
 
 

A Journey with the Father 

St. Luke 15 

 

Intro…. the practicality of a parable 

   Popular scripture that most bibles subject the prodigal son 

   There is also something to be said about the religious son 

   There is also something to be gained from the audience spoken to 

   But…. I want to focus on the Father. 

 

I. Fathers should have something to give back vs. 11-12 

A certain man had two sons:  and the younger of them said to his father, “father, give me the 

portion of goods that falleth to me”, and he divided unto them his living. 

A. Parents are to lay up for their children not children for the parents…2Cor 12:14 

B. Jewish custom… 1st born gets 2/3 and the other gets 1/3 

 

II. Fathers must be prepared for shattered dreams. vs. 13a 

And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a 

far country…. 

A. You know what is best, but they think they know better than you 

B. A breakdown in plans 

C. Your child has other ideas 

 

III. Fathers sometimes have to long suffer. vs 13b, and 14b 

….and there wasted his substance with riotous living…..and he began to be in want.         

A. It hurts to see you child hurting themselves 

B. It’s painful to know that it did not have to be 

C. For whatever reason it is meant for us to feel the pain!...of what our offspring, our seed 

put us through 

 

IV. Fathers must be prepared for restoration – 20a 

And he arose, and came to his father.  But when he was a great ways off his father SAW 

him…. 

Hopeful… and understand God is yet working 

A. Avoids bitterness….. a heart of compassion removes bitterness 

B. Don’t be too quick to chase after them when they wanna leave…. But at the same token 

don’t be too proud to not run for them, when they wanna come home! 

 

V. Fathers must not be afraid to show emotion – 20c 

…. And he fell on his neck and kissed him! 

A. Kissed him…. Removes any sense of rejection, and confirms acceptance  

B. Blessed him… best robe, ring, and shoes 

 

VI. Fathers must use the heavenly father as their example 

 


