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meet the brave contributors

PROSE: ALLYSON ARMISTEAD earned her MFA at George Mason University 
where she was the recipient of a Mary Roberts Rinehart award. She was listed in 
Narrative Magazine as one of 30 Under 30 exceptional emerging authors, and her 
short fiction has appeared in Coal City Review, Narrative Magazine, Bellingham 
Review, Redux, Buried Letter Press, Citron Review, among others. Her short story 
“Oasis” was awarded Ruminate's 2011 Short Story Prize prize by judge Leif Enger. 
She resides in the Washington, DC metro with her husband, daughter, and animal 
menagerie where she is completing a novel, Radius.

VISUAL ART: MICHELLE ARNOLD PAINE  is a contemporary painter. Her 
subjects—landscape, figure, and architecture—are about the spirit of space, and 
how we converse with the places which are a part of our lives. She holds a BA 
from Gordon College, a Post-Baccalaureate Certificate from the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and an MFA from University of New Hampshire. 
Michelle recently relocated from the Boston area to Ohio. In addition to numerous 
private collections across the U.S., her paintings can be found in the collection of 
the Valparaiso University Chapel, Rivier University, and Gordon College. 

PROSE: SAMUEL J ADAMS  is an MFA candidate in fiction at Bowling Green 
State University. His stories appear in Spork, Diagram, BULL, Moon City Review, 
Beecher's, and other journals. His story "Armando" appeared in Ruminate's Issue 
No. 47. He was born in Tokyo, Japan, and grew up in northern California. 

POETRY: MAGGIE BLAKE BAILEY 's full-length poetry collection, Visitation, 
is forthcoming from Tinderbox editions. Her poems have been published or 
forthcoming in The Southern Poetry Anthology, Volume V: Georgia, Tar River, 
Slipstream, and elsewhere. She is working toward an MFA at Sewanee, the 
University of the South and teaches high school English in Atlanta, Georgia.

POETRY: LEVI ANDALOU 's work has appeared or is forthcoming in Spillway, 
Lake Effect, BOMB, Pembroke Magazine, and Tampa Review. The poetry editor 
of Black Warrior Review, J. Taylor Boyd, has said of his work: “These poems are 
surprising, and their linguistic turns reinvigorate the prose poem.” He graduated 
from Brown University, where he studied under C.D. Wright, Michael S. Harper, 
and Ange Mlinko. He lives in the San Francisco Bay Area. Contact him or read 
more work at LeviAndalou.com.
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PROSE: ANNE BOYLE  is a campus minister at the University of Portland. A 
Midwesterner at heart, she arrived in Portland after receiving her Master of 
Theological Studies in systematic theology from the University of Notre Dame. 
In writing and in conversation, she is eager to explore the intersection of the 
sacred and the ordinary, and she is enormously grateful to witness the wisdom 
and creativity of college students each day. Her essay, "The Seven Stages of Not 
Eating" appeared in Ruminate's Issue No. 43. 

PROSE: DOUG CORNETT  is a writer and teacher living in Portland, Oregon. He 
was the recipient of Ruminate's 2015 Short Story Prize for his story "Maybelline 
in the Tower," which appeared in Issue  No. 37, and his story "Ballad of Rotor 
Ken" appeared in Issue 46. His debut middle grade mystery, Finally, Something 
Mysterious, will be published by Knopf Books for Young Readers in Spring 2020.  
He enjoys ping-pong, solving mysteries, and hanging out with his wife and son.

POETRY: CHAUN BALLARD  lives in Alaska, but he spent the last eight years in the 
Middle East and West Africa where he taught English in local area schools. His 
chapbook, Flight, is the winner of the 2018 Sunken Garden Poetry Prize (Tupelo 
Press). His poems have appeared in Columbia Poetry Review, Frontier Poetry, 
Pittsburgh Poetry Review, Rattle, and other literary magazines. His poetry has 
been nominated for both Best of the Net and a Pushcart Prize. 

PROSE: LAUREL DOWSWELL  writes and lives in Atlanta. Her body of work 
consists of a "family-style dinner table" of essays, literary news round-ups, short 
fiction, and a newly-completed novel. Her short story, "I Am the Eggman," was 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize, and she is the features editor at Change Seven 
literary journal. A voracious learner and reader, her degrees and certs include 
a BA in psychology, AAS in wildlife, copywriting, investigative journalism, and 
numerous diverse nonfiction and fiction learning escapades including Wildacres 
Writing Workshop. 

POETRY: THOM CARAWAY  is the author of three collections of poetry, most 
recently What the Sky Lacks, from Korrectiv Press, and his work has appeared in 
Ascent, Sugar House Review, North Dakota Quarterly, Relief, and Ruminate. He 
teaches editing, book design, and writing at Whitworth University in Spokane, 
WA. He serves as the editor of Rock & Sling, a journal of witness, the publisher of 
Sage Hill Press, and is also the founder of Millwood Print Works, a community-
based letterpress and screen-print shop.

POETRY: KRISTIN BUSSARD  is a Chicago native who moved to Fort Collins, 
Colorado, to attend Colorado State University. She received a bachelor’s degree in 
creative writing with a business minor. She began interning for Ruminate in 2014 
and served as managing editor from 2015-2018. Kristin lives happily with her 
husband in a small apartment in old town, Fort Collins.



POETRY: MELODY S. GEE  is the author of The Dead in Daylight (Cooper Dillon 
Books, 2016) and Each Crumbing House (Perugia Press, 2010). She is a freelance 
writer and editor living in St. Louis, Missouri, mom of two girls, and fledgling 
Catholic convert.

POETRY: CHARITY GINGERICH  is from Uniontown, Ohio, and teaches literature 
and creative writing at the University of Mount Union. She taught writing at 
West Virginia University from 2008-2014, where she also obtained her MFA. Her 
poetry has appeared in The Kenyon Review, Arts & Letters, Ruminate, and FIELD, 
among other journals, and her first full-length collection of poetry, After June, 
is forthcoming from Green Writers Press in 2019. She was a 2016 Tennessee 
Williams Scholar in poetry at the Sewanee Writer’s Conference. When not writing 
and teaching, she sings with various choral groups.

POETRY: KATE GASKIN  is the author of Forever War (YesYes Books 2020), 
which won the Pamet River Prize. Her poems have appeared or are forthcoming 
in Guernica, Pleiades, The Southern Review, and Blackbird among others. She 
is a recipient of a Tennessee Williams Scholarship to the Sewanee Writers’ 
Conference, as well as the winner of The Pinch’s 2017 Literary Award in Poetry. 
She lives in Omaha, Nebraska.

VISUAL ART: KEIRA HAVENS  started painting once she found herself sitting with 
questions that words couldn't quite answer. She used the paint to answer ques-
tions about who she was now, what was next, and the ending of things. Her first 
two pieces, "La Cavalera" and "Self-Portrait" were shown at Challenge America's 
inaugural National Exhibit of Veteran Art. She loves the tiny precise details of in-
dividual snowflakes and the big quiet thing that is a snowstorm and tries to get her 
art to capture both at once. Keira sits on the Board of Directors for Ruminate.

POETRY: KRISTIN GEORGE BAGDANOV  is the poetry editor of Ruminate 
Magazine. She earned her MFA in poetry from Colorado State University and 
is currently a PhD candidate in English Literature at U.C. Davis. Her poems 
have recently appeared in or are forthcoming from Boston Review, Colorado 
Review, Denver Quarterly, Puerto Del Sol, and other journals. Her first full-length 
collection of poetry, Fossils in the Making, is forthcoming from Black Ocean in 
2019. Follow her on Twitter at @KristinGeorgeB or kristingeorgebagdanov.com

POETRY: JEN STEWART FUESTON 's poems have been published in a variety of 
anthologies and journals, including the St. Katherine Review, The Windover, 
and Whale Road Review. Her first chapbook, Visitations, was published in 
2015. She has taught writing at the University of Colorado, Boulder, as well 
as internationally in Hungary, Turkey, and Lithuania. Jen lives in Longmont, 
Colorado, and keeps busy chasing her two young sons, cohosting a podcast, 
pitching pop-culture articles and working on a couple new chapbooks.



POETRY: CLEMONCE HEARD  is a New Orleans native, 2018 Tulsa Artist Fellow and 
recent Oklahoma State University creative writing graduate. His work has appeared 
in Obsidian Magazine, Naugatuck Review, and Four Way Review, among others, and 
is forthcoming in Saranac Review, Connecticut Review, and Opossum. He worked 
for over seven years as a line cook, and is interested in food apartheid (Karen Wash-
ington), specifically in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where he resides.

POETRY: RACHEL KING 's short fiction has appeared in One Story, Flyway, the Muse-
um of Americana, Lunch Ticket, the Concho River Review, the Farallon Review, and 
Ashland Creek Press’ Among Animals 2 anthology, and has been nominated for a 
Pushcart Prize and Best of the Net. Her poetry chapbook Between Work and Light is 
available through Dancing Girl Press. She copyedits fiction and nonfiction for West 
Virginia University Press, Melville House, Counterpoint, and elsewhere, and is the 
managing editor at Ruminate Magazine. She lives in her hometown of Portland, OR.

POETRY: MATTHEW LANDRUM  lives in Detroit where he enjoys exploring new 
neighborhoods. He reverse-commutes to the suburbs where he teaches English and 
music at a private school for students with Asperger’s syndrome and other social 
differences. His translation of the book Are There Copper Pipes in Heaven? from 
Faroese poet Katrin Ottarsdóttir will appear in 2019 with The Operating System.

PROSE: MONICA JIMINEZ  is a writer and magazine editor at Tufts University, 
an award-winning freelance reporter in Greater Boston, an aspiring playwright, 
and a fiction / popular fiction writing MFA candidate at Stonecoast. Her work 
has appeared in the Stonecoast Review and her story "The Curse" appeared in 
Ruminate's Issue No. 44. She likes teaching piano, hanging out with her local 
Tibetan Buddhist lama, and standing in line.

POETRY: HANNAH KROONBLAWD  is a PhD student at Illinois State University, 
where she teaches creative writing and works in the Publications Unit. When off 
campus, she can be found watering her peace lily and watching Chinese rom-coms. 
A graduate of the MFA program at Oregon State University, her work can be found 
in Prairie Schooner, Blue Earth Review, BOAAT, and Sycamore Review, among 
others. 

PROSE: CATHERINE HERVEY  has an MFA from the Sewanee School of Letters. 
She has written for Books and Culture and The Curator and she is a regular blog 
columnist for the Ruminate blog. 



POETRY: KEVIN MCLELLAN  is the author of Hemispheres (Fact-Simile Editions, 
forthcoming), Ornitheology (The Word Works), [box] (Letter [r] Press), Tributary 
(Barrow Street), and Round Trip (Seven Kitchens). He won Gival Press’s Oscar 
Wilde Award and the Third Coast Poetry Prize, and his writing appears in numerous 
journals. Kevin lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

VISUAL ART: Drawn to the stories and histories that tie one individual to another, 
CAROLYN MOUNT  reveals the interconnectedness that shapes our world. Utilizing a 
variety of tools and mediums including drawing, printmaking, ceramics, textiles, or 
relational means of expression, Mount gives material form to our social or personal 
experiences. Carolyn Mount has had solo shows at artist-run centres across Canada 
and has exhibited in numerous group shows internationally. She completed her MFA 
from the University of Manitoba and currently resides in northwestern Ontario. She 
is the visual art editor for Ruminate. 

POETRY: CARLY JOY MILLER  is the author of Ceremonial (Orison Books, 2018), 
selected by Carl Phillips as the winner of the 2017 Orison Prize for Poetry, and the 
chapbook Like a Beast (Anhinga Press, 2017), winner of the 2016 Rick Campbell 
Prize. Her work has appeared in The Adroit Journal, Blackbird, Boston Review, 
Gulf Coast, West Branch and elsewhere. She is a contributing editor for Poetry 
International, the co-director of the Adroit Journal Summer Mentorship Program 
and a founding editor of Locked Horn Press.

VISUAL ART: TRINH MAI  is a California-based artist whose work ranges from 
her first love of oil on canvas to installations built from natural materials. She 
has continued exhibiting nationally, with works in public and private collections 
internationally. Her artwork is driven by the human experience, evoking personal, 
familial, and spiritual dialogues in creating new narratives. Recognizing the role 
of art to educate and heal, Trinh has been invited to present her work at renowned 
institutions, including Stanford University, Harvard University, and the Smithsonian 
Asian Pacific American Center. 

PROSE: JOSH MACIVOR-ANDERSEN  is the author of the memoir On Heights 
& Hunger and editor of Rooted, The Best New Arboreal Nonfiction. His essays, 
reviews, and reportage has appeared in The Guardian, Normal School, Gulf 
Coast, Paris Review Daily, Fourth Genre, Arts and Letters, Sojourners, National 
Geographic/Glimpse, and The Northwest Review, among others. He currently 
nurtures Marquette’s creative economy through his efforts with Evolve Marquette, a 
subcommittee of the Chamber of Commerce working to build a thriving new economy 
fueled by collaboration, ingenuity, and creativity. He is the notes editor for Ruminate. 

PROSE: RAVEN LEILANI  is a fiction writer and a poet with a background in editing/
publishing. Her work appears in Granta, New England Review, Florida Review, and 
Smokelong Quarterly, among others. She is a recipient of the Bat City Review Short 
Story Prize, New Delta Review's Matt Clark Prize, Blue Earth Review's Short Fiction 
Prize, and Narrative Magazine's Annual Poetry Prize. She lives in NYC and is pursu-
ing an MFA at NYU. She is the fiction editor for Ruminate. 



PROSE: ALEX MOUW  lives with his wife in Holland, Michigan. His poetry and essays 
appear or is forthcoming in Southern Indiana Review, Colorado Review, Ruminate 
("The Pain" from Issue No. 47), and other journals, and he is currently at work on a 
series of essays.

VISUAL ART: LESLIE PEARSON  is a multimedia artist who utilizes fiber based 
materials and techniques to create sculptures, installations, encaustic paintings, and 
handmade books in which she explores themes of memory and identity. She pursues 
art as a studio artist, community arts advocate, and educator. She has an MA in 
museum studies at Newcastle University in England and an MFA in textile design at 
East Carolina University’s School of Art and Design in Greenville, North Carolina. 
Pearson has taught at various colleges and universities and exhibits her work 
nationally and internationally.

POETRY: MELISSA REESER POULIN  is a poet and writer. She is the author of the 
chapbook Rupture, Light (Finishing Line Press, January 2019), and co-editor of 
Winged: New Writing on Bees (Poulin Publishing, 2014). Her most recent poems 
and essays appear in Coffee + Crumbs, Hip Mama, Relief Journal, Ruminate, and 
Writers Resist. She lives in Portland, Oregon. melissareeserpoulin.com

POETRY: SHANN RAY 's work has appeared in Poetry, Esquire, Narrative, Montana 
Quarterly, and Salon. Winner of the American Book Award, he has served as a 
National Endowment for the Arts creative writing fellow and is the author of 
American Masculine, American Copper, and Balefire. Because of his wife and three 
daughters he believes in love.

VISUAL ART:  New Mexico formed MARILYN ROBINSON 's early appreciation 
for art and a love of intense colors magnified by brilliant sunlight.  She studied 
at Northeast Louisiana University followed by training at Colorado Institute of 
Art.  Her career has focused on graphic design and illustration, with an emphasis 
on textile design and later on visual display and exhibit design. Currently she 
immerses her time and talent into painting, preferring acrylic abstraction. Marilyn 
sits on the Board of Directors for Ruminate.

POETRY: CHARNELL PETERS  is the author of the poetry chapbook Un-becoming 
(Thirty West Publishing House). Her work has appeared in Hippocampus, Crab 
Creek Review, Apogee, Puerto Del Sol’s Black Voices Series, and elsewhere. A 
native Hoosier, Charnell is the blog editor for Ruminate Magazine. 



PROSE: KAROLINE STRICKLAND lives with her husband and two young daughters 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, where she has lived since she was six years old. She 
has spent tens of thousands of hours in tiny practice rooms in front of a piano. She 
accidentally studied both music and English in college. Her story "Angel of Ashley 
Place" appeared in Ruminate's Issue No. 42. 

VISUAL ART: NATALIE SALMINEN RUDE serves her vocation as a visual artist and 
poet by interweaving beauty, justice, and wonder into each work. She paints primar-
ily in oils and encaustic and poetry and text also play a vital role in her practice. She 
maintains a brick and mortar studio and showroom, Studio Haiku, in Duluth. Natalie 
teaches encaustic workshops both locally and internationally, exhibits, and facilitates 
discussions on spirituality and what it means to live as an artist within the context of 
commitment, family, and the humble rhythms of life. She lives with her husband and 
three children on the shores of Lake Superior. More at nataliesalminen.com.

POETRY: BRIANNA VAN DYKE  is the founder and editor-in-chief of Ruminate. 
She earned her MA in literature from Colorado State University and lives in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, with her husband and their two children. In addition to tending to 
Ruminate and writing the quarterly editor's note for Ruminate, she enjoys leading 
retreats and taking retreats, too.

PROSE: MADISON SALTERS is an award-winning writer and journalist whose work 
is featured in HuffPo, UN Press, TripAdvisor World, UNTITLED Magazine, Armstrong 
Literary, Flash Fiction Daily, and Wanderlust, among others. She is nonfiction editor 
at Ruminate, editor-in-chief at The Toolbox, and fiction editor at Ragazine.CC. Honors 
include: named "Wunderkind" by Westchester Magazine, Innovator of the Year by UCL 
and SOAS, and UN Ambassador of Cross-Cultural Dialogue. Recently, she was named 
an Uncomfortable Revolution writing fellow, translated the documentary Queer Japan, 
and her first play was produced in Paris. She is a JOLT Storytelling speaker.

POETRY: TANIA RUNYAN  is the author of the poetry collections What Will Soon Take 
Place, Second Sky, A Thousand Vessels, Simple Weight, and Delicious Air, which was 
awarded Book of the Year by the Conference on Christianity and Literature in 2007. 
Her guides How to Read a Poem, How to Write a Poem, and How to Write a College Ap-
plication Essay are used in classrooms across the country. Her poems have appeared 
in Poetry, Image, Harvard Divinity Bulletin, The Christian Century, and Saint Kather-
ine Review, among others. Tania was awarded an NEA Literature Fellowship in 2011.



POETRY: JESSICA YUAN  is a Kundiman fellow and Best of the Net nominee, and 
her poems are published or forthcoming in jubilat, Boulevard, Ninth Letter Online, 
American Chordata, Zone 3, and others. Jessica currently lives in Boston, where she 
is a graduate student studying architecture at Harvard.

POETRY: MARK WAGENAAR is the author of three award-winning poetry collections, 
including the Saltman Prize-winning Southern Tongues Leave Us Shining, just 
released from Red Hen Press. His fiction and poetry appear widely, including the 
New Yorker, Tin House, the Southern Review, Gulf Coast, the Cincinnati Review, and 
River Styx, among others. He is an assistant professor at Valparaiso University.

POETRY: AMANDA WILLIAMS  holds an MFA from Hollins University where she 
was the recipient of a Jackson Fellowship. Her chapbook, Little Human Relics, was 
published in 2016 by Unsolicited Press. She is the recipient of the Gertrude Claytor 
Prize in Poetry from the Academy of American Poets, and her poems appear in The 
American Journal of Poetry, Flock, The Sycamore Review, Sugar House Review, 
Silver Birch Press, and Poets.org, among others. Her essays have appeared in 
AAAA Magazine and The Morning News, and she sits on the Board of Directors for 
Ruminate. She lives in St. Louis with her husband Chris and their Frenchie, Gaston. 

POETRY: DANIELLE WEEKS is a writer and childcare worker living in Spokane, 
WA. She received her MFA in poetry through Eastern Washington University’s 
creative writing program. Her poetry has been published or is forthcoming in Bayou 
Magazine, Salt Hill Journal, Sugar House Review, and Zone 3, among others, and her 
poem “Human Uses” was chosen as the winner of Atticus Review’s annual poetry 
contest in 2018. She's always on the lookout for a good book about cephalopods.

PROSE: JASON VILLEMEZ  is a writer based in Philadelphia, PA. His short fiction 
has appeared or is forthcoming in Post Road, Cosmonauts Avenue, and Foglifter. 
His nonfiction has appeared in local LGBT publications across the country 
including the Philadelphia Gay News, Windy City Times, and Bay Area Reporter. 
He received an MFA in creative writing from Boston University and has taught at 
BU and the Boston Arts Academy. His story "Coda" won Ruminate's 2018 William 
Van Dyke Short Story Prize. 
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JOIN OUR 50 HOURS OF RUMINATE 

HAPPENINGS—A CELEBRATION OF OUR 

50TH ISSUE AND OF THE BEAUTY AND 

TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF 

 SPONTANEOUS POETRY, ART, AND STORY 

CREATED FOR AND WITH THE PUBLIC. 


