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SECTION : A
READING 

 
(20 Marks)

SYLLABUS
Qs 1-2. This section will have two reading passages. The arrangement within the reading section is as follows :

Q. 1. A Factual passage of 300-350 words with eight objective type questions (including multiple choice 
questions).  (8 marks)

Q. 2. A Discursive passage of 350-400 words with four Short Answer Type Questions to test inference, evaluation 
and analysis with four objective Type Questions (including multiple choice questions) to test vocabulary.   
 (12 marks)
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 CHAPTER

1 UNSEEN 
PASSAGES

The students are required to do a thorough study and have understanding of the given comprehension passage 
which may consist of one or more than one paragraphs. The main purpose of this activity is to test the reading ability 
of the students and their intellectual skills. This section carries a weightage of 20 marks.

Types of Passages : There are two types of passages which help to test the reading skills of the students during 
their examination. They are :

1. Factual Passage : A factual passage contains 300 to 350 words. It is a detailed description in which some 
information is added along with a description of physical attributes. A good factual passage encourages the reader to 
compare or contrast the relevant information regarding facts, data, etc. A student learns to get a comprehensive view of 
the subject and he discusses to improve his or her mental ability. There are instructive, descriptive and reporting passages in 
this section.

The questions are asked on the factual passage in the following way :
In examination, 8 very short answer type questions of one mark each are asked on the basis of factual passage.
2. Discursive Passage : A discursive passage contains a text which is either argumentative, interpretative or 

persuasive in nature. It may also include opinions or feedback. The students are able to come to a conclusion through 
their reasoning power rather than intuition. They discuss the subject to reach a balanced and objective approach.

The questions are asked on the discursive passage in the following way :
Discursive passage carries 12 marks in the examination. It includes 4 short answer type questions of 2 marks each of 

which test inference, evaluation and analysis and 4 very short answer type questions of one mark each which are based 
to test vocabulary including meanings, synonyms, antonyms, etc., of the words given in the passage.

Tips to Know :
 Tips for solving comprehension passages :

 (i) Read the passage thoroughly. The reading should be quick.
 (ii) Focus on the relevant details and underline them with a pen or a pencil.
 (iii) Read the questions carefully and go back to the passage to find the answers.
 (iv) The answers are generally in a logical sequence.
 (v) Try to write the answer in your own words.
 (vi) To find the answer to the vocabulary based questions like synonyms etc., replace the word with the meaning. 

If you find that it is the same in meaning, the answer is correct.
 (vii) To find the correct option in Multiple Choice Questions, go through all the options. Re-read the passage and 

then tick the correct option.

Marking Scheme
Objective : Local and global comprehension of a text.
  To identify the main points of the text.
Marking : 8 marks—1 mark for each correct answer.
  12 marks—1 mark for each objective Type Question.
  —2 marks for each Short Type Question Answer.
  No penalty for spelling, punctuation or grammatical mistakes.
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Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)
1. 

Answers :
 (A) (a) there exists only white colourless diamonds.
  (b) they were found in such large quantity
  (c) the marketing campaigns of Le Vian.
  (d) shape, brightness and color.
 (B) (a) (ii) they are not found around easily
  (b) (iii) jewellery
  (c) (iv) both (ii) and (iii)
  (d) (i) campaign

Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2. 
Answers :
 (A) (a) Sudoku is a puzzle game designed for a single player, much like a crossword puzzle. The puzzle is a 

grid of little boxes called ‘cells.’
  (b) The writer compares the numbers in Sudoku to life by citing similarities between the game’s rules 

and real life situations.  
  (c) Similarities between Sudoku and Life: Your duties towards your family, teachers, society and country 

all go on simultaneously just as the arrangement of the given numbers. This is instructive in life, on 
how to maintain steadfast faith, poise and equanimity despite odd situations. 

  (d) You never think of the end (the result); you just keep working on the numbers and the final result 
(fruits of action) accrues on its own.

 (B) (a) (iii) informative
  (b) (ii) self-control
  (c) (iii) subtle
  (d) (i) calm

Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)

1. 

Answers :
 (A) (a) The Red lion and the sun.
  (b) disaster relief programmes; community health
	 	 (c)	 •	maintain	contact	between	societies
	 	 	 •	set	up	new	programmes
	 	 	 •	coordination	of	international	disaster	operations.	(Any two)
  (d) during war whenever intervention by neutral body is required.
 (B) (a) (ii) ICRC    (b) (iv) Both (i) and (ii)
  (c) (iv) The International Red Cross conference.  (d) (ii) involvement

Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2. 
Answers :
 (A) (a) Modern food has become our enemy.  We have become so besotted by taste and presentation that we 

eat food for its entertainment value, not for its nutritional benefit.
  (b) People are trying to lose weight by eating less in the day, so that they can accommodate such foods 

in the night.  They skip breakfast and lunch so that they can satisfy their taste buds in the night.
  (c) One should remember that health is so much more than just weight loss; at the same time achieving 

ideal body weight in a healthy way does provide a basis for achieving perfect health.
  (d) The equation - If you eat more calories than you burn, you gain weight. And if you eat fewer calories 

than you burn, you lose weight.
 (B) (a) (i) feed
  (b) (ii) weaken
  (c) (iii) miserable
  (d) (iv) either
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Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)

1. 

Answers :
 (A) (a) 2006, 2009    (b) a century
  (c) Colin P. Kelly    (d) catalytic effect
 (B) (a) (iii) threat multiplier    (b) (ii) 1.5 million
  (c) (ii) Bashar al-Assad    (d) (iii) chaos

Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2.

Answers :
 (A) (a) We should be respectful towards teachers, parents and become good students and citizens.
  (b) To maintain ecological and environmental balance, people should live in harmony with nature.
  (c) To be progressive in life, keeping the fighting spirit alive.
  (d) We are destroying our nature, the extent of which is so profound that we have to face disasters.
 (B) (a) (iii) deities
  (b) (iii) explore
  (c) (i) transmitted
  (d) (iv) imbibe

Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)
1. 
Answers :
 (A) (a) rising cost of health care and insurance
  (b) The United states is different as (it does not have some form of universal health care).
  (c) America considers health care as economic good like a TV or VCR, not as social good.
  (d) The health care level has improved tremendously in America.
 (B) (a) (ii) to have a continuum of  care for the patient (b) (iii) The discharge planner
  (c) (iv) the lack of health care for all    (d) (i) estimating

Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2.

Answers :
 (A) (a) According to the writer the underlying theme of Tagore’s works can be termed as his love for freedom, 

and non-conformity.
  (b) Ratikanta Basu has paid tribute to Tagore by opening a cafeteria-cum-restaurant, ‘Cafe The’, where 

people can get a taste of Tagore’s culinary indulgences–all under one roof.
  (c) ‘Cross cultural cuisine’ means local versions of food or recipes being reinvented with a continental 

touch or vice versa.
  (d) The purpose of the dinner party hosted by India society was to felicitate Tagore on the occasion of the 

publication of Gitanjali, a collection of his poems.
 (B) (a) (i) desire  (b) (iii) natural
  (c) (i) collect  (d) (iv) exposed

Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)

1. 

Answers :
 (A) (a) The research has revealed that it is a misconception that children living on platforms are abandoned 

or are wrecked from homes.
  (b) This phrase means that the longer a child lives on the platform, the more he falls prey to addictions, 

abuse, petty thefts and odd jobs for survival.
  (c) home placement.
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  (d) early intervention
 (B) (a) (ii) wrecked  (b) (i) counselled
  (c) (ii) home placement  (d) (iii) de-addiction camps

Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2.

Answers :
 (A) (a) Young educated men do not want to work with their hands, they prefer office jobs but jobs in offices 

are limited.
  (b) They can set up their own workshop, it will solve the problem of unemployment.
  (c) By providing good literary education upto matriculation standard.
  (d) More factories should be opened in public and private sectors to give employment to the engineers.
 (B) (a) (i) guard  (b) (ii) dearth
  (c) (iv) tapped  (d) (i) restrict

Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)

1. 

Answers :
 (A) (a) budgies    
  (b) parrots
  (c) near water
  (d) Budgies can travel hundreds of kms upto 50 kms per hour.  
 (B) (a) (iv) Both (ii) and (iii)
  (b) (i) they have the ability to develop large vocabulary
  (c) (ii) albino
  (d) (iii) loquacious

Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2.

Answers :
 (A) (a) Travelling can give people time to relax, reflect and ponder ; when they come back they have a fresh 

outlook, new zeal and a better determination.
  (b) When people of Assam visit South India, they learn a great deal about geographical features of South 

India and learn about people’s culture.
  (c) A visit to many places of India will make us realize that India is a mosaic of culture, races, creed that 

help national integration.
  (d) Has educative, informative and social value, improves health, adds thrill and relaxation to life, helps 

promoting national integration.
 (B) (a) (ii) ponder  (b) (iii) enlighten
  (c) (iv) mosaic  (d) (iv) tremendous

Type I : Factual Passage (300-350 words & 8 marks)

1.  

Answers :
 (A) (a) long and exhaustive
  (b) cures skin irritation and sunburns
  (c) enzyme
  (d) corrects habitant constipation, bleeding piles and chronic diarrhoea.
 (B) (a) (ii) its ability to fight and cure so many diseases
  (b) (i) digestion and cures skin irritation.
  (c) (ii) cirrhosis of the liver
  (d) (iii) deficiency
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Type II : Discursive Passages (350-400 words & 12 marks)

2.

Answers :
 (A) (a) Pasteur viewed those who suffered from diseases as not just cases that had to be cured. He was 

always absorbed in his determination to win against diseases.
  (b) It is obvious by the fact that Pasteur never wholly forgot the imagery of his boyhood days, when he 

drew the familiar scenes of his birth place, and the longing to be an artist.
  (c) The phrase “ I cannot”, in context of the article, implies that Pasteur could not take the pain/exhaustion 

of being bedridden anymore and he did not want to live like that anymore.
  (d) His greatest grief was when sheer physical exhaustion made him give up his active work.
 (B) (a) (iii) complete dedication  (b) (iv) to abandon
  (c) (iv) sink  (d) (i) determination




