
HAIR CUTTING GLOSSARY OF TECHNIQUES 
 
 
Blunt Cutting 

Generally used to establish a solid perimeter or internal guide. Does not impart 
any texture, movement or softness.   

Point Cutting 
Utilized to simultaneously create and diffuse a structural line. Creates softer 
edges and enhances movement. Point scissors into the desired cutting line at a 
slight angle. Insert the shears between ¼”- ½” into the desired cutting line so that 
you create a clear, clean guide with soft diffusion. Close the blades on the way in, 
creating a “notching” affect.  

 
Deep Point Cutting 

Utilized only to remove bulk, enhance texture and soften harsh lines, not used to 
create a structural line. Insert the scissors into the desired line parallel to the 
strands. To avoid removing too much hair or creating an additional structural 
guideline, keep the blades pointing directly into the section, do not cut at an 
angle. Insert the blades deep into the line and close the blades on the way out.  

 
Surface Cutting 

Designed to slim the outer surface of any haircut, enhance texture and to make 
the hair appear more layered than it actually is. Point the tips of your shears 
directly downward, keeping the blades completely flat against the surface of the 
strands. Gently pulse the shears slightly open then slightly closed as you travel 
down the section.  

 
Seamless Slicing 

Allows you to remove bulk within the interior of a section. Hold the section tight 
between your fingers. Hold the shears perpendicular to the section. “Push” the 
shears through small weighted areas of the section slightly pulsing the shears as 
you move through the section. Do not close the shears all the way. 

 
Channel Slicing 

Utilized to blend and soften harsh lines, enhance texture and to influence the hair 
to flow either toward or away from the face. Insert your shears at a diagonal 
angle. If you want the hair to flow toward the face, insert your shears toward the 
back of the head at the highest point of your angle. Your shears will be at a 
diagonal-forward angle. Glide down the diagonal-forward angle with your shears 
pulsing-slightly opening and closing from the highest point at the back of the head 
to the lowest point at the side or front of the head.  
 

Back Cutting 



Creates extremely random texture, softness, and blending throughout sections. 
Hold the section vertically between your fingers and place your opened shears at 
the ends of the section. Pulse the shears slightly closed (without closing all the 
way) as you move your cutting hand toward the scalp. Open the shears as you lift 
off the section and reinsert the shears toward the ends of the hair. Repeat until 
the degree of texture and diffusion has been achieved on each section. 

 
Slide Cutting 

Used to blend and connect extreme short-to-long angles. Creates a smooth 
transition when cutting steep internal angles or perimeter lengths. Place the 
shears halfway closed at the shortest point of the angle. Slide in one smooth 
motion to connect to the longest piece.  

 
 
(Razor techniques below)  

FEATHERING 
• Blade placed perpendicular to the section 
• Unlike deep feathering, the razor teeth are pointed always 

toward the section/ends of the hair 
• If the blade is held flatter to the section, taking wider strokes 

with lighter pressure/tension, it will contribute to a softer cut 
with maximum diffusion 

• If the blade is held to a sharper angle to the section, taking 
shorter strokes with maximum pressure/tension, it will 
contribute to a more blunt cut with minimum diffusion 

DEEP FEATHERING 
• Blade is held perpendicular to the section 
• Typically used for long layering  
• Unlike traditional feathering, the blade travels downward, then 

immediately flips 180 degrees so that the razor teeth are 
pointed upward toward the root area. LIGHTLY push the blade 
upward before again flipping the blade 180 degrees and 
traveling down the strand. The upward motion simply “pushes” 
already cut shorter layers out of the cutting area to avoid over-
texturizing the hair. This also creates small areas of 
disconnection within the line to create a more seamless look 
and feel to the long layers.  

FILLETING 
• Blade is held parallel to the section 
• Most commonly used method of cutting a perimeter length 
• If the blade is held flatter to the section, taking wider strokes 

with lighter pressure/tension, it will contribute to a softer cut 
with maximum diffusion 



• If the blade is held to a sharper angle to the section, taking 
shorter strokes with maximum pressure/tension, it will 
contribute to a more blunt cut with minimum diffusion 

RAZOR ARCING 
• Used to create a random, extremely diffused perimeter length 

guide, or internal structural line, while imparting a slight under-
bevel to the section  

• Ideal for a round layer/sleek shape intended to be worn close 
to the head or beveled under at the ends 

• The blade is placed behind the hair at a 45-degree angle to the 
section. Simultaneously shift fluidly upward with your holding 
hand and the blade in tandem. As you lift, slightly rotate the 
blade from a 45-degree angle to a 90-degree angle, imparting 
the under-beveled effect. 

RAZOR PEELING 
• Ideal technique for removing length and weight in high 

elevations 
• Place the blade at a 90-degree angle, perpendicular to the 

outside of the section. Place the thumb of your cutting hand on 
the inside of the section. Gently guide the hair forward with 
your thumb to make contact with the blade. Do not press your 
thumb directly into the blade. As the section makes contact 
with the blade, peel upward and outward, using light pressure 
to cut the section to the ideal length with the desired softness 
and diffusion. 

TWIST CUTTING 
• Used to cut selected areas of the hair to match a guide with 

maximum randomness, diffusion and softness 
• Depending on the hair’s density, select 1-2” sections and twist 

them either clockwise or counter-clockwise. To influence the 
hair to flow either toward or away from the face, rotate the 
section accordingly, or alternate taking the first section 
clockwise and the second counter-clockwise, and repeat. 
Establish the guide, then place the blade parallel to the section 
and utilize the Filleting technique as you cut through the 
section to match the guide. 

 
FRINGING/TIPPING/SKETCHING 

• A technique used for detailing the perimeter of the haircut 
• Ideal for short lengths 
• Concentrate the lightest pressure to the very tip-or toe of the 

blade. Delicately press downward to slim the ends, remove 
length and soften any weight line. 



SURFACE CUTTING 
• Ideal technique to de-bulk the nape/side areas of a haircut 
• Slims the overall shape without losing vital structural length  
• Can be used in isolated areas to give the appearance that the 

hair is more layered than actually is (Great on haircuts when a 
heavy side part is used. Use Surface Cutting on the weaker part 
side to balance the appearance of layers) 

• Creates ideal strand definition, separation and texture  
• Place the blades flat against the surface of the hair 
• Cut the hair in its natural fall, or by selecting an area with your 

index finger and thumb 
• Place the blade completely flat to the section at the shortest 

desired point. Lightly skim downward toward the ends 
S-CARVING 

• A technique used to enhance or assimilate a curl/wave pattern 
in the hair 

• Converge a thin, vertical section in between the second 
knuckle and the tips of your fingers of your holding hand. With 
your fingers pointed upward, place the blade perpendicular to 
the section. Moving the blade and your body simultaneously, 
create an “S” pattern as you cut through to the ends.  

• Hold the blade flatter to the section for a softer, more diffused 
pattern. Hold the blade at a sharper angle to the section for a 
more blunt pattern. 

• The wider your “S” pattern, the wider, looser the imparted 
wave pattern 

 
RAZOR CARVING 

• Ideal for creating an extreme fluid angle which connects short 
to long hair within a section 

• Hold the section securely between your fingers. Place the 
blade perpendicular to the section at the shortest desired 
point. Fluidly glide the blade down the section until you meet 
the longest desired point. 

 
 


