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English Paper-2 (Literature)
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Sample Question Papers

Self Assessment Paper

 General Instructions :
Answer Question I from Section A (Compulsory) and four questions from Section B, choosing at least one question 
from each of the three prescribed textbooks.

Section ‘A’

    (20 Marks)
THE TEMPEST – Shakespeare

Question 1  

Choose  two of the passages (a) to (c) and answer briefly the questions that follow: 
 (a) Caliban  : I prithee, let me bring thee where crabs grow; 
   And I with my long nails will dig thee pignuts; 
   Show thee a jay’s nest and instruct thee how 
   To snare the nimble marmoset; I’ll bring thee 
   To clustering filberts and sometimes I’ll get thee 
   Young scamels from the rock. Wilt thou go with me? 
  Stephano : I prithee now, lead the way without any more talking. Trinculo, the King and all 

our company else being drowned, we will inherit here: here; bear my bottle: fellow 
Trinculo, we’ll fill him by and by again. 

  (i) What does Trinculo say about Caliban by taking an oath of the light?  1 
  (ii) Why does Caliban show great devotion and reverence for Stephano?  2
  (iii) What does Caliban want to do in the service of his new master Stephano?  2 
  (iv) What does Stephano request Caliban after being impatient? What does Stephano say to Trinculo 

knowing the present situation?  2 
  (v) What opinion do you form about Caliban on the basis of the above lines?  2 
  (vi) Give the meanings of the following words as they are used in the context of the passage:  1 
   (A) Jay 
   (B) Marmoset 
 (b) Ceres : Hail, many-colour’d messenger, that ne’er 
   Dost disobey the wife of Jupiter; 
   Who with thy saffron wings upon my flowers 
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   Diffusest honey-drops, refreshing showers, 
   And with each end of thy blue bow dost crown 

   My bosky acres and my unshrubb’d down, 

   Rich scarf to my proud earth; why hath thy queen 

   Summon’d me hither, to this short-grass’d green? 

  Iris  : A contract of true love to celebrate; 

   And some donation freely to estate 

   On the blest lovers. 

  Ceres  : Tell me, heavenly bow, 

   If Venus or her son, as thou dost know, 

   Do now attend the queen? Since they did plot 

   The means that dusky Dis my daughter got, 

   Her and her blind boy’s scandal’d company 

   I have forsworn. 

  (i) Who is Iris? To whom does Iris summon? How does Iris describe Ceres?  2 

  (ii) What does Iris reply when Ceres asks the reason of summoning her?  1 

  (iii) What does Ceres ask about Venus and her son Cupid? What does Iris inform her?  2 

  (iv) Why has Ceres been harbouring a strong grievance against Venus and Cupid?  2 

  (v) What do Juno and Ceres say while pronouncing their blessings upon Ferdinand and Miranda?

    2 

  (vi) Give the meanings of the following words as they are used in the context of the passage:  1 

   (A) To estate 

   (B) Dusky 

(c) Prospero : And mine shall.  
  Hast thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling  
  Of their afflictions, and shall not myself,  
  One of their kind, that relish all as sharply,  
  Passion as they, be kindlier moved than thou art?  
  Though with their high wrongs I am struck to the quick,  
  Yet with my nobler reason 'gaitist my fury  
  Do I take part: the rarer action is  
  In virtue than in vengeance: they being penitent,  
  The sole drift of my purpose doth extend  
  Not a frown further. Go release them, Ariel:

  (i) How did Prospero feel about his project? 1

  (ii) Where were Alonso and his companions lodged? In which condition were they? 2

  (iii) Explain the lines:

   “the rarer action is

   In virtue than in vengeance.” 2

  (iv) What does Prospero decide to do about his enemies? What does he ask Ariel to do?        2

  (v) What opinion do you form of Prospero from the extract? 2

  (vi) Give the meanings of the following words as they are used in the context of the passage:

   (A) Afflictions

   (B) Penitent 1
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Section ‘B’

(Answer four questions in all, choosing at least one question from each of the three prescribed textbooks) 
    (60 Marks)

THE TEMPEST – Shakespeare
Question 2

 (a) How the contrast between Illusion and Reality has been showcased in The Tempest? 5
 (b) Compare and contrast the characters of Caliban and Ariel. 5
 (c) What role does the Masque play in “The Tempest”? 5
Question 3
  Critically analyse the theme of the play in “The Tempest”. 15

ECHOES
Question 4  

  With reference to the story ‘The Sound Machine’ answer the following :
 (a) Discuss the plot and style of the short-story ‘The Sound Machine’ by Roald Dahl. 5
 (b) Why did Klauser take the machine to the park next day? What happend to the machine? 5
 (c) Why did Klausner call the doctor immediately? Why did he come immediatelly? What does this 

reveal to the readers about their relationship? 5
Question 5  
  Write the character sketch of ‘Jayanto’ from the story ‘Fritz’. 15
Question 6  
  Referring to the short story ‘A Gorilla in the Guest Room’, describe the slow development of the 

narrator’s relationship with the gorilla. 15
REVERIE

Question 7  
  With reference to the poem ‘The Darkling Thrush’ answer the following :
 (a) The ‘broken strings’ refer to Hardy's possibly broken spirit after his career took a downslide? How 

des the poem relate to his life? 5
 (b) Do you think there is a relation between the time the poem was written and the tired and desolate 

state of the thrush? What change do you notice towards the end of the poem?
 (c) Give a detailed analysis of the style in which the poem ‘The Darkling Thrush’ is writing. State the 

various literary devices used. 5
Question 8  

  Analyse the poem ‘Desiderata’ as a guide to live a meaningful life.  15
Question 9  

  How the sea is used both as a physical presence and as a metaphor in Mathew Arnold's ‘Dover 
Beach’? Write a note on Arnold's use of seascape. 15
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