
Thrush'. 

  (x) Option (c) is correct.
  Explanation: In the poem 'We are the Music 

Makers', the creative artists are usually found 
wandering alone by sea-breakers and sitting by 
the desolate storms and other strange places. 

Question 2

  (i) She could not see Ferdinand carrying logs, and 
she wanted to release him by offering her help 
in carrying logs on his behalf instead, as she 
was a very kind-hearted women. 

  (ii) Prospero himself had planned their falling 
in love and their liking for each other. It was 
Prospero's well-knit plan.

  (iii) Trinculo teases Caliban by calling him a liar at 
whatever he says. He also calls him a drunken 
fish and a coward, who has drunken a lot of 
wine.

  (iv) Alonso was filled with remorse and 
immediately gives up Prospero's dukedom 
and Prospero embraces him in a gesture of 
reconciliation.

  (v) It was the only way to keep away the biscuits 
from freezing.

  (vi) It was he who had been to the newspaper office 
when intelligence of the railroad disaster was 
received, with Brently Mallard's name leading 
in the list of ''Killed".
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  (vii) Mrs. Saunders had always believed her 
neighbour to be a rather peculiar person and 
now it seemed that he had gone completely 
mad and was talking nonsense.

  (viii) It was to cold outside at this time of sunset. So 
all human beings living nearby escaped from 
the cold outside and sat by fire in their home.

  (ix) He desires to escape from his troubles by going 
upward on a branch of the birch and come 
down.

  (x) They are those who remain unsuccessful 
materially and remain in their artistic world 
escaping harsh realities of the world.

Section - B [60 Marks]
THE TEMPEST: WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Question 3

   (i)   The Tempest
   Prospero ends the Masque suddenly in Act IV 

remembering the three conspirators who had 
set out to murder him. Right before the mask, 
he had invited Reapers to join the Nymphs 
in a graceful dance. Towards the end to this 
dance, Prospero suddenly looks upset and 
says something. He then summons Ariel, who 
reports that has led the three men, all of whom 
are very drunk, through a briar patch and into 
a filthy pond, where he left them wallowing.

   Prospero tells Ferdinand that everything 
on earth has an end by saying “And like this 
insubstantial pageant faded, Leave not a rack 
behind. We are such stuff as dreams are made 
on, and our little life is rounded with a sleep.”

   This means we human beings are as unreal as 
our dreams, Our brief existence is followed by 
death which puts an end to that existence. This 
is the bare fact about the impermanence of the 
world.

  (ii) In Act III Scene II, Caliban plots against 
Prospero. Caliban tells his friends Stephano 
and Trinculo to kill Prospero when he goes 
to sleep in the afternoon. In the state of sleep, 
they can dash out his brains after having seized 
his books or they could bash his skull with a 
log, or they could stab him in the belly, or cut 
his windpipe with a knife. But they should 
bear in mind that they must first get hold of his 
books and burn them because without them 
Prospero will become ineffective, and even 
the spirits would not obey him and his magic 
spell would come to an end. After murdering 
Prospero, Stephano should marry his daughter 
Miranda and become king and make Miranda 
the Queen of the island. Caliban and Trinculo 
will become their governors and serve them.

   (iii) (a) Prospero's masque is focused on pastoral 
motifs, with reapers and nymphs 
celebrating the fertility of the land. The 
performance of a masque traditionally 
took place on festive occasion and at 
marriage celebrations. It was put up in 
honour of the forthcoming marriage to 
Ferdinand and Miranda. The Nymphs 
and reapers danced in costly costumes 
presenting a lovely pageant. It was written 
in rhymed verse and took place in open air. 
The characters were mythological and the 
whole show represented a majestic vision.

    The masque took place in Act IV and is 
connected with the story of play as it 
marks the celebrations of engagement and 
forthcoming wedding of the young couple.

    The masque in the play is arranged by 
Prospero, who summons the goddesses 
Ceres, Juno and Iris to entertain Ferdinand 
and Miranda at their engagement 
ceremony.

    The masque starts with the appearance 
of Iris, the goddess of rainbow and the 
messenger of Juno. Iris makes a long 
speech and summons Ceres, the goddess 
of agriculture and fertility. Ceres is glad 
to know that Venus and her son Cupid 
will not be there for she has avoided their 
company since her daughters' abduction. 
Juno, the wife of Jupiters, joins Ceres and 
informs her that she has been summoned 
to bless the couple who have been engaged 
to each other and are likely to be married 
soon.

    Then, Juno showers her blessings on 
the couple and wishes them a long life, 
riches, honour, many children, happiness 
in married life and long and increased 
continuance of these blessings.

    Ceres blesses the couple with plentiful 
produce of the earth, overflowing farms 
and granaries, vines laden with grapes, 
and spring immediately following autumn. 
Iris, then gathers a large number of 
nymphs who join the reapers and perform 
a splendid dance.

    The Masque not only provides 
entertainment but also serves a dramatic 
purpose. The love episode involving 
Ferdinand and Miranda has been made 
real and natural by the addition of the 
Masque in the play.

OR
   (b) Act V Scene I opens with Ariel revealing 

to Prospero that Alonso, Sebastian 
and Antonio are remorseful, worried 
and desperate. Gonzalo is worried 
and grief stricken at his king's, pain. 



9Solutions 

Prospero reassures Ariel that he will be 
compassionate in dealing with his enemies 
and asks Ariel to bring the group to him. 
While he is waiting for the king and his 
porter to appear,

    Propero soliloquizes about what he has 
accomplished with magic, and promises 
that he will now give up his magic, bury 
his magic staff and drown his magic books 
at sea.

    Almost immediately, Ariel enters with the 
Royal Party who appear to be in a trance 
and places them within the magic circle 
that Prospero had earlier drawn. With a 
few chanted words, the spell is removed. 
Prospero, clothed in the garments of Duke 
of Milan appears before them. In a gesture 
of reconciliation, Propero embraces Alonso, 
who is filled with remorse. Prospero offers 
a hearty welcome to his brother and his 
company. Alonso cannot believe his eyes, 
if that was Prospero or his spirit. But 
after seeing Prospero, his mind sickness 
improves and he feels better. He wants to 
hear Prospero's story, but before that he 
returns back his dukedom and begs for 
forgiveness for all the wrongs he had done 
to Prospero. Alonso also wonders at the 
same time how Prospero could be living in 
that place.

    To prove his presence, Prospero embraces 
Gonzalo, who was his real faithful friend. 
Then Prospero turns to Sebastian and 
Antonio and tells them that he will not 
charge them as traitors, at that time. Antonio 
is forgiven and required to renounce his 
claims on Prospero's dukedom. He forgives 
everybody including Caliban.

    While Alonso continues to mourn for the 
loss of his son. Prospero, relates that he 
too has lost his child, his daughter. But he 
means that he has lost her in marriage and 
pulls back a curtain to reveal Ferdinand 
and Miranda playing chess and they were 
to be married soon.

ECHOES: PROSE

Question 4

   (i) Klausner took the sound machine to the park in 
the morning and placed it under a long beech 
tree. Quickly, he went back home and got an 
axe and came back to the park, It was six in 
the morning and there was no one around. He 
put the earphones on his head and switched 
on the machine. He listened for a moment to 
the faint familiar humming sound, then he 
picked up the axe and swing it as hard as he 
could at the base of the tree trunk. The blade 
cut deep into the  wood and stuck there, and 
at instant he heard most extraordinary noise 

in the earphones. It was a new noise, unlike 
any he had heard before, a harsh, noteless, 
enormous noise, a growling, low-pitched, 
screaming sound, not quick and short like the 
noise of the roses, but drawn out like a sob, 
lasting for a full minute, loudest at the moment 
when the axe struck, fading gradually fainter 
and fainter until it was gone. He immediately 
ran back home and made a telephone call to Dr. 
Scott, to come at once quickly. It was early 6:30 
a.m. and he wanted to show the result of this 
experiment on machine to the doctor.

  (ii) The story 'The Singing Lesson' starts with the 
opening line 'with despair – cold, sharp despair 
– buried  deep in her heart like a wicked knife' 
shows that the Protagonist Miss Meadows is 
not  in a good mood. As she crosses the cold 
corridor leading to the music hall, she feels a 
heavy weight on her heart because of the latest 
letter which she had received from her fiance 
Basil. She happens to encounter the Science 
Mistress who stopped her on the way to wish 
her a good morning.

   Miss Meadows hated the Science Mistress for 
her cheerfulness, her beauty and charm from 
the very beginning. But today she hated her 
especially for her sweetness. She stared at 
the Science Mistress in hatred and give a cold 
reply. The Science Mistress smiled her sugary 
smile and commented "You look frozen" with 
mocking light in her blue eyes as if she had 
noticed something in Miss Meadows. To this 
Miss Meadows tried to cover up her feelings 
and smile at the Science Mistress. She gave 
her a quick grimace and passed on without 
delay to her classroom, to avoid any further 
conversation with the Science Mistress.

  (iii) (a) Kate Chopin was a writer of the nineteenth 
century of Victorian era. Her words 
depict Victorian morals and ideologies as 
prevalent in society. The Victorian era had 
stripped women of their lawful rights to 
own property, cash and bond as soon as 
they were married. The legal rights post-
marriage of all entities were transferred 
to the man, as marriage created man and 
woman as one entity with man superseding 
the representative and ownership rights. 
Thus, the identity of women was restricted 
to the domestic sphere, bending her will to 
please her husband always. 

   The protagonist Louise Mallard was no exception 
in the short story 'The Story of an Hour'. 
She lost her identity as an individual self-
burdened forever under the name of her 
husband. Louise too had been suffering 
from this claustrophobic marriage, losing 
out on her freedom of body and soul for 
years, She had been through an unhappy 
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marriage, becoming a shadow of her 
husband. On hearing the death of their 
husband, Louise reacts with obvious grief 
and greatly mourns over the news in 
private. However, when alone, she begins 
to realize that she is now an independent 
woman, a realization the enlivened her. 
She feels the authority and control over 
her life and her new independence.

    Chopin suggests that all marriages, 
even the kindest ones, were inherently 
oppressive those days. Here Louise says 
that though she did love Brently, but many 
a times she did not love him too. Louise 
admits that her husband was kind and 
loving, nonetheless, she feels joy about 
her husband's death. This reaction does 
not suggest any malice for she knows that 
she will cry at Brently's funeral. It is just 
that she views his death as a release from 
oppression. Though she never mentions 
any specific way of being oppressed by 
Brently, but she hints that marriage, in 
general, stifles both the man and the 
woman. Both the partners try to force their 
will onto each other, hence rob away the 
independence of the partners involved. 
Thus, we can conclude that the struggles 
and challenges faced by the women those 
days were the toughest to bear as compared 
to modern women of these days.

OR
   (b) In Jack Londons' short story "To build a 

Fire", the protagonist  man walks through 
the untouched landscape of Yukon. In this 
frozen landscape, there are many hazards. 
When the man sets off on his journey, the 
weather is at least fifty degrees below zero. 
Snow is everywhere, and beneath this 
snow there was a layer of ice. The thickness 
of the ice might had  varied, but there were 
also springs in which "the coldest snops 
never freezed". These posed the greatest 
threat to the man, as the springs could 
be anything - from "three inches deep, or 
three feet" deep. Stepping into one of these 
springs in temperatures as cold as this 
could very well lead to his death. While 
not necessarily a character, the cold and 
landscape of the Yukon did pose a threat to 
the man.

    In Jack London's stories the oldest conflict 
is seen between 'Man versus Nature'. When 
the man started his journey, the climate 
was not at all favourable, the man was at 
constant risk of freezing in the brutal cold. 
The man was clearly not an experienced 
Yukon adventurer. He ignored all the facts 
that indicated danger: he underestimated 
the cold, he ignored the absence of 

travellers, he emphasized his soon-to-be-
frost bitten cheekbones. Again, he does not 
make any mental process, taking facts and 
assigning them by increasing significance.

    While this may be seen at first like an 
intellectual deficit, but men truly lacks in 
instinct: the unconscious understanding 
of what the various facts meant. The dog, 
on the other hand, has pure instinct while 
it could not intellectualize the cold as the 
man could by assigning numerical values 
to the temperature but it had inherited 
knowledge about the cold, Without 
thinking, the dog knows that the cold is 
dangerous, knows that the springs are 
risky, knows to bite at the ice that forms 
between its toes, knows not to get too close 
to the fire. While the main conflict is man 
versus nature', it would be incorrect to say 
that nature or cold actively assaults the 
Man. Nature in no way goes out of its way 
to hurt the man, it would had been just as 
cold without the man's presence, as well. 
Even though the cold becomes a character 
in the story, but it is not a villian in taking 
off man's life. Had the man, listened to 
the Sulphur Creek's old timer man of not 
taking a risk of travelling alone in the 
temperature below fifty degrees, he would 
had not met the fate in this matter.

REVERIE: POETRY

Question 5

   (i) In the poem, 'Crossing the Bar', the poet 
depicts an approaching evening and relates 
it to his imminent death. The sun has set and 
the evening star is clearly visible with all the 
diminishing glory of the day. This poem was 
written in the last days of the poet and in 
his 80s. He seems to be wondering about the 
approach of death. Like many other poetic 
works, in this poem, a sea voyage is used as a 
metaphor for death. At the start of the poem, 
the poet says that the sunset and the evening 
star are a clear call for him which means that 
he is being informed of his approaching death. 
That is why he is not afraid of his death, and 
he is mentally prepared to accept it with open 
arms. The most appropriate connection of the 
'clear call' is the call from heaven. The poet has 
understood that after living a long life it is now 
time for his final journey  to God. In general 
sense, if one is visiting the sea-shore to enjoy 
the day, it is obvious that in the evening it is 
time to go back home. In this poem 'the return 
back to home' may refer to ones return to the 
kingdom of god. The poet says the setting 
of the sun is clear call to him so that he may 
return back to his actual home, which is life 
after death.
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  (ii) In the poem, 'We Are The Music Makers', the 
poet highly praises the efforts and contribution 
of artists throughout all realms. O'Shaughnessy 
goes into detail about the boon of artistry and 
what artists have done for society. He states the 
majesty and greatness of what artists manage 
to do – 'with wonderful deathless ditties, we 
built up the world's great cities, and out of a 
fabulous story, we fashion an empire's glory'. 
Thus, the poem celebrates something that is 
innate to creation, fantasy, and the wielding of 
stories to push society forward. Above all, this 
poem makes it very clear that artists have been 
the cause of society moving forward. It almost 
seems to imply that the artists of the modern 
world are to be considered as the leaders of 
that world, for it is myth, story, fantasy and 
legend that survives after all civilization has 
been eaten up by tragedy. The lasting effect of 
art outlives in most societies. It is this, therefore, 
that must be celebrated and enjoyed. The poet 
places great emphasis on the fact that art is 
man's greatest achievement because nothing 
else created by man has lasted as long as art.

   The artists, the true faces of society, help people 
think about the progress and betterment 
of society. It is artists themselves who first 
raised questions about the shortcomings of 
society. These questions become the seed for 
a revolution. Thus, music-makers are also 
change-makers of the society.

  (iii) (a) "The Darkling Thrush" is a nature poem 
and its subject is the titular bird. Hardy 
wrote about this poem to welcome the 
New Year and the new century. The 
narrator speaks of a frost-bitten landscape, 
grey and lifeless, and how it makes him 
feel miserable and depressed. It is about 
the lack of hope and the doomed state of 
the world where everything is sombre, 
dark and grey.

    The themes of loneliness and isolation 
abound in the poem. The poem is about 
a bird (thrush) that is singing a song on a 
gloomy evening of the last day of the year. 
The spectacle that the poet was watching 
was desolate and lonely.

    Covering the leafless trees of December, 
when the frost was ghostly grey and the 
depressing winter landscape made the 
setting sun seem lonely and abandoned. 
The poet was sad because he felt that the 
New Year would not bring in anything to 
be happy about. The poet looks out at the 
wintry landscape, which appears to him 
to be the corpse of the previous century 
with its land barren and shrunken. Just 
like the speaker's feelings, everything on 
earth appears to be without energy or 
passion. All the people who lived nearby 

are inside their homes, gathered around 
their household fires. The cloudy sky is 
like the crypt for the corpse and the sound 
of the winter wind is like a lament for 
the dead person, that is the century. The 
narrator finds a place with no connection 
to anyone. Every living creature seems 
devoid of passion.

    The poet's word choice creates an 
atmosphere of separation from the rest 
of the world i.e., "desolate, weakening, 
haunted, dregs, broken" suggest death, 
cold and ghostly. The broken lyre is a 
classic image of disharmony and perhaps 
points to a lack of joy in the poet's vision of 
life.

    Right from the very onset of the poem, the 
inescapable feeling is one of depression 
and loneliness. However, gradually there 
comes a change from acceptance of the 
harder aspects and times in life to embrace 
of what joys exist: the narrator does not 
see the reason for that joy but is inspired 
to continue searching for it. The theme of 
hope is introduced with the appearance of 
a songbird. A full-throated song, sung by 
an old thrush was heard and the mournful 
mood of the poet started changing. Seeing 
the thrush and its ability to find and create 
beauty in a joyless landscape allows the 
narrator to embrace the hope he can 
find in his own heart. The thrush's song 
breaks the mood of unhappiness. Despite 
the narrator's pessimistic attitude, he is 
appreciative to know that something 
in the natural world can still find joy in 
life. The caged bird has chosen to strike a 
note of new hope. The growing gloom is 
checked by that spirited song. Hopeful 
thoughts and cheer filled the atmosphere. 
The poet was unable to understand the 
ecstasy of the bird, however, the bird was 
successful in lifting the poet's mood from 
a melancholic state to a joyful state. Thus, 
the poem, which began sorrowfully, ended 
on a note of hope. So, also the mood of the 
poet changed from gloom to hope.

OR
   (b) "Dover Beach" is a poem with a complete 

portrayal of the society. Through this 
poem, Matthew Arnold has represented 
the Victorian Period as a whole, its tone and 
the mood of its society. It was a time when 
science and evolutionary theories were 
rising with immense pressure on religion, 
as a threat to its existence. Technology was 
taking away peace and faith both out of 
life. Through this poem, Arnold thought 
that poetry may replace the importance of 
religion and rise as a new spiritual source 
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in the tiring society. The melancholy 
tone of this poem is a wonderful treat by 
Matthew Arnold, the poet. 

    This inspired a lot of writers to take on a 
melancholy tone in their works. While 
reasoning Arnold's sombre tone, it looks 
like he is coming to the terms with the 
way the world works, feeling depressed 
and sad. "Dover Beach” is such a perfect 
portrait of the Victorian era but the poet 
seems lost and lonely in his situation, 
unable to converse with the human being 
next to him. The poem starts off with a 
hopeful tone but by the end of the poem, 
in its last stanza, it unveils the harshness 
of the world and the poet's discontent with 
the way things were shifting at this point. 

    Matthew Arnold is aware of the 
philosophical changes rising in the western 
society. He has experienced the crumbling 
of old establishments where people 
were losing their faith in God with the 
development of science and technology. 
Arnold has made a great effort to carve out 
the complete picture of the later world’s 
goodness and evil. The first stanza begins 

with a candid portrayal of the sea and with 
the effects of light on it. Though, there is 
momentary excitement which concludes 
that the moonstruck sea induces sadness. 
A perfect ray of melancholy flows into the 
second stanza too. In the third stanza, the 
idea of religion is introduced. The reader 
now enjoys the contrast between the 
low tide of faith and the high tide of the 
evolution of science and technology. In 
vacuum, the speaker suggests that only 
well-woven love between individuals can 
withstand the negative forces in the world 
in the fourth stanza. This kind of love can 
bring meaning to an otherwise confused 
and confusing world. By the end, it can be 
summed up that "Dover Beach" is a perfect 
picture of the Victorian society, its causes, 
sufferings and its achievements. 

    Arnold's works portray all shades of human 
character in the poem with the help of his 
changing moods and tone, stanza-wise. 
We may conclude that this world is and 
will always be a mix of good and bad, as 
each supports the other to make the world 
move.

nnn


	Title Cover
	Copyright Page
	Contents
	Syllabus
	Solved Paper 2021-22, 
	Mind Maps
	¤ Sample Question Papers (Solved)
	● Sample Question Paper-1 (Specimen Paper-2023 issued by CISCE dated 12th July, 2022)
	● Solutions of Sample Paper - 1
	● Sample Question Paper - 2
	● Sample Question Paper - 3
	● Sample Question Paper - 4
	● Sample Question Paper - 5

	¤ Self Assessment Papers
	● Self Assessment Paper - 1
	● Self Assessment Paper - 2
	● Self Assessment Paper - 3
	● Self Assessment Paper - 4
	● Self Assessment Paper - 5

	¤ Soutions
	● Solutions of Sample Question Paper - 2
	● Solutions of Sample Question Paper - 3
	● Solutions of Sample Question Paper - 4
	● Solutions of Sample Question Paper - 5

	¤ Hints



