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History
CBsE 

sample Question Papers

Self Assessment Paper
Solved ______________________________________________________________

 General Instructions :

Read the below instructions very carefully and follow them strictly.

 (i) Answer all the questions. Some questions have an internal choice. Marks are indicated against 
each question. This question paper comprises of six sections.

 (ii) Section A: Question numbers 1 to 16 are objective type questions carrying 1 mark and should be 
answered in one word or one sentence each (Attempt any 15).

 (iii) Section B: Question numbers 17 to 19 are Case-Based/Source-Based having Multiple Choice 
questions carrying 3 marks each. Each question has 4 sub-parts. Attempt any three sub-parts 
from each question.

 (iv) Section C: Answer to questions 20 to 23 carrying 3 marks each should not exceed 100 words each.

 (v) Section D: Answer to questions 24 to 26 carrying 8 marks each should not exceed 350 words each.

 (vi) Section E: Question number 27 to 29 are Source-based questions carrying 5 marks each.

 (vii) Section F: Question number 30 is a Map question that includes the identification and location of 
significant test items. Attach the map with the answer book.

 sECtion-A [15 marks]

 Attempt any 15 questions.  [1 mark each]

 1. Identify the correct feature of Mesopotamian Scripts.

  (i) The first Mesopotamian tablet written around 3200 BCE
  (ii) These contains pictures like signs and numbers
  (iii) Mesopotamians wrote on tablets of clay.
  (iv) Very few Mesopotamians could read and write.
  Options

  (A) both i and ii (B) both i and iii
  (C) both i and iv (D) All of these
 2. Fill ups

  The …… could not leave the estate without the permission of their masters/ lords
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 3. Look at the figure given below. Name the Sketch and Identify the culture with which it is related?

 4. Match the following :
   List A  List B
  (i) Muhammad First Revelation (a) 661-750
  (ii) Umayyad Rule (b) 750-945
  (iii) Abbasid Rule (c) 1258
  (iv) Mongols Capture Baghdad (d) 610-12
  Options
    i ii iii iv
  (A)  d c b a
  (B)  d a b c
  (C)  a b c d
  (D)  c b d a
 5. Given below are two statements: One labelled as Assertion (A) and the other as Reason (R):
  Assertion (A) : The study of new subjects promoted critical inquiry and had a profound influence on 

Islamic intellectual life.
  Reason (R) : There was a change in the social and economic organisation of western Europe in the 

eleventh century which contributed to the peace between Christendom and the Islamic World.
  (i) Both (A) and (R) are correct but R is the correct explanation of A
  (ii) Both (A) and (R) are correct but R is not the correct explanation of A
  (iii) (A) is correct but (R) is not correct
  (iv) (R) is correct but (A) is not correct.
 6. What is meant by the term “Shogun”?
  (a) In Japanese history, the hereditary Commander-in-Chief of the army.
  (b) in Chinese history, the hereditary Commander-in-Chief of the army.
  (c) In French history, the hereditary Commander-in-Chief of the army.
  (d) In American history, the hereditary Commander-in-Chief of the army.
 7. The printing was done in Japan with:
  (a) Wooden blocks (b) Iron Blocks
  (c) Copper blocks (d) Coal
 8. Fill in the blanks:
  The last judgement is the painting of ………….
 9. Identify the incorrect statement and correct it.
  (A) The Mesopotamians taught the art of writing to the human civilization
  (B) Pictographs were used to kept written records
  (C) Scribes were specialised people that were hired to write.
  (D) Most of the people in Mesopotamia could read or write.
 10. Which of these Italian city contributed to the growth of Renaissance?
  (a) Turin (b) Lucca
  (c) Venice (d) Bari
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 11. Which is the smallest continent of the world?
  (A) Asia (b) Australia
  (c) Africa (d) North America
 12. State whether the statement is true or false.
  Cathedral were small churches built in France during the 12th century.

OR
  Wild pigs were known as bison in the USA.
 13. After the decline of the Manchu empire, a Republic of China was established in:
  (a) 1902 (b) 1911
  (c) 1921 (d) 1950
 14. Why did Humanism first appeared in Italian towns? Identify the appropriate reason from the 

following option:
  (a) They followed religious superstitions.
  (b) New ideas and a rational outlook with scientific beliefs were adopted
  (c) Many new universities were established that taught humanism
  (d) With the coming of Railways, trade spread quickly.
  Options
  (a) only A (b) A and C
  (c) only C (d) B and C
 15. Write the twin objectives of the institution of Caliphate?
 16. Correct the following statement and re-write it:
  Papyrus were a type of container made of clay which were used to transport liquids like wine and 

olive oil in the Mediterranean region.

 sECtion-B [9 marks]

[3 marks each]
 17. Read the following extract carefully and answer Any THREE of the following questions by 

choosing the correct option: 1 + 1 + 1
  The famine prevalent for many successive years in many provinces has clearly displayed for Men of 

any understanding the effect of malnutrition in generating illness. The city dwellers, as it was there 
custom to collect and store enough grain for the whole next year immediately after the harvest, 
carried off all the wheat, barley, beans and lentils, and left to the peasant’s various kind of pulses 
after taking quite a large proportion of these to the city. After consuming what was left in the course 
of winter, the country people had to resort to unhealthy food in the spring; they ate twigs and shoots 
of trees and bushes and bulbs and roots of inedible plants….    

  1.  What does the given passage depict?
   (i) Ill effects of famine (ii) Shortage of food 
   (iii) Unemployment (iv) Both (i) and (ii)  
  2. What did the city dwellers do?
   (i) The city dwellers harvest the grain for three months 
   (ii) The city dwellers collected and stored grain for the whole next year
   (iii) The city dwellers collected fresh vegetables.
   (iv) The city dwellers collected unhealthy food.
  3. The country people used to have which type of food in the spring?
   (i) Twigs and Shoots of Trees (ii) Bushes and Bulbs
   (iii) Roots of inedible plants (iv) All of these.
  4. As per the extract, what are the effects of malnutrition due to famine?
   (i) Shortage of food.
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   (ii) Generate illness due to unhealthy food.
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
   (iv) None of these.

 18. Read the following extract carefully and answer Any THREE of the following questions by 
choosing the correct option: 1 + 1 + 1

  In mediaeval Islamic societies, Christians were regarded as the People of the Book (ahl al-kitab) says 
they had their own scripture (the New Testament or Injil). Christians were granted safe conduct while 
venturing into Muslim States as merchants, pilgrim’s, ambassadors and travellers. These territories 
also include those which were once held by the Byzantine Empire, notably the holy land of Palestine. 
Jerusalem was conquered by Arabs in 638 but it was ever present in the Christians imagination as 
the place of Jesus crucifixion and resurrection. This was an important factor in the formation of the 
image of Muslim in Christian Europe.

  Hostility towards the Muslim word become more pronounced in the 11th century. Normans, 
Hungarians and some Slavs had been converted into Christianity, and the Muslim alone remained as 
the main enemy. There was also a change in the social and economic organisation of Western Europe 
in the 11th century which contributed to the hostility between Christendom and the Islamic world.

  1. What kind of people Christians were regarded in mediaeval Islamic society?
   (i) They were regarded as the people of knowledge 
   (ii) they were regarded as the people of literature 
   (iii) they were regarded as the people of book 
   (iv) they were regarded as people of trade 
  2. By whom Jerusalem was conquered in 638?
   (i) The Arabs (ii) Iranian 
   (iii) Turkey  (iv) None of these 
  3. On the basis of the given passage what do you know about crusades?
   (i) Crusades mean the military expeditions 
   (ii) It was organised in western Christendom 
   (iii) Recovering the holy places of Palestine from Muslim occupation 
   (iv) All of these
  4. Which national have been mostly converted into Christianity?
   (i) Normans, Hungarians and some Slavs
   (ii) Germans, Normans and some Slavs
   (iii) Hungarians, Slavs and Germans.
   (iv) None of these

 19. Study the below picture from The Three Order carefully and answer Any THREE of the following 
questions by choosing the correct option: 1 + 1 + 1

  1. The picture shows a man sitting on a table. Who the man is looking like?
   (i) The King George (ii) A Benedictine Monk
   (iii) A Painter of England (iv) None of these
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  2. What do you think the person shown in the picture is doing?
   (i) Painting an art piece (ii) Working on a manuscript
   (iii) Decoding a language (iv) None of these
  3. Where do you think the person is working at?
   (i) Queen Elizabeth Palace (ii) Benedictine Monasteries
   (iii) An Old Church (iv) None of these
  4. In Benedictine monasteries there was a manuscript with 73 chapters of rules.
   (i) The statement is True. (ii) The statement is False.
   (iii) The statement is partially True (iv) None of these

 sECtion-C [12 marks]

In this part all questions are compulsory  [3 marks each]
 20. Describe the administrative structure in the provinces conquered by the Caliphs. 3

 21. Why do you think the Roman Government stopped coining in silver? Which metal did it begin to use 
for the production of coins? 3

 22. What was the ‘Long March’? 3
 23. Industrial Revolution occurred in two phases. Give two differences that marked these phases. 3

 sECtion-D [24 marks]

In this part all questions are compulsory  [8 marks each]
 24. What factors affected social and economic relations? 8

OR
  How did the achievements of Renaissance scientists contribute to a revolution in science?

 25. Write a short note on slavery prevalent in the Roman empire. 8
OR

  What is the legacy of Mesopotamia to the world? 
 26. What is the significance of the year 1974 in Australian policy? 8

OR
  What were the interesting features of the inventions of Industrial Revolution?

 sECtion-E [15 marks]

In this part all questions are compulsory  [5 marks each]
 27. Read the following passage and answer below-given questions:
  This self-portrait is by Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) who had an amazing range of interests from 

botany and anatomy to mathematics and art. He painted the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper.
  One of his dreams was to be able to fly. He spent years observing birds in flight, and designed a 

flying machine,
  He signed his name “Leonardo da Vinci, disciple of experiment.”
  (i) Who was Leonardo da Vinci?   1
  (ii) Mention the names of two paintings made by Leonardo da Vinci. 2
  (iii) What was the area of interest of Leonardo da Vinci? 2
 28. Read the following passage and answer below-given questions:
  In India early stone seals were stamped. In Mesopotamia until the end of the first millennium BCE, 

cylindrical seals, pierced down the centre, were fitted with a stick and rolled over wet clay so that a 
continuous picture was created. They were carved by very skilled craftsmen, and sometimes carry 
writing; the name of the owner, his God, his official position, etc. A seal could be rolled on clay 
covering the string knot of a cloth package or the mouth of a pot, keeping the contents safe. When 
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rolled on a letter written on a clay tablet, it became a mark of authenticity. So, the seal was the mark 
of a city dweller’s role in public life.

  (i) Which type of material was used to make seals?   1
  (ii) What were the various types of seals?   2
  (iii) Who carved these seals? Write a few features of these seals (Mesopotamian seals). 2
 29. Read the following passage and answer below-given questions:
  Expansion in agriculture was accompanied by growth in three related areas: population, trade and 

towns. From roughly 42 million in 1000, Europe’s population stood at 62 million around 1200 and 73 
million in 1300. Better food meant a longer lifespan. By the thirteenth century, an average European 
could expect to live 10 years longer than in the eighth century. Women and girls had shorter life 
spans compared to men because the latter ate better food.

  The towns of the Roman Empire had become deserted and ruined after its fall. But from the eleventh 
century, as agriculture increased and became able to sustain higher levels of population, towns 
began to grow again. Peasants who had surplus grain to sell needed a place where they could set up 
a selling centre and where they could buy tools and cloth. This led to the growth of periodic fairs and 
small marketing centres which gradually developed town-like features – a town square, a church, 
roads where merchants built shops and homes, an office where those who governed the town could 
meet. In other places, towns grew around large castles, bishops’ estates, or large churches.

  (i) Agriculture led to the growth of which three areas. 1½
  (ii) Why women had a shorter lifespan?   1½
  (iii) What led to the growth of the towns?   2

sECtion-F
 30. MAP  (5 marks)
  (i) On the given map, mark the following centres.
   (a) Medina   1
   (b) Mecca   1
  (ii) On the given map identify the marked centres   3

Map not to scale
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