
SECTION A :  DRAMA

CHAPTER-1
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

About the Author

 William Shakespeare was born on 26th April, 1564 and died on 23rd April, 1616. He was the son of John 
Shakespeare and Mary Arden. He was born and brought up in Stratford-upon-Avon. At the age of 18, he married 
Anne Hathaway and they had three children. 
William Shakespeare was an English poet and a playwright. He is regarded as the greatest writer in the English 
language. He wrote 37 plays, 154 sonnets, and two long narrative poems. His plays are divided into four main 
categories: comedies, tragedies, histories and romances. His characters were always fresh and life-like. 

About the Play

 “The Merchant of Venice” written by the great Elizabethan dramatist, William Shakespeare, between 1596 and 
1598, is a comedy exploring the themes of  love, money, prejudice and social injustice.
 The play is classified as a comedy, because it shares the basic elements typical of all Shakespeare's comedies. 
However, in the words of Nicholas Rose,  "There appears in [The Merchant of Venice] such a deadly spirit of 
revenge, such a savage fierceness and fellness, and such a bloody designation of cruelty and mischief, as cannot 
agree either with the style or characters of comedy."
 Bassanio, a noble but penniless Venetian, asks his wealthy merchant friend, Antonio, for a loan so that Bassanio 
can undertake a journey to woo the heiress, Portia. Antonio, whose money is invested in foreign ventures, borrows 
the sum from Shylock, a Jewish moneylender, on the condition that, if the loan cannot be repaid in time, Antonio 
will forfeit a pound of flesh. 
 Antonio is reluctant to do business with Shylock, whom he despises for lending money at interest unlike Antonio 
himself, who lends money without charging any interest; Antonio considers that lending money at interest violates 
the very spirit of Christianity. Nevertheless, he needs Shylock’s money in order to be able to assist Bassanio. 
 Bassanio goes to Belmont and is able to successfully fulfil the terms of Portia’s father’s will by selecting from the 
three caskets the one that contains her portrait. Two previous wooers, the Princes of Morocco and the Prince 
of Arragon, have failed in the casket test by choosing “what many men desire” or “what the chooser thinks he 
deserves”; Bassanio knows that he must paradoxically “give and hazard all he hath” to win the lady.
 Bassanio and Portia marry; news arrives that Antonio’s ships have been lost in the sea. Unable to collect all his 
loan, Shylock attempts to use the signed bond to enforce terrible, murderous revenge on Antonio: he demands 
his pound of flesh. 
 A part of Shylock’s desire for vengeance is motivated by the way in which the Christians of the play have conspired 
together to enable his daughter Jessica to elope from his house, taking with her a substantial portion of his wealth, 
in order to become the bride of the Christian Lorenzo.
 Shylock’s revengeful plan is foiled by Portia, who disguised as a lawyer, turns the tables on Shylock by a legal 
quibble: he must take flesh only, and Shylock must die if any blood is spilled. Thus, the contract is cancelled, and 
Shylock is ordered to give half of his estate to Antonio, who agrees not to take the money if Shylock converts to 
Christianity and restores his disinherited daughter to his will. Shylock has little choice but to agree. The play ends 
with the news that some of Antonio’s ships have arrived safely.
 The character of Shylock has been the subject of modern scholarly debate over whether the playwright displays 
anti-Semitism or religious tolerance in his characterization, for, despite his stereotypical depiction as a shrewd and 
greedy moneylender, Shylock is depicted as understandably full of hate, having been both verbally and physically 
abused by Christians, and he is given one of Shakespeare’s most eloquent speeches (“Hath not a Jew eyes?…”).
Shylock is the embodiment of justice. His nature knows no mercy as none is ever shown to him. In business and 
religion, Shylock is under a ban. The object of centuries of injustice and abuse, he is the very incarnation of hatred. 
He holds rigidly to the law, for the reason that it is all the protection he has, and for the further reason that his 
religion is one of stern obedience to form. He would murder Antonio legally, because Antonio stands for all that 
he hates, and personally, because of Antonio's ill-treatment for him.
Shylock is not a stupid, brutal, miserly thief. Shakespeare has made him the mouthpiece for rallying against the 
anti- Christian traits of those who proclaim themselves to be Christians.
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Meanwhile, Shakespeare, in Portia, seems to have realised his best conception of womankind. There is, in her 
a sweetness, dignity and tenderness that characterises her as belonging to the highest type of womanhood. 
Wherever she moves there emanates, the grace of one "to the manor born", the embodiment of wealth and 
luxurious elegance. Added to these is a fine intelligence. Self-reliance, wit, clear judgment, penetration, firmness, 
hopefulness and mercy, combine in her to form a superior character. Because she typifies the true wife, all 
Bassanio's interests are hers and she undertakes the most daring and difficult task to liberate Antonio.

Summary of the Play

Antonio, a leading merchant of Venice, is a wealthy, respected, and popular man. Among his many friends, there 
is a young man named Bassanio, who owes Antonio a good deal of money. Bassanio would like to repay his friend, 
but so far, he has been unable to do so. However, he now feels that he may have found a way — but he will again 
need a loan from Antonio. 
In Belmont, Bassanio tells Antonio, there lives a beautiful, young and wealthy heiress, Portia. Bassanio feels sure 
that he can win her hand in marriage, but he cannot go for courting "hands-hanging". If he is to make a good 
impression, he has to appear at least as well off as her other wealthy suitors. 
Antonio tells his young friend that he would gladly lend him whatever amount of money he needs, but at the 
present time he himself is short of cash. All of his money is tied up in his merchant ships, which are still at sea. 
However, Antonio will not disappoint Bassanio. He knows of a moneylender who will probably lend him the 
necessary amount, and Bassanio can use Antonio's good name as security for the loan.
At Belmont, Portia speaks to Nerissa, her confidante, telling her how tired she is of the constant stream of suitors, 
and how she wishes to be free of the perverse obligation of her father's will: Portia cannot choose her own 
husband; she can marry only the man who chooses the correct one of three caskets — one gold, one silver, and 
one lead; one contains her portrait and that one is the lucky casket. So far, none of her suitors has decided to risk 
choosing one of the caskets, which is all for the good, because Portia has no liking for anyone of them. However, 
when Nerissa mentions the name of Bassanio, a possible suitor, Portia's mood brightens. He was once a visitor at 
Belmont, and Portia, was impressed with him.
Meanwhile in Venice, Shylock, a rich Jewish moneylender who harbours a secret hatred for Antonio, has agreed 
to lend Bassanio three thousand ducats for three months, on Antonio's bond. Foregoing his usual high interest 
rate, Shylock demands instead, that if the day for payment falls due and the money is not returned, he may cut 
off one pound of flesh from Antonio's body. Antonio agrees, because all of his ships are due back in the Venice a 
full month before the bond falls due.
 A romantic subplot develops when Lorenzo, a close friend of Antonio and Bassanio, falls in love with Shylock's 
daughter, Jessica. He manages to elope with her by disguising herself as a boy, and she manages to take with her 
a goodly amount of her father's ducats. 
Of course, this infuriates Shylock, and he vows revenge. Shortly thereafter, Bassanio and Gratiano leave for 
Belmont, where the "fair Portia" has just sent away the Prince of Morocco and the Prince of Arragon, two more 
disappointed, unsuccessful suitors. 
When Bassanio asks to choose one of the three caskets, Portia falls immediately in love with him, and she begs 
him to wait a few days before choosing one of the caskets. He has fallen in love with Portia and insists on taking 
his chances. He rejects the gold one, then the silver one and he chooses, finally, the lead casket, and on opening it, 
he finds a portrait of Portia. Both, he and Portia are overjoyed, and they make plans to be married at once, along 
with Nerissa and Gratiano, who have also fallen in love. Happiness reigns in Belmont until Bassanio is brought a 
letter from Antonio bidding him farewell since his ships have been lost in the sea and, since it is impossible that he 
will live after Shylock collects his a pound of flesh. Horrified, Bassanio leaves instantly for Venice with the money 
that Portia gives him to pay the bond.
In Venice, Shylock is no longer interested in the mere payment of the money owed to him. He wants revenge. A 
Christian stole his daughter (and she took his money), and nothing will satisfy Shylock except the legal fulfilment 
of the bond. In the court of justice, presided over by the Duke of Venice, Shylock faces his enemy, Antonio. 
Antonio is surrounded by his friends and is quietly resigned to death. On all sides, Shylock is surrounded by 
enemies. Bassanio pleads with Shylock to accept double the money due to him, but Shylock refuses.
At this point, Portia, disguised as a lawyer, and Nerissa, dressed as her law clerk, enter the court and tell the Duke 
that they have been sent from Padua by a learned attorney, Doctor Bellario, to plead the defendant's case. Portia 
entreats Shylock to be merciful, but he will not listen. She offers the moneylender triple the amount owed to him, 
but again Shylock will have none of it. She then solemnly informs the court that Shylock is entirely within his 
lawful rights. 
She then informs Shylock that he must be very careful. He must cut off exactly one pound of flesh, and he must 
not spill one drop of Antonio's blood. If he fails, all of Shylock's lands and goods will be confiscated. Shylock 
hastily decides that he will accept the triple payment of the bond, but Portia says no; Shylock then offers to take 
only the original three thousand ducats, but again Portia refuses, reminding him that it was he himself, who 
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demanded the strict interpretation of the law. Furthermore, she says, the law has another hold on him. Since he is 
an alien in Venice and since he tried to "seek the life" of a Venetian citizen, all his wealth can be divided between 
the citizens whom he attempted to destroy and the public treasury; in addition, Shylock's own life is in peril 
because of what he attempted to do.
The Duke decides to spare Shylock's life, but he does give half of Shylock's money to Antonio, and he gives the rest 
of it to the State. Antonio says that he will not accept the money if Shylock will agree to become a Christian and 
if, in his will, he will agree to leave his money to his daughter, Jessica, and her new husband, Lorenzo. Shylock, 
broken and defeated, agrees to all these conditions and leaves the court. 
Overjoyed, Antonio and his friends offer to pay the young lawyer whatever they can, but, oddly enough, the 
lawyer wishes only a certain ring that Bassanio is wearing. Bassanio is embarrassed because his wife gave this ring 
to him and asked him to wear it always. But the lawyer insists and, finally, Bassanio reluctantly gives away Portia's 
ring. Nerissa likewise, cleverly manages to get from Gratiano a ring she gave him. The two ladies then hasten back 
to Belmont to tease their husbands about the rings.
When Bassanio and Gratiano, along with Antonio, return to Belmont, their wives inquire about the missing rings. 
Portia and Nerissa insist that the men, no doubt gave the rings away to two other women. The husbands swear 
that it is not true, and it is not until Portia and Nerissa have put their husbands through some long, comically 
agonising moments of discomfort that they confess that they themselves were the "learned doctor" and the "clerk" 
to whom the rings were given. Thus, all ends happily, as Portia gives Antonio a letter informing him that three of 
his ships have arrived safely in port.

Major Characters

Shylock
 Shylock is a Jewish moneylender in Venice who has been embittered by years of abuse at the hands of Venetian 
Christians and Antonio, the merchant, in particular. Shylock's anger and bitterness lead him to sign a contract with 
Antonio, in which Antonio puts up a pound of his own flesh as collateral for a loan. When Antonio can't cover his 
loan, Shylock refuses to show any mercy and insists that the law be upheld and that he gets to take his  pound 
of flesh. The other characters, including Shylock's own daughter, Jessica, consider him to be inhuman—bestial or 
demonic. However, the treatment of Shylock helps illuminate the prejudice and hypocrisy that lies behind many 
of their stated ideals of human brotherhood and Christian fellowship.

 Antonio
Antonio is a prosperous Venetian merchant, liked and admired by his fellow citizens. To help his friend Bassanio, 
to woo Portia, Antonio signs a contract with Shylock, guaranteeing a loan with one pound of his own flesh as 
collateral. In contrast to the benevolence that he shows others, Antonio expresses an intense hatred for Shylock 
and the Jews, though at the end of the play he does agree that Shylock should be shown mercy and not be 
condemned to death.

Portia
Portia is a beautiful, clever, and wealthy noblewoman who lives at a country estate in Belmont, outside Venice. 
Portia is bound by a clause in her father's will, which obligates her to marry whoever solves the so-called riddle of 
the caskets, by choosing the correct casket from, one of gold, one of silver, and one of lead. After despairing over 
a parade of suitors whom she finds distasteful, Portia does get to marry with her true love, Bassanio, who happily 
makes the correct choice. She also saves Antonio's life, during his trial with Shylock, dressed up as a lawyer named 
Balthazar. For centuries, Portia was admired as an ideal of feminine virtue. 

Bassanio
Bassanio is a nobleman from Venice, who is a kinsman, close friend, and long-time debtor of the merchant, 
Antonio. Because he wants to woo the noble Portia, but cannot afford to do so, Bassanio borrows 3000 ducats 
from Shylock, with Antonio as his guarantor. His status as Portia's suitor and, later, her husband, makes Bassanio 
the romantic hero of the play. However, his character is deeply flawed. At best clueless, and at worst consciously 
selfish and manipulative, he always manages to avoid earning his own way : first, he exploits the generosity of 
his friend Antonio, and then he freely passes on the money and gifts that Portia gives him.
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Minor Characters
  Gratiano: is a notoriously vulgar Venetian and friend of Bassanio. While Bassanio courts Portia, Gratiano falls in 

love with Nerissa and eventually marries her.
  Jessica: is Shylock's daughter, who moves from merely disdaining her father to actually by robbing him, eloping 

with a Christian Venetian, Lorenzo, and converting to Christianity.
  Lorenzo: is a Venetian and friend of Bassanio and Antonio, who is in love with Shylock's daughter Jessica. Lorenzo 

elopes with Jessica, taking money and precious items that she has stolen from her father.
  Nerissa: is Portia's servant and confidante, Nerissa ultimately marries Bassanio's companion, Gratiano.
  Launcelot Gobbo: is a clownish servant, who leaves Shylock in order to work for Bassanio.
  Salerio: is a Venetian nobleman, friends with Antonio, Bassanio, Gratiano, and Lorenzo.
  Solanio: is a Venetian nobleman and a good friend of Salerio.
  Prince of Morocco: is a Moorish prince who comes to woo Portia at Belmont. He asks Portia not to judge him by 

the colour of his skin, but incorrectly picks the gold casket.
  Prince of Arragon: is a Spanish nobleman who woos Portia at Belmont. He incorrectly picks the silver casket.
  Duke of Venice: presides over the trial of Antonio. Though, the Duke attempts to persuade Shylock to show 

Antonio mercy, he knows that Venice's commercial interests depend on a consistent application of its laws, so he 
can't make an exception to help Antonio.

  Old Gobbo: is Launcelot's blind father.
  Tubal: is a Jew in Venice, and Shylock's sole friend and confidante during the course of the play.
  Doctor Bellario: is Portia's cousin and a well-respected lawyer in Padua. He never appears on stage.
  Balthazar: is the servant of Portia. She sends him to obtain her letters of introduction and costume from Bellario. 

Balthazar is also the name Portia takes when she impersonates a lawyer at court.

Act Wise Summary of the Play

 Word Meanings :
 1. Injunctions : Conditions
 2. Multitude : Majority
 3. Martlet : A bird
 4. Chaff : Rubbish
 5. Blinking : Winking
 6. Amiss : Wrong
 7. Wrath : Anger
 8. Hearsay : Rumour

ACT III, Scene I
  Venue — Venice
  Characters — Salerio, Solanio, Shylock, Tubal
  Solanio and Salerio have heard reports that confirm that Antonio’s ships have indeed wrecked, and they are 

concerned about his bond with Shylock. Shylock, still reeling from his daughter’s escape, hears from Salerio about 
Antonio’s bad fortune, and his grief turns to anger. Salerio questions whether Shylock will really take his a pound of 
flesh from Antonio, and Shylock responds that he will take it in revenge, just as a Christian would (“Hath not a Jew” 
speech, ll.50-69). Tubal, another Jew, confirms about Antonio’s shipwrecks and tells Shylock that he hasn’t found 
Jessica, but has heard that she has spent 80 ducats in one night and has traded her mother’s ring for a monkey. 

  Enraged, Shylock gets an officer to arrest Antonio in order to collect his bond.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Rialto : Stock exchange
 2. Knapped : Nibbled
 3. Betimes : In good times
 4. Jet and Ivory : Black and White
 5. Rhenish : White wine.
 6. Thwarted : Obstructed
 7. Hearsed : Put in coffin
 8. Argosy : Merchant ship
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ACT III, Scene II
  Venue — Belmont
  Characters — Portia, Bassanio, Nerissa, Gratiano.
  Bassanio arrives in Belmont to woo for Portia’s hand, and she tries to delay his choice so as to spend more time 

with him in case he chooses incorrectly. She wishes she could teach him how to choose, and in fact gives him clues 
in her song, but will not defy the letter of the law of her father’s will. When Bassanio chooses correctly, Gratiano 
reveals that he is in love with Nerissa, completing the third romantic couple of the play. Lorenzo, Jessica, Salerio, 
and a messenger arrive from Venice, and Bassanio receives the news that Antonio has been arrested. Portia offers 
to repay the debt even twenty times over, and Bassanio makes plans to return to Venice to try to rescue his friend.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Terry : Wait
 2. Beshrew : Curse
 3. Peize : Retard
 4. Deliverance : Liberation
 5. Flourish : Notes of triumph
 6. Alcides : Heracles, a great Greek warrior
 7. Visages : Faces
 8. Excrement : Appearance
 9. Counterfeit : Likeness
 10. Mansion : Big building
 11. Solemnize : Celebrate
 12. Fleece : Golden Fleece
 13. Despatch : Expedite
 14. Twain : Two 

ACT III, Scene III
  Venue — Venice
  Characters — Shylock, Antonio, Solanio
  Shylock takes Antonio to jail, while Antonio pleads for mercy in vain. Solanio and Antonio discuss whether the 

Duke will dismiss the case, but Antonio believes the law will hold.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Look to him : Keep a watch on him
 2. Fangs : Teeth
 3. Impenetrable : Which cannot be satisfied
 4. Forfeitures : Penalties
 5. Impeach : Deny

ACT III, Scene IV
  Venue — Belmont
  Characters — Portia, Lorenzo, Nerissa
  Portia leaves her estate in the hands of Lorenzo while pretending to stay at a monastery a few miles away during 

their husband’s absence. Instead, she gets documents and legal clothing from her lawyer cousin so she and 
Nerissa may go to Venice. Portia promises that she will divulge her plan on the way to Venice.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Conceit : Idea
 2. Amity : Friendship
 3. Semblance : Likeness
 4. Imposition : Task
 5. Traject : Ferry
 6. Mincing : Short, quick
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ACT III, Scene V
  Venue — Belmont
  Characters — Launcelot, Jessica, Lorenzo
  In a scriptural debate, Launcelot tells Jessica that he believes that she is damned for her father’s sins, but she 

asserts that because of her husband, she will not be. Launcelot complains about the conversion of the Jews, which 
since they will not be forbidden to eat pork will raise the price of Bacon. Lorenzo enters and berates Launcelot for 
getting a Moorish servant pregnant. 

  He suddenly turns to Jessica then and asks her, "How dost thou like the Lord Bassanio's wife?" Jessica praises 
Portia, stating that she has no one equal to her on this earth. Lorenzo jokingly responds, "Even such a husband 
/ Hast thou of me as she is for a wife." Jessica is ready to comment on his teasing when he urges her to save her 
comments "for table-talk". So with loving jests they go in for the dinner.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Agitation : Thought
 2. Rasher : Piece of bacon
 3. Flatly : Plainly
 4. Wit-snapper : A witty person
 5. Trickry : Tricky
 6. Pawn'd : Pledged

ACT IV, Scene I
  Venue — Venice
  Characters — Shylock, The Duke, Portia, Nerissa, Antonio, Bassanio, Gratiano
  Shylock refuses to dismiss the bond, even for repayment of twice the original loan. The Duke tries to reason with 

Shylock, asking him to have mercy in order to gain mercy, but Shylock argues that, since he has purchased his a 
pound of flesh, it is his to do with as he likes.

  Portia and Nerissa show up disguised, respectively as a young lawyer and a clerk, just as the Duke is ready to 
allow Shylock to claim his bond. Portia acknowledges the bond, but appeals to Shylock with her “quality of mercy 
is not strained” speech. When he refuses, Portia says the law must be upheld, but asks him to reconsider mercy. 
Still, he demands his bond.

  As Shylock prepares his knife and the scales on which to weigh the flesh, Antonio bids a passion-filled farewell to 
Bassanio, who declares that he would give up his wife to keep Antonio alive, to Portia and Nerissa’s chagrin.

  As the sentence comes down, Portia reveals the loopholes in the law: not a drop of blood may be spilled with the 
taking of the a pound of flesh; and precisely a pound of flesh may be taken, no more or less. Otherwise, all his 
possessions will be confiscated by the state of Venice. When Shylock backpedals, trying to take the payment rather 
than the bond, Portia shows no mercy. Furthermore, since Shylock has essentially plotted murder, his property 
will be split between Antonio and the State, and he is subjected to the death penalty. The Duke allows him to 
live but requires that not only should Shylock’s property be willed to Lorenzo and Jessica, but that Shylock will 
become a Christian as well. Shylock assents, saying, “I am not well”.

  Antonio and Bassanio offer to pay the disguised Portia and Nerissa for their help. They refuse, but Portia agrees 
to take Antonio’s gloves, asking Bassanio for his wedding ring. Bassanio initially refuses but recants sending 
Gratiano to deliver the ring.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Stony : Cruel
 2. Obdurate : Obstinate
 3. Moiety : Part
 4. Commiseration : Pity
 5. Gaping : With open mouth
 6. Loathes : Hates
 7. Abject : Degrading
 8. Viands : Rich food
 9. Importunity : Request
 10. Impugn : Attack
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ACT IV, Scene II
  Venue — Venice
  Characters — Portia, Nerissa, Gratiano
  Portia and Nerissa deliver the deed for Shylock to sign. Gratiano catches up to deliver Bassanio’s ring to them. 

Nerissa decides to get Gratiano to give up his ring, and both plot to make the men sorry for what they ever did.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Deed : Document
 2. Swear : Promise
 3. Warrant : Assure
 4. Old : Hard
 5. Tarry : Wait

ACT V, Scene I
  Venue — Belmont
  Characters — Portia, Lorenzo, Jessica, Nerissa, Antonio, Bassanio, Gratiano
  In Portia’s garden, Lorenzo and Jessica compare themselves to famous romantic couples of myth and literature. 

When servants inform them of their masters’ arrival, Lorenzo asks for music with which to greet Portia, noting its 
power to charm. 

  Portia and Nerissa arrive, warning the servants not to mention their absence. Upon his return, Bassanio introduces 
both the women to Antonio. Portia and Nerissa quarrel with Bassanio and Gratiano respectively, about their 
missing rings, withholding their husbands’ marital privileges until they have their rings back. In fact, both women 
confess they slept with the lawyer and his clerk to retrieve their rings. 

  Before the men are too shocked at their wives’ “unfaithfulness,” Portia shows them a letter from her lawyer 
cousin explaining their roles in saving Antonio’s life. In true romantic form, Antonio’s ships miraculously return, 
Lorenzo and Jessica learn they will inherit Shylock’s fortune, and everyone retires to bed as morning comes. 

 Word Meanings :
 1. Soul : Signs of love
 2. Unthrift : Spendthrift
 3. Hark : Listen
 4. Hermit : Priest
 5. Orb : Star
 6. Feign : Imagine
 7. Speed : Prosper
 8. Bound : Obliged
 9. Scant : Cease to express
 10. Riveted : Fastened
 11. Void : Empty
 12. Mending : Repairing
 13. Starved : Hungry
 14. Sore : Acutely

SECTION B :  TREASURE TROVE–A COLLECTION OF POEMS
CHAPTER-1
DAFFODILS

—William Words Worth

About the Poet

William Wordsworth (7 April, 1770 – 23 April, 1850) was a British poet who was associated with the Romantic 
movement of the 19th Century along with Robert Southey and Samuel Coleridge, the group referred as the 
‘Lakeland Poets’. Wordsworth was a keen observer of nature and had an excellent skill to pen down the beauty 
of nature artistically, yet in a simple and straight forward manner. He began publishing at the age of 23 with a 
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collection of poetries like ‘Descriptive Sketches’. In 1798, he published ‘Lyrical Ballads’ along with Coleridge, followed 
by ‘Elegiac Stanzas’ and ‘Poems, in Two Volumes’ in 1803 and 1805 respectively. He was considered as ‘Britain’s Poet 
Laureate’. For Wordsworth, poetry was “the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.”

Summary

  Wordsworth considered nature, a place representing the ultimate source of joy and knowledge. The poem 
‘Daffodils’ appreciates the beauty of nature. The poet states that the recollection of the wonderful sight of 
thousands of daffodils, dancing joyfully, cleans the soul and uplifts the spirit of the speaker when he later finds 
himself feeling empty and gloomy.

Explanation of the Poem

  Stanza 1. “I wandered lonely as a cloud

     That floats on high o'er vales and hills,

     When all at once I saw a crowd,

     A host, of golden daffodils;

     Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

     Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.”
  Explanation: In the first stanza, we find the poet roaming aimlessly like a cloud over valleys and hills. Here, we 

find a touch of melancholy in his tone. Suddenly, he comes across a large number of daffodils growing under the 
trees near the lake. By comparing himself to a cloud, the poet signifies his closeness with nature that surrounds 
him. The daffodils were dancing and inviting the poet to join and enjoy the breeze flowing in the fields.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Vales : Valleys
 2. Host : Group, a large number
 3. Fluttering : Moving in quick succession, flapping rapidly

  Stanza 2. “Continuous as the stars that shine

     And twinkle on the milky way,

     They stretched in never-ending line

     Along the margin of a bay:

     Ten thousand saw I at a glance,

     Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.”
  Explanation: Here, the poet compares the daffodils along the bay with the stars stretched in a continuous line 

in the galaxy, like the Milky Way. Their shine is contrasted to the twinkling of the stars. The poet seems to be 
profoundly charmed by the swaying movement of the flowers due to the breeze and he remarks that the flowers 
seem to dance in exuberance.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Never-ending : Unlimited, continuous
 2. Glance : Look
 3. Tossing : Moving back and forth or sideways
 4. Sprightly : Lively, cheerful

  Stanza 3. “The waves beside them danced; but they

     Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

     A poet could not but be gay,

     In such a jocund company:

     I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
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     What wealth the show to me had brought.”

  Explanation: The poet personifies the waves in the bay and says that they too were happily dancing along with 
the daffodils, but the daffodils outshone the waves by showing joy and cheerfulness. The poet cannot prevent 
himself from being elated in such a happy company. The sight of the dazzling daffodils seems to enrich the life 
of the poet with joy and tranquility, so he could not take his eyes off.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Out-did : Defeated
 2. Sparkling : Glittering
 3. Jocund : Merry
 4. Gazed : Stared

  Stanza 4. “For oft, when on my couch I lie

     In vacant or in pensive mood,

     They flash upon that inward eye

     Which is the bliss of solitude;

     And then my heart with pleasure fills,

     And dances with the daffodils.”

  Explanation: The last stanza clarifies why the poet was so enthralled by the daffodils. The sight of the dancing 
daffodils remains dormant in the poet’s sub-conscious mind and, whenever he was in a vacant or lonely mood, 
lying on his couch, the memory of the daffodils raised his low spirits, filling his mind with immense pleasure and 
thus, he felt elated. Daffodils have left an everlasting precious memory in the poet’s mind. They become a ‘bliss of 
solitude’ i.e. ‘the blessing of being alone’, for him.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Vacant : Unoccupied
 2. Pensive : Quietly sad or thoughtful
 3. Bliss : Complete happiness
 4. Solitude : Loneliness; seclusion

CHAPTER-2
I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS

—Maya Angelou

About the Poet

  Maya Angelou (4 April, 1928 – 28 May, 2014) was an American poet, story teller, actress and an important figure 

in the American Civil Rights Movement. Her memoir, ‘I know Why the Caged Bird Sings’, made a literary 

history as the first non-fiction best-seller by an African-American woman. Her volume of poetry, ‘Just Give Me 
a Cool Drink of Water’ ‘fore I Die’ (1971), was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. She had gone through a lot 
of roughness and disparity in her life, which is reflected in her writings.

Summary

  Angelou, with the metaphor of a caged bird, represents the social differences of her time, between the African-
American community and the White-Americans. She illustrates truthfully, both, the feeling of freedom and of 
captivity through a bird that is free and a bird struggling to fight against adverse surroundings. The free bird is 
referred to the free White people and the caged bird whose wings are cut off and feet entangled, refers to the Black 
community.
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Explanation of the Poem

  Stanza 1. A free bird leaps

     On the back of the wind

     and floats downstream

     till the current ends

     and dips his wing

     in the orange sun rays

     and dares to claim the sky.
  Explanation: The opening lines of the poem describe the actions of a free bird. He takes a jump and hovers himself 

over the wind and travels along with the current, relishing in the sea of orange sunlight and proclaiming its 
freedom. Here, the ‘free bird’ refers to the people who enjoy the right to take their decision in life independently 
and enjoy the bliss of freedom.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Leap : Jump
 2. Downstream : In the direction of the flow
 3. Dares : Show sufficient courage
 4. Claim : Require

  Stanza 2. “But a bird that stalks

     down his narrow cage

     can seldom see through

     his bars of rage

     his wings are clipped and

     his feet are tied

     so he opens his throat to sing.”
  Explanation: The second stanza highlights the plight of the caged bird for whom freedom is a mere dream. He 

has lost the hope of flying freely in the sky with his wings wide open because his wings are clipped and feet are 
tied. He is forced to live in a confined space and peep between the bars to have a glimpse of the outside world. He 
is deprived of the joy of freedom. The only thing he can do is to open his mouth and sing. Here, Maya Angelou 
shares her frustration of being restricted to enjoy the freedom which should have been her right as a human 
being.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Stalks : Keep a continuous watch by moving slowly and quietly
 2. Seldom : Rarely
 3. Rage : Anger

  Stanza 3. “The caged bird sings

     with fearful trill

     of things unknown

     but longed for still

     and his tune is heard

     on the distant hill

     for the caged bird

     sings of freedom.”
  Explanation: The caged bird lacks confidence and enthusiasm. Although he sings, his voice is full of pain, anger 

and fear. He sings about the unknown surroundings; about his liberty. He dreams of a better  life; dreams which 
cannot be fulfilled. His voice is heard far and wide, but none comes to his rescue. This stanza reflects Maya’s 
frustration and helplessness.
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 Word Meanings :
 1. Trill : A quick high sound that is repeated
 2. Longed for  :  Desired 

  Stanza 4. “The free bird thinks of another breeze
     and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees
     and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn
     and he names the sky his own.”
  Explanation: The focus of the poem again shifts to the free bird which is cherishing his ride in the sky. The lovely 

breeze cares his body and he longs for yet another breeze, which make the trees sigh while passing through them. 
The free bird has ample food to feed on, the big fat worms in the lawn which they can prey at any time.

   Here, the poetess again emphasis that the free people have the entire world to claim as their own and wander 
about.

 Word Meaning :
 1.  Sighing  :  To utter a mourning sound 

  Stanza 5. “But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams
     his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream
     his wings are clipped and his feet are tied 
     so he opens his throat to sing.”
  Explanation: On the inverse side, the caged bird, who is a captive, knows that his desire of flying free is futile. His 

dreams culminate into a nightmare. He feels that the agony he’s going through will make his shadow also scream. 
This reveals that the poet had her own dreams which got crushed due to lack of freedom to achieve them. The 
poetess restates the idea that the bird opens its mouth to sing, to voice his desire for freedom and expression.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Nightmare : A frightening dream
 2.  Scream : A sudden laud cry

CHAPTER-3
THE PATRIOT

—Robert Browning

About the Poet

  Robert Browning (7 May, 1812 – 12 Dec., 1889), an eminent Victorian era poet and playwright, was considered to 
be the master of dramatic monologues. Browning’s masterpieces include, ‘Porphyria’s Lover’, ‘Andrea del 
Sarto’, ' My Last Duchess’, ‘The Last Right Together’, etc. Preoccupation with the inward, psychological 
drama of his characters is what makes Browning famous for his characterisation as a poet as well as a playwright. 
He was married to poetess, Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

Summary

  This poem is about a man, a political leader, who was once regarded and glorified as a hero by the people but 
later misunderstood and killed by the same people considering him a criminal. But the poet also shows the man’s 
deep hope and faith in God. He believes that, though the people considered him wrong, God will surely give 
appropriate judgement and he shall be much safer in heaven.

Explanation of the Poem
  Stanza 1. “It was roses, roses, all the way,

     With myrtle mixed in my path like mad:
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     The house-roofs seemed to heave and sway,

     The church-spires flamed, such flags they had,

     A year ago on this very day.”
  Explanation: In the first stanza, the poet says that just a year ago when he had entered the city, people welcomed 

him joyfully and decorated his path with roses and myrtles. They crowded on their roof-tops to have his glimpse. 
The minarets and domes of the churches shone with fiery coloured flags. The political leader thus, received a 
grand public welcome when he came into power a year ago.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Myrtle : Shrub with sweet smelling white or pink flowers
 2. Heave : To swell or rise
 3. Sway : Move back and forth
 4. Church-spires : Church tower

  Stanza 2. “The air broke into a mist with bells,
     The old walls rocked with the crowd and cries.
     Had I said, “Good folk, mere noise repels.
     But give me your sun from younger skies!”
     They had answered, “And afterward, what else?”
  Explanation: The poet further describes the festive environment. The air was filled with the resounding of the 

bells and the old walls swayed due to the loud cries of the people who had gathered to watch their great leader 
who had brought laurels to their nation. The patriot tells the people that instead of the noise that seems to be 
repelling and also temporary, if they loved him, they should get the sun from the sky for him, which was the 
symbol of permanence and power. At that time, the crowd that was extremely zealous, asks him what else would 
he require, other than the sun. They were ready to fulfill any of his demand.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Mist : Light fog
 2. Rocked : Shook
 3. Repels : Repulse, discourage
 4. Yonder : Over there

  Stanza 3. “Alack, it was I who leaped at the sun
     To give it my loving friends to keep!
     Nought man could do, have I left undone:
     And you see my harvest, what I reap
     This very day, now a year is run.”
  Explanation: This stanza illustrates a sudden transition of the man from a leader to a traitor in the eyes of the 

same people. He realises that he had been over-ambitious and over-confident as he tried to get the sun to gift to 
his loving people. He tried to accomplish the impossible for them. But he is disappointed and regretful to see the 
result presently just after a lapse of one year.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Alack : Used to express sorrow or regret
 2. Leaped : To jump over, to move quickly
 3. Nought : None

  Stanza 4. “This very day, now a year is run.
     There’s nobody on the house-tops now
     Just a palsied few at the windows set;
     For the best of the sight is, all allow,
     At the Shambles’ Gate.. or, better yet,
     By the very scaffold’s foot, I trow.”
  Explanation: Here the poet remarks that the same patriot who was once welcomed with open hearts and hands, 

is branded as a traitor by the same people and is being taken for execution. The house-tops which were once over-
crowded with overwhelming excitement to watch him, are now empty. Only a few paralysed ones are standing 
at the windows watching him march towards death. The rest are assembled at the slaughter-house, for the best 
sight will be there, where this man will be hanged to death.
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 Word Meanings :
 1. Palsied : Paralysed
 2. Shambles gate : Slaughter house
 3. Scaffold : A platform on which criminals are killed by being hanged or beheaded.

  Stanza 5. “I go in the rain, more than needs,

     A rope cuts both my wrists behind;

     And I think, by the feel, my forehead bleeds,

     For they fling, whoever has a mind,

     Stones at me for my year’s misdeeds.”
  Explanation: Here the poet draws the imagery of the patriot, now a convict, walking in the rain towards the 

scaffold. His hands are tied at the back, the tight rope making wounds in his wrists. He suffers injuries as the 
people hit him with stones. He can feel the blood dripping down his forehead. It is highly ironical that the hands 
which welcomed him once with roses are now pelting stones at him. And more interestingly he says that, these 
were people with brains, who judged him for his year’s misdeeds.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Fling : To throw or push forcefully
 2.  Misdeeds  :  A morally wrong or illegal act.

  Stanza 6. “Thus I entered, and thus I go!
     In triumphs, people have dropped down dead.
     Paid by the world, what dost thou owe
     “Me?”—God might question; now instead,
     ‘Tis God shall repay: I am safer so.”
  Explanation: The concluding stanza ends on an optimistic note. The leader says that he travelled the same path 

when he entered the town and when he is leaving the town as well as the world. A public hero, once upheld with 
great pomp and shows, now suffers utter humiliation and his life approaches an unexpected climax. The speaker 
discusses his religious belief, his meeting with God after death. He says that he will tell God that he did the best 
possible for his people, yet they misunderstood him and treated him shamefully.

   He believes in God’s justice. God will understand that he has already been punished on the earth for his misdeeds, 
and he will give the man the best reward in his world for his services. Thus, he will completely surrender to God 
and feel content and safe with 'Him' ever after.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Triumph : A great success or achievement
 2.  Dost  :  Does
 3.  Thou  :  You

CHAPTER-4
ABU BEN ADHEM

—Leigh Hunt

About the Poet

  Leigh Hunt (19 October, 1784 – 28 August, 1859) was a religious man who was educated in a Christian hospital. His 
first poem were published in 1801 under the title of “Juvenilia”, and introduced him into a literary and theatrical 
society. In 1808, he became the editor of 'The Examiner’, a newspaper founded by his brother. He was a friend and 
critic to other famous writers like, Percy Bysshe Shelley and Lord Byron. He is known today for only a handful of 
delightful, short lyrics and poems like,  The Story of Remine (1816), Foliage (1819, a collection of poem), etc.
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Summary

  ‘Abou Ben Adhem’ describes the spiritual experience of a religious man ‘Abou’. Through this poem, the poet wishes 
to express to the readers the importance of kindness and love that we need to show towards our fellow beings.

Explanation of the Poem
  Stanza 1. “Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase!)
     Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,
     And saw, within the moonlight a his room,
     Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,
     An angel writing in a book of gold.”
  Explanation: Abou was a gentle and caring man. He did good to everyone. One night, he was enjoying a sound 

and peaceful sleep in his room. Suddenly, he woke up and saw his room flooded with moonlight. The room was 
brightened by the presence of an angel, who looked like a lily in full bloom. The angel was writing something in 
a golden book.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Dream of peace : Peaceful dream
 2. Rich  :  Brightened

  Stanza 2. “Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,
     And to the presence in the room he said,
     “What wriest thou?- The vision raised its head,
     And with a look made of all sweet accord,
     Answered, “The names of those who love the Lord.”
     “And is mine one?” said Abou. “Nay, not so,”
     Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low,
     But cheerly still; and said, “I pray thee, then,
     Write me as one that loves his fellow men.”
  Explanation: The extremely peaceful atmosphere of the room made Abou bold enough to ask the angel what was it 

writing. The angel rose its head and looked at him sweetly. Then it told him that it was making the list of all those 
who loved the Lord. Abou curiously enquired if his name too was mentioned in it. The angel denied in a subdued 
yet cheerful voice. Abou requested the angel to add his name among those who loved other fellow beings.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Exceeding : Increasing
 2. Presence : (here) Angel
 3. Vision : (here) Angel
 4. Sweet accord : Harmony

  Stanza 3. “The angel wrote, and vanished. The next night
     It came again with a great wakening light,
     And showed the names whom love of God had blest,
     And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest.”
  Explanation: The angel granted his request, wrote his name and vanished. The next night the angel came again 

into his room and showed him the names of those who were lucky enough to be blessed by God’s love. And to 
Abou’s joy, his name was at the top of the list. Thus, Abou was nearer to God because he loved his fellowmen.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Vanished : Disappeared
 2. Blest  :  Blessed
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CHAPTER-5
NINE GOLD MEDALS

—David Roth

About the Poet

  David Roth (10 October, 1954 – Present) is an American rock vocalist, songwriter, actor, author and former radio 
personality. He is an artist who conveys a wealth of stories, anecdotes and scenes with a physically felt intensity. 
He is best known as the lead singer of the Southern California based hard rock band, ‘Van Halen’.

Summary

  The poem deals with an incident which happened at a special Olympic race. ‘Nine Gold Medals’ is a beautiful 
poem that illustrates that sports is not only about competing, and about winning awards and medals, but also a 
complete institution that teaches you values like, sportsmanship, compassion and empathy. In this poem, we see 
that how racers help a young injured competitor, to finish the race without caring about the competition. They 
all were rewarded with a gold medal for their outstanding display of co-operation and human kindness.

Explanation of the Poem
  Stanza 1. “The athletes had come from so many countries
     To run for the gold, for the silver and bronze
     Many weeks and months in training
     All building up to the games.”
  Explanation: Olympics are held after every four years. Participating in Olympics and winning an award is a 

deeply cherished dream of every athlete. This poem describes the scene at Special Olympics where special 
sportsmen, i.e., who have some problem in a particular part of their body, had gathered to participate in one 
hundred metres race.

  They had come from different countries with the dream to win gold, silver or bronze medal. They had spent 
hours of vigorous training. Their hopes were quite high.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Athletes : Sportsmen
 2.  Building up  :  Developing strength and stamina

  Stanza 2. “All round the field spectators were gathered
     Cheering on all the young women and men
     Then the final event of the day was approaching
     The last race about to being.”
  Explanation: The spectators had gathered around and were cheering the contestants of all the events. They had 

been encouraging them all throughout. It was now time for the last event to begin. All were anxious about it.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Spectators : Onlookers, audience
 2. Cheering on : Shouting encouragement

  Stanza 3. “The loudspeakers called out the names of the runners
     The one hundred metres the race to be run
     And nine young athletes stood there determined
     And poised for the sound of the gun.”
  Explanation: The next and the final event is the hundred metres race. The names of the participants are announced. 

The nine young athletes come and take their positions behind the starting point. They are fully determined and 
ready, and wait for the pistol to be fired in order to begin the race.
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 Word Meanings :
 1. Exploded   : Fired
 2.  Poised  :  Ready or prepared for something  

  Stanza 4. “The signal was given, the pistol exploded
     And so did the runners on hearing the sound
     But the youngest among them stumbled and staggered
     And he fell on his knees to the ground.”
  Explanation: The signal came indicated by the pistol shot, the runners began the race immediately but, 

unfortunately, the youngest of the athlete stumbled and lost his balance and fell with his knees on the ground.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Stumbled : Tripped
 2.  Staggered :  To move unsteadily

  Stanza 5. “He gave out a cry of frustration and anguish
     His dreams and his efforts clashed in the dirt
     But as sure as I’m standing here telling the story
     Now it’s a strange one, but here’s what occurred.”
  Explanation: After hours of training and hard efforts, all the dreams and hopes of the differently abled man 

seemed to turn to dust. He cries with pain and helplessness. He had trained hard but missed the opportunity to 
show his talent. But the speaker says that, something unusual yet true, happened following his fall.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Anguish : Extreme suffering, grief or pain
 2.  Dashed  :  Broke or destroyed

  Stanza 6. “The eight other athletes stopped in their tracks
     The ones who had trained for so long to compete
     One by one they turned round and came back to help him
     And lifted the lad to his feet.”
  Explanation: The other eight athletes who had already begun their race, stopped in their tracks. To everyone’s 

surprise, one by one, turning around, they returned to help the fallen boy and lifted him up. This sudden change 
of mind was quite unexpected. After all they had been preparing for this day from a long time.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Tracks : Paths, trails
 2.  Lad  :  Young boy

  Stanza 7. “Then all nine runners joined hands and continued
     The one hundred metres reduced to a walk
     And the banner above that said “Special Olympics”
     Could not have been nearer the mark.”
  Explanation: All the nine runners then held each other's hand and resumed the competition, but this turned out 

to be a special one because all the participants were now walking together and the hundred metre race changed 
into a walk. Thus, the title on the banner matched with their act and could not have been a better one.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Joined hands : Held each other’s hands.

  Stanza 8. “That’s how the race ended, with nine gold medals
     They came to the finish line holding hands still
     And the banner above and nine smiling faces
     Said more than these words ever will
     Said more than these words ever will.”
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  Explanation: The nine athletes reached the finishing line together hand in hand. They stood beneath the banner 
with smiling faces. No words would suffice to praise this act. Their act of co-operation towards their competitor 
actually won them nine gold medals. The poet repeats the last line to emphasise on their greatness.

 Word Meanings :
 1.  Banner  :  A large strip of cloth with a design, picture or writing on it

SECTION-C : PROSE : A COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES

CHAPTER-1
AN ANGEL IN DISGUISE

—T.S. Arthur

About the Author

  T. S. Arthur (6 June 1809-6 March 1885), was a popular 19th century American author. He had a distinguished 
writing career during which he wrote more than 150 novels. His work was basically moralistic in nature. His most 
famous work is his essay, ‘The Nights in a Bar-Room and What I Saw There’ (1854).

  He was a strong proponent of temperance.

Summary

  ‘An Angel in disguise’ is an emotional story which highlights the theme of love and kindness. It takes place in a 
small village. A pauper woman dies at the threshold of her house due to excessive alcoholism. Her three children 
are left orphaned. The lady was despised by the villagers and so had no family or friend. But after her death, pity 
replaced anger. The villagers take up a collection and put together a modest funeral. As for the children, farmer 
Jones adopts John, a stout 12 year old boy, because he would help him in fieldwork. The second born child, 10 
year old Kate, a bright and active girl, was taken by Mrs. Ellis, who has looking for a bound girl. Then there was 
Maggie, the youngest and paralysed one. She had fallen from the window and seriously injured her spine. She 
was bedridden so no one wanted to take her. They think of sending her to the poorhouse.

  Mr. Joe Thompson, who worked as a wheelwright, takes pity on her. He likes children, though he is childless. 
His heart melts when the helpless child pleads with him. He knew his strict wife will be angry still he carries 
her home. He tells her that he would take her to the poorhouse the next day. Somehow, he manages to keep her 
despite of her hard hearted attitude.

  Mr. Thompson requests his wife to think of Maggie’s dead mother, her loneliness, helplessness and sufferings in 
her life. Mrs. Thompson tried to hide her hostility while communicating with Maggie. But gradually the feeling 
of love and compassion emerged in her heart. She became kinder with the sweet sick girl. Maggie becomes a 
speck of happiness in the life of childless Thompson couple. She is a little girl with a pure, clear and light soul. 
They never discuss to take her to the poorhouse again. She turns out to be an angel in disguise for them.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Intemperance : Excessive drinking
 2. Wretched : Very unhappy
 3. Threshold : Door
 4. Denounced : Criticised harshly and publicly
 5. Interment : Burial
 6. Stout : Brave and strong
 7. Wan : Looking sick or pale
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 8. Soiled : Unclean, dirty
 9. Hovel : A small, poorly built and often dirty house
 10. Pauper : Poor
 11. Ere : Before
 12. Wheelwright : A maker and repairer of wheels
 13. Vague : Unclear
 14. Penetrated : To pass into or through
 15. Brat : An ill-mannered annoying child
 16. Countenance : A person’s expression
 17. Indignation : Anger
 18. Irrepressible : Uncontrolled
 19. Unwonted : Unwanted

CHAPTER-2
THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL

—Hans Christian Andersen

About the Author

  Hans Christian Andersen (2nd April, 1805 – 4th August, 1875), was a Danish writer, who enjoyed fame as a novelist, 
dramatist and poet, but fairy tales are his greatest contribution to world literature. Many of his stories include, 
'The Ugly Duckling' and 'The Princess and the Pea', remain classics of the genre. His stories have been adapted 
for stage and screen, including a popular animated version of 'The Little Mermaid'. He suffered a serious injury 
after falling from bed. His last publication, a collection of stories, appeased the same year. Signs of Liver Cancer 
started showing up and finally he died in Copenhagen.

Summary

  ‘The Little Match Girl’ is a sad story about a miserable young girl. The story begins on a rough cold winter 
evening, the wind was swirling, the sky was darkening and the snow was coming down. It was the last evening 
before New Year and it seems that the people were preparing to spend a nice evening in their homes with a 
lavish celebration. In this chill and darkness, a poor little girl strolled, who was bareheaded and bare feet. She was 
wearing her mother’s slippers but they were bigger than her size, so while crossing the road in a hurry, she lost 
one of them and the other one was stolen by a boy. Her feet were red and frozen due to the cold.

  This little girl is out in the streets to sell matches as ordered by her strict father. She could not manage to sell any 
since morning but could not return home, firstly, because her father would beat her and secondly, her poor home 
could not provide her any shelter from the cold winds.

  She was lured by the appetizing smells of food, spreading from a house. The low temperature made it impossible  
for her to carry on further so she curled herself up in a corner between two buildings and tucked her feet 
underneath herself. To keep herself warm she decided to light up one match. The lightning of the match carries 
her into a world of imagination. She imagines a large iron stove and tries to feel the warmth coming from it. But 
suddenly it disappears with the match.

  The little girl’s next vision, which she sees on lighting the next match, is of a beautiful stuffed goose dinner. 
Suddenly, the goose hopped out from the dish and reached up to the little girl. But again, the match goes out and 
the scene disappears.

  In the next vision she finds herself sitting under the most beautifully decorated Christmas tree. Then the girl sees 
the falling star and thinks to herself that someone is dying because once her grandmother had told that a falling 
star meant that someone was going to heaven. She finally visualises her beloved grandmother and continues to 
light matches, one after the other, to keep her in sight.

  The next day, she was found dead and frozen with a smiling face. Everyone talked about her attempts to keep 
herself warm but no one knew that she died a peaceful death while having happy visions and about her joining 
her beloved grandmother in heaven.
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 Word Meanings :
 1. Hitherto : Until now
 2. Scuffled away : Moved quickly with short steps
 3. Dreadfully : Very bad or unpleasant
 4. Urchin : A usually poor and dirty child
 5. Hitherto : Until now
 6. Scuffled away : Moved quickly with short steps
 7. Dreadfully : Very bad or unpleasant
 8. Urchin : A usually poor and dirty child
 9. Farthing : A former British coin with a value equal to one quarter of a penny
 10. Gleaming : Shining
 11. Cowered : Moved back or crouched especially for shelter
 12. Burnished : Polished
 13. Porcelain : A hard, white substance made by baking clay, used for making utensils
 14. Reeled : Whirled, moved round and round
 15. Trail : A path through a forest, field
 16. Lusture : Gleam, shine

CHAPTER-3
THE BLUE BEAD

—Norah Burke

About the Poet

  Norah Aileen Burke (2nd August, 1907 - 1st March, 1976), was a celebrated English novelist and non-fiction writer 
famous for her descriptions of life in India during the early 20th century. Her father was a forest officer in India 
during her early childhood. Thus, she got an ample chance to interact with the wildlife in India, which inspired 
her to include them in her works, the famous among them being ‘Jungle Child’ (1956), ‘Eleven Leopards’ (1965) 
and ‘Midnight Forests’ (1966).

Summary

  This story starts with a mugger crocodile lying motionless waiting for food. Beside him lay a small blue bead. In 
the village above the river lived a little girl, Sibia. Being poor she never owned anything but a rag. Her family 
could not even afford her a new needle or a handful of beads to make a necklace. She worked with her mother 
and other women collecting paper grass from above the river. After a good collection was made, they would take 
it down to the bullock cart and sell it to the agent who would arrange for it to be sent to the paper mills. On the 
way lived some Gujjar people, the nomadic graziers, who stayed there till their animals finished grazing at that 
spot.

  One day, when the women returned back after toiling for the entire day, Sibia decided to rest on the way. While 
she was resting, a Gujjar woman came down to fill two pots and when she was filling them a huge crocodile 
attacked her, biting down on the woman’s leg, blood spreading everywhere. Quickly Sibia, who was watching this 
attack, ran over and stabbed the crocodile in the eyes, the only vulnerable area, with her hayfork. The crocodile 
swam away convulsively in pain. After rescuing the woman, Sibia brought her to the shore, applied sand on her 
wound, tied it with a rag and helped her home.

  When she came back to pick her things, she saw the blue bead laying in the river. She picked it up and brought it 
home happily and told her mom about the bead that she had found for her necklace.
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 Word Meanings :
 1. Whirlpool : An area of water in a river, stream, etc., that moves very fast in a circle
 2. Jostle : To push against while moving forward in a crowd
 3. Rippled : Moved in small waves
 4. Trilling : Twirl, revolve
 5. Mugger : A freshwater crocodile found in India
 6. Antediluvian : Very old or old-fashioned
 7. Formidable : Very powerful or strong
 8. Putrid : Rotten, very ugly or unpleasant
 9. Tepid : Not hot and not cold; lukewarm
 10. Armoured hide : Thick skin which acts as armour
 11. Ford : A shallow part of a river etc., that may be crossed by walking
 12. Perforated : Having holes
 13. Starveling : Very thin due to lack of food; malnourished
 14. Rancid : Having strong and unpleasant smell
 15. Goosey-cold : Extreme cold that causes goosebumps
 16. Gaunt : Plain and unpleasant in appearance
 17. Forebears : Forefathers
 18. Swooping : To fly down through the air suddenly
 19. Dawdle : To spend time idly
 20. Hayfork : A long handed fork used for moving hay
 21. Boulder : A very large and rounded rock
 22. Lunge : A sudden forward movement
 23. Heaved : Lifted or pulled with effort
 24. Threshing : Striking repeatedly
 25. Flail : To strike or hit in a wild and uncontrolled way
 26. Prong : A long point of a fork
 27. Convulsion : An uncontrolled fit
 28. Wobbling : Moving unsteadily from side to side
 29. Morose : Very sad or unhappy
 30. Makna elephant : Tuskless, dangerous elephant

CHAPTER-4
MY GREATEST OLYMPIC PRIZE

—Jesse Owens

About the Poet
  Jesse Owens also known by the name of James Cleveland Owens, (12 September 1913 – 31 March 1980), was an 

American track and field athlete who set a world record in the running broad jump which stood for 25 years and 
who won four gold medals at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin. It is the fourth Olympic victory that were a blow 
to Adolf Hitler's intention to use the games to demonstrate Aryan superiority. Hitler refused to shake hands with 
Owens because he was an African American.

Summary

  ‘My Greatest Olympic Prize’ is a famous memoir by the well-known American Athlete, Jesse Owens. He was 
a member of the American team that went to Berlin for the 1936 Olympic Games. In this story, he shares his 
unforgettable experience during the games. Adolf Hitler was the then ruler of Germany. He was an ardent racist. 
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He believed in the supremacy of the ‘Aryan race’. He thought that his German athletes belonged to a master race 
and they would perform better than the others. Jesse Owens was a Negro. He nurtured a belief to disapprove 
Hitler’s theory and with this determination he went to Berlin. He trained himself for six years for these Olympics. 
The previous year he had already made a record in long jump. So, he was pretty confident to win the medal.

  An angry athlete commits mistakes. So did Jesse. He put a very bad performance during the trials. But the German 
athlete Luz Long, performed well and qualified for the finals. This made Jesse all the more upset. Though Luz is 
his opponent player but surprisingly he helps Jesse to qualify for the finals. He suggests to draw a line behind the 
take-off board and then to jump. In the finals, though Luz managed to break his own record but it was Jesse who 
won the gold medal by jumping 26 feet 5-5/16 inches. Despite Hitler’s glaring at them, Luz shook hands with Jesse 
and congratulated him.

  Jesse recollects what Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of Olympic Games, said that the true spirit of Olympic is 
not winning but taking part and fighting well. Luz did not win but set up a good Olympic spirit. Thus, for Jesse 
Owens, the greatest Olympic prize is not the gold medal but his true and noble friendship with Luz Long.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Sophomore : A student in the second year of high school or college
 2. Startled : Surprised
 3. Leaped : Jumped
 4. Disgustedly : Distastefully
 5. Slang : Language peculiar to a particular group of people
 6. Chiseled : Having an attractive well-formed shape
 7. Ebb out : Decline
 8. Glared : To look angrily at someone
 9. Epitome : A perfect example

CHAPTER-5
ALL SUMMER IN A DAY

—Ray Douglas Bradbury

About the Poet

  Ray Bradbury (22 August 1920 - 5 June 2012), was an American science fiction writer whose works were translated 
in more than 40 languages. His works created a world of new technical and intellectual ideas. He is best known 
for his dystopian novel ‘Fahrenheit 451’ (1953) and short story collections ‘The Martian Chronicles’, and ‘The 
Illustrated Man’. ‘All Summer in a Day’ a short story, was first published in 1954 in the magazine of fantasy and 
science fiction.

Summary

  The concept of the story ‘All Summer in a Day’, is built on Venus – a planet where it rains continuously, all the 
time. The people live in underground tunnels to escape the cold hard rain. The story begins with school children 
crowding around a window in their classroom, waiting for the heavy rain to stop and for a rare occurrence i.e., 
the sun, to come out for two hours after seven years of non-stop rain, as per prediction. They had seen the sun 
only when they were two years old.

  Margot is a nine years old girl whose family moved from Earth to Venus when she was four. Only she remembers 
the warmth of the sun and how beautiful the sunshine can be. She explains to other children that the sun is round 
like a penny and hot like fire but they consider her a liar, despise her and mock at her. She has been in a state of 
depression ever since she arrived on Venus and her parents were planning to take her back on the Earth.

  As Margot stands alone waiting for the rain to subside and the long awaited sun to appear, the other children 
plan a terrible trick on her. They forcefully carry her to the closet and lock her inside. Wickedly pleased with 
themselves, they return and move along with the teacher to experience the event they were waiting for.

  When the Venus rain finally stops and sun comes out, a bronze flame spreads throughout the forests of Venus. 
The children exit the tunnels and run around excitedly. But soon the rain clouds move in. The sun hides and 
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heavy showers replace it. All the children reflect on the wonderful experience they had with the sun and then re-
enter the tunnels. Suddenly, one of the children remembers that they had locked Margot inside the closet. Slowly 
she is taken out, but it is too late for her, she will have to wait yet another seven years to see the sun which she 
had been so earnestly waiting for.

 Word Meanings :
 1. Peering : Looking narrowly or curiously
 2. Compounded : Combined
 3. Concussions : Impact, agitation
 4. Slackening : Becoming slower or lesser
 5. Feverish : Agitated, heated
 6. Shove : A strong, forceful push
 7. Clutched : Held onto tightly
 8. Savagely : Fiercely, rudely
 9. Muffled : Suppressed
 10. Repercussions : Reverberations
 11. Tumultuously : Loudly & excitedly
 12. Resilient : Flexible, bouncy
 13. Squinted : Looked with eyes partly closed
 14. Savoured : Tasted and smelled
 15. Avalanche : A great amount
 16. Stakes : Pointed sticks or posts
 17. Solemn : Sad and serious
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