
Solutions

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 1
(A) 

1. b. Shortughai 1
2.  Oman / Mesopotamia / Bahrain (any two) ½ + ½ = 1
3.  A Harappan seal 1
4.  (I)-(iv), (II)-(i), (III)-(ii), (IV)-(iii) 1
5.   John Marshall was the Director-General of Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) who certified 

discovery of a new civilisation in the Indus Valley. 1
(B) 

(a) (i) Ernest Mackay 1
(b) (ii) Convex 1
(c) (iv) Harappans used to consume raw food as well as cooked food. 1
(d) (i) Mohenjodaro 1

(C)  Features of the craft production in Chanhudaro:
(i) Chanhudaro, a tiny settlement of less than 7 hectares, was devoted to craft production. It was known for 

bead making, shell-cutting, metal-making and weight-making.
(ii) The materials used to make beads were stones like carnelian, jasper, crystal, quartz and steatite and metals 

like gold, bronze and copper, faience and terracotta or burnt clay. Some beads were made of two or more 
stones, cemented together with gold caps.

(iii) The shapes were many–disc-shaped, cylindrical, spherical, barrel-shaped and segmented.
(iv) Some were decorated by incising or painting and some had designs etched on them. Specialised drills were 

found in Lothal, Chanhudaro and Dholavira.
(v) Techniques for making beads differed according to the material. Steatite was mostly used, as it is a very soft 

stone.
(vi) It was likely that finished products (beads) from Chanhudaro were taken to the large urban centers such as 

Mohenjodaro and Harappa.  (½ × 6 = 3)
(D)  Archaeological records provide no immediate answer in regard to centre for power or for depictions of people in 

power. Though many things have been found, there was a lot of damage because the bricks were used for railway 
purpose and by the people for their housing needs. Archaeologists were astonished at the drainage system. They 
found two parts in the town well separated. They found the seal and sealings. They came to know about the 
scripts. Many inscriptions were short, the largest containing twenty six signs. Script was not alphabetical and it is 
not deciphered till date. Hence, they remain in the dark about the central authority of the Harappan civilisation. 
It can also be said that since very few weapons have been found, people were peace-loving. Some archaeologists 
stated that Harappan society had no rulers, and everybody enjoyed equal status. Others feel there was no single 
ruler but several, that Mohenjodaro had a separate ruler, Harappa another, and so forth. Yet others argue that 
there was a single state. Bricks of same ratio, weights and measures, settlements divided into Citadel and lower 
town, urban planning with grid layout of streets and elaborate drainage system all suggest centralized decision-
making. However, the last theory seems most plausible, as it was unlikely that entire communities could have 
collectively made and implemented such complex decisions. 8

(E) 
(a) R. E. M. Wheeler in his book ‘Harappa 1946’ tried to relate the excavations at Harappan sites with that of 

the text of the oldest scripture of the India subcontinent, Rigveda. 1
(b) Sixteen skeletons of people with the ornaments that they were wearing when they died were found near 

the Deadman Lane in Mohenjodaro in 1925. John Marshall has explained the fact in his book ‘Mohenjodaro 
and the Indus Civilisation’. 2

(c) The observation in the passage was refuted by Goerge Dales. According to him, whereas a couple of the 
skeleton did indicate a slaughter, but the majority of the bones were found in form of suggesting burials 
of the irreverent nature. There was no destruction level covering the latest period of the city, no sign of 
extensive burning, no bodies of warriors clad in armour and surrounded by the weapons of war. The 
citadel, the only fortified part of the city, yielded no evidence of a final defence. 2
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(F) 

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 2
(A) 

1. c.  Kushanas 1

2. Dharamasutras. 1

3. A copperplate inscription from Karnataka c. sixth century CE. 1

4. Spread of Jainism. 1

5. rajas 1

(B) 

(a) (iii) temporary record 1

(b) (i) dates 1

(c) (iii) 750 years.  1

(d) (iv) All of these 1

(C)  Between the sixth and fourth centuries BCE, Magadha (Bihar) became the most powerful Mahajanapada. 
Historians explain this development in a variety of ways:

(i) Magadha was a region where agriculture was especially productive.

(ii) Iron mines were accessible and they provided raw material for tools and weapons.
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(iii) Elephants considered as an important component for army, were found in the forests of this region.

(iv) Ganga and its tributaries were used as a means of cheap and convenient communication.

(v) Buddhist and Jaina texts attributed Magadha’s power to the policies of ruthlessly ambitious kings 
implemented by their ministers.

  (Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)

(D)  The social life of rural people involved:

(i) The large landholders, as well as the village headman emerged as powerful figures, and often exercised 
control over other cultivators.

(ii) Early Tamil literature (the Sangam texts) also mentions different categories of people living in the villages – 
large landowners or vellalar, ploughmen or uzhavar and slaves or adimai.

(iii) It is likely that these differences were based on differential access to land, labour and some of the new 
technologies.

(iv) Gahapati was the owner, master or head of the household and also owner of the resources – land, animals 
and other things – that belonged to the household.

(v) Sometimes, the term was used as a marker of status for men belonging to the urban elite, including wealthy 
merchants. (Any four) (1 × 4 = 4)

  The economic life of rural people involved:

(i) Different strategies such as 

a. shift to plough agriculture, 

b. iron plough share for the growth in agricultural productivity, 

c. the use of irrigation, through wells and tanks, and less commonly, canals were adopted for increasing 
production.

(ii) From the early centuries of the Common Era, the grants of land were being made. For example, the 
inscriptions of Prabhavati Gupta.

(iii) Some historians feel that land grants were part of a strategy adopted by ruling lineages to extend agriculture 
to new areas.

(iv) Others suggest that land grants were indicative of weakening political power: as kings were losing control 
over their samantas, they tried to win allies by making grants of land. They also feel that kings tried to stand 
themselves as supermen.

(v) Land grants provide some insight into the relationship between cultivators and the state.   
  (Any four) (1 × 4 = 4)

(E) 

(i) Harshacharita was composed by Banabhatta, the court poet of Harshavardhana.  1

(ii) The outskirts of a forest in the Vindhyas had many parcels of rice land, threshing ground and cultivable 
land owned by small farmers. The fields were less covered with grass and were difficult to plough. So the 
farmers mostly used spades to cultivate the stiff black soil.  2

(iii) The people of that area were moving along with the bundles of bark, countless sacks of plucked flowers, 
loads of flax and hemp bundles. They were also carrying quantities of honey, peacock feathers, wreaths of 
wax, logs and grass. They also plucked flowers and fruits from the forest.  2
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(F) 

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 3

(A) 
1. b.  Jatis 1
2.   It teaches that the life of man was simple and his needs were limited, so, there was less chance of 

conflicts.   1
3.   A terracotta sculpture found at West Bengal belonging to c. seventeenth century depicting a scene 

from the Mahabharata.  1
4. c.  (I)-(iv), (II)-(i), (III)-(ii), (IV)-(iii)  1
5.  Charak Samhita and Sushruta Samhita are composed in Sanskrit and are works on medicine. 1
6.  puta  1
7. c. (A) is correct, but (R) is not correct. 1

(B) 
(a) (i) Pandu  1
(b) (iv) They will be excluded from the royal succession. 1
(c) (iii) Patrimony  1
(d) (ii) Dhritrashtra 1

(C)  The evidence that suggests Brahmanical prescription about kinship was not universally followed during 
Mahabharat Era were as follow:
(i) Patrilineal succession existed prior to composition of the epic and under this, sons could claim the resources 

(and throne in case of kings) after father’s demise.



SELF-ASSESSMENT PAPER (SOLUTION) [  5

(ii) Example of evidence of Brahmanical prescription about kinship not followed during Mahabharat era could 
be seen Dhritarashtra was blind, his younger brother Pandu ascended the throne of Hastinapura.

(iii) Non-Kshatriya kings, for example,
a. Satavahanas who were brahmanas
b. Mauryas and Shungas of low origin
c. Shakas were mlechchhas or barbarians

(iv) Examples of marriages in which Brahmanical prescription not followed during Mahabharata era:
a. Polyandry—Draupadi had five husbands
b. Hidimba’s marriage with Bhim (Any Three) (1 × 3 = 3)

(D)  Sons were important for the continuity of the patrilineage, daughters were viewed rather differently within this 
framework and marrying them into families outside the kin was considered desirable. Kanyadana or the gift of 
a daughter in marriage was an important religious duty of the father. The Brahmanas laid down certain codes 
of social behaviour in great detail. From c. 500 BCE, these norms were compiled in Sanskrit texts known as the 
Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras.

  The most important of such works was the Manusmriti.
  The Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras recognised as many as eight forms of marriage. Of these, the first four 

were considered as “good” while the remaining were condemned. It is possible that these were practised by those 
who did not accept Brahmanical norms.

  Women were expected to give up their father’s gotra and adopt that of their husband.
  But the members of the same gotra could not marry.
  The Satavahana women’s names derived from father’s gotras. Some of the Satavahana rulers were Polygynous 

(that is, had more than one wife).  Such marriages amongst kinfolk (such as cousins) ensured a close-knit 
community.  8

(E) 
(a) For men, the Manusmriti declares, there are seven means of acquiring wealth: inheritance, finding, 

purchase, conquest, investment, work, and acceptance of gifts from good people. (Any four) ½ × 4 = 2
(b) For women, there are six means of acquiring wealth: what was given in front of the fire (marriage) or the 

bridal procession, or as a token of affection, and what she got from her brother, mother or father. She could 
also acquire wealth through any subsequent gift and whatever her affectionate husband might give her.

 (Any four) ½ × 4 = 2
(c) The text is a clear reflection of gender bias being practised in India. The text shows the dependency of 

women on men for acquiring wealth.  1

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 4
(A) 

1. b.  Walter Elliot 1

2.  Mahapajapati Gotami 1

3.  A votive inscription from Sanchi.  1

4.  (I), (II) and (IV) 1

5.  Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa are texts written in Sri Lanka. 1

(B) 

(a) (iv)  Sanchi  1

(b) (i)  A rural scene  1

(c) (ii)  Vessantara Jataka.  1

(d) (i)  Textual evidence 1

(C)  The main principle of Jainism is Ahimsa and renunciation. This concept of ahimsa has left mark on the society 
of India and many philosophies are based on this concept. In Jainism, concept of Ahimsa is different from the 
concept of nonviolence in other religions. It not only seeks nonviolence to other beings but non- violence to 
self-soul. According to Mahavira, our soul is entrapped in this world and until we renounce the world, we are 
inflicting violence on our soul. Asceticism and penance are required to free oneself from the cycle of Karma. 
Salvation can be done by renouncing the world and monastic existence. Jaina monks and nuns took five vows - to 
abstain from killing, stealing, observe celibacy, telling lies and to abstain from possessing property. 3
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(D)  The ideas of Puranic Hinduism developed in different ways within the tradition and the growth of Puranic 
Hinduism in India is mainly connected with prevalent stories and the idea of salvation that was growing along 
with Buddhism. There were two Puranic Hindu sects – Vaishnav, who were devoted to bhakti of Lord Vishnu 
and Shiva, who were devoted to bhakti of Lord Shiva, in which there was growing emphasis on the worship of a 
chosen deity. In such worship, the bond between the devotee and the God was visualised as love, devotion and 
bhakti. In case of Vaishnavism, cults developed around the various avatars or incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Ten 
avatars were recognised within the tradition, and different avatars were popular in different parts of the country 
and recognising each of these deities of Vishnu was one way of creating a unified religious tradition. Some of 
these forms were represented in sculptures as other deities, like Shiva was symbolised by the Linga and in human 
form as well. To understand the sculptures, Puranic stories have to be read and understood well. Generally, these 
Puranas were written in simple Sanskrit verses and were meant to be read aloud to everybody. At the same time, 
there was growth of temple architecture and many temples were built in this period. This reinforced the verses 
and visions of Puranic Hinduism, thus giving it long lasting and tangible form. 8

(E) 

(a) Makkhali Gosala told the king that one’s pain and pleasure will be a result of his or her Karma. Both 
pleasure and pain can neither be lessened nor increased. He further told that the wise and the fool will take 
their course of action.   2

(b) Ajita Kesakambaliln, a philosopher taught, “There is no such thing a king as alms or sacrifice or offerings. 
There was no such thing in this world or the next. The talk of gifts is a doctrine of fools. They do not survive 
after death.  2

(c) The fatalists believe that everything is predetermined and belong to the tradition of the Ajivikas. Pleasure 
and pain, measured out as it were, cannot be altered in the course of Samsara. It can neither be lessened nor 
increased.  1

(F) 

  

 2
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SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 5
(A) 

1. d. Tarikh-ul-Hind 1
2.   Travellers’ accounts provide us with a tantalising glimpse of the men and women and the societies 

during these centuries. At the same time, their observations were shaped from the places from where 
they came and they had missed many aspects of social life with which they are not familiar. 1

3.   An illustration from a thirteenth century Arabic manuscript showing the Athenian statesman and 
poet Solon, who lived in the sixth century BCE, addressing his students. 1

4.   The term Hindu was derived from an old Persian word used to refer to the region east of the River 
Sindhu.  1

5. a. Both (A) and (R) are correct and (R) is the correct explanation of (A)   1
6.  Louis XIV  1
7.  Al-Biruni’s travel to India compiled in a book titled Kitab-ul-Hind or Tarikh-ul-Hind.   

        1
(B) 

(a) (iii) Tughlakabad Fort, New Delhi 1
(b) (i) Stones  1
(c) (ii) Twenty-eight 1
(d) (iv) Budaun darwaza 1

(C)  Al-Biruni described the caste system in the following manner:
(i) Al-Biruni compared caste system in India to social system in other places and said it was not unique in 

India.
(ii) Accepted Brahmanical description of the caste system in detail.
(iii) Disapproved the notion of pollution and called it contrary to the law of nature.
(iv) He observed that in real the different Varnas lived together and mixed with each other in towns and 

villages.
(v) He noted that in ancient Persia, four categories were recognised i.e.

a. Knights and Princes
b. Monks, fire-priests
c. Lawyers, Physicians, Astronomers and other scientists.
d. Peasants and artisans

(vi) In Islam, observance of all men were considered equal differing only in their observance of piety.
 (As a whole) 3

(D)  The description of Ibn Battuta is quite helpful in understanding the life styles of Indian cities. It is very clear and 
extensive and it seems as if the true picture emerges before our eyes.
(i) He stated that Indian cities had many exciting opportunities and was useful for those who had the drive, 

skill and resources.
(ii) The Indian cities were densely populated, prosperous and crowded streets. The markets were bright and 

colourful dealing in a variety of goods.
(iii) Ibn Battuta mentioned Delhi as a vast city and heavily populated. Another big city was Daulatabad in 

Maharashtra which challenged Delhi in its size.
(iv) Markets were not only for trading but also for cultural and social activities. Most of the bazaars had a 

mosque and temple and also had a fixed public place for public performance by dancers, musicians and 
singers.

(v) Many towns derived their wealth through the appropriation of surplus from villages.
(vi) According to Ibn Battuta, Indian agriculture was very productive. The land was fertile and two crops were 

simultaneously cultivated by farmers.
(vii) The goods of India were in great demand in both West Asia and South-east Asia. So, artisans and merchants 

earned good money. Cotton and muslin clothes were in great demand.
(viii) He also noted that the subcontinent was well integrated with inter-Asian networks of trade and commerce.

 (1 × 8 = 8) 
(E) 

(i) Bernier condemned Mughal rulers, for he felt that one of the fundamental differences between Mughal 
India and Europe was the lack of private property of land in India. He firmly believed that the crown 
ownership of land is harmful to both state and its people. He believed that the Mughal emperor owned all 
the land and distributed among the nobles, which had disastrous result for the economy and society.   
 2

(ii) Abul Fazl described the land revenue as remunerations of sovereignty. But according to Bernier, the Mughal 
Emperor owned all the land and distributed it among his nobles.  1
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(iii) (a)  Bernier warned that if the European kings followed the Mughal model, their kingdoms would be 
very far from well cultivated and peopled.

(b) Bernier further warned that the European kings would soon be kings of deserts and solitudes, of 
beggars and barbarians.  2

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 6
(A) 

1. b. Vishnu                        1

2.  Shaikh Muinuddin Sijzi, Khwaja Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki, Shaikh Fariduddin Ganj-i-Shakar, Shaikh 
Nizamuddin Auliya, Shaikh Nasiruddin Chirag-i-Delhi. (any two) 1

3. Lord Jagannatha (extreme right) with his sister Subhadra (centre) and his brother Balarama (left).  1

4. The teachings of Shankardeva are known as Bhagavati Dharma and focussed on absolute surrender to the 
supreme deity, Vishnu.  1

5. c. (I)-(ii), (II)-(iv), (III)-(i), (IV)-(iii)  1

6. Siyar-ul-Auliya  1

7. Qaul  1

(B) 

(a) (ii) Jahangir  1

(b) (iii) Pilgrimage  1

(c) (i) Manohar 1

(d) (ii) Shaikhs    1

(C)  ‘Sufism evolved into a well-developed movement’. This can be understood by the following examples:

(i) By the eleventh century, Sufism evolved into a well-developed movement with a body of literature on 
Quranic studies and Sufi practices. Institutionally, the sufis began to organise communities around the 
Khanqah, controlled by a teaching master known as Shaikh or Pir.

(ii) He enrolled disciples and appointed successor. He also established rules for spiritual conduct.  

(D)  The 12th century saw the emergence of a new movement in Karnataka. It was led by a Brahmana named Basavanna 
(1106-68). He was initially a Jaina and a Minister in the Court of a Chalukya king. His followers were known as 
Virashaivas (heroes of Shiva) or Lingayats (wearers of the Linga). They continue to be an important community 
even today. They wore Linga in a silver case as a loop showing over the left shoulder and worship Shiva in the 
form of Linga. Those who were revered include the Jangama or wandering monks. They believed that at the time 
of death, the devotee will be united with Shiva and will not return to this world. They questioned the theory of 
rebirth. So, they do not practice funeral rules such as cremation recommended in the Dharmashastras, but bury 
their dead. The Lingayats challenged the idea of caste and the ‘’Pollution’’ attributed by Brahmanas. They also 
encouraged certain practices disapproved in the Dharmashastras like post-puberty marriage and the remarriage 
of widows. Information of the Virashaiva tradition was derived from the Vachanas composed in Kannada by 
women and men involved in the movement.  8

(E) 

(i) Basavanna was a Brahmana (1106-68), initially a Jaina and a Minister in the Court of a Chalukya king. 1

(ii) He was from Karnataka region and the cult that he started was known as Lingayats (Wearers of Linga) or 
Virashaivas (heroes of Lord Shiva). 2

(iii) Lingayats believed that after death, the devotee will be united with Shiva. So, they do not practice funeral 
rites like cremation, instead they bury their dead. They were against the caste system and approved 
postpuberty marriage and widow remarriage. 2
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SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 7
(A) 

1. i. God Virupaksha  1

2.  Colin Mackenzie. 1

3.  A gopuram 1

4.  (I)-(iii), (II)-(ii), (III)-(iv), (IV)-(i) 1

5.  1986 1

(B) 

(a) (iii) The Mahanavami Dibba 1

(b) (i) base 1

(c) (iii) Vijayanagara 1

(d) (i)  Navratri  1

(C)  Krishnadeva Raya (reigned 1509-29) was the most famous ruler of Vijayanagara. He belonged to the Tuluva 
Dynasty. Under his expansion and consolidation policies, he acquired the land between the Tungabhadra and 
Krishna rivers (Raichur Doab) in 1512. During his rule, the Gajapati rulers of Orissa were subdued and Sultan of 
Bijapur also had to face the defeat. 3

(D)  Abdur Razzaq, a Persian ambassador, was impressed by the fortification of Vijayanagara Empire and mentioned 
seven lines of forts.

(i) They encircled not the city but also the agricultural hinterland and forests.

(ii) The outermost wall linked the hills surrounding the city.

(iii) The massive mansion like construction was slightly tapered.

(iv) No mortar or cementing agent was employed anywhere in the construction.

(v) The stone blocks were wedge-shaped, which held them in place, and the inner portion of the walls was of 
earth packed with rubble. Square or rectangular bastions projected outwards.

(vi) Most significant was its enclosed agricultural tracts. These had been corroborated by archaeologists.

(vii) He noted that “between the first, second and the third walls there are cultivated fields, gardens and houses.”

(viii) There were large granaries within fortified areas.

(ix) Rulers protected the agricultural area.

(x) A second line of fortification went round the inner core of the Urban Complex, and a third line surrounded 
the Royal Centre, within which each set of major buildings was surrounded by walls.

(xi) The Fort entrance had well-guarded gates, which linked the city to the major roads.

(xii) Gateways were distinctive architectural features that defined the structures to which they regulated access.

(xiii) Architecture in the fortification reflected the Turkish influence.

(xiv) Roads connecting the city were identified by archaeologists.   (Any Eight)  ( 1 × 8= 8) 

(E) 

(i) The tank was constructed at the mouth of two hills. It was made by King Krishnadeva Raya.   
       2

(ii) The tank was helpful in irrigating the garden and the rice fields.   1

(iii) All the water which came from either one side or the other collected there and water got  collected from 15 
kilometres by pipes which ran along the lower parts of range outside. The water was brought from a lake 
which itself overflowed into a little river. 2
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(F) 

                                       2

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 8
(A) 

1. c.  perfect crop  1

2. He was the Headman of the Panchayat and was also called Mandal. He was generally elected by mutual 
consent. 1

3. A peasant and a hunter listening to a sufi singer 1

4. (I)-(ii), (II)-(iv), (III)-(i), (IV)-(iii) 1

5. Zamindars’ personal lands, called milkiyat, were cultivated for private use. 1

(B) 

(a) (ii)  Ain-i-Akbari  1

(b) (iv)  lemon   1

(c) (iv)  All of these 1

(d) (iii)  Majith 1

(C)  There was a constant expansion of agriculture during the Mughal period. The abundance of land, availability of 
labour and the mobility of peasants were three factors that accounted for the constant expansion of agriculture. 
Rice, wheat and millets were the most frequently cultivated crops. It depended on monsoons, but artificial 
systems of irrigation were also implemented. The state undertook the digging of new canals and repairs of old 
canals. Though agriculture was labour intensive, farmers used new technologies that harnessed animal power. 
Wooden plough with iron tip was used since it was light. There was also the use of drill, pulled by a pair of giant 
oxen to plant seeds, but broadcasting of seeds was widely followed. A wooden blade with a narrow iron blade 
was used for sowing and weeding. 3
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(D)  The Ain is made up of five books (daftars) of which the first three books mention about the administration. The 
first book called manzilabadi, tells about the imperial household and its maintenance. The second book, sipah-
abadi covers the military and civil administration and the establishment of servants. This book also includes 
notices and short biographical sketches of imperial officials (mansabdars), learned men, poets and artists. The 
third book, mulk-abadi, deals with the fiscal side of the Empire and provides rich quantitative information 
on revenue rates and following the accounts of twelve provinces. This part has statistical information, which 
also included topographic, geographic and the economic profile of all subas and their administrative and fiscal 
divisions, total measured area and assessed revenue. After completing the details at that suba level, the Ain goes 
on to give a complete picture of the Sarkars below the suba. The information is given in the form of tables which 
have eight columns giving the information on 1. Mahal, 2. Forts, 3. Measured area, 4. Revenue assessed in cash, 5. 
Grants of revenue in charity, 6. Zamindars. The mulk-abadi gives a fascinating, detailed and highly complex view 
of the agrarian society in northern India. The 4th and the 5th books deal with the religious, literary and cultural 
traditions of the people of India and also contain a collection of Akbar’s auspicious saying. Thus, Ain gives a 
detailed information about the administration of Akbar’s rule.  8

(E) 

(i) Akbar divided the land into four classes:

(a)  Polaj : It was annually cultivated, it grew crops in succession and was never left uncultivated and 
unploughed.

(b)  Parauti : It was sometimes left uncultivated so that it recovered its strength.

(c)  Chachar : It was left uncultivated for 3-4 years.

(d)  Banjar : It was land uncultivated for five years and more. 2

(ii) There were three classes among first two types of land: good, middle and bad. They added produce 
of each sort and the third of this represented the medium produce. One-third part of which was 
exacted as royal dues. 2

(iii) Contract system is the other way. Land to be given to contractor and fixed revenue taken fraction. 
Contractor in turn can cultivate the land himself or visitors can give the land for rent. 1

(F) 
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SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 9
 (A) 1. (c) Aghas 1
  2. Raja Bharmal Kachhwaha 1
  3. The mausoleum of Timur at Samarqand, 1404 1
  4. b. Both (A) and (R) are correct, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 1
  5. (I)-(iv), (II)-(iii), (III)-(ii), (IV)-(i) 1
  6. Jizya 1
  7. Gulbadan was the sister of Babur and aunt of Humayun. 1
 (B) (a) (i) Means of intellectual progress 1
  (b) (iii) Written 1
  (c) (iv) Arabic translation of Bhagvat Gita 1
  (d) (ii) Mahabharat 1
 (C) Many consider Jalal-ud-din Akbar as the greatest of all the Mughal Emperors as he not only expanded but also 

consolidated his Empire, making it the strongest and the richest kingdom of all time. He spread frontiers of his 
Empire till Hindu Kush mountains. The annexation of Malwa and Gujarat brought Akbar in clear contact with 
the Deccan where the states were in constant war with each other. Envoys were sent to Golconda, Bijapur and 
Ahmednagar to persuade the Sultans to accept the over lordship of Mughal Emperor. He stopped the expansionist 
plans of Safavids of Iran and Uzbeks of Turan (Central Asia). He then arranged Mughal administration in proper 
way. Tolerance and liberalism were two main features of the administration. Judicial system adopted by him was 
ideal. 3

 (D) The Role played by Women of the Imperial household : 
  (i) The Mughal household consisted of the Emperor’s wives and concubines, his relatives and female servants 

and slaves. 
  (ii) The term “harem” means a sacred place that was frequently used to refer to the domestic world of the 

Mughals. 
  (iii) Polygamy was practiced. 
  (iv) The gift of territory was often accompanied by the gift of a daughter in marriage. 
  (v) Hierarchical relationship between ruling groups continued. 
  (vi) A distinction was maintained between wives who came from Royal families (Begams), and other wives 

(Aghas) who were not of noble birth. 
  (vii) The begums, married after receiving huge amounts of cash and valuables as dowry (maher), naturally 

received a higher status and greater attention from their husbands than did Aghas. 
  (viii) The concubines (Aghacha or the lesser Agha) occupied the lowest position in the hierarchy. 
  (ix) They all received monthly allowances in cash, supplemented with gifts according to their status. 
  (x) The lineage-based family structure was not entirely static. 
  (xi) The Agha and the Aghacha could rise to the position of a begum depending on the husband’s will.   
  (xii) Love and motherhood played important roles in elevating status. 
  (xiii) Apart from wives, numerous male and female slaves populated the Mughal household. 
  (xiv) Slave Eunuchs (khwajasara) moved between the external and internal life of the household as guards, 

servants, and also as agents for women dabbling in commerce. 
  (xv) After Nur Jahan, Mughal Queens and Princesses began to control significant financial resources. 
  (xvi) Shah Jahan’s daughters Jahanara and Roshanara enjoyed an annual income often equal to that of high 

imperial Mansabdars. 
  (xvii)  Jahanara received revenues from the city of Surat. 
  (xviii)  Control over resources enabled important women of the Mughal household to commission buildings and 

gardens. 
  (xix) The Humayun-Nama was written by Gulbadan Begum on imperial household. 
  (xx) Gulbadan described in great detail the conflicts and tensions among the Prince and Kings and the important 

mediating role was played by elderly women of the family in resolving these conflicts. 
  (xxi) Jahanara designed the bazaar of Chandni Chowk, the throbbing centre of Shahjahanabad. 
  (xxii) Any other relevant point. (1 × 8 = 8) 
 (E) (i) Shahjahan 1
  (ii) Rathor / Sisodia / Kachhwaha / Hada / Gaur / Chauhan / Solanki (Any 4) 2
  (iii) Most of the Turani and Iranian nobles of political dominion had accompanied Humayun to India. Some other 

Turani and Iranian nobles later migrated to the Mughal court once the Mughal Empire flourished in India. 2
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SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 10
 (A) 1. (a) America 1
  2. 1773 1
  3. Maharaja Mehtab Chand 1
  4. c. (A) is correct, but (R) is not correct 1
  5. (I)-(i), (II)-(iii), (III)-(iv), (IV)-(ii) 1
  6. Paharias 1
  7. The British passed a Limitation Law in 1859, which stated that the loan bonds between moneylender and 

peasants would be valid for only three years. 1
 (B) (a) (iv) Cultivate some land and give the rest to under- ryot. 1
  (b) (iii) Both (i) and (ii) 1
  (c) (iv) rent 1
  (d) (iii) loan 1
 (C) The Paharias were the hill folk and lived around the Rajmahal hills at the late eighteenth century.
  (i) Their main activities were to collect forest produce and practice shifting cultivation.
  (ii) They cleared patches of forest by cutting bushes and burning the undergrowth. These patches were enriched 

by the potash from the ash.
  (iii) They grew variety of pulses and millets for their own consumption.
  (iv) They scratched the ground slightly with hoes and cultivated the cleared land for years. Then left it fallow to 

get its fertility and moved to new areas.
  (v) Their main forest produces were mahua (a flower) for food ,silk cocoons and resin for sale and wood for 

charcoal production.
  (vi) hey were hunters, shifting cultivators, food gatherers, charcoal producers, silkworm rearers and strongly 

connected to the forest. (1/2 × 6= 3)
 (D) According to Ricardian theory, a land owner should have a claim only to the average rent that prevailed at a given 

time. When the land yielded more than this ‘average rent’ the landowner had a surplus that the state needed to 
tax. If the tax was not levied, cultivators were likely to turn into rentiers and their surplus income was unlikely 
to be used productively for the land. Many British officials in India thought that the history of Bengal confirmed 
Ricardo’s theory. The Zamindars seemed to have turned into rentiers leasing out land and living on the rental 
incomes. It was, necessary to have a different system. The Revenue System that was introduced came to be 
known as Ryotwari Settlement where the revenue was directly settled with the Ryot unlike the Bengal system. 
The average income from different types of soil was estimated, the revenue paying capacity of the Ryot was 
determined and then a proportion was fixed as the share of the state. The land was resurveyed every 30 years 
and the revenue rates increased. Therefore, the revenue demand was no longer permanent. 8

 (E) (i) Since the Ryots were more in number, they took control over moneylenders by the representation of larger 
numbers. They used to demand the moneylenders to surrender the bonds and threatened them of assault 
and plunder. 1

  (ii) The Ryots had their spies stationed at the outskirts of village who would inform the Ryots of arrival of any 
British officials. In case the officials were approaching the place where the agitation against moneylenders 
was taking place, the spies would inform them beforehand and the Ryots would disperse before the officials 
arrival. 2

  (iii) Ryots resorted to robbing the moneylenders because they were under extreme pressure of paying the rent, 
even though the price of cotton was very low. Since, they were not paying the dues, the moneylenders 
refused to give them further loans and even if they gave, moneylenders charged high interest rates and 
resorted to fraudulent practices. 2

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 11 
 (A) 1. (c) Bahadur Shah 1
  2. In Memoriam 1
  3. Rani Lakshmi Bai 1
  4. Gonno 1
  5. Under Lord William Bentinck, the British government introduced western education and western institutions.

 1
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 (B) (a) (iv) Awadh 1
  (b) (ii) Raja of Kalakankar 1
  (c) (ii) Peasants 1
  (d) (i) Lucknow 1
 (C) The British had long cherished to occupy and control Awadh. In 1857, Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-General of 

India, had described the kingdom of Awadh as “A cherry that will drop into our mouth one day”. However, the 
British were able to annex Awadh to the British Empire in 1856. The first step towards the acquisition of Awadh 
was the imposition of the Subsidiary Alliance in 1801. 

  It stipulated the following conditions on the Nawab:
  (i) Nawab will have to disband his military force and permit the British to send and station their troops within 

the kingdom.
  (ii) He will act in accordance with the advice of the British Resident and will enter into agreements with other 

rulers or engage in warfare only with the permission of the British. 
  In other words, the Nawab had lost his independence and had become dependent on the British to maintain law 

and order within the kingdom. He had also lost his control over the rebellious chiefs and taluqdars. 3
 (D) (a) Art and literature, as much as the writing of history, helped us in keeping the memory of the Revolt of 1857 

alive. The leaders of the revolt, were pictured as heroic figures leading the country into battle, rousing the 
people to emotions against the British Rule. Heroic poems were written about the Queen and Rani of Jhansi 
was represented as a masculine figure chasing her enemies, slaying the British soldiers and valiantly fighting 
till her last breathe. The events of 1857 were remembered as the First War of Independence in which all 
sections of people joined together to fight against the British. Nationalist collection of images of the revolt 
helped shape the nationalist imagination. 4

  (b) There are many official records about the Revolt of 1857. Colonial administration and military men left their 
versions in letters and diaries, autobiographies and official histories. We can gauge the official mindset and 
the changing British attitude through a number of memos and notes, assessments of situation and reports 
that were produced. Many of these had been collected as a group of mutiny records and these tell us about 
the fears and anxieties of officials and their perception of the rebels. The stories of the revolts that were 
published in British newspapers and magazines narrated the violence of the mutineers in detail and these 
stories inflamed the public feelings provoking demands of revenge and retribution. 4

 (E) (i) He was known as Danka Shah – the maulvi with the drum. 1
  (ii) He was elected by the mutinous 22nd Native Infantry as their leader. He fought in the famous Battle of 

Chinhat in which the British forces under Henry Lawrence were defeated. He came to be known for his 
courage and power. 2

  (iii) Many people believed that he was invincible, had magical powers, and could not be killed by the British. It 
was this belief that partly formed the basis of his authority. 2

(F) 
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SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 12 
 (A) 1. (a) Bombay 1
  2. Kotwal of Delhi  1
  3. Trams on a road in Calcutta 1
  4. c. (IV), (I), (III), (II) 1
  5. Delhi, Lahore and Agra were the centres of power and administration during the 16th-17th centuries. 1
  6. 1639, 1690
  7. Capital / Order / Organisational System
 (B) (a) (i) St. George 1
  (b) (ii) fishing 1
  (c) (i) 1639 1
  (d) (iii) Indians 1
 (C) By the middle of 18th century, there was a new phase of change. Commercial towns like Surat, Masulipatnam and 

Dhaka, which were growing in the 17th century, declined with the shift of trade to other places. After the Battle of 
Plassey in 1757, the British gradually acquired political control and the trade of the English East India Company 
expanded. Colonial port cities like Madras, Calcutta and Bombay emerged as new economic capitals. These cities 
also emerged as the centres of the Colonial Administration and Political Power. New institutions and buildings 
were developed. Urbanisation developed and new occupations were created and people moved towards these 
colonial cities. By 1800, these three cities were the biggest cities in India from the population point of view. 3

 (D) For Public buildings, three architectural styles were used by the British in India:
  (a) The Neo- Classical style – The Neo- classical or the new classical style had several features. It comprised 

constructions of geometrical structures fronted with raised pillars. This style was adopted from the buildings 
of Ancient Rome. The British wanted to display Grandeur of Imperial Rome. This architectural style was 
found suitable for tropical weather of India. The Town Hall in Bombay was built in this style.

  (b) The New-Gothic style – The building constructed in the Neo- Gothic architectural style had high-pitched 
roofs, pointed arches and extensive decoration. This style was adopted in the construction of the churches 
in northern Europe during the medieval period. It was again revived in England in mid 19th century. It was 
the time when the Bombay Government was building important government buildings like the Secretariat, 
the High Court and the University of Bombay. Few Indians also gave money for construction. For example, 
Sir Cowasjee Jahangir donated to build the University Hall. He was a rich Parsi Merchant. In the same way, 
Premchand Roychand funded the making of the University Library Clock Tower. This tower was named after 
his mother as Rajabai Tower. Indian Merchants also liked the Neo- Gothic style because they believed that 
the building styles of British were also progressive, like their ideas and it would help convert Bombay into a 
modern city. The most spectacular example of the Neo- Gothic Style is the Victoria Terminus, the station and 
headquarters of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway Company.

  (c) Indo- Saracenic style – A new hybrid architectural style was developed in the beginning of the 20th century, 
which was a mixture of the indo European style. This style was given the name of Indo- Saracenic style. The 
word ‘Indo’ was a short form of ‘Hindu’ and the word ‘Saracen’ was used by Europeans to designate Muslims. 
This style was inspired by the medieval-age buildings in India with their domes, chhatris, jalis, arches, etc. 
By integrating Indian Style with European style, British wanted to express that they are the legitimate and 
natural rulers of India. In 1911, the Gateway of India was built to welcome King George V and Queen Mary 
to India. It is the most famous example of the traditional Gujarati style. The famous Industrialist Jamsedji Tata 
built the hotel Taj Mahal in a similar style.  8

 (E) (i) Mirza Galib and his description:
  (a) Mirza Galib was a famous poet.
  (b) He described what the people of Delhi did when the British forces occupied the city in 1857.
  (c) The British over ran the city in all directions.
  (d) Every road in the city from the Kashmiri gate to Chandni Chowk was a battle field.
  (e) The rebels held three gates the Ajmeri , the Turcoman and the Delhi.
  (f) It was the naked spectacles of hatred. 2
  (ii) Reasons of British attack on Delhi - (i) Rebels recognized the symbolic value of Delhi. (ii) To establish the 

British control over the rebels. (iii) To uproot the parallel govt. setup by the rebels. (iv) To suppress the revolt 
of 1857. 2

  (iii) The people escaped from Delhi and took their shelter: (i) They took to precipitate flight through these 
three gates. (ii) They took shelter in little villages outside the city. (iii) They took shelter in shrines outside 
the city. (1/2 + 1/2 =1)
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SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 13
 (A) 1. b. Quit India Movement 1

  2. Khilafat Movement 1

  3. Mahatma Gandhi, in Johannesburg, South Africa 1

  4. Chauri- Chaura 1

  5. (I)-(ii), (II)-(iii), (III)-(i), (IV)-(iv) 1

 (B) (a) (ii) Non- Cooperation Movement 1

  (b) (i) Collecting foreign cloth to burn in bonfire 1

  (c) (ii) February 1922 1

  (d) (iii) Mahatma Gandhi 1

 (C) Second Round Table Conference was held in London in the latter part of 1931. Here, Gandhiji represented the 
Congress. However, his claim that his party represented all India came under challenge from three parties :

  (a) From the Muslim League, which claimed to stand for the interests of the Muslim.

  (b) Minority: From the princes, who claimed that the Congress had no stake in their territories

  (c) From the brilliant lawyer and thinker B. R. Ambedkar, who argued that Gandhiji and the Congress did not 
really represent the lowest castes. The Conference was inconclusive and Gandhiji returned and continued his 
Civil Disobedience Movement. 3

 (D) Gandhiji gave a new outlook and realistic touch to the Indian National Movement. Under his strong leadership, 
it was a movement of the people, who were able to associate themselves with him the rich and poor, the 
professionals and the farmers. His movement brought in thousands of peasants, workers, artisans, women 
and farmers and working class. He identified himself with the common man and he dressed like them, lived 
like them and spoke their language. He was simple and dressed in simple dhoti or loincloth. Gandhi, with the 
charkha, had become the most acceptable image of the Indian National Movement. By the act of spinning, he 
broke the boundaries that existed in the Indian caste system. Students, women and workers were all drawn 
towards Gandhi and participated in the movement in large numbers. Students boycotted schools and colleges 
run by the government, lawyers did not attend court. Gandhiji firmly believed in the Hindu-Muslim unity and 
joined the Non- Cooperation movement with Khilafat Movement. He firmly believed that if both joined they can 
collectively bring an end to the colonial rule. Gandhi’s biographer Louis Fischer wrote that the Non- Cooperation 
Movement became an epoch in the life of India and Gandhiji. Non- Cooperation movement was negative enough 
to be peaceful and positive enough to be effective. It was a training for self-rule. Gandhiji felt that for Swaraj, 
Hindus, Muslims, Parsis and Sikhs will have to unite. 8

 (E) (i) Gandhiji was apprehensive that he might not be allowed to reach Dandi. Government might perhaps let the 
party come to Dandi, but not Gandhi. He will be arrested on the way. 1

  (ii) Government displayed patience and forbearance and allowed Gandhi to reach Dandi. That is why Gandhi 
said that the Government reserved to be congratulated on not arresting, even if it desisted only from fear of 
world opinion. 2

  (iii) It brought Gandhi into limelight and attracted the world’s attention. In this movement women also 
participated. It forced the British to think that their British Raj will not continue further. Gandhi mobilised a 
wider discontent against British rule. The whole nation was aroused. 2
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 (F) 

 2

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 14 
 (A) 1. b. 1940 1
  2. Thao Khalsa is a Sikh village in Rawalpindi district of present-day Pakistan. At the time of partition, in this Sikh 

village, 90 women are said to have voluntarily jumped into a well rather than to fall prey to enemy hands. 1
  3. A massive refugee camp at Purana Qila, Delhi in 1947. 1
  4. b. Both (A) and (R) are correct, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 1
  5. The Muslim League failed to win a single seat in 1937 provincial legislature elections. 1
  6. Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 1
  7. Mahatma Gandhi at the time of partition of India 1
 (B) (a) (iii) Partition of India 1
  (b) (i) East Pakistan 1
  (c) (ii) 15 million 1
  (d) (i) Communalism 1
 (C) The partition of 1947 left a bitter taste for the Hindu Muslim communities. Indian partition is viewed as an 

extremely significant because of the following reasons:
  (i) This partition took place on the name of communities or religions. History has not witnessed such type of partition.
  (ii) First time in history, people of two countries moved across. Most of the Muslims of India crossed over to 

Pakistan and almost all Hindus and Sikhs came to India from Pakistan.
  (iii) Innumerable people were separated from their families and a lot many were killed .
  (iv) People were rendered homeless, having suddenly lost all of their immovable and movable assets.
   (Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)
 (D) Oral history helps us to grasp experiences and memories in detail. It enables scholars to write richly textured, 

vivid accounts of what happened to people during the partition. It is not possible to get such information from 
government documents. They tell us less about the government decisions on the day-to-day experiences of those 
who were affected by the partition. Oral history also allows historians to broaden the boundaries of their discipline 
by rescuing from oblivion the experiences of the poor and the weak. Still, many historians still remain sceptical 
of oral history. They dismiss it because oral data seems to lack concreteness and the chronology they yield may 
be imprecise. Historians argue that the uniqueness of personal experience makes generalisation difficult, and one 
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witness worth nothing. They also think oral accounts are concerned with tangential issues. The small individual 
experiences which remain in memory are irrelevant to the unfolding of larger processes of history.

  The four sources from which the history of partition has been constructed:
  (i) Diaries: These help us to grasp experiences and memories in detail. It enables scholars to write rich textured 

and vivid accounts of what happened to people during the partition. It is not possible to get such information 
from government. They deal with policy and other state sponsored schemes. In case of partition, government 
reports and files as well as the personal writings of high level functionaries throw ample light on negotiations 
between the British and the major political parties.

  (ii) Memories and experiences: People, in large numbers, view partition in terms of suffering and challenges of 
the times. For them, it meant the changes that happened during the partition, emotional, psychological and 
social changes.

  (iii) Oral narration: Oral history also allows historians to broaden the boundaries of their discipline by rescuing 
from oblivion the experiences of the poor and the powerless. The oral history of partition has succeeded 
in exploring the experiences of women and men, that have been ignored, mentioned only in passing, the 
mainstream history.

  (iv) Family histories: The agonies faced by the families tell us the suffering and trauma during the partition. First 
hand, written accounts are also important sources to understand the experience of those who lived through 
the difficult times. (4 + 4 = 8)

 (E) (i) Gandhiji wished that the day would come when the Hindus and the Muslims would do nothing without 
mutual consultation. He was regularly questioned as what he can do to hasten the coming of the day. 1

  (ii) Gandhiji, was firmly convinced that the demand put by the Muslim League is un- Islamic and sinful. Islam 
stands for the unity and brotherhood of mankind, not for disrupting the oneness of the humanity. 2

  (iii) Gandhiji knew that his voice was the voice in wilderness because there was anger between the two 
communities and people were killing one another for religion. The country was facing communal riots all 
over. The Muslim League had decided for a separate Pakistan and many did not accept the Gandhi’s Idea. 
The partition was inevitable. 2

SOLUTIONS OF SAP- 15
 (A) 1. (c) B. N. Rau 1
  2. In 8 out of 11 provinces. 1
  3. Members of the Interim Government of India in 1947. 1
  4. d. (iv), (i), (iii), (ii) 1
  5. The famous speech of Jawaharlal Nehru on the midnight of August 14-15, 1947 is known as ‘Tryst with 

Destiny’. 1
  6. separate electorate 1
  7. R. V. Dhulekar while addressing the Constituent assembly and making a plea for Hindi to be used as language 

of Constitution making. 1
 (B) (a) (iii) Blend of Hindi and Urdu 1
  (b) (iii) 15 years 1
  (c) (i) official language 1
  (d) (i) Mahatma Gandhi 1
 (C) N. G. Ranga described the minorities as the masses of the country who are still depressed. The people who lived 

in the tribal areas have no elementary education. Their lands are snatched away by the land owners or by the 
moneylenders. They are poor, downtrodden and are oppressed. 3

 (D) The language issue was intensely debated in the Constituent Assembly. R.V. Dhulekar, Shrimati G. Durgabai, Shri 
Shankarrao Deo and T.A. Ramalingam Chettiar were prominent members of the Constituent Assembly who gave 
their remarkable views on language.

  R.V. Dhulekar, a Congressman from the United Provinces, made a strong plea that Hindi must be used as the 
language of constitution making. He stated! “People who are present in this house to fashion a constitution for 
India and do not know Hindustani are not worthy to be member of this Assembly. They better leave”. Many 
members of the Assembly became agitated and the controversy regarding language continued over the next three 
years.

  After three years, the Language Committee of the Constituent Assembly had produced its report. The committee 
tried to give a compromise formula to resolve the dead lock between those who advocated Hindi as the national 
language and those who opposed it. The committee suggested Hindi in the Devanagari script would be the 
official language along with English. But this solution could not satisfy members like Dhulekar who wanted to 
see Hindi as the national language of India.



SELF-ASSESSMENT PAPER (SOLUTION) [  19

  Shrimati G. Durgabai from Madras expressed her worry that this controversy made the non-Hindi speaking 
people to think that other powerful languages of India would be neglected and it was an obstacle for the composite 
culture of our nation. She informed the House that the opposition in the South against Hindi was very strong. 
She said “The opponents feel perhaps justly that this propaganda for Hindi cuts at the very root of the provincial 
languages”.

  She along with many others had obeyed the call of Mahatma Gandhi and carried on Hindi propaganda in the 
South. She accepted Hindustani as the language of the people. But its character was changed as it took many 
Urdu words and regional vocabulary. Durgabai believed this composite character of Hindustani was bound to 
create anxieties and fears among different language groups.

  Shri Shankarrao Deo, a member from Bombay, a Congressman and a follower of Mahatma Gandhi accepted 
Hindustani as a language of the nation. But he warned “If you want my whole-hearted support (for Hindi) you 
must not do now any thing which may arise my suspicions and which will strengthen my fears”.

  T. A. Ramalingam Chettiar from Madras suggested that whatever was done had to be done with caution. Because 
the cause of Hindi would not be helped if it was pushed too aggressively. There would be fear and bitter feelings 
among people if Hindi was applied forcefully, although the people might be unjustified. So he believed that to 
form a united nation “there should be mutual adjustment and no question of forcing things on people.”In this 
way different members of the Constituent Assembly expressed their views regarding the controversy. 8

 (E) (i) N.G. Ranga had drawn attention on minorities in economic terms who were poor and downtrodden. He felt 
that these people were so depressed and suppressed that they were not able to take advantage of their civil 
rights even. The tribal people were considered real minorities, so, they needed protection and assurances. 2

  (ii) The ordinary villagers had problems with the merchants and moneylenders who took away their lands. 
The merchants were able to turn the tribal people into veritable slaves and compelled them to sign various 
kinds of bonds, made them hereditary bond–slaves. The zamindars, malguzars and others exploited these 
minorities and they had no elementary educational facilities. 2

  (iii) Protection and assurance were needed for the real minorities. Minorities needed elementary education, legal 
protection, granting them special rights over their lands and by giving them advantage of civil rights. 1

qqq


