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For Wettlaufer, art and adventuring are inseparable. Born 
and raised in Stratford, Ontario (which she describes as a 
small community with a stimulating mix of theatre and farm 
folk), she graduated from the Ontario College of Art and 
then moved to Vancouver, where she worked as an art di-
rector for outdoor apparel company StormTech. She spent 
her weekdays in the office and her weekends out in the back 
country with her truck, kayak and sketchbook. Eventually, 
she realized she needed to spend more time painting and 
adventuring and less time in an office, and decided to move 
to a place where this would be possible. 

After a stint in Inuvik, she landed on Haida Gwaii in 2006 
and immediately embraced the islands’ art community and 
natural beauty. 

Haida Gwaii has a turbulent energy she finds invigorating. 
“It’s a big place, and it demands big art,” she said. “Here, 
nature is always reaching out and touching you.” 

When she’s not painting, Wettlaufer works as a para-
medic and volunteers with the Canadian Rang-
ers. She takes advantage of every opportunity 
to get out on the land, hiking and camping with 
others, and her expeditions to places like Nee Kun Rose Spit,  
K’aa K’aana Gwaay.yaay Battle Island, and SGang Gwaay 
have all been turned into paintings.

Wettlaufer’s original artworks and prints are available at The 
Ground Gallery and Coffeehouse in Gaw, the Chown River 
Gallery on Tow Hill Road and Gin Kuyaas Haida Art Studio 
in Gaw Old Massett. This summer, she will be featured as 
an artist of the week at the Haida Heritage Centre at Kay 
Llnagaay in HlGaagilda Skidegate. She welcomes visitors to 
her studio by appointment – contact her through her web-
site at maryannewettlaufer.com, or call/text her at 250-626-
7555.  m

A BIGgER PICTUre
Maryanne Wettlaufer’s Gaw Masset studio is filled with light and colour. Large canvases saturated with exuberant 

shades of blue and green are hanging from the rafters, leaning against the walls, and lining the hallway. These 
latest oil paintings form a series she calls Haida Gwaii – A Painted Journey, inspired by her adventures on the land 
and ocean here.

http://maryannewettlaufer.com

