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by painting recurring themes such as the imbalance between the capitalist and worker’s life. Similarly 
South Korean artist, Sung-ha Ahn paints ordinary objects such as cigarettes that are a metaphor for 
the psychological comfort it gives people, conveying its seductive toxicity. 

There is significant representation of global issues such as war and terrorism in the collection. For 
example, Deny Pribadi’s paintings portray humans as predators and their innate greed and need to 
dominate, colonize and fight even if its done for levity. Lyra’s Garcellano’s works revolve around the 
politics of identity and issues of displacement, movement, history and memory. 

The exhibit also showcases a vivid selection of portraits that capture the psychological dimensions 
of human evolution. Artists such as Alexander Ilichev, Daniel Clark, Mary Chiarmonte and Carlo 
Gabuco delve into the dark side of human nature offering a narrative that reflects a wide range 
of human experiences. Similarly, Czhech Republic Stetlana Kurmaz’s innocent characters co-exist 
in a fragile world of harmony and dream, unfolding the depth of the life lived by the subject in an 
imaginative and compelling way. 

While ‘Pandora’s Box’ draws light onto life’s miseries that exist in our world, it also emphazies on 
hope, the only thing that Pandora left trapped inside the box. The exhibit hopes its viewers to 
engage with the thought-provoking works and start a broader-dialogue about ethics, morals and 
hope, which has stayed with us till this day. 

The show embraces paintings and photographs by artists such as Shilpa Gupta, Sunil Padwal, 
T.V Santhosh, Rameshwar Broota, Anjum Singh, Baiju Parthan, Sung Ha Ahn, Deny Pribadi, I Made 
Wiranda, Tatang Ganar, Mary Chiarmonte, Daniel Clarke, Carlo Gabuco, Klaudia Krzysztonek, Yao 
Hongru, Ung-Pil Byen, Svetlana Kurmaz, , Xiadong Cui, Alexander Illichev, Lyra Garcellano, Ion 
Vacareanu Steve Lawler, Pepijn Simon, Maria Aparici, Viet Ha Tran and Sivan Sternbach.

Sonali Batra

Curator & Co-founder, Great Banyan Art

Great Banyan Art is pleased to present ‘Pandora’s Box’, a group show of compelling contemporary 
artworks curated by its Co-Founder Sonali Batra. The exhibit opens on November 11th at The 
Stainless Gallery and will be on view until the 19th of November 2017.

The artworks curated are inspired by the ancient Greek myth and metaphor used in our modern 
language, “Pandora’s box”. The proverbial phrase refers to the havoc that immediately arose after 
Zeus handed Pandora a beautiful box with a big lock saying, “This is my gift to you. Don’t ever open 
it.” As Zeus anticipated, Pandora’s curiosity led her to open the forbidden box, ending the golden 
age. It is said that as soon as Pandora opened this box, she unleashed human evils and endless 
troubles in the world such as greed, envy, hunger, poverty, violence, pain and war.

The show ‘Pandora’s Box’ will exhibit works by some of India’s leading contemporary artists such 
as T.V Santhosh, Shilpa Gupta, Baiju Parthan, Rameshwar Broota, Sunil Padwal and Anjum Singh. It 
juxtaposes these along with artworks by emerging contemporary artists from Indonesia, Philippines,

China, South Korea, Vietnam, Russia, Netherlands, Spain, Czech Republic, Poland, Romania, Israel, 
South Africa, United Kingdom and United States of America. The collection of diverse artworks 
strings and establishes the analogous nature of angst, stress, distress and the fragile nature and 
times we live in. 

The contemporary artworks featured in the show symbolize and reflect socio-political adversities 
that are prevalent in our world today. We are increasingly becoming more apathetic as individuals 
and as a society. We choose to continually trade comforts of today by passing the burden to the 
next generation. This constant misuse of take has released evils into the world, which we cannot 
reverse. “Pandora’s Box” showcases artists from 15 countries across the globe to highlight the 
universal need for power that has plagued our earthly paradise.

Some artworks curated for the show are satirical and a comment on the harsh urban life pressures 
shaping our society. For example Indonesian artist, Tatang Ganar highlights socio-political problems 
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Participating Artists

1. Shilpa Gupta

2. Sunil Padwal

3. T.V Santhosh

4. Rameshwar Broota

5. Anjum Singh

6. Baiju Parthan

7. Sung Ha Ahn

8. Deny Pribadi

9. I Made Wiranda

10. Tatang Ganar

11. Mary Chiarmonte

12. Daniel Clarke

13. Svetlana Kurmaz

14. Carlo Gabuco

15. Yao Hongru

16. Ung-Pil Byen

17. Alexander Illichev

18. Xiadong Cui

19.  Lyra Garcellano

20. Ion Vacareanu

21. Viet Ha Tran

22. Steven Lawler

23. Klaudia Krzysztonek

24. Pepijn Simon

25. Maria Aparici

26. Sivan Sternbach

aBout Great Banyan art

w w w. g r e a t b a n y a n a r t . c o m

Great Banyan Art is an online gallery based in New Delhi, India. Since 2004, when Great Banyan Art 
was founded, the online gallery has continuesly consigned works to leading auction houses in India 
and overseas, and focussed on private sales. 

Great Banyan brings together a range of artists, genres and time periods across the globe on one 
platform. The gallery takes great pride in its collection, which includes a range of works by leading 
Indian masters, modernists and contemporary artists. Featured Indian artists include F.N Souza, 
S.H Raza, Tyeb Mehta, M.F Husain, Ram Kumar, Krishen Khanna, Jamini Roy, Ganesh Pyne, Akbar 
Padamsee, Atul Dodiya, Anju Dodiya, as well as International contemporary artists such as Geraldine 
Javier, Louay Kayali, Annie Cabigting, Ahmad Zakii Anwar and Sung Ha Ahn amongst many others. 

Since 2016, the online gallery has exhibited their works through curated offline shows. In the past 
year, Great Banyan Art has showcased over 50 international contemporary artists at their shows 
‘Tales of Art’ and ‘Around the World in 7 Day’s’. The gallery continues to focus on bridging the gap 
between international contemporary art and Indian collectors.
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‘Untitled’ (2006) from the ‘Don’t See Don’t Hear Don’t Speak’ series  |  Digital photograph on archival paper printed on flex  |  120 x 72 inches

Mumbai-based Shilpa Gupta actively engages herself 
with the political and cultural world around her. Her 
works probe and examine themes such as global 
capitalism, social injustice, security, borders and power. 
Aiming towards the possibility of social change through 
art, Shilpa Gupta’s photographic works focus on the 
dynamics of power, politics and rapid globalization 
that have lead to social rupture and inequality. 
 
In Gupta’s Don’t See, Don’t Hear, Don’t Speak series, 
the “three wise monkeys” are a recurring motif. The 
principle to “see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil” 
was also made popular in India by Gandhi, in a speech 
that stood for values of positivism at the birth of a new 
nation.
 
Gupta’s work has been shown in leading international 
institutions and museums such as the Tate Modern, 
Serpentine Gallery, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
New Museum, Chicago Cultural Center, Devi Art 
Foundation and exhibited in the Venice Bienelle 
amongst others.

SHILPA GUPTA

INDIA
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Untitled, 2001
Oil On Board

36 x 48 inches

Mumbai based artist Sunil Padwal is known for his 
anguished protagonist. He incorporates the human 
figure in the composition of his artwork, asserting its 
presence and subtly revealing the mystery behind the 
form. 

Padwal works like a sculptor by adding & subtracting 
upon the surface of his paintings - the color is built 
through a series of layers, which at times are also 
scratched out. He seeks inspiration from different 
aspects of everyday life, including work in progress, 
pollution, fast changing skylines, noisy traffic, humans 
and animals stuck in today’s concrete jungle.

SUNIL PADWAL

INDIA
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Untitled, 2002  | Oil on board  |  36 x 36 inches

Untitled  | Oil On Canvas  |  48 x 72 inches

South Indian artist T.V. Santhosh’s works deal with complex contemporary issues such as violence and 
injustice of terrorism and war. In his paintings, the artist paints in lurid greens and shocking orange, recreating 
the effect of a colour photographic negative. His subjects - protestors, soldiers, injured civilians - are made 
to look like negatives in the tradition of Man Ray’s ‘Rayograms,’ with the viewer looking at the image almost 
as if through a thermographic camera or an x-ray machine. His woks remind us of a “tinted glasses” through 
which the public sees current events unfold by appropriating images from newspapers, magazines and news 
channels. In this way, the artist suggests hidden implications that are often difficult to distinguish between 
honest representation of facts and their distortion and manipulation. 

Over the past decade, many of the artists works have featured in Christie’s and Sotheby’s.

T.V SANTHoSH

INDIA
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Cigarette  |  Oil on canvas  |  51 x 64w inches

Sung-Ha-Ahn is known to paint objects, which give 
psychological comfort to people today. A recurring theme 
in his works are trivial objects such as cigarettes and candy 
in transparent glass vessels, creating a mysterious sense of 
fantasy that coexists with a realistic tendency. His works 
convey the significance of the duality of seductive toxicity 
and cruel sweetness in people’s minds. Sung-Ha-Ahn’s works 
have been auctioned at Christies Hong-Kong and Sotheby’s 
Hong-Kong and New York.

SUNG HA AHN

SoUTH KoREA
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Untitled, 2006  |  Photograph, Edition 10 of 20  |  23 x 59 inches

Delhi based visual artist Rameshwar Broota is known for 
his paintings of male bodies, both muscular and emaciated, 
testament to the passage of time. Broota believes photography 
is a creative medium that is as engaging and involving as 
painting. The artist uses the digital medium as a means to 
express his vision that could be part fact and part fiction.

Broota’s works are housed in leading collections in India and 
abroad including the National Gallery of Modern Art in New 
Delhi, the Rashtrapati Bhavan, several Lalit Kala Akademi 
collections across India, and a number of educational and 
other institutions. Some of the prominent international 
collections include the Josip Broz Tito Museum in Yugoslavia 
and the Kunst Museum in Dusseldrof. His works are part of 
various private collections in India, USA, Germany, Switzerland, 
UK, France, Mexico, Sweden and Dubai. These include the 
Chester and Davida Herwitz Collection and the Peabody Essex 
Museum in USA, the Jane and Kito De Boer Collectionin Dubai, 
Rajshree Pathy art collection in Coimbatore, and Kiran Nadar 
Museum of Art.

RAMESHWAR BRooTA

INDIA
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Foot Path 1-6 (work of 6 panels) |  Oil On Canvas  |  90 x 216 inches

New Delhi based artist Anjum Singh, daughter of artist’s Arpita and Paramjit Singh, illustrates the rituals 
of daily life, growing commercialization and urban living. Using objects, words and textures the artist 
investigates the transformative power of our surroundings: as it isolates us, protects us, horrifies us and 
shapes us day in and day out, constantly.

ANjUM SINGH

INDIA
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1/3 Access Virus Cosmogram - 3, 2006  |  Pigment Ink On Aluminium Composite Panel  |  35 x 35 inches

Kerela born artist Baiju Parthan is known as a pioneer of 
intermedia art in India. While elaborating the workings of 
a mysterious inner universe through his paintings, Parthan 
combines his painterly concerns with his explorations of 
cyberspace to produce a series of provocative, richly textured 
installations. The artist’s works focus on the instrumentalization 
of nature for human use and consumption. 

Parthan has held several successful shows in India, China, 
Germany and the U.K. He has held solo exhibits at Aicon 
Gallery London and New York, Vadehra Art Gallery, Art 
Musings and The Guild Gallery amongst others. The artist 
has also participated in major group exhibitions such as the 
IX Asian Biennale in Dhaka and taken part, together with 
F.N.Souza, in Saffronart’s month long artists’ program in Los 
Angeles, Saffronart & The Guild, Mumbai, and Saffronart and 
Bodhi Art, Mumbai, Delhi, New York and Singapore. Many 
works by the artist have been sold at auction, including at 
Christie’s New York ‘South Asian Modern and Contemporary 
Art’. Parthan lives and works in Mumbai.

BAIjU PARTHAN

INDIA
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Elefunk  |  Acrylic On Canvas  |  59 x 59 inches

Deny Pribadi, from Indonesia, presents a unique combination 
of abstract and figurative style of paintings. The characters 
and symbols he explores in his works come from the diversity 
of his imagination. His paintings depict the story of humans 
as predators and our greed of always wanting to dominate, 
colonize and fight – all just for fun. He paints with emotion in 
a spontaneous style, which reflect his feelings. Pribadi’s works 
have been exhibited in several exhibitions aross Indonesia and 
auctioned at auctions houses in Indonesia and Singapore.

DENY PRIBADI

INDoNESIA
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Come, I’ll show you the way |  Acrylic on canvas  |  59 x 59 inchesHitch Hiker  |  Acrylic On Canvas  |  59 x 59 inches
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Hunting  |  Acrylic on canvas  |  55 x 47 inches

Impostor  |  Acrylic On Canvas  |  59 x 59 inches



26 27

Mimpi Di Awan, 2007  |  Mixed Media  |  47 x 55 inches

Since 2000, Wiradana has shifted public attention towards 
exposing modern issues in his works. He soon penetrated into 
post-modernism, which led to his controversial “Wiradana’s 
end of 2001 declaration”. In this, he attempted to confront 
the problem of rejecting western aesthetics. This included 
refusing rational ideas about light, the use of media, and 
other visual aspects. He made a parody of western art and 
offered other meanings to long upheld conventions. The 
artist is known to often use animal figures as his subjects 
matter, presenting them as distorted creatures who have 
their own beauty. Many works by the artist have been sold at 
auction across Indonesia.

I MADE WIRADANA

INDoNESIA
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Tatang Ganar’s creations are said to have a sharp vision and 
satirical element - he highlights Indonesia’s socio-political 
problems. Recurring themes such as the imbalance between 
the capitalist and worker’s life are commonly seen in his 
works. Many works by the artist have been sold at auction 
across Indonesia. 

TATANG GANAR

INDoNESIA

Bermain Dengan Burung, 1999   |  Oil on canvas |  40 x 40 inches
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Hanging somewhere between darkness and light, Mary 
Chiaramonte’s dreamy narratives lead the viewer into a world 
of mystery. Connecting figurative expression with realism and 
narrative, Chiaramonte creates images from fairytales that are 
inspired by human stories. Her dark palette works depict a 
feeling of mystery and secrecy, unfolding a sense of isolation 
and hidden longings.

The artist is represented by Abend Gallery, Denver, RJD 
Gallery, New York and Lovetts Gallery, Tulsa. Her works have 
been in numerous solo and group exhibitions in galleries 
across America, and collections across America and Europe. 
Chiaramonte’s paintings have also been featured in publications 
such as American Art Collector, New American Paintings, 
American Artist Magazine, Empty Magazine, and Visionary 
Artistry Magazine. 

MARY CHIARAMoNTE

UNITED STATES  
oF AMERICA

of A Siren’s Sea Numb Hands’ 
Acrylic on canvas

40 x 32 inches
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Cape Town based artist, Daniel Clarke paints dream-
like figures who seem to hover at the threshold of being 
human. Despite the uncanny appearance, there is a sense of 
recognition when we observe the man in the painting who 
is absorbed in a quiet struggle. While his thoughts seem far 
away and eyes focused elsewhere, our attention is drawn to 
the silent isolation, which seems familiar. Daniel Clarke is 
represented by 99 Loop Gallery in Cape Town. 

DANIEL CLARKE

SoUTH AFRICA

james  |  Oil on canvas  |  59 x 39 inches
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SVETLANA KURMAz

RUSSIA

Svetlana Kurmaz has her own recognizable style - the 
characters in her artworks are full of grace and poetry; her 
nudes are innocent; her ladies are elegant and beautiful; and 
her trees and flowers are strange. Svetlana’s subjects exist in a 
fragile world of harmony and dream.

Svetlana has participated in more than 100 exhibitions and 
art fairs all over the world (Russia, Czech Republic, Germany, 
Italy, Spain, France, Portugal, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, 
Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Ireland, UK & USA).  Her works 
are also part of ‘The General Motors Company Collection’, 
Moscow, Russia; ‘Price Waterhouse Coopers Company 
Collections’, Moscow, Russia; and many private collections 
around the world.

Girl with Pear  |  Oil on canvas  |  100 x 80 inches
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Girl with Rabbit  |  Oil on canvas  |  60 x 80 inches Girl with Wooden Horse  |  Oil on canvas  |  60 x 90 inches
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Girl with letter  |  Oil on canvas  |  100 x 70 inches

Girl with phone  |  Oil on canvas  |  23 x 19 inches
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Carlo Gabuco is a visual artist and photographer who’s seeks 
to portray the elusive and disturbing images of today’s times: 
scenes missed by the wide scope of media. Carlo focuses on 
human rights and development issues, as well as the drug 
war in the Philippines. Gabuco has participated in group 
exhibitions across the Philippines, Malaysia, South Korea, 
England and Singapore.

CARLo GABUCo

Reading between the lines II, 
Oil on canvas 
72 x 72 inches

PHILIPPINES
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Born in 1963, Yao Hongru graduated from the Nanjing Art 
Academy. Many of the artists works are collected overseas 
and auctioned China Guardian auction house.

YAo HoNGRU

CHINA

Rest
Oil on canvas
23 x 19 inches
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Byen Ung-Pil’s explores the polarity of human existence by painting a mirror image of a face that lacks 
expression in his work ‘Self Portrait’. The artist uses this as a metaphor for the duality of good and evil that 
exists in all of us - an insight into our alter ego. Byen Ung-Pil has held solo exhibits across South Korea and 
Germany, and his works have been auctioned at Christies Auction House.

BYEN UNG PIL

SoUTH KoREA

Self Portrait (+ another; 2 works)  |  Oil on canvas  |  89 x 72 inches
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Alexander Ilichev paints portraits using spots of color, lines and dots creating a textural appearance. He 
focuses on coloration, which make his works appear natural and fluid thus producing an effect of lightness 
and breadth. Although the artist doesn’t intend to paint psychology or the depth of a life lived by someone, 
in a surprising way this all emerges by itself. For Ilichev, this is a mystery inexplicable.

ALEXANDER ILICHEV

RUSSIA

Portrait  |  Acrylic on canvas  |  55 x 39 inches
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Born in China, Cui Xiadong is an oil painter who has won 
several awards at the National Arts Exhibition, Art Exhibition 
Commemorating Sun YatSen, China Portrait Oil Painting 
Centennial Exhibition, China Art Fair, China Young Artists 
Oil Painting Exhibition, San Francisco Naturalistic Painting 
Exhibition, the 9th National Arts Exhibition and the China Oil 
Painting Exhibition. This particular work has been acquired at 
China Guardian’s Chinese Oil Paintings and Sculptures Auction.

CHINA

XIADoNG CUI

Sleepless|  Oil on canvas  |  56 x 56 inches
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Lyra’s works revolve around the politics of identity, issues of 
displacement, the concept of roots and sentiments of home 
and memory. Her works depict subjects that are restrained 
and limited in emotional, psychological, physical or social 
ways. The artist’s works have always been punctuated with 
notions of paralysis and movement.

Garcellano has received several artists residences, including 
an Asian Cultural Council grant to Location One in New York 
city, the BMW Young Asian Artists residency in Singapore the 
UNESCO-Aschberg Bursaries for Artists in Yogyakarta and the 
Gwangju Cultural Foundation in South Korea. Her most recent 
residency was from National Art Studio from the National 
Museum of Contemporary Art in South Korea.

LYRA GARCELLANo

PHILIPPINES

Moondward  |  Oil on canvas  |  48 x 34 inches
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Văcăreanu works and paints extremely personal images, 
which reflect the reality he experiences, in Romania. In this 
particular work, the artist depicts his alter-ego; an important 
aspect of his works is the emphasis he puts on colour. 

RoMANIA

Tttt5545  |  Oil & acrylic on canvas  |  47 x 47 inches
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Viet Ha Tran is a Vietnamese romanticism-influenced fine art 
photographer currently residing in Spain. Instead of taking 
photos, she tries to draw pictures of women’s emotions, inner 
dreams, intimacy, poetry and philosophy with her camera. 
Thus, her photos, apart from having an air of classic paintings, 
capture an ephemeral moment of feminine emotions flowing 
through the river of time. As reality plays hide-and-seek with 
fantasy, it’s a reflection of those volatile moods etched in 
the permanence of change. Till date, she has been featured 
in over 60 newspapers and magazines around the world such 
as Vogue Italia, Vanity Fair France, Vietnam News, Vietnam 
Daily, Vietnam Business Woman, Photography Master Class 
Magazine, Get Inspired Magazine etc. Her award-winning 
photograph “The Lotus Lake” was auctioned and sold by 
Christie’s HongKong at the highest bid of the night, and all 
profit went to charity.

VIET HA TRAN

SPAIN

Remembrance of the shattered dreams  |  Fine art photography  |  30 x 45 inches
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A realist painter who is known for his dramatic narratives, 
Lawler creates a sense of psychological mystery through 
effects of light. The artists uses chiaroscuro - an oil painting 
technique, developed during the Renaissance, that uses 
strong tonal contrasts between light and dark to model 
three-dimensional forms, often to dramatic effect. Lawler has 
exhibited in galleries across the UK and at international art 
fairs such as The New York Armory and The Palm Beach Fair.

STEVEN LAWLER

UNITED KINGDoM

The Signalman  |  Oil on canvas  |  40 x 30 inches
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In Klaudia Krzystonek works, the artist depicts the dark side of human nature. The archetypal shadow present 
in her works symbolizes the subconscious mind, which suppresses human emotion, instinct and behaviour. 
Klaudia paints women doing every day activities in an atmosphere that feels dense and even suffocating. 
The faces of her characters are always hidden while their bodies are usually exposed, creating an artificial 
and illusionary order.

KLAUDIA KRzYSzToNEK

PoLAND

Potatoes  |  Oil on canvas  |  55 x 43 inches
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Simon is known to use old credit cards rather than paint 
brushes to craft powerful images in his works. In his works, he 
applies white paint to his black backgrounds without sketches 
or photographs in order to catch the emotions of his subject 
in that moment. That, says Simon, is how he conveys emotion 
in his work. For Simon, the dark paintings are an expression 
of miscommunication between people and their reflected 
emotions. The artist has exhibited in Netherlands, Belgium, 
England and at the Rotterdam International Art Fair.

SIMoN PEPIjN

NETHERLANDS

Study of a Horse  |  Oil on canvas  |  55 x 40 inches
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A figurative expressionist, for Maria, the making of art is a 
powerful form of communication that expresses the nature of 
the human condition. The artist describes her portraits series 
as, “A portrait is a chain of events recorded in one single work 
where the mind is absorbed in the moment of moments.” She 
believes that art should bandage the distance between the 
artist and the observer in the hope that the image will remain 
in their memory forever.

MARIA APARICI

SPAIN

The Unfinished  |  Oil on canvas  |  58 x 50 inches



64 65

Sivan Sternbach studied ceramics for 6 years in Israel. According to the artist, her ceramic balloon sculputres 
are the purest expression as to how she lives her life. In their playful and tactile qualities, her balloons 
reflect human beings natural appetite for freedom and connection to the present moment. Her balloons—
in varying sizes, colors and levels of inflatedness—hope to trigger positive childhood memories. Coming 
together with the theme with the show, we hope Sivan’s balloons have the potential to capture a person’s 
fleeting, happy memory and render it timeless. 

In the summer of 2017, Sternbach exhibited over 100 of her balloons at Bergdorf Goodman’s iconic windows 
in New York. Her works can also be found in many private collections worldwide.

SIVAN STERNBACH 

ISRAEL

Tiffany blue classic balloon  |  Ceramic Sculpture  (to be mounted on wall )  |  15 x 12 inches
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