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Sircol™ 
Soluble Collagen 

Assay 

 The Sircol Assay has been designed for research work only. 
Handle the Sircol Assay using Good Laboratory Practice. 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
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General Assay Protocol 
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What is Sircol?
   

 

 
N  

What Sircol assay should I choose?
    S1000 Sircol Soluble Collagen assay     

 

S2000 Sircol Insoluble Collagen assay  
 

S4000 Sircol combination pack  
 

How does the assay work?
 

 
 

 

How does the Sircol dye bind collagen?
 

 
 
 

   
4  

Sample Material for Soluble Collagen Analysis
  

in vivo  

in vitro  
 
̀  
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Assay Kit Components 

. Acid Neutralising Reagent - contains TRIS-HCl and NaOH.

. Collagen Isolation & Concentration Reagent - contains polyethylene glycol

7. 1.5ml microcentrifuge tubes - for dye-labelling reaction

in a TRIS-HCl buffer, pH 7.6.

Components required for sample preparation - not supplied 

8. Acetic acid, 0.5 M, store and use at 40C.

9. Pepsin is required that produces a clear transparent solution with effective
non-collagen protease activity at 40C.  (Recommended - Sigma-Aldrich Pepsin, 
E.C. 3.4.23.1 Product Code: P7012.  Prepare to a concentration of 0.1mg/ml in
0.5M acetic acid).

10. Optional: Low-protein-binding microcentrifuge tubes (1.5ml).
For in-vitro samples with serum supplemented cell culture medium a low
protein binding microcentrifuge tube is recommended.  This is due to albumin
from blood serum forming an insoluble film on the inside surface of most
plastic microcentrifuge tubes, to which many dyes, including Sircol are
absorbed.(Eppendorf produce a suitable low protein binding product; these
Protein LoBind Tubes are also available from Sigma-Aldrich, Product Code:
EP0030108116-100EA .

1. Dye Reagent contains Sirius Red, picric acid and surfactants. his has been
formulated for specific binding to collagen under the conditions defined in the
Sircol  Manual.

2. Alkali Reagent contains 0.5M sodium hydroxide and is used to release Sircol
dye from the collagen-dye complex.

3. Reference Standard - a sterile solution of cold acid-soluble collagen Type I,
in 0.5M acetic acid within a sealed vial.  (This is bovine skin collagen imported
from the USA. In countries that forbid the importation of bovine derived
material a rat collagen standard is also available, Product Code S1111).
Concentration: 500 µg /ml for bovine and rat collagen.
Store at 40C, remove aliquots using a sterile needle and discard if the clear
solution becomes turbid.

4. Acid-Salt Wash Reagent (Concentrate) - contains acetic acid, sodium
chloride and surfactants. The contents of the vial must FIRST be diluted to
a final volume of 100ml using deionised water.



SAMPLE PREPARATION PRIOR TO ASSAY 

Test Material Requirements for Compatibility with the Sircol Assay 

 'General Protocol'

Cell Culture Samples (in vitro) 

Sample - .  
/ Collagen Isolation & Concentration

4
 

Sample - .  
Isolation & Concentration

 Acid-Pepsin Extraction 4
 

Tissue Samples (in vivo) 

Sample - / . Acid-Pepsin Extraction 
procedure 4 4
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COLLAGEN EXTRACTION USING COLD ACID-PEPSIN PROTOCOL 

4
'

Acid Pepsin digest protocol 

1. /

2.  For
example, if the sample weighs 10mg, add 100 or 200 µl acid-pepsin solution.

3. 4

4. 3000 x g

5.
Supernatant may be frozen (-20°C) at this stage.

        
 4 P7012      
   

Digestion of In-vitro samples: 

4

See examples on p6.

Further information for in-vivo derived samples: 

Hard tissues (aorta, cartilages, skin, tendons & valves) 

Soft tissues (muscle, liver, lung etc.) 
‘ ’

    
  

  2 100
Collagen Isolation & 

Concentration Protocol



COLLAGEN ISOLATION & CONCENTRATION PROTOCOL 

Collagen 
Concentration:

Collagen 
Assay:

J J 4 141

Setup : In-vitro samples:

In-vivo samples: clar e
/

(see page 2 
Item 9)

/

 Acid Neutralising Reagent  
±

 te   not re re  for c lt re e  a le

 Isolation & Concentration Reagent
/     

4 4

4

    g  10 

4 Acid-Salt Wash Reagent 

13000 x g 

N N
N N N

'General Protocol'

Washing of 
Collagen 
Precipitate



Possible Applications for Collagen Isolation & Concentration Protocol 

In-vitro samples 

Cell culture medium containing blood serum supplement 

4
/

Collagen Isolation & Concentration Protocol.  
/
 

Extracellular Matrix formed on cell culture treated T-flasks and microwell plates 

/

/

/100
Collagen Isolation & Concentration Protocol 

Duration of Growth 
(hours) 

Confluence Collagen Concentration 
(µg/flask) 

Collagen Concentration 
(µg/ml) 

4 44 4
4 4

4

In-vivo samples 

Cartilage and Tissue samples obtained post-mortem from laboratory animals 
Collagen Isolation & Concentration Protocol. 

Tissue Sample Extraction Method Collagen Concentration 

4 /
4 /
/
/



ASSAY PROTOCOL 

 'General Protocol  (supplied on separate sheet with 
each kit)

Collagen Concentration in Test Samples 

’

±

J



Fig. 1b:  Absorption spectrum of the Sircol Dye in Alkali Reagent. Sirius Red is an 
anionic dye with sulfonic acid side chain groups. These groups react with side chain 
groups of the side chain present in collagen. The affinity of the dye for collagen is due 
to the elongated dye molecules becoming aligned parallel to the long rigid structure of 
native collagen. 

 Fig. 1a:  Molecular structure of Sircol Dye (Sirius Red). 



Fig. 2b:  Collagen Reference Standards, 0 ± 50.0 µg 
using 1000µl of Alkali Reagent to recover the collagen bound dye. 

Fig. 2a:  Collagen Reference Standards, 0 ±  µg 
using µl of Alkali Reagent to recover the collagen bound dye. 
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Collagen Biography: 

Collagen: The Anatomy of a Protein, [1980], J. Woodhead-Galloway, 60 pages. 
Publisher: Edward Arnold, London. 

Collagen in the Physiology and Pathology of Connective Tissue, [1978], 
S. Gay & E.J. Miller, 110 pages.  Publisher: Gustav Fischer Verlas, Stuttgart.

Collagen. Structure and Mechanics, [2008], Editor: P. Fratzl. 
Publisher: Springer, New York. 

Collagen. Primer in Structure, Processing and Assembly (Topics in Current  
Chemistry, Volume 247), [2005], Editors: J. Brinckmann, H. Notbohm & P.K. Muller. Publisher: 
Springer, Berlin. 

Fibrous Proteins: Coiled-Coils, Collagen and Elastomers (Advances in Protein Chemistry, 
Volume 70), [2005], Editors: D.A.D. Parry & J.M. Squire. 
Publisher: Elsevier Academic Press, San Diego. 

Posttranslational Modifications of Proteins (Methods in Molecular Biology,  
Volume 194), [2002], Editor: C. Kannicht. Publisher: Humana Press, New Jersey. 

Extracellular Matrix Protocols, (Methods in Molecular Biology, Volume 139), [2000], 
Editors: C.H. Streuli & M.E. Grant. Publisher: Humana Press, New Jersey. 

Extracellular Matrix, Volume 2, [1996], Editor: W.D. Comper. 
Publisher: Harwood Academic The Netherlands. 

Extracellular Matrix ± A Practical Approach, [1995], Editors: M.A. Haralson & J.R. Hassell. 
Publisher: IRL Press, Oxford. 

The Extracellular Matrix Facts Book, [1994], Editors: Shirley Ayad, R. Boot-Handford, 
M.J. Humphries, K.E. Kadler & A. Shuttleworth. Publisher: Academic Press, London.

Guidebook to the Extracellular Matrix and Adhesion Proteins, [1993], Editors: T. Kreis 
&  R. Vale.  Publisher: Oxford University Press, Oxford. 

Collagen Genes: Extracellular Matrix Genes, [1990], Editors: L.J. Sandell & C.D. Boyd. 
Publisher: Academic Press, New York. 

Collagen: Biochemistry, Biotechnology and Molecular Biology, [1989],  
Editors: B.R. Olsen & M.E. Nimni. Publisher: CRC Press, Boca Raton. 

Structure and Function of Collagen Types, [1987], Editors: R. Mayne & R.E. Burgeson. 
Publisher: Academic Press, Orlando. 

Structural and Contractile Proteins, Part A Extracellular Matrix, (Methods in Enzymology, 
Volume 82), [1982], Editors: L.W. Cunningham & D.W. Frederiksen. 
Publisher: Academic Press, New York. 
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Sircol Soluble Collagen Assay 
General Protocol 

Detection Limit:  1.0 µg/100µl (10µg/ml) 

Time required:   1.5 hours 

Set Up Assay 

Commence Assay 

If sufficient material is available run duplicate samples. 

Prepare: 

Centrifuge      

Test samples 

3 [�J
 

Important:

       

•

•

www.biocolor.co.uk 



Centrifuge

Centrifuge

Washing and Draining 

Release and Recovery of 
Collagen Bound Dye 

Measurement

If sample absorbance values are at the top end of the standard curve the assay 
should be repeated and a set of higher concentration standards (15, 30 and 50µg) 
used, together with 1000µl of alkali reagent rather than 250µl.  The assay is 
completed as above. 

Centrifuge

Centrifuge

www.biocolor.co.uk 
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