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Farmers’ Market
OPEN

St. Johnsbury Farmers’ Market
On Pearl Street behind 

Anthony’s Diner
Saturdays:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Danville Farmers’ Market
On the Green, Route 2

Wednesdays:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Why not? This is the motto of Burke residents Tom and Nancy Taylor. This mantra 
reflects the overall approach to life that they share, and the enthusiasm for their 
work that is so prevalent in their personalities.

“Why not?” is also a large contributing factor to the blos-
soming success they’ve experienced with their explorations 
into one of this world’s most treasured foods: chocolate.

Tom and Nancy are the owners of Burke Mountain Con-
fectionary, makers of chocolate truffles and chocolate bark 

that stem from some of Tom’s 
secret family recipes. The busi-
ness has grown out of several 

major leaps of faith that began with a shrug of the shoulders 
and a “Why not?”

“Turning 40 changed us,” said Tom, 43. “Life’s too short to 
be afraid. I want to live full-throttle, all chips in, and that’s 
what we’re choosing to do with our business.”

“Why not?” is what led the Taylors to full-time Vermont 
livin’ in 2013 when they took their four kids, packed up 
their Tennessee home, and fulfilled their 20-year-long 
dream of moving to Vermont.

Tom and Nancy may not be locals, but they’re the best 

kind of Vermonters. They don’t just enjoy Vermont, they love 
Vermont, and they are some of the biggest advocates for the 
region that you’ll ever meet.

Nancy, 42, said they started visiting the Green Mountain 
State in the early 1990s. Since their honeymoon in 1995 to The 
Wildflower Inn and Von Trapp Lodge, the Taylors continued 
to visit, hopping around the state, further igniting what Tom 
described as “a relentless passion for Vermont.”

“Vermont became our getaway from reality,” Nancy said. 
“We just loved being here in the peacefulness and serenity 
and the beauty.”
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InsIde:
2014 Kingdom guide

The region’s most 
comprehensive reference 

guide and community 
almanac.

•	  Interacive Digital Edition
•	Mobile Apps for iPhone, 

iPad & Android

www.kingdom-guide.com

Now open for the season.
Please see our ad on page 8

Don’t forget to remember...

800-780-0242

WE TAKE 
THE PAIN OUT OF 
ACCIDENT CLAIMS

MEET THE EXPERTS
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 

Pat Wheelock, Service & Parts Director (18 Years Exp.)
Jason Matton, Autobody Tech (15 Years Exp.)

John Ling, Autobody Tech (23 Years Exp.)
Tim Therrien, Autobody Tech (21 Years Exp.)
Glen Friend, Expert Paint Tech (23 Years Exp.)
Chris Carbee, Autobody Tech (5 Years Exp.)

Nate Bartlett, Body Shop Manager (20 Years Exp.)

We promise you perfect body work! 
We stand behind our work for 

as long as you own your vehicle.

WE TAKE 
THE PAIN OUT OF 
ACCIDENT CLAIMS

We will arrange a tow, set you up with a rental and
deal with your insurance company so you don’t
have to.

FREE ESTIMATES
800-780-0242

684 PORTLAND STREET 
ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT

See our ad on Page 32
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663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819
(802) 748-8797    Fax (802) 748-8609

When you think insurance...

Harry’s Hardware
  NOW OPEN in CABOT, VT

Electrical & plumbing supplies • Lumber • Paint  
Nuts & bolts • Lawn & garden supplies 

Premium & economy feeds • Gas • Diesel • Propane 
Fishing Tackle and Sporting Goods

2nd Annual Youth Fishing Derby May 17-18
Live Radio Broadcast Saturday, May 17th 11-2 p.m.

Open Daily • 802-563-2291
3087 Main St. • Cabot, VT

The Taylors began making 
friends in Vermont on their 
many trips, which always 
made it easier to visit, but 
harder to leave. Nancy said 
they could never shake the 
desire to be here.

“We eventually got to a 
point where we were like, 
‘This is where we want to 
be,’” she said. “We took a 
family vote, and it was unani-
mous, so we up and moved.”

The Taylors found some 
Vermont homes on MLS, 
came to visit one weekend 
in July of 2012, and left the 
proud owners of a five-acre 
home in Burke. They officially 
became full-time residents in 
June 2013.

“Burke Mountain Confec-

tionary,” Tom said, “is a grass 
roots company that was born 
out of our love for being here 
in Vermont.”

It started back in 2006 when 
Nancy made some chocolate 
bark for her son’s art teachers 
as a means of thanking them 
for all of their hard work. 
Then they started making 
Christmas candy for friends 
and family, which eventually 
evolved into somewhat of a 
sensation.

Tom had his own landscape 
design company in Tennessee 
called Integrity Landscape & 
Design—which he has also 
relocated to Burke—but one 
day it occurred to him that 
this candy-making venture 
could become a full time busi-
ness all by itself.

“Nancy was in the kitchen, 
and I was carrying hundreds 
of pounds of chocolate into 
the house back in Tennes-
see in December 2011 when I 
said ‘Nancy, I think we could 
make this into a real thing.’”

“My first thought was, ‘Are 
you crazy?’” Nancy said.

“‘Why not?’ I mean, it was 
sort of like this light bulb 
moment,” Tom said. “It was 
right in front of our eyes for 
so long and it never occurred 
to us before.”

The more they toyed with 
the idea, the better it sounded.

“We made some celebratory 
chocolate bark in 2012 and 
brought it to a Super Bowl 
party in Vermont to share 
with some friends,” Nancy 
explained. “People thought it 
was really good, so we took it 
around to some general stores 
to see if people liked it enough 
to sell it, and everyone enthu-
siastically said, ‘Absolutely!’”

“It just hit us like a ton of 
bricks,” Tom said, “and we 
knew that this is what we had 
to do.”

The Taylors acquired a Ver-
mont business license. They 
went through a food safety 
program and even visited 
with a food scientist to ensure 
that the treats they were mak-
ing were top quality.

Burke Mountain Confec-
tionary is very much a family 
business. Tom and Nancy’s 
oldest children—Sam, 15, and 
Zach, 11—help with packag-
ing and labeling the boxes. 
The two boys, along with 

Hannah, 4, and Hope, 2, also 
provide expert taste-testing 
services free of charge.

On top of making their 
truffles, which in itself has 
become a full-time job, and 
fixing up their “new” house, 
Tom and Nancy also home-

school their four children.
The Taylors produce mainly 

white and dark chocolate 
truffles, but they’re launch-
ing seven new flavors begin-
ning early this summer. They 
provide their treats at local 
venues, weddings, for corpo-
rate gifts, and other special 
events. Their chocolates are 
now sold online and at about 
30 retail locations to as far 
north as Newport, as far south 
as Woodstock, and as far west 
as Burlington. And they’re 
still expanding.

“I love it,” Nancy said, 
“because Tom and I get to 
work and be creative together, 

and it involves our whole 
family.”

“The business started as a 
means of getting us here to 
Vermont,” Tom said, “and it 
has turned into a really fun 
adventure. Creating and sell-
ing chocolate has also opened 

some incredible doors to meet 
great, friendly people here 
too! And who doesn’t love 
chocolate?”

The Taylors take an “attrac-
tion vs. promotion” approach 
to their marketing, which 
means instead of advertis-
ing they try to produce the 
most delicious and attractive 
product they can and gener-
ate a lot of excitement around 
their business. It’s no wonder 
they’ve seen so much suc-
cess—both Tom and Nancy 
have friendly smiles, warm 
dispositions, and an indelible 
enthusiasm that’s as sweet as 
their confections.

The Taylors plan to con-
tinue expanding their busi-
ness into more stores and 
broadening their product 
line. Meanwhile, Tom said 
he plans to continue his land-
scape design business, unless 
Burke Mountain Confection-

ary gets a whole lot bigger, 
which might not be a bad 
thing. Neither of them so 
much as blinked at the men-
tion of taking their business 
into the rest of New England, 
or even the country.

After all, why not?

Visit www.burkemountainconfectionery.com for more information or to place an order.

Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT
(802) 626-5051 • Open M-F 10-6 • Sat 9-5

Books make lovely gifts for mothers.

Choose a book you know she’ll love or…
give her one of our gift certificates 

so she can choose her own.
Happy Mother’s Day!

Building & Remodeling
Painting & Wallpapering

JAMES F. EMMONS
CONSTRUCTION

Call Jim (802) 684-3856 and (802) 249-1419
1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy, Danville, VT 05828
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Stay connected.
Introducing Halo™,

The Made for iPhone® 
Hearing Aid.

Try the Made for 
iPhone Hearing Aid 
FREE for 30 Days!*
Call today to schedule 
an appointment:
(802) 284-4016!

(802) 284-4016

St. Johnsbury
198 Eastern Avenue • St. Johnsbury, VT

Monday - Wednesday
 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Newport
328 Main Street • Newport, VT

By Appointment

RELIEF 
FROM RINGING  
IN YOUR EARS

IS HERE
SLEEK  |  DISCREET

CALL (802) 227-0414 TODAY,  
TRY IT RISK-FREE!* 

LIMITED APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

While there may be no cure for the constant ringing, buzzing or 
humming you hear in your ears, now there is a way to seek relief. 

This comfortable in-ear device creates a unique, soothing sound that 
you and your hearing professional can fine-tune to counterbalance the 
irritating sound you hear. It’s designed to let you take control of your 
tinnitus instead of letting it control you.

New hearing device is designed 
to deliver relief for ringing in 
your ears.

Preferred  
Provider of:

St. Johnsbury: 198 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday | 9-4

Newport: 328 Main Street, Newport, VT • By Appointment
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