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Topic-1 why deforestation?

Revision Notes

 Uses of Forests:
  Forests give us a mixture of things to satisfy our different needs — fuel, fodder, leaves, trees 

suitable for building ships or railways and trees that can provide hard wood. 
  Forest products like roots, fruits, tubers, herbs are used for medicinal purposes.
  Forests also provide bamboo, grass, charcoal, fruits, flowers, animals, birds and many other 

things. 
  In the Amazon forests or in the Western Ghats, it is possible to find as many as 500 different 

plant species in one forest patch.
  A lot of this diversity is fast disappearing. Between 1700 and 1995, during the period of 

Industrialization, 13.9 million sq km of forest or 9.3 per cent of the world‘s total area was 
cleared for industrial uses, cultivation, pastures and fuel wood.

  Deforestation: Deforestation is cutting down of trees indiscriminately in a forest area. Under the colonial rule, 
it became very systematic and extensive.

 Why Deforestation:
  As population increased over the centuries and the demand for food went up, peasants extended the 

boundaries of cultivation by clearing forests.
  The British encouraged the production of commercial crops like jute, sugar, wheat and cotton for their 

industries as raw materials.
  The British thought that forests were unproductive land as they yielded neither revenue nor agricultural 

produce. Cultivation was viewed as a sign of progress.
  Oak forests in England were disappearing. There was no timber supply for the Ship Building Industry. Forest 

resources of India were used to make ships for the Royal Navy.
  Spread of Railways required two things : Land to be cleared to lay railway tracks, wood as fuel for locomotives 

and for railway line sleepers.
  Large areas of natural forests were cleared for Tea, Coffee and Rubber Plantations. Thus, land was given to 

Planters at cheaper rates.
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Key Terms 

   Forests: Forests refer to natural ecosystem, consisting mainly of trees of different species and vegetation of 
different kinds providing habitat to different species of animals.  

  Deforestation: Clearing of trees or the act of cutting down or burning the trees in the forest area for agricultural 
or commercial purpose is known as Deforestation. 

  Sleepers: Wooden planks laid across railway tracks are called sleepers. They hold the tracks in position.

Key Dates 

  1600: Approximately one-sixth of India’s landmass was under cultivation.
  1700–1995: 9.3% of the world’s total area was cleared for industrial use, cultivation of pastures and fuel wood.
  1850: The spread of Indian Railways.
  1880–1920: India’s cultivated area rose by 6.7 million hectares. Terrible famines.
  1946: The length of railway tracks laid down was over 7,65,000 km.

subjective  type  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. The spread of Railways from the 1850s created 
which new demands on the Indian forests and 
how were they met? Explain.  U

(Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (a) Railways were essential for Colonial Trade 
and for the movement of Imperial Troops. To run 
locomotives, wood was needed as fuel, and to lay 
Railway lines, sleepers were essential to hold the 
tracks together.

 (b) Each mile of Railway track required between 1,760 
and 2,000 sleepers. From the 1860s, the Railway 
Network expanded rapidly. By 1890, about 25,500

  km. of track had been laid. In 1946, the length of 
the tracks had increased to over 765,000 km.

  As the Railway tracks spread through India, 
larger and larger number of trees were being cut 
annually. As early as the 1850s, in the Madras 
Presidency alone, 35,000 trees were being cut 
annually for sleepers. The Government gave out 
contracts to individuals to supply the required 
quantities. These contractors began cutting trees 
indiscriminately. (1½ + 1½ = 3)

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)

Q. 2. Why did forests around Railway tracks in India 
start disappearing after 1860? R

(Board Term II, 2014, 2013)

 Ans. Value Points:
  About 25,500 km of track had been laid.
  The length of the tracks had increased to over 

765,000 km.

  The contractors had to supply the required 
quantities of timber.

  Contractors began cutting trees indiscriminately.
(Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2014)

Q. 3. Why did the British reset to deforestation at a fast 
rate?         R  (Board Term II, 2014)

OR
  Why did British exploit forests? Give any three 

reasons. (Board Term II, 2012)
 Ans. Under the Colonial Rule, the process of 

Deforestation became more systematic and 
extensive.

 (i) As the population increased and demand of 
food grains went up, the peasants extended the 
boundaries of cultivation, by clearing forests and 
making new land.

 (ii) The British directly encouraged the production 
of cash crops like jute, sugarcane, cotton, etc. 
This also increased the need for more areas for 
cultivation.

 (iii) The Colonial Rulers thought that forests were 
unproductive. Moreover, with the disappearance 
of oak forests in England, there was a demand 
for timber for the Royal Navy as well as Sleepers 
for Railway Compartments. Cutting of trees were 
required for tracks of railway lines as well as to 
solve the problem of scarcity of timber. 
 (1×3=3)
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Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. “Deforestation became more systematic and 
extensive under the Colonial Rule.” Explain this 
statement with suitable examples. U

 (Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. Deforestation became more systematic and 
extensive under Colonial Rule :

 (i) With the increase in population, the demand for 
food went up. Peasants extended boundaries for 
cultivation by clearing forest.

 (ii) British encouraged production of commercial crops 
like jute, sugarcane, etc.

 (iii) British thought forests are unproductive whereas, 
agricultural products would bring revenue.

 (iv) Oak forests disappeared and problem of timber 
supply for the Royal Navy started. Hence, trees 
were felled at a massive scale.

 (v) The spread of railways demanded for more and 
more sleepers.

 (vi) A large number of natural forests were also cleared 
to make way for plantation agriculture such as tea, 
coffee, etc.  (Any five) (1×5=5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students wrote that the Deforestation during 
the Colonial Rule happened only for the laying 
of Railway tracks.

Answering Tip 

  Deforestation increase to generate revenue for 
the government.

Q. 2.  Mention any five reasons of Deforestation in 
India during the Colonial period. A

 (Board Term II, 2012)
 Ans. Reasons of Deforestation:
 (i) Production of commercial crops.
 (ii) Cultivated area rose for the enhancement of the 

income of the State.
 (iii) For the regular supply of Oak wood for Navy.
 (iv) Due to development of Railways.
 (v) Due to increase in Plantation Agriculture. 

 (1×5=5)

Topic-2 the rise of commercial Forestry

Revision Notes

  Introduction of Commercial Forestry:

  The British were worried that the use of forests by local people and the reckless felling of 
trees by traders would destroy forests.

  A German expert, Dietrich Brandis, was made the first Inspector General of Forests in India.

  Brandis realised that a proper system had to be introduced to manage the forests and people 
had to be trained in the Science of Conservation.

  So the Indian Forest Service was set up in 1864 which helped to formulate the Indian Forest 
Act of 1865. The Imperial Forest Research Institute was set up at Dehradun in 1906. The 
system they taught here was called ‘Scientific Forestry.’

  Scientific Forestry encouraged Plantation Agriculture.

  The Forest Act of 1865 was amended twice in 1878 and 1927.

  The 1878 Act divided forests into three categories : Reserved, Protected and Village forests. The best forests were 
called ‘Reserved Forests.’

  How were the Lives of People Affected?
  Forest Management had a great impact on shifting cultivators. In Shifting Cultivation, parts of the forest are cut 

and burnt in rotation. European Foresters regarded this practice as harmful for the forests. They felt that such 
land could not be used for growing trees for Railway timber and was dangerous while being burnt as it could 
start a forest fire. This type of cultivation also made difficult for the Government to calculate taxes.
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  The shifting cultivation or swidden agriculture has many local names such as lading in Southeast Asia, milpa in 

Central America, chitemene or tavy in Africa, and chena in Sri Lanka. In India, dhya, penda, bewar, nevad, jhum, podu, 
khandad and kumri are some of the local terms for swidden agriculture.

  In shifting cultivation, parts of the forest are cut and burnt in rotation. Seeds are sown in the ashes after the first 
monsoon rains, and the crop is harvested by October-November.

 Who could Hunt?

  The new forest laws changed the lives of forest dwellers. Now the customary practice like hunting deer, 
partridges and a variety of small animals was prohibited by the forest laws.

  Now, the British enjoyed hunting the large animal and they believed that by killing dangerous animals the 
British would civilise India.

  Over 80,000 tigers, 150,000 leopards and 200,000 wolves were killed during the period 1875-1925. Gradually, the 
tiger came to be seen as a sporting trophy. The Maharaja of Sarguja alone shot 1,157 tigers and 2,000 leopards 
up to 1957. 

 New Trades, New Employments and New Services

  Many communities left their traditional occupations and started trading in forest products.

  This happened not only in India but across the world. For example,the Mundurucu peoples of the Brazilian 
Amazon gradually involved in trading posts and became completely dependent on traders.

  The British government gave many large European trading firms the sole right to trade in the forest products 
of particular areas. Grazing and hunting by local people were restricted. In the process, many pastoralist and 
nomadic communities like the Korava, Karacha and Yerukula of the Madras Presidency lost their livelihoods. 
Some of them began to be called ‘criminal tribes’, and were forced to work instead in factories, mines and 
plantations, under government supervision.

  In Assam, both men and women from forest communities like Santhals and Oraons from Jharkhand, and Gonds 
from Chhattisgarh were recruited to work on tea plantations. Their wages were low and conditions of work 
were very bad. They could not return easily to their home villages from where they had been recruited.

Key Terms 

   Scientific Forestry: A system of cutting trees controlled by the Forest Department in which old trees are cut 
and new ones are planted. 

  Plantation: A Plantation was a large area where one type of tree was planted in straight rows for commercial 
purpose. 

  Taungya Cultivation: A system in which local farmers were allowed to cultivate temporarily within a plantation.

  Swidden Agriculture: A traditional agricultural practice in many parts of Asia, Africa and South America where 
parts of forests are cut and burnt in rotation. This is also known as Shifting Cultivation.

Key Personalities

  Dietrich Brandis: He was the First Inspector General of Forests in India.
  George Yule: A British Administrator who killed 400 Tigers.

Key Dates 

  1864: The Indian Forest Service was set up by Dietrich Brandis.
  1865: The Indian Forest Act came into being.
  1878: The Indian Forest Act divided forests into three categories : Reserved, Protected and Village forests.

  1906: The Imperial Forest Research Institute was set up at Dehradun.
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subjective  type  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. Why did the British appoint the Inspector General 
of Forests in India? Explain any three reasons. U

(Board Term II, 2016)
 Ans. The British appointed the German expert, Dietrich 

Brandis for his advice, and made him the first 
Inspector General of Forests in India because of the 
following reasons :

 (i) They were worried that the use of forests by local 
people and the reckless felling of trees by traders 
would destroy forests.

 (ii) The British needed forests in order to build ships 
and railways.

 (iii) They wanted forests for the development of 
plantations. (1×3=3)

Q. 2. Highlight the uses of the forest for the common 
people in forest areas.  A

(Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. In forest areas, people used forest products 
like roots, leaves, fruits and tubers for several 
reasons. Fruits and tubers were nutritious to 
eat, especially during the monsoons before the 
harvest came in, herbs were used for medicine, 
wood for agricultural implements like yokes 
and ploughs, bamboo made excellent fences and 
was also used to make baskets and umbrellas.

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016) 3

Commonly Made Error 

  Most students write the uses of forest is to be 
restricted to providing food and fodder to the 
people.

Answering Tip 

  Forest helps in breaking the wind, helps check 
soil erosion, acts as a fence, provides the soil 
with nitrogen, etc. 

Q. 3. How far is it correct to say that Shifting Cultivation 
is a global phenomenon ? A

(Board Term II, 2015)

 Ans. Shifting Cultivation is a traditional agricultural 
practice in many parts of Asia, Africa and South 
America. It has many local names such as Lading 
in South East Asia, Milpa in Central America, 
Chitemene or Javy in Africa and Chena in Srilanka.  

  In India Dhya, Penda, Bewar Nevad, Jhum, Podu, 
Khandad and Kumri are some of the local terms

  for Shifting Culture. Since, it is practised all over 
the world, hence it is a Global Phenomenon. 3

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015)

Q. 4. How did hunting Tigers came to be seen as a 
Sporting Trophy? R

(Board Term II, 2014)

 Ans. The British gave rewards for hunting of the Tigers, 
Wolves and other large animals on the grounds 
that they posed a threat to cultivators. Over 80,000 
Tigers, 150,000 Leopards and 200,000 Wolves 
were killed for rewards in the period 1875-1925. 
Gradually, hunting Tigers came to be seen as a 
Sporting Trophy. 3

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2014)

Q. 5. What was scientific forestry taught at the Imperial 
Forest Research Institute? How was this system 
carried out? R  (Board Term II, 2013)

OR

 Ans. (i) Scientific forestry was taught at the Imperial 
Forest Research Institute. 

  In this system, natural forests which had a variety 
of trees were cut down and instead, one type of 
tree was planted. 

 (ii) Appointed Forest Officials managed these forests. 
They planned and assessed how much of the 
planted area had to be cut down and how much 
had to be replanted. ( 1½+1½=3)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013)
Q. 6. What is Shifting Agriculture? Why was it regarded 

as harmful by the British?   U
(Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. (i) Shifting Agriculture or Swidden Agriculture is 
a traditional agricultural practice in many parts of 
Asia, Africa and South America. It has many local 
names such as ‘lading’ in South-East Asia, ‘milpa’ 
in Central America, ‘chitemene’ or ‘tavy’ in Africa, 
‘chena’ in Sril Lanka, dhya, Penda, bewar, nevad, 
jhum, podu, khandad and kumri in India. 

 (ii) It was regarded as harmful by the British for the 
forests. They felt that land which was used for 
cultivation every few years could not grow trees 
for Railway timber. When the forest was burnt 
there was the danger of the flames spreading and 
burning valuable timber. (1½×1½=3)



supplement |  xxiii

Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. Who was Dietrich Brandis? Explain any four of 
his ideas for the Management of Forests in India 
during British Period. U

(Board Term II, 2017)
 Ans. Dietrich Brandis was a German Expert of Forestry 

who was made the First Inspector General of 
Forests in India.

  Dietrich’s four Ideas for the Management of 
Forests in India were :

 (i) Brandis realized that a proper system had to be 
introduced which would need legal sanction. Rules 
about the use of forest resources had to be framed.

 (ii) Felling of trees and grazing had to be restricted 
for the preservation of forests for the cause of 
timber production. Anybody who cut trees without 
following the system would be punished.

 (iii) For this purpose, Brandis set up the Indian Forest 
Service in 1864 and assisted in formulating the 
Indian Forest Act of 1865.

 (iv) In 1906, the Imperial Forest Institute was set up in 
Dehradun and it taught the system called “Scientific 
Forestry”. (1+4=5)

Q. 2.  How did the Forest Act cause severe hardships for 
villagers across the country? 
 (Board Term II, 2015) 

OR
 Explain the nature of Forest Acts passed between 

1865 to 1878. How did these affect the lives of the 
people? U  (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. The nature of Forest Acts :
 (i) The first Forest Act was enacted in 1865 and was 

later amended in 1878 and 1927 respectively.
 (ii) The 1878 Act divided forests into three categories-

Reserved, Protected and Village forests.
 (iii) The villagers wanted forests with a mixture of 

species to satisfy different needs of fuel, fodder 
and leaves. The Forest Department, on the other 
hand, wanted to plant trees which were suitable 
for building of Ships or Railways.

  The Forest Acts greatly affected the lives of the 
people : 

 (i) Villagers were not allowed to take anything from 
the Reserved Forests even for their own use.

 (ii) The Forest Acts caused great hardships for villagers 
across the country. All their daily activities such as 
cutting wood for their houses, grazing their cattle, 
collecting fruits and roots, hunting and fishing 
were declared illegal.

 (iii) People were now forced to steal and if they were 
caught, they were at the mercy of Forest Guards 
who openly took bribes from them. (Any two)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015) (3+2=5)

Q. 3. Discuss the rise of Commercial Forestry under the 
Colonial Governments.    A

   (Board Term II, 2014)
 Ans. (i) Commercial Forestry became important during 

the British Rule. By the early nineteenth century, 
Oak forests in England were disappearing. This 
created a problem of shortage of timber supply for 
the Royal Navy.

 (ii) The English Ships couldn’t be built without a 
regular supply of strong and durable timber. 
The Imperial power couldn’t be protected and 
maintained without ships.

 (iii) Before 1856, the Commercial Forestry was 
considered important in India. By the 1820s, Search 
Parties were sent to explore the forest resources of 
India.

 (iv) These Parties gave them the green signal for 
Commercial Forestry in India. Within a decade, 
trees were being felled on a massive scale and 
large quantities of timber were being exported 
from India.

  (v) The spread of Railway from the 1850s created a 
new demand. In India, the Colonial Government 
felt that Railways was essential for effective internal 
administration, for Colonial Trade and also for the 
quick movement of Imperial Troops.      (1 × 5 = 5)

Q. 4. Write any three features of Shifting Cultivation. 
Why was this process considered harmful for the 
forests by the Europeans? U

(Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. Shifting Agriculture is a traditional agricultural 
practice in many parts of Asia, Africa and South 
America. In Shifting Cultivation, parts of the forest 
are cut down and burnt in rotation. Seeds are 
sown in the ashes after the first monsoon rains and 
the crop is harvested by October - November.

  Colonial impacts on Shifting Agriculture :
 (i) Europeans regarded this practice harmful for the 

forests. They felt that the burning down of forests 
would destroy timber and the dangerous flames 
would spread and burn valuable timber.

 (ii) Shifting Cultivation made it harder for the 
government to calculate taxes, so the British 
Government decided to ban Shifting Cultivation.

 (iii) As a result, many Communities were forcibly 
displaced from their homes in forest.

 (iv) Some had to change occupations, while some 
resisted through large and small rebellions.

   (Any three) (2+3=5)
(CBSE Marking Scheme)

Q. 5. Who was the First Inspector General of Forests 
in India? When did he set up the Indian Forest 
Service? Explain any three main features of 
Scientific Forestry.  U

   (Board Term II, 2012)
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 Ans. Dietrich Brandis was appointed as the First 
Inspector General of Forests in India.

  He set up the Indian Forest Service in 1864.
  Three main features of Scientific Forestry are as 

follows :
  (i) Natural forests which had lots of different 

types of trees were cut down.
  (ii) One type of trees were planted in straight rows.
  (iii) Forest Officials surveyed the forests and made 

working plans for Forest Management every 
year. They planned how much of the Plantation 
area to cut every year. The area cleared was 
then to be replanted, so that it was ready to be 
cut again in same years. (1+1+3=5)

Q. 6. Describe how the changes in Forest Management 
in the Colonial Period affected in following 
groups of people :  U

  (i) Shifting Cultivators (ii) Nomadic and Pastoralist 
communities (iii) Firms trading in timber/forest 
produce (iv) Plantation Owners (v) Kings/British 
Officers engaged in hunting. 

 Ans. (i) Shifting Cultivators practice slash and burn 
agriculture, in which, parts of forests are cut and 
burnt in a rotation. European Foresters considered 
this practice as very harmful for the forests for 

various reasons. Therefore, they banned such type 
of cultivation.

 (ii) Various Nomadic and Pastoral Communities 
such as the Korava, Karacha and Yerukula of 
Madras Presidency lost their sources of livelihood 
because of the Reservation of Forests by the 
Colonial Government. Some communities were 
recognized as ‘Criminal Tribes’ and were forced 
to work in Factories, Mines and Plantations under 
Government supervision.

 (iii) European Firms Trading in timber were provided 
sole rights to trade in forest produce of particular 
areas. They made exorbitant profit and became 
richer.

 (iv) Plantation Owners reaped profit as the Colonial 
Government provided large areas of forest land 
to European Planters under the Scientific Forestry 
System.

 (v) The Forest Dwellers were deprived of the right to 
hunt in the forest. On the other hand, the Indian 
Kings and British Officials were allowed to hunt 
freely in the forests to such extent that various 
animal species became extinct. A large number 
of Tigers, Leopards and Wolves were killed as a 
Sporting Trophy. (1 × 5 = 5)

Topic-3 rebellion in the Forest and Forest transformations 
in Java

Revision Notes

  The people of Bastar

  l Bastar is located in the southernmost part of Chhattisgarh and on the borders of Andhra 
Pradesh, Odisha and Maharashtra. The central part of Bastar is situated on a plateau. 

  l A number of different communities live in Bastar, such as Maria and Muria Gonds, 
Dhurwas, Bhatras and Halbas. They speak different languages but share common 
customs and beliefs. 

  l The people of Bastar believe that each village was given its land by the Earth, and in 
return, they look after the Earth by making some offerings at each Agricultural Festival. 
They show respect to the spirits of the river, the forest and the mountain. 

  l    Since each village knows where its boundaries lie, the local people look after all the 
natural resources within that boundary. If people from a village want to take some wood from the forests 
of another village, they pay a small fee called ‘devsari’, ‘dand’ or ‘man’ in exchange. 

  l Some villages also protect their forests by engaging watchmen and each household contributes some grain 
to pay them. Every year there is one big hunt where the headmen of villages meet and discuss issues of 
concern, including that of forests.

  The Fears of the People

  l    When the Colonial Government proposed to reserve two-thirds of the forest in 1905 and stop Shifting 
Cultivation, hunting and collection of forest produce the people of Bastar got very worried. 

  l  Some villages were allowed to stay in the Reserved Forests on the condition that they worked free for the 
Forest Department in cutting and transporting trees, and protecting the forest from fire. So, these came to 
be known as Forest Villages.

  l    People of other villages were displaced without any notice or compensation. Villagers had been suffering 
from increased land rents and frequent demands for free labour and goods by Colonial Officials. 
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  l  Then the terrible famines came in 1899-1900 and again in 1907-1908. Rebellion became 

inevitable. 
  Results
  l In a major victory for the rebels, work on reservation was temporarily suspended.
  l The area to be reserved was reduced to roughly half of that planned before 1910.
  l Java is an island in Indonesia covered mostly with forests.
  l There were many communities living in the mountains and practising shifting cultivation.
  l In 1755, a community known as ‘Kalanga’ divided into two kingdoms and was later 

attacked by Dutch.
  Forest Transformations in Java
  l The Dutch wanted timber from Java to build ships. The Dutch enacted Forest Laws in Java, restricting 

villagers’ access to forests. 
  l  Now, wood could only be cut for specified purposes like making River Boats or Constructing Houses, and 

only from specific forests under close supervision. 
  l   Villagers were punished for grazing cattle in young stands, transporting wood without a permit, or 

travelling on forest roads with horse carts or cattle.
  l As in India, the need to manage forests for Ship Building and Railways led to the introduction of a Forest 

Service by the Dutch in Java. 
  l  The Dutch first imposed rents on land being cultivated in the forest and then exempted some villages from 

these rents if they worked collectively to provide free labour and buffaloes for cutting and transporting 
timber. This was known as the ‘Blandongdiensten System’. 

  Samin’s Challenge
  l In 1890s, Surontiko Samin, a Teak Forest Villager, began questioning State Ownership of the Forest. He 

argued that the state had not created the wind, water, earth and wood, so it could not own it.
  l  Soon, a widespread movement developed. Amongst those who helped to organize it was Samin’s sons-in-

law. 
  l   By 1907, 3,000 families were following his ideas. Some of the Saminists protested by lying down on their 

land when the Dutch came to survey it, while others refused to pay taxes or fines or perform labour.

  Wars and Deforestation
  l The First World War and the Second World War had a major impact on forests. In India, working plans 

were abandoned at this time, and the Forest Department cut trees freely to meet the British war needs.
  l In Java, just before the Japanese occupied the region, the Dutch followed a scorched earth policy, destroying 

sawmills, and burning huge piles of giant teak logs so that they would not fall into Japanese hands. 
  l The Japanese then exploited the forests recklessly for their own war industries, forcing forest villagers to 

cut down forests.
  l After the war, it was difficult for the Indonesian Forest Service to get this land back. As in India, people’s 

need for Agricultural Land has brought them into conflict with the Forest Department’s desire to control 
the land and exclude people from it.

  New Developments in Forestry
  l Since the 1980s, governments across Asia and Africa have begun to see that scientific forestry and the 

policy of keeping forest communities away from forests has resulted in many conflicts. Conservation of 
forests rather than collecting timber has become a more important goal. 

  l The government has recognised that in order to meet this goal, the people who live near the forests must 
be involved. In many cases, across India, from Mizoram to Kerala, dense forests have survived only because 
villages protected them in sacred groves known as sarnas, devarakudu, kan, rai, etc. 

  l Some villages have been patrolling their own forests, with each household taking it in turns, instead of 
leaving it to the forest guards.

Key Terms 

   Java: Rice producing island, where Dutch started Forest Management. 
  Kalangs of Java: Community of skilled Forest Cutters and Shifting Cultivators.
  Blandongdiensten System: This system was introduced by the Dutch in Java under which some villages were 

exempted from the taxes in terms of free labour and animals for cutting and transporting timber from forests.
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Key Personalities

  Gunda Dhur: An inhabitant of Nethanar village, he was an important figure in the Bastar Rebellion.
  Surontiko Samin: An inhabitant of Randublatung village who started Movement against the State Ownership 

of Forests.

Key Dates 

  1755: The Mataram Kingdom of Java split into two kingdoms.

  1770: The Kalangs rose in rebellion against Dutch but were suppressed.

  1865: Surontiko Samin started a Movement against the State Ownership of Forests.

  1899–1908: Terrible famines.

  1910: The Bastar Rebellion first started in the Kanger forest area.

  1980: Introduction of Scientific Forestry and restrictions imposed on the forest communities resulted in many 
conflicts.

Example

  Describe the introduction of the Forest Service in 
Java under the Blandongdiensten System.

Answer:
 Step 1: In Java, the need to manage forests for Ship 

Building and Railways led to the introduction of a 
Forest Service. 

 Step 2: In 1882, 280,000 sleepers were exported 
from Java alone. However, all this required labour 
to cut the trees, transport the logs and prepare the 
sleepers.

 Step 3: The Dutch first imposed rents on land being 
cultivated in the forest and then exempted some 
villages from these rents if they worked collectively 
to provide free labour and buffaloes for cutting 
and transporting timber. This was known as the 
Blandongdiensten System.

 Step 4: Later, instead of rent exemption, forest 
villagers were given small wages, but their right to 

cultivate on forest land was restricted.

subjective  type  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. How did the people of Bastar plan the Rebellion 
against the British?  U  (Board Term II, 2017)

Ans.  (i) People began to gather and discuss these 
issues in their Village Councils, in Bazaars and at 
Festivals or wherever the Headman and Priests of 
several villages were assembled.

 (ii) In 1910, mango boughs, a lump of earth, chillies 
and arrows, began circulating between villages. 
These were actually messages inviting villagers to 
rebel against the British.

 (iii) Every village contributed something to the 
rebelling expenses. (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017) 

(1×3=3)

Q. 2. How did the British suppress the Bastar 
Rebellion? U  (Board Term II, 2016)

Ans.  (i) The British suppressed the Bastar Rebellion by 
sending in their troops.

 (ii) They surrounded the adivasis, marched through 
their village and punished those who had taken 
part in the Rebellion.

 (iii) The British regained control over Bastar after 3 
months when they temporarily suspended the 
reservation and reduced the area to be reserved to 
half.  (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016) (1×3=3)

Q. 3. Why did the people of Bastar revolt against  
Britishers? R  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) When the Colonial Government proposed to 
reserve 2/3rd of the forest in 1905 and stop Shifting 
Cultivation, hunting and collection of forest 
produce, the people of Bastar got worried.

 (ii) Some villagers were allowed to stay in the Reserved 
Forests on the condition that they worked free 
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for the Forest Department in cutting down and 
transporting trees, and protecting the forest from 
fires. People of other villages were displaced, 
without any notice or compensation.

 (iii) For long, villagers had been suffering from 
increased land rents and frequent demands for 
free labour and goods by Colonial Officials. 
 (1+1+1=3)

Q. 4. Explain any three similarities of Colonial Forest 
Management in Bastar and Java.  U

   (Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. Similarities of Colonial Forest Management in 
Bastar and Java:

 (i) In both of these countries, Colonial Rulers exploited 
the local resources for the raw materials.

 (ii) In Bastar, the Colonials stopped Shifting 
Cultivation, hunting and collection of forest 
produce. Similarly, in Java, many restrictions were 
imposed on the access of forests, grazing of cattle 
and transportation of wood.

 (iii) Heavy taxes or fines were imposed in both of these 
countries. (1×3=3)

Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. Describe the effects of World Wars on Forests with 
reference to the ‘Scorched Earth Policy’. 
  U  (Board Term II, 2017)

 Ans. (i) In India, working plans were abandoned 
during the World Wars, and the Forest 
Department cut trees freely to meet British war 
needs. 

 (ii) In Java, just before the Japanese occupied the 
region, the Dutch followed ‘A Scorched Earth’ 
Policy, destroying sawmills, and burning huge 
piles of giant teak logs so that they would not 
fall into Japanese hands.

 (iii) The Japanese then exploited  the forests 
recklessly for their own war industries, forcing 
forest villagers to cut down forests. 

 (iv) Many villagers used this opportunity to expand 
cultivation in the forest. 

 (v) After the war, it was difficult for the Indonesian 
Forest Service to get this land back.

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017) (1×5=5)
Q. 2. How were forests affected by the wars ? 

 A  (Board Term II, 2016)
OR

  Describe the impact of the World Wars on Java. 

(Board Term II, 2013)
Ans.  The First and Second World War had a major 

impact on the forests:

 (i) In India, working plans were abandoned at this 
time and the Forest Department chopped down 
trees freely to meet the British war needs.

 (ii) In Java just before the Japanese occupied the 
region, the Dutch followed ‘Scorched Earth’ Policy 
i.e., destroying sawmills and burning huge piles 
of giant teak logs, so that they would not fall into 
Japanese hands.

 (iii) The Japanese then exploited the forests recklessly 
for their own war industries, forcing forest villagers 
to cut down forests.

 (iv) Many villagers used this opportunity to expand 
cultivation in the forest.

 (v) After the war, it was difficult for the Indonesian 
Forest Service to get this land back.

 (vi) As in India, people’s need for agricultural land 
has brought them into conflict with the Forest 
Department’s desire to control the land and 
exclude people from it. (Any five) (1×5=5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Student writes about the uses of forest during 
British Era.

Answering Tip 

  The major impacts of World War I and II on the 
forests should be written.

Q. 3. Who was Surontiko Samin? What did he do?
  R  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) Around 1890, Surontiko Samin of Randublantung 
Teak Forest Village, began questioning state 
ownership of the forest.

 (ii) He argued that the state had not created the wind, 
water, earth and wood, so it could not own it.

 (iii) Soon, a widespread movement developed. 
Amongst those who helped in organising it were 
Samin’s sons-in-law.

 (iv) By 1907, 3,000 families were following his ideas.
 (v) Some of the Saminists protested by lying down on 

their land when the Dutch came to survey it, while 
others refused to pay taxes or fines or perform 
labour.

Q. 4. Why and how did the Rebellion of the people of 
Bastar take place against the British? A

(Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. The events that led to the Revolt in Bastar against 
the British were:

 (i) People began to discuss their issues in their Village 
Council or Bazaars, wherever the Headmen of 
several villages assembled.

 (ii) Although there was no single leader, but Gunda 
Dhur from village Nethanar became an important 
figure.



xxviii  | Oswaal CBSE Question Bank Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers, Social Science, Class-IX

 (iii) In 1910, mango boughs, a lamp of Earth, chillies 
and arrows were being circulated among villagers. 
They were actually messages inviting villagers to 
rebel against the British.

 (iv) Every village contributed something for the 
rebellion expenses.

 (v) Bazaars were looted, the houses of Officials and 
Traders, Schools and Police stations were burnt 
and robbed, and grains were redistributed.

 (vi) Most of those, who were attacked, were associated 
with the British and their Oppressive Laws.    
 (Any five) (1×5=5)

Q. 5. Which Tribal Communities live in Bastar and how 
are their lives intertwined with each other? U

(Board Term II, 2016)
 Ans. A number of different communities live in Bastar 

such as Maria and Muria Gonds, Dhurwas, Bhatras 
and Hallas. They speak different languages but 
share common customs and beliefs.

  Their lives were intertwined with each other in the 
following manner:

 (i) The people of Bastar believe that each village was 
given its land by the Earth, and in return, they 
look after the Earth by making some offerings at 
each Agricultural Festival. They show respect to 
the spirits of the river, the forest and the mountain.

 (ii) Since each village knows where its boundaries lie, 
the local people look after all the natural resources 
within that boundary. If people from another 
village want to take some wood from the forests of 
that village, they pay a small fee called devsari, dand 
or man in exchange.

 (iii) Some villages also protect their forests by engaging 
watchmen and each household contributes some 
grains to pay them. Every year there is one big 
hunt where the Headmen of villages meet and 
discuss issues of concern, including forests. 
 (2 + 3 = 5)

Q. 6. Why were Kalangs of Java considered an 
important community? What compelled them to 
rebel against the Dutch and to what result? A

(Board Term II, 2015)
 Ans. The Kalangs of Java were a Community of skilled 

Forest Cutters and Shifting Cultivators. They 
were so valuable that in 1755 when the Mataram 
Kingdom of Java split, the 6,000 Kalang families 
were equally divided between the two kingdoms. 
Without their expertise, it would have been 
difficult to harvest teak and for the Kings to build 
their Palaces.

  When the Dutch began to gain control over the 
forests in the eighteenth century, they tried to 
make the Kalangs work under them. In 1770, 

the Kalangs resisted by attacking a Dutch Fort at 
Joana, but the uprising was suppressed. 
 (2½ + 2½ = 5)  

Q. 7. Describe the life pattern of the people of Bastar.

 A  (Board Term II, 2014)

 Ans. Features of the life of the people of Bastar:

 (i) Bastar is a District of the state of Chhattisgarh in 
Central India.

 (ii) Different Communities live in Bastar such as 
Maria and Muria Gonds, Dhurvas, Bhalras, etc.

 (iii) They speak different languages, but share 
common customs and beliefs.

 (iv) They believe that each village is given its land 
by the Earth, and in return, they look after the 
Earth by making offerings during the festivals.

 (v) In addition to the earth, they pay respect to the 
spirits of river, forest and mountain.

 (vi) Since each village knows its boundaries, they 
look after their natural resources within the 
boundary.

 (vii) If they want to take some wood from another 
village, they pay a small fee called Devsari in 
exchange.

 (viii) Some villages protect their forests by keeping 
watchmen and each house contributes grains to 
pay them.

 (ix) They meet once a year to discuss issues of 
concern, including that of forest.  
 (Any five) (1×5=5)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2014)

Q. 8.  Which forest laws did the Dutch impose on the 
people of Java and why? (Board Term II, 2014) R

 Ans. Features of Dutch Scientific Forestry in Java:
 (i) In the 19th century, when it became important 

to control territory in Java and not just people, 
the Dutch enacted Forest Laws in Java restricting 
village access to the forests.

 (ii) Now wood could only be taken for specified 
purposes like making Boats or Houses.

 (iii) Villagers were punished for grazing cattle in young 
stands, transporting wood without a permit, or 
travelling on forest roads with horse carts or cattle.

 (iv) They imposed rents on land being cultivated in the 
forest and then exempted some villages from these 
rents on a condition that they would provide free 
labour and buffaloes for cutting and transporting 
timber.

 (v) According to the Law, a lot of restrictions were 
imposed.

 (vi) Later on, Forest Villagers were given small wages.
   (Any five)  (1×5=5)
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objective  type  Questions (1 mark each)

A Multiple Choice Questions

Q. 1. How much per cent of world’s Forest area was 
cleared for various uses between 1700 and 1995?

 (A) 9.5% (B) 9.3%
 (C) 9.8% (D) 3.9% R
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 2. What is meant by ’sleepers’?
 (A) Iron tracks
 (B) Steel planks
 (C) Wooden planks laid across Railway tracks to 

hold the tracks in position.
 (D) Railway tracks    R , U
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
Q. 3. When did the Railway Network expand rapidly in 

India?
 (A) In 1905 (B) In 1806
 (C) After 1860s (D) From the 1860s R
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 4. In which year was Indian Forest Service started?
 (A) In 1864 (B) In 1846
 (C) In 1888 (D) In 1684 R
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 5. From which fruit was oil extracted for cooking and 

lighting lamps during British Colonial Rule?
 (A) Sunflower (B) Coconut
 (C) Palm (D) Mahua R , An

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 6. Name the British Administrator who killed 400 

Tigers during his tenure in India.
 (A) George Yule (B) George Yal
 (C) Lord Cornwallis (D) Lord Clive  R
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 7. When and where was the Imperial Forest Research 

Institute set up in India?
 (A) Dehradun, 1907 (B) Dehradun, 1917
 (C) Dehradun, 1916 (D) Dehradun, 1906 R
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 8. Where is Bastar located?
 (A) In southernmost part of Chhattisgarh
 (B) In northern part of Chhattisgarh
 (C) In eastern part of Jharkhand
 (D) In Japan   R
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 9. Who were the Colonial Powers in Indonesia?
 (A) The Japanese (B) The Chinese
 (C) The Persians (D) The Dutch R
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 10. Which place is now famous as a rice-producing 

island in Indonesia?
 (A) Bali (B) Java
 (C) Sumatra (D) Lombok R
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

Q. 11. Who were ‘Kalangs’ of Java?
 (A) Farmers
 (B) Artisans
 (C) Skilled Forest Cutters and Shifting Cultivators. 
 (D) Nomads   U
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

B State whether True or False

 (a) The British encouraged the production of 
Commercial crops for their Industries as raw 
materials.

 (b) The sleepers distorted the position of Railway 
tracks.

 (c) Under the colonial rule, the process of Deforesta-
tion became more systematic and extensive. 

 (d) The Forest Act of 1865 was amended thrice.
 (e) George Yule was the first Inspector General of 

Forests in India.
Ans. (a) True, (b) False, (c) True, (d) False, (e) False

C Fill in the Blanks

 (a) _____________ was the first Inspector General of 
Forests in India. 

 (b) Imperial Forest Research Institute was set up in 
________.

 (c) ____________ were called as the best forest.
 (d) Dietric Brandis introduced _____________ Forestry 

in India.
 (e) The Dutch enacted Forest Laws in__________, 

restricting villagers’ access to forests.
Ans. (a) Dietrich Brandis, (b) 1906, (c) Reserve forest, 

(d) Scientific, (e) Java

D Match the following

Column-I Column-II

(a) 1907-1908 (i) Forest divided into three 
categories

(b) Deforestation (ii) Community of skilled 
Forest Cutters

(c) 1864 (iii) Bastar Rebellion

(d) 1878 Act (iv) Setting of the Indian 
Forest Service

(e) Kalangs of Java (v) Cleaning of trees

Ans. (a)-(iii); (b)-(v); (c)-(iv); (d)-(i); (e)-(ii)
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E Answer the following in one 
word/one sentence

 (a) Which communities were affected by changes in 
Forest Management?

Ans.  Nomadic and Pastoralist Communities
 (b) Under what system were the local farmers allowed 

to cultivate temporarily within a Plantation?
Ans.  Taungya Cultivation
 (c) Where was the Imperial Forest Research Institute 

set up in India?
Ans.  Dehradun 
 (d) Who questioned the state ownership of the forest?
Ans.  Surontiko Samin

 (e) Who was an important figure in the Bastar 
rebellion? 

Ans.  Gunda Dhur

F Assertion and Reason

In the questions given below, there are two 
statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason 
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct 
option. 
Options:

 (A) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct 
explanation of (A).

 (B) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is not the 
correct explanation of (A).

 (C) (A) is correct but (R) is wrong.
 (D) (A) is wrong but (R) is correct. 

 Q. 1. Assertion (A): Forest provides bamboo, wood for 
fuel, grass, charcoal, packaging, fruits, flowers, 
animals, birds and many other things.

  Reason (R): In the Amazon forests or in the Western 
Ghats, it is possible to find as many as 500 different 
plant species in one forest patch.

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

 Q. 2. Assertion (A): Deforestation is a recent problem.
  Reason (R): The process of deforestation became 

more systematic and extensive under Colonial Rule.
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

 Q. 3. Assertion (A): From the 1860s, the Railway Network 
expanded rapidly.

  Reason (R): As the Railway tracks spreads through 
India, larger and larger number of trees were felled.

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 Q. 4. Assertion (A): In India, hunting of Tigers and other 

animals had been part of the culture of the court 
and nobility for centuries.

  Reason (R): But under Colonial Rules, the scale of 
hunting increased to such an extent that various 
species became almost extinct.

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

 Q. 5. Assertion (A): Shifting cultivation also made it 
harder for the government to calculate taxes.

  Reason (R): Therefore, the government decided to 
ban Shifting Cultivation.

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

G Picture Based Questions

  Identify the following images:

 Q. 1.

  

 Ans. Advertisement of ‘Pleasure’ brand tea.

 Q. 2. 

  

 Ans. The Imperial Forest School, Dehradun, India.

 Q. 3. 

  

 Ans. A Deodar Plantation in Kangra.
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 Q. 4. 

  
 Ans. Lord Reading hunting in Nepal.

H Correct and rewrite the
sentences

 Q. 1. Afforestation is cutting down of trees 
indiscriminately in a forest area.

 Ans. Deforestation is cutting down of trees 
indiscriminately in a forest area.

 Q. 2. The British thought that the forests were 
productive land as they yielded revenue and 
agricultural produce.

 Ans. The British though that forests were unproductive 
land as they yielded no revenue nor agricultural 
produce.

 Q. 3. Over 80,000 Tigers, 1,50,000 Leopards and 2,00,000 
Wolves were killed for rewards in the period of 
1825-1925.

 Ans. Over 80,000 Tigers, 1,50,000 Leopards and 2,00,000 
Wolves were killed for rewards in the period of 
1875-1925.

 Q. 4. Bastar is located in the Northernmost part of 
Jharkhand and borders of Madhya Pradesh, 
Orissa and Maharashtra.

 Ans. Bastar is located in the Southernmost part of 
Chattisgarh and borders of Andhra Pradesh, Orissa 
and Maharashtra.

 Q. 5. The Dutch started Forest Management in Japan.
 Ans. The Dutch started Forest Management in (Java) 

Indonesia.

I Read the following information 
and write a single term for it

 Q. 1. This system was introduced by the Dutch in Java, 
under which some villages were exempted from 
the taxes in terms of free labour and buffaloes for 
cutting and transporting timber from forests.

 Ans. Blandongdiensten System.
 Q. 2. A traditional agriculture practice in many parts 

of Asia, Africa and South America where parts of 
forests are cut and burnt in rotation.

 Ans. Swidden Agriculture / Shifting Cultivation.
 Q. 3. A system of cutting trees controlled by the Forest 

Department in which old trees are cut and new 
ones are planted.

 Ans. Scientific Forestry.
 Q. 4. A large area where one type of tree was planted 

in straight rows for commercial purpose.
 Ans. Plantation.
 Q. 5. It is a natural ecosystem, consisting mainly 

of trees of different species and vegetation of 
different kinds and providing habitat to different 
species of animals.

 Ans. Forests.

competency based Questions (4 marks each)

Case based MCQs

 I. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow:  U  (1+1+1+1=4)

  In 1600, approximately one-sixth of India’s 
landmass was under cultivation. Now that figure 
has gone up to about half. As population increased 
over the centuries and the demand for food 

went up, peasants extended the boundaries of 
cultivation, clearing forests and breaking new land. 
In the colonial period, cultivation expanded rapidly 
for a variety of reasons. First, the British directly 
encouraged the production of commercial crops 
like jute, sugar, wheat and cotton. The demand 
for these crops increased in nineteenth-century 
Europe where food grains were needed to feed 
the growing urban population and raw materials  
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were required for industrial production. Second, 
in the early nineteenth century, the colonial state 
thought that forests were unproductive. They were 
considered to be wilderness that had to be brought 
under cultivation so that the land could yield 
agricultural products and revenue, and enhance 
the income of the state. So between 1880 and 1920, 
cultivated area rose by 6.7 million hectares.

  We always see the expansion of cultivation as a 
sign of progress. But we should not forget that for 
land to be brought under the plough, forests have 
to be cleared.

 1. In 1600 approximately how much of India’s 
landmass was under cultivation?

  (A) One-third (B) One-fourth
  (C) One-fifth (D) One-sixth
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
 2. As population increased the demand for 

.................... went up.
  (A) clothes (B) food
  (C) shelter (D) All of the above.
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
 3. The Colonial State thought that forests were 

.................... .
  (A) unproductive (B) semi-productive
  (C) fully productive (D) productive
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
  4. Between 1880 and 1920 the cultivated area rose by 

...................... million hectares.
  (A) 5.7  (B) 6.8
  (C) 6.7  (D) 7.6
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 II. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow:  A  (1+1+1+1=4)

  ‘The new line to be constructed was the Indus Valley 
Railway between Multan and Sukkur, a distance 
of nearly 300 miles. At the rate of 2000 sleepers 
per mile, this would require 600,000 sleepers 10 
feet by 10 inches by 5 inches (or 3.5 cubic feet a 
piece), being upwards of 2,000,000 cubic feet. The 
locomotives would use wood fuel. At the rate of one 
train daily either way and at one maund per train-
mile an annual supply of 219,000 maunds would 
be demanded. In addition, a large supply of fuel 
for brick-burning would be required. The sleepers 
would have to come mainly from the Sind Forests. 
The fuel from the tamarisk and Jhand forests of 
Sind and the Punjab. The other new line was the 
Northern State Railway from Lahore to Multan. 
It was estimated that 2,200,000 sleepers would be 
required for its construction.’

  E.P. Stebbing, The Forests of India, Vol. II (1923).
 1. Indus Valley Railway was to be constructed 

between:
  (A) Lahore and Karachi (B) Lahore and Multan
  (C) Multan and Sukkur (D) Lahore and Sukkur
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 2. The distance between Multan and Sukkur was 
nearly:

  (A) 300 miles (B) 400 miles
  (C) 200 miles (D) 500 miles
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 3. What was the size of each sleeper?
  (A) 10 feet × 12 × 5 inches
  (B) 12 feet × 10 × 5 inches
  (C) 10 feet × 10 × 8 inches
  (D) 10 feet × 10 × 5 inches
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
 4. Which one was the other new line?
  (A) Northern State Railway
  (B) Southern State Railway
  (C) Western State Railway
  (D) Eastern State Railway
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

 III. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow:  E  (1+1+1+1=4)

  Foresters and villagers had a very different ideas 
of what a good forest should look like. Villagers 
wanted forests with a mixture of species to satisfy 
different needs–fuel, fodder, leaves. The forest 
department on the other hand wanted trees which 
were suitable for building ships or railways. They 
needed trees that could provide hard wood, and 
were tall and straight. So particular species like teak 
and sal were promoted and others were cut.

  In forest areas, people use forest products – roots, 
leaves, fruits, and tubers – for many things. Fruits 
and tubers are nutritious to eat, especially during 
the monsoons before the harvest has come in. 
Herbs are used for medicine, wood for agricultural 
implements like yokes and ploughs, bamboo makes 
excellent fences and is also used to make baskets 
and umbrellas. A dried scooped-out gourd can be 
used as a portable water bottle. Almost everything 
is available in the forest – leaves can be stitched 
together to make disposable plates and cups, the 
siadi (Bauhinia vahlii) creeper can be used to make 
ropes, and the thorny bark of the semur (silk-cotton) 
tree is used to grate vegetables. Oil for cooking and 
to light lamps can be pressed from the fruit of the 
mahua tree.

 1. Villagers wanted forests with a mixture of 
........................ to satisfy different needs.

  (A) species (B) plants
  (C) crops (D) vegetables
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 2. Who wanted trees which were suitable for building 

Ships and Railways?
  (A) Railway Department
  (B) Forest Department
  (C) Ship Building Department
  (D) All of the above
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
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 3. Trees were promoted and others were cut?
  (A) Bamboo and Teak
  (B) Banyan and Sal
  (C) Teak and Sal
  (D) Shisham and Bamboo
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
 4. A dried scooped-out gourd can be used as a 

portable ........................ .
  (A) water cooler (B) water container
  (C) water bag (D) water bottle
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

 IV. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions:  C  (1+1+1+1=4)

  One of the major impacts of European colonialism 
was on the practice of shifting cultivation 
or swidden agriculture. This is a traditional 
agricultural practice in many parts of Asia, Africa 
and South America. It  has many local names 
such as lading in Southeast Asia, milpa in Central 
America, chitemene or tavy in Africa, and chena in 
Sri Lanka. In India, dhya, penda, bewar, nevad, jhum, 
podu, khandad and kumri are some of the local terms 
for swidden agriculture.

  In shifting cultivation, parts of the forest are cut and 
burnt in rotation. Seeds are sown in the ashes after 
the first monsoon rains, and the crop is harvested 
by October-November. Such plots are cultivated 
for a couple of years and then left fallow for 12 to 

18 years for the forest to grow back. A mixture of 
crops is grown on these plots. In central India and 
Africa it could be millets, in Brazil manioc, and in 
other parts of Latin America maize and beans.

 1. The other name of shifting cultivation is: 
  (A) Swidden Agriculture
  (B) Paris Agriculture
  (C) Indian Agriculture
  (D) Norway Agriculture
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 2. The local name of shifting cultivation in Southeast 

Asia is:
  (A) Chena (B) Podu
  (C) Lading (D) Bewar
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 3. Seeds are sown in the ashes after the monsoon 
rains.

  (A) Third (A) First
  (C) Second (D) Fourth
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

 4. The crop is harvested by:
  (A) August-September
  (B) November-December
  (C) September-October
  (D) October-November
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
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World

 l Pastoral Nomads and their Movements. l Colonial Rule and Pastoral Life.
	 l Pastoralism in Africa

Topic-1 Pastoral Nomads and their 
Movements

Revision Notes

 Pastoralism as a way of life:

   Pastoralists are people who rear animals, birds and move from place to place in search of green pastures. 
  They are nomadic tribes who need to move from one place to another to save their animals from adverse 

climatic conditions and to provide meadows or pastures regularly.

  Some of the pastoral nomads move to combine a range of activities – cultivation, trade and herding – to make 
their living easy. 

  Continuous movement of nomadic tribes is useful for the environment. 

  Pastoral nomadism is a form of life that is perfectly suited to many hilly and dry regions of 
the world. Pastoral movement allows time for the natural restoration of vegetational growth.

  Pastoralists play a very important role as moving traders.

	  In search of good pasture land for their cattle, the pastoralists move over long distances for 
selling plough cattle and other goods to villagers in exchange for grain and fodder.

 Different Pastoral Nomads and their Movements:

  On the Mountains:

 The Gujjar Bakarwals of Jammu and Kashmir : They are pastoral nomads who move in groups called 
‘Kafila’. Their movements are governed by cold and snow. In winters, when the high mountains are covered 
with snow, these Gujjars move down to the low hills of the Shivalik range. On the onset of summer, when 
the snow melts and the mountains become lush and green, these pastoralists move back to the mountains.

 The Gaddi Shepherds of Himachal Pradesh have a similar cycle of movement. They also spend the winter in 
the lower Shivalik hills and the summers in Lahaul and Spiti.

 The Gujjar cattle herders of Kumaon and Garhwal spend their summers in the ‘bugyals’, and their winters 
in the ‘bhabar’.

 The Bhotias, Sherpas and Kinnauri follow the cyclic movement which helps them to adjust to seasonal 
changes and make best use of pastures.

C H A P T E R 
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	  On the plateaus, plains and deserts:

 The Dhangars of Maharashtra: The Dhangars stay in the central plateau of Maharashtra during the monsoon. 
This is a semi-arid region. By October, they begin their movement towards Konkan. Here, their cattle help to 
manure the fields and hence they are welcomed by the Konkani peasants. As soon as the monsoon sets in, 
they retreat back to the semi-arid land of Maharashtra.

 The Gollas who herd cattle and the Kurumas and Kurubas who reared sheep and goat are from Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh. They live near the woods and in the dry periods they move to the coastal tracts.

 The Banjaras of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra move to different 
places in search of good pastures.

 The Raikas of Rajasthan combine cultivation with pastoralism. When their grazing grounds become dry, 
they move to new and greener pastures.

 Pastoral life was sustained by their sense of judgment:
	 1. To know how long one must stay in an area.
	 2. To know where they could find food and water.
	 3. To assess and calculate the timings of their movement.
 Their ability to set up a relationship with the farmers so that the herds could graze on the harvested fields.

Key Terms

  Pastoralism: The branch of agriculture concerned with the raising of livestock. It is a form of animal husbandry 
where the caring, tending and extraction of animal products is done from animals such as camels, goats, cattle, 
yaks, llamas, and sheep.

  Nomads: People who move from one place to another to earn their living.
  Bugyal: Vast meadows in the high mountains of Garhwal and Kumaon.
  Gujjar: Pastoral agricultural tribe of Kangra, great herders of goat and sheep.
  Kafila: Groups of many people who come together for a certain journey.
  Raikas: Pastoralists of Rajasthan.
  Banjaras: Well-known group of graziers, found in the villages of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan and Madhya 

Pradesh.
  Kharif: The summer or monsoon crop, usually harvested between September and October.
  Rabi: The winter crop , usually harvested after March.
  Stubble: Lower ends of grain stalks left in the ground after harvesting.

subjective  tyPe  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. In what way does the interaction of the pastoralists 
with the other communities benefit both? Explain 
with the example of any one pastoral community. 

U   (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. The pastoralists move from one place to another 
with their goods such as wool, ghee and other 
pastoral products. They exchanged these goods 
with clothes, grains, utensils from other settled 
communities. Pastoralists also transported goods 
from other parts of the continent to the local 
markets. At times they even carried food for 
armies during war times.  (1 + 2 = 3)

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016] 3

Q. 2. Describe how the movement of the Kurumas and 
Kurubas is defined by the requirement of their 
cattle. A  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) Alternation of monsoons and dry season in dry 
central plateau of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 
defines the movement of the Kurumas and Kurubas.

 (ii) They move from the cultivated patches near the 
woods to the coastal tract during the dry season.

 (iii) They leave the coastal area for the dry plateau when 
the rain arrives and the herd has to be shifted. Their 
buffaloes like the wet conditions of the monsoon 
month. (1×3=3)

Q. 3. List any three factors that the pastoral groups have 
to consider to sustain their life.       
 (Board Term II, 2015)

OR

   Discuss the three factors on which the life of 
pastoralists depend.  A  
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 Ans. (i) The life of these groups was sustained by a 
careful consideration of a lot of factors.

 (ii) They have to judge the weather to understand 
how long the herds could stay in one area.

 (iii) They have to know where they could find water 
and pasture.

 (iv) They need to calculate the timing of their movement.
 (v) They need to strike a relationship with farmers on 

their way to ensure that they could move through 
different territories and the herds could graze in 
harvested fields and manure the soil. (Any three)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015) 3

Q. 4. Describe the life of pastoralists inhabiting the 
mountains of India.   A  (Board Term II, 2015)

 Ans. (i) The Gujjar Bakarwals of Jammu and Kashmir, 
the Gaddi shepherds of Himachal Pradesh, the 
Gujjar cattle herders of Garhwal and Kumaon, 
the Bhotiyas, the Sherpas and Kinnauris move 
annually between their summer and winter 
grazing grounds, governed by their cyclic 
seasonal movements.

 (ii) They adjust their movements to seasonal chang-
es and make effective use of available pastures 
in different places. When pastures are exhausted 
or unstable in one place, they move their herds 
to new areas.  (1½+1½=3)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015)

Q. 5. Describe how the movement of the Gujjar 
Bakarwals is defined by the requirement of their 
cattle. A  (Board Term II, 2015)

 Ans. (i) The Gujjar Bakarwals move from one place to 
another between the summer and winter pasture 
land along with their goats and sheep.

 (ii) They move with their herd and flock in the 
Himalayas in search of new pastures.

 (iii) When the pasture in one place is exhausted and 
the mountains are covered with snow, they move 
to the lower hills of the Shivalik range where the 
grass is green and the weather becomes favourable 
for the herd.

 (iv) When the snow melts and the mountains are lush 
green, they return for the rich grass for their herd.

   (Any three) 
(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015) (1 × 3 = 3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students mention about the general nomads 
and the reason of their movement from one 
place to another.

Answering Tip 

  The students have to specifically  mention 
about the Gujjar Bakarwals. 

Long Answer Type Questions    (5 marks each)

Q. 1. What are the expectations of the pastoralist 
communities from the government today? What 
role can they play in the economy and conservation 
of environment in the hilly and dry regions.  R

 (Board Term II, 2016, 2015) 

 Ans. They expect equal treatment and access to 
reservation in government jobs. They expect to be 
allowed customary rights on land, on canal water, 
forest products, etc.

 (i) Subsistence farming allows the land to recover its 
fertility and is suitable in arid zones.

 (ii) Thus, they do not overexploit the land or use any 
chemicals or ground water for cultivation.

 (iii) They do not overuse the soil as they do not dig too 
deep nor do they cultivate for commercial use.

 (iv) Allow pastures to recover.
 (v) Do not overexploit forests.
 (vi) Their cattle provide manure to the field of  

farmers.
 (vii) They live in harmony with nature.
 (viii) Their livelihood practices help in maintaining 

ecological balance.
 (ix) Many communities worship and protect flora and 

fauna.    (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016) (2+3=5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students write about the current policies of 
government.

Answering Tip 

  Students need to mention the pastoral 
community’s close and healthy relationship 
with nature.

Q. 2.  Who were Banjaras? Describe the life of Banjaras.
   (Board Term II, 2014, 2013, 2012)

OR
 Who were the Banjaras? In which part of the 

country could they be found? Why did they travel 
long distance? R  (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. Banjaras are well-known group of graziers.
  They are found in the villages of Uttar Pradesh, 

Punjab, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh  and 
Maharashtra.

 (i) They move long distances for selling their products 
and bring back necessary items for their use.
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 (ii) They sell plough cattle and other goods to villagers 
in exchange for grain and foods.

 (iii) Their livelihood depends on their movement to 
right areas where they find the sources of their 
livelihood. (1+1+3=5)

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012)
Q. 3. Who are the pastoral nomads ? Describe any four 

features.  A  (Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. Pastoral nomads are those groups who earn 
their livelihood by subsistence farming and cattle 
rearing.

  Features :
 (i) They move from place to place with their cattle in 

search of pastures, farming and cattle rearing.
 (ii) Their movement is seasonal and is guided by the 

need of their flock.
 (iii) They raise cattle, camels, goats, sheep, etc.
 (iv) They sell milk, meat, animal skin and wool.
 (v) Some also earn through trade and transport.
 (vi) Others combine pastoral activity with agriculture.

(Any four) (1 + 4 = 5)
                                               (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013)

Commonly Made Error 

  Instead of Pastoral Nomads, students wrote the 
definition of Nomads.

Answering Tip 

  Students should define postoral nomads, what 
they do for their living and their features.

Q. 4.  Explain why nomadic tribes need to move from 
one place to another. What are the advantages to 
the environment of this continuous movement? U

  (NCERT)
 Ans. Reasons for nomadic tribes moving from one place 

to another:
 (i) The nomadic tribes do not have regular fields of 

their own.
 (ii) Some of them live in the high hills of the Himalayas 

along with their cattle and they have to shift in the 
low hills from September to April, because at this 
time, the high hills are covered with snow.

 (iii) With the onset of summer, as the snow melts 
and the hills sides get covered with greenery and 
a variety of grasses, they march northwards in 
search of new grazing grounds. 

 (iv) Again, with the onset of winter, as the snow covers 
the mountains, they begin their downward journey 
in search of food and fodder for their cattle.

  The movement of the nomadic pastoralists from 
upwards leads to natural restoration of vegetation 
grounds. The continuous shifting provides 
abundant fodder for the cattle at high mountains 
as well as on the lower hills. This also helps in 
maintaining the quality of pasture land. (4+1=5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students mention vague reasons of nomads 
displacement.

Answering Tip 

  The students need to mention the reasons why 
they move from one place to another and how 
it benefits the environment.

Topic-2 Colonial Rule and Pastoral Life

Revision Notes

What happens to Pastoralism under colonialism and modern state?

  Colonial rule had far-reaching effects on the pastoralists and their lives. With the advent 
of colonialism, the pastoralists found that their movements became restricted, the grazing 
grounds for their cattle reduced in size and the revenue they had to pay increased.

  In addition, their agricultural stock dwindled and their trade and crafts were on the verge of 
destruction. 

	 Land was very important for the colonial state. It brought revenue as well as produced crops, 
both food as well as cash crops. Land revenue was the main source of finance for the state and 
cash crops were required for the British industries in England. Hence, all such land that was 
not cultivated, was regarded as wasteland, which could be brought under cultivation.

Scan to know 
more about  
this topic

Colonial Rule and 
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  During the mid–19th century onwards, ‘Wasteland Rules’ were enacted to bring cultivated land under cultivation. 

This greatly reduced the area of land which was being used as pastures by pastoral herds. 

  Pastures began to decline at an alarming speed.

Introduction of Forest Acts:

  Certain Forest Acts were enacted in different provinces. This happened in the middle of the 19th century. According 
to these Acts, forests were categorised as ‘Reserved’ and ‘Protected.’ Those forests which produced commercial 
timber were known as ‘Reserved,’  while those in which some customary pastoral rights were granted but their 
movements were severely restricted were known as ‘Protected’. 

  These Acts changed the lives of pastoralists. Their entry into the forests was restricted. They were issued permits 
which had details of their entry and exit from the forest areas. These passes also specified the dates so that they 
could enter the forest. They could not remain in the forest at their will and in areas of their choice.

  The colonial government wanted to rule over a settled population and not a nomadic one. They were highly 
suspicious of the nomadic pastoralists. 

  The colonial government passed the ‘Criminal Tribes Act’ in 1871 by which certain communities were classified as 
criminal by nature and birth. They had to live within a notified area and could not move without a permit. They 
were constantly under the supervision of the village policemen.

  The colonial government imposed taxes on land, water, trade goods, etc. They even imposed a tax on animals. 
Grazing tax was also introduced in the grazing tracts. The pastoralists had to pay a tax on every animal they had, 
in addition to the grazing tax. The system of tax collection was very rigid.    

  Coping with changes: 
  (1) Some reduced the number of cattle in their herds.
  (2) Some discovered new pastures. 
  (3) Richer pastoralists started buying land and gave up their nomadic life.
  (4) Most lost their cattle and became labourers.
  (5) While some become settled peasants, others took to more extensive trading.

Key Terms 

   Wasteland Rules: Wasteland Rules were enacted in various parts of the country. By these rules, uncultivated land 
was taken over and given to selected individuals.

  Reserved forest: Those forests which produced commercial timber were known as Reserved forests.

  Protected forest: Those forests in which some customary pastoral rights were granted but their movements were 
severely restricted were known as ‘Protected’. 

  Criminal Tribes Act: The Criminal Tribes Act was passed in 1871 by which many nomadic communities were 
declared as criminal tribes.

Example
    Describe five main features of the Criminal Tribes 

Act introduced by the colonial government in 
India.

Answer: 
 Step 1: By this Act, many communities of craftsmen, 

traders and pastoralists were classified as Criminal 
Tribes. They were stated to be criminal by nature 
and birth.

 Step 2: These communities were expected to live 
only in notified village settlements. They were not 
allowed to move out without permit.

 Step 3: The village police kept a continuous watch 
on them. Settled groups were considered peaceful 
and law abiding.

 Step 4: Nomads were considered criminals. Because 
of their movement, the nomads could not be taxed, 
identified or controlled.
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subjective  tyPe  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. “New territorial boundaries have adversely 
affected the pastoral and trading activities of the 
Indian Nomads.” Explain. 

  A  (Board Term II, 2017)

 Ans. (i) For instance, after partition in 1947, the camel 
and sheep herding Raikas, could no longer move 
into Sindh and graze their camels on the banks of 
the Indus as they had done earlier.

 (ii) The new political boundaries between India and 
Pakistan stopped their movement.

 (iii) So they had to find new places to go.
 (iv) In recent years, they have been migrating to 

Haryana where sheep can graze on agricultural 
fields after the harvests.

 (v) This is the time that the fields need manure that 
the animals provide. (Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017)

Q. 2. How did the Forest Acts affect the life of 
pastoralists?   U  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) The Forest Acts were enacted to protect 
and preserve forests for timber which was of 
commercial importance. These Acts changed the 
life of pastoralists. 

 (ii) They were now prevented from entering those 
forests that had earlier provided valuable forage 
for their cattle. 

 (iii) They were issued permits which monitored their 
entry into and exit from forests. They could not 
stay in the forests for as much time as they wished 
because the permit specified the number of days 
and hours they could spend in the forests. The 
permit ruled their lives.                                (1×3=3)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)

Long Answer Type Questions    (5 marks each)

Q. 1. State any five ways in which the various laws 
passed by the Britishers affected the Indian 

pastoralists.   A  (Board Term II, 2016 KVS)

 Ans. The various Forest Acts, changed the lives of 
pastoralists. They had to face severe hardship for 
villagers across the country.

 (i) After the Acts, all their everyday practices such as 
cutting wood for their houses, grazing their cattle, 
collecting fruits and roots, hunting and fishing, 
became illegal.

 (ii) People were now forced to steal wood from the 
forests, and if they were caught, they were at the 
mercy of the forest guards who would take bribes 
from them.

 (iii) Women who collected fuel wood were seriously 
concerned.

 (iv) It was also common for police constables and forest 
guards to harass people by demanding free food 
from them. (1×5=5)

Q. 2. Why did the Colonial Government introduce the 
Forest Acts? In what ways did these impact the 
lives of the pastoralists ?    R   (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) The colonial officials believed that grazing 
destroyed saplings. The herds trampled over 
young shoots of trees on the forest floor.

 (ii) Herds munched away the shoots.

 (iii) Prevented new trees from growing in the forests.
 (iv) So, customary grazing rights of the pastoralists 

were to be restricted.
Impact of Forest Acts on the lives of pastoralists.
 (i) The pastoralists were not allowed to access or 

enter the protected forests. The nomads were 
issued permits for entry.

 (ii) The timing and the entry in the forests was 
specified. Their movements were regulated.

 (iii) The number of days, they could remain in the 
forests was limited.

 (iv) They could not remain in an area even if rich 
fodder was available. They had to move because 
the Forest Department permits that had been 
issued to them now ruled their lives.

 (v) If they overstayed in the forest, they were fined.
(Any three) 2+3=5

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)

Q. 3. How have the pastoralists coped with changes in 
the modern times? Write any five steps.  U

   (Board Term II 2016, 2012)

Ans. (i) When pasture lands in one place was closed then 
they changed the direction of their movement. 
For examples Raikas.

 (ii) They reduced the size of the herd.
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 (iii) They combined pastoral activity with other forms 
of income and adapted to the changes in the 
modern world.

 (iv) Richer pastoralists started buying land and gave 
up their nomadic life.

 (v) Some became settled peasants, cultivating land.
 (vi) Some took to more extensive trading.
 (vii) Many poor pastoralists borrowed money from 

moneylenders to survive.

 (viii) Many lost their cattle and sheep and became 
labourers, worked on fields or in small towns.

 (ix) After 1947, new political boundaries between 
India and Pakistan stopped the movement of the 
camel and sheep herding Raikas.

 (x) They could no longer move into Sindh and graze 
their camels on the banks of the Indus as they 
had done earlier. So, they had to find new places 
to move around. They have been migrating to 
Haryana where sheep can graze on agricultural 
fields after the harvests are cut. (Any three) 
(1 × 5 = 5)

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)

Q. 4. Why did the colonial government pass the law 
‘Criminal Tribes Act’ and imposed grazing Tax? R

    (Board Term II, KVS, 2015)
OR

  When and why did the colonial government in 
India pass the Criminal Tribes Act?

   (Board Term II, 2013, 2011)
OR

 What was the Criminal Tribes Act? How did it 
affect the lives of pastoralists? Mention any four 
points.  (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. Criminal Tribes Act and its effects on people :
 (i) The Britishers were suspicious of nomadic people. 

They wanted the rural people to live in villages, in         
fixed places with fixed rights on particular fields.

 (ii) They felt that such a population would be easy to 
identify and control.

 (iii) Nomadic people were considered to be criminal. 
Therefore, in 1871, the Criminal Tribes Act was 
passed.

 (iv) By this Act, many communities of traders, 
craftsmen and pastoralists were stated to be 
criminals by nature and birth. These communities 
were expected to live only in notified village 
settlements. They were not allowed to move 
without a permit. A continuous watch on them 
was kept by the village police. (4 × 1¼ = 5)

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013, 2012)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students got confused between Forest Act & 
Tribes Act, sometimes they wrote about Forest 
Acts.

Answering Tip 

  Students must understand the importance of 
implementing the Criminal Tribes Act and their 
effect on people.

Q. 5. Explain the main provisions of the Forest Laws 
and the Criminal Tribes Act. How did they affect 
the life of the pastoralists ? U

(Board Term II, 2013, 2012)

 Ans. Main provisions of the Forest Laws :
 (i) Pastoralists now were prevented from entering 

many forests that had earlier provided valuable 
forage for their cattle.

 (ii) Even in the areas where they were allowed to 
enter, their movements were now restricted. 
Permit had to be taken in advance.

 (iii) Timing of their entry and exit was specified.
 (iv) Many pastoralists had to move away because of 

extensive restrictions.  (Any three)
  Main provisions of the Criminal Tribes Act :
 (i) In 1871, the Colonial Government in India passed 

Criminal Tribes Act. According to this, many
  communities of craftsman, traders, pastoralists 

were classified as criminal tribes.
 (ii) They were stated to be criminal by nature and by 

birth. These communities were expected to live 
only in notified village settlements. The village 
police kept continuous watch on them.  (3+2=5)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013, 2012)
Q. 6.  How did the pasture lands decline in India? 

Describe the impact of the shortage of the pasture 
land on the lives of pastoralists?  A

 (Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. (i) When grazing lands were taken over and 
turned into cultivated fields, the available area for 
pasture land declined.

 (ii) The reservation of forests meant that shepherds 
and cattle herders could no longer freely graze 
their cattle in the forest. 

  Impact on the lives of pastoralists : 
 (i) It led to continuous intensive grazing of the 

pastures available and then moving to other 
places.

 (ii) These pastoral movements allowed time for the 
natural restoration of vegetation growth.

 (iii) When restrictions were imposed on pastoral 
movements, grazing lands started to be 
continuously used and the quality of pastures 
declined.  (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013) 
 (2+3=5)
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Topic-3 Pastoralism in Africa

Revision Notes

  Even today, over 22 million Africans depend on some form of pastoral activity for their livelihood. They include 
communities like Bedouins, Berbers, Maasai, Somali, Boran and Turkana. Most of them now live in the semi-arid 
grasslands or arid deserts where rainfed agriculture is difficult. 

  They raise cattle, camels, goats, sheep and donkeys; and they sell milk, meat, animal skin 
and wool. Some also earn through trade and transport, others combine pastoral activity with 
agriculture; still others do a variety of odd jobs to supplement their meagre and uncertain 
earnings from pastoralism.

  The Maasai cattle herders live primarily in east Africa: 300, 000 in southern Kenya and another 
150,000 in Tanzania.

  These  cattle herders live primarily in the East Africa. Rules, laws and regulations have changed 
their way of life. There are many problems which they have faced, the most prominent one 
being continuous loss of their grazing grounds. 

  Where have the Grazing Lands gone?
  The Maasais have faced is the continuous loss of their grazing lands. Before colonial times, Maasailand stretched 

over a vast area from north Kenya to the steppes of northern Tanzania.
  In the late nineteenth century, European imperial powers scrambled for territorial possessions in Africa, slicing up 

the region into different colonies. In 1885, Maasailand was cut into half with an international boundary between 
British Kenya and German Tanganyika.

  Subsequently, the best grazing lands were gradually taken over for people and the Maasai were pushed into a 
small area in Kenya and south Kenya and north Tanzania.

  Reasons : In the 19th century, European imperial powers scrambled for territorial possessions in Africa. They 
divided the region into different colonies. The best grazing grounds were taken over by the white settlements. 
Grazing grounds were converted to cultivated land and national parks and game reserves. The Kaokoland herders 
have faced a similar fate.

   From the late nineteenth century, the British colonial government in east Africa also encouraged local peasant 
communities to expand cultivation. As cultivation expanded, pasture lands were turned into cultivated fields. In 
pre- colonial times, the Maasai pastoralists had dominated their agricultural neighbours both economically and 
politically. By the end of colonial rule, the situation had reversed.

  Large areas of grazing land were also turned into game reserves like the Maasai Mara and Samburu National Park 
in Kenya and Serengeti Park in Tanzania.

  The loss of the finest grazing lands and water resources created pressure on the small area of land that the Maasai 
were confined within.

  The Borders are Closed
 From the late nineteenth century, the colonial government began imposing various restrictions on their 

mobility. Like the Maasai, other pastoral groups were also forced to live within the confines of special reserves. 
Those found guilty of disobeying the rules were severely punished.

 The new territorial boundaries and restrictions imposed on them suddenly changed the lives of pastoralists. 
This adversely affected both their pastoral and trading activities. 

  When Pastures Dry
 Drought affects the life of pastoralists everywhere. When rains fail and pastures are dry, cattle are likely to 

starve unless they can be moved to areas where forage is available. 
 But from the colonial period, the Maasai were bound down to a fixed area, confined within a reserve, and 

prohibited from moving in search of pastures. In just two years of severe drought, 1933 and 1934, over half the 
cattle in the Maasai Reserve died.

  Not All were Equally Affected
 In pre- colonial times Maasai society was divided into two social categories – elders and warriors. The elders 

formed the ruling group and met in periodic councils to decide on the affairs of the community and settle 
disputes.

 The warriors consisted of younger people, mainly responsible for the protection of the tribe.
 Raiding was important in a society where cattle was wealth. Young men came to be recognised as members 

of the warrior class when they proved their manliness by raiding the cattle of other pastoral groups and 
participating in wars. They, however, were subject to the authority of the elders.

Scan to know 
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 To administer the affairs of the Maasai, the British introduced a series of measures that had important 

implications. They appointed chiefs of different sub-groups of Maasai, who were made responsible for 
the affairs of the tribe. The British imposed various restrictions on raiding and warfare. Consequently, the 
traditional authority of both elders and warriors was adversely affected.

 The chiefs appointed by the colonial government often accumulated wealth over time. They had a regular 
income with which they could buy animals, goods and land. They lent money to poor neighbours who needed 
cash to pay taxes. Many of them began living in towns, and became involved in trade.

 The social changes in Maasai society occurred at two levels. First, the traditional difference based on age, 
between the elders and warriors, was disturbed, though it did not break down entirely. Second, a new 
distinction between the wealthy and poor pastoralists was developed.

Key Terms 

   Pastoral community in Africa : Bedouins, Berbers, Maasai, Somali, Boran and Turkana.

  Maasai : The Maasai are nomadic people inhabiting in Southern Kenya and Northern Tanzania.

subjective  tyPe  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. How did the colonial laws and regulations reshape 
the social relationships of the Maasai herder ?   
  U  (Board Term II, 2016)

OR

  State any three measures introduced by 
the British to administer the affairs of the 
Maasai.  A  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. To administer the affairs of the Maasai, the 
British introduced a series of measures that had 
important implications.

 (i) They appointed Chiefs of different sub-groups of 
Maasai.

 (ii) The newly appointed chiefs were made 
responsible for the affairs of the tribes.

 (iii) Restrictions were imposed on raiding and 
warfare.

 (iv) The traditional authority of both elders and 
warriors were adversely affected.

 (v) The chiefs appointed by the colonial government 
accumulated wealth over time. 

 (vi) They had a regular income with which they could 
buy animals, goods and land.

 (vii) These chiefs managed to survive the devastations 
of war and drought.

(Any other relevant point) (Any three) 
(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016) (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 2. How did the policy of the British colonial 
government reverse the position of the Maasai 
and their agricultural neighbours by the end of 
colonial rule?  R  (Board Term II, 2014)

 Ans. (i) The British colonial government in East Africa 
encouraged local peasant communities to expand 
cultivation.

 (ii) Pasture lands were turned into cultivated fields.
 (iii) Pastoralists could not enter, hunt animals or graze 

their herds in these areas.
 (iv) By the end of the colonial rule, the situation had 

reversed. (Any three) 
 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2014) (1 × 3 =3)

Q. 3. How did grazing lands of Africa turn into use for 
other activities?  U  (Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. (i) Since the late nineteenth century, the British 
colonial government in East Africa encouraged 
local peasant communities to expand cultivation. 
As cultivation expanded, pasture lands were 
turned into cultivated field.

 (ii) Large areas of grazing land were also turned into 
game reserves, like the Maasai. Mara and Sanburu 
National Park in Kenya and Serengeti Park in 
Tanzania.

 (iii) Best grazing lands were gradually taken over for 
white settlement.                                           (1×3=3)

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013]

Q. 4. Explain any three restrictions imposed on the 
pastoral groups of Africa.  U

   (Board Term II, 2014, 2013, 2012)
 Ans. (i) The Maasai and other pastoral groups were 

forced to live within the confines of special reserves.
 (ii) They were not allowed to move out with their stock 

without special permits.
 (iii) The pastoralists were also not allowed to enter the 

markets in white areas.
 (iv) Those found guilty of disobeying the rules were 

strictly punished.
 (v) They were prohibited from participating in any 

form of trade.  (Any three) (1×3=3)
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Long Answer Type Questions    (5 marks each)

Q. 1. “Many ecologists feel that pastoralism is still 
relevant in dry and mountainous regions”. 
Describe the statement.  A

 (Board Term II,  2017)

 Ans. This statement is true, because:
 (i) They do not overuse land.
 (ii) They allow pastures to recover.
 (iii) They do not over-exploit forests.
 (iv) Subsistence farming allows the land to recover its 

fertility and in suitable in arid zones.
 (v) They worship and conserve flora and fauna.
 (vi) Their cattle provide manure to the filed of farmers.
 (vii) They live in harmony with nature.
 (viii) Their livelihood practice help in maintain 

ecological balance.
 (ix) They trade in goods needed by the settled 

communities like forests, cattle products 
agricultural implements etc. (Any five) (1×5=5)

  (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017)

Q. 2. How were the Chiefs of Maasai Community 
appointed by the colonial government benefitted?
  U  (Board Term II, 2017) 

 Ans. (i) The traditional authority of both elders and 
warriors was adversely affected.

 (ii) The chiefs appointed by the colonial government 
collected wealth and bought animals, goods and 
land.

 (iii) The chiefs started lending money to the poor 
neighbours who needed it to pay taxes.

 (iv) They became traders and started living in towns.
 (v) Their families lived in villages and took care of 

herds.
  The chiefs had pastoral and non- pastoral incomes.
 (1×5=5)
  (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017)

Q. 3. Give reasons to explain why the Maasai community 
lost their grazing lands.  U

(Board Term II 2016, 2012, 2011)

 Ans. The Maasai community lost their grazing lands 
due to following reasons:

 (i) In the late 19th century, the European imperial 
powers scrambled for territorial possessions in 
Africa, which led to slicing up the region into 
different colonies. In 1885, Maasai land was cut 
into half with an international boundary between 
British Kenya and German Tanganyika.

 (ii) The best grazing lands were taken over by the 
white settlers.

 (iii) The Maasais were confined into a small area. They 
were confined to an arid zone with uncertain 
rainfall and poor pastures.

 (iv) Local peasant communities were encouraged 
by the British Colonial Government to expand 
cultivation and pasture lands were turned into 
cultivated fields.

 (v) Large areas of Maasai grazing lands were 
converted into game reserves and pastoralists 
were not allowed to enter these reserves.

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016) (1 × 5 = 5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Most of the students write about the basic 
reason.

Answering Tip 

  Students should learn the specifications of the 
particular community asked for. 

Q. 4. How were the Maasai herders affected by the 
drawing of an international boundary between 
British, Kenya and German Tanganyika in 1885?
  U  (Board Term II, 2015)

 Ans. (i) The continuous loss of their grazing lands.
 (ii) Maasai land was divided between British Kenya 

and German Tanganyika.
 (iii) The Maasai were confined to an arid zone.
 (iv) Pasture lands were turned into cultivated fields.
 (v) Grazing land was turned into game reserves like 

the Maasai Mara and Samburu National Park in 
Kenya and Serengeti Park in Tanzania.

 (vi) Pastoralists were not allowed to enter these           
reserves for hunting or grazing.

 (vii) Grazing within a small area meant deterioration of 
the quality of pastures and malnutrition and death 
of herds.

 (viii) They were not allowed to move out from the 
reserves with their stock without special permits.

 (ix) This adversely affected both their pastoral and 
trading activities. (Any five) (1 × 5 = 5) 

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015)

Commonly Made Error 

  The students take that the Maasai tribe can be 
found any where across Africa .

Answering Tip 

  The Maasai tribe is an iconic Nilotic group 
inhabiting northern, central and southern 
Kenya and Northern Tanzania.
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objective  tyPe  Questions (1 mark each)

A Multiple Choice Questions

Q. 1. Who are ‘Pastoral Nomads’?
 (A) Skilled forest cutters
 (B) Those who move from one place to another
 (C) Farmers
 (D) Cattle dealers   C , U

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 2. Which of these was supplied by nomads?
 (A) Paper (B) Wool
 (C) Food (C) Water R

Ans. Option (B) is correct.  
Q. 3. What are Bugyals? 
 (A) Pastures lands on above 12,000 feet high 

mountains
 (B) Pastures lands on above 1,200 feet high 

mountains
 (C) Pastures lands on above 22,000 feet high 

mountains
 (D) Pastures lands on above 120 feet high 

mountains   U

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 4. Why did the pastoral nomads raise cattle?
 (A) They were fond of animals
 (B) For selling milk
 (C) For trading cattle for some other items
 (D) They used cattle to protect themselves from 

external attack   A

Ans.  Option (B) is correct. 
Q. 5. Gaddi is an important pastoral community of 

which region?
 (A) Rajasthan (B) Himachal Pradesh
 (C) Kerala (D) Assam R

Ans. Option (B) is correct.  
Q. 6. What are Dhars?
 (A) High Meadows (B) Grasslands
 (C) Barren land (D) Fertile soil U
Ans. Option (A) is correct.  
Q. 7.  Which of these is a pastoral community of the 

Himalayan region?
 (A) Charan (B) Huns
 (C) Dhangar (D) Sherpas R
Ans.  Option (D) is correct. 
Q. 8. The continuous movement of the pastoral 

community helps in
 (A) maintaining health of the pastoral community
 (B) recovery of pastures
 (C) commercial activity
 (D) building new houses   E , A
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

Q. 9. Which of these is a cattle herder from the central 
plateau of India.

 (A) Kinnauris (B) Sherpas
 (C) Gollas (D) Gaddi R

Ans. Option (C) is correct.  
Q. 10. Which seasonal movements affect the Dhangars of 

Maharashtra?
 (A) Alternate monsoon and dry seasons
 (B) Winters
 (C) Summers
 (D) Spring   R
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 11. To which state did Raikas belong?
 (A) Haryana (B) Rajasthan
 (C) Uttar Pradesh (D) Assam R
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

Q. 12. What did the Munduruku people of the Brazilian 
Amazon who lived in villages cultivate?

 (A) Manioc (B) Maize
 (C) Wheat (D) Mahua R

Ans.  Option (A) is correct. 

Q. 13. When was the Tribal Criminal Act Passed? 
 (A) In 1875 (B) In 1871
 (C) In 1817 (D) In 1971 R

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 14. Who were suspicious of nomadic people?
 (A)  Other nomadic communities
 (B) The Dutch
 (C) The Persians
 (D) The British Officials   R

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 15. Which of these animals were reared by the 

Maasais?
 (A) Dogs (B) Monkeys
 (C) Cats (D) Camels R

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 16. In pre-colonial period, the African society was 

divided into how many categories? 
 (A) Elders and warriors (B) Only elders
 (C) Rulers (D) Only warriors R
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 17. Where did the Maasai cattle herders live primarily?
 (A) In South Africa (B) In North America
 (C) In Asia (D) In East Africa R
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 18. Which of these is a pastoral community in Africa?
 (A) Hadza (B) Somali 
 (C) Dorobo (D) Waata R
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
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B State whether True or False

(a) Gujjar are the nomadic tribe of Kangra.
(b) Pastoral nomads earn their livelihood by 

subsistence farming and cattle rearing.
(c) Wasteland Rules were enacted to bring cultivated 

land under cultivation.
(d) The Dutch were suspicious of nomadic people.
(e) The Massai were a group of farmers that lived in 

southern part of Africa.
Ans. (a) False, (b) True, (c) True, (d) False, (e) False

C Fill in the Blanks

(a) Boran were a part of African ___________________ 
community.

(b) Raikas are the pastoralist of ______________.
(c) With the advent of __________________, the 

movement of pastoralists were restricted.
(d) The African pastoralist were not allowed to enter 

the ____________ in white areas.
(e) The Reserved forests produced ______________.
Ans. (a) Pastoralist, (b) Rajasthan, (c) Colonialism, 

(d) Markets, (e) Commercial timber

D Match the following

Column-I Column-II

(a) Criminal Tribes Act (i) Move continuously 
from one place to 
another

(b) Nomadic Tribes (ii) Vast meadows

(c) Gujjar Bakarwals (iii) Elders and warriors

(d) Massai (iv) Many nomadic 
communities were 
declared as criminal 
tribes

(e) Bugyal (v) Jammu & Kashmir

Ans. (a)-(iv); (b)-(i); (c)-(v); (d)-(iii); (e)-(ii)

E Answer the following in one 
word/one sentence

(a) What theory/ideas lays emphasis on restructuring 
the society?

Ans. Socialism
(b) Who are nomads? 
Ans. Nomads are people who do not live in one place 

but move from one area to another to earn their 
living.

(c) Name Pastoral nomads of Jammu & Kashmir. 

Ans. Gujjar Bakarwals

(d) What is Bhabar?

Ans. It is a dry forested area below the foothills of 
Garhwal and Kumaun.

(e) Where do Gujjar herders go in the summer?

Ans. Buggals

(f) Name Pastoral community of Maharashtra.

Ans. Dhangars

(g) What do you mean by stubble?

Ans. The lower ends of grain stalks left in the ground 
after harvesting is called Stubble.

(h) Where is community of Banjaras found in India?

Ans. In the villages of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.

F Assertion and Reason
 In the questions given below, there are two 

statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason 
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct 
option. 

 Options:
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct 

explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is not the 

correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is correct but (R) is wrong.
(d) (A) is wrong but (R) is correct. 

Q. 1. Assertion (A): The life of these pastoral groups was 
sustained by a careful consideration of a host of 
factors.

  Reason (R): They combined a range of different 
activities—cultivation, trade and herding to make 
their living.

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 2. Assertion (A): To colonial officials all uncultivated 

land appeared to be unproductive.
  Reason (R): Some forests which produced 

commercially valuable timber like Deodar or Sal 
were declared ‘Reserved’.

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 3.  Assertion (A): One of the problems the Massais 

have forced is the continuous loss of their grazing 
lands. 

 Reason (R): Before colonial times, Massailand 
stretched over a vast area from North Kenya to the 
Steppes of Northern Tanzania.

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 4. Assertion (A): Massai society was divided into two 

social categories called elders and warriors.
  Reason (R): The warriors consisted of younger 

people, mainly responsible for the protection of the 
tribe.

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
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G Correct and rewrite the 
sentences

Q. 1. When grazing lands were taken over and turned 
into pastoral fields, the available area of pasture 
land declined.

Ans.  When grazing lands were taken over and turned 
into cultivated fields, the available area of pasture 
land declined.

Q. 2. Overfed cattle died in large numbers during 
scarcities and famines. 

Ans.  Underfed cattle died in large numbers during 
scarcities and famines.

Q. 3. Both group of Raikas herded camels and reared 
sheep and goat.

Ans.  One group of Raikas herded camels and another 
group reared sheep and goat.

Q. 4. In 1875, the Colonial government in India passed 
the Criminal Tribes Act. 

Ans.  In 1871, the Colonial government in India passed 
the Criminal Tribes Act.

Q. 5. The warriors had a regular income with which 
they bought animals, goods and land.

Ans.  The chiefs had a regular income with which they 
bought animals, goods and land.

Q. 6. After 1947, the camel and sheep herding Raikas 
could still move into Sindh and graze their camels 
on the banks of river Indus.

Ans.  After 1947, the camel and sheep herding Raikas 
could no longer move into Sindh and graze their 
camels on the banks of river Indus.

H Identify the following images

Q. 1.  

 
Ans.  Gaddi sheep being sheared.
Q. 2. 

 
Ans.   A Camel fair at Pushkar. 
Q. 3. 

 
Ans.   The Warriors of Massai.

coMPetency based Questions (4 marks each)

Case based MCQs
   I. Read the source given below and answer the 

following questions:  C  (1+1+1+1=4)

  Even today the Gujjar Bakarwals of Jammu and 
Kashmir are great herders of goat and sheep. Many 
of them migrated to this region in the nineteenth 
century in search of pastures for their animals. 
Gradually, over the decades, they established 
themselves in the area, and moved annually 
between their summer and winter grazing grounds. 
In winter, when the high mountains were covered 
with snow, they lived with their herds in the low 
hills of the Siwalik range. The dry scrub forests here 
provided pasture for their herds. By the end of April 
they began their northern march for their summer 
grazing grounds. Several households came together 

for this journey, forming what is known as a kafila. 
They crossed the Pir Panjal passes and entered the 
valley of Kashmir. With the onset of summer, the 
snow melted and the mountain sides were lush 
green. The variety of grasses that sprouted provided 
rich nutritious forage for the animal herds. By end 
September the Bakarwals were on the move again, 
this time on their downward journey, back to 
their winter base. When the high mountains were 
covered with snow, the herds were grazed in the 
low hills.

 1. Gujjar Bakarwals belong to:
 (A) Himachal Pradesh
 (B) Jammu & Kashmir
 (C) Rajasthan
 (D) Maharastra

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
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 2. Many of them migrated to this region in the:
 (A) 19th century
 (B) 18th century
 (C) 20th century
 (D) 17th century

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

 3. They moved annually between their ..................... 
grazing ground.

 (A) spring and summer
 (B) autumn and summer
 (C) summer and winter
 (D) winter and autumn

Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 4. By the end ..................... the Bakarwals were on the 
move, this time on their downwards journey, back 
to their winter base.

 (A) August
 (B) October
 (C) November
 (D) September

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

  II. Read the source given below and answer the 

following questions:  C  (1+1+1+1=4)

  Dhangars were an important pastoral community 
of Maharashtra. In the early twentieth century 
their population in this region was estimated 
to be 467,000. Most of them were shepherds, 
some were blanket weavers, and still others were 
buffalo herders. The Dhangar shepherds stayed 
in the central plateau of Maharashtra during the 
monsoon. This was a semi-arid region with low 
rainfall and poor soil. It was covered with thorny 
scrub. Nothing but dry crops like bajra could be 
sown here. In the monsoon this tract became a vast 
grazing ground for the Dhangar flocks. By October 
the Dhangars harvested their bajra and started on 
their move west. After a march of about a month 
they reached the Konkan. This was a flourishing 
agricultural tract with high rainfall and rich soil. 
Here the shepherds were welcomed by Konkani 
peasants. After the kharif harvest was cut at this 
time, the fields had to be fertilised and made ready 
for the rabi harvest. Dhangar flocks manured the 
fields and fed on the stubble. The Konkani peasants 
also gave supplies of rice which the shepherds took 
back to the plateau where grain was scarce. With 
the onset of the monsoon the Dhangars left the 
Konkan and the coastal areas with their flocks and 
returned to their settlements on the dry plateau.

 1. Dhangars were an important Pastoral community 
of—

 (A) Uttar Pradesh (B) Kokan

 (C) Rajasthan (D) Maharashtra

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

 2. They stayed in the Central Plateau of Maharashtra 
during the:

 (A) Summer (B) Winter

 (C) Monsoon (D) Autumn

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

 3. Only ..................... could be sown in semi-arid 
region.

 (A) Bajra (B) Rice

 (C) Jowar (D) Wheat

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

 4. The Konkani peasants also gave supplies of rice 
which the shepherds took back to the plateau 
where grain was .....................

 (A) not sufficient (B) sufficient
 (C) scarce (D) abundant

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

  III. Read the source given below and answer the 

following questions:  C  (1+1+1+1=4)

  Second, by the mid-nineteenth century, various 
Forest Acts were also being enacted in the different 
provinces. Through these Acts some forests which 
produced commercially valuable timber like deodar 
or sal were declared ‘Reserved’. No pastoralist was 
allowed access to these forests. Other forests were 
classified as ‘Protected’. In these, some customary 
grazing rights of pastoralists were granted but their 
movements were severely restricted. The colonial 
officials believed that grazing destroyed the saplings 
and young shoots of trees that germinated on the 
forest floor. The herds trampled over the saplings 
and munched away the shoots. This prevented new 
trees from growing.

  These Forest Acts changed the lives of pastoralists. 
They were now prevented from entering many 
forests that had earlier provided valuable forage 
for their cattle. Even in the areas they were allowed 
entry, their movements were regulated. They 
needed a permit for entry. The timing of their entry 
and departure was specified, and the number of 
days they could spend in the forest was limited. 
Pastoralists could no longer remain in an area even 
if forage was available, the grass was succulent and 
the undergrowth in the forest was ample. They had 
to move because the Forest Department permits 
that had been issued to them now ruled their lives. 
The permit specified the periods in which they 
could be legally within a forest. If they overstayed 
they were liable to fines.
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 1. What were valuable timber producing forests 

declared as?

 (A) Protected (B) Private

 (C) Reserved (D) Common

Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 2. Under which forests category some customary 
grazing rights of Pastoralists were granted but 
their movements were severely restricted?

 (A) Reserved (B) Protected

 (C) Forest village (D) Private

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

 3. The herds trampled over the saplings and 
munched away the:

 (A) roots (B) stems

 (C) leaves (D) shoots

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.

 4. The ..................... specified the periods in which 
they could be legally within a forest.

 (A) permit (B) licence
 (C) admit card (D) application

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

   IV. Read the source given below and answer the 

following questions: C  (1+1+1+1=4)

  In Maasailand, as elsewhere in Africa, not all 
pastoralists were equally affected by the changes 
in the colonial period. In pre-colonial times Maasai 
society was divided into two social categories – 
elders and warriors. The elders formed the ruling 
group and met in periodic councils to decide on 
the affairs of the community and settle disputes. 

The warriors consisted of younger people, mainly 
responsible for the protection of the tribe. They 
defended the community and organised cattle 
raids. Raiding was important in a society where 
cattle was wealth. It is through raids that the power 
of different pastoral groups was asserted. Young 
men came to be recognised as members of the 
warrior class when they proved their manliness 
by raiding the cattle of other pastoral groups and 
participating in wars. They, however, were subject 
to the authority of the elders.

 1. In pre- colonial times Massai society was divided 
into how many social categories?

 (A) Two (B) Three
 (C) Four (D) Five

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

 2. Who met in periodic councils to decide on the 
affairs of the community and settle disputes?

 (A) The chiefs (B) The elders

 (C) The warriors (D) All of the above

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

 3. Who were responsible for the protection of the 
tribe?

 (A) The tribal members (B) The elders

 (C) The warriors (D) The chiefs

Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 4. Raiding was important in a society where 
..................... was wealth.

 (A) gold (B) gems

 (C) resources (D) cattle

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.





Unit 2: Contemporary India-I

DRAINAGE

 l    Concept; l Drainage Systems in India;
     l The Himalayan Rivers – Ganga and Brahmaputra River System; 
     l The Peninsular Rivers - Narmada Basin, Tapti Basin, Godavari Basin, Mahanadi  

         Basin, Krishna Basin, Kaveri Basin; l Lakes; l Role of Rivers in the Economy;
     l River Pollution

Topic-1 Major Rivers and Tributaries

Revision Notes

Drainage Patterns
  The term Drainage describes the River system of an area. 

  The area drained by a single river system is called a Drainage Basin. 

  Any elevated area, such as a mountain or upland, separates two drainage basins. Such upland is known as a 
Water Divide.

  The world’s largest Drainage Basin is that of the Amazon River.

Drainage System in India
  The Drainage systems of India are mainly controlled by the broad relief features of the 

subcontinent. 

  The Indian rivers are divided into two major groups: the Himalayan rivers and the Peninsular 
rivers.

  Most of the Himalayan rivers are perennial, therefore, they have water throughout the year. 

  The Himalayan rivers have long courses from their source to the sea. 

  A large number of Peninsular rivers are seasonal, as their flow is dependent on rainfall. 

The Himalayan Rivers
  The major Himalayan Rivers include the Indus, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. These rivers are long and are 

joined by many large and important tributaries. 

  A river along with its tributaries is called a River System.

The Ganga River System
  The headwaters of the Ganga, called the Bhagirathi, is fed by the Gangotri Glacier and joined by the Alaknanda 

at Devaprayag in Uttarakhand. 

   Syllabus 
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Lakes .... P. 132
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Role of Rivers in the Economy 
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  The Ganga is joined by many tributaries from the Himalayas, such as the Yamuna, the Ghaghara, the Gandak and 
the Kosi. 

  The main tributaries, which come from the peninsular uplands, are the Chambal, the Betwa and the Son. 
  The river bifurcates in West Bengal and the Bhagirathi – Hooghly flows Southwards through the deltaic plains 

into the Bay of Bengal. 
  The delta formed by the Ganga and the Brahmaputra rivers is known as the Sunderban Delta.
  The Sunderban Delta is the world’s largest and fastest growing delta. It is also the home of the Royal Bengal Tiger.
  The length of the river Ganga is over 2,500 kms. 

The Brahmaputra River System
  The Brahmaputra rises in Tibet, east of Mansarovar Lake, very close to the sources of the Indus and the Satluj. 
  Brahmaputra is known as Tsang Po in Tibet and Jamuna in Bangladesh. 
  The Brahmaputra has a braided channel in its entire length in Assam and forms many Riverine Islands. 
  Every year, during the rainy season, the river overflows its banks, causing widespread devastation due to floods 

in Assam and Bangladesh.

The Peninsular Rivers
  The main water divide in Peninsular India is formed by the Western Ghats, which runs from North to South, close 

to the Western Coast. 
  Major rivers of the peninsula are the Narmada and the Tapi, Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri. They flow 

eastwards and drain into the Bay of Bengal. These rivers make deltas at their mouths. 
  The Narmada and the Tapi are the only long rivers, which flow westward and make estuaries.

The Narmada Basin
  The Narmada rises in the Amarkantak Hills in Madhya Pradesh. 
  The Marble Rocks, near Jabalpur, where the Narmada flows through a deep gorge, and the Dhuadhar Falls, 

where the river plunges over steep rocks, are some of the notable locations along the Narmada River.
  The Narmada basin covers parts of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. 

The Tapi Basin
  The Tapi rises in the Satpura ranges, in the Betul district of Madhya Pradesh. 
  Its basin covers parts of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra.

The Godavari Basin
  The Godavari is the largest Peninsular River. 
  It rises from the slopes of the Western Ghats in the Nashik District of Maharashtra. Its length 

is about 1,500 km. 
  The drainage basin of the Godavari River is the largest among the Peninsular rivers. 
  Important tributaries of the Godavari are the Purna, Wardha, Pranhita, Manjra, Wainganga and Penganga. 
  The Godavari River is also known as the ‘Dakshin Ganga’ because of its length and the area it covers.  

 The Mahanadi Basin
  The Mahanadi rises in the highlands of Chhattisgarh. 
  It flows through Odisha to reach the Bay of Bengal. 
 The Krishna Basin
  Rising from a spring near Mahabaleshwar, the Krishna flows for about 1,400 km and reaches the Bay of Bengal. 
  Tungabhadra, Koyana, Ghatprabha, Musi and Bhima are some of its tributaries.

 The Kaveri Basin
  The Kaveri rises in the Brahmagri range of the Western Ghats and it reaches to the Bay of Bengal. 
  The main tributaries are the Amravati, the Bhavani, the Hemavati and the Kabini. 
  Its basin drains parts of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
  The River Kaveri makes the second biggest waterfall in India, known as Sivasamudram.

Scan to know 
more about
this topic

The Himalayan 
Rivers
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Key Terms 

  Basin: A part of the earth's surface consisting of rock strata that slopes down to a common centre.

  Drainage Basin: The area drained by a single River System is called a Drainage Basin.

  Water Divide: Any elevated area, such as a mountain or an upland, separating two drainage basins. Such an 
upland is known as a Water Divide.

  Perennial: It is a stream or river that exhibits continuous flow of water throughout the year. 

  Dendritic: The stream with its tributaries which resembles the branches of a tree. Thus, the name Dendritic.

  Trellis: A river joined by its tributaries, at approximately right angles, develops a Trellis pattern. 

  Rectangular: A drainage pattern that develops on a strongly joint rocky terrain.

  Radial: The Radial pattern develops when streams flow in different directions from a central peak or dome-
like structure.

  River System: A River System is a way of defining the larger networks of streams, lakes and rivers that are part 
of a larger river’s network of tributaries and distributaries.

  Distributary: A stream or small river that splits off from a larger river and flows in a different direction.

  Sunderban Delta: The World’s largest and fastest growing delta. It is also the home of the Royal Bengal Tiger.

  Peninsula: A large area bounded by the sea on three sides.

  Delta: A piece of land shaped like a triangle that is formed when a river splits into smaller rivers before it flows 
into an ocean.

  Tributary: A river or stream that flows into a larger river or lake.

  Estuary: The tidal mouth of a large river, where the tide meets the stream.

SubjEctIvE  typE  QuEStIoNS 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. Which river is known as the Dakshin Ganga? State 
any two characteristics of it.  R

 [Board Term I, 2016, 2013]
OR

 Why is the Godavari River also known as ‘Dakshin 
Ganga’? [Board Term I, 2015]

Ans. The Godavari.
  Characteristics are:
 (i) It rises from the slopes of the Western Ghats in 

Nashik District of Maharashtra.
 (ii) Length is about 1,500 km.
 (iii) The basin covers Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.
 (iv) Tributaries are the Purna, the Wardha, the 

Pranhita, the Manjra, the Wainganga and the 
Penganga.  (Any two) 

   [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016] 
(1+2=3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students forgot to write actual length of river 
and name of the states covered.

Answering Tip 

  Dakshin implies to South and Godavari River is 
the longest river of South.

Q. 2. Describe any three important features of the 
Mahanadi Basin. R   [Board Term I, 2016]

Ans. (i) The Mahanadi rises in Chhattisgarh.

 (ii) It flows through Odisha, for 860 km till it falls 
into the Bay of Bengal.

 (iii) Its basin is shared by Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand and Odisha. (1 × 3 = 3)
 [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016]

Q. 3. Differentiate between the Narmada and Tapi 
Basin.   U  [Board Term I, 2016, 2014]

S.
No.

Narmada Basin Tapi Basin

(i) Narmada River 
originates from the 
Amarkantak Hills.

The Tapi River originates 
from Satpura Ranges (in 
Betul district).
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(ii) It is very long and it 
flows towards West 
and joins Arabian Sea.

It is very short in length as 
compared to the Narmada 
River.

(iii) It covers part of 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Gujarat.

It covers parts of Madhya 
Pradesh, Gujarat and 
Maharashtra.

  (1×3=3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students mostly define basin and give examples 
of tributaries of the two rivers.

Answering Tip 

  Discuss the rivers and the regions covered by 
them.

Q. 4. Distinguish between a Delta and an Estuary. 

   U  [Board Term I, 2016]
Ans. 

S. 
No. Delta Estuary

(i) These are triangular 
deposits made by 
rivers at their mouth.

These are sharp-edged 
mouths of rivers 
without any deposits.

(ii) They are formed in 
regions of low tides.

They are formed in 
regions of high tides 
and rift valleys.

(iii) These are agriculturally 
fertile lands.

They are agriculturally 
not so fertile.

(1 × 3 = 3)
Q. 5. Why does river Brahmaputra has less silt in Tibet 

than India? Name the state where it forms Riverine 
Island. A  [Board Term I, 2016] 

Ans. Brahmaputra has less silt in Tibet, as it is a cold and 
dry area. In India, the river carries a large volume 
of water and considerable silt because it passes 
through a region of heavy rainfall. 

 The Brahmaputra has a braided channel in its entire 
length in Assam and forms many Riverine Islands 
there.  (1½+1½=3) 

Q. 6. Describe any three important features of the 
Ganga River System.  U  

[Board Term I, 2016]

Ans. (i) Headwaters of the Ganga (called Bhagirathi) 
is originated from Gangotri Glacier and is 
joined by Alaknanda at Devprayag.

 (ii) The Ganga is joined by a large number of 
tributaries from East and West.

 (iii) It drains into the Bay of Bengal after 
joining the Brahmaputra and through its 
distributaries. 

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016] 1 × 3 = 3

Q. 7. How do the Himalayan rivers perform 
erosional activities and form depositional  
features? U  [Board Term I, 2016]

Ans. (i) In the upper course, rivers flow with great 
speed from higher to lower levels. They cause 
erosion.

 (ii) In the middle and the lower course, they 
carry lots of sediment like silt and sand. So, 
the speed slows down.

 (iii) Besides, absence of slope in the lower course 
causes deposition and formation of various 
features.

   [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016] (1 × 3 = 3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students usually writes about causes of soil   
erosion.

Answering Tip 

  Since, the flow of the river from mountain to 
plains is of the great speed, so it causes erosion.

Q. 8. What do you understand by Drainage Pattern? 
Name any four Drainage Patterns formed by the 
rivers.  R  [Board Term I, 2013 2015]

OR
 What is a river pattern? Name any four drainage 

patterns formed by the river.  [Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. Drainage Pattern also known as river pattern, are 
the patterns formed by the streams, rivers and 
lakes in a particular drainage basin. 

 They are governed by the topography of the land, 
whether a particular region is dominated by hard 
or soft rocks and the gradient of the land. 

 The stream within a drainage basin forms 
certain patterns depending on the slope of land, 
underlying rock structure as well as the climatic 
conditions of the area. 

 Four patterns formed by rivers are : 
 (i) Dendritic pattern
 (ii) Trellis pattern 
 (iii) Radial pattern 

(iv) Rectangular pattern.
[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015] (1+2=3)

Q. 9. Explain the term ’Water Divide’ with example. 
What is its significance? U

   [Board Term I, 2015] [NCERT]

Ans. Any elevated area such as a mountain or an 
upland that separates two drainage basins is 
known as  water divide.

 The Western Ghats is a water divide of peninsular 
rivers.

 Significance of water divide is that it 
helps us to identify two different Drainage  
Patterns.  [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015]

(1+1+1=3)
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Q. 10. Why are Peninsular Rivers seasonal in nature? 

State any three reasons. 
  U  [Board Term I, DDE 2014]
Ans. (i) The peninsular rivers are rain-fed rivers and 

depend only on rain water. These rivers do not 
get continuous water supply from glaciers. Hence, 
most of the rivers dry up in hot summer season.

 (ii) These rivers have small basins and catchment areas. 
This is also the reason that the peninsular rivers are 
seasonal in nature.

 (iii) The peninsular rivers lie in medium to low rainfall 
regions as compared to Himalayan Rivers, so they 
receive less rain water in the monsoon season. That 
is why they are seasonal in nature.  (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 11. Differentiate between the West and East flowing 
Peninsular Rivers. 
  U  [Board Term I, DDE-2014]

OR
  Compare the East-flowing and West-flowing rivers 

of the Peninsular Plateau. [NCERT]
Ans.

S.
No.

East-flowing Rivers West-flowing Rivers

(i) East flowing rivers are : 
Mahanadi, Godavari, 
Krishna and Kaveri.

West flowing rivers 
are: Narmada, Luni, 
Ghaggar and Tapi.

(ii) They drain into the 
Bay of Bengal.

They originate in the 
central part and drain 
into the Arabian Sea.

(iii) They are numerous 
in number and form 
deltas at their mouth.

They are numerous 
in number and form 
estuaries at their mouth.

(iv) They have numerous 
tributaries.

They are devoid of any 
remarkable tributary.

  (Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)
Q. 12. Differentiate between the Ganga and the Godavari 

River System.  U  

[Board Term I, 2014]

S. 
No.

Ganga River
System

Godavari River
System

(i) It is a Himalayan-river. It is a Peninsular river.

(ii) At Haridwar, the  
Ganga emerges from 
the mountains onto the 
plains.

It rises from the slopes 
of the Western Ghats 
in Nashik district of 
Maharashtra.

(iii) The length of the 
Ganga River System is 
over 2,500 km.

Its length is 1,500 km.

(iv) Its tributaries are: 
Ghaghara, Kosi, 
Gandak, Son, Betwa, 
Chambal, etc.

Its tributaries are:
Purna, Wardha, 
Pranhirta, etc. 

(Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 13. Where does the Narmada River originate from? 
Name any two picturesque locations formed by it.
  R  [Board Term I, 2014, 2013]

Ans. The Narmada River originates from the 
Amarkantak Hills in Madhya Pradesh. It flows 
towards the West in a rift valley formed due to 
faulting.

 Picturesque locations are:
 (i) The Marble Rocks near Jabalpur where the 

Narmada flows through a deep gorge.

 (ii) The Dhuadhar Falls, where the river plunges over 
steep rocks.         [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013]

(1 + 2 = 3)
Q. 14. Define a River System and describe two 

characteristics of river Indus. U
[Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. A river along with its tributaries is called a River 
System.

 Characteristics:
 (i) River Indus rises in Tibet near Mansarovar Lake.
 (ii) Its total length is 2,900 km and is one of the longest 

rivers of the world.
 (iii) Majority of it flows through Pakistan and assists 

in agricultural activities.
 (iv) The main tributaries of Indus are the Nubra, 

Hunza, Satluj, Beas, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum.       
(Any two)

   [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] (1+2=3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Student forget to mention the river's 
contribution in Pakistan.

Answering Tip 

  Discuss the origin of the river, and its tributaries 
along with the places it flows through. 

Q. 15. Describe any three features of the Himalayan 
Rivers.   U  [Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. Features:
 (i) These are perennial.
 (ii) Have long courses from their source to the sea.
 (iii) Perform intensive erosion activity in their upper 

course and carry huge load of silt and sand.
 [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] (1×3=3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students mention only the origin and the 
places it flows through.
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Answering Tip 

  Since, the river has its origin in the snow-capped 
mountains, it is perennial and is responsible for 
erosion.

Q. 16. Explain any three main features of the Brahmaputra 
River System.  [Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. Characteristics of the Brahmaputra River System:
 (i) The Brahmaputra rises in Tibet, flows eastwards 

parallel to the Himalayas and enters India in the 
state of Arunachal Pradesh.

 (ii) At this point, it is joined by Dibang and Lohit.
 (iii) In Tibet, it carries a smaller volume of water and 

less silt, but in India, it carries a large volume of 
water and a considerable amount of silt.

 (iv) It has a braided channel in Assam and forms many 
Riverine Islands.

 (v) It is marked by huge deposits of silt on its bed.
    (Any three) 
  [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] (1×3=3)
Q. 17. In which state of India, river Brahmaputra has a 

braided channel in its entire length? Why does 
this river carry a large volume of water and silt in 
India compared to Tibet?  U

 [Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. The Brahmaputra has a braided channel in its 
entire length in the state of Assam.

  This river carries a larger volume of water and 
silt in India, as here, it passes through a region of 
high rainfall, whereas, in Tibet, the river carries a 
smaller volume of water and less silt, as it is a cold 
and dry area. 

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] (1+2=3)
Q. 18. Describe any three features of peninsular rivers.

 U  [Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. Features:

 (i) Most of the Peninsular rivers drain into the Bay of 
Bengal.

 (ii) These rivers make deltas at their mouth.
 (iii) The Narmada and Tapi are the only rivers which 

make estuaries.
 (iv) Drainage basin is comparatively small. 

 (Any three)
[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] 1 × 3 = 3

Q. 19. Name the two head streams of the Ganga. Where 
do they meet to form the Ganga?  U  [NCERT]

Ans. Alaknanda and Bhagirathi are the two head 
streams of Ganga. They join at Devprayag in 
Uttarakhand.

Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. From the point of view of agriculture, western 
Peninsular rivers are less important and  moreover 
these are not navigable. Analyse the reasons 
behind it.   U  [Board Term I, 2016]

Ans. (i) The coastal plains between Western Ghats and 
Arabian Sea are very narrow. Hence, the coastal 
rivers are short.

 (ii) The main West flowing rivers are the Sabarmati, 
Mahi, Bharathapuzha, Periyar, Narmada, Tapi, etc

 (iii) These rivers are not very developed.

 (iv) These rivers flow in troughs.

 (v) Peninsular rivers are not navigable because a 
large number of these rivers are seasonal. The 
flow of the Peninsular rivers is dependent upon 
rainfall and they generally dry up in summer 
season. River beds are uneven, rocky and have 
sharp edges. Construction of dams has also made 
navigation difficult. 5

   [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016] (1 × 5 = 5)

Q. 2. Discuss the significant differences between the 
Himalayan and the Peninsular Rivers.  U

  [Board Term I, 2014] [NCERT]

Ans.

S.
No.

The Himalayan
 Rivers

The Peninsular
Rivers

(i) The Himalayan 
Rivers rise in the 
snow - covered 
mountains and they 
flow throughout the 
year.

The mountains in which 
the Peninsular Rivers rise 
are not snow covered. 
Hence, they dry up in 
summer.

(ii) The Himalayan 
rivers flow in 
levelled Northern 
Plains. Therefore, 
they are quite useful 
for navigation and 
irrigation.

The Peninsular rivers 
flow on uneven rocky 
surface. Therefore, they 
are neither navigable nor 
useful for irrigation.

(iii) The Himalayan 
rivers bring with 
them fertile alluvium 
which they deposit 
in the Indo- Gangetic 
plains.

The Peninsular Rivers 
do not bring with them 
enough alluvium. As 
the current is swift, the 
deposition activity is 
negligible.
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S.
No.

The Himalayan
 Rivers

The Peninsular
Rivers

(iv) Canals have been 
dug to use the water 
of these rivers for 
irrigation.

As the terrain is rocky and 
the banks of these rivers 
are high, canals cannot 
be dug. However, dams 
are built to store the flood 
water for irrigation with 
the help of small channels.

(v) Many important 
towns and centres 
of trade are situated 
on the banks of these 
rivers.

Very few important towns 
and centres of trade are 
situated on the banks of 
these rivers.

(vi) The porous soil 
absorbs a lot of 
water which is later 
used as ground 
water by digging 
wells and tube 
wells for domestic 
and irrigation  
purposes.

The rocky soil does not 
absorb any water and 
hence no wells can be 
dug. All the water flows 
down the sea at once and 
at the same time.

  (Any five) (1×5=5)

Q. 3. Define water divide. What are the different 
patterns of flow made by a river? U
 [Board Term I, NCT 2014]

OR
 Describe the four drainage patterns. 

 [Board Term I, 2010]
Ans. An elevated area such as a mountain or an upland 

that separates two drainage basins is called Water 
Divide.

 The four drainage patterns are as follows:
(i) Dendritic: The dendritic pattern develops 

where the river channels follow the slope of 
the terrain. The stream with its tributaries 
resembles the branches of a tree, thus, the 
name dendritic.

(ii) Trellis: A river joined by its tributaries, at 
approximately right angles, develops a trellis 
pattern. A trellis drainage pattern develops 
where hard and soft rocks exist parallel to 
each other.

(iii) Rectangular: A rectangular drainage pattern 
develops on a strongly jointed rocky terrain.

(iv) Radial: The radial pattern develops when 
stream flows in different directions from a 
central peak or dome-like structure. 

 (1 + 4 = 5)

Topic-2 Lakes

Revision Notes

 Lakes 
  Lake is a large area of water surrounded by land. Lakes of large extent are called the Seas, like the Caspian, the 

Dead and the Aral Sea. 

  India has many lakes. These differ from each other in the size and other characteristics. Most lakes are permanent, 
while others contain water only during the rainy season. 

  Lakes are formed by the following processes: the action of glaciers and ice sheets, by wind, river action and 
human activities.

  Most of the freshwater lakes are in the Himalayan region. They are of glacial origin.

  The Wular Lake in Jammu and Kashmir is the largest freshwater lake in India. 

  Apart from natural lakes, the damming of the rivers for the generation of Hydel Power has also led to the formation 
of lakes such as Guru Gobind Sagar Lake (Bhakra Nangal Project).

  Importance of lakes:

   A lake helps to regulate the flow of a river.

   During heavy rainfall, it prevents flooding, and during the dry season, it helps to maintain an even flow of 
water. 

   Lakes can also be used for developing Hydel Power. 

   They moderate the climate of the surroundings; maintain the aquatic ecosystem, enhance natural beauty, help 
develop tourism and provide recreation.
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Key Terms 

  Ox-bow lake: It is a U- shaped water body formed when a meandering river is cut off from the mainstream. 
  Lagoon: When the lake is formed by spits and bars in coastal areas, it is called a lagoon.
  Glacial lake: A lake formed by melting of the glacier is called a glacial lake.

SUBJECTIVE  TYPE  QUESTIONS 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. How are Man-made lakes created? For what 
purpose are they used? Give an example. U
 [Board Term I, 2015]

Ans. Causes of creating Man-made lakes:
 (i) Man-made lakes are created for Hydro-electric 

Power Supply, Recreational purposes, Industrial 
use, Agricultural use or Domestic Water Supply.

 (ii) Lakes are formed by stopping the natural flow of a 
river by constructing dams resulting into collection 
of water on one side.

  The Guru Gobind Sagar Lake is an example of 
Man-made lake. [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015]

 (2+1=3)

Q. 2.  ‘Lakes are of great value to human beings.’ Explain 
the statement with three examples. 

 U  [Board Term I, 2015]
OR

  How can you develop lakes as a source of 
employment? [Board Term I, DDE-2014]

OR
  State three economic benefits of lakes. 
  [Board Term I, 2013, 2012] 

[NCERT]

Ans. Importance of Lakes:
 (i) Help to regulate the flow of a river.

 (ii) Prevent flooding.
 (iii) They help to maintain even flow of water during 

dry season.
 (iv) They can be used to develop Hydel Power.
 (v) Moderate the climate of surroundings.
 (vi) Maintain the Aquatic Ecosystem.
 (vii) Help to Develop Tourism and provide Recreation 

Facilities. 
 (viii) Can be used in Irrigation and other Agricultural 

Activities. (Any three) 
 [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015] (1×3=3)

Q. 3. How does a Man-made lake help a river to regulate 
its flow?   U  [Board Term I, 2014]

Ans. Man-made lakes help a river to regulate its flow in 
the following manner:

 (i) Man-made lakes are generally created by 
construction of dams.

 (ii) The Reservoirs thus created help to control the flow 
of the rivers.

 (iii) They help in regulating the flow of water to 
be released to downstream regions as per the 
requirement.

 (iv) In this manner, they also help in the prevention of 
flooding. (Any three) (1×3=3)

Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. Below are given names of a few lakes of India. 
Group them under two categories, natural and 
created by human beings.  U  [NCERT]

  (a) Wular (b)  Dal

  (c) Nainital (d) Bhimtal

  (e) Gobind Sagar (f) Loktak

  (g) Barapani (h) Chilika

  (i) Sambhar (j) Rana Pratap Sagar

  (k) Nizam Sagar (l) Pulicat

  (m) Nagarjuna Sagar (n) Hirakund 
OR

  Make a list of natural and artificial lakes with 
the help of an atlas. [NCERT]

Ans. S.No. Natural Lakes Man-Made Lakes

(i) Wular Gobind Sagar

(ii) Dal Rana Pratap Sagar

(iii) Nainital Nizam Sagar

(iv) Bhimtal Nagarjuna Sagar

(v) Loktak Hirakund

(vi) Barapani

(vii) Chilika

(viii) Sambhar

(ix) Pulicat
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Topic-3 Role of Rivers in the Economy and River Pollution

Revision Notes

 Role of Rivers in the Economy
  Rivers are of great value to human beings:
   Rivers have been of fundamental importance throughout the human history. 
   Water from the rivers is a basic natural resource, essential for various human activities. 
   The river banks have attracted settlers from ancient times. These settlements have now become big cities. 
   Using rivers for Irrigation, Navigation, Hydro-Power Generation is of special significance – particularly to a 

country like India, where Agriculture is the major source of livelihood of the majority of its population.

 River Pollution
  The growing domestic, municipal, industrial and agricultural demand for water from rivers naturally affects the 

quality of water. 
   As a result more and more water is being drained out of the rivers reducing their volume.
   On the other hand, a heavy load of untreated sewage and industrial effluents are emptied into the rivers.
   This affects not only the quality of water but also the self-cleaning capacity of the river.
  The increasing urbanisation and industrialisation are responsible for the rising pollution level of many rivers. 
  Concern over rising pollution in our rivers led to the launching of various action plans to clean the rivers.

Key Terms 

  Irrigation: Supply of water for agriculture purpose from canals, wells and tanks artificially or manually.
  Navigation: Travel or traffic by vessels, especially commercial shipping.
  Hydro-power: Power derived from running or falling water.
  River pollution: It is a form of water pollution which occurs due to the direct or indirect discharge of pollutants 

into the river.
  Urbanisation: The process by which towns and cities are formed and become larger, as more and more people 

begin living and working in central areas.
  Industrialisation: The development of industries in a country or region on a wide scale.

Example
    Describe the major steps taken by the Government 

of India to control the pollution level in the River 
Ganga.

Answer:
 Step 1: Major steps taken by Government of India to 

control the pollution level in the River Ganga.
 Step 2: Treating of waste before dumping in the 

river.
 Step 3: Taking projects to control River water 

pollution like Ganga Action Plan. The activities of 
Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase-I, initiated in 1985, 
were declared closed on 31st March, 2000.

 Step 4: The Steering Committee of the National 
River Conservation Authority reviewed the 

progress of the GAP and did necessary correction 
on the basis of lesson learnt and experiences gained 
from GAP Phase-I. These have been applied to 
the major polluted rivers of the country under the 
NRCP.  The Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase-II, has 
been merged with the NRCP. The expanded NRCP 
now covers 152 towns located along 27 interstate 
rivers in 16 states.

 Step 5: Under this action plan, pollution abatement 
works are being taken up in 57 towns. A total of 
215 schemes of pollution abatement have been 
sanctioned. So far, 69 schemes have been completed 
under this action plan. A million litres of sewage is 
targeted to be treated.
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SUBJECTIVE  TYPE  QUESTIONS 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. What is self-cleansing capacity of a river? How 

does it get affected by pollution? U

  [Board Term I, 2016]

Ans. (i) A fast-flowing river with lots of volume of 
water can dilute pollution load. This is known 
as the self-cleansing capacity of the river.

 (ii) Pollution slows the speed of rivers affecting self 
cleansing capacity of the river.

 (iii) Pollution increases the volume of load in the 
river. [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016] (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 2. Why is pollution rate of Ganga River increasing 

day by day?  U  [Board Term I, 2016]

Ans. The pollution rate of Ganga River is increasing 
because:

 (i) Heavy load of Untreated sewage and Industrial 
effluents is being emptied into the Ganga.

 (ii) Increasing Urbanization has raised the pollution 
level of the river.

 (iii) Domestic, Municipal, Industrial and Agricultural 
wastage are emptied into the river.

 [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016]  (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 3. “Rivers have been of fundamental importance 
throughout the human history.” Justify this 

statement in three points.  U

  [Board Term I, 2015, 2012]

Ans. Rivers have been of fundamental importance 
throughout the human history:

 (i) Water is a basic natural resource, essential for 
various human activities.

 (ii) Therefore, river banks attracted settlers since 
ancient times. These settlements have now 
become big cities.

 (iii) Use of rivers has been taking place for Irrigation, 
Navigation, Hydro-Power Generation and Trade 
since ages.

 [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015] (1×3=3)

Q. 4. What is meant by Drainage? Explain any four 

benefits of river.  U  [Term I, DDE 2014]

OR

  State some economic benefits of rivers. [NCERT]

Ans. The River System of an area is called Drainage. The 
area drained by a single river system is called the 
Drainage Basin.

 Benefits of River:

 (i) Rivers provide water for survival and growth of all 
organisms.

 (ii) Rivers provided ideal conditions for the early man 
to lead a settled life.

 (iii) Rivers have built flood plains, deltas and provide 
fertile soil for agriculture.

 (iv) Water from rivers is used for drinking, irrigation 
and for generating Hydro-Electricity.

 (v) Man is able to supplement his food supply with 
the fish in the rivers. Rivers also serve as natural 
waterways.

 (vi) The world’s earliest civilizations developed in the 
river valleys, e.g., The Nile Valley Civilization, The 
Indus Valley Civilization, etc. River valleys are the 
world’s best agricultural lands and are densely 
populated regions. (Any four) (1+ 4×½=3 )

Commonly Made Error 

  Students generally write the common benefits 
of river.

Answering Tip 

  Mention the major points, rivers has been of 
importance since ancient times and the major 
civilizations that developed around the rivers.

Q. 5. Explain any three significance of rivers for the 

economy of a country. U  [Board Term I, 2012]

OR

  Why are rivers important for the country's 
economy? [NCERT]

Ans. Rivers are considered significant for the economy 
of the country because:

 (i) They provide water for Irrigation.
 (ii) They are used for Hydro-Power Generation.  
 (iii) They are used for Navigation and Tourism.

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] (1 × 3 = 3)
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Q. 6. Explain any three causes of River Pollution in 

India.   U  [Board Term I, 2012]

Ans. Three causes of River pollution are:
 (i) Growing Domestic, Municipal, Industrial and 

Agricultural demand for water affects the 
quality of water in the rivers.

 (ii) A heavy load of Untreated sewers and Indus-
trial effluents further increases river pollution.

 (iii) Increasing Urbanization and Industrialization.
   [CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012] (1×3=3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students mention the basic reasons of pollution.

Answering Tip 

  Major cause of river pollution deals with 
Urbanization and Industrialization.

Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. The activities of Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase 
– I, initiated in 1985 were declared merge with 
National  River Conservation Plan (NRCP). Why? 

Write its major achievements. U  

[Board Term I, 2015]

Ans. The Steering Committee of the National River 
Conservation Authority reviewed the progress of 
the GAP and the necessary corrections on the basis 
of the lessons learnt and experiences gained from 
GAP phase – I. These have been applied to the 
major polluted rivers of the country under NRCP 
due to high pollution level in maximum  rivers.

 The Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase – II has been 
merged with the NRCP. The expanded NCP now 
covers 152 towns located along 27 Interstate rivers 
in 16 states. Under this action plan, pollution 
abatement works are being taken up in 57 towns.

 Achievements: A total of 215 schemes of 
pollution abatement have been sanctioned. So 
far, 69 schemes have been completed under this 
action plan. A million litres of sewage is targeted 
to be treated.       

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015] 5

Q. 2. What is Water Pollution? Describe the main 

sources of pollution in the river Ganga.  U

  [Board Term I, 2010]

Ans. When any unwanted waste material is added to 
water which makes it poisonous and useless, it is 
called as Water Pollution.

 Main sources of pollution in the River Ganga :

 (i) Industrial effluents.

 (ii) Disposal of sewage of Urban Centres.

 (iii) Sewage, garbage and liquid waste of 
households, agricultural lands and factories 
discharged into the river.

 (iv) Disposal of Thermal Power Plants.  (1+4=5)

Q. 3. Mention the main features of the Ganga Action 

Plan.  U  [Board Term I, 2010]

Ans. Main features of the Ganga Action Plan :

 (i) Sewage flowing into the river is to be 
diverted to other locations for treatment and 
conversion into energy source.

 (ii) Steps have been taken to supply safe drinking 
water by constructing electric crematoriums 
and separating Bathing Ghats.

 (iii) The diversion of several major drains carrying 
wastes into the river has been completed in 
cities like Varanasi, Patna and Kanpur and 
pollution level has been decreased.

 (iv) Infrastructure capable of diverting and 
treating 835 million litres per day of Domestic 
waste or sewage has been created.

 (v) The Ganga Action Plan has been merged 
with National River Conservation Plan. It 
now covers 152 towns located along 27 Inter-
state rivers in over 16 states.               (1×5=5)

[CBSE Marking Scheme, 2010]

OBJECTIVE  TYPE  QUESTIONS (1 mark each)

A Multiple Choice Questions
Q. 1. Trellis Drainage Pattern is made by which river?

 (A) Narmada (B) Satluj

 (C) Beas (D) Kaveri U , R

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 2. Yamuna, Ghaghara and Kosi are important 
tributaries of which river?

 (A) Ganga (B) Kaveri

 (C) Indus (D) Satluj R
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Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 3.  Which is the first state to welcome river 
Brahmaputra in India?

 (A) Andhra Pradesh (B) Madhya Pradesh

 (C) Arunachal Pradesh (D) Himachal Pradesh  
  R

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 4. Which is the largest river basin in India?

 (A) Ganga River (B) Satluj River

 (C) Brahamaputra River (D) Narmada River R

[NCERT]

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 5. Where does river Ganga has its origin?

 (A) Gangotri Glacier (B) Siachen Glacier

 (C) Sona Glacier (D) Pindari Glacier R

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 6. Which river flows through a rift valley?

 (A) Ganga (B) Narmada

 (C) Krishna (D) Godavari R

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

Q. 7. Which of these is a characteristic feature of 
Peninsular rivers?

 (A) All the rivers are seasonal.

 (B) All rivers flow throughout the year.

 (C) Rivers originate only from southern part of 
India.

 (D) All these rivers form deltas.  U , E

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 8. Which is the point of origin of the River Krishna?

 (A) Punjab (B) Himachal Pradesh

 (C) Kashmir (D) Mahabaleshwar R

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

Q. 9. Which river is known as the Dakshin Ganga?

 (A) Ganga (B) Narmada

 (C) Godavari (D) Krishna  R

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 10. In which state does the largest part of the Godavari 
basin lie?

 (A) Karnataka (B) Maharashtra

 (C) Rajasthan (D) Assam R

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

Q. 11. Which is the largest salt water lake in India?

 (A) Dal Lake (B) Wular Lake

 (C) Chilika Lake (D) Bhimtal Lake

  R

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 12. In which state of India is Sambhar Lake situated?

 (A) Assam (B) Rajasthan

 (C) Arunachal Pradesh (D) Kerala R

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

Q. 13. In which of the following states is the Wular lake 
located?

 (A) Rajasthan  

 (B) Uttar Pradesh 

 (C)  Punjab

 (D)  Jammu and Kashmir (NCERT)

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

Q. 14. The river Narmada has its source at:

 (A)  Satpura

 (B)  Brahmagiri 

 (C)  Amarkantak 

 (D)  Slopes of the Western Ghats (NCERT)

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 15. Which one of the following lakes is a salt water 
lake?

 (A) Sambhar (B) Dal 

 (C) Wular  (D) Gobind Sagar

(NCERT)

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 16. Which one of the following is the longest river of 
the Peninsular India?

 (A) Narmada (B) Krishna 

 (C) Godavari  (D) Mahanadi (NCERT)

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 17. Which one amongst the following rivers flows 
through a rift valley?

 (A) Mahanadi  (B) Tungabhadra 

 (C) Krishna (D) Tapi (NCERT)

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

B Fill in the Blanks
(a) A stream or river that exhibits continuous 

flow of water throughout the year is called as 
____________.

(b) ______________ is the world’s largest and fastest 
growing delta.

(c) River Narmada rises in the__________________

(d) _______________ is the largest peninsular river.

(e) The tidal mouth of a large river, where the tide 
meets the stream is called as___________________
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Ans. (a) Perennial, (b) Sunderban Delta, (c) Amarkantak 

hills, (d) Godavari, (e) Estuary

C Match the following

Column-I Column-II

(a) Mahabaleshwar (i) Waterfall

(b) The action of 
glaciers and ice 
sheets

(ii) River Krishna

(c) Commercial 
shipping

(iii) Navigation

(d) Shivasamudram (iv) Bay of Bengal

(e) Mahanadi (v) Lake

Ans. (a)-(ii); (b)-(v); (c)-(iii); (d)-(i); (e)-(iv)

D Answer the following in one 
word/one sentence

(a) Which triangular shaped geographical feature 
is formed when a river splits into smaller rivers 
before it flows into an ocean? 

Ans. Delta

(b) Which two states are covered by the Narmada 
Basin?

Ans. Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat

(c) What is the major source of livelihood in India?

Ans. Agriculture

(d) What form of power is derived from running or 
falling water? 

Ans. Hydro-power

(e) Give an example of a man-made lake. 

Ans. Guru Gobind Sagar Lake

E Assertion and Reason
 In the questions given below, there are two 

statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason 
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct 
option. 

 Options:

 (A) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct 
explanation of (A).

 (B)  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is not the 
correct explanation of (A).

 (C) (A) is correct but (R) is wrong.

 (D) (A) is wrong but (R) is correct. 

Q. 1. Assertion (A): The Ganga is joined by many 
tributaries from the Himalayas, a few of them being 

major rivers, such as the Yamuna, the Ghaghara, 
the Gandak and the Kosi.

 Reason (R): The Ghaghara, the Gandak and the 
Kosi rise in the Nepal Himalaya. 

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 2. Assertion (A): Most of the freshwater lakes are in 
the Himalayan region.

 Reason (R): They are of glacial origin. 

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 3. Assertion (A): Lakes can also be used for developing 
Hydel Power.

 Reason (R): Guru Gobind Sagar is a natural lake.

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

F Correct and rewrite the 
statements

(a)  The river cleaning program was initiated with the 
launching of Yamuna Action Plan (YAP) in 1985.
 

Ans. The river cleaning programme was initiated with 
the launching of Ganga Action Plan (GAP) in 1985.

(b) During heavy rains, a lake prevents flooding and 
during the winter season, it helps to maintain an 
even flow of water.

Ans. During heavy rains, a lake prevents flooding and 
during the dry season, it helps to maintain an even 
flow of water.

(c) Lakes of large extent are called oceans.

Ans. Lakes of large extent are called seas.

(d) The River Krishna makes the second biggest 
waterfall in India. 

Ans. The River Kaveri makes the second biggest waterfall 
in India.

(e) The major Peninsular rivers are the Indus, the 
Ganga and the Brahmaputra. 

Ans. The major Himalayan rivers are the Indus, the 
Ganga and the Brahmaputra.

G Give one word for the following
Q. 1. Identify the name of the river system by reading 

the following features:  C

(a) Its headwaters is called the ‘Bhagirathi’.

(b) It is fed by the Gangotri glacier.

(c) At Haridwar, it emerges from the mountains on 
the plains.

Ans. The Ganga River System.
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Q. 2. Identify the name of the river system by reading 
the following features:  C

(a) It is slightly longer than the Indus, and most of 
its course lies outside India.

(b) The river rises in Tibet east of Mansarovar lake.

(c) It flows eastwards parallel to the Himalayas.

Ans. The Brahmaputra River System.

Q. 3. Identify the name of the river system:  C

(a) The river rises in the Amarkantak Hills in 
Madhya Pradesh.

(b) It flows towards the West in a rift valley formed 
due to faulting.

(c) It creates many picturesque locations like the 
‘Marble Rocks’ and the ‘Dhuadhar Falls’.

Ans. The Narmada Basin.

Q. 4. Identify the name of the river system :  C

(a) The river rises in the highlands of Chhattisgarh.

(b) It flows through Odisha to reach the Bay of 
Bengal.

(c) The length of the river is about 860 km.

Ans. The Mahanadi Basin.

COMPETENCY BASED QUESTIONS (4 marks each)

Case based MCQs

 I. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follows:  U  (1+1+1+1=4)

  India has many lakes. These differ from each other 
in size and other characteristics. Most lakes are 
permanent; some contain water only during the 
rainy season, like the lakes in the basins of inland 
drainage of semi-arid regions. There are some lakes 
which are the result of the action of glaciers and ice 
sheets, while others have been formed by wind, 
river action and human activities.

  A meandering river across a floodplain forms 
cut- offs that later develops into ox-bow lakes. Spits 
and bars form lagoons in the coastal areas, e.g., 
the Chilika lake, the Pulicat lake and the Kolleru 
lake. Lakes in the region of inland drainage are 
sometimes seasonal; for example, the Sambhar lake 
in Rajasthan, which is a salt water lake. Its water is 
used for producing salt.

  Most of the freshwater lakes are in the Himalayan 
region. They are of glacial origin. In other words, 
they formed when glaciers dug out a basin, which 
was later filled with snowmelt. The Wular lake in 
Jammu and Kashmir, in contrast, is the result of 
tectonic activity. It is the largest freshwater lake in 
India. The Dal lake, Bhimtal, Nainital, Loktak and 
Barapani are some other important freshwater 
lakes. [NCERT]

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option:

 1. The Indian lakes differ from each other in 
..................... and other ..................... .

  (A) size, characteristics

  (B) length, features

  (C) depth, characteristics

  (D) location, features

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

 2. Sambhar lake is in:

  (A) Uttar Pradesh (B) West Bengal

  (C) Uttarakhand (D) Rajasthan

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

 3. Salt is produced from:

  (A) fresh water lake (B) salt water lake

  (C) man-made lake (D) ocean

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

 4. ..................... is the largest fresh water lake in India.

  (A) The Dal lake (B) Nainital lake

  (C) The Wular lake (D) Sambhar lake

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

 II. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow:  A  (1+1+1+1=4)

  The main water divide in Peninsular India is 
formed by the Western Ghats, which runs from 
north to south close to the western coast. Most 
of the major rivers of the Peninsula, such as the 
Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and the 
Kaveri flow eastwards and drain into the Bay of 
Bengal. These rivers make deltas at their mouths. 
There are numerous small streams flowing west 
of the Western Ghats. The Narmada and the Tapi 
are the only long rivers, which flow west and make 
estuaries. The drainage basins of the peninsular 
rivers are comparatively smaller in size. [NCERT]



SUPPLEMENT |  lxv
 1. The main water divide in Peninsular India is 

formed by the Western Ghats, which runs from 
..................... close to the Western Coast.

  (A) South to East (B) North to South

  (C) East to West (D) North to West

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

 2. The major rivers of the peninsula flow ....................... 
.

  (A) Westwards (B) Southwards

  (C) Eastwards (D) Northwards

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

 3. These rivers make deltas at their ..................... .

  (A) source (B) mouth

  (C) banks (D) None of the above.

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

 4. The ..................... are the only long rivers, which 
flow West and make estuaries.

  (A) Narmada and Tapi

  (B) Krishna and Kaveri

  (C) Ganga and Yamuna

  (D) Mahanadi and Kaveri
Ans. Option (A) is correct.



lxvi  | Oswaal CBSE Question Bank Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers, SOCIAL SCIENCE, Class-IX

Map Work
    Rivers: (Identification only) The Himalayan River System-The Indus, The Ganges, 

and The Satluj , The Peninsular Rivers-The Narmada, The Tapi, The Kaveri, The 
Krishna, The Godavari, The Mahanadi 
 Lakes: Wular, Pulicat, Sambhar, Chilika

   Syllabus 



population
 l Population Size and Distribution—India’s Population size and Distribution by 

numbers, India’s Population Distribution by Density l Population growth and processes 
of population change—Population Growth and Processes of Population Change Growth.

Topic-1 Population: Size and 
Distribution

Revision Notes

  Population Size and Distribution:

l People are producers and consumers of resources. It is the people who form a nation and help to develop its 
economy. Population is the point of reference from which all other elements are observed.

l A Census is an official enumeration of the population of a country that is recorded periodically. The Indian 
Census is the most comprehensive source of demographic, social and economic data of India. The First census 
in India was held in 1872. Census has been held regularly after every 10 years.

l The Census provides answers to three primary questions about the population: 
•	 Population	size	and	distribution
•	 Population	growth	and	processes	of	population	change
•		 Characteristics	or	qualities	of	the	population

l As per the Census of March 2011, India’s population stood at 1210.6 million and accounted 
for 17.5% of the World’s population.

l Almost half of India’s population lives in the following five states: Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Bihar, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh is the most populated state of India 
with 199 million people, according to the Census of 2011. Population density is the number 
of persons that live in one square kilometre of an area. India is one of the most densely populated countries of 
the World.

l On the other hand, the Himalayan state of Sikkim has a population of just about 0.6 million 
and Lakshadweep has only 64,429 people.

l Population density is calculated as the number of persons per unit area.
l India is one of the most densely populated countries of the world. The population density 

of India in the year 2011 was 382 persons per sq km.
l Rugged terrain and unfavourable climatic conditions are the main reasons for the sparse 

population in some areas. Moderate to low rainfall and less fertile soils also influence the 
population density.

C H A P T E R 

11
   Syllabus 

TOPIC - 1
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Distribution .... P. 170

TOPIC  - 2
Population Growth and
Processes of Population
Change .... P. 173
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Key Terms

  Population: The total number of inhabitants of a specific area, like city, country or any other location.
  Census: A Census is an official enumeration of the population of a country that is recorded periodically.
  Population Density: Population density is calculated as the number of persons per unit area.

Subjective  type  QueStionS 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. Why is population the pivotal element in social 

studies? U  (Board Term II, 2017)

 Ans. People are important to develop the economy 
and society. The people make and use resources 
and are themselves resources with varying 
quality. Population is the pivotal element in 
social studies. It is the point of reference from 
which all other elements are observed and from 
which they derive significance and meaning.

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017) 3  

Q. 2. Population is the pivotal element in social studies. 

Support your answer giving three points.

  U  (Board 2015, Term II) 
Ans. Population is the pivotal element in social studies. 

We can say this because : 

(i) It is the point of reference from which all other 
elements are observed and from which they 
derive significance and meaning. 

(ii) ‘Resources’, ‘Calamities’ and ‘Disasters’ are all 
meaningful only in relation to human beings.

(iii) Their numbers, distribution, growth and 
characteristics or qualities provide the 
basic background for understanding and 
appreciating all aspects of the environment.

  (1×3=3) 
Q. 3. Census is primarily concerned with which three 

main questions about the population? Explain. 
  R  (Board Term II, 2011)

Ans. The three main questions on which census is 
primarily concerned with are : 

(i) Population	size	and	distribution.
(ii) Population growth and processes of population 

change. 
(iii) Characteristics or qualities of the population. 
  (1×3=3)

Q. 4. Describe the three population density zones of 
India.  A  (Board Term II, 2011)

 Ans. The three population density zones of India are: 
 (i) High-density zone: The  Northern Plains, above 

500 people per sq. km. 
 (ii) Moderate or medium density zone: Mountain 

region, 250–500 people per sq. km. 
 (iii) Low-density zone: Plateau region, below 250 

people per sq. km. (1×3=3)
   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011)  

Commonly Made Error 

  Students mostly get confused about the exact 
figure.

Answering Tip 

  Three	 density	 zones	 include	 high,	 low	 and	
moderate	density	zone.

Long Answer Type Questions    (5 marks each)

Q. 1. “Distribution of population in India is uneven.“ 
Prove this statement with examples.

    A  (Board Term II, 2013, 2012)
Ans. (i) Physical factors: Rugged and mountainous 

terrain as  in Sikkim or lack of means of transport as 
in Arunachal Pradesh are primarily responsible for 
sparse population.
(ii) Harsh climatic conditions: Snow-covered 

regions like Ladakh and very hot regions such 
as Rajasthan invite less population.

(iii) Plain terrain: Places with rich, fertile soil, good 
rainfall and moderate climate like Kerala and 
Uttar Pradesh make highly populated states.

(iv) Economical factors: Regions become densely 
populated where ample scope of starting 
business and industries prevail. With good 
transport, trade and communication these 
regions become acutely dense. 

(v) Political factors: States providing security, 
peace and stability also become very dense in 
the long run. (1×5=5)
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Commonly Made Error 

  Students were not able to mention the 
correct reason for the uneven population 
distribution.

Answering Tip 

  Mention the reasons for uneven population 
distribution depending on factors such as 
physical, climatic, political, economic, etc.

Topic-2 Population Growth and Processes of Population 
Change

Revision Notes

 Different patterns of Population Growth:
  In a population, some people are born, some die, some migrate internally or internationally. These three processes 

are known as birth rate, death rate and migration, respectively.

  Birth rate: It is the number of live births per thousand persons in a year.

   Death rate: It is the number of deaths per thousand persons in a year.

   Migration: Migration is the movement of people across regions and territories. It can be internal 
as well as international.

Factors affecting the size of a population:
  Population grows through births and immigration and declines through deaths and emigration.

   Internal migration influences the distribution of population within the nation.

   In India, most migrations have been from rural to urban areas because of the “Push” factor in rural areas.

   These are adverse conditions of poverty and unemployment in the rural areas and the “pull” of the city in terms 
of increased employment opportunities and better living conditions.

   The urban population has increased from 17.29% of the total population in 1951 to 31.80% in 2011. 

   There has been a significant increase in the number of ‘million plus cities’ from 35 to 53 in just one decade, i.e., 
2001 to 2011.

Age Composition of Population:
   Age composition indicates the number of people that belong to different age groups.

   The population of a nation is generally grouped into three broad categories : 

•	 Children (Below 15 years)

•	 Working age adults (15-59 years)

•	 Aged (Above 59 years)

   Dependency ratio is the ratio of the dependent population to the working-age population of the country. The 
percentage of children and the aged affect the dependency ratio.

   Sex ratio is the ratio of males to females in a population. It is calculated as the number of females per 1000 males 
of the population. The sex ratio in India has always remained unfavourable to females.

Key Terms

  Population growth: The change in the number of inhabitants of a country during a specific period of time.
  Annual growth rate: The rate or pace of population increase. It is studied in per cent per annum.
  Birth rate: Birth rate is the number of live births per thousand persons in a year.
  Death rate: It is the number of deaths per thousand persons in a year.
  Migration: Migration is the movement of people across regions and territories.
  Immigration: When people come to a country, it is called immigration.
  Emigration: When people of a country leave that country, it is called emigration.

Scan to know 
more about
this topic

Population  size 
and Distribution
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  Million plus cities: Cities with a population of more than one million or 10 lakh.
  Sex ratio: Sex ratio is defined as the number of females per thousand males in the population.
  Dependency ratio: Dependency ratio is the ratio of the dependent population to the working-age population of 

the country.
  Composition of population: The age composition of a population refers to the number of people in different age 

groups in a country.

Subjective  type  QueStionS 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. What have been the effects of rural-urban 
migration in India? Explain with examples. U

 (Board Term II, 2017)

 Ans. In India, most migrations have been from rural to 
urban areas because of the “push” factor in rural 
areas. These are adverse conditions of poverty and 
unemployment in the rural areas and the “pull” 
of the city in terms of increased employment 
opportunities and better living conditions.

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017) 3

Commonly Made Error 

  The students tend to take the ‘push’ and ‘pull’ 
as one and the same thing.

Answering Tip 

  Push factors encourage people to leave their 
points of origin and settle elsewhere; while pull 
factors attract migrants to new areas. 

Q. 2. Mention three main features of population 
growth.  U  (Board Term II, 2016)

OR
  What are the three aspects of population that need 

to be considered? (Board Term II, 2016)
OR

  Explain the process of population change. 
   (Board Term II, 2012)

OR
  What are the three major components of population 

growth?
                                                 (Board Term II, 2012, NCERT)

OR
  Explain the following terms: 
    (Board Term II, 2012)
  (i) Birth Rate, (ii) Death Rate, (iii) Migration.
 (NCERT)
Ans. The three features/components of population 

growth are birth rate, death rate and migration.
 Birth Rate: Birth rate is the number of live births 

per thousand persons in one year. It is a major 
component of growth, because in India birth rates 
have always been higher than death rates.

 Death Rate: It is the number of deaths per thousand 
persons in a year. The main cause of the rate of 
growth of the Indian population has been the rapid 
decline in death rates.

 Migration: Migration is the movement of people 
across regions and territories. Migration can be 
internal (within the country) or international 
(between the countries). (1×3=3)

Q. 3. What is Dependency Ratio? Why is Dependency 
Ratio higher in India?   R  [Board 2011, Term II]

 Ans. The ratio of people of dependent age (below 15 
years and above 60 years) to people of economically 
active ages (15–59 years) is called Dependency 
Ratio.

  The Dependency Ratio is higher in India because 
a larger number of children (34.4%) and aged 
population (6.9%) are found dependent upon the 
working population (58.7%).

  The economically unproductive population needs 
food, clothing, education and medicare which has 
to be provided by the working population.

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016) (1½×1½=3)
Q. 4. “Cities are growing faster than the capacity of the 

economy to support them.” Explain its effects. 
  A  (Board Term II, 2013)

 Ans. A large number of migrants are being absorbed 
in mega cities like Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai. 
It has created many problems like:

 (i) Shortage of water supply
 (ii) Irregular supply of electricity
 (iii) Lack of education
 (iv) Inadequate transport
 (v) Environmental Pollution
   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2013) 3

Q. 5. Distinguish between ‘absolute number and the 
annual growth rate’ with reference to population 
growth.  R  (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. Absolute Number: The magnitude of increase 
in population in each year or decade minus the 
earlier population from the current population.  

  Annual Growth Rate: Increase of persons for 
every 1000 persons in the base population in a 
given year.   (1½+1½=3)

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012)
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Q. 6. Categorize the population of a nation into three 
broad categories on the basis of age composition 
and explain it. R  (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. The population of a nation can be categorized as :
 (i) Children (generally below 15 years)
  They are economically unproductive and need to 

be provided with food, clothing, education and 
medical care.

 (ii) Working age (15 to 59 years)
  They are economically productive and biologically 

reproductive. They comprise the working popula-
tion.

 (iii) Aged (above 59 years) 
  They can be economically productive though they 

may have retired.
  They may be working voluntarily but they are not 

available for employment through recruitment.  
 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012) (1×3=3)

 Q. 7. What is sex ratio? Give two reasons 
responsible for unfavourable sex ratio in  
India.   U  (Board Term II, 2011)

 Ans. Sex Ratio: The number of females per thousand 
men is called sex ratio. 

  In 1901, the ratio between the male and female 
population was 1000/972 but it dropped to 
1000/929 in 1991. However, in the last decade, it 
has shown a little increase in ratio from 933 female 
per 1000 male to 943 females per 1000 male in 2011. 

  Reasons: 
 (i) Lesser care of female children.
 (ii) Greater risk to women’s lives, especially at the 

time of child birth.

  (iii) Women are also killed or forced to die by the 
dowry seekers. 

 (iv) Due to illiteracy. 
 (v) Lack of medical facilities for women, etc.
   (Any two)  (1+2=3)
   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011)

Q. 8. Why is the rate of population growth in India 
declining since 1981? Give any three reasons.  R

   (Board 2011 Term II) [NCERT]

 Ans. Since 1981, birth rates in India have started 
declining gradually resulting in a gradual decline 
in the rate of population growth. The three reasons 
are as follows:

 (i) A downward trend of crude birth rate.
 (ii) An increase in the mean age of marriage.
 (iii) Improvement in the quality of life, particularly 

education of females in a country. (1×3=3)
   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011)
Q. 9. What are the two types of migration? How is 

migration considered as an important determinant 
of population change? U

   (Board Term II, 2011)

 Ans. Internal and International migration are two types 
of migration. 

 (i)	It	changes	the	population	size	and	the	population	
composition of urban and rural populations in 
terms of age and sex composition. 

 (ii) International migration definitely increases or 
decreases	the	size	of	the	population	of	country.		

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011) (1½+1½=3)  

Q. 10. Define age structure. U  (NCERT)
 Ans. Age structure is a summary of the number of 

individuals in the population. Age structure is 
useful in understanding and predicting population 
growth. The population of a nation is, generally, 
grouped into three broad categories:
(i) Children (generally below 15 years)
(ii) Working Age (15–59 years)
(iii) Aged (Above 59 years)

Long Answer Type Questions    (5 marks each)

Q. 1. “There has been a sudden abrupt rise in population 
of India since 1951.“ Support the statement with 
reasons.  A  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) India’s population has been steadily increasing 
from 361 million in 1951 to 1210 million in 2011. 

 (ii) It reveals that from 1951 to 1981, the annual rate of 
population growth was steadily increasing, which 
explains the rapid increase in population from 361 
million in 1951 to 683 million in 1981.

 (iii) Despite the decline in growth ratio, the number 
of people being added every decade was steadily 
increasing. 

 (iv) Since 1981, however, the rate of growth started 
declining gradually. During this period, birth rates 
declined rapidly.

 (v) Still 182 million people were added to the total 
population in the 1990s alone (an annual addition 
larger than ever before). (1×5=5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Students have commonly done some error to 
recognise the sudden abrupt rise in population.

Answering Tip 

  India’s population has been steadily increasing 
from 361 million in 1951 to 1210 million in 2011 
and also put table that is from 1951 to 2011. 
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Q. 2. How does migration play a significant role in 

changing the composition and distribution of the 
population of a place? Explain. U

   (Board Term II, 2016)
OR

  “Migration is an important determinant of 
population change”. Explain.

   (Board Term II, 2012) (NCERT)

 Ans. (i) Migration is an important determinant of pop-
ulation change. It changes not only the popula-
tion	size,	but	also	the	population	composition	of	
urban and rural populations in terms of age and 
sex composition.

 (ii) In India the rural–urban migration has resulted in 
a steady increase in the percentage of population 
in cities and towns. 

 (iii) The urban population has increased from    
17.29% of total population in 1951 to 31.80% in 
2011.

 (iv) There has been a significant increase in a number 
of million plus cities from 35 to 53 within 10 years 
from 2001 to 2011. (1¼×4=5)

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)
Q. 3. “Describe the main features of the adolescent 

population in India”.  A  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. (i) The most significant feature of the Indian 
population	is	the	size	of	its	Adolescent	population.

 (ii) It constitutes one-fifth of the total population of 
India.

 (iii) Adolescents are generally grouped in the age 
group of 10 to 19 years.

 (iv) They are the most important resource for the 
future.

 (v) Nutrition requirements of adolescents are higher 
than those of a normal child or adult.

 (vi) Poor nutrition can lead to deficiency and stunted 
growth.

 (vii) But in India, the diet available to Adolescents is 
inadequate in all nutrients.         (Any five) (1×5=5)

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)

Q. 4. What is growth of population? Explain the two 
ways by which we can express population change.

   U  (Board Term II, 2013, 2012)

 Ans. Growth of population : It refers to the change in 
the number of inhabitants of a country /territory 
during a specific period of time, say during the 
last 10 years.  

  Population change can be expressed in the 
following ways: 

 (i) In terms of absolute numbers, and
 (ii) In terms of percentage change per year.
 (iii) The absolute numbers added each year or decade 

is the magnitude of increase. It is obtained by 
simply subtracting the earlier population from the 
later population. It is referred to as the absolute  
increase.

 (iv) The rate or the pace of population increase is the 
other important aspect. It is studied in percent per 
annum. This is referred to as the annual growth 
rate.  (Any two) (3+2=5)

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012)
Q. 5. What is migration? What are the two types of 

migration? Describe the trends of migration in 
India. R  (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. (i) Migration is the movement of people across 
regions and territories.

 (ii) Migration can be Internal or International. 
 (iii) In India, most migrations have been from rural 

to urban areas because of the push factor in rural  
areas. ‘Push’ factors include adverse conditions  
of poverty and unemployment in the rural areas 
and the ‘pull’ of the city in terms of increased 
employment opportunities and better living 
conditions.  (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012) 5

objective  type  QueStionS (1 mark each)

A Multiple Choice Questions

Q. 1. What was the population density of India 
according to 2011? 

 (A) 82 person/km2 (B) 382 person/km2

 (C) 85 person/km2 (D) 282 person/km2 R
Ans. Option (B) is correct.
Q. 2. Which state has the lowest population?
 (A) Sikkim (B) Assam
 (C) Andhra Pradesh (D) Karnataka R
Ans. Option (A) is correct.
Q. 3. The average number of persons per unit area, such 

as a square kilometer  is termed as?
 (A) Birth Rate (B) Death Rate
 (C) Population Density (D) Nation U
Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 4. The number of people in different age groups is 
referred to as ...... .

 (A) Birth Rate (B) Age composition
 (C) Death Rate (D) Population Rate U
Ans. Option (B) is correct.
Q. 5. Write the most significant feature of the Indian 

population?
 (A)	The	size	of	its	Infant	population
 (B)	 The	size	of	its	Old	age	population
 (C)	 The	size	of	its	Adolescent	population
 (D)	The	size	of	its	Male	population	 U
Ans. Option (C) is correct.
Q. 6. What is sex ratio?
 (A) Number of males per thousand females
 (B) Number of adolescents per thousand youth
 (C) Number of infants per thousand old age
 (D) Number of females per thousand males U
Ans. Option (D) is correct.
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Q. 7. Which age group is considered economically 
productive in the study of population?

 (A) 5- 25 years (B) 5-59 years 
 (C) 25-50 years (D) 4-60 years R
Ans. Option (B) is correct.

B Fill in the blanks

(a) A _______________is an Official Enumeration 
of the population of a country that is recorded 
periodically.

(b) Distribution of population in India is___________.
(c) _____________________ is the movement of people 

across regions and territories.
(d) Age composition indicates the number of people 

that belong to different __________ groups.
(e) ___________________ is studied in per cent per 

annum.
Ans. (a) Census, (b) uneven, (c) Migration, (d) age 

(e) Annual growth rate

C Answer the following questions in 
one word/one sentence

(a)  Name the two types of migration.
Ans. Internal and International.
(b) Under what three categories is the population of a 

nation grouped?
Ans. Children, Working age adults and Aged people.
(c) What are the main reasons for the sparse 

population in some areas?
Ans. Rugged terrain and unfavourable climatic 

conditions.
(d) Name the most populated state of India.
Ans. Uttar Pradesh
(e) Name the two factors that lead to the decline of 

population.
Ans. Deaths and Emigration.

D State whether True or False:

(a) ‘Resources’, ‘Calamities’ and ‘Disasters’ are 
meaningful only in relation to human beings. 

(b) A Census is an official enumeration of population 
done periodically.

(c) The Northern Plains and Kerala in the South have 
low to very low population densities. 

(d) Children generally below 15 years are 
economically unproductive and need to be 
provided with food, clothing, education and 
medical care.

(e) The NPP 2000 provides a policy framework for 
imparting free and compulsory school education 
up to 10 years of age. 

Ans. (a) True (b) True (c) False
(d) True (e) False

E Match the following

Q. 1. Choose the correct option from Column A and B.
  C

A B

(a) Kerala (i) 1084 females per 
1000 males

(b) Haryana (ii) 966 females per 
1000 males

(c) Puducherry (iii) 1200 females per 
1000 males

(d) Delhi (iv) 800 females per 
1000 males

Ans. Option (A) is correct.
Q. 2. Choose the incorrect option from Column A and B.

 

A B

(a) Aged (i) Above 59 years

(b) Working age (ii) 15-59 years

(c) Adolescent 
population

(iii) 10 to 21 years

(d) Children (iv) below 15 years

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

F Assertion and Reason
In the questions given below, there are two 
statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason 
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct 
option. 

Options:

 (A)  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct 
explanation of (A).

 (B)  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is not the 
correct explanation of (A).

 (C) (A) is correct but (R) is wrong.

 (D) (A) is wrong but (R) is correct.

Q. 1. Assertion (A): Human beings are producers and 
consumers of Earth’s resources.

 Reason (R): The Census of India provides us 
with information regarding the population of our 
country. 

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

Q. 2. Assertion (A): The numbers, distribution and 
composition of population are constantly changing.

 Reason (R): This is the influence of the interaction 
of the three processes, namely—births, deaths and 
migrations. 

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

Q. 3. Assertion (A): The government of India initiated 
a comprehensive family planning programme in 
1952.
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Reason (R): The family welfare programme has 
sought to promote responsible and planned 
parenthood on a voluntary basis.

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

G Picture/Table Based Questions
Q. 1. Study the given picture carefully:  C

India, 17.5%

POPULATION

Rest of the world, 82.5%

India, 2.4%

AREA

Rest of the world, 97.6%

Fig. India’s Share of World’s Area and 
Population

What is India’s share of World’s Area and 
Population?

 (A) 2.4% and 17.5% (B) 17.5% and 2.4%
 (C) 2.4% and 17.5% (D) 97.6% and 82.5%
Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 2. Study the given picture carefully:  C

Fig. India Age Composition
Which age composition contains senior citizens of 
India? 

 (A) Adults (B) Children
 (C) Aged (D) None of the above
Ans. Option (C) is correct.

Q. 3. Table: India: Sex Ratio 1951-2011

Census year Sex ratio 
(Females per 1000 males)

1951 946

1961 941

1971 930

1981 934

1991 929

2001 933

2011 943

What is the sex ratio of females (per 1,000 males) 
in the year 1961? 

 (A) 946 (B) 941
 (C) 930 (D) 934
Ans. Option (B) is correct.

COMPETENCY BASED QUESTIONS (4 marks each)

Case based MCQs

 I. Read the source given below and answer the 

questions that follow:  U  (1+1+1+1=4)

India’s population as on March 2011 stood at 1,210.6 

million, which accounted for 17.5 per cent of the 

world’s population. These 1.21 billion people are 

unevenly distributed over our country’s vast area 

of 3.28 million square km, which accounts for 2.4 

per cent of the world’s area.

The 2011 Census data revealed that Uttar Pradesh 

with	 a	 population	 size	 of	 199	million	 is	 the	most	

populous state of India. Uttar Pradesh accounts 

for about 16 per cent of the country’s population. 

On the other hand, the Himalayan state of Sikkim 

has a population of just about 0.6 million and 

Lakshadweep has only 64,429 people.

Almost half of India’s population lives in just five 

states. These are Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, 

West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. Rajasthan, the 

biggest state in terms of area, has only 5.5 per cent 

of the total population of India.
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 1. When was India’s population  17.5 percent of the 

World’s Population?

 (A) 2000 (B) 2011

 (C) 2012 (D) 2001

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

 2. Which state of India had population size of 199 

million in the Census of 2011?

 (A) Madhya Pradesh (B) West Bengal

 (C) Maharashtra (D) Uttar Pradesh

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

 3. Population of Uttar Pradesh accounts for about 

................ percent of the country’s population.

 (A) 16 (B) 18

 (C) 13 (D) 15

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

 4. The biggest state in terms of area has only ................ 

percent of the total population of India.

 (A) 3.5 (B) 6.5

 (C) 5.5 (D) 4.5

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

 II. Read the source given below and answer the 

questions that follow:  U  (1+1+1+1=4)

The third component of population growth is 

migration. Migration is the movement of people 

across regions and territories. Migration can 

be internal (within the country) or international 

(between the countries).

Internal	 migration	 does	 not	 change	 the	 size	 of	

the population, but influences the distribution of 

population within the nation. Migration plays a 

very significant role in changing the composition 

and distribution of population.

In India, most migrations have been from rural to 

urban areas because of the “push” factor in rural 

areas. These are adverse conditions of poverty and 

unemployment in the rural areas and the “pull” 

of the city in terms of increased employment 

opportunities and better living conditions.

Migration is an important determinant of population 

change.	It	changes	not	only	the	population	size	but	

also the population composition of urban and rural 

populations in terms of age and sex composition. 

In India, the rural-urban migration has resulted in 

a steady increase in the percentage of population 

in cities and towns. The urban population has 

increased from 17.29 per cent of the total population 

in 1951 to 31.80 per cent in 2011. There has been a 

significant increase in the number of ‘million plus 

cities’ from 35 to 53 in just one decade, i.e., 2001 to 

2011.

 1. Migration can be .................. or International.

 (A) External (B) Internal

 (C) Seasonal (D) Political

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

 2. Migration from rural to urban areas is because of 

the .................. factor.

 (A) pull (B) push

 (C) force (D) gravity

Ans. Option (B) is correct.

 3. ‘Pull’ comes from the .................. in terms of 

increased employment opportunities and better 

living conditions.

 (A) city (B) villages

 (C) towns (D) capital city

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

 4. There has been a significant increase in the number 

of ‘.................. plus cities.’

 (A) billion (B) thousand

 (C) hundred (D) million

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

 III. Read the source given below and answer the 

questions that follow:  A  (1+1+1+1=4)

The percentage of population that is economically 

active is an important index of development. The 

distribution of the population according to different 

types of occupation is referred to as the occupational 
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structure. An enormous variety of occupations are 

found in any country. Occupations are, generally, 

classified as primary, secondary and tertiary.

Primary activities include agriculture, animal 

husbandry, forestry, fishing, mining and 

quarrying, etc. Secondary activities include 

manufacturing industry, building and construction 

work, etc. Tertiary activities include transport, 

communications, commerce, administration and 

other services.

The proportion of people working in different 

activities varies in developed and developing 

countries. Developed nations have a high 

proportion of people in secondary and tertiary 

activities. Developing countries tend to have a 

higher proportion of their workforce engaged in 

primary activities. In India, about 64 per cent of 

the population is engaged only in agriculture. The 

proportion of population dependent on secondary 

and tertiary sectors is about 13 and 20 per cent 

respectively. There has been an occupational shift 

in favour of secondary and tertiary sectors because 

of growing industrialisation and urbanisation in 

recent times.

 1. The distribution of the population according to 

different types of occupations is referred to as 

.................. .

 (A) Job structure

 (B) Business structure

 (C) Occupational structure

 (D) Goods and Services

Ans. Option (C) is correct.

 2. Occupations are generally classified in .................. 

sectors.

 (A) 6 (B) 4

 (C) 8 (D) 3

Ans. Option (D) is correct.

 3. Agriculture, forestry and fishing are ................. 

activities.

 (A) Primary (B) Secondary

 (C) Tertiary (D) All of the above

Ans. Option (A) is correct.

 4. Transport, commerce, communications, 

administration are examples of .................. sector.

 (A) Secondary (B) Primary

 (C) Tertiary (D) None of the above

Ans. Option (C) is correct.
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Map Work
Population:
 1. Highest density of population: Bihar.
 2. Lowest density of population: Arunachal Pradesh.
 3. Highest sex ratio: Kerala.
 4. Lowest sex ratio: Haryana.
 5. Largest state (Area): Rajasthan.
 6. Smallest state (Area): Goa.





democratic 
rights

 l  Life without rights;   l Rights in a Democracy
  l Rights in the Indian Constitution;  l Expanding the scope of rights

Topic-1 Life Without Rights; Rights in a 
Democracy

Revision Notes

  Violation of Citizens’ Rights by the USA:

 l About 600 people were secretly picked up by the US forces from all over the world and put in a prison in 
Guantanamo Bay, an area near Cuba controlled by the American Navy.

 l The American Government said that they were enemies of the US and linked to the attack on New York on 11th 
September, 2001. 

 l Families of prisoners, media or even UN representatives were not allowed to meet them. The 
US Army arrested them, interrogated them and decided to keep them there. There was no trial 
before any magistrate in the US.

 l Amnesty International, an International human rights organization, collected information on 
the condition of the prisoners in Guantanamo Bay and reported that the prisoners were being 
tortured in ways that violated the US laws. 

 l Prisoners were not released even after they were officially declared not guilty. An independent 
inquiry by the UN supported these findings. The UN Secretary General said the prison in 
Guantanamo Bay should be closed down. The US Government refused to accept these pleas.

  Violation of Citizens’ Rights in Saudi Arabia:

 l The country is ruled by a hereditary king and the people have no role in electing or changing 
their rulers. 

 l The king selects the legislature as well as the executive. He appoints the judges and can change 
any of their decisions.

 l Citizens cannot form political parties or any political organization. Media cannot report 
anything that the monarch does not like.

 l There is no freedom of religion. Every citizen is required to be Muslim. Non- muslim residents can follow their 
religion in private, but not in public.

C H A P T E R 
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 l Women are subjected to many public restrictions. The testimony of one man is considered equal to that of two 

women.

  Violation of Citizens’ Rights in Yugoslavia (Kosovo):

 l Kosovo was a province of Yugoslavia before its split. In this province, the population was overwhelmingly ethnic 
Albanian Muslims. But in the entire country, Serbs (Christians) were in majority. 

 l A narrow-minded Serb nationalist Milosevic had won the election. His government was very hostile to the Kosovo 
Albanians. He wanted the Serbs to dominate the country. Many Serb leaders thought that ethnic minorities like 
Albanians should either leave the country or accept the dominance of the Serbs.

 l 74 year old Batisha Hoxha was sitting in her kitchen with her 77 year old husband Izet, staying warm by the 
stove. She knew five or six soldiers had burst through the front door and were demanding her children.

 l They shot Izet three times in the chest. When her husband was dying, the soldiers pulled the wedding ring off 
and even before she came out of the house, they burnt her house.

 l This was typical of what happened to thousands of Albanians in that period. This was one of the worst instances 
of killings based on ethnic prejudices in the recent times. Finally, Milosevic lost power and was tried by an 
International Court of Justice for crimes against humanity.

   Rights are reasonable claims of persons recognised by society and sanctioned by law.

  Rights are necessary for the very sustenance of democracy. 

  In a democracy, every citizen has to have the right to vote and the right to be elected to government. 

  For democratic elections to take place, it is necessary that citizens should have the right to express their opinion, 
form political parties and take part in political activities.

  Rights protect minorities from the oppression of the majority. They ensure that the majority cannot do whatever 
it likes. Rights are guarantees which can be used, when things go wrong. 

  The government should protect the citizens’ rights. But sometimes, elected governments may not protect or may 
even attack the rights of their own citizens. 

  That is why some rights are needed to be placed higher than the government so that the government cannot 
violate them. In most democracies, the basic rights of the citizen are written down in the Constitution.

Key Terms 

   Amnesty International: Amnesty International is an international organization of volunteers who campaign for 
human rights. This organization brings out independent reports on the violation of human rights all over the 
world.

  Ethnic Group: An ethnic group is a human population whose members usually identify with each other based 
on a common ancestry. People of an ethnic group are united by cultural practices, religious beliefs and historical 
memories.

subjective  type  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions    (3 marks each)

Q. 1. Explain in three points why do we need rights in a 
democracy.  R

(Board Term II, 2011)

 Ans. Rights are essential in a democracy because: 
 (i)  Every citizen has the right to vote and the right 

to be elected to the government.

 (ii)  For any democratic election to take place, it is 
necessary that the citizens should have the right 
to express their opinion, form political parties 
and take part in political activities.

 (iii)  Rights protect the minority from the oppression 
of the majority. The right ensures that the 
majority cannot do whatever it likes.

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011) (1×3=3)
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Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. What is the relationship between the citizens and 
the Government of Saudi Arabia as far as human 
rights are concerned? State in five points.

R  (Board Term-II, 2012)
OR

  What is the position of the citizens in Saudi Arabia 
with respect to their government? R

Ans. (i) Saudi Arabia is ruled by a hereditary king and 
the people have no role in electing or changing 
their rulers.

 (ii) The king selects the legislature as well as the 
executives. He appoints the judges and can 
change any of their decisions.

 (iii) Citizens cannot form political parties or any 
political organizations. Media cannot report 
anything that the monarch does not like.

 (iv) Every citizen is required to be Muslim. Non- 
muslim residents can follow their religion in 
private, but not in public. (1¼×4=5)

Q. 2. “The claims of the citizens should be such that it 
can be made available to the others also.” Explain. 
Also, summarise the important characteristics of 
rights.  U  (Board Term II, 2014)

 Ans. The above-mentioned sentence means that the 
claims of the citizens should be reasonable. They 
should be such that can be made available to 
others in equal manner. Thus, a right comes with 
an obligation to respect other’s rights.

  Characteristics of rights : 
 (i) Rights are necessary for the very sustenance of 

democracy.
 (ii) Rights protect minorities from the oppression of 

the majority.
 (iii) Rights are guarantees which can be used when 

things go wrong. (CBSE Marking Scheme 2014) 5 

Commonly Made Error 

  Students write the meaning of rights & claims.

Answering Tip 

  The claims of citizens for the rights should be 
reasonable.

Topic-2 Rights in the Indian Constitution; Expanding scope 
of Rights

Revision Notes

   The Indian Constitution has given us six Fundamental Rights. They are the basic features of the Indian 
Constitution.

  The Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Indian Constitution are: (i) Right to Equality, 
(ii) Right to Freedom, (iii) Right against Exploitation, (iv) Right to Freedom of Religion, (v) 
Cultural and Educational Rights and (vi) Right to Constitutional Remedies.

  Right to Equality:
  Right to Equality means that the laws apply in the same manner to all, regardless of a person’s 

status. This is called the Rule of Law. Rule of Law is the foundation of democracy. 
  It means that no person is above the law. There cannot be any distinction between a political 

leader, government official and an ordinary citizen.
  The government shall not discriminate against any citizen on the grounds of religion, caste, 

ethnicity, sex or place of birth. 
  Every citizen shall have access to public places like shops, restaurants, hotels and cinema halls. 

Similarly, there shall be no restriction with regard to the use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats, 
roads, playgrounds and places of public resorts maintained by government or dedicated to the 
use of general public. 

  The same principle applies to public jobs. All citizens have equality of opportunity in matters 
relating to employment or appointment to any position in the government. No citizen shall be 
discriminated against or made ineligible for employment on the grounds mentioned above. 

  The Constitution mentions one extreme form of social discrimination, the practice of untouchability and clearly 
directs the government to put an end to it. The practice of untouchability has been forbidden in any form. 

Scan to know 
more about  
this topic

Rights in 
the Indian 

Constitution

Scan to know 
more about  
this topic

Expanding Scope 
of Rights
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  Right to Freedom:
  Right to Freedom means the absence of interference in our affairs by others – be it other individuals or the 

government. 
  Under the Indian Constitution, all citizens have the right to freedom of speech and expression:
 (i) Freedom to assemble in a peaceful manner.
 (ii) Freedom to form associations and unions.
 (iii) Freedom to move freely throughout the country.
 (iv) Freedom to reside in any part of the country.
 (v) Freedom to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business. 
 (vi) Citizens have the freedom to hold meetings, processions, rallies and demonstrations on any issue.
 (vii) Your freedom should not cause public nuisance or disorder. You are free to do everything which injures no 

one else.
 Right against Exploitation:
  Right against Exploitation prevents the exploitation of weaker sections of society.
  Our Constitution forbids human trafficking.
  The Constitution bans practices of bonded or forced labour.
  The Constitution also prohibits child labour. Under this a child who is below 14 yrs, is restricted to work.
Right to Freedom of Religion:
  As India is a secular country, every citizen is free to profess, propagate and practice any religion he/she believes 

in.
  This ensures that no one can force anyone to convert his/her religion, but a person is free to convert religion on 

his/her own will. 
  It does not mean that one can do whatever he/she wants in the name of religion.
  Also, the government cannot pressurise any person to pay any tax for promotion of any religion or religious 

institutions.
Cultural and Educational Rights:
  This protects the right of every citizen to maintain their culture, language or script.
  Admission to any educational institution maintained by government or receiving government aid cannot be 

refused to anyone on the ground of religion or language.
  This ensures right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.
Right to Constitutional Remedies:
  The Fundamental Rights in the Constitution are important because they are enforceable. We have a right to seek 

the enforcement of the above mentioned rights. This is called the Right to Constitutional Remedies.
  This Fundamental Right makes other rights effective. It is possible that sometimes our rights may be violated by 

fellow citizens, private bodies or by the government. When any of our rights are violated we can seek remedy 
through courts. If it is a Fundamental Right, we can directly approach the Supreme Court or the High Court 
of a state. That is why Dr. Ambedkar called the Right to Constitutional Remedies, ‘the heart and soul’ of our 
Constitution.

  Courts also enforce the Fundamental Rights against private individuals and bodies. The Supreme Court and High 
Courts have the power to issue directions, orders or writs for the enforcement of the Fundamental Rights. 

  A person can go to court against the violation of a Fundamental Right. If it is of social or public interest, it is called 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL). Under the PIL, any citizen or group of citizens can approach the Supreme Court 
or a High Court for the protection of public interest against a particular law or action of the government.

Additional Rights Guaranteed by Indian Constitution
  While Fundamental Rights are the source of all rights, our constitution and law offers a wider range of rights. 

Over the years the scope of rights has expanded. From time to time, the courts gave judgments to expand the 
scope of rights. 

  Now, school education has become a right for Indian citizens. The governments are responsible for providing free 
and compulsory education to all children up to the age of 14 years.

  Parliament has enacted a law giving the right to information to the citizens. We have a right to seek information 
from government offices.

  Recently, the Supreme Court has expanded the meaning of the right to life to include the right to food. 
  The right to property and right to vote in elections are important Constitutional Rights.
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 Constitution of South Africa guarantees its citizens several kinds of new rights:
  Right to privacy, so that citizens or their homes cannot be searched, their phones cannot be tapped, their 

communication cannot be opened.
  Right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well being.
  Right to have access to adequate housing.
  Right to have access to health care services, sufficient food and water; no one must be refused of emergency 

medical treatment.
 Human right activists all over the world seek a set of rights as a standard of human rights. These include:
  Right to work: opportunity to everyone to earn livelihood by working.
  Right to safe and healthy working conditions, fair wages that can provide decent standard of living for the 

workers and their families.
  Right to adequate standard of living including adequate food, clothing and housing.
  Right to social security and insurance.
  Right to Health: Medical care during illness, special care for women during childbirth and prevention of 

epidemics.
  Right to education: Free and compulsory primary education, equal access to higher education.

Key Terms 

  Dalit: A person who belongs to the castes which are considered low and not touchable by others. Dalits are also 
known by other names such as the scheduled castes, deprived classes, etc.

  Trafficking: Selling and buying of men, women or children for immoral purposes.
  Summon: An order issued by a court asking a person to appear before it.
  Writ: A formal document containing an order of the court to the government issued only by the High Court or 

the Supreme Court.
  National Human Rights Commission: It is an independent organization established in 1993. Its main work is to 

focus on human rights and help the victims, whose rights are violated.
  Covenant: It is a promise made by individuals, groups or countries to uphold a rule or principle. It is legally 

binding on the signatories to the agreement or statement.

Example

  Explain the Right to Culture and Education for 
minorities.

Ans.

 Step 1: The Constitution specifies the cultural and 
educational rights of the minorities. Any section of 
citizens with a distinct language or culture has a 
right to conserve it.

 Step 2: Admission to any educational institution 
maintained by government or receiving government 

aid cannot be denied to any citizen on the ground of 
religion or language.

 Step 3: All minorities have the right to establish 
and administer educational institutions of their 
choice. Here minority does not mean only religious 
minority at the national level.

 Step 4: In some places, people speaking a particular 
language are in majority while, people speaking a 
different language are in a minority.

subjective  type  Questions 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. “Secularism is based on the idea that the state 
is concerned only with relations among human 
beings”. Explain. U

 (Board Term II, 2017, 2016)

 Ans. (i) As a secular nation, every citizen of India has 
the right to freedom of religion, i.e., “Liberty of 
thought, belief, faith and worship”.
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 (ii) We have the freedom to run religious affairs.
 (iii) Indian Constitution firmly states that all religions 

are equal before law.
 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017) (1×3=3)
Q. 2. “It is the language, culture and religion of 

minorities that needs special protection”. What 
provisions have been made by the Indian 
Constitution for the protection of these for the 
minorities? U   (Board Term II, 2017)

 Ans. (i) Yes, otherwise, they may get neglected or 
undermined under the impact of the language, 
religion and culture of majority.

 (ii) The Constitution specifies that any section of 
citizens with a distinct language or culture have a 
right to conserve it.

 (iii) Admission to any education institution maintained 
by government cannot be denied to any citizen on 
the ground of religion or language.

 (iv) All minorities have the right to establish and 
administer educational institution of their choice. 

 (Any three points)

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2017) (1×3=3)
Q. 3. Explain how the scope of the right to information 

has expanded over time. U
   (Board Term II, 2015)

 Ans. Parliament has enacted a law giving the right to 
information to the citizens.

  This Act was made under the Fundamental Right 
to freedom of thought and expression.

  Citizens have right to seek information from 
government offices. 

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2015) 3  
Q. 4. X says. “I will defame Y as I don’t like him. I will 

even say false and mean things about him that 
will cause damage to his reputation.”

  Is the action of X protected under Right to 
Freedom of Speech? If not, then state the reason. 

   R  (Board Term II, 2013)
 Ans. No, the action is not protected.
  One of the exceptions to Right to Freedom of 

Speech and Expression, is that this right can not 
be used to defame others or to cause damage to 
reputation.

Q. 5. Why are rights guaranteed by the Indian 
Constitution called Fundamental Rights?  R

   (Board Term II, 2011)

Ans. (i) These rights are essential for the overall 
development of the citizens.

 (ii) These are enforceable in the courts of law.
 (iii) These have been given to all the citizens by 

the Indian Constitution and the government 
cannot abolish them.

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011) (1×3=3)

Q. 6. Mention the restrictions that can be imposed on 
various forms of freedoms granted by the Indian 
Constitution. U  (Board Term II, 2011)

 Ans. The following restrictions can be imposed 
on various forms of freedoms granted by the 
Constitution :

 (i) Freedom of speech and expression–
reasonable restrictions can be imposed on 
this freedom.

 (ii) Restriction on freedom to hold meetings, 
processions, rallies and demonstrations and  
reasonable restrictions can be put in the 
interest of public order.

 (iii) Restriction on freedom to form associations 
and unions can be imposed in the interest 
of public order, morality or sovereignty or 
integrity of India.

 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011) (1×3=3)

Q. 7. Mention any three rights of a detained person. U
  (Board Term II, 2011)

Ans. (i) To be informed of the reason of arrest and 
detention. 

 (ii) To be produced before the nearest magistrate 
within 24 hours of arrest. 

 (iii) Right to consult a lawyer or engage a lawyer 
for his defence.

(CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011) (1×3=3)  

Q. 8. “The Right to Constitutional Remedies is the heart 
and soul of the Indian Constitution”. Justify the 
statement. R  (KVS, 2011)

OR

  What and why did Dr. B. R. Ambedkar refer to as 
the heart and soul of our Constitution? 
 (Board Term II, 2011)

OR

  Which right is the heart and soul of our Constitu-
tion? Explain why is it so called. 
 (Board Term II, 2011)

 Ans. The Right to Constitutional Remedy is the ‘heart 
and soul’ of the Indian Constitution in the 
following ways:

 (i) When any of our rights are violated we can seek 
a remedy through courts. If it is a Fundamental 
Right, we can directly approach the Supreme 
Court or the High Court of a state.

 (ii) If any act of the legislature or the executive takes 
away or limits any of the Fundamental Rights it 
will be invalid. We can challenge such laws of the 
central and the state government in the court of 
law.

 (iii) The Supreme Court and the High Courts have the 
power to issue directions, orders or writs for the 
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights. 

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2011) (1 × 3 = 3)
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Q. 9. What do you understand by public interest 
litigation? Mention any two significances.  U

   (Board Term II, 2011)
 Ans. PIL—Anyone can approach the court if public 

interest is hurt by the actions of the government. 
Importance of PIL :

 (a) The courts intervene to prevent the misuse of 
the government powers to make decisions. 

 (b) They check malpractices on part of public 
officials.

(CBSE  Marking Scheme, 2011) (1+2=3)
Q. 10. Are the reservations provided to the Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes and OBCs against the 
Right to Equality? Give reasons. R

Ans. (i) These reservations are not against the Right to 
Equality.

 (ii) In a broader sense, equality does mean giving 
everyone the same treatments, no matter what 
they need.

 (iii) Equality means giving everyone an equal 
opportunity to achieve whatever one is 
capable of. Sometimes, it is necessary to give 
job reservation to socially and economically 
backward sections of the society to ensure 
equal opportunity.

 (iv) The constitutions says that reservations of 
this kind are not a violation of the Right to 
Equality. (Any three) (1×3=3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Some students mentioned that reservations 
provided to SC, ST and OBCs are against Right 
to Equality.

Answering Tip 

  Reservations are provided to weaker sections of 
the society to make them move forward in life.

Q. 11. Right to Freedom comes with some limitations. 
Justify with three suitable examples.  A

Ans. (i) You cannot use your Right to Freedom to 
incite people to rebel against government or 
to defame others.

 (ii) We can hold meetings but peacefully.
 (iii) We cannot carry weapons while participating 

in a procession or a meeting. (1×3=3)

Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. Describe the features of Right against 
Exploitation. A  (Board Term II, 2016, KVS)

OR
  Describe the various provisions given under the 

Right against Exploitation. (Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans.  Once the Right to Liberty and Equality is granted, 
it follows that every citizen has a right not to be 
exploited.

 (i)  The Indian Constitution prohibits trafficking in 
human beings. Trafficking here means buying 
and selling of human beings, usually women for 
immoral purposes.

 (ii)   Our Constitution also prohibits forced labour 
or ‘begar’ in any form. Begar is a practice where 
the worker is forced to work without any 
remuneration.

 (iii)  The Indian Constitution also prohibits child labour. 
No one can employ children below fourteen years 
to work in any factory or mine or in any other 
hazardous work place.

   (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2016)  (2½+2½=5)

Q. 2. ‘A secular state has no official religions’. Explain.
 U  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. People can follow different religions or some may 
not believe in any religion. State is concerned 
with relations among human beings and not with 
relations among human beings and God. Indian 
secularism is neutral and impartial in dealing 
with all religions. State does not offer any special 

privilege or favour to any particular religions. No 
jobs or promotions are based on religions. 

Q. 3. Explain the right which protects all other rights. 
U  (Board Term II, 2016)

OR
  Explain what is meant by the ‘Right to 

Constitutional Remedies’?    
   (Board Term II, 2015, KVS)
Ans.  (i) The right which protects all other rights is called 

the Right to Constitutional Remedies.
 (ii) Dr. B. R. Ambedkar called it ‘the heart and soul’ of 

the Indian Constitution.
 (iii) If rights are like guarantees, they are of no use, if 

there is no one to honour them.
 (iv) Fundamental rights are important because they are 

enforceable.
 (v) If the rights are violated, we can seek protection or 

remedy through courts.
 (vi) In case of violation of fundamental rights, a person 

can go directly to the Supreme Court and High 
courts.  (Any five) (1×5=5)

Q. 4. “Rule of law is the foundation of any democracy”. 
Explain with the help of examples. A

   (Board 2014, Term II) 
Ans.  (i) Right to Equality means that the laws apply in the 

same manner to all, regardless of a person’s status. 
This is called the rule of law. It is the foundation of 
any democracy.
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 (ii) It means that no person is above the law. There 

cannot be any distinction between a political leader, 
government official and an ordinary citizen.

 (iii) The government shall not discriminate against any 
citizen on grounds of religion, caste, ethnicity, sex 
or place of birth.

 (iv) Every citizen shall have access to public places like 
shops, restaurants, hotels and cinema halls. There 
should be no restrictions with regard to the use of 
wells, tanks, etc.

 (v) The principle applies to public jobs. All citizens 
have equality of opportunity in matters relating to 
employment or appointment to any position in the 
government. (1×5=5)

Q. 5. Can a person change his religion? Support  
your answer with the concerned Fundamental 
Right. U  (Board Term II, 2016)

 Ans. Yes, a person can change his religion. He/She is free 
to change religion on his or her own will.

 (i) Right to Freedom of Religion states that in India 
every person has a right to profess, practice and 
propagate the religion he or she believes in.

 (ii) The right to propagate ones religion, however does 
not mean that a person has right to compel another  
person to convert into his religion by force, fraud, 
inducement or allurement.

 (iii) Every religious group is free to manage its religious 
affairs.

 (iv) The government cannot compel any person to pay 
any taxes for the propagation of any particular 
religion or religious institution.

 (v) There shall be no religious instruction in the 
government educational institutions. In educational 
institutions managed by private bodies no person 
shall be compelled to take part in any religious 
instruction or to attend any religious worship.

(1×5=5)

Commonly Made Error 

  The students were unable to mention the 
appropriate features related to the Right of 
Religion.

Answering Tip 

  Right to Freedom of Religion gives Indians 
freedom to follow any religion they wish to.

Q. 6. Why are the rights guaranteed by the Indian 
Constitution called Fundamental Rights? Mention 
all the Fundamental Rights.

    R  (Board Term II, 2012)
OR

  What are rights? Mention the Fundamental Rights 
provided by the Indian Constitution. 

(Board Term II, 2012)

 Ans. Refer to Ans. of Q. 4. (Short Answer Type Questions)
  List of Fundamental Rights:
  (i) Right to Equality
  (ii) Right to Freedom
  (iii) Right against Exploitation
  (iv) Right to Freedom of Religion
  (v) Cultural and Educational Rights
  (vi) Right to Constitutional Remedies. (2+3=5)

Q. 7. Describe any five provisions of the Right to 
Freedom.  A  (Board Term II, 2012)

OR

  “The Right to Freedom is a cluster of six rights.” 
Explain. (Board Term II, 2011)

OR

  Why is Right to Freedom called a cluster of Rights? 
Explain. (Board Term II, 2011)

OR

  “Right to Freedom is a cluster of different 
freedoms.” Elaborate. (Board Term II, 2011)

OR
  Right to Freedom incorporates several freedoms. 

List any six. (Board Term II, 2010)

 Ans. Freedom means the absence of constraints. 
In practical life, it means — the  absence of 
interference by other individuals or by the 
government in our internal affairs.

  Under the Indian Constitution, all citizens have 
the following freedoms :

 (i) Freedom of speech and expression.

 (ii) Assembly in a peaceful manner.

 (iii) Form associations and unions.

 (iv) Move freely throughout the country.

 (v) Reside in any part of the country.

 (vi) Practice any profession, or to carry on any 
occupation, trade or business. (Any five)

  Besides the above–mentioned ones, the 
Constitution says that :

 (i) No person can be deprived of his life or personal 
liberty except according to procedure established 
by law.

  Even when they do so, they have to follow some 
procedure.

 (ii) A person who is arrested and detained in custody 
will have to be informed of the reasons for such 
arrest and detention.

 (iii) A person who is arrested and detained shall be 
produced before the nearest magistrate within a 
period of 24 hrs. of his arrest. Such a person has 
the right to consult a lawyer or engage a lawyer 
for his defence. 
 (CBSE Marking Scheme, 2012) (1×5=5)
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objective  type  Questions (1 mark each)

A Multiple Choice Questions

Q. 1. What was the reason given by America for 
imprisoning people at Guantanamo Bay?

 (A) America considered them as inferior.
 (B) America considered them as superior and 

therefore a threat.
 (C) America considered them as enemies and 

linked them to the attack on New York on 11th 
September, 2001.

 (D) America considered them as enemies and 
linked them to the attack on New York on 11th 
September, 2004.    R , C , E

Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
Q. 2. What are rights?
 (A) Rights are claims of a person over other 

fellow beings, over the society and over the  
government.        

 (B) Rights given only to a particular group.
 (C) Rights given only to male section of the society.
 (D) The correct doings of a society. U , A
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 3. What can be done in case of infringement of the 

rights in a democracy?
 (A) They have no other option but to remain quiet.
 (B) They  can approach courts to protect their 

rights.
 (C) They can approach neighbours for help.
 (D) They can crib about it. U , An , E , A
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 4. Which Fundamental Right allows imparting 

religious instructions in minority educational 
institutions?

 (A) Right to expression
 (B) Right to move freely in the country
 (C) Right to life
 (D) Cultural and Educational Right R
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 5. Which Fundamental Right was considered as “The 

Soul of Constitution” by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar? 
 (A) Right to move freely in the country
 (B) Cultural and Educational Right
 (C) Right to Constitutional Remedies
 (D) Right to admission   U , R
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
Q. 6. According to which Fundamental Right, the public 

place should be accessible to all the persons? 
 (A) Right to Equality
 (B) Right to Constitutional Remedies
 (C) Right to Life
 (D) Right to Education   R
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

Q. 7. The National Human Rights Commission is an 
independent commission, set up by the law in the 
year __________ . 

 (A) 1992 (B) 1993
 (C) 1995 (D) 2005 R
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 8. What is the full form of PIL?
 (A) Private Investigation Limited
 (B) Public Interest Limited
 (C) Public Interest Litigation
 (D) Private Interest Litigation  R
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

B State whether True or False

(a) Rights are necessary for the very sustenance of a 
democracy.

(b) Right to Freedom means interference by the 
government.

(c) An order issued by a court asking a person to 
appear before it is called as a Summon.

(d) The National Human Rights Commission is an 
independent commission.

(e) The government can compel any person to pay 
any taxes for the propagation of any particular 
religion or religious institution.

Ans. (a) True, (b) False, (c) True, (d) True, (e) False

C Fill in the Blanks
(a) Right to Freedom incorporates several 

______________________.
(b) ______________________  means buying and 

selling of human beings.
(c) _____________ provided to minorities supports 

the idea of ‘Right to Equality’.
(d) The Fundamental Rights in the Constitution are 

important because they are __________________.
(e) There are _____________ Fundamental Rights 

given by the Indian Constitution.
Ans. (a) freedoms; (b) Trafficking; (c) Reservation; 

(d) enforceable; (e) Six

D Answer the following questions 
in one word /one sentence

(a) Who stated that Right to Constitutional 
Remedies were the ‘heart and soul’ of the Indian 
Constitution?

Ans. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

(b) The governments are responsible for providing 
free and compulsory education to all children up 
to what age?

Ans. 14 years
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(c) Who has the power to appoint the judges in Saudi 

Arabia?

Ans. King

(d) Which instrument in India acts as a safeguard for 
the protection of Rights?

Ans. The Indian Constitution

(e) To whom can the citizens approach, if their rights 
are violated?

Ans. The Court

(f) Why some rights are needed to be placed higher 
than the Government ?

Ans. So that the Government cannot violate these rights.

(g) What can be done in case of infringement of the 
rights in a democracy?

Ans. People can approach the court.

E Match the following

 Q. 1. Match the following Column I with Column II:

Column I Column II

(i) PIL (a) Crimes against 
humanity.

(ii) Amnesty 
International

(b) Helping the 
victims to secure 
their human 
rights.

(iii) International 
Court of Justice

(c) Public interest 
against a 
particular action

(iv) NHRC (d) International 
Human Rights 
Organisation

 Ans. (i) (c), (ii) (d), (iii) (a), (iv) (b)

 Q. 2. Match the following Column I with Column II:

Column I Column II

(i) Right to 
Freedom

(a) Practices 
infringing 
women’s 
freedom.

(ii) Right against 
Exploitation

(b) Reside in any 
part of the 
country.

(iii) Right to 
Constitutional 
Remedies

(c) Prohibits Begar.

(iv) Right to 
Freedom of 
Religion

(d) ‘the heart and 
soul’ of our 
Constitution.

 Ans. (i) (b), (ii) (c), (iii) (d), (iv) (a)

F Assertion and Reason

In the questions given below, there are two 
statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason 
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct 
options. U

Options:
 (A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 

explanation of A.
 (B) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct 

explanation of A.
 (C) A is correct but R is wrong.
 (D) A is wrong but R is correct.

 Q. 1. Assertion (A): Every society makes certain rules to 
regulate our conduct.

Reason (R): The notion of rights changes from 
time to time and society to society.

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

 Q. 2. Assertion (A): There cannot be any distinction 
between a political leader, government official and 
an ordinary citizen.

Reason (R): Your freedoms should not cause public 
nuisance or disorder.

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

G Picture Based Questions

 Q. 1. Study the given picture carefully: 

This picture is related to which of the following 
right?

 (A) Right to Freedom
 (B) Right to Equality
 (C) Right against Exploitation
 (D) Cultural and Educational Rights

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
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 Q. 2.

This picture is violating which of the following 
right:
(A) Right to Equality
(B) Right against Exploitation  

(C) Right to Freedom
(D) Cultural and Educational Rights

Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

H Correct and rewrite the
sentences

 Q. 1. Freedom means absence of assurance.
 Ans. Freedom means absence of Constraints.
 Q. 2. A person who is arrested and detained shall be 

produced before the nearest police station within 
a period of 8 hours of arrest.

 Ans. A person who is arrested and detained shall be 
produced before the nearest magistrate within a 
period of 24 hours of arrest.

 Q. 3. The educational institutions are responsible for 
providing free and compulsory education to all 
children up to the age of 18 years.

 Ans. The governments are responsible for providing 
free and compulsory education to all children up 
to the age of 14 years.

competency based Questions (4 marks each)

Case based MCQs

 I. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow:  (1+1+1+1=4)
Sometimes, it leads to expansion in the legal rights 
that the citizen can enjoy. From time-to-time, the 
courts gave judgments to expand the scope of 
rights. Certain rights like right to freedom of press, 
right to information and right to education, are 
derived from the Fundamental Rights. Now school 
education has become a right for Indian citizens. 
The governments are responsible for providing 
free and compulsory education to all children up 
to the age of 14 years. Parliament has enacted a 
law giving the right to information to the citizens. 
This Act was made under the Fundamental Right 
to freedom of thought and expression. We have 
a right to seek information from government 
offices. Recently, the Supreme Court has expanded 
the meaning of the right to life to include the 
right to food. Also, rights are not limited only 
to Fundamental Rights as enumerated in the 
Constitution. Constitution provides many more 
rights, which may not be Fundamental Rights. For 
example, the right to property is not a Fundamental 
Right but it is a constitutional right. Right to vote 
in elections is an important constitutional right. 

 1. Which right is included under right to life?
 (A) Right to Vote (B) Freedom of Press
 (C) Right to Food (D) Freedom of Thought
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 2. Which of the following is a constitutional right?
 (A) Right to Vote (B) Right to Property
 (C) Right to Life (D) Both (A) and (B)
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
 3. A new law enacted under the Right to freedom of 

thought and expression is:
 (A) Right to Food (B) Right to Information
 (C) Freedom of Press (D) Freedom of Thought
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
 4. Who are entitled to get free education?
 (A) Children up to the age of 14 years.
 (B) Children up to the age of 18 years.
 (C) Children up to the age of 12 years.
 (D) Children up to the age of 10 years.
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

 II. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow: (1+1+1+1=4)
Citizens have the freedom to hold meetings, 
processions, rallies and demonstrations on any 
issue. They may want to discuss a problem, 
exchange ideas, mobilise public support to a cause, 
or seek votes for a candidate or party in an election. 
But such meetings have to be peaceful. They should 
not lead to public disorder or breach of peace in 
society. Those who participate in these activities 
and meetings should not carry weapons with them. 
Citizens also can form associations. For example, 
workers in a factory can form a workers’ union to 
promote their interests. Some people in a town may 
come together to form an association to campaign 
against corruption or pollution. As citizens we have 
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the freedom to travel to any part of the country. 
We are free to reside and settle in any party of the 
territory of India. This right allows lakhs of people 
to migrate from villages to towns and from poorer 
regions of the countries to prosperous regions and 
big cities. The same freedom extends to choice of 
occupations. No one can force you to do or not to 
do a certain job. Women cannot be told that some 
kinds of occupations are not for them. People from 
deprived castes cannot be kept to their traditional 
occupations. The Constitution says that no person 
can be deprived of his life or personal liberty except 
according to procedure established by law. It means 
that no person can be killed unless the court has 
ordered a death sentence. It also means that a 
government or police officer cannot arrest or detain 
any citizen unless he has proper legal justification.
 

 1. Citizens have the freedom to:
 (A) Discuss a problem (B) Hold meetings
 (C) Form associations (D) All of these
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
 2. What allows us to settle in any part of the country?
 (A) Right to Freedom
 (B) Right to Equality
 (C) Right against Exploitation
 (D) None of these
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 3. The ............... says that no person can be deprived 

of his liberty.
 (A) Women (B) Constitution
 (C) Lawyer (D) Association
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
 4. Without ..............., a police officer cannot detain 

any person.
 (A) public support (B) weapons
 (C) legal justification (D) All of these
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
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 l    Overview; l What is Food Security?; l Why Food Security?;
	 	 l	Who are Food insecure?; l	Food Security in India; l What is Buffer Stock?;
	 	 l	What is the Public Distribution System?; l Current Status of Public Distribution 

System; l Role of Cooperatives in food security

Topic-1 Introduction to Food Security

Revision Notes

		What is food security?

l Food is as essential for living as air is for breathing. But food security means something more than getting 
two square meals.

l Food security means availability, accessibility and affordability of food to all people at all times.

		Why food security?

l  People living in poverty suffer from lack of food security most of the time as they cannot 
afford food. In situations of natural disasters like flood, drought and earthquake, the 
problem of food security assumes larger proportions and affects a larger number of 
people.

l Natural calamities like flood and drought destroy crops and existing food stocks triggering 
a chain reaction. Destruction and decrease in the production of food causes decrease in 
the availability of food. A decrease in the availability of food causes food prices to rise. The 
rise in food prices decreases the afford ability, and more people are unable to buy food. 

l A natural calamity affecting a large area for a long duration of time leads to starvation and 
conditions of famine. 

l A famine is characterized by wide spread deaths due to starvation and epidemics caused 
by forced use of contaminated water or decaying food and loss of body resistance due to 
weakening from starvation.

l The worst famine in Indian history was the Bengal Famine that hit the Bengal province of 
British India in 1943. 

l In India, deaths due to starvation are often reported from Kalahandi and Kashipur in Odisha, Baran in 
Rajasthan and Palamau in Jharkhand. Therefore, food security is needed in a country to ensure food at all 
times.
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		Who are food-insecure?

l A large section of people suffers from food and nutrition insecurity in India, the worst affected groups are 
landless people with little or no land to depend upon, traditional artisans, providers of traditional services, 
petty self-employed workers and destitute including beggars. 

l In the urban areas, the food insecure families are those whose working members are generally employed in 
ill-paid occupations and casual labour market.

l The people affected by natural disasters, who have to migrate to other areas in search of work, are also 
among the most food insecure people.

l A large proportion of pregnant and nursing mothers and children under the age of 5 years constitute an 
important segment of the food insecure population.

l Hunger is another aspect indicating food insecurity. Hunger has chronic and seasonal dimensions. Chronic 
hunger is a consequence of diets persistently inadequate in terms of quantity and/or quality. Seasonal 
hunger is related to cycles of food growing and harvesting.

l India is aiming at self-sufficiency in food grains since Independence. India adopted a new strategy in 
agriculture, which resulted in the ‘Green Revolution’ especially in the production of wheat and rice.

		Food Security in India

l India has become self-sufficient in food grains during the last thirty years because of a variety of crops 
grown all over the country.

l The introduction of modern farming methods brought about the Green Revolution in India and was marked 
by a dramatic increase in the production of food grains.

l The availability of food grains at the country level has further been ensured with a carefully designed food 
security system by the government. This system has two components: buffer stock and public distribution 
system.

l Buffer Stock is the stock of food grains, namely wheat and rice procured by the government through Food 
Corporation of India (FCI).

l The food procured by the FCI is distributed through government regulated ration shops among the poorer 
section of the society. This is called the public distribution system (PDS).

l Public Distribution System (PDS) is the most important step taken by the Government of India (GoI) towards 
ensuring food security.

Key Terms 

		Green Revolution: It is a programme under which HYV varieties of wheat and rice seedlings are planted in the 
fields of poor farmers. 

		Food Corporation of India: Since the Green Revolution, food grain production in India has increased manifold. 
The food security system in India consists of the creation of buffer stocks of food grains and their distribution 
through the public distribution system. Every year, after the harvest of food grains like wheat and rice, the 
government buys food grains from farmers through the Food Corporation of India. 

		Rationing: It is a term given to the government-controlled distribution of resources and scarce goods or services. 
It restricts how much people are allowed to buy or consume at a particular time in a particular period. 

		Malnutrition: It is a state of not having enough food or not getting nutritious food. 

		Wheat Revolution: It was a special stamp released in July 1968 by Indira Gandhi, the Prime Minister of India, 
to officially record the impressive achievement of the Green Revolution. 

		Hunger: Hunger is both a cause and effect of poverty and indicates food insecurity.
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Example
  What are the problems of the functioning of ration 

shops?

Answer:
 Step 1: The public distribution system (PDS) 

is the most important step taken by the Indian 
government towards ensuring food security. 
However, there have been several problems related 
to the functioning of ration shops.

 Step 2: The food grains supplied by the ration shops 
are not enough to meet the consumption needs 
of the poor. As a result, they have to depend on 
markets instead. 

 Step 3: The average all-India level of consumption 
of PDS grains is only 1 kg per person per month.

 Step 4: Most public-distribution-system dealers’ 
resort to malpractices like diverting food grains to 

open market to make profits, selling poor quality 
grains at ration shops, irregular opening of the 
shops, etc. Such actions make safe and nutritious 
food inaccessible and unaffordable for many of the 
poor.

 Step 5: Under the targeted public distribution 
system, there are three kinds of ration cards: 
Antyodaya cards (for the poorest of the poor), BPL 
cards (for those below poverty line) and APL cards 
(for all others). Prices of the food materials are fixed 
accordingly. Under this system, any family above 
the poverty line gets very little discount at the ration 
shop. The price of food items for an APL family is 
almost as high as in the open market, so there is 
little incentive for them to buy the items from the 
ration shop.

SUbjECTIvE  TYpE  QUESTIONS 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. What were the main features of National Food for 
Work Programme? A  (Board Term II, 2017)

Ans. (i) NFWP was launched in 2004 in 150 most 
backward districts of the country.

(ii) The programme is open to all the rural poor 
who are in need of wage employment and 
desire to do manual unskilled work.

(iii) Implemented on a 100% centrally sponsored 
scheme and food grains are provided free of 
cost to the states.  (1 × 3 = 3)
 (CBSE Marking Scheme 2017)

Q. 2. How does social composition play an important 
role in food security of the country?    
 U  (Board Term II, 2017)  

Ans. (i) The SCs, STs and sub sections of the OBCs 
(lower caste among them) who have either 
poor land base or very low land productivity 
are prone to food insecurity.

(ii) The people affected by natural disasters, 
who have to migrate to other areas in search 
of work, are also among the most food 
insecure people.

(iii) High incidence of malnutrition prevails 
among women.

 (CBSE Marking Scheme 2017) (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 3. Compare the average consumption levels of PDS 
grain in different states of India.    
 U  (Board Term II, 2014) 

Ans. The average consumption of PDS grain at the all-
India level is only 1 kg per person per month.
(i) The average consumption figure is as low as 

less than 300 gms per person per month in the 
states of Bihar, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh.

(ii) In contrast, the average consumption in most 
of the southern states like Kerala, Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh is in the 
range of 3–4 kgs per person per month.

(iii) In Madhya Pradesh, only 5% of wheat and 
rice consumption of the poor are met through 
ration shop. (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 4. Who are said to be unsecured people in rural and 
urban areas of India? Name the two states where 
the largest number of food unsecured people are 
found. R  (Board Term II, 2013)

Ans. (i) In the rural areas, food unsecured people 
comprise of landless people, traditional 
artisans, self-employed workers and beggars. 

(ii) In urban areas, they include people employed 
in ill-paid occupations and casual labour, and 
workers engaged in seasonal activities. 

(iii) The largest number of food unsecured people 
are found in the state of UP, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Odisha, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, parts of 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. (1 × 3 = 3)
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Q. 5. How is food security affected by a calamity? 
Explain.  A  (Board Term II 2012, 2013 )

OR

 What happens to food security when there is a 
disaster or a calamity?  U  (NCERT)

Ans. Food security is affected by a calamity as: 
(i) Total production of food grains decreases. 
(ii) It creates a shortage of food in the affected 

areas. 
(iii) Due to shortage of food, the price goes up. 
(iv) At the high prices, some people cannot afford 

to buy food. (Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)
Q. 6. Explain the different dimensions of food security.  

R  (Board Term II, 2012)
Ans. (i) Availability of food: This means food 

production within the country, food imports 
and the previous year’s stock stored in 
government granaries.

(ii) Accessibility of food: This means that food is 
within the reach of every person.

(iii) Affordability of food: This implies that a 
person has enough money to buy sufficient, 
safe and nutritious food to meet one’s dietary 
needs. (1 × 3 = 3)

Commonly Made Error 

  Generally, students do not discuss the 
dimensions of food security in detail.

Answering Tip 

  Discuss availability, accessibility and 
affordability of food security in detail.

Q. 7. How can food security be ensured in a country? 
 U  (Board Term II, 2012) (NCERT)

Ans. The food security is ensured in a country only if:
(i) Enough food is available for all the people, 

i.e., no person should die because of hunger. 
Everyone should get enough food for their 
livelihood. 

(ii) Everyone has the capacity to buy food. Food 
should be available to all, i.e., it should not 
be so expensive that it becomes difficult for a 
person to buy it. 

(iii) Food should be accessible to all ignoring all the 
barriers of rich and poor classes, etc. 
 (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 8. What is meant by buffer stock? Why the 
Government creates buffer stock?

 R  (Board 2012, Term II)
OR

 Why buffer stock is created by the government?  
 U  (NCERT) 

Ans. Buffer stock is the stock of food grains such as 
wheat and rice procured by the government 
through FCI. A buffer stock of food grains is 
created by the government so as to distribute the 
procured food grains in the food-deficit areas and 
among the poorer strata of society at a price lower 
than the market price. A buffer stock helps resolve 
the problem of shortage of food during adverse 
weather conditions or during periods of calamity.

Q. 9. Describe any three categories of people who are 
prone to food insecurity. A  (Board 2012, Term II)

OR
 Which are the people more prone to food 

insecurity? (NCERT)
Ans. Categories of people who are prone to food 

insecurity are: 
(i) Landless people with little or no land to 

depend upon. 
(ii) Traditional artisans and providers of traditional 

services. 
(iii) Self-employed workers and destitute including 

beggars. 
(iv) In urban areas-

(a) Working members employed in ill-paid 
occupations. 

(b) Casual labour in the market.
 (Any three) (1 × 3 = 3)

Commonly Made Errors

  Most of the students mentioned people from 
the rural areas only who were prone to food 
insecurity.

  Most of the students gave the definition of 
food security instead of telling how it can be 
ensured.

Answering Tips

  Discuss any three categories of people prone 
to food insecurity from both rural and urban 
areas.

  The food security is ensured only if the food is 
available for all the people and everyone has 
the capacity to buy the food.

Q. 10. What are famines? Who were the most affected 
group of the devastating famine of Bengal?  
 R  (Board Term II, 2011)

Ans. Meaning of famine: Famine can be defined as 
widespread deaths due to starvation and epidemics 
caused by the forced use of contaminated water 
or decayed food and loss of resistance due to 
weakening from starvation.

 The most affected group: Agricultural labourers, 
fishermen, transport workers and casual labourers.
 (2 + 1 = 3)
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Commonly Made Error 

  Most of the students gave the definition of 
famine only.

Answering Tip 

  Students should also write the groups which 
were most affected by the devastating famine 
of Bengal.

Q. 11.  ‘Hunger is an important aspect indicating food 
insecurity’. Give argument in favour of statement 
along with its dimensions. 
 R (Board Term II, 2011)

Ans. (i) Hunger is not just an expression of poverty, it 
brings about poverty. The attainment of food 
security therefore involves eliminating current 
hunger and reducing the risk of future hunger.

(ii) Hunger has chronic and seasonal dimensions.
(iii) Chronic hunger is a consequence of diets 

persistently inadequate in terms of quantity 
or quality due to low income. Seasonal hunger 
is related to cycles of food growing and 
harvesting. (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 12. Give three differences between chronic hunger 
and seasonal hunger. R  (Board Term II, 2011)

OR
 Differentiate between seasonal hunger and 

chronic hunger. R  (NCERT) 
Ans. Seasonal hunger is related to cycles of food growing 

and harvesting. This is prevalent in rural areas 
because of the seasonal nature of agricultural 
activities, and in urban areas because of the 
casual labour (e.g., there is less work for casual 
construction labour during the rainy season). This 
type of hunger exists when a person is unable to get 
work for the entire year.

 Chronic hunger is a consequence of diets 
persistently inadequate in terms of quantity and/
or quality. Poor people suffer from chronic hunger 
because of their very low income and in turn, 
inability to buy food even for survival. (1½ + 1½ = 
3)

Q. 13. ‘The food insecure people are disproportionately 
large in some regions of the country.’ Explain. U

Ans. The economically backward states such as Uttar 
Pradesh (eastern and south-eastern parts), Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh and 
some parts of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra 
account for largest number of food insecure people 
in the country. The tribal and remote areas are 
highly prone to poverty whereas regions more 
prone to natural disasters are vulnerable to poverty.

Q. 14. How does Public Distribution System ensure food 
security in India? Explain. U

Ans. The Public Distribution System ensures food 
security in India through government regulated 
ration shops among the poorer sections of the 
society. These ration shops, known as ‘Fair Price 
Shops’, are present in most localities, villages, 
towns and cities. They keep stocks of food grains, 
sugar and kerosene oil for cooking purposes. These 
items are sold to public at a price lower than the 
market price. Any family with a ration card can buy 
a stipulated amount of these items like thirty-five 
kg of grains, five liters of kerosene, five kg of sugar, 
etc. every month from the nearby ration shops.

Q. 15. Examine the activities of ration shops. R                       
Ans. The activities performed by the ration shops are:

(i) They distribute the items like food grains, 
sugar, kerosene and edible oil to the holders of 
the ration cards.

(ii) They maintain a stock register of the items 
which they receive and distribute.

(iii) They keep a check on the quality of the items 
to be distributed to the cardholders. 
 (1 × 3 = 3)

Q. 16. Do you believe that the green revolution has made 
India self-sufficient in food grains? How? 
 U  (NCERT)

Ans. In the late 1960s, the Green Revolution introduced 
the Indian farmer to the cultivation of high-yielding 
varieties (HYVs) of seeds. The HYVs (coupled with 
chemical fertilisers and pesticides) led to a growth 
in the productivity of food grains (especially 
wheat and rice), thereby helping India attain self-
sufficiency in food grains. Since the advent of the 
Green Revolution, the country has avoided famine 
even during adverse weather conditions.

Q. 17. What happens to the supply of food when there is 
a disaster or a calamity? U  (NCERT)

Ans. When there is a disaster or a calamity, the production 
of food grains decreases in the affected area. This 
in turn creates a shortage of food in the area. Due 
to the food shortage, the prices go up. The raised 
prices of food materials affect the capacity of many 
people to buy the same. When the calamity occurs 
in a very wide spread area or is stretched over 
a long period of time, it may cause a situation of 
starvation. A massive starvation can take the form 
of famine.

Q. 18. A section of people in India are still without food. 
Explain.  A  (NCERT)

Ans. Despite the large increase in food grain production, 
we find people without food in India. Poor people 
suffer from chronic hunger. They are unable to buy 
food. More than one-fifth of India’s population 
suffers from chronic hunger even today.

Q. 19. Which states are more food insecure in India? 
 R  (NCERT)

Ans. The economically-backward states with high 
incidence of poverty are more food insecure in 
India. The states of Uttar Pradesh (eastern and 
south-eastern parts), Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, West 
Bengal, Chhattisgarh, parts of Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra account for the largest number of food 
insecure people in the country.
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Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. What is FCI? Write any four functions of FCI 
  U  (Board Term II, 2017)

Ans. Food Corporation of India:
(i) Purchase of cereals.
(ii) Fixes the minimum support price.
(iii) Creates buffer stock.
(iv) Looks after P.D.S. 

 (1 + 4 = 5)(CBSE Marking Scheme 2017)

Detailed Answer:
 FCI refers to food corporation of India. The Food 

Corporation of India is a government agency which 
purchases food grains from the farmers wherever 
they are in surplus. It has helped the poor farmers 
of India to rise and earn. The main functions of 
Food corporation of India are as under:
(i) Food Corporation of India helps in 

transportation of seeds and other kinds of 
food to major parts of the country.

(ii) Food Corporation of India helps in storing and 
packaging of food items. The main function is 
to maintain the temperature of the food so 
that it does not get spoiled.

(iii) Another function of Food Corporation of India 
is to maintain the quantity of food required.

(iv) One of the major functions of Food 
Corporation of India is to help in providing a 
proper price support to farmers.

Q. 2. Explain buffer stock and activities related to 
creation for buffer stock.

 U  (Board Term II, 2014) (NCERT)
Ans. Buffer stock is the stock of food grains, namely 

wheat and rice procured by the government 
through Food Corporation of India (FCI). This is 
done to distribute food grains to the society at a 
price lower than the market price.
Activities related to the creation of buffer stock:
(i) Buffer stock helps to resolve the problem 

of shortage of food during adverse weather 
conditions or during the periods of calamity.

(ii) The FCI purchases wheat and rice from 
the farmers in states where there is surplus 
production.

(iii) The farmers are paid a pre-announced price 
for their crops known as Minimum Support 
Price (MSP).

(iv) The MSP is declared by the government every 
year before the sowing season to provide 
incentives to the farmers for raising the 
production of these crops.

(v) The purchased food grains are stored in 
granaries.

(vi) This helps to resolve the problem of shortage 
of food during adverse weather conditions or 
during the periods of calamity. 
 (Any five) (1 × 5 = 5)

Commonly Made Error 

  Most of the students were not able to write the 
definition of buffer stock.

Answering Tip 

  Learn the definitions by heart.

Q. 3. How does social inability to buy food also play a 
critical role in food insecurity? U                                

Ans. Indian social composition is very complex such 
as:
(i) There are sections in the society which face the 

problem of low productivity like small land 
owners, traditional artisans, destitute, etc. and 
hence are not able to access food security.

(ii) Some sections of people live in absolute 
poverty due to their low social status in the 
society like SCs, STs and OBCs. Food for such 
sections is a luxury.

(iii) At the same time, pregnant and nursing 
mothers and children below the age of five 
years are more vulnerable to food access.

(iv) Those employed in ill-paid jobs, casual labour 
market are also unable to procure food for 
themselves and their family.

(v) People affected by natural disasters and 
who migrate in search of work are also food 
insecure. (1 × 5 = 5)

Q. 4. Explain the impact of the Green Revolution. 
  A  

Ans. The Green Revolution has led to:
(i) Increase in agricultural products: Green 

Revolution has resulted in phenomenal 
increase in the production of agricultural 
crops especially in food grains.

(ii) Rural employment: While on one hand, 
large scale unemployment was feared due 
to mechanisation of farming, with the 
introduction of Green Revolution technology 
in India, there was an appreciable increase in 
the demand for labour force due to multiple 
cropping and use of fertilisers.

(iii) Industrial growth: Green Revolution brought 
about large-scale farm mechanisation which 
created demand for different types of machines 
like tractors, harvesters, threshers, electric 
motors, pump-sets, etc. Besides, demand for 
chemical fertilisers, pesticides, insecticides, etc. 
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has also increased considerably. Consequently, 
industries producing these items have 
progressed by leaps and bound.

(iv) Prosperity of farmers: With the increase 
in farm production, the earnings of the 
farmers also increased and they have become 
prosperous. This has, especially, been the case 
with big farmers having more than 10 hectares 
of land.

(v) Reduction in import of food grains: The main 
benefit of Green Revolution was the increase 
in the production of food grains, as a result 
of which there was a drastic reduction in the 
Indian imports. India is now self-sufficient 
in food grains and has sufficient stock in the 
central pool. (1 × 5 = 5)

Q. 5. What has our government done to provide 
food security to the poor? Discuss two schemes 
launched by the government.  U  (NCERT)

Ans. The government has ensured the availability of 
food grains with the help of a carefully-designed 
food-security system. This system involves the 
maintenance of a buffer stock of food grains, and 
the distribution of this food among the poorer 
sections of the society with the help of a public 
distribution system. The government has also 
come up with several poverty-alleviation and 
food-intervention programmes that enhance food 
security; for example, the Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
and the National Food for Work Programme.

 The two schemes launched by the government in 
this direction are:

 Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(i) Launched in December 2000, it caters to the 

families below poverty level.
(ii) Under this scheme, one crore of the poorest 

among the BPL families covered under the 
targeted public distribution system were 
identified.

(iii) Twenty-five kilograms of food grains were 
made available to each eligible family at a 
highly subsidised rate (` 2 per kg for wheat and 
` 3 per kg for rice)

(iv) The quantity of food grains was enhanced 
from 25 to 35 kgs with effect from April 2002.

(v) The scheme was expanded twice to include 
a greater number of BPL families. By August 
2004, 2 crore families were covered under this 
scheme.

National Food for Work Programme
(i) Launched in November 2004, it caters to 150 

most backward districts of the country.
(ii) Its objective is to intensify the generation of 

supplementary wage employment.
(iii) Any rural poor in need of wage employment 

and having the desire to do manual unskilled 
work can avail of this programme.

(iv) It is a 100 per cent centrally-sponsored scheme. 
The food grains are provided to the states free 
of cost.

(v) The district collector is entrusted with 
the overall responsibility of planning, 
implementation, coordination, monitoring 
and supervision.

Q. 6. Explain the role of Public Distribution System in 
food security.  U

OR
 How does PDS ensures food security in India? U

OR

 Mention major features of Public Distribution 
System in India.  U

Ans. Following points indicate the role of Public 
Distribution System in food security:
(i) Government regulated shops: The food 

procured by the FCI is distributed through 
government regulated ration shops among 
the poorer section of the society. This is called 
the public distribution system (PDS). Ration 
shops are now present in most localities, 
villages, towns and cities. There are about 5.5 
lakh ration shops all over the country.

(ii) Food at lower cost: Ration shops also known 
as Fair Price Shops keep stock of food grains, 
sugar, kerosene oil for cooking. These items 
are sold to people at a price lower than the 
market price.

(iii) Stabilising prices: The PDS has proved to be 
the most effective instrument of government 
policy over the years in stabilising prices 
and making food available to consumers at 
affordable prices. It has been instrumental in 
averting widespread hunger and famine by 
supplying food from surplus regions of the 
country to the deficit ones.

(iv) Increase in food production: The system, 
including the minimum support price and 
procurement has contributed to an increase in 
food grain production and provided income 
security to farmers in certain regions.

Q. 7. Write notes on: 
(i) Minimum support price
(ii) Buffer stock 
(iii) Issue price
(iv) Fair price shops R  (NCERT) 

Ans. (i) Minimum support price: It is the pre-
announced price at which the government 
purchases food grains from the farmers in 
order to create a buffer stock. The minimum 
support price is declared by the government 
every year before the growing season. This 
provides incentives to the farmers for raising 
the production of the crops.

 The rising minimum support prices of rice 
and wheat have induced farmers to divert 
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land from the production of coarse grains—
the staple food of the poor—to the production 
of these crops. The rising minimum support 
prices have raised the maintenance cost of 
procuring food grains.

(ii) Buffer stock: It is the stock of food grains 
(usually wheat and rice) procured by the 
government through the Food Corporation of 
India. The purchased food grains are stored in 
granaries.

 A buffer stock of food grains is created by the 
government so as to distribute the procured 
food grains in the food-deficit areas and 
among the poorer strata of society at a price 
lower than the market price. A buffer stock 
helps resolve the problem of shortage of food 
during adverse weather conditions or during 
periods of calamity.

(iii) Issue Price: The food grains procured and 
stored by the government are distributed in 
food-deficit areas and among the poorer strata 
of society at a price lower than the market 
price. This price is known as issue price.

(iv) Fair-price shops: The food procured by the 
Food Corporation of India is distributed 
through government-regulated ration shops. 
The prices at which food materials are sold at 
these ration shops are lower than the market 
prices. The low pricing is to benefit the poorer 
strata of society. This is why these shops are 
called fair-price shops.

 Fair-price shops keep stock of food grains, 
sugar and kerosene oil. Any family with a 
ration card can buy a stipulated amount of 
these items every month from the nearby 
ration shop. [1¼ × 4 = 5]

Topic-2 Role of Cooperatives in Food Security

Revision Notes

		Cooperative societies in India are playing a significant role in ensuring food security and are more active in 
western and southern regions of the country. In Tamil Nadu, around 94% of all fair price shops run under the 
Public Distribution System are managed by cooperatives.

		Mother Dairy is a cooperative that sells milk and vegetables at fixed rates decided by the 
Delhi Government.

		Anand Milk Union Limited or Amul, Gujarat is one of the most successful cooperatives in 
India. Amul gave a tremendous boost to milk production leading to the White Revolution in 
India. Amul not only encourages dairy farming, but also provides a variety of milk products 
to consumers all over the country.

		The Academy of Development Studies in Maharashtra is a society devoted to welfare of tribal 
and rural communities. ADS has set up grain banks in tribal and rural areas with the help of 
local NGOs to food security.

		A grain bank functions like a normal bank. The members can make deposits of surplus grain after the harvest 
and make withdrawals during lean periods. Grain bank members can also take loans in the form of grain and 
repay the loans with interest at the time of the next harvest.

SUbjECTIvE  TYpE  QUESTIONS 

Short Answer Type Questions     (3 marks each)

Q. 1. What are cooperative societies? R

Ans. The cooperative societies are the societies which 
are run by the local people, who are democratically 
elected by the people. These cooperative societies 
provide people the basic necessities of life like food 
grains, milk, vegetables, etc. at reasonable rates.

Q. 2. Mention the names of any three cooperative 
societies working in different states of India. R

Ans. (i) Mother Dairy-Delhi
(ii) Amul- Gujarat
(iii) Verka- Punjab
(iv) Academy of Development Science- 

Maharashtra (Any three)

Scan to know 
more about  
this topic

Role of 
Cooperatives in 
Food Security
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Long Answer Type Questions     (5 marks each)

Q. 1. Explain with examples the role of co-operatives 
in food security in India. U  (Board 2012, Term II)

OR

 Evaluate the role of co-operatives in food security.
 A  (Board 2012, Term II)

OR

 Describe the role of co-operatives in providing 
food and related items. 
 U  (Board 2012, Term II) (NCERT)

Ans. (i) The co-operatives are playing an important 
role in food security in India especially in the 
southern and western parts of the country.

(ii) The co-operative societies set up shops to sell 
low-priced goods to poor people.

(iii) Out of all fair price shops running in Tamil 
Nadu, around 94 percent are being run by the 
co-operatives.

(iv) In Delhi, Mother Dairy is making strides in 
the provision of milk and vegetables.

(v) In Gujarat, Amul is the success story of co-
operatives in milk and milk products. It has 
resulted in White Revolution in the country.

(vi) In Maharashtra, Academy of Development 
Science (ADS) has facilitated a network of 
NGOs for setting up grain banks in different 
regions. (Any five)(1 × 5 = 5)

ObjECTIvE  TYpE  QUESTIONS (1 mark each)

A Multiple Choice Questions

Q. 1. What does food security mean?  U
 (A) Food being secured from rodents
 (B) Availability, accessibility and affordability of 

food to all at all times.
 (C) Food being secured from pests
 (D) Food being secured from insects. 
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 2. Name the devastating famine that occurred in 

India. R
 (A) The Famine of Bengal in 1941
 (B) The Famine of Bengal in 1942
 (C) The Famine of Bengal in 1934
 (D) The Famine of Bengal in 1943 
Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 3. Which of the following group in India does not 

suffer from food insecurity? U
 (A) Farmers (b) Landlords
 (C) Illiterates (d) All of the above 
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 4. What is issue price? U
 (A) The price at which the private firms offer to sell 

food grains lower than the market price.
 (B) The price at which the government offers to sell 

food grains lower than the market price
 (C) The price at which a farmer offers to sell food 

grains lower than the market price.
 (D) The price at which the landlord offers to sell 

food grains lower than the market price.
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 5. In which areas do you find seasonal hunger? R
 (A) Rural areas (B) Urban areas
 (C) Metropolitan cities (D) Semi village areas 
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

Q. 6. Who released a special stamp entitled ‘Wheat 
Revolution’ in July, 1968? R

 (A) Jawaharlal Nehru
 (B) Indira Gandhi
 (C) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
 (D) Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 7. Which organisation maintains buffer stock in 

India? R
 (A) Indian Food Corporation
 (B) Food Corporation
 (C) Food Corporation of India (FCI)
 (D) None of these 
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
Q. 8. Mother Dairy cooperative is from which of the 

following state? R
 (A) Haryana  (B) Rajasthan
 (C) Delhi  (D) Kerala 
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
Q. 9. Why is Mother Dairy popular? U
 (A) It is present everywhere. 
 (B) It has the best quality of milk.
 (C) It has efficient and courteous staff.
 (D) It offers milk and vegetables to the consumers 

at a controlled rate which is decided by the 
Government of Delhi. 

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
Q. 10. In which state of India, the famous cooperative 

Amul is situated? R
 (A) Delhi  (B) Gujarat
 (C) Karnataka  (D) Punjab 
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
Q. 11. What is the full form of PDS? R
 (A) Public Distribution System
 (B) Public Distribution Support
 (C) Public Development System
 (D) Public Distribution Shop
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
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B State whether True or False

Q. 1. People living in poverty suffer from lack of food 
security most of the time as they cannot afford 
food.

Q. 2. A calamity can cause shortage of food.

Q. 3. Hunger is of three types.

Q. 4. Since the Green Revolution, food grain production 
in India has decreased.

Ans. Q. 1. True, Q. 2. True, Q. 3. False, Q. 4. False.

C Fill in the Blanks

Q. 1. The food grains procured are stored in warehouses 
of the ....................... .

Ans. FCI- Food Corporation of India

Q. 2. A ....................... results in a large number of deaths 
due to starvation and epidemics.

Ans. Famine

Q. 3. ....................... means availability, accessibility and 
affordability of food to all people at all times.

Ans. Food security

Q. 4. The worst famine in Indian history was the 
....................... in 1943.

Ans. Bengal Famine

Q. 5. The poor households are more ....................... to 
food insecurity.

Ans. vulnerable

Q. 6. Famine of Bengal killed ....................... people.

Ans. thirty lakh

Q. 7. ....................... is another aspect indicating food in 
security.

Ans. Hunger

D Answer the following questions 
in one word /one sentence

Q. 1. What is used to prevent a shortage of food in 
adverse conditions? R

Ans. Buffer stock

Q. 2. What was the name of the programme under 
which HYV varieties of wheat and rice seedlings 
are planted in the fields of poor farmers? R

Ans. Green Revolution

Q. 3. What is the state of not having enough food or not 
getting nutritious food called? R

Ans. Malnutrition

Q. 4. What is the consequence of inadequate quantity 
and/or quality of food? R

Ans. Chronic hunger

Q. 5. Name the cooperative that sells milk and 
vegetables at fixed rates decided by the Delhi 
Government. R

Ans. Mother Dairy
Q. 6. Which organization purchases wheat and rice 

from the farmers in states where there is surplus 
production? R

Ans. Food Corporation of India.
Q. 7. Which price is declared by the government 

every year before the sowing season to provide 
incentives to the farmers for raising the production 
of these crops? R

Ans. Minimum support price.
Q. 8. What is a subsidy? R

Ans. Subsidy is a payment that a government makes 
to a producer to supplement the market price 
of a commodity. Subsidies can keep consumer 
prices low while maintaining a higher income for 
domestic producers.

E Match the following
Q. 1. Match the correct answers of column I with 

column II. 

Column I Column II

(a) Minimum Support 
Price.

(i) 1992

(b) Public distribution 
system

(ii) Pre-announced 
price

(c) Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana

(iii) 2013

(d) Revamped Public 
Distribution 
System

(iv) Ration shops

(e) The National Food 
Security Act

(v) 2000

Ans. (a) – (ii), (b) – (iv), (c) – (v), (d) – (i) , (e) – (iii)

E Assertion and Reason

 In the question given below, there are two 
statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason 
(R). Read the Statements and choose the correct 
option: 

Options are: 

 (A) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct 
explanation of (A). 

 (B) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the 
correct explanation of (A). 

 (C) (A) is correct but (R) is wrong. 

 (D) (A) is wrong but (R) is correct.  
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Q. 1. Assertion (A): Buffer Stock is the stock of food 

grains, namely wheat and rice.

 Reason (R): Buffer stock is procured by the 
government through Food Corporation of India 
(FCI).

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

Q. 2. Assertion (A): Amul has brought about the White 
Revolution in the country.

 Reason (R): The cooperative societies set up shops 
to sell low priced goods to poor people.

Ans.  Option (B) is correct.

Q. 3. Assertion (A): Drought creates a shortage of food 
in the affected areas.

 Reason (R): Due to a natural calamity total 
production of food grains decreases.

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
Q. 4. Assertion (A): The agricultural labourers, 

fishermen, transport workers and other casual 
labourers were the ones who died in the Bengal 
famine.

 Reason (R): The famine killed thirty lakh people in 
the province of Bengal.

Ans.  Option (A) is correct.

COmpETENCY bASED QUESTIONS (4 marks each)

Case based MCQs
 I. Read the text given below and answer the 

following questions: (1+1+1+1=4) A
 Food security means availability, accessibility and 

affordability of food to all people at all times. The 
poorest section of the society might be food insecure 
most of the times while persons above the poverty 
line might also be food insecure when the country 
faces a national disaster/calamity like earthquake, 
drought, flood, tsunami, widespread failure of 
crops causing famine, etc. A large section of people 
suffers from food and nutrition insecurity in India. 
The social composition along with the inability to 
buy food also plays a role in food insecurity. India 
is aiming at self-sufficiency in food grains since 
Independence. India has become self-sufficient in 
food grains during the last thirty years because of 
a variety of crops grown all over the country. The 
National Food Security Act, 2013 provides for food 
and nutritional security life at affordable prices and 
enable people to live a life with dignity.

 1. Accessibility of food means:
 (A) Within the reach of every person
 (B) Food production within the country
 (C) Food can be easily purchased
 (D) All of the above
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 2. In the urban areas, the food insecure families are:
 (A) Traditional artisans
 (B) Those whose working members are generally 

employed in ill-paid occupations
 (C) Petty self-employed workers
 (D) All of the above
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
 3. Children under the age of how many years 

constitute an important segment of the food 
insecure population?

 (A) 4 Years (B) 10 Years
 (C) 5 Years (D) 6 Years

Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
 4. Under National Food Security Act, how many 

percentages of rural population have been 
categorised as eligible households for food 
security?

 (A) 50% (B) 75%
 (C) 25% (D) 40%
Ans.  Option (B) is correct.
 II. Read the text given below and answer the 

following questions. (1+1+1+1=4) A
 Buffer Stock is the stock of food grains, namely 

wheat and rice procured by the government 
through Food Corporation of India (FCI). The 
food procured by the FCI is distributed through 
government regulated ration shops among the 
poorer section of the society. In the beginning 
the coverage of PDS was universal with no 
discrimination between the poor and non-poor. 
Over the years, the policy related to PDS has been 
revised to make it more efficient and targeted. The 
PDS has proved to be the most effective instrument 
of government policy over the years in stabilising 
prices and making food available to consumers at 
affordable prices. Ration shops keep stock of food 
grains, sugar, kerosene oil for cooking. These items 
are sold to people at a price lower than the market 
price. Any family with a ration card can buy a 
stipulated amount of these items. The cooperatives 
are also playing an important role in food security 
in India especially in the southern and western 
parts of the country.

 1. Which revolution was brought by the Amul 
cooperative in the country?

 (A) White Revolution (B) Green Revolution
 (C) Yellow Revolution (D) None of the above
Ans.  Option (A) is correct.
 2. Which of the following is the most important 

step taken by the Government of India towards 
ensuring food security?

 (A) Buffer stock
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 (B) Public Distribution System (PDS)

 (C) Food Corporation of India
 (D) All of the above

Ans.  Option (D) is correct.
 3. Which System was introduced to adopt the 

principle of targeting the ‘poor in all areas’?
 (A) Targeted Public Distribution System
 (B) Revamped Public Distribution System

 (C) Both (a) and (b)
 (D) None of these
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.

 4. Which of the following ration card is for the 
poorest of the poor?

 (A) BPL (B) APL
 (C) Antyodaya cards (D) None of the above
Ans.  Option (C) is correct.
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Visual Case-Based Questions                                      (4 marks each) 

 Q. 1. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4) C

  French Society during the late eighteenth 
century

  The Church too extracted its share of taxes called 
tithes from the peasants, and finally, all members 
of the Third Estate had to pay taxes to the state. 
These included a direct tax, called taille, and a 
number of indirect taxes which were levied on 
articles of everyday consumption like salt or 
tobacco. The burden of financing activities of 
the state through taxes was borne by the Third 
Estate alone.

1. A group of persons invested with special 
function in the church are called ______ .

(a) Priest (b) Clergy

(c) Noble (d) Feudal Lords

2. Who enjoyed feudal privileges by birth?

(a) The First Estate

(b) The Second Estate

(c) The Third Estate

(d) None of the above

3.  A tax levied by the church was paid by Third 
Estate in which currency?

(a) Francs (b) Dollars

(c) Pounds (d) Livre

4.  The _____ that existed in the French society 
in the Old Regime became the cause of 
French Revolution.

(a) inequality (b) equality

(c) partiality (d) discrimination

Ans.  1. (b) Clergy

2. (b) The Second Estate

3. (d) Livre

4. (a) inequality

 Q. 2. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4) C

  The French Revolution

  On the morning of 14 July 1789, the city of Paris 
was in a state of alarm. The king had commanded 
troops to move into the city. Rumours spread 
that he would soon order the army to open fire 
upon the citizens. Some 7,000 men and women 
gathered in front of the town hall and decided to 
form a peoples militia. They broke into a number 
of government buildings in search of arms.

  Finally, a group of several hundred people 
marched towards the eastern part of the city and 
stormed the fortress-prison, the Bastille, where 
they hoped to find hoarded ammunition. In the 
armed fight that followed, the commander of the 
Bastille was killed and the prisoners released − 
though there were only seven of them. Yet the 
Bastille was hated by all, because it stood for 
the despotic power of the king. The fortress was 
demolished and its stone fragments were sold in 
the markets to all those who wished to keep a 
souvenir of its destruction.

Answer the following MCQs by choosing the 
most appropriate option.

1. How many men and women gathered in 
front of the town hall?

(a) 5,000 (b) 8,000

(c) 7,000 (d) 6,000

2. On 17th July, 1789 the city of Paris was in a 
state alarm because :

(a) The king had ordered the army to open 
fire upon the citizens in reality.
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(b) Rumours spread that the king would 
soon order the army to open fire upon 
the citizens.

(c) There was a foreign attack on the citizens.

(d) The earthquake struck Paris that moment.

3. In armed fight who was killed in the 
‘Fortress of Bastille?

(a) The King (b) The Minister

(c) The Commander (d) The Prisoner

4. Why did people hate ‘Bastille’?

(a) Because it stood for the despotic power.

(b) Because it stood for the armed power.

(c) Because it stood for the man power.

(d) Because it stood for the money power.

Ans.  1. (c) 7,000

2. (b) Rumours spread that the king would 
soon order the army to open fire upon 
the citizens.

3. (c) The Commander

4. (a) Because it stood for the despotic power.

 Q. 3. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4) C

  The revolutionary wars brought losses and 
economic difficulties to the people. While the 
men were away fighting at the front, women 
were left to cope with the tasks of earning a 
living and looking after their families. Large 
sections of the population were convinced that 
the revolution had to be carried further, as the 
Constitution of 1791 gave political rights only 
to the richer sections of society. Political clubs 
became an important rallying point for people 
who wished to discuss government policies 
and plan their own forms of action. The most 
successful of these clubs was that of the Jacobins, 
which got its name from the former convent of St 
Jacob in Paris. Women too, who had been active 
throughout this period, formed their own clubs.

  The members of the Jacobin club belonged 
mainly to the less prosperous sections of society. 
They included small shopkeepers, artisans 
such as shoemakers, pastry cooks, watch-
makers, printers, as well as servants and daily-
wage workers. Their leader was Maximilian  
Robespierre. A large group among the Jacobins 
decided to start wearing long striped trousers 
similar to those worn by dock workers. This was 

to set themselves apart from the fashionable 
sections of society, especially nobles, who wore 
knee breeches.

1. When the men were away fighting at the 
front, who became the bread earner?

(a) All family members

(b) Elder members of the family

(c) Women of the family

(d) Children of the family

2. Which constitution gave political right only 
to the richer section of the society?

(a) Constitution of 1917

(b) Constitution of 1791

(c) Constitution of 1971

(d) Constitution of 1719

3.  What sort of club was Jacobin?

(a) Popular (b) Famous

(c) Unsuccessful (d) Successful

4.  Jacobins decided to start wearing _________ 
to set themselves apart from nobles wearing 
________.

(a) long striped trousers, knee breeches

(b) jeans, knee breeches

(c) loose long pant, knee breeches

(d) pajamas, knee breeches

Ans.  1. (c) Women of the family

2. (b) Constitution of 1791

3. (d) Successful

4. (a) long striped trousers, knee breeches

 Q. 4. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4) C

  On 5 May 1789, Louis XVI called together an 
assembly of the Estates General to pass proposals 
for new taxes. A resplendent hall in Versailles 
was prepared to host the delegates. The First 
and Second Estates sent 300 representatives 
each, who were seated in rows facing each 
other on two sides, while the 600 members 
of the Third estate had to stand at the back. 
The Third estate was represented by its more 
prosperous and educated members. Peasants, 
artisans and women were denied entry to 
the assembly. However, their grievances and 
demand were listed in some 40,000 letters which 
the representatives had brought with them.
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  Voting in the Estates General in the past had 

been conducted according to the principle that 
each estate had one vote. This time too Louis XVI 
was determined to continue the same practice. 
But member of the Third estate demanded that 
voting now be conducted by the assembly as 
a whole, where each member would have one 
vote. This was one of the democratic principles 
put forward by philosophers like Rousseau in 
his book The Social Contract. When the king 
rejected this proposal, members of the Third 
estate walked out of the assembly in protest.

1. Why was an assembly of the Estates General 
called by Louis XVI?

(a) For new policies

(b) For election of new ruler

(c) For new proposals

(d) For new taxes

2.  What was the proportion of the 
representatives of First, Second and Third 
Estates in the resplendent hall in Versailles?

(a) 200, 300, 600

(b) 300, 300, 600

(c) 600, 300, 300

(d) 300, 300, 300

3.  Voting in the estates in the past was done on 
the principle of :

(a) each state had one vote

(b) each state had many votes

(c) each state had two votes

(d) each state had all the votes

4. What was the new demand of voting by 
members of third estate?

(a) No member should vote.

(b) Member can vote as many time he wants.

(c) Each member would have one vote.

(d) Voting method should be banned.

Ans.  1. (d) For new taxes

2. (b) 300, 300, 600

3. (a) each state had one vote

4. (c) Each member would have one vote. 

  



chapter 2 - socialism iN europe aNd the 

russiaN reVolutioN

 Visual Case-based Questions (4 marks each) 

 Q. 1. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4)

  After February

  In April 1917, the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin 
returned to Russia from his exile. He and the 
Bolsheviks had opposed the war since 1914. Now 
he felt it was time for Soviets to take over power. 
He declared that the war be brought to a close, 
land be transferred to the peasants and banks be 
nationalised. These three demands were Lenin’s 
‘April Theses’. He also argued that the Bolshevik 
Party rename itself the Communist Party to indicate 
its new radical aims. Most others in the Bolshevik 
Party were initially surprised by the April Theses. 
They thought that the time was not yet ripe for a 

socialist revolution and the Provisional Government 
needed to be supported. But the developments of 
the subsequent months changed their attitude.

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option.

 1. When did Bolshevik leader Vladmir Lenin 
returned to Russia from his exile?

(a) In April, 1918 (b) In April, 1915

(c) In April, 1916 (d) In April, 1917

 2. How many demands were there in Lenin’s ‘April 
Theses’?

(a) Three (b) Five

(c) Four (d) Two
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 3.  Lenin argued that the Bolshevik Party should 
rename itself as :

(a) Communist Party

(b) Socialist Party

(c) Russian Social Democratic Labour Party

(d) Socialist Revolutionary Party

 4. Petrograd had led the February Revolution that 
brought down the :

(a) Slavery in the February 1917

(b) Monarchy in February 1917

(c) Clergy in February 1917

(d) Nobility in February 1917

 Ans. 1. (d) In April, 1917

  2. (a) Three

  3. (a) Communist Party

  4. (b) Monarchy in February 1917

 Q. 2. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4)

  One of the groups which looked to change society 
were the liberals. Liberals wanted a nation which 
tolerated all religions. We should remember that at 
this time European states usually discriminated in 
favour of one religion or another (Britain favoured 
the Church of England, Austria and Spain favoured 
the Catholic Church). Liberals also opposed the 
uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers. They wanted 
to safeguard the rights of individuals against 
governments. They argued for a representative 
elected parliamentary government, subject to 
laws interpreted by a well-trained judiciary that 
was independent of rulers and officials. However, 
they were not ‘democrats’. They did not believe in 
universal adult franchise, that is, the right of every 
citizen to vote. They felt men of property mainly 
should have the vote. They also did not want the 
vote for women.

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option.

 1. __________ become one of the most significant and 
powerful ideas to shape society in the twentieth 
century, through the revolution in Russia.

(a) Communism (b) Socialism

(c) Dictatorship (d) Democracy

 2. Liberals wanted a nation which tolerated :

(a) No religion (b) One religion

(c) Few religions (d) All religions

 3.  Which countries favoured the Catholic Church?

(a) France and Spain (b) Spain and Italy

(c) Austria and Spain (d) Spain and Germany

 4. What was the suffragette?

(a) Women’s movement (b) Property tax

(c) Land acquisition (d) Proletariat class

 Ans. 1. (b) Socialism

  2. (d) All religions

  3. (c) Austria and Spain

  4. (b) Women’s movement

 Q. 3. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4)

  The year 1904 was a particularly bad one for 
Russian workers. Prices of essential goods rose so 
quickly that real wages declined by 20 percent. 
The membership of workers’ associations rose 
dramatically. When four members of the Assembly 
of Russian Workers, which had been formed in 1904, 
were dismissed at the Putilov Iron Works, there was 
a call for industrial action. Over the next few days 
over 110,000 workers in St. Petersburg went on 
strike demanding a reduction in the working day to 
eight hours, an increase in wages and improvement 
in working conditions.

  When the procession of workers led by Father 
Gapon reached the Winter Palace it was attacked 
by the police and the Cossacks. Over 100 workers 
were killed and about 300 wounded. The incident, 
known as Bloody Sunday, started a series of events 
that became known as the 1905 Revolution. Strikes 
took place all over the country and universities 
closed down when student bodies staged walkouts, 
complaining about the lack of civil liberties. 
Lawyers, doctors, engineers and other middle-
class workers established the Union of  Unions and 
demanded a constituent assembly.

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option.

 1. In the year 1904, real wages of Russian workers 
declined by :

(a) 25 percent (b) 20 percent

(c) 30 percent (d) 40 percent

 2. At St. Petersburg workers in strike were demanding 
a reduction in the working hours to :

(a) Eight hours (b) Six hours

(c) Ten hours (d) Seven hours
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 3.  Over _________ workers were killed and about 

________ wounded.

(a) 100, 200 (b) 200, 300

(c) 100, 300 (d) 200, 400

 4. The ________ started a series of events that came to 
be known as the 1905 Revolution.

(a) Bloody Monday (b) Bloody Saturday

(c) Bloody Friday (d) Bloody Sunday

 Ans. 1. (b) 20 percent

  2. (a) Eight hours

  3. (c) 100, 300

  4. (d) Bloody Sunday



chapter 3 - NaZism aNd the rise of hitler

 Visual Case-based Questions (4 marks each) 

 Q. 1. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4)

  In May 1945, Germany surrendered to the 
Allies. Anticipating what was coming, Hitler, his 
propaganda minister Goebbels and his entire 
family committed suicide collectively in his 
Berlin bunker in April. At the end of the war, an 
International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg was 
set up to prosecute Nazi War Criminals for Crimes 
against Peace, for War Crimes and Crimes Against 
Humanity. Germany’s conduct during the war, 
especially those actions which came to be called 
Crimes Against Humanity, raised serious moral 
and ethical questions and invited worldwide 
condemnation. What were these acts?

  Under the shadow of the Second World War, 
Germany had waged a Genocidal war, which 
resulted in the mass murder of selected groups of 
innocent civilians of Europe. The number of people 
killed included 6 million Jews, 200,000 Gypsies, 
1 million Polish Civilians, 70,000 Germans who 
were considered mentally and physically disabled, 
besides innumerable political opponents. Nazis 
devised an unprecedented means of killing people, 
that is, by gassing them in various killing centres 
like Auschwitz. The Nuremberg Tribunal sentenced 
only eleven leading Nazis to death. Many others 
were imprisoned for life. The retribution did come, 
yet the punishment of the Nazis was far short of the 
brutality and extent of their crimes. The Allies did 
not want to be as harsh on defeated Germany as 
they had been after the First World War.

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option :

 1. When did Germany surrender to the Allies?

(a) In July 1945 (b) In May 1945

(c) In March 1945 (d) In June 1945

 2. Killing on a large scale of people leading to 
destruction is called :

(a) Accidental War (b) Suicidal War

(c) Genocidal War (d) Artificial War

 3.  In 1941 Allied power of UK and France were also 
joined by the :

(a) USSR and Japan (b) Japan and China

(c) Italy and Germany (d) USSR and USA

 4. Which category of people were the biggest victim 
of Nazis?

(a) Gypsies

(b) Jews

(c) Polish Civilians

(d) Mentally and physically disabled Germans

 Ans. 1. (b) In May, 1945

  2. (c) Genocidal War

  3. (d) USSR and USA

  4. (b) Jews

 Q. 2. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4)

  Political Radicalism and Economic Crises

  Political Radicalisation was only heightened by 
the economic crisis of 1923. Germany had fought 
the war largely on loans and had to pay war 
reparations in Gold. This depleted gold reserves 
at a time resources were scarce. In 1923 Germany 
refused to pay, and the French occupied its leading 
Industrial area, Ruhr, to claim their coal. Germany 
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retaliated with passive resistance and printed paper 
currency recklessly. With too much printed money 
in circulation, the value of the German Mark fell. 
In April the US Dollar was equal to 24,000 Marks, 
in July 353,000 Marks, in August 4,621,000 Marks 
and at 98,860,000 Marks by December, the figure 
had run into trillions. As the value of the Mark 
collapsed, prices of goods soared. The image of 
Germans carrying cartloads of currency notes to 
buy a loaf of bread was widely publicised evoking 
worldwide sympathy. This crisis came to be known 
as hyperinflation, a situation when prices rise 
phenomenally high.

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option :

 1. Germany had fought the War largely on loans and 
had to pay war reparations in :

(a) Gold (b) Silver

(c) Currency (d) Coal

 2. Germany retaliated with passive resistance and 
printed ___________ currency recklessly.

(a) Plastic (b) Paper

(c) Bronze (d) Copper

 3. What is the currency of Germany called?

(a) Rupee (b) Pound

(c) Dollar (d) Mark

 4. When was the US Dollar equal to 4,621,000 Marks?

(a) In April (b) In July

(c) In August (d) In December

 Ans. 1. (a) Gold

  2. (b) Paper

  3. (d) Mark

  4. (c) In August

 Q. 3. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions : (1+1+1+1=4)

  The crisis in the economy, policy and society 
formed the background to Hitler’s rise to power. 
Born in 1889 in Austria, Hitler spent his youth in 
poverty. When the First World War broke out, he 
enrolled for the army, acted as a messenger in the 
front, became a corporal, and earned medals for 
bravery. The German defeat horrified him and 
the Versailles Treaty made him furious. In 1919; he 
joined a small group called the German Workers’ 

Party. He subsequently took over the organisation 
and renamed it the National Socialist German 
Workers’ Party. This Party came to be known as the 
Nazi Party.

  In 1923, Hitler planned to seize control of Bavaria, 
march to Berlin and capture power. He failed, 
was arrested, tried for treason, and later released. 
The Nazis could not effectively mobilise popular 
support till the early 1930s. It was during the Great 
Depression that Nazism became a mass movement. 
As we have seen, after 1929, banks collapsed and 
businesses shut down, workers lost their jobs and 
the middle classes were threatened with destitution. 
In such a situation Nazi Propaganda stirred hopes 
of a better future. In 1928, the Nazi Party got no 
more than 2.6 per cent votes in the Reichstag – The 
German Parliament. By 1932, it had become the 
largest Party with 37 per cent votes.

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option :

 1. When did Hitler enrol in the army?

(a) When the Second World War broke out.

(b) When the Second World War got over.

(c) When the First World War broke out.

(d) When the First World War ended.

 2. When did Hitler join the German Workers’ Party?

(a) In 1914 (b) In 1919

(c) In 1916 (d) In 1918

 3. Till the early _______, the Nazis could not 
effectively mobilise popular support.

(a) 1920’s (b) 1930’s

(c) 1940’s (d) 1950’s

 4. What is the term used for the German Parliament?

(a) House of Laws

(b) Reichstag

(c) White House

(d) Parliament of Germany

 Ans. 1. (c) When the First World War broke out.

  2. (b) In 1919

  3. (b) 1930’s

  4. (b) Reichstag
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Unit - II : Contemporary India - I 

chapter 1 - iNdia: siZe aNd locatioN

 
 
Visual Case-based Questions (4 marks each) 

.Q. 1. Read the source given below and answer the 
following questions:  (1+1+1+1=4)

  India’s Neighbours 

  India occupies an important strategic position 
in South Asia. India has 28 states and 8 Union 
Territories. India shares its land boundaries with 
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the northwest, 
China (Tibet), Nepal and Bhutan in the north and 
Myanmar and Bangladesh in the east. Our southern 
neighbours across the sea consist of the two island 
countries, namely Sri Lanka and Maldives. Sri 
Lanka is separated from India by a narrow channel 
of sea formed by the Palk Strait and the Gulf of 
Mannar, while Maldives Islands are situated to the 
south of the Lakshadweep Islands.India has had 
strong geographical and historical links with her 
neighbours. 

  Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option. 

 1. Who are India’s neighbours in the north-west? 

  (a) Pakistan and Afghanistan 

  (b) Pakistan and China 

  (c) Myanmar and Bangladesh

  (d) Afghanistan and Bhutan

 2. Which two states of India share their land 
boundary with Bangladesh? 

  (a) Rajasthan and Assam

  (b) West Bengal and Jharkhand 

  (c) West Bengal and Assam

  (d) Assam and Uttar Pradesh 

 3. What do we call a narrow channel of sea which 
separates two land masses? 

  (a) Strait (b) Gulf

  (c) Peninsula (d) Delta 

 4. My friend hails from a country which does not 
share land boundary with India. Identify the 
country. 

  (a) Bhutan (b) Tajikistan   
(c) Bangladesh  (d) Nepal

 Ans. 1. (a) Pakistan and Afghanistan

  2. (c) West Bengal and Assam

  3. (a) Strait

  4. (b) Tajikistan



chapter 2 - physical features of iNdia

 
 
Visual Case-based Questions (4 marks each) 

Q. 1. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow: (1+1+1+1=4)

The Himalayas, geologically young and structurally 
fold mountain stretch over the northern borders of 
India. These mountain ranges run in a west-east 
direction from the Indus to the Brahmaputra. The 
Himalayas represent the loftiest and one of the 
most rugged mountain barriers of the world. They 
form an arc, which covers a distance of about 2,400 
Km. Their width varies from 400 Km in Kashmir 

to 150 Km in Arunachal Pradesh. The altitudinal 
variations are greater in the eastern half than 
those in the western half. The Himalaya consists 
of three parallel ranges in its longitudinal extent. 
A number of valleys lie between these ranges. The 
northern-most range is known as the Great or Inner 
Himalayas or the Himadri. It is the most continuous 
range consisting of the loftiest peaks with an 
average height of 6,000 metres. It contains all 
prominent Himalayan peaks. The folds of the Great 
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Himalayas are asymmetrical in nature. The core of 
this part of Himalayas is composed of granite. It is 
perennially snow bound, and a number of glaciers 
descend from this range. 

Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option. 

1. Geologically how old are Himalayan 
Mountains?    

(a) Young and fold (b) Ancient and fold 

(c) Old and fold (d) Modern and fold 

2. The Northern-most range of Himalayan 
Mountains is called:    

(a) Greater Himalayan 

(b) Inner Himalayan 

(c) Himadri

(d) All the above

3. The range lying to the ............... of the Himadri 
forms the most rugged mountain system 
called Himachal. 

(a) east (b) north

(c) south (d) west 

4. The Himalayas consists of ............... parallel 
ranges. 

(a) two (b) four

(c) three (d) six

Ans. 1. (a) Young and fold

2. (d) All the above 

3. (c) South

4. (c) three

Q. 2. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow: (1+1+1+1=4)

The Indian desert lies towards the western margins 
of the Aravalli Hills. It is an undulating sandy plain 
covered with sand dunes. This region receives very 
low rainfall below 150 mm per year. It has arid 
climate with low vegetation cover. Streams appear 
during the rainy season. Soon after they disappear 
into the sand as they do not have enough water 
to reach the sea. Luni is the only large river in this 
region. Barchans (crescent-shaped dunes) cover 
larger areas but longitudinal dunes become more 
prominent near the Indo- Pakistan boundary. If 
you visit Jaisalmer, you may go to see a group of 
barchans. 

Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most 
appropriate option. 

1. The Indian Desert lies towards the western 
margins of: 

(a) Aravalli Hills

(b) Nilgiri Hills 

(c) Shiwalik Hills

(d) Mahendragiri Hills 

2. The Indian Desert is also known as: 

(a) Gobi Desert (b) Sahara Desert 

(c) Thar Desert (d) Sonoran Desert 

3. This region receives very low rainfall below 
............... per year. 

(a) 150 mm (b) 150 cm

(c) 100 mm (d) 50 cm 

4. Barchans are ............... shaped dunes. 

(a) round (b) crescent

(c) semi-circle (d) hexagon

Ans. 1. (a) Aravalli Hills

2. (c) Thar Desert 

3. (a) 150 mm 

4. (b) crescent

Q. 3. Read the source given below and answer the 
questions that follow: (1+1+1+1=4)

The Ganga plain extends between Ghaggar and 
Teesta rivers. It is spread over the states of North 
India, Haryana, Delhi, U.P., Bihar, partly Jharkhand 
and West Bengal to its East, particularly in Assam 
lies the Brahmaputra plain. The northern plains are 
generally described as flat land with no variations 
in its relief. It is not true. These vast plains also have 
diverse relief features. According to the variations in 
relief features, the Northern plains can be divided 
into four regions. The rivers, after descending from 
the mountains, deposit pebbles in a narrow belt of 
about 8 to 16 km in width lying parallel to the slopes 
of the Shiwaliks. It is known as bhabar. All the 
streams disappear in this bhabar belt. South of this 
belt, the streams and rivers re-emerge and create a 
wet, swampy and marshy region known as terai. 
This was a thickly forested region full of wildlife. 
The forests have been cleared to create agricultural 
land and to settle migrants from Pakistan after 
partition. Dudhwa National Park is in this region. 


