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Treasure HUNTING

Interior designers reveal their secrets to finding, displaying and
combining antiques to bring character and interest to schemes

MAX ROLLITT
Interior designer; antiques
dealer & furniture maker

mind, and what do you do
if you can’t find them?
Talways approach a room first
by sketching a furniture layout.
At this point I'm mostly
thinking about how the room
will be used and proportions
of ', but sometimes a
particular stle or shape will
come to mind. This g
my ‘shopping list, as such,
while the res

takes sha

carly 20thcentury copies. The  looking like a museum for a
fecling of age and charm that  caralogue sweep! C

from a p picces or mid
ars old is amazing. A an edge to your interior. Not just

humanity. Antiques were also
designed and made to be

of the scheme  repairable, so they sit naturally
‘m rarcly wedded  within the circular economy;

tary classics give

o anything too speific because  This principle, of making things wonderful term, ‘Hollywood for the sake of it, though; the
the joy of antiques is not that can be repaired, is one that Regency', is applied to furniture  best of every decade survives and
knowing what you'l find - this  I've carried through to the Max in the English style made in the  can be beautiful the dross of
does require time, flexibility,  Rollitt Bespoke range [abovel. Twenties through to the Sixties each decade should be avoided.
and imagination, though. Ie's important to preserve and which can be useable and

wraditional skills and make will good value, French Provincial — Where are your favourite shops
Why s it better to try and find  stand the test of time. GUY GOODFELLOVY  works very wellin English for antiques hunting?

Guinevere on the King's Road

that perfect antique pi country interiors. A spe

rather than a reproduction How do you display an Guy Goodfellow Interiors s feld is Brownrigg in fors extraordinary inspiration.

piece! ing collection? & Awchitectural Design~ Tetbury,and Hugh Leuchars. Road,
There is absolutelya time and a As ou lives evolve, so should While being eminendy suitable,  Julia Boston has glamourous,
place for both, but what's our homes, in order to keep up Can you recommend any it creates an unexpected feel © ;

ddingalitle  Another great resource is The

special about antiques s the particular periods o styles? English interior

anging needs and

story they bring with them; Good, simple Georgian and gamour without pretention.  Decorative Art Fair, Battersea
they've lived a lfe already. Most carly Victorian furniture can be for fun, collectable items, very
often we've only got clues - in gotat any given time - use it, remarkably good value. French  How do you successfully well presented, with a range of
the form of marks, patination or display it, enjoy furniture like Louis XVI chests  mix periods, styles and pricing. The stands are well

old repairs - with which to and then celebrate it of drawers and elegant clbow  contemporary pieces! curated enabling the collector
weave that story, but s one  when you've found the next chairs can abso be affordable,  Itis important to mix sylesand  to get a fecling how cach irem
that will always be rooted in picce of the puzle particularly if you're happy with periods to avoid your home could be used or displayed. )
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SAMANTHA
TODHUNTER
Founder; Samantha
Todhunter Design

Where are your favourite shops
for antiques hunting?
Hitchcox antiques at
Warpsgrove in Chalgrove, a

of warchouses exploding

amazing things; you can
often find an amazing bargain
here and it just fun to wander

through the corrugated iron
hangars through furniture
perilously piled up to the roof.

How do you display a
collection?

A collection by its very nature
always evolving, so if you were
wait until you think if's
you would probably be d
For cxample, I love coll
Fulham pottery and
Spry, and I don't keep th
in the same place - some
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llection is always on show in
one way or another,
displayed as an entire collection

ather than

per se to get the most enjoyment

out of them.

How can one successfully mix
old and new?

1 think that creating a room
that is interesting and la

must be mixed up, otherwise
you end up with a museum/like
interior, which can be
wonderful, but I don’t think
people naturally live that way.
Life throws all sorts of things at

you - your grandmaother's
Georgian foorstool and your
aunt’s 1970s dining table get
mied in with contemporary
picces

- it's part of who we are. Our

and it all works together

approach to this philosophy is
to try not to predictably mix
furniture, so, for example, we
would have an antique cre
console, but sitting underneath
that we would put our leopard
xeframe stool [as abovel. While
you might not think it, it just
works, and it gives the antiques
ance, and the more

nt

rel

contemporary stools gravitas.

What do you do if there is
something specific you need,
but can’t find?

Tt is always hard looking and
finding a very specific item -
Ltry to be open-minded and
not get to fixated on exactly
what Iam looking for.
Having a standout piece in a
room is important, and if it is
not exactly what you were
looking for, it can often st
other, and new, ideas off for
the space. T always think
having a few special antique
pieces adds interest an
character to a space.

Do you collect anything
in particular?

Ttend to buy things that I like
when Isce them and then
store them until the
appropriate project comes up.
1 think building a collection of
things is fun - | have gathered,
over the years, collections of
antique wooden-block hat
moulds, shells, papiermiché
items, Howard & Sons
upholstery, jugs.

How can antiques be
repurposed for modern life?
Toften change the use of a
piece of furniture - antique
kitchen tables, for example, are
often small and with a drawer,
so they work well as desks or
dressing tables. T have often
used large old leather and
wooden trunks as coffee

tables or bedside tables, or
ironwork garden tables in a
bathroom, corner or hallway.
We repurpose large old
candlesticks into lamp bascs.
I's fun looking at things

and seeing how they can be
used differently. B
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Wrought Iron and Bras

Handmade in N

Bed Co.

ALE NOW ON

www.wroughtironandbrassbed.co.uk

0148

542516

Silk Road Rugs

Westway Farm, Bishop Sutton, Chew Valley, Bristol BS39 SXP

silkroad-rugs.co.uk | 01275

319950 | info@silkroad-rugs.co.uk
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