
A-STAR MUSIC
Educational products and accessories are our 
passion at A-Star Music. With our huge range of 
handheld percussion and early years products, 
our mission is to bring affordable entertainment 
to classrooms, workshops and households.

Cabasa

How to Play Did you Know?

A-Star Guiro Family

Hold the stem of the cabasa in 
your non-dominant hand firmly.

The cabasa originates from Africa and was 
called the agbe. It is also know as the afuche. 

It is a relation to the shekere, which is a West 
African beaded percussion instrument. 

Radiohead used the cabasa in their 1997 
song “Paranoid Android”.
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Grip round the beaded band 
with your dominant hand, and 
twist the handle back and forth 
to create a scraping sound.

You can also use the cabasa 
as a shaker, extending and 
retracting your dominant arm 
whilst holding the instrument.
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