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e Mazurka RZ, Flamenco RZ red
e Taranto RZ, Bossanova RZ yellow
e Boogie RZ, Sympathy RZ orange



RUK ZWAAN

Varieties

Sweet peppers are green, maturing to either red, yellow or orange. This leaflet gives a description
of the most popular Rijk Zwaan blocky sweet peppers. For red this is Mazurka RZ and Flamenco
RZ, for yellow Taranto RZ and Bossanova RZ, for orange Boogie RZ and Sympathy RZ.

Sowin

Sowing sweet peppers should be done preferably in trays in a temperature controlled greenhouse.
The optimum germination temperature is 25°C and the optimum germination time is 7 - 8 days. It is
advisable to sow in trays. In case of extended propagation transplanting should be done after
approximately 20 days. The total propagation time on the nursery depends on the desired plant size.

Plant density
The number of shoots per m? determines the plant density. Depending on the date of transplanting

and length of the cultivation, 6 - 7 stems per m? is advised. This means 3 plants per m* for the 2-
stem system.

Transplanting
The age of the plant to be transplanted is an important matter. Transplant a young plant with a well

developed root system. An old plant is not advised. It will turn into a generative stage too early. In
any case, do not allow the plant to set fruit at an early stage. The aim is to create a "factory" first.
Therefore you need a sturdy plant with a well developed root system in order to ensure sufficient
vegetative development. After that the plant will be able to produce a good quantity of well
developed fruits. A badly developed root system can cause blossom end rot as mentioned below.

Temperature after transplanting

Compared to other crops, sweet pepper is far more sensitive both to extremes in temperature and
moisture. After transplanting, the optimum temperature is approximately 23°C by day and 18-21°C
at night. Minimum soil temperature 20°C. When sowing in summer achieving these temperatures
will not be a problem. Where sweet peppers are grown in the winter period, plan the transplanting
date at such a time that the plant and its root system have ample time to develop before the really
cold period starts.

Though optimum temperatures for sweet pepper are relatively high, extreme temperatures above
35°C are harmful and will prevent fruitset.

First fruitset

It is not advisable to leave more than 4-6 fruits per plant in the first fruitset (2-3 fruits per stem).
Remove the first flower which appears on the stem. This is known as the king fruit. Deformed
young fruits must be taken away at an early stage, to be sure that only top quality fruits are
harvested. If vegetative growth is limited, remove also the flowers from the first and second axil
(see picture).
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Fruitset and temperature

There 1s a close relation between the temperature and fruitsetting. High average temperatures will
stimulate vegetative growth. By increasing temperature difference between day and night, the plant
will develop more generatively. Below 12°C the quality of the pollen will reduce, which causes
seedless, misshapen fruits.

[f temperature is the limiting factor, consider installing heating equipment; quality as well as
production will benefit.

Pruning

For a heated crop of the mentioned varieties a two-stem system is used. As mentioned, 6 - 7 stems
per m? is advised for August/September planting. Choose the strongest stems and remove the
others.

Mazurka RZ, Flamingo RZ, Taranto RZ and Emily RZ produce on the main stem as well as on the
side shoots. Fruit quality of the fruits on the main stem is in general better than that of the fruits on
the side shoots. A correct pruning system will stimulate production on the main stem. In general we
advise to prune at one leaf behind the fruit flower in winter time, in order to let sufficient light into
the plant. When radiation and temperature increase, the pruning of the side shoots should be done at
two leaves. This is done to avoid excess radiation on the fruits, which may cause sunscald and
cracks on the fruits.

Fruit quality
The relation between climate and fruit quality is evident. Some "fruit diseases" have to be

mentioned.

Blossom end rot

Some causes of this problem can be:

- There is a lack of calcium in the fruit wall, due to the fact that calcium is transported to
other parts in the plant.
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- Transpiration of the plant is higher than absorbtion of water by the roots. Even at a young
stage the cells in the fruits are damaged by a lack of water. A too high salt concentration in
the soil or a badly developed root system can cause problems in water uptake and increase
the risk of blossom end rot.

Cracking of the fruit

The value of mainly the red fruits will reduce significantly if the fruit skin is cracked. Try to avoid
wet fruits during the night and early morning. Also big differences in temperature between day and
night contribute to this problem. Especially mature fruits with a less flexible skin are sensitive to
cracking.

Sunscald

Excess radiation in spring and summertime can easily cause sunscald damage. Problems of
sunscald can be reduced by preventing direct sunlight on the fruits. Using the right pruning system
can help a great deal. Extra shade is created by leaving more leaves on the plant. Furthermore white
washing of the greenhouse in summertime can be a way to reduce the fruit temperature and the risk
of sunscald.

Rijk Zwaan Export B.V., P.O. Box 40, 2678 ZG, De Lier, The Netherlands,
tel: (++) 31 174 532300, fax: (++) 31 174 518243, e-mail: export@rijkzwaan.nl

The variety descriptions, sowing and harvesting dates and growing advice in our catalogues, leaflets and letters have been composed in good faith
and as precisely as possible, based on the experiences in trials and practice. However, final results of a crop depend on various conditions such as
local conditions. Rijk Zwaan can not, under any circumstances, be held responsible for the results of the crop of any customer.



