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CALENDAR LISTING 
MEDIA Contact: O’Bayley Communications – Bob Bogard 760/778-3525 • bob@obayley.net 
or Modernism Week – Lisa Vossler Smith 760/578-5556 • lisa@modernismweek.com 
 
 
WHAT: Modernism Week  
 
DATE: Thursday, April  8 – Sunday, April 18, 2021 
 
WHERE: Various locations throughout the Greater Palm Springs area 
 
COST: Each event is individually priced 
 
MORE:   Modernism Week’s signature festival, normally held in February, has 
been moved to April 8-18, 2021 and highlights midcentury modern architecture, art, 
interior and landscape design, and vintage culture in the Palm Springs area of 
Southern California. Now in its 16th year, the annual 11-day festival will feature 
many in-person events including the Palm Springs Modernism Show & Sale, tours of 
Featured Homes, tours of the historic Annenberg Estate at Sunnylands, a garden 
tour, and many more events on both weekends. All events are open to the public, 
and many events are free or low cost. In addition to in-person events, Modernism 
Week will also offer select online events in April as well.  
 
 
Tickets go on sale at 12 PM PST on Friday, January 1, 2021 at 
modernismweek.com.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
MEDIA Contact: O’Bayley Communications – Bob Bogard 760/778-3525 • bob@obayley.net 
or Modernism Week – Lisa Vossler Smith 760/578-5556 • lisa@modernismweek.com 

 
Modernism Week Tickets Still Available 

 
11-day celebration of midcentury modern architecture, design, and culture starts April 8 

and many events still have availability 
 

PALM SPRINGS, CA (April 7, 2021) – The annual Modernism Week 11-day festival 
celebrating midcentury modern architecture, design, and culture in Palm Springs, 
California will commence April 8, and many events still have availability. These in-person 
events include tours of the two designer Featured Homes, tours of two newly-
constructed architecturally significant private homes in the chic Desert Palisades 
neighborhood, fashion events, talks, and much more. All Modernism Week programs 
have been specifically designed to allow for social distancing and safety protocols. 
Modernism Week will have a special pop-up information desk at Koffi Central located at 
650 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way in the historic Kaptur Plaza.  At the desk, participants may 
get additional information about Modernism Week events and purchase tickets. The 
desk will be open both weekends, April 9-12 and 15-18 from 9 am – 3 pm. Tickets for all 
Modernism Week events are available at modernismweek.com. 
 
“We are thrilled that the Modernism Week activities we are offering this year have been 
met with such enthusiasm,” said Lisa Vossler Smith, Modernism Week Executive 
Director. “While some events such as the tours of Sunnylands and the walking tour of  
Indian Wells are sold out at this time, many exciting events still have availability. 
Because we are regulating the number of people who can participate in each program to 
ensure the safety of our guests and volunteers, Modernism Week participants are 
reminded that they must purchase tickets in advance on modernismweek.com and not at 
the door.” 
 
Modernism Week programs that still have availability include: 
 
Tours of two Featured Homes 
Tours of both residences will be offered on April 9-12 and April 15-18; each tour is $35 
 
"Sunburst Palms" - Tour H3K’s latest renovation of a 1956 Lawrence Lapham property 
in the iconic Deepwell neighborhood and enjoy and be inspired by their fun-filled and 
colorful take on classic midcentury modern design. 
 
"Seventies Sackley" – This architectural home tour in the Indian Canyons 
neighborhood will allow participants to experience a seamless blend of contemporary 
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furnishings and vintage pieces on display at this stunning 1975 Palm Springs residence 
designed by noted architect Stan Sackley and offered by Grace Home Furnishings. 
 
Modernism Week sponsors Brizo, Dunn-Edwards Paints, Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & 
Lighting Gallery, JennAir, and Willis generously contributed to these projects. 
 
 
“Desert Modernism: Two Perspectives. Two Home Tours – Kappe and Lockyer” 
April 8-18, $60 
One ticket, two tours. Discover architect Raymond Kappe's last project as well as 
architect Sean Lockyer's newly completed Desert Palisades project. Palm Springs Life 
has partnered with the Kappe family, and Sean Lockyer, and the builders of Desert 
Palisades to bring these homes to the public eye.  
 
“A Curated Collection” 
April 17 and 18, $10 (general admission) and $15 (early preview)  
Retailers and private dealers from all over will showcase their finest vintage apparel, 
textiles, jewelry and accessories in one upscale venue.  
 
“A Night Out on the Town: A Fashion Show Retrospective Over the Decades” 
April 11, $60 
In this fun fashion show event, participants will stroll down memory lane as they view 
iconic fashions from the past in this exciting retrospective that spans decades. 
 
“Viva Las Vegas!” 
April 15, $35 
This rollicking presentation showcases entertaining vintage movie clips and a thrilling 
slide show celebrating Las Vegas from the early 1900’s through the 1970’s. This is an 
outdoor event at Palm Springs Cultural Center and guests are advised to bring their own 
chairs.  
 
“Mod with a Twist” 
April 9, 10, 15, 16, $55 
Mod with a Twist is a light-hearted but deep dive into some of the more obscure topics of 
the midcentury. Chuckle along with these witty presentations while you sip wine and 
learn something new.  
 
NEW FREE EVENT: 
“Shag’s Modernism Week Signing Event” 
April 10 and 17, 6-9 pm 
Guests are invited to join other midcentury modern enthusiasts and Shag aficionados at 
these two annual print signing parties featuring the artist Josh Agle (aka Shag). Revel in 
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stimulating conversations and fun vintage outfits and view colorful SHAG artworks and 
merchandise as Shag personalizes your latest treasure. 
 
In addition to the robust array of in-person events Modernism Week also features 
exciting new programs in a new Modernism Week Online Experience running from April 
15 - May 15 at modernismweek.com. These programs include guided video tours 
through the two Modernism Week Featured Homes ("Sunburst Palms" and "Seventies 
Sackley”); an exclusive guided tour through the two “Desert Modernism: Two 
Perspectives” homes designed by Raymond Kappe and Sean Lockyer; the talk 
“Poolside Gossip: More Than a Photograph,” about the iconic Slim Aarons photograph; 
“Levels of Kappe,” a new film about architect Ray Kappe; “Home Movie Day, Palm 
Springs,” a special look at vintage home movies from the 50s and 60’s and more; and 
“Pools, Patios and BBQs,” a retro slide show extravaganza with Charles Phoenix. Also 
available in the Modernism Week Online Experience are special encore presentations of 
its popular Signature Home Tours; an Architectural Driving Tour of Palm Springs; The 
Desert Modernists Series with Alan Hess; Charles Phoenix’s “Tour of Palm Springsland,” 
and much more. Additional information may be found at modernismweek.com starting 
April 15. 
 
About Modernism Week 
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Modernism Week remains committed to its 
mission of celebrating and fostering appreciation of midcentury architecture and design, 
as well as contemporary thinking in these fields by encouraging education, preservation 
and sustainable modern living as represented in the greater Palm Springs area. 
 
For more information about future Modernism Week events, visit modernismweek.com, 
read the blog at mwkly.com, and follow on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
 

# # # 
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Modernism Week Moves to April 2021 with Online Plans for February 

 

PALM SPRINGS, CA (November 30, 2020) – Modernism Week is announcing a change 

to their 2021 event schedule. In order to provide their guests with the best experience 

possible, Modernism Week has decided to reschedule in-person events from February 

to April 8-18-2021. The April events will go on sale January 1, 2021 at 12 p.m. PST at 

modernismweek.com. 

 

In its place in February, the Modernism Week Online Experience will include a curated 

line-up of more than 20 new video programs created specifically for Modernism Week, 

and encore presentations of past programs available for purchase and on-demand 

streaming February 1-28, 2021 at modernismweek.com. Also online in February, 

Modernism Week will offer an online auction February 1-14 that will feature one-of-a-

kind architectural experiences and unique, limited specialty items not normally available 

to the public. 

 

The date shift to April for in-person events in Palm Springs will provide more time for the 

state and county health status to improve, and for organizers to plan safe and enjoyable 

experiences under pandemic guidelines. "We are committed to the safety of our guests 

and we are monitoring daily health advisories,” said William Kopelk, Modernism Week 

Chairman. “We realize that it will not be possible to provide in-person events during our 

annual February dates, however, we are optimistic that we will be able to provide safer 

and more enjoyable in-person tours and programs in April as conditions improve. We 

want to do what is best for our guests, as well as for our staff and volunteers." 

 

The April in-person activities will feature more than 20 tours and events in the Palm 

Springs area, including two designer Featured Homes that will be open for timed, 

ticketed, socially distanced tours, and the Palm Springs Modernism Show & Sale, which 

will be organized to allow for social distancing and timed entry. Other April events will 

include a variety of outdoor walking tours; tours of Sunnylands, Frank Sinatra’s former 

estate, and the Lautner Compound; narrated self-driving tours of Palm Springs 

architecture; self-guided modern landscape and outdoor neighborhood tours in Palm 

Springs, Rancho Mirage and Indian Wells; fashion events; vintage car exhibitions; and 

tours of newly-constructed architecturally significant private homes in Desert Palisades. 

 

Participants will be able to view the schedule and summaries of all April programs at 

modernismweek.com during the last week of December 2020. Tickets for April programs 

will go on sale January 1, 2021. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Hollywood Revisited Online Musical Extravaganza $25  
Hollywood Revisited sold out 3 years in a row at Modernism Week, and now as a special 
online experience, everyone can see the show. From the 1930’s to the 1960’s, 
Hollywood film directors demanded spectacular costumes and studios hired the biggest 
designers and fashion icons to bring to life the glitz and the glamour that moviegoers 
expected. Collector Greg Schreiner assembled a stunning collection of more than 300 
original designer masterpieces and shares his collection while acclaimed vocalists sing 
and dance to movie-related music while wearing the original costumes.  
 
FILMS 
"Albert Frey - Part 1: The Architectural Envoy,” $10 
“Albert Frey- Part 2: The Architectural Interpreter,” $10  
These two films reveal the mystique of Albert Frey, an influential architectural master 
who helped bring modernism to the United States. Part 1 explores Frey’s early life and 
work in Europe, his immigration to America, and his architectural accomplishments in 
New York in the 1930s, including the design and exhibition of the Aluminaire House. Part 
2 explores his Southern California period from 1939 until 1998, where Frey created a 
new desert modernism, where 11 of his many structures built in the desert communities 
are now listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
“The 1931 Aluminaire House Comes to Palm Springs,” $15  
This film tells the story of the Aluminaire House, influenced by Albert Frey’s time in Paris 
with the great architect, Le Corbusier, and designed by Frey and A. Lawrence Kocher. It 
begins when Aluminaire was designed for a 1931 exhibition in New York City, and 
follows its convoluted history as it was relocated to the grounds of Wallace Harrison’s 
Long Island, NY estate, and ends with it finding a permanent location on the grounds of 
the Palm Springs Art Museum. 
 
“Neutra - Survival Through Design,” $10  
This is a comprehensive documentary encompassing the 125-year life, work and times 
of Architect Richard Neutra, a legacy which continues today through his son Dion 
Neutra.  
 
“Landis Gores In New Canaan: An Architect’s Story,” $15 
Landis Gores is one of "The Harvard Five" architects who settled in New Canaan in the 
1940s. This presentation explores his career, family life and his unique vision with those 
who knew him best. 
 
“Modern New Canaan - Evolution of Design: Bauhaus| Harvard GSD| New Canaan,” $15 
Discover how the town of New Canaan became a center of midcentury modern 
architecture, including a visit to three of New Canaan's most iconic houses and the 
homeowners who cherish them. 
 
“Moshe Safdie and Frank Lloyd Wright at Crystal Bridges Museum,” $15  
This new film was created for Modernism Week by curators at the famed Crystal Bridges 
Museum (opened in 2011 by founder, Alice Walton, in Bentonville Arkansas). It looks at 
the breathtaking architecture and natural setting of the museum, designed by architect 
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Moshe Safdie. Frank Lloyd Wright’s Bachman-Wilson House which was meticulously 
reconstructed on museum grounds; and Buckminster Fuller’s Fly’s Eye Dome, and 
interior spaces by Marlon Blackwell.  
 
“Introducing Rudolph Michael Schindler, Architect,” $15  
This film by architect Josh Gorrell includes key examples (all filmed on location) of 
Rudolph Schindler’s career, used to demonstrate his evolving design work from the 
1920s to the 1940s.  
 
“Let’s Name the New Downtown Park for “Mother” Nellie Coffman!,” Free 
This 10-minute film is an entertaining PSPF-produced film chronicling the effort to name 
the city’s new Downtown Park after Palm Springs pioneer “Mother” Nellie Coffman.  
 
TALKS 
“The Desert Modernists Video Series with Alan Hess,” $45 
Modernism Week introduces a new series highlighting the Desert Modernists, the 
midcentury architects who envisioned Palm Springs. In this video series, Alan Hess, 
author, architect and Modernism Week Board of Directors member, will give three brief, 
capsule presentations on a select group of the most revered Desert Modern architects 
from the midcentury period. In this series premiere, Hess will discuss the “Introduction to 
Desert Modern,'' followed by two architect highlight episodes: one profiling Albert Frey, 
and the other William F. Cody. Historical images and on-site touring and exploration will 
provide an expert's crash-course on Desert Modern architecture, inspiring viewers to 
learn more.  
 
Charles Phoenix Retro Disneyland, $45  
With unbridled enthusiasm and keen expertise, Charles Phoenix lavishes commentary 
on spectacular Kodachrome slides taken at the granddaddy in the 50s and 60s. Get the 
backstories and glories of Main Street USA, Adventureland, Fantasyland, Frontierland 
and Tomorrowland. Experience long-gone attractions, including the Phantom Boats, 
Flying Saucers, People Mover, Carousel of Progress, the original Tomorrowland when it 
was promoted as ‘The World of 1986,’ and the all-new Tomorrowland of 1967 and more. 
 
Mod With A Twist, $15 
These newly recorded talks feature audience favorites of some of the best Mod with a 
TWIST from previous programs, presented by the wacky founders of Makerville. Join 
Jay Zaltzman, Kurt Cyr, Debra and Richard Hovel for an enjoyable "think and drink" 
event. Topics include "West Coast Cool: the intersection of architecture and music in 
California," "What Do We Hate Now: the fickle nature of architectural adoration," 
"Revered and Reviled: Why do we worship the architecture of the midcentury but disdain 
the food?," and finally, "Naked History: The true history of naked hermits, waterfalls and 
hit songs written in Palm Springs.” 
 
‘Broken Glass – Edith Farnsworth and Mies van der Rohe’ $15  
Filmed on location at the famed Farnsworth House, author Alex Beam tells the story of 
the flawed architect-client relationship that led to the one of the greatest architectural 
masterpieces of the twentieth century.  
 
Fast Forward - Part 1 (Encore Performance) $25  
Fast Forward - Part 2 (NEW) $35  
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FAST FORWARD 2 is a conference designed to bring together architects, designers, 
educators, community members, preservationists, and architecture buffs to discuss the 
future of architecture and urban planning in the greater Palm Springs area. These 
conferences are organized and sponsored by the Palm Springs Architectural Alliance 
and dedicated to the goal of helping the city government, architects and developers to 
work together to design buildings that will be worthy of celebrating 50 years from now.  
 
Regarding Paul R. Williams,  $15  
A conversation with architecture historian Alan Hess and photographer Janna Ireland on 
her experience and insights photographing African-American architect Paul R. Williams’ 
work for her new book, providing a fresh and contemporary context in black and white 
photographs. Filmed in a Paul R Williams residence in L.A.  
 
Modern In The Middle - Chicago Houses 1929-1975, $15  
Fans of mid-20th century modernism, especially as it took shape in the Midwest, will 
want to view this talk that explores how Chicago and its suburbs played a pivotal but 
overlooked role in developing the modern single-family house. Several Frank Lloyd 
Wright and Mies van der Rohe houses are featured, but the talk covers less familiar 
gems and briefly delves into the history of the house, the architect, the client, and even 
the house’s current condition. 
 
Philip Johnson and the Glass House, $15  
This conversation with Ian Volner, author of the new book, ‘Philip Johnson – A Visual 
Biography’, and Hilary Lewis, Chief Curator and Creative Director of the Glass House, 
includes new footage of the Glass House, landscape and ensemble of structures on the 
47-acre compound.  
  
Tour of Tony Duquette's Dawnridge Estate with Hutton Wilkinson, $15 
Explore Dawnridge, the legendary home of designer Tony Duquette with Hutton 
Wilkinson and Jaime Rummerfield. Located in Beverly Hills, Dawnridge is one of the 
most creatively designed and eccentric homes in America.  A bohemian wonderland 
from top to bottom, the house was designed by architect Casper Ehmcke and built in 
1949 by Duquette and his wife, Elizabeth. Over the decades the Duquettes transformed 
it into a multi-structure compound with sprawling gardens.  
 
Richard Neutra's 1929 Lovell Health House, $15  
Architect Josh Gorrell takes participants on an up-close tour of one of largest residences 
designed by Richard Neutra, a house with iconic worldwide status and represents 
Neutra’s best work. Built in 1929 in the then remote hills of the Los Feliz area of Los 
Angeles, the sleek international style stucco and metal house was designed for the 
physician and naturopath, Dr. Philip Lovell, hence the name Health House. The house 
was featured in the film ‘L.A. Confidential.” 
 
Local and state requirements for gatherings and social distancing prompted Modernism 
Week to offer two versions of its popular event - the February Modernism Week Online 
Experience (Feb. 1 – 28, 2021) and an additional festival featuring in-person events 
running from April 8-18, 2021. The Modernism Show & Sale at the Palm Springs 
Convention Center will be offered April 8-11, 2021. Tickets are on sale now at 
modernismweek.com. 
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About Modernism Week 
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Modernism Week remains committed to its 
mission of celebrating and fostering appreciation of midcentury architecture and design, 
as well as contemporary thinking in these fields by encouraging education, preservation 
and sustainable modern living as represented in the greater Palm Springs area. 
 
For more information about future Modernism Week events, visit modernismweek.com, 
read the blog at mwkly.com, and follow on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
 

# # # 
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Event Statistics

1,580
Timed, Ticketed or 

Free Events

162,000
International Design Savvy 

Attendees

350+
Modernism Week 
and Partner Events 
& Cocktail Parties

Visitors at CAMP 
headquarters over 10 days

42,000



57%  
are repeat attendees

92%  
were satisfied or very satisfied 

with Modernism Week

92%  
would recommend  

Modernism Week to others

81%  
plan to attend in 2021

91%  
own a residence

38%  
are planning  

to remodel or refurbish

64%  
made purchases 

during Modernism Week

21%  
own a second home 

in the Palm Springs area

Results tabulated from attendee surveys and ticket sales records.

29% 

46% 

23%

25-45 

46-65 

66+

34% 

39% 

23% 

4%

$200,000 + 

$100,000-$200,000 

$50,000-$100,000 

Up to $50,000

54% 

14% 

22% 

10%

West Coast 

East Coast 

All Other States 

International 
All 50 states and 25 countries

Attendance and Demographics

Ticket Sales by Region

Attendee Income Levels

Age of Attendees



?%  
sales increase from 2018

83% attended as fans or consumers 86% 
75% 
47% 
38% 
19% 
18%

Results tabulated from attendee surveys and ticket sales records.

architecture 

interior design 

landscape design 

preservation 

photography 

fashion

50  
states plus District of Columbia

2015

59,500

2016

77,500

2017

97,500

2018

126,000

20202019

152,000
162,000

11%  attended as designers or professionals

34%  
attended 2-3 events

29%  
attended 4-6 events

Fields of Interest

Attendance and Demographics (cont.)

25  
countries including Canada, 

UK, Australia, Germany  
and France



Media and Press Coverage

128 
Registered Media Attendees

3.74B 
Total Media Impressions

9.6M 
Paid Media Impressions

“Modernism Week draws mid-century design-loving 
fans to Palm Springs for a rare opportunity to peek 

into exclusive, beautifully-designed homes. But 
besides being awed by gorgeous abodes, the 11-day 

celebration is a party—a chance to celebrate all things 
modernist and mid-century.“      Sunset 

Modernism Week was profiled in publications from Australia, Italy, Canada, Netherlands, 
Spain, Denmark, Japan, Turkey, Russia, France and the United Kingdom.



4.1M 
Total Views

Web and Social Media

Email Newsletter

132K 12K

1.2K 
Original Posts

31%
Open Rate

924K 
Visitors

9.6M 
Total Impressions

656K
Reach

26K
Audience

Total Social Media Followers Increase in Social Media Followers

Web Site Blog



The mission of Modernism Week, a  
501 (3) (k) non-profit organization,  

is to celebrate and foster appreciation  
of midcentury architecture and design,  

as well as contemporary thinking in these fields, 
by encouraging education, preservation,  

and sustainable modern living as represented  
in the Greater Palm Springs area.

$61M

Funds paid from ticket proceeds to participating 
neighborhoods, organizations and businesses

$1.6M

Estimated economic impact of Modernism Week 
to the Palm Springs area

Community Support
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