
conversation as ‘The Boss’, bought the
place for Ir£5,000 in 1961 after
cashing in on two prized greyhounds.

Horses and dogs have been in the
Nallen family since the 1960s and,
with a business to promote, the

Minella name was carried by Hotel
Minella, Minella Man and Minella
Lad, who won many races in the
1990s and provided the family with a
lot of fun.

Nallen is clearly not short of a few

quid but, as he says himself, owning
horses is a “rich man’s game”, which
is why over the past three decades he
began trading the best of his stock.

“The figures are scary – there are
huge losses and huge gains to be

made,” he says. “Those boys in
Wexford [Colin Bowe and the Doyles,
who invest heavily at the store sales
every year], they are some men. One
proper horse has to carry seven or
eight of them because half of them
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will be write-offs. You need the
numbers.”

There’s an art to picking out a Gold
Cup and a Grand National winner as
foals, but Nallen struggles to explain
his gift.

“It’s not an exact science and, if it
was, they’d all end up in the one
place,” he says. “They need good
bone and they have to have presence.
I look at all the foals the night before
the sale, every single one of them,
and the good ones just jump into your
arms.

“I remember looking at Indo in his
stable the night before and saying, ‘If
you pull out straight in the morning,
you’ll do for me.’

“It was the same with Times. You’ll
see the nice ones. They stick out.
There’s no set method. Some of them
are turned out and others are turned
in.

“The old-timers would be big on
hocks and if anything had a curb or
anything like that it would be a big
no-no. But plenty of horses with
curbs win races. You go to any of
those big yards, horses come in every
different shape and size. Nice step
and a good walk is important all right
– if they can’t walk they can’t gallop.
The head is a big one as well. If a foal
is too pretty they’ll always be too
small. They need a big head and a big
ear to grow into. I like them a bit raw
to look at.”

Nallen marches to the beat of his
own drum and, with Minella Indo,
Minella Crooner and Minella
Cocooner to look forward to at this
year’s Cheltenham Festival, he could
make quite the racket again.

A morning spent in his company
and there’s no doubting who the real
Santa Claus is. Nobody delivers the
goods quite like this man.

‘I look at all the foals
the night before the
sale, every single one
of them, and the good
ones just jump into
your arms’
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