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4.2 Facade Development
Tone and Concept

Preferred Tones 

Facade Development

Initial proposals tested a monolithic 
approach to the facade, utilising a relief 
terracotta panel. Several quick rendered 
detail studies were produced and 
reviewed, drawing on the preferred tones 
from the contextual study work. 

Facade Concept

After review of the initial studies based on 
a monolithic approach, the massing of the 
proposal was further refined to accentuate the 
elegance and unique chamfered plan from.

In response to this, the facade concept was 
developed to utilise a variety of complementary 
tones and finishes, which could be composed to 
further accentuate the dynamism of the form. 

Metalwork was selected as the primary material, 
for its colour, durability and finishing options, as 
well as the reference to the area’s heritage.

The proposal’s visibility from a number of key 
vistas, as well as the lack of a traditional “back” 
to the building lead to studies into a shifting, 
varied composition of tones around the facade. 

Initial concept diagram for a monolithic, gold 
toned approach with a solid dark base

Stacked windows to accentuate verticality Grounding with a solid base Composing a varied facade treatment to give 
variety

Developed Facade ConceptInitial Facade Concept



Existing Context

In the first instance, understanding 
the materiality of the existing buildings 
was key to developing a contextually 
appropriate material choice for M1 
Piccadilly. 

Store Street and its connecting streets 
are comprised of a diverse range of 
architectural styles and materials. This 
contextual facade study reviews six key 
buildings within the proposal’s locality, 
to analyse and learn from these nearby 
buildings. 

Distilling the key tones from each facade 
shows an eclectic mix of tones. A 
common theme amongst the majority 
of the swatches is a predominance of 
warm colours, ranging from warm grey 
to yellow / gold and orange/bronze 
tones. 

Preferred Tones

Reflecting the context as well as the 
client’s aspirations for the proposal to 
have a clear identity with a luxury feel, 
the preferred gold - champagne tones 
are marked with a grey outline. 
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Development of the materiality has been informed by 
Store Street’s heritage as a place of industry.

Foundries  highlighted on a historic 
map from 1893. 

Piccadilly Wharf Site
Foundries

A typical Victorian foundry

Sheet materials with less uniformity giving variety to the finishFlat panels with a standing seam joint A highly reflective finish

Victorian cast brass ornamentation, such as this ceiling rose, 
remain popular today

Analysis of historical maps highlights 
numerous mills and works building within 
the context of the site, benefiting from 
Store Street’s proximity to the Ashton 
Canal Aqueduct. A number of foundries 
and ironworks were located around 
the area, with a brass and ironworks 
being formerly situated on what is now 
Piccadilly Village. 

This historical research informed an 
approach to materiality to reflect the 
foundries of Store Street’s past.

Precedent Study

The proposal’s materiality complements 
the predominantly warm tones of 
the surrounding buildings, as well as 
referencing the area’s history as a centre 
for metalworking. 

Initial precedent studies reviewed 
the tones, materials and finishes 
which could be used to deliver this 
contextual response whilst upholding 
the client’s aspiration for a luxury, quality 
development. 

Preferred Tones 

Referencing the contemporary and 
historic context

4.1 Materiality Studies
Site Heritage



Facade Development
Bay Study

The facade is comprised of three 
panel types, composed to give 
variety and dynamism to the 
facade. 

Solid gold panels 
comprises the 
majority of the 
facade. samples have 
been selected based 
on their uniformtity 
and flatness to give a 
consistent, cast look. 

Lighter solid 
champagne coloured 
panels compliment 
the gold. A matte 
finish to these panels 
would contarct the 
more metallic gold 
panels. 

A perforated 
gold panel, 
colourmatched 
to the solid gold 
panel provides 
depth and shadow 
to the facade. The 
perforations will 
decrease in size 
and density on 
the upper levels, 
culminating in an 
almost solid gold 
panelled top to the 
building. 



4.3 Facade Development
Options

Following the review of the samples and the 
development of the facade concept, a number 
of elevation options were explored. 

These sketch studies informed the development 
of the tones, panel types and overall 
composition of the facade, in conjunction with 
ongoing massing development. 

Option 01

This initial option explored predominantly single 
storey stacks of panels, accentuated by an 
occasional double storey stacking. 

Perforated panels were confined to the main 
body of the tower to give a lighter touch to the 
edges of the elevation, with some extending 
to the uppermost storeys. Each slot window 
was adjoined by a continuous vertical run of 
perforated panels.

On review, it was decided this option lacked 
elegance and order , and that this level of 
variation made the facade appear busy. 

Option 02

Addressing the lack of order to the first option, 
this revised approach stacked panels in 3-5 
storey runs, with an occasional horizontal shift 
across the elevation.  

An alternative option for the uppermost storeys 
was introduced, bringing the lighter champagne 
tones to the top of the building. 

Whilst more ordered, it was felt that this proposal 
didn’t complement the dynamism of the plan 
form, and that the shifting could be made more 
prominent.

Option 03

Increasing the prominence of the horizontal 
shifting was achieved through reducing the 
panel stacking heights to 2/3 storeys. 

Gold panels became more prominent on 
the upper floors, with the penthouses being 
differentiated by the use of perforated panels. 

The shifting effect was more successful in this 
option, however it was felt this could be made 
clearer. The gradient of increasing the gold 
panels on upper floors was explored in more 
detail on the next option. 

Option 04 - Preferred Concept

Revisiting the samples, the final option utilised 
a deeper gold colour, moving away from the 
more yellow tones to better reflect the contextual 
studies of the locality. 

A more ordered response, this approach 
utilised the 2-3 storey stacking, coupled with 
an increase in the frequency of the gold on the 
uppermost floors. 

This was further accentuated by a reduction in 
the frequency and size of the perforations on the 
upper levels. 



Facade Development
CGIs - Work in Progress




