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SPRING
is IN
Our second act.  
KONFEKT is a new magazine from the  
makers of MONOCLE devoted to refined living
— ISSUE TWO —
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DESIGN  MOVE R S AN D S HAK E R S   Global

FAM I LY VALU E S

LOMM 
EDITIONS
Though they are thick as thieves, it was 
only very recently that the Paris-based 
interior designer Léonie Alma Mason 
realised that her maternal grandmother, 
the nonagenarian Toulouse-based sculptor 
Odile Mir, had designed an entire furniture 
collection. In Mir’s archives at her home 
workshop, the pair uncovered some 40 
designs she created in the early 1970s for the 
iconic Prisunic catalogue, now Monoprix. 
The revelation led to the creation of Lomm 
Editions, a cross-generational furniture line 
from the two women that resurrects this 
chapter of Mir’s past. Out in May, the first 
release includes a lamp, a magazine holder, 
a lounge chair and an ottoman – all cast in 
chrome and leather with clean lines in step 
with contemporary tastes.  alc

How did the project materialise? 
My grandmother didn’t tell me about this 
moment of her career until three years ago, 
but she came across some lounge chairs in a 
hairdresser in Toulouse that the hairdresser 
wanted to get rid of as they were old. We 
looked through her archives and found 
documents, pictures, and even prototypes 
under a tonne of boxes. It was almost like 
being an archaeologist. 

How do you collaborate together? 
Odile is 94 and in great shape, so she is very 
involved. We chose the name together and it 
is a combination of our initials. We also like 
it because it sounds like l’homme (man) in 
French, while we are two very independent 
women. Odile then drew the logo of the 
brand on this special iPad she uses. 
Together, we decided on the four main 
pieces because they are like a family: they 
can sit together but they also work 

P ROF I LE

Fabien Cappello

French designer Fabien 
Cappello has lived in 
Mexico since 2016, creating 
everything from woven 
loungers for Mexa Design 
to custom furniture for the 
Archivo Library. Today he 
keeps a small studio in 
Mexico City but has moved 
to Guadalajara for its rich 
heritage of craft and 
manufacturing. 

“In the 1950s and 1960s 
it became a big production 
centre for the American 
market,” says Cappello. 
“And the possibilities for 
manufacturing here are 
still really impressive. 
Even before I moved to 
Guadalajara, I came here 
to produce my work.” 

His new home has 
inspired his latest work: 
a collection of plates for 
Swedish brand Hem. Made 
from brightly coloured 
layers of glass that are 
fused together, Cappello 
uses offcuts to create 
random patterns on the 
surface. The technique can 
be spotted around town, 
where broken tiles are 
repurposed to create 
terrazzo-style flooring. 
“Resourcefulness has 
always been important to 
me,” says Cappello. “Living 
in Mexico has helped me 
discover alternative 
ways of applying that 
to my work.”  hu 
fabiencappello.com

Creative 
solutions
Whether taking reverent inspiration from icons past or looking 
fearlessly to the future (or an imaginative blending of the two) 
the world of design is ever-changing. Here are some of the most 
exciting openings and thinkers in the world today.

TH E F I N N I S H LI N E

IITTALA
Japan has been big on Finland for decades, 
enthusing over everything from Marimekko 
to The Moomins. The love affair continues 
in the upmarket Tokyo neighbourhood of 
Aoyama, where Finnish homeware brand 
Iittala has just opened a café and flagship 
designed by top Japanese architect Kengo 
Kuma. “Our aim with the store was to create 
a Nordic lifestyle experience and the 
interior plays an important part in that,”  
says Carolina Bade, Iittala’s vice-president of 
business and offerings, over the line from 
Helsinki. “Mr Kuma’s way of using natural 
materials and his appreciation for 
craftsmanship resonate with Iittala’s values.” 

Kuma devised a strong concept: “We 
wanted to create a Nordic forest in the heart 
of Tokyo,” he says. Glass pendant lamps 
were painstakingly crafted at Iittala’s factory 
in Finland. Sustainability is a high priority 
for Iittala and Kuma used a new material 

throughout that has the look and texture  
of cement but is made in part from recycled 
coffee beans. Alongside his own designs, 
wooden chairs and stools come from 
eco-minded Finnish furniture maker Nikari. 
“I felt their design went well with the 
building and our philosophy,” says Kuma. 
The design provides a soothingly neutral 
backdrop for Iittala’s glassware, ceramics 
and ornamental pieces by some of the 
biggest names in Finnish design, including 
Alvar Aalto and Tapio Wirkkala. There are 
some Japan exclusives too, including a  
new colour – linen –- for Kaj Franck’s  
classic Teema tableware (first created  
in 1952). 

The brand’s first pieces were made  
in the village of Iittala in south Finland  
in 1881 and it has been in the Japanese 
market since the 1950s. This new outpost 
gives shoppers something fresh and there 
will be culture and lifestyle workshops for 
those who want to delve deeper. The café – 
a first for Iittala – has a menu of Finnish 
favourites: karjalanpiirakka (pies made with 
rye pastry, porridge rice and egg) and 
laskiaispulla buns filled with cream and jam, 
as well as salmon soup, salads and organic 
berry juices. “We’re excited to try something 
new,” says Bade. “Japan is a key market for 
us, alongside our home markets in 
Scandinavia. We’re looking forward to 
seeing how Iittala fans – and new customers 
– receive the store.”   fw

iittala.jp

separately. They’ll be produced as a series 
but we also want to keep the spirit of 
accessibility. We will release other pieces that 
will be more sculptural and emblematic. 

What were the characteristics of Odile’s 
designs from this era?
She used the same materials for her artwork 
(such as steel). This was her savoir-faire. She 
worked from a lighting factory in the south 
of France where she could do whatever she 
wanted. When I found out about these 
pieces, I felt they were suited to today’s taste. 
It is timeless design.

How has Odile influenced you? 
She has always been very free and 
independent, which has always inspired me. 
I would visit her with my sister often, and we 
would all create things together. My sense of 
imagination comes from her. 
lam-studio.com


