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Sample Question Papers

Self Assessment Paper 
General Instructions :
 1. Answers to this Paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
 2. You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes.
 3. This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.
 4. The time given at the top of this Paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.
 5. Attempt five questions in all from only three text books.
 6. You must attempt at least one questions from each of the Section A, B and C.
 7. You may attempt the remaining two questions from any Section D of your choice.
 8. The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets[].

Section ‘A’ - DRAMA

  Answer at least one or more questions from this section :

The Merchant of Venice: Shakespeare
 1. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
  SHYLOCK:
  She is damned for it.
  SALANIO:
  That’s certain, if the devil may be her judge.
  SHYLOCK:
  My own flesh and blood to rebel!
  SALARINO:
  There is more difference between thy flesh and hers than between jet and ivory; more between 

your bloods than there is between red wine and Rhenish. But tell us, do you hear whether Antonio 
have had any loss at sea or no?

  (i) Who does Shylock say will be damned? Why? [3]
  (ii) What does Salanio mean by ‘if the devil may be her judge’? [3]
  (iii) What does Salarino ask Shylock about Antonio? [3]
  (iv) What is Shylock’s concern about Antonio? [3]
  (v) What does Salarino say about Shylock and his daughter? What does he mean? [4]
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 2. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
  ANTONIO
  This was a venture, sir, that Jacob served for;
  A thing not in his power to bring to pass,
  But swayed and fashioned by the hand of heaven.
  Was this inserted to make interest good?
  Or is your gold and silver ewes and rams?
  (i) Who is Antonio talking to? Why is he doing so? [3]
  (ii) Why does the other person in this scene bring up the story of Jacob? [3]
  (iii) “swayed and fashioned by the hand of heaven.” What does this mean? [3]
  (iv) Why does Antonio ask the person if his money is the same as ‘ewes and rams’? [3]
  (v) What story is being narrated? [4]
  3. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow :
  JESSICA
  I am sorry thou wilt leave my father so:
  Our house is hell, and thou, a merry devil,
  Didst rob it of some taste of tediousness.
  But fare thee well, there is a ducat for thee:
  And, Launcelot, soon at supper shalt thou see
  Lorenzo, who is thy new master’s guest:
  Give him this letter; do it secretly;
  And so farewell: I would not have my father
  See me in talk with thee..
  (i) Who is Jessica speaking to? What does she mean when she says he is leaving? [3]
  (ii) Why is the person leaving? [3]
  (iii) What does Jessica feel about the person’s departure? Why? [3]
  (iv) What does Jessica ask him to do? Who is the ‘new master’? [3]
  (v) What is Jessica planning? What does she say about herself in the end of this scene? [4]

Section ’B’- POETRY

  Answer at least one or more questions from this section.

A Collection of Poems
 4. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
  The third one sat in tattered clothes.
  He gave his coat a hitch.
  Why should his log be put to use
  To warm the idle rich? 
  (i) What do you know about the third man’s position in life? [3]
  (ii) Who is he prejudiced against? [3]

 (iii) Explain his prejudice in general terms, as is common in society. [3]
  (iv) Compare and contrast the views of the third and fourth man in the poem. [3]
  (v) By withholding his log, what did this man achieve? Was the outcome favorable? [4]
 5. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
  “My father lived at Blenheim then,
  Yon little stream hard by;
  They burnt his dwelling to the ground,
  And he was forced to fly;
  So with his wife and child he fled,
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  Nor had he where to rest his head.
  “With fire and sword the country round
  Was wasted far and wide,
  And many a childing mother then,
  And new-born baby died;
  But things like that, you know, must be
  At every famous victory.
  (i) What does Kaspar mean by “things like that must be”? [3]
  (ii) What does the poet mean by using the words “fire and sword”? [3]
  (iii) What happened to the common people during the war? [3]
  (iv) What happened to Kaspar’s family? [3]
  (v) What does the poet wish to highlight in this stanza? [4]
 6. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
  ‘All right!’ you’ll cry. ‘All right!’ you’ll say,
  ‘But if we take the set away,
  What shall we do to entertain
  Our darling children? Please explain!’
  We’ll answer this by asking you,
  ‘What used the darling ones to do?
  ‘How used they keep themselves contented
  Before this monster was invented?’ 
  (i) Who does the “you” refer to in the first four lines of this extract? [3]
  (ii) What question does the poet anticipate being asked? [3]
  (iii) What question does the poet ask in response? [3]
  (iv) Who does the poet refer to as ‘monster’? Why? [3]

 (v) According to the poet, in what way does the television set help parents manage their kids? 
What are the drawbacks? [4]

Section ‘C’ - PROSE

  Answer at least one or more questions from this section.

A Collection of Short Stories
 7. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
 “Well, Mr. Easton, if you will make me speak first, I suppose  
 I must. Don’t you ever recognize old friends when you meet them in the West? ‘
 The younger man roused himself sharply at the sound of her voice, seemed to struggle  
 with a slight embarrassment which he threw off instantly, and then clasped her fingers with his left hand.
  “It’s Miss Fairchild, “he said, with a smile. “I’ll ask you to excuse the other hand;”it’s otherwise engaged just 

at present. “
  (i) Describe Miss Fairchild and Mr. Easton. [3]
  (ii) Where does the above conversation occur? [3]
   Why was Mr. Easton embarrassed when Miss Fairchild addressed him?
  (iii) How was Mr. Easton’s other hand ‘otherwise engaged’? [3]
   How does Miss Fairchild react when he raises his right hand to show her what he meant?
  (iv) How does Miss Fairchild feel about Mr. Easton? [3]
   How does she try to convey these feelings to him?

 (v) The story has a surprise ending. How is the surprise revealed to the readers? [4]
 8. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
  The village consisted of less than thirty houses, only one of them built with brick and cement. Painted 

a brilliant yellow and blue all over with gorgeous carvings of gods and gargoyles on its balustrade, 
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it was known as the Big House. The other houses, distributed in four streets, were generally of 
bamboo thatch, straw, mud and other unspecified material. Muni’s was the last house in the fourth 
street, beyond which stretched the fields. In his prosperous days Muni had owned a flock of forty 
sheep and goats and sallied forth every morning driving the flock to the highway a couple of miles 
away. 

  (i) Which village is the author talking about?  [3]
  (ii) What types of houses were generally found in the village? [3]
  (iii) Was Muni always poor? How do you know? [3]
  (iv) In which street was the shop located? Was Muni welcome there? [3]
  (v) What was Muni’s daily routine? [4]
 9. Answer the following questions with reference to Ernest Hemingway’s short story, ‘Old Man at 

the Bridge’:
  (i) ‘The soldier in this story is a compassionate man’. Justify this statement. [4]
  (ii) What advice did the narrator give the old man? Was it taken? [4]

 (iii) In this story, how does the author describe the impact of war on people’s lives? [8]
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