
Self Assessment Test-1
SOLUTIONS

 Ans. 1.  
 (a) (i) United States and the Soviet Union
 (b) October Crisis of 1962.
 (c) (iii) Britain, France, West Germany
 (d) 1949
 (e) (iv) Provide the developed countries with a greater role in international economic institutions.
 (f) According to Nehru, non-alignment was not a policy of ‘fleeing away.’
Ans. 2.  
 (a) The strength of the non-aligned countries as mediators between the superpowers was based on their unity and 

their resolve to remain non-aligned despite the attempts by the two superpowers to bring them into alliances. 
 (b) Following are the two major military features of the Cold War: 
 (i) There were two rival blocs led by two superpowers. 
 (ii) Superpowers understood the risk of fighting wars i.e. massive destruction of life and property, etc. 
 (iii) Cold War triggered the arms race between nations. 
 Ans. 3. The two founders of the Non-Alignment Movement were: 
 (i) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru of India 
 (ii) Josep Broz Tito of Yugoslavia  
  The first Non-aligned Summit was held in Belgrade in 1961. The first NAM Summit was the culmination of 

following three factors: 
 (a) Increasing Cold War tension and it’s widening areas. 
 (b) Many new decolonised African countries became the members of NAM. 
 (c) Co-operation among five countries.
 Ans. 4.  (i) Two atom bombs were dropped by the USA on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the year 

1945. 
 (ii) It was criticised that the USA knew that Japan was about to surrender and that it was unnecessary to drop the 

atom bombs. 
 (iii) The US supporters have argued that dropping of the atomic bombs were necessary to end the war quickly and 

to stop further loss of American and Allied lives. 
 (iv) The USA and the USSR emerged as two new powers after the Second World War. 
 Ans. 5. Cuban Missile Crisis: 
 (i) The USSR was worried that the USA would invade communist-ruled Cuba and overthrow Fidel Castro, 

President of Cuba. 
 (ii) Nikita Khrushchev, the leader of the Soviet Union decided to convert Cuba into a Russian base by placing 

nuclear missiles. 
 (iii) After three weeks, the US became aware of the placement of missiles. This was a security threat for the USA. 
 (iv) The US President John F. Kennedy and his advisors were reluctant to do anything that might lead to a full-scale 

nuclear war with the USSR but wanted the removal of missiles and nuclear weapons from Cuba. 
 (v) The US President ordered American warships to intercept any Soviet ships heading to Cuba. 
 (vi) A Clash seemed imminent and is known as the Cuban missile crisis. 
 (vii) Eventually, both sides decided to avoid war the Soviet ships slowed down and turned back.
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Self Assessment Test-2
Ans. 1. 
 (a) (ii) Socialism   
 (b) 1990
 (c) Ruble declined.
 (d) In Russia, two republics, Chechnya and Dagestan, have had violent secessionist movements.
Ans. 2.
 (a) On 19th March 2003, the US launched its invasion of Iraq under the codename ‘Operation Iraqi Freedom’. More 

than 40 other countries joined in the US coalition of the willing after the UN refused to give its mandate to the 
invasion. They did not support the invasion.

 (b) Two reasons for the disintegration of the USSR were: 
   (i) Internal weaknesses of the Soviet political and economic Institutions. 
  (ii) Economic stagnation leading to consumer shortages.
 (c) The following three features distinguish the Soviet economy from that of a capitalist country like the US: 
   (i) The economy was based on the ideals of socialism. 
  (ii) There was no place for the institution of private property under the Soviet economy.
Ans. 3.
 (a) Limitations of USSR that led to its disintegration-
  (i) The Political limitations of Soviet Union 

 (ii) The Soviet System became very bureaucratic and authoritarian making life very difficult or its citizens. 
Lack of democracy and the absence of freedom of speech hushed people who often expressed their 
dissent in jokes and cartoons. 

 (iii) Most of the institutions of the Soviet state needed reform: the one-party system represented by the 
communist party of the Soviet Union had tight control overall institutions and was unaccountable to the 
people. The party refused to recognise the urge of people in the fifteen different republics that formed 
the Soviet Union to manage their own affairs including their cultural affairs. 

 (iv) Although on paper Russia was only one of the fifteen republics that together constituted the USSR, in 
reality, Russia dominated everything and people from other regions felt neglected and often suppressed. 

  (b) The Economic limitations of Soviet Union 
 (i) In the arms race, the Soviet Union managed to match the US from time to time but at great cost. The 

Soviet Union lagged behind the West in technology, infrastructure (e.g. transport, power) and most 
importantly in fulfilling the political or economic aspirations of the citizens. 

 (ii) The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 weakened the system even further. Through wages continued 
to grow, productivity and technology fell considerably behind that of the West. This led to shortages in 
all consumer goods. Food imports increased every year. The Soviet economy was faltering in the late 
1970s and became stagnant.

Ans. 4.
  (i) The wall was build in Berlin (Germany) in 1961.
  (ii) The Berlin Wall was a guarded concrete barrier that physically and ideologically divided Berlin from East Germany.
  (iii) It symbolized the deep political divisions that split Europe between the so-called capitalist West and the 

Communist East.
  (iv) The wall was broken by the people who wanted to unite Germany.
Ans. 5.
 (a) Following are the factors which forced Gorbachev to initiate reforms in Soviet Union.
	 	•	 The standards of technologies were extremely low in USSR. Gorbachev was very well aware of this fact, 

hence he thought to bring reform in it.
	 	•	 Gorbachev wanted to make USSR as efficient as West in all the spheres. Democratisation was one of these 

spheres which he brought under reform.
	 	•	 He was of a bit liberal ideology. He wanted to establish friendly relations with the countries of West.
	 	•	 He wanted to get rid of the stagnation in the administrative system of USSR. This he tried by projecting 

democracy to a certain extent.
	 	•	 The social, economic, and political systems were stagnant according to him. Moreover, he was very well 

aware of the declining, or almost declined, economy of Soviet Union. 
	 	•	 Foreign policy complications aided by the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 compelled 

Gorbachev to reinvigorate the Soviet command economy to usher in the era of economic prosperity.
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Ans. 1. 

 (a) (iv) All of the above

 (b) ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), which was established in 1994, is the organisation that carries out coordination of 
security and foreign policy.

 (c) Pranab Mukherjee

 (d) (a) 1962

 (e) (iii) 1971.

Ans. 2.

 (a) America extended a huge financial support for the countries of Europe after the cold war. This was called Marshall 
Plan.

 (b) The major objectives are: 

  (i) To create self-reliance among the countries of South Asia. 

  (ii) To make strong cooperation among themselves in international forum in matters of common interest.

 (c) The European Union plays important role in diplomacy, the promotion of human rights, trade, development and 
humanitarian aid and working with multilateral organizations.

 (d) The major objectives are:

   (i) To create self-reliance among the countries of South Asia.

  (ii) To make strong cooperation among themselves in international forum in matters of common interest.

 (e) The European Union looks like a nation state as they have its own flag, anthem, founding date and currency.

Ans. 3.  China emerged as the third alternative to world power since its economic reforms of 1978 as China has been the 
fastest growing economy since the reforms first began there-

  (i)  China is projected to overtake the US as the world’s largest economy by 2040.

  (ii)  Its economic integration into the region makes it drive of East Asian growth.

  (ii) Its strength of economy are population, landmass, resources, regional location, political influence, added to  
 its power.

Ans. 4.

  The role of SAARC :

   (i) SAARC is a major regional initiative by the South Asian states to evolve co-operation through multilateral 
means. 

  (ii)  Unfortunately, because of the persisting political differences, SAARC has not had much success. 
  (iii) SAARC members have signed the South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA), which promised the formation 

of a free trade zone for the whole of South Asia. 
  Limitations: 
  (i)  SAFTA can usher in a chapter of peace and co-operation, but some of our neighbours fear this a way for India 

to invade their markets and interfere in their politics through commercial ventures. 
  (ii) Also, another limitation is that some people in India think that SAFTA is not worth as we have bilateral 

agreements with Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 
  (iii) One great limitation is the rather strained relationship between India and Pakistan.
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Ans. 1. 

  (a) (i)   Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka

  (b) Several factors have contributed to Pakistan’s failure in building a stable democracy.

  (c) From 1983 onwards, the militant organization, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has been fighting 
an armed struggle with the army of Sri Lanka and demanding ‘Tamil Eelam’ or a separate country for the 
Tamils of Sri Lanka

  (d) Chittagong Hill Tracts.

  (e) After testing nuclear explosion, India and Pakistan seem to have built a military relationship which the 
possibility of a direct and full-scale war was declined.

 Ans. 2. The reasons that led to National Jubilation in India after the 1971 war with Pakistan were:

  (a) Soon after 1971 elections, a major crisis broke out in East Pakistan resulting in the formation of Bangladesh. 
This crisis was followed by Indo-Pak War of 1971. India had a decisive victory in that War and Pakistani forces 
were forced to surrender in front of Indian forces. 

  (b) With the independence of Bangladesh, India was seen as a superpower of South Asia which can interfere in 
the affairs of smaller countries of the region.

Ans. 3. 

  (a) According to the group Sri Lanka was only for Sinhala people and not for Tamils.

  (b) Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

  (c) Direct involvement was in the year 1987. India conceded to send troops to Sri Lanka for the preservation of 
relations between Tamils and Sri Lanka Government. 

 Ans. 4.

   The division of British India into the two separate states of India and Pakistan on August 14-15, 1947 – was the 
“last-minute” mechanism by which the British were able to secure agreement over how independence would take 
place. At around 25% of its population, Muslims were British India’s largest religious minority. Under imperial 
rule, they had grown accustomed to having their minority status protected by a system of reserved legislative 
seats and separate electorates. After the World War Two, Attlee’s Labor government in London recognized that 
Britain’s devastated economy could not cope with the cost of the over-extended empire. By March 1947, a new 
viceroy, Lord Louis Mountbatten, arrived in Delhi with a mandate to find a speedy way of bringing the British Raj 
to an end. Partition triggered riots, mass casualties, and a colossal wave of migration. Millions of people moved to 
what they hoped would be safer territory, with Muslims heading towards Pakistan, and Hindus and Sikhs in the 
direction of India. Estimates of the death toll post-Partition range from 200,000 to two million. Women were often 
targeted as symbols of community honor, with up to 100,000 raped or abducted. Both states subsequently faced 
huge problems accommodating and rehabilitating post-Partition refugees, whose numbers swelled when the two 
states went to war over the disputed territory of Jammu and Kashmir in 1947-8. Later bouts of communal tension 
generated further movement, with a trickle of people still migrating as late as the 1960s.

 Ans. 5.

  (a) The cartoon represents the dual role of Pakistan’s Pervez Musharraf as the President and as Army General.

  (b) These equations speaks about dominance of one person as a Militarily General more rather than only President.

  (c)  This statement shows that Musharraf wants to command the nation’s military and administration to strengthen 

          his power because president’s survival is not easy without military support.
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Ans. 1. 
 (a) By 2011, the UN had 193 member states.
 (b) Non-permanent
 (c) Amnesty International is an NGO for the protection of human rights all over the world.
  Its objectives are: 
   (i) To promote respect for all human rights in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
  (ii) To prepare and publish reports on human rights.
 (d) (iv) eighth
 (e) The main privileges of the five permanent members are permanency and the veto power.
Ans. 2.
 (a) United Nations is generally regarded as the most important international organization in today’s world. In the 

eyes of many people all over the world, UN is indispensable and represents the great hope of humanity for peace 
and progress.

 (b) Following are the principal organs of the United Nations: 
    (i) Security Council 
   (ii) General Assembly 
  (iii) Economic and Social Council 
  (iv) International Court of Justice 
   (v)  Secretariat 
  (vi) Trusteeship Council
 (c) UN’s main objectives purposes: 
  (i)  Maintaining worldwide peace and security. 
  (ii)  Developing relations among nations. 
    OR
  Fostering cooperation between nations in order to solve economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian international 

problems. 
 Ans. 3. Veto Power :  In taking decisions, the Security Council proceeds by voting. All members have one vote. However, 

the permanent members can vote in a negative manner so that even if all the permanent and non-permanent 
members vote for a particular decision, any permanent member’s negative vote can stall the decision. The 
negative vote is Veto Power. 

  Countries that enjoy Veto Power are: 
  (i) The USA   (ii) The UK  (iii) Russia (iv) France  (v) China
Ans. 4. The US power cannot be easily checked. With the disappearance of the Soviet Union, the US stands as the 

only superpower and its military and economic power allows it to ignore the UN or any other international 
organization. As the single largest contributor to the UN, the US has unmatched financial power. The fact that the 
UN is physically located within the US territory gives Washington additional sources of influence.

Ans. 5. Composition of the UN Security Council. The Security Council is an important organ of the United Nations 
Organization (UNO).

  It consists of five permanent members (China, United States of America, United Kingdom, Russia and France) and 
ten non-permanent members who are elected for a period of two years).

  The selection of the permanent members were on the basis of their being powerful immediately after the Second 
World War and they being the victors in the war.

  There is the major difference in the privileges given to the permanent and non-permanent members.
  Privileges to Its Permanent and Non-Permanent Members The UN Charter gave the permanent members a 

privileged position to bring about stability in the world. After the Second World War the main privileges enjoyed 
by the permanent members are Permanency and Veto power.

  The non-permanent members are elected only for two years at a time and cannot be re-elected immediately after 
completing two years. They are elected in a manner so that they represent all continents of the world.

  The non-permanent members do not have the veto power. When decisions are taken by security council, voting 
is done. All members have one vote. But the permanent members can vote in a negative manner so that even if all 
other permanent and non-permanent members vote for a particular decision, any permanent member’s negative 
vote can stall the decision. This negative vote is the veto.
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Ans. 1. 

 (a) (i) Human development Report.

 (b) Global security means international cooperation to combat various international issues. The idea of global security 
emerged in the 1990s in response to threats like global warming, terrorism, AIDS, etc.

 (c) Terrorist groups seek to change a political context or condition that they do not like by force or threat of force.

 (d) individuals

Ans. 2.

 (a) Terrorism is non-traditional threat to security.

  (i)  Non-traditional notions of security go beyond military threats to include a wide range of threats and dangers 

   affecting the conditions of the human existence. 

  (ii) Proponents of non-traditional threat to security say that not just the state but also individuals or communities 

   or indeed all of humankind come under security.

 (b) (i)  The most immediate and measurable impact of terrorism is physical destruction. Terrorists destroy existing 

   factories, machines, transportation systems, workers, and other economic resources.

  (ii) Closing down of borders due to terrorism to trade and immigrant workers reduces the size and diversity of 

   economic transactions and limits productive resources.

 (c) The main reason that led to the emergence of the idea of Global security was the emergence of global threats like 
global warming, international terrorism and health epidemics.

Ans. 3.

  (a) Terrorism refers to political violence done indiscriminately and targets innocent civilians. 

  (b) It takes place because some people want to change the political context by violence or threat of violence. 

  (c) Certain groups, unhappy with the current political context engage in these activities which lead to loss of 

   lives and cause trauma. 

  (d) After 9/11, countries have joined together in an initiative to condemn terrorism in all forms and create a 

   terrorist-free world. 

  (e) Examples of terrorism: Hijacking of planes, bombs in cafes, public places, railway stations, massive killing, etc.

Ans. 4.  The role of SAARC :

   (a) The big powers try to subdue the new countries which claim nuclear status. They consider these new 
countries as a potential threat to their nuclear authority as well as a potential threat to the security. 

  (b) India has gained nuclear status but has been using the nuclear energy in generation of electricity and other 
useful purposes. On this basis, it can be claimed that some countries can be trusted with nuclear weapons 
while others can’t. 

  (c)  The United States of America (USA) and Russia.

Ans. 5.

  The given notion of security comes under the nontraditional notions of security. Non-traditional notions of 
security go beyond military threats to include a wide range of threats and dangers affecting the conditions 
of human existence. I agree with the statement that environmental degradation is causing a serious threat to 
security. Global warming is a dangerous environmental degradation. Global warming can cause a rise in sea 
level of 1.5–2.0 meters. This rise in sea level can submerge 20 per cent of Bangladesh, inundate most of the 
Maldives and threaten nearly half the population of Thailand. This rise in sea level can pose serious threat to 
human security. Environmental degradation is also responsible for aggravating diseases in people. Air pollution 
is causing rise in cases of asthma. Even young people are prone to many kinds of diseases which are related to 
environmental degradation. Water pollution is an another example of environment degradation. It also has an 
adverse effect on the life of the people. Many water borne diseases are posing threats to people. So it is beyond 
any doubt that rapid environmental degradation is causing a serious threat to security.
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Ans. 1. 

 (a) UNFCCC provides that the parties should actto protect the climate system on the basis of equity and in accordance 
with the common but differentiated responsibilities.

 (b) India signed and ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 2002 and was compelled to meet the requirements of the Kyoto 
Protocol because the emission of greenhouse gases in India was significant.

 (c) Global commons refer to the areas or regions which require common governance by international community on 
major problems of ecological issues.

 (d) UNEP stands for the United Nations Environment Programme. It holds international conferences to promote 
coordination to effective response to environmental problems.

 (e) India

Ans. 2.

 (a) The parties to the Protocol agreed that the largest share of global emissions of greenhouse gases has originated 
in developed countries. It was acknowledged that per capita emission of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide 
was still relatively low in developing countries. Therefore, developing countries such as India and China were 
exempted from the requirements of the Kyoto Protocol.

 (b) The Earth Summit drew attention of globalpolitics towards environmental issues because it produced conventions 
to deal with climate change, biodiversity, forestry and recommended a list of development practices called Agenda 
21 which combined economic growth with ecological responsibility known as ‘Sustainable Development’. Earth 
Summit also laid stress on the cooperation of states to conserve, protect, restore the health and integrity of the 
earth’s ecosystems.

Ans. 3.   Role of environmental movements:

  (i)  Some of them work at the international level whereas most of them work at the local level.

  (ii) They are among the most vibrant, diverse and powerful social movements across the globe.

  (iii)  It is within social movements that new forms of political action are born or reinvented.

  (iv) These movements raise new ideas and long–term visions of what we should do and what we should not do.

Ans. 4.  The Indian government is participating in global efforts through a number of programmes: 

  (i) India’s National Auto Fuel Policy mandates cleaner fuels for vehicles. 

  (ii) The Energy Conservation Act 2001 outlines initiatives to improve energy efficiency. 

  (iii) The Electricity Act 2003 encourages the use of renewable energy. 

  (iv) Recent trends in importing natural gas and encouraging the adoption of clean coal technologies show that 
India is making real efforts. 

  (v) India is also keen to launch a national mission on biodiesel using about 11 million hectares of land to produce 
biodiesel by 2020.

Ans. 5.  The 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) also emphasized to protect the 
climate system on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and 
capabilities. Global commons refer to the areas or regions which require common governance by international 
community on major problems of ecological issues like discovery of ozone hole over Antarctica, the Earth’s 
atmosphere and ocean floor associated with technology and industrial development. The history of outer space as a 
global commons shows that the management of these areas is thoroughly influenced by North–South inequalities. 
The special needs of the developing countries must be taken into account in the development, application and 
interpretation of rules of international environmental law. This argument was accepted in the Rio Declaration 
at the Earth Summit in 1992 and is known as the principle of ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’. The 
Rio Declaration at the Earth Summit in 1992 adopted the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, 
referring special needs of developing countries in the fields as development, application and interpretation of 
rules of environmental law to protect environment by both developing nations in a responsible manner.



8  ] Oswaal CBSE Question Bank Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers, POLITICAL SCIENCE, Class – XII

Self Assessment Test-8
Ans. 1. 

 (a) (iv) More Different and Distinctive

 (b) The economic consequence of globalization in India is that the restrictions on the imports and movement of 
capital has been reduced.

 (c) historical

 (d) (ii) spread

 (e) Globalization creates new jobs in industries and MNCs and increases the volume of trade in goods and services. 
As a challenge it reduces the capacity of state to take decisions on their own.

Ans. 2.

 (a) Globalization results in an erosion of state capacity. All over the world, the old welfare state is now giving way 
to a more minimalist state that performs certain core functions such as maintenance of law and order and the 
security of its citizens. However, it withdraws from many of its earlier welfare functions directed at economic and 
social well-being. In place of the welfare state, it is the market that becomes prime determinant of economic and 
social priorities. The entry and the increased role of MNCs all over the world lead to reduction in the capacity of 
government to take decisions on their own.

 (b) Yes, resistance to globalization in India has come from different quarters. There have been left wing protests to 
economic liberalization voiced through political parties as well as through forums like the Indian Social Forum. 
Resistance to globalization has also come from the political right taking the form of objecting particularly to 
various cultural influences — ranging from the availability of foreign television channels provided by cable 
networks, celebration of Valentine’s Day, and adaptation of western dresses.

 (c) Cultural homogenization is an aspect of cultural globalization. It refers to the reduction in cultural diversity 
through the popularization and diffusion of a wide array of cultural symbols like customs, ideas and values.

  The impact of the western culture on the rest of the world is the best example of cultural homogenization.

 (d)  (i) People come to depend on foreign industry to provide them with employment.

  (ii) Nations begin to rely on each other for things they cannot produce themselves. (Any one) 

  Example: 

  Oil is an example of those countries who generate it having created a global interdependence with those other 
countries that need it, that depend heavily on it.

 (e) Globalization has affected the dress culture of India by:

   (i) Westernization of the dress tastes of girls in schools and colleges. 

  (ii) It has harmed the traditional culture of India.  (Any one)

 Ans. 3.

  Per capita income and population growth affect the economic disparity all over the world. High per capita income 
and low population growth make the rich countries get richer. On the other hand, per capita low income and 
high population growth make poor countries get poorer. 

  Ways to reduce economic disparity include: 

   (i) At the global level, the poor countries hit by this economic disparity will have to decrease population growth 
and increase the income. 

  (ii) Countries affected by the economic disparity will have to make maximum use of their resources judiciously. 
They will have to strengthen their economic, political, social and cultural structures so as to bridge the gap of 
economic disparity.
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Ans. 4. India benefitted in the following manner:

   (i) Shift from Import-Substitution to Export-Led Growth Strategy: The failure of import substitution strategy of 
industrial growth to achieve sustained growth forced India and other developing countries to pursue export-
led growth strategy. It has been argued that by expanding exports to the other countries and getting required 
imports from them based on their respective comparative costs, developing countries will be able to achieve 
faster rate of economic growth. 

  (ii) Foreign Capital Inflows: The globalization or integration of the Indian economy with the world economy is 
also beneficial because it would give a boost to foreign capital inflows in the form of portfolio investment and 
foreign direct investment. 

  (iii) Globalization and Transfer of Technology: Another benefit flowing from globalization of the Indian economy 
is that it acts as a mechanism for the transfer of technology from the developed countries. Therefore, it is 
through globalization of its economy that we will be able to get advanced technology from the developed 
countries. Globalization makes faster diffusion of new ideas and advanced technologies in the world. This 
will make possible for the developing countries like India to catch up the developed countries more quickly. 

  (iv) Increased Market Access: An important benefit of globalization is increased market access. Free trade 
accompanying globalization widens the markets for products of industries. This will lower unit cost of 
production and increase the competitiveness of manufactured products. Thus globalization will ensure 
greater gain from trade. 

  (v)  Faster Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction: Globalization helps in faster rate of reduction in poverty 
through acceleration of economic growth. Countries that have achieved significant poverty reduction are 
generally those that have grown rapidly and have, in turn, been open to trade. 

  (vi) Employment Argument: An important argument for liberation of trade and capital flows is that it will 
generate more employment opportunities. First, the growth in exports based on comparative cost advantage 
will lead to the creation of more employment opportunities. Secondly, employment opportunities also 
increase following the removal of restrictions on capital flows.
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Ans. 1. 

 (a) (i)  Frontier Gandhi

 (b) Bodhachandra Singh

 (c) Muslim League

 (d) The only four difficult accessions were those of Hyderabad, Junagadh, Manipur and Kashmir.

Ans. 2.

 (a) Reorganization of the North-East was almost completed in 1972. Meghalaya was carved out of Assam in 1972. 
Manipur and Tripura too emerged as separate states.The states of Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh came into 
being much later. Nagaland had become a state in 1963.

 (b) Implications of Partition of India- 

  (i) In the name of religion, people of one community killed and maimed people of the other community. Cities 
like Lahore, Calcutta (Kolkata) and Amritsar were titled as communal zones. 

  (ii) People went through social suffering and were also forced to abandon their homes especially minorities, who 
took shelter in refugee camps. 

  (iii) To preserve the honour of family, many women were killed, even many children were separated from their  
 family and if crossed border, they did not have any house. 

  (iv) The Partition did not only divide property, assets or liabilities, but also the government employees and the 
railways etc.     (Any two points)

Ans. 3. 

   (i) The government formed under Indian National Congress is referred to as interim government.

  (ii) The Muslim League opposed Indian National Congress’ stance of not giving choice to the states to be free to 
choose any course they liked.

  (iii) Sardar Patel’s role is considered to be a historic one because he reached out to princely states, negotiated with 
them and diplomatically brought them under Indian Union.

Ans. 4.  The reorganisation and the formation of the states was a painstaking job for the leaders of newly independent 
India.

  (i) Organising state boundaries on the basis of language initially seemed injurious for the harmony of the 
country. It was thought that it may provoke separatism among the states. But finally state boundaries were 
decided on the basis of language and it was not a wrong decision at all.

  (ii) 1953, State Reorganisation Commission was appointed to rearrange the boundaries of the states.

  (iii) The main recommendations of this commission was to organise states on the basis of language and the 
boundaries should reflect linguistic aspects.

  (iv) The State Reorganisation Act was passed in 1956 which created 14 states and 6 union territories.

  (v)  These linguistic states enhanced democratic practices.

  (vi) The states did not follow the separatist attitude and recognised the regional status of the other states.

Ans. 5.  After the idea proposed by Jinnah and his party of the two nation theory, the partition of India and Pakistan 
became inevitable.

  (i) The Muslim population in India was divided in Eastern and the Western sides of the country. It was 
impossible to bring territorial solution, hence, it was decided that Pakistan will have two provinces, namely, 
Eastern Pakistan and Western Pakistan.

  (ii) Not all the Muslims wanted the separation of the country into two parts. Khan Abdul Gaffar staunchly 
resisted the theory of two nations. His voice was ignored and the process of separation continued further.

  (iii) Two majority Muslim provinces had areas where majority were the non-Muslims. The decision was made 
that these areas will be divided on the basis of religious majority at district or even lower level.
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  (iv) The problem of minorities for both the nation became irresistible. As soon as it was decided that the countries 
are going to be divided, these minorities suffered the darkest fate ever in the history of the world. They 
became the easy targets for the majority.

  (v)  However, Both, Jinnah and Nehru, declared that the minorities in their countries will be treated in civilised 
manners. But in the case of Pakistan, these words of Jinnah became the false promises. Pakistan became more 
orthodox countries where minorities had to suffer.

  (vi) Finally, after 1947, migrants and refugees both had to suffer. The migration of the people continued up to 
1960s.
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 (a) India adopted Planning for the following reasons:

   (i)  To bring socio economic changes. 

  (ii)  It was to provide a controlled and faster growth rate. 

  (iii) To resolve contradictions between societies.

 (b) 1965-1967

 (c) (ii) Liberalisation

Ans. 2.

 (a)  (i) These iron resources lie in the most underdeveloped and predominant tribal districts. 

  (ii) Tribal people feared that the setting up of the industries would mean displacement of home and livelihood.

  (iii) The environmentalists feared that mining and industry would pollute the environment.                (Any Two)

 (b)  (i)  To harmonize the interests of national security and economic policy and to prepare strategic and long-term

    framework of policy and program, NITI Aayog acts as a think tank of the Union Government.

  (ii)  By adopting a ‘Bottom-Up Approach’, the NITI Aayog acts in the spirit of cooperative federalism as it ensures

    equal participation of all states in the country.

 (c) The National Development Council is presided over by the Prime Minister of India and includes all Union 
Ministers, Chief Ministers of all the States and Administrators of Union Territories and Members of the NITI 
Aayog.

Ans. 3.  Outcomes of the Indian Model of Mixed Economy: 

   (i)  Much of the agriculture, trade and industry were left in private hands. 

  (ii) The state controlled key heavy industries, provided industrial infrastructure, regulated trade and some crucial 

   interventions in agriculture. 

Ans. 4.

  At the time of Second Five Year Plan, some controversial issues rose in reference of relevancy of agriculture over 
industry:

   (i) Second five year plan emphasised on industry in place of agriculture or rural India.
  (ii) J. C. Kumarappa, a Gandhian Economist proposed an alternative blueprint to emphasise on rural industrialisation.
  (iii) Bharatiya Lok Dal leader, Chaudhary Charan Singh also commented that the planning was leading to 

creation of prosperity in urban and industrial sections at the cost of rural welfare. 
  Others debated that without an increase in industrial sector poverty could not be alleviated: 
  (i) The planning did not have agrarian strategy to boost the production of food grains. 
  (ii) It also proposed programme of community development and spent large sums on irrigation projects and 

failure was not that of the politics of land owning classes. 
  (iii) Besides, they also argued that even if the government had spent more money on agriculture, it would not 

have solved the massive problems of rural poverty.
Ans. 5.

  The Planning Commission was set up in March, 1950 by a simple resolution of the Government of India. Thus, 
the Planning Commission was not a sudden invention. Soon after India became independent, the Planning 
Commission came into being. The Prime Minister was its Chairperson. It became the most influential and central 
machinery for deciding what path and strategy India would adopt for its development. 

  Its scope of work:

   (i) To bring socio-economic change. 
  (ii) It was to provide a controlled and faster growth rate. 
  (iii) To resolve contradictions between societies. 
  (iv) It has an advisory role and its recommendations become effective only when the Union Cabinet approve 

them.
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Self Assessment Test-11
Ans. 1. 
 (a) Nehru exercised profound influence in the formulation and implementation of India’s Foreign Policy from 1946 

to 1964.
 (b) (i) SAARC.
 (c) Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
 (d) India always considered the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) as discriminatory and had refused to sign it. 

India has opposed the international treaties aimed at non-proliferation since they were selectively applicable to 
the non-nuclear powers and legitimized the monopoly of the five nuclear weapons powers.

Ans. 2.
 (a) Contribution of the Non-Aligned Movement:
   (i)  Provided a third option of not joining the Cold War politics. 
  (ii)   Newly independent countries were able to take international decisions and stances that served their interests. 
  (iii) They were able to balance both the Super-powers. 
  (iv) They were able to preserve their sovereignty and independence.  (Any two)
 (b) NAM allowed India to take decisions and stances that served its own interests rather than interest of the 

superpowers. 
  It also helped India to balance one superpower against the other. If pressurized by one, she could turn towards 

the other.
Ans. 3.  
   (i)  The conflicts with neighboring countries derailed the five-year plans.  
   (ii)  India embarked on a military modernization drive after 1962.  
  (iii) The Department of Defense Production was established in November 1962 and the Department of Defense 
   Supplies in November 1965.
Ans. 4.  The reasons for 1971 war/conflict are as follows : 
  (i) In 1970, Pakistan had to face its biggest internal disturbance. The first General Elections of Pakistan constructed 

a rift between West Pakistan and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s party won all the 
seats in West Pakistan, but he lost in East Pakistan. In East Pakistan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Party, Awami 
League, swept through East Pakistan. 

  (ii) The Bengali people of East Pakistan had voted to protest against being treated as second class citizens over 
years by the government based in West Pakistan. 

  (iii) The Pakistani Government was not ready to accept this democratic judgement nor did they accepted the 
Awami League’s demand for a federation. In 1971, Pakistan’s army arrested Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
unleashed a reign of terror on East Pakistan. This started people’s struggle to liberate Bangladesh from 
Pakistan. 

  (iv) India had to bear 80 Lakh refugees who fled from East Pakistan to take shelter. Hence, India had to extend 
moral and material support to the freedom struggle in Bangladesh. 

  Thus, full-scale war broke out between India and Pakistan in 1971, when Pakistan attacked Punjab and Rajasthan. 
  Consequences of Bangladesh War of 1971 are: 
  (i) A great victory in the war resulted in national jubilation. Many people in India looked it as a moment of glory 

and a clear sign of India’s power in military. 
  (ii) Indira Gandhi won the Lok Sabha election and her personal popularity rose high after 1971 war. 
   Congress Party even won almost all states assembly elections. 
  (iii) India’s Foreign Policy reflected her desire to be an important regional power which was revealed during the 
   Bangladesh war of 1971. 
  (iv) Bangladesh emerged as a separate nation on the world map.
Ans. 5. 
  (i) Role of Nehru in setting the national agenda: 
  As the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Nehru, exercised profound influence in the formulation and 

implementation of India’s Foreign Policy from 1946 to 1964. The three major objectives of Nehru’s Foreign 
Policy were to preserve the hard earned sovereignty, protect territorial integrity and promote rapid economic 
development. Nehru wished to achieve these objectives through the strategy of non-alignment. 

  (ii) Role of Nehru in Afro-Asian Unity: 
  Nehru envisaged a crucial role for India in world affairs and in Asian affairs especially. His era was marked by the 

establishment of contacts between India and other newly independent states in Asia and Africa. Throughout the 
1940s and the 1950s, Nehru had been an ardent advocate of Asian unity. Under his leadership, India convened 
the Asian Relations Conference in March 1947, five months ahead of attaining its independence and made 
earnest efforts for the early realization of freedom of Indonesia from the Dutch colonial regime by convening an 
international conference in 1949 to support its freedom struggle.
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Self Assessment Test-12
Ans. 1.
 (a)  (i) Got a combined tally of seats that was less than 40.

 (b) After the 1967 General Election, the breakaway Congress legislators played an important role in installing non-
Congress governments in three States - Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

 (c) 1951, 1956

 (d)  (i) Economic crisis due to Indo-China War- 1962 and Indo-Pak War -1965. 

  (ii) Failed monsoons, drought, serious food crisis also presented a grave challenge.

Ans. 2.

 (a) Syndicate was the group of powerful leaders in the Congress Party. Lal Bahadur Shastri and later Indira Gandhi 
were made Prime Minister with the support received from the Syndicate. This group had a decisive say in Indira 
Gandhi’s first cabinet and in policy formulation and implementation by the government. After the split in the 
Congress, the leaders of the Syndicate stayed with the Congress (O) but were defeated in the subsequent General 
Elections.

 (b) The two examples are: a. Nationalization of banks b. Introduction of the Ten Point Programme which was 
primarily socialist.

 (c) The Samyukt Vidhayak Dal (SVD) was formed in Bihar by coalition of SSP, PSP, CPS and Jana Sangh to oppose 
Congress. 

  The formation of SVD led the foundation for formation of coalition governments in the country both at the 
Central and the State level.

Ans. 3.

 (i) The slogan “garibi hatao”programme was part of Indira Gandhi’s political strategy of building an independent 
nationwide political support base. 

 (ii) Through “garibi hatao”, Indira Gandhi tried to generate a support base among the disadvantaged, especially 
among the landless labourers, Dalits and Adivasis, minorities, women and the unemployed youth and helped in 
gaining back the much needed support and popularity.

Ans. 4.

 (a) It represents the Presidential elections of 1969.

 (b) The lady is Indira Gandhi and she is pleased as her nominee had won the presidential elections.

 (c) V. V. Giri

 (d) N Sanjeeva Reddy 

Ans. 5.

  The decade of 1960s is referred to as the ‘dangerous decade’ in Indian politics. The reasons for this being no 
solutions found for poverty, inequality, regionalism, communalism, etc. The disintegration of country and 
disintegration of democracy were looking as the likely events. Political instability arose after demise of Jawaharlal 
Nehru with two questions in place: 

  (i) ‘Who after Nehru?’ 

 (ii) ‘What after Nehru?’ 

  Lal Bahadur Shastri was unopposed and unanimously chosen as the leader of Congress Parliamentary Party 
and became the second Prime Minister of India (1964-1966). Prior to becoming Prime Minster, he was a cabinet 
member for three years and belonged to the state of Uttar Pradesh. India faced the after effects of the economic 
crisis that arose during the Sino-Indian War of 1962. India defeated Pakistan under his courageous leadership in 
1965. His tenure also witnessed many droughts and famines making the lives of the farmers miserable. This led 
to the criticism of his slogan ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ as the problems of the farmers remained unsolved. He passed 
away while his visit to Tashkent (erstwhile USSR) to sign peace treaty with Pakistan. 

  The untimely demise of Shastri created leadership crisis again in Congress. This time, the leadership was contested 
by two – Indira Gandhi and Morarji Desai. After holding elections by secret ballot, Indira Gandhi was elected as 
the next leader of Congress party. This transition is referred to as ‘Sign of Maturity of India’s Democracy’.
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Self Assessment Test-13
Ans. 1.

 (a) (i) Justice J C Shah

 (b) Under the Preventive Detention Act, people are arrested and detained not because they have committed any 
offence, but on the apprehension that they may commit an offence.

 (c) Mandal

 (d) The government headed by Morarji Desai lacked direction, leadership and a common programme.

Ans. 2.

 (a) The Congress Party began to identify itself as a socialist and pro-poor party and began to revolve around Indira 
Gandhi only. The issue of welfare of backward castes also began to dominate politics since 1977 and the issue 
of reservations for “other backward classes” heightened and led to the formation of Mandal Commission by the 
Janata Government. Mass movement and protests became common in Indian Politics based on caste, religion 
and regional identity.

 (b) Lohia was against any discrimination in the matter of admission to educational institutions and was of the view 
that everyone must get full and equal opportunities for education. He favoured only one type of school for 
children of all castes.

 (c) The government suspended the Freedom of the Press and implemented press censorship. Electricity to all the 
major newspaper offices was disconnected on the next day from Emergency and the newspapers were forced 
to get prior approval for all material to be published. Many journalists were arrested. Newspapers like the 
Indian Express and the Statesman protested by leaving blank spaces where news items had been censored while 
magazines like the Seminar and the Mainstream chose to close down while many published through secrecy.

Ans. 3. 

  The Naxalites are the followers of the policies of Marx and Lenin and particularly active in the states of West 
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, etc. 

  There was an uprising among the agricultural peasants of Naxalbari Station (West Bengal) in 1967. It soon spread 
to the neighboring regions. The movement gave rise to formation of a new political party CMI (ML) under 
Charu Majumdar. The majorly affected areas were the backward and tribal areas of these regions. Presently, the 
movement has taken the shape of violence, exploitation, forced labor, etc. 

  Although, the Naxalites are not directly involved in Indian politics but are fairly in connection with the system 
through parties like CPI (ML).

Ans 4.

 (a) Referendum means to refer an important issue to the people for decision/verdict by general vote. 

 (b) (i)   Nearly one lakh eleven thousand people were arrested under Preventive Detention, but none of them      

   were tried for anti-national activity. 

  (ii) Newspapers were not allowed to publish articles without the prior approval of government. 

 Note: If a candidate gives an appropriate argument in favor of the statement, it may be suitably awarded. 

 (c)  (i) Stiff competition from within the Janata Party for the post of Prime Minister. 

  (ii) It lacked directions, leadership and a common programme. 

  (iii) Split in the Janata Party reduced it to minority.

Ans. 5.

          Causes of Emergency: 

  (i) ‘The Bangladesh Crisis had put a heavy strain on India’s economy. 

  (ii) This was followed by war with Pakistan. 

  (iii) After the war, the US government stopped all aid to India. Industrial growth was low and unemployment 
was very high. Monsoons failed in 1972-1973. 

  (iv) This resulted in a sharp decline in agricultural productivity and increase in the activities of Marxist groups. 
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  (v) Students in Gujarat started an agitation against rising prices of food grains, cooking oil and other essential 
commodities, and against corruption in high places. 

  (vi) Leader Jayaprakash Narayan demanded the dismissal of the Congress government in Bihar and gave a call 
for Total Revolution in the social, economic and political spheres in order to establish what he considered to 
be true democracy. 

          (vii) A series of bandhs, gheraos, and strikes were organised in protest against the Bihar government. 

  (viii) There was constitutional hindrance regarding the change in the basic structure. The Supreme Court said that 
the government cannot change it. Secondly, can the Parliament curtail the right to property by making an 
amendment? Again, the Court said that Parliament cannot amend the Constitution in such a manner that 
rights are curtailed. Thirdly, the Parliament amended the Constitution saying that it can abridge Fundamental 
Rights for giving effect to Directive Principles. 

        Consequences of Emergency: 

  (i) It invoked Article 352 of the Constitution that federal distribution of powers remains practically suspended 
and all the powers are concentrated in the hands of the Union government. 

  (ii) Secondly, the government also gets the power to curtail or restrict all or any of the Fundamental Rights 
during the Emergency. Strikes were banned; many opposition leaders were put in jail; the political situation 
became very tense. 

  (iii) Deciding to use its special powers under Emergency provisions, the government suspended the freedom of 
the press. The government made extensive use of preventive detention. 

  (iv) Under this provision, people were arrested and detained. Kannada writer Shivarama Karanth, awarded with 
Padma Bhushan, and Hindi writer Fanisharnath Renu, awarded with Padma Shri, returned their awards in 
protest against the suspension of democracy. 

   (Any three causes and any three consequences to be explained)
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Self Assessment Test-14
Ans. 1.

 (a) Social movements involve a gradual process of coming together of people with similar problems.
 (b) National FishWorkers’ Forum

  (c) (iii) Was a movement against alcoholism started by the women.

  (d) The movement started in Uttarakhand when the forest department did not give permission to local villagers 

to cut trees to make agricultural tools but later allotted the same piece of land to a sports goods manufacturing 
company to cut trees and make sports equipment.

 Ans. 2.  

 (a)  (i) Demand to stop construction of dams is criticized by many as obstructing the process of development. 
(ii) Dams provide water for irrigation generate electricity, provide drinking water control floods, importance of  
 dams was upheld by the supreme courts.

  (b) (i) Through this movement, women raised the issues of domestic violence, customs of dowry, sexual violence  
 and gender inequalities. 

  (ii) They demanded justice and removal of these practices; hence it is also called movement of women’s  
 empowerment.

 Ans. 3.
 (a) The difference is that like revolutionary ideologies, none of the new social movements are in and by themselves 

transformative of the social order but they emerged as corrective of new maladies.
 (b) According to the author, these movements are not any more coherent, relevant to oppressed and peripheralised 

communities. To some extent, these are affected by party politics. 
 (c) If social movements address specific issues, we would say that these are fragmented which provide no 

comprehensive framework of social change.
Ans. 4.  Popular movements are mostly non-party based. They are neither sporadic in nature nor a problem. 
 (i) They represent new social groups whose economic and social grievances are not redressed in electoral politics. 
 (ii) They provide effective representation of diverse groups and their demands. They reduce the possibility of a 

social conflict and disaffection. 
 (iii) They provide new forms of active participation. 
 (iv) They mobilize the poor, socially and economically disadvantaged and marginal social groups. 
 (v) They organize mass action and mobilization outside electoral arena. They create an awareness among people 

about their rights and hence expand democracy. 
 Ans. 5. Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) is an organization of farmers from western UP and Haryana regions. It is one 

the leading farmers’ movements to protest against the policies of liberalization of Indian economy. The Meerut 
agitation of farmers was a great show of rural farmers and cultivators. 

  Demands of BKU: 
  (i)  Higher government floor prices for sugarcane and wheat. 
  (ii) Guaranteed supply of electricity at reasonable rates. 
  (iii) To wave off repayments of loans due on farmers. 
  (iv) To provide government pension to farmers. 
  (v) Abolition of restrictions on the inter-state movement of farm produce. 
  Characteristics of BKU: 
   (i)  Kisan Andolan led by BKU was one of the most disciplined agitation. 
  (ii)  BKU used traditional caste panchayats to bring them together on economic issues. 
  (iii) BKU used clan networks for generating funds and resources. 
  (iv) The demands raised by BKU were very dear to farmers and were readily accepted by the farmers. 
  (v)  BKU kept itself away from being a political party and worked as a pressure group. 
  (vi) BKU used the pressure tactics and showed the strength and power of the farmers.



18  ] Oswaal CBSE Question Bank Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers, POLITICAL SCIENCE, Class – XII

Self Assessment Test-15
Ans. 1. 
 (a) The movement was held against illegal migrations, against domination of Bengalis and other outsiders, and 

against faulty voters’ register that included the names of lakhs of immigrants. The movement demanded that all 
outsiders who had entered the State after 1951 should be sent back.

 (b) Princely
 (c) (ii) political wing
 (d) In 1984. Operation Blue Star was launched by army and Government of India to evacuate the holy shrine from 

the militants. However, it also damaged some parts of the holy shrine which hurt the sentiments of the Sikh 
community.

 (e) (ii) 1966
Ans. 2.
 (a) The Rajiv Gandhi-Longowal Accord or the Punjab Accord, was a step towards bringing normalcy to Punjab, 

however, peace did not come easily or immediately. The cycle of violence continued nearly for a decade.

 (b) Two provisions which reflect special status to Jammu and Kashmir are:

(i) Articles 370 and 371 of Indian Constitution give greater autonomy to Jammu and Kashmir. The state has its 
own Constitution.

(ii) All provisions of the Indian Constitution are not applicable to the state, law passed by the Parliament apply 
to Jammu and Kashmir only if the state agrees.

 (c) The accord between Rajiv Gandhi and Laldenga in 1986 granted full-fledged statehood with special powers to 
Mizoram. Even MNF agreed to give up secessionists struggle.

  Ans. 3. Major issues in the North-Eastern States of India: 
(i) At independence the entire region except Manipur and Tripura comprised the State of Assam. Demands for 

political autonomy arose when the non-Assamese felt that the Assam government was imposing Assamese 
language on them. 

(ii) Secessionist movements: Demands for autonomy were easier to respond to, for these involved using the 
various provisions in the Constitution for accommodation of diversities. It was much more difficult when 
some groups demanded a separate country. 

(iii) Movements against outsiders: The large scale migration into the North-East gave rise to a special kind of 
problem that pitted the ‘local’ communities against people who were seen as ‘outsiders’ or migrants.

           (Any two relevant points)
Ans. 4. Two major developments are: 
              (i)  In 1984, Operation Blue Star was launched by army and Government of India to evacuate the holy shrine 

from the militants. However, it also damaged some parts of the holy shrine which hurt the sentiments of the 
Sikh community. 

   (ii) With the assassination of the then Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi on October 31, 1984 by her two Sikh 
bodyguards, the anti-Sikh riots started across the major portion of the country with disastrous consequences 
in Punjab.

Ans. 5. After coming to power following the election in 1984, the new Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi initiated a dialogue 
with moderate Akali leaders. In July 1985, he reached an agreement with Harchand Singh Longowal, then the 
President of the Akali Dal. This agreement, known as the Rajiv Gandhi - Longowal Accord or the Punjab Accord, 
was a step towards bringing normalcy to Punjab. It was agreed that Chandigarh would be transferred to Punjab, 
a separate commission. would be appointed to resolve the border dispute between Punjab and Haryana, and a 
tribunal would be set up to decide the sharing of Ravi- Beas river water among Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan. 
The agreement also provided for compensation to and better treatment of those affected by the militancy in 
Punjab and the withdrawal of the application of Armed Forces Special Powers Act in Punjab. However, peace 
did not come easily or immediately. The cycle of violence continued nearly for a decade. Militancy and counter 
insurgency violence led to excesses by the police and violations of human rights. Politically, it led to fragmentation 
of the Akali Dal. The central government had to impose. President’s rule in the State and the normal electoral and 
political process was suspended. It was not easy to restore the political process in the atmosphere of suspicion and 
violence. When elections were held in Punjab in 1992, only 24 per cent of the electors tuned out to vote. Militancy 
was eventually eradicated by the security forces. But the losses incurred by the people of Punjab – Sikhs and 
Hindus alike – were enormous. Peace returned to Punjab by the middle of 1990s. The alliance of Akali Dal (Badal) 
and the BJP scored a major victory in1997, in the first normal elections in the State in the post-militancy era. The 
State is once again preoccupied with questions of economic development and social change. Though religious 
identities continue to be important for the people, politics has gradually moved back along secular lines.
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Self Assessment Test-16
Ans. 1. 
 (a) (iii) Morarji Desai.
 (b) (iii) SabkaSaath, SabkaVikas
 (c) The two governments were similar in the context that both these governments were coalition governments 

formed with support of the Congress. Also, in both these governments, Congress did not actually participate in 
the government.

 (d) 1989 saw the emergence of several parties in such a way that one or two parties did not get most of the votes or 
seats. This also meant that no single party secured a clear majority of seats in any LokSabha election held since 
1989. This development initiated an era of coalition governments at the Centre.

Ans. 2.
 (i) Agreement of new economic policies: Most parties were in support of the new economic policies and believed 

that these policies would lead the country to prosperity and a status of economic power in the world. 
 (ii) Acceptance of the political and social claims of the backward castes: Political parties had recognized that the 

social and political claims of the backward castes need to be accepted and support reservation of seats for OBC in 
education and employment. 

 (iii) Acceptance of the role of state level parties in governance of the country: State level parties were sharing power 
at the national level and had played a central role in the country’s politics. 

 (iv) Emphasis on pragmatic considerations rather than ideological positions and political alliances without ideological 
agreement as most parties of the NDA did not agree with the ‘Hindutva’ ideology of the BJP. Yet, they came 
together to form a government and remained in power for a full term of five years.

Ans. 3.
  In February-March 2002, large-scale violence against Muslims took place in Gujarat. The immediate provocation 

for this violence was an incident that took place at a station called Godhra. 
  A bogey of a train (Sabarmati Express, bogey no. S-6) that was returning from Ayodhya and was full of Karsevaks 

was set on fire. 
  Fifty- seven people died in that fire. Suspecting the hand of the Muslims in setting fire to the bogey, large-scale 

violence against Muslims began in many parts of Gujarat from the next day. This violence continued for almost a 
whole month. 

  Nearly 1100 persons, mostly Muslims, were killed in this violence.
Ans. 4.
  The Faizabad District Court in February 1986 ordered that the Babri Masjid premises be unlocked so that Hindus 

could offer prayers at the site which they considered as a temple. A dispute had been going on for many decades 
over the mosque known as Babri Masjid at Ayodhya. The Babri Masjid was a 16th century mosque in Ayodya and 
was built by Mir Baqi Mughal emperor Babur’s General. Some Hindus believe that it was built after demolishing 
a temple for Lord Rama in what is believed to be his birthplace. The dispute took the form of a court case and has 
continued for many decades. In the late 1940s the mosque was locked up as the matter was with the court. As 
soon as the locks of the Babri Masjid were opened, mobilization began on both sides. Many Hindu and Muslim 
organizations tried to mobilize their communities on this question. Suddenly this local dispute became a major 
national question and led to communal tensions.

Ans. 5.
  The main issues in Indian politics in the period after 1989 were as follows: 
  (i) Rise of other Backward Class as a political force. 
  (ii) Decision of the National Front government to implement the recommendations of the Mandal Commission 
   and subsequent stir. 
  (iii) Rise of Politics based on religious identity and debate about secularism and democracy. 
  (iv) Demolation of Babri Masjid. 
  (v) Anti-Muslim riots in Gujarat. 
  (vi) End of Congress dominance and beginning of era of coalition politics. (Any four) 
  These issues led to different configurations of political parties as mentioned below:
  (i) Claims of the backward castes. 
  (ii) All political parties began to support reservation of seats for the backward classes in education and  

 employment. 
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  (iii) This gave rise to an era of coalition politics. Coalition governments were formed i.e., National Front in 1989,  
 the United Front in 1996 and 1997, NDA in 1997, 1998 and 1999, and the UPA in 2004 and 2009.

Ans. 6.
 (a) 1989  
  (b) NDA, United Front  
   (c)  National democratic Alliance 
   (d)  Minority governments are supported by other governments which do not join the government.

	 qqq




